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Inside Line
HISTORY CALLS AGAIN
Sometimes it is necessary to
remind ourselves that not all
Republicans have horns and want to
take food out of the mouths of widows and retirees. In fact, the first
Republican president, Abraham
Lincoln, had views on the vital
importance of labor that would
probably get him booted out of the
modern party and, if he were to
become a longshoreman, screened
off the docks as well.
In his first address to Congress,
delivered Dec. 3, 1861, Lincoln chided those who would see business
interests as superior to labor. He
questioned the efforts "to place capital on an equal footing with, if not
above, labor, in the structure of government. . . Capital is only the fruit
of labor, and could never have existed
if labor had not first existed. Labor is
superior to capital, and deserves a
much higher consideration."
What a difference a 141 years
makes. In the early industrial age
the Republicans defended the
workers and freed the slaves. In the
de-industrial age they sidle up to
the world's biggest corporations to
screw the workers and force them
back to work if they dare to strike!
And as far as Lincoln's first
point about labor having a superior
claim to representation in government, he meant not only do people
who work for a living outnumber
those who own for a living, but that
those who make the capital have a
superior claim to those who merely
own the capital.
The Bush regime is up to its
ears in corporate scandal, and just
as Bush moves to deny union representation to more than 100,000
Homeland Security government
workers he's caught bedding down
with longshore employers! Remember when all we had to worry about
was a stained blue dress?
This edition of The Dispatcher
takes on this corporate-government
collusion, beginning on page two
where Vice President McEllrath
stands in for President Spinosa in his
Officer's Column to tell us what the
union is doing about it. Communications Director Steve Stallone reports
on page three the union's response to
management's foot-dragging, as the
union crashes Maersk's terminal
opening party On pages four and five
the members rally while political
allies like Senate Majority Leader
Tom Daschle come out with their
support for labor rights.
We also report on two very tragic occurrences. Brothers Richie Van
Lopez and Richard Peters were
killed on the docks in Port Hueneme
and Eureka. Their stories are on
pages 6 and 7. Longshore artist Bob
Nixon, who was a participant in the
1971 strike, also passed away. His
story is on page 7, and one of his cartoons is below.
—Tom Price, Asst. Editor

STEVE ADORE SEZ:
-Years ago, Col.
Robert Ingersoll...a
founder of the
Republican Party,
hit it on the head
when he said:
'Who ever produces anything
by weary labor
does not need a
revelation from
heaven to teach him
he has the right to the thing he
produces!'"

VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Support for Longshore Division grows
by Bob McEllrath
ILWU International Vice President, Mainland
First off, I'd like to extend deep sympathy to ILWU
International President Jim Spinosa on the death of his father. Jim
had to take care of some family business, so I will be standing in
with this month's officer's column.
While we have not made much progress at the table in the last
month, a lot has happened on other fronts.
I brought the ILWU's concerns to the AFL-CIO Executive
Council meeting in Chicago Aug. 4-6. Before the meeting started,
I had a personal sit-down with AFL-CIO President John Sweeney
and Secretary-Treasurer Richard Trumka. Neither of these men are
strangers to the collective bargaining process. Brother Trumka, in
fact, led two coal miners' strikes when he was with the United
Mine Workers. They were disturbed when they heard how far the
federal government had gone into the affairs of the ILWU and our
employers, the Pacific Maritime Association.
I explained to them what transpired between Director of
Homeland Security Torn Ridge and Labor Secretary Elaine Chao
and the ILWU officers. Tom Ridge expressed the government's
position that disruptions in the ports could be construed as a
Homeland Security issue. Elaine Chao voiced the need for us to
get a contract without
any labor disruptions.
We had a followup meeting with a top
Department
Labor
attorney who flew out
to San Francisco to
speak personally with
the Coast Committee.
He outlined for us the
options the Bush
was
administration
looking at should there
be problems on the
West Coast, including
putting us under a Taftinjunction
Hartley
thereby forcing us back
to work. and passing
new federal laws to
limit our rights.
The government
attorney also threatened our Coastwise contract. He said the Bush administration
might break up the "bi-lateral monopoly" between the ILWU and
the PMA so the union would have to negotiate port-by-port or terminal-by-terminal. He also said the administration could order federal troops to the docks if any disruption in trade occurs, even if
the employers lock us out.
Sweeney and Trumka were not shocked by the threats made
by the government, but they were surprised when the government
admitted in a Los Angeles Times article [Aug. 4] that these threats
were actually made to the ILWU.
The main thing that upset people at the AFL-CIO meeting was
the prospect of troops being used in a labor dispute. The ILWU is
not alone in facing government interference. The Homeland
Security laws are interfering in organizing other workers such as
airport screeners.
Staff members from the AFL-CIO and our legal staff worked
together on a resolution which supports the ILWU and criticizes
the Bush administration's interference. The AFL-CIO Executive
Council passed it unanimously.
"The mere threat of intervention is an unconscionable effort
to bolster the Pacific Maritime Association's contract demands,"
the resolution says in part. The AFL-CIO is backing this resolution
by sending staff and resources to help us, and we thank them for
that. Working with the AFL-CIO staff, the Longshore Division and
officers have appointed Field Directors from the rank and file in the
four areas to coordinate actions and communications. The AFL-

CIO staffers worked together with these Field Directors to organize the coastwise rallies held Aug. 12.
Our members really turned out that day and have been doing
an outstanding job. Whenever we have asked for a rally or support, there has never been a hesitation on the part of the rank and
file, or our other union brothers and sisters.
I attended the Portland rally and it was impressive. We had
support from two U.S. Senators, Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle (D-SD), and Ron Wyden (D-OR). Bill Bradbury, Oregon
labor's choice to unseat Republican Senator Gordon Smith, also
came to the rally at the Local 8 hall to give his support.
Secret Service members were all over the place, but I was
able to get a few minutes with Daschle. I told him if he could take
one message back to Washington, D.C., it should be that we feel
the Bush administration's interference has slowed the contract
process. He can tell the government they've made one mistake by
getting involved. They should not make another by allowing the
employers to think they can rely on the government's intervention
to get them a contract.
After Portland I went to the International Transport Workers'
Federation's 40th Congress in Vancouver. B.C., from Aug. 14-21.
Bob Crow from Britain's Rail. Maritime and Transport Workers
introduced an emergency motion asking
the ITF to give maximum support and solidarity to the ILWU in
its present struggle
and to other unions
affected by unionbusting policies by
employers and governments, and to take
whatever action they
can within their national laws until the ILWU
achieves a fair settlement."
The ITF 40th
Congress passed the
resolution unanimously. The Congress consisted of 574 delegates and 355 advisors representing 296
unions from 86 different countries.
These negotiations have dragged on and patience does wear
thin, but we are diligently working to get the best contract we can
without being threatened into signing something that is not up to
standard.
I was a young man. newly registered on the waterfront, with
a wife and two baby sons when we went on strike in 1971. From
living through that long 134-day strike, I know the sacrifices it
takes to get a contract. I learned what it takes to fight, and I
learned not to be intimidated.
The solidarity of the rank and file throughout our history is the
strength and backbone of the ILWU. Again, these 2002 negotiations are showing our members that it sometimes takes a struggle to win a just contract.
I want to stress again how much the negotiating committee
respects and values the support of the rank and file. Throughout
these last months the membership has shown great patience and
discipline. We must remain united. listen to the officers and ignore
rumors. No one has ever accused the ILWU of backing away from
a fight, and we will not back away from this one. It was not easy
in 1934, 1948 or 1971 to get the conditions we have today. To
keep what we have is tough—to move forward will be tougher. We
must be ever vigilant. We must not forget our past sacrifices, our
past struggles. or our past victories.

Throughout these
last months the
membership has
shown great
patience and
discipline. We
must remain
united, listen to
the officers and
ignore rumors.

"An injury to one is an injury to all.-
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LA hearings slam feds, back workers
undreds of longshore workers
and their supporters packed
the Banning Landing Community Center to overflowing Aug. 16
for the joint state legislative hearing
on federal intervention into the port
labor negotiations. Bush administration threats to workers' civil rights
have outraged unionists and elected
officials around the country
Even before State Sen. Richard
Alarcon (D-San Fernando), chair of
the Senate Labor and Industrial
Relations Committee, introduced the
first witnesses, he and other elected
officials set the tone for the day.
"When Bush got involved in the
negotiating process, we felt it was
absolutely necessary to hold this
hearing," Alarcon said. "It's an inappropriate use of federal power. It's
unconscionable to use concerns about
Sept. 11 to block the collective bargaining process. That's the right of
American workers."
Assemblymember Paul Koretz
(D-West Hollywood), chair of the
Assembly's Labor and Employment
Committee, also opened by criticizing
Bush interference in the bargaining.
"This administration sees legal
union activity as a threat," he said.
The joint committee heard witnesses from labor, management and
the community, followed by an open
forum. Labor witnesses included Los
Angeles County Federation of Labor
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Miguel
Contreras, ILWU Legislative Action
Committee co-chair Peter Peyton,
ILWU longshore Local 13 President
Ramon Ponce de Leon, Teamsters
West Coast Port Organizer Gary
Smith and Kevin Kucera, president of
International Assn. of Machinists
Lodge 1484.
Contreras denounced the administration's intervention into the negotiations as part of an anti-worker policy.
"From day one Bush had an agenda to crush unions," he said. "No president should be allowed to rob
American workers of their best
weapon—the right to strike."
Peyton testified that the ILWU,in
the spirit of Harry Bridges' historic
Mechanization and Modernization
Agreement that negotiated how containerization would work on West
Coast docks, had offered a technology
proposal that gave the employers
everything they publicly said they
needed out of these contract talks.
But the employers rejected it.
"It is becoming clear that the
PMA's cry for a solid proposal on
technology was a red herring issue,"
Peyton said.
"What they want is to legislate a
contract in Washington, D.C., and
they are working this agenda with the
West Coast Waterfront Coalition and
the Bush administration while doing
very little to negotiate in good faith in
San Francisco."
Ponce de Leon spoke of how the
PMA has been using the Bush threats
as leverage to make cuts in ILWU
members' compensation.
"Our families need health and
welfare benefits maintained," he said.
"We have a proud history of taking
care of all our members- current and
retired. The ports' shipping volume is
at an all-time high, breaking records
month after month. We're not going
to accept any proposals to reduce benefits for people who have dedicated
their lives to the ports, nor are we
going to accept a two-tiered system
that divides our membership. We take
care of our own and we're not going
to allow the PMA to change that."
Smith noted the Teamsters have
withstood threats of Taft-Hartley
injunctions. During their 1997 UPS
strike, then-House Speaker Newt

Crashing the party

H

Siobodan Dimitrov

hen Maersk Sealand, the largest shipping company in the world,
opened its new facility, the largest terminal in the world, in the Port of
Los Angeles Aug. 15, it threw itself a grand opening party. But nearly 2,000 fired-up longshore workers and their supporters crashed the bash,
demanding that Maersk, one of the hard-line PMA members in the current
contract negotiations, drop its push for concessions from the union.
"Today we are beginning phase two of our bargaining, making the companies accountable," said Dave Arian, the alternate negotiator for Local 13.
"Maersk says they've been good to us. But if they're our friends, where's
our maintenance of benefits?" Arian asked. Though Maersk supports PMA's
proposal to cut the union's healthcare plan, the company reportedly blew
more than a half-million dollars on its party.
Maersk built a wall of containers between the rally site and the party, but
the demonstrators roared their demands loud enough to be heard.
"What do we want? CONTRACT! When do we want it? NOW!"
Two small planes flew low overhead with banners reinforcing the message reading,"ILWU wants a contract now." Eight boats cruised near the new
docks, carrying banners with the same slogan.
"We were almost outnumbered by the two Coast Guard boats and two
Port Police boats," said ILWU Local 13 member and ITF Inspector Rudy
Vanderheider. "But when we went across the bow of the Coast Guard cutter,
two ensigns stood at attention and saluted us. That's cool, these guys are
behind us."
Adding international pressure to the ILWU's cause, members of the
Danish dockers union Specialarbejderforbundet i Danmark (SiD) delivered a
letter to Maersk Sealand executives at their headquarters in Copenhagen the
same day. "We strongly urge you to speak to the PMA to resolve the outstanding negotiation issues with the ILWU," said the SiD.
—S S

W

declined to appear. He sent Jack
Suite, PMA's director of contract
Suite
instead.
administration,
claimed the government's concern
with the contract talks was understandable.
"The damage to the economy of a
strike is obvious," he said.
Suite said the PMA had not
encouraged the Bush administration
to intervene and he denied PMA ever
had talks with the government about
the threats made to the union. But
when Assemblymember Koretz asked
if PMA would directly ask Bush to
stay out of the negotiations, Suite
would make no commitment.
Diane Middleton, a Los Angeles
Harbor Area attorney, spoke of the
work of the Friends of Labor, an
organization of community members
who support the ILWU. The Friends
of Labor have been targeting WCWC
retailers by leafleting consumers at
member companies, especially the
local Home Depot store.
"Our message is, 'Stay out of the
negotiations and drop out of the
WCWC," Middleton said.
The legislators present to hear
the testimony also included U. S. Rep.
Jane Harman(D-Venice), Los Angeles
City Councilmember Janice Hahn,
Assemblymember Alan Lowenthal
(D-San Pedro) and Assemblymember
Judy Chu (D-Monterey Park).
Senator Diane Feinstein (D-CA),
State Sen. Gloria Romero (D-Los
Angeles), State Sen. Betty Karnette,
Assemblymember Marco Firebaugh
(D-Cudahy), Los Angeles City Councilmember Eric Garcetti and Long
Beach Councilmember Tonia ReyesUranga all sent representatives. Each
pledged their support to the ILWU
and their opposition to federal intervention into the talks.
Rep. Harman presented a letter
she and U.S. Rep. Dana Rohrabacher
(R-Huntington Beach) sent to Bush
opposing intervention.
"My message to the Bush administration is simple—stay out,"
Harman said.
State Rep. Lowenthal told the
audience that he is sponsoring a resolution in the state legislature opposing federal intervention in the port
negotiations and already has almost
all Assembly Democrats signing on.
Lowenthal also said he wanted to be
sure the collective bargaining process
is not undermined.
"We view that as undermining
democracy in this country" he said.
"This hearing is not a flash in the
pan. We will continue to watch and
monitor this situation."

Gingrich called for then-President group that has been bashing the
Clinton to intervene, claiming the ILWU in the press and lobbying
strike would cripple the national against it in Washington, D.C.,
economy. Clinton refused. "This declined an invitation to testify. But
allowed UPS and the Teamsters to she sent a letter stating that the
work out their differences at the bar- WCWC had no relation to the PMA.
The audience laughed in derision
gaining table," Smith said.
"The Teamsters support the when Alarcon read it aloud.
PMA chief Joe Miniace also
ILWU,and if they choose to strike, we
will not cross their
lines,"
picket
Smith added. "If
the Bush administration chooses to
lock ILWU members out, then our
members will not
move the containers off the docks."
MachThe
inists also closed
ranks behind the
ILWU.
"Bush needs
understand
to
that on issues of
federal intervention, the American
labor movement
will remain unified," Kucera said.
won't
"PATCO
happen again."
Sen. Alarcon
noted that Robin
Lanier, the head of (Left to right) ILWU longshore Local 13 President Ramon Ponce de Leon, ILWU Legislative Action
the West Coast Committee Co-Chair Peter Peyton, Los Angeles County Federation of Labor Executive SecretaryWaterfront Coa- Treasurer Miguel Contreras and Local 13 Alternate Negotiator David Arian testify at the joint legislalition, the retailer tive hearing.

Slobodan Dinntrov

by Steve Stallone
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August 12 rallies say
Executive Secretary-Treasurer Miguel
Contreras.
San Francisco Mayor Willie L.
Brown, Jr. went on record with his
support for the ILWU at a morning
press conference, with San Francisco
Central Labor Council ExecutiveSecretary Treasurer Walter Johnson
at his side.
Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown
addressed the crowd of 1,500 at the
late-afternoon rally in front of the
Oakland Federal Building.
"You can count on the City of
Oakland," said Brown. "We say 'Butt
out, let's bargain in good faith and
share the wealth responsibly."
Members of more than a dozen unions
and community groups showed up in
support as well.
"They're trying to break the
ILWU and use 9-11 as an excuse," said
Ricardo Gonzalez, President of the
Alameda County Chapter of the Labor
American
Latin
for
Council
Advancement. "If they do it to these
guys, they'll do it to us."
The political firepower massed at
Portland's noontime rally included ca
Daschle, U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D- "We don't have any longshoremen in South Dakota, so I had to come all the
OR), U.S. Representative David Wu way to Portland to show how strongly I support your union," U.S. Senate
(D-Portland), State Rep. Dan Gardner,
Tom Daschle told ILWU supporters at the Local 8 rally.
Multnomah County Commissioner Majority Leader
Diane Linn and Oregon Secretary of
State Bill Bradbury, who hopes to join Labor Council. "A '34 vet named Tiny lying at Pier 66.
Wyden in the U.S. Senate next year Thompson gave a speech about 11
At the end of the day, the demonand is running with union backing. years ago that some of us really took strations made their point so clearly
Some 700 people braved tight security to heart. He said, 'The big fight's that even mainstream media got it.
at Local 8 for the press conference, coming, and you've got to do three Headlines and newscasts up and
rally and barbeque.
things to get ready. You have to have down the coast carried the message:
Some 80 unionists and communi- your solidarity with other unions, and Bush, butt out. And the next day, it
ty leaders came out to Tacoma's press get your political action and your was back to business at the table.
conference. The 25 community services in gear."
"The rallies up and down the
elected officials in
About a dozen Harleys vroomed coast made it clear that port cities
attendance included in solidarity at the head
Mayor Bill Baarsama, of the 60-car, three-bus
Port Commissioner caravan from Tacoma
and longshore Local to Seattle. The buses
23 Vice President brought ILWU memDick Marzano, Pierce bers and supporters
County Council Chair from Olympia and
Harold Moss and Aberdeen as well as
State Rep. Steve Tacoma. Another bus
Conway, who chairs came
from
down
the Washington State Bellingham carrying
House Commerce and two-thirds of the Local
Labor Committee.
7 membership, adding
"It wasn't hard to to
impressive
the
get people out be- turnout by members
been from the smaller ports.
we'd
cause
working in the com- Seattle Mayor Greg
munity for years," Nickels, King County
said Vance Lelli, Local Executive Ron Sims
and and others addressed
member
23
Clarence Thomas, ILWU longshore Local 10
of the the crowd of 2,200 ral- Bald statement of solidarity made at the Seattle rally.
President
Secretary-Treasurer, speaks in Oakland.
Pierce County Central

ush administration honchos
seemed to think they could bully
the ILWU and get away with it.
Their ham-handed meddling in the
Longshore Division contract talks
with the Pacific Maritime Association
(PMA) blew up in their faces Aug. 12.
Thousands of ILWU members and
allies hit the streets in Long Beach,
San Diego, Oakland, Portland, Tacoma
and Seattle that day, appalled at the
assault on workers' civil rights and
outraged at the prospect of National
Guard troops working cargo.
Elected officials from Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD)
to mayors and many council members
in the port cities backed the union's
demand that the government get its
nose out of negotiations and let the
collective bargaining process work.
"This crowd in the White House
amuses me every day, talking about
the free enterprise system and how
we shouldn't see government involvement," Daschle told participants in
the Portland rally. "But now they
don't want collective bargaining and
they want to come in and deny you
that right. I say this is wrong, wrong,
wrong, and you're right to fight, fight
and fight."
Some 3,000 ILWU members and
friends waved red-white-and-blue
signs as they marched through Long
Beach for a rally in front of the PMA
building. Los Angeles City Councilmembers Janice Hahn and Eric
Garcetti and Long Beach Councilmembers Dan Baker and Tonia Reyes
Uranga joined them, as did Los
Angeles County Federation of Labor
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Los Angeles City Councilmember Janice Hahn (front and center) joined some 3,000 ILWU
members and friends marching to a rally in front of the Pacific Maritime Association Building.
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loud: Bush butt out!
Home Depot since late July.
"We're not asking people not to
shop there, just trying to bring their
hypocrisy to light," said Hector
Cepeda, Jr., a member of Friends and
director of a boys' and girls' club.
"They're taking longshore dollars for
their goods, then using the profits to
join the anti-union coalition," he said.
Friends of Labor includes many members of neighborhood councils, nonprofits and other unions, Cepeda said.
The Portworkers Solidarity Committee in the San Francisco Bay Area
has helped publicize and mobilize
every ILWU rally during the contract
campaign, as have the chapters ofJobs
with Justice in Portland and Seattle.
"No one has said they wouldn't
help," said Maya Baxter, Washington
State Jobs with Justice organizer.
"People understand the tradition of
the ILWU. They've been there on so
many pickets and supported other
unions. And in the broader community, people remember the ILWU from
(-2 the WTO. They were there with them
throughout the struggle."
Some of this support has popped
Oakland Mayor Jerry Brown (left) dons a white longshore cap and poses with
up in odd spots around the country
ILWU International President Jim Spinosa after addressing the rally.
Environmentalists in North Carolina
a Best Buy store in support
leafleted
want the federal government out of WCWC. When the ILWU and PMA
until someone called the
ILWU,
the
of
our contract negotiations," ILWU had agreed on a press blackout, the
In Montana, activists
them.
on
cops
International President James Coalition regularly broadcast the
ILWU from the
the
who
knew
Even
negotiviews.
before
returning
employers'
are
we
"Now
Spinosa said.
Jobs and the
Sustainable
for
Alliance
to the table to find solutions to the ations started, it began mobilizing
leaflets
out
at the
put
Environment
significant problems that plague our members to lobby Washington.
climbed
and
tree-sitters
Fair,
State
Friends of Labor in the Los
industry."
—Marcy Rein Angeles/Long Beach area has been down to leaflet a Home Depot in
regularly leafleting the San Pedro Missoula.
—MER
FRIENDS COME THROUGH

Public officials
speak out for
the ILWU
As the depth of the Bush administration's disrespect for collective
bargaining has been revealed, ILWU
members and officers called on their
elected officials to speak up for workers' civil rights. Many have already
answered the call.

U.S. SENATORS/REPRESENTATIVES
Senate Majority Leader
Tom Daschle (D-SD)
House Minority Whip
Nancy Pelosi(D-San Francisco)
U.S. Reps. David Wu (D-Portland),
Barbara Lee(D-Oakland), George
Miller(D-Martinez), Xavier Becerra
(D-Los Angeles), Hilda Solis(D-El
Monte), Grace Napolitano(DNorwalk), Jane Harman (D-Venice),
Dana Rohrabacher(R-Huntington
Beach), Neil Ambercrombie(DHonolulu) and Patsy Mink (D-Hilo)
Senator Edward Kennedy(D-MA)
initiated a letter signed by seven
of his colleagues: California Sens.
Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer,
Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden, Washington Sens. Patty Murray and Maria
Cantwell and Hawaii Sens. Daniel
Inouye and Daniel Akaka

STATE OFFICIALS
Hawaii Gov. Ben Cayetano
Washington Gov. Gary Locke
California Attorney General
Bill Lockyer
Oregon Secretary of State
Bill Bradbury
Washington Assemblymember
Steve Conway
Oregon Assemblymember
Don Gardner
California Assemblymembers
Wilma Chan (D-Oakland), Alan
Lowenthal(D-Long Beach), Paul
Koretz (D-W. Hollywood), Judy Chu
(D-Monterey Park)
California State Senators
Don Perata (D-Oakland), Richard
Alarcon (D-San Fernando), Betty
Karnette(D-Long Beach), Gloria
Romero(D-Los Angeles)

FOR THE ILWU
p and down the Coast,community supporters have mobilized
Uto fortify ILWU actions—and
call attention to the corporate cabals
backing the employers and pressuring the Bush administration to intervene on their side.
They've spotlighted the activities
of the West Coast Waterfront
Coalition (WCWC), which includes
around 50 major retailers that ship
through West Coast ports. Union
scourge Wal-Mart(the world's biggest
corporation), Target, Home Depot
and Best Buy all belong to the

MAYORS

C.D

A few of the 2,200 ILWU members and friends who rallied at Seattle's Pier 66
listen to marine clerks Local 52 President Scott Godfrey.

Willie L. Brown, Jr., San Francisco
Jerry Brown, Oakland
Bill Baarsama, Tacoma
Greg Nickels, Seattle

CITY OFFICIALS
City Council President
Peter Steinbrueck, Seattle
City Council President
Ignacio De La Fuente, Oakland
City Councilmember
Nancy Nadel, Oakland
San Francisco Board of
Supervisors President
Tom Ammiano
The Los Angeles City Council unanimously passed a resolution in support
of the ILWU. The Long Beach City
Council passed a similar resolution.

COUNTY OFFICIALS
King County (Seattle) Executive
Ron Sims
King County Council Chair
Cynthia Sullivan
Pierce Co.(Tacoma) Council
Chair Harold Moss
Multnomah County (Portland)
Commissioner Diane Linn
Alameda County
(Oakland) Supervisors
Keith Carson and Alice Lai-Bitker

OTHER OFFICIALS

Linda Joseph, SEIU Local 616 Staff
Director, shows her support for the
ILWU.

In San Diego, more than 200 members and supporters of the ILWU rallied at
noon Aug. 12 in Cesar Chavez Park, across from the entrance to the 10th Ave.
Marine Terminal. The San Diego-Imperial Counties Central Labor Council led
the mobilization—and brought the barbeque.

Oakland Port Commissioner
David Kramer
Tacoma Port Commissioner
Dick Marzano
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Local 14 mourns Richard Peters
by Marcy Rein
erman Zwald, the last remaining supercargo in longshore/marine clerks Local 14,
remembers being up on top of one of
the hatches on the MV Ibis Arrow
with the walking boss on the night of
June 1.
"Every time the crane would come
back, we'd have to move or we
would've been knocked off;" Zwald
said. "That type of ship is not peoplefriendly."
Dick Peters came on as the supercargo on day shift when Zwald went
off. Supercargoes oversee loading and
unloading, act as liaisons between the
shipping company and the union and
supervise the marine clerks. Local 14
usually worked with just one clerk and
a supercargo for two units on a ship.
This meant the clerk had to move
from hatch to hatch and the supercargo often went on deck to check up on
things—especially if the supercargo
was Dick Peters, said marine clerk
Mike Hauger.
"He was very careful," Hauger
said. "If we were short a unit of pulp
in the warehouse, he'd make me look
two, three, four times. He really
wanted to make sure that pulp wasn't
.
there."
Hauger was out in the warehouse
June 2 thinking he needed to talk to
Peters. He started back to the ship
around 11 a.m.
"Gene Bilderback called out to
me, 'You'd better pray for your
friend," Hauger said. "Someone else
screamed, 'You don't want to go up
there. It's bad.'
Somehow Peters had slipped off a
hatch and gotten crushed by a crane.
No one saw the accident.
"When I got there, there was
nowhere to hold him. I just laid my
hands on him and prayed," said
Hauger, a part-time minister. "Then I

H

broke down inside."
Peters' death robbed Local 14 of a
longtime stalwart—and put new heat
under a long-simmering debate over
safety.
Almost 68 years old when he died,
Peters had more than 45 years on the
waterfront. He had served the local in
various capacities, said
Secretary-Treasurer
Larry Smith.
"He was president
in the '60s, a trustee
and an Executive Board
member on and off,"
Smith said.
Managers at Westfall Stevedore, the only
longshore employer in
Eureka for most of the
last 40 years, also spoke
highly of Peters.
"He took great Dick Peters in
pride in his work," said
company president Andy Westfall.
"He was very professional, very conscientious. His death was a real bodyblow to all of us."
Peters' co-workers remembered
him as a gentle, likeable guy. "He
would hardly ever say anything bad
about anyone," Zwald said. "He was
real fair."
Two years before his death,
Peters had graduated from College of
the Redwoods. He had a flair for
teaching as well as a passion for
learning—and a sly sense of humor,
Hauger said.
"One time he looked in and saw
guys goofing up in the hold," Hauger
said. "He turned around and said,
'That just proves the Three Stooges
had sons."
Though he made a good living,
Peters kept driving the same old car
nicknamed Rusty."It was so rusty the
hood would flap going down the freeway," Hauger said.

The day he died, Peters was working on one of the new Gearbulk ships,
built in the last year or two."This new
generation of ships is a lot more dangerous for the guys working on them,"
said Bilderback, Local 14's Labor
Relations Committee representative.
"The older ships had maybe two
feet between the
crane and the hatch,"
Bilderback said. "On
the new Gearbulks,
the cranes are only
about 10 inches from
the hatch."
To look into a
Ze hatch, a supercargo or
clerk has to climb 10
or 12 feet up the side,
t then grab a two- or
9
c,( three-inch ledge. "Just
look at the handholds
on one of those
1975.
ships," Zwald said.
"They're not that safe, especially
in the rain and wind."
Often the crane drivers can't see
everything going on below them,
adding to the risk. "The driver was
facing the opposite way and couldn't
see Dick climbing down," Bilderback
said.
Cal-OSHA investigated the accident and cited Westfall for failing to
provide a safe workplace and failing
to properly guard the shipboard
gantry crane. "The travel of shipboard gantry crane was not physically guarded and other effective means
were not taken to prevent employees
from being caught between the body
of the crane and any fixed structure,
or between parts of the crane," the
inspectors wrote in the citation.
The agency recommended a
$2,250 fine, and suggested that hiring
hatch tenders would abate the hazards. Westfall is appealing the ruling.
"The owners did everything they

could to make these cranes safe, with
emergency sirens, stops, and so on,"
Andy Westfall said. "It was an unfortunate, tragic accident, but it's not
like something was not functioning."
Hatch tenders signal the crane
drivers to alert them to potential hazards, but the new Gearbulks really
have no place for a hatch tender,
Zwald said. "For a hatch tender to be
safe, he would have to stand on a
stack of hatch covers, and those are
dangerous."
Putting a clerk in each hatch
would cut down on the amount of
moving around on deck and would
lighten the load for the supercargo,
Local 14 members agree.
"This has been an ongoing issue
for all the 15 years I've been registered and f6r five or 10 years before
that," Bilderback said.
"We think it's safer to have one
clerk in each hatch. My uncle got his
pelvis crushed about 20 years ago
when he got caught between two
cranes.
"There's no malice involved on
anyone's part, but the company is
always trying to cut costs, so they
have guys go from one hatch to
another. These new ships make it
that much more dangerous," he said.
Westfall Stevedore, Gearbulk and
Local 14 have started a scholarship
fund in Peters' memory. Both companies put in $5000. ILWU members
working a four-hour turnaround the
day Peters was killed donated their
turn-around pay, which added up to a
little more than $5000. Scholarships
will go to young relatives of ILWU
members for whatever type of higher
education they choose,from technical
school to college. Contributions to the
Richard E. Peters Memorial Safety
Scholarship can be made c/o
Humboldt Area Foundation, PO. Box
99, Bayside, CA 95524.

Puget Sound District Council Endorsements Sept. 17 Primary Election
U.S. House of Representatives
1st Congressional District .. . . . .Jay Inslee
2nd Congressional District ... .Rick Larsen
Brian Baird
3rd Congressional District
6th Congressional District . ...Norm Dicks
7th Congressional District . .Jim McDermott
9th Congressional District . ..Adam Smith
Washington Ballot Measures
Referendum 51
.Support
State transportation funding
Referendum 53
Unemployment insurance reform
Support
Initiative 776
Repeal local option transportation taxes . .
No
Initiative 790
New pension authority for firemen and
Yes
police
Judicial
Appeals Div. 3 Dist. 1 Pos. 2
Kenneth Kato
Supreme Court Pos. 3 ..Michael Spearman
Supreme Court Pos. 4 ...Charles Johnson
Bobbe Bridge
Supreme Court Pos. 7
Washington State Legislative Districts
1st District House
.Al O'Brien
Pos. 1
Jeanne Edwards
Pos. 2
2nd District House
Tom Campbell
Pos. 2
3rd District House

Pos 1
Pos 2
6th District House
Pos 2
Senate
10th District House
Pos. 1
11th District House
Pos 1
Pos. 2
17th District House
Pos. 2
18th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
21st District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Senate
22nd District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
23rd District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
24th District House
Pos. 1
25th District House
Pos. 2
26th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
27th District House
Pos. 1
28th District House

Alex Wood
Jett Gombosky
Sheila Collins
Laurie Dolan
Eron Berg
Zack Hudgins
Velma Veloria
Deb Wallace
Bill Crego
David Seabrook
Mike Cooper
Brian Sullivan
Paull Shin
Sandra Romero
Sam Hunt
Phil Rockefeller
Beverly Woods
Bill Thomas
Dawn Morrell
Pat Lantz
Brock Jackiey
Jeanne Darneille

Pos. 1
.Debi Srail
Tamra Hall
Pos. 2
29th District House
Pos 1
Steve Conway
Pos. 2
Steve Kirby
Rosa Franklin
Senate
30th District House
Mark Miloscia
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Tracey Eide
31st District Senate
Yvonne Ward
32nd District House
Maralyn Chase
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Ruth Kagi
Senate
Diane Fairley
33rd District House
Pos. 1
. .....Shay Schual-Berke
Pos. 2
David Upthegrove
Senate
Karen Keiser
34th District House
Pos. 1
Eileen Cody
Joe McDermott
Pos. 2
Erik Poulsen
Senate
35th District House
Pos. 1
Kathryn Haigh
Pos. 2
.Bill Erikmeyer
36th District House
Pos. 1
Mary Lou Dirkson
Senate
Jeanne Kohl-Welles
37th District House
Pos. 1
.....Sharon Tomiko-Santos
Pos. 2
Eric Pettigrew
Senate
Adam Kline
38th District House
Pos. 1
John McCoy
Pos. 2
Jean Berkey

Senate
39th District House
Pos. 1
40th District House
Pos. 1
41st District House
Pos. 2
42nd District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Senate
43rd District House
Pos 1
Pos. 2
Senate
44th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
45th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
46th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Senate
47th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
Senate
48th District House
Pos. 1
Pos. 2
49th District House
Pos. 1
Pos 2

Aaron Reardon
Carol Eslick
Dave Quail
Judy Clibborne
James Boyle
Kelli Linville
Georgia Gardner
Ed Murray
Frank Chopp
Pat Thibaudeau
Hans Dunshee
John Lovick
Dave Asher
Laura Ruderman
Jim McIntire
Phyllis Kenney
Ken Jacobsen
.Geoff Simpson
Patrick Sullivan
Deborah Jacobson
Ross Hunter
Steve Van Luven
Bill Fromhold
Jim Moeller
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Tragedy
claims Richie
Lopez, jr. of
Local 46

Longshore
artist Bob
Nixon passes
by Torn Price
ome workers are called upon to
do extraordinary things. They
might serve for years as officers,
or go to jail for years for their political beliefs. Bob Nixon used his wit
and talent to make a unique contribution to the union—as an illustrator
of life on the waterfront.
During his 31 years on the
Portland docks Nixon drew comics for
his friends and cartoons for posters
and brochures to keep them safe at
work. He won numerous prizes,
including a National Safety Council
prize for the best marine safety
poster.
"Bob and I worked together for a
long time, and there was never a dull
moment," longshore Local 8 Trustee
Ron Hanson said. "He had an incredible sense of humor. He saw humor in
everything, even in human frailties."
But it was during the 1971 longshore strike that his sisters and
brothers came to see the depth of his
insight. The Columbia River area
locals put out an Area Strike Bulletin
and almost every one of these had a
satirical cartoon drawn by Nixon.
His most familiar character,
Steve Adore, spoofed every stevedore
on the Coast. Nixon drew him as a
chubby guy with a huge nose, a hook
in his hip pocket and Lundberg
Stetson on his oversize head. The guy
was anything but handsome, reflecting Nixon's own self-deprecating
humor. In one panel Steve explains
the simple economics of the strike, at
a time when the union needed a pay
raise. He quotes the newspapers saying how much the strike cost the
economy, just as they would do now.
Steve cocks a cartoon eyebrow and
asks, "If we are so expensive to the
scheme of things by being on the
bricks, don't you think we're worth a
few more bucks back on thejob?"
Then, as now, the union faced the
specter of government interference.

S

by Marcy Rein
ichie Van Lopez, Jr. of Local 46
was run over by a heavy forklift
and killed July 23. He would've
turned 40 three days later.
Nothing so tragic had happened
in Port Hueneme for some 30 years,
said Local 46 Secretary-Treasurer
Janet Ritza. "They're still investigating, so we can't really talk about the
Bob Nixon
accident," she said.
Nixon drew a comic of former
Lopez had worked on the docks
President Richard Nixon throwing a for 22 years and recently been prolife preserver with "Taft-Hartley" moted to foreman. "Everyone knew
painted on it to a drowning long- him, he was a real kind person," Ritza
shoreman. In the next panel there's said. "His brother worked alongside
Steve Adore, dripping wet, on the him and his father worked here too."
dock 80 days later with a sign reading
A short eulogy was read at Local
"ILWU back on strike."
46's morning dispatch the day after
After the strike Nixon worked Lopez died. "A terrible loss we all sufwith the PMA to draw award-winning fered...Something so gut wrenching,
safety posters. The brochures he to have a brother taken from us in
illustrated
provide
humorous such a way...He was a cherished husreminders to work safely and wear band, a very loving father of three
proper gear, but the biting wit is still beautiful girls, a proud son and a best
there, telling dockers, "Don't be a buddy to his brother Joey. Richie will
sucker, take care of yourself and your always be part of our lives, he has
mates."
"Bob's cartoons provided humor
and a serious reminder at the same where he met his wife Sally. He
time," PMA Training Manager Larry attended art school in Portland before
Hudson said. "He made a major con- beginning his longshore career in
tribution delivering safety awareness 1963. He was working as night side
crane operator when he retired in
in this dangerous occupation."
Hanson described the connection 1994.
He moved to the island of Hawaii
between Nixon's mechanical skills
where
he and an assistant built a
and his analytical abilities, which he
home south of Hilo, Hudson
beautiful
translated into his cartoons.
said.
"Bob
pre-cut the building mate"Bob could fix anything," Hanson
said. "If he didn't have a part he could rials in Portland and shipped them in
make one. He just had a native abili- Matson containers to save costs."
He died June 11. Bob Nixon is
ty to see through all the crap and get
survived
by his wife Sally, daughters
down to the basics."
Nixon was born March 22, 1932 Linda and Susanne and son Robert
and grew up in the Rogue River area Jr.
"For years we worked together in
in Southern Oregon. He worked in
the
hold, hand loading everything,"
the lumber industry before joining
said. "Bob would get his
Hanson
the Air Force in 1950. After the Air
Force he joined the Merchant Marine spray paint and do his cartoons on the

n

Richie Lopez
touched each of us so, with his kind
heart, patience, and a smile that you
never forget, but especially with his
love for his fellow man. Richie was a
man who reflected what he believed
in and this he was not ashamed to
show in his daily path. So with Richie
in our minds and hearts let us take a
moment of time to cherish this thing
we call life and not take it for granted," it read in part.
He is survived by his wife
Marizza and daughters Andrea,
Natalie and Alexis. The port closed in
Lopez' memory until the next day.
bulkheads of the ships. He had the
whole bulkhead for a canvas. People
around the world would see these,
and we'd get the ship back later and
they would still be there. Nobody
defaced them. Dockers in every port
in the world saw and respected his
work."
STEVE ADORE SEZ:
"If we are so expensive
to the scheme of
things by being on
the bricks,
don't you
think we're
worth a
few more
bucks back on
the job?"

LOCAL ELEMONS
LOCAL 21 OFFICERS FOR THE
SECOND HALF OF 2002

WORK,
OR ELSE!
Mir A

-"es

President: Ty Gorton; Vice
President: M."Kelly" Muller;
Secretary: Darold Dietz;
Treasurer: Darold Dietz;
Dispatchers: Rick Samples,
Guy Tow, Richard Viars, John
Philbrook (Relief); LRC: Jim
Burgoyne, Jim Williamson,
Daniel Coffman.

LOCAL 63 MARINE CLERKS
Secretary/BA: Richard
Jacobelly; BA/Patrolman:
Phil Guerrero; LRC: Greg
Kordich; Dispatchers: Poppy
Cornejo, Willie Carranza, Joe
Mascola.

FEDERATED AUXILIARIES
2002
HOCK/KONOPACKI LABOR CARTOONS
WWW.SOLIDARITY.COMAKCARTOONS - SEPT 02

HOMELAND SECURITY

Auxiliary 17, Oakland, Calif.
President: Audrey D. Grisby;
Vice President: Alze
Roberts; Secretary: Betty
Johnson; Treasurer: Inez
Carroll.
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k & Video Sale

ILW

ORDER BY MAIL

Books and videos about the ILWU are available from the
union's library at discounted prices!

$

copies of ILWU Story@ $7 ea. =

BOOKS:
The ILWU Story: unrolls the history of the union from its origins to the present, complete
with recollections from the men and women who built the union, in their own words,
and dozens of rare photos of the union in action $7.00

copies of The Big Strike @ $6.50 ea. =
copies of Workers on the Waterfront @ $16 ea. = $
copies of The Union Makes Us Strong@ $15 ea. =

The Big Strike By Mike Quin: the classic partisan account of the 1934 strike. $6.50
Workers on the Waterfront: Seamen, Longshoremen, and Unionism in the 1930s
By Bruce Nelson: the most complete history of the origins, meaning, and impact of the
1934 strike. $13.00
The Union Makes Us Strong: Radical Unionism on the San Francisco Waterfront By
David Wellman: the important new study of longshoring in the ILWU. $15.00 (paperback)

copies of A Terrible Anger @ S16.50 ea.=
copies of We Are the ILWU @ 55 ea. =
copies of Life on the Beam@ $28 ea. =
copies of The March inland @ 59 ea.=

A Terrible Anger: The 1934 Waterfront and General Strike In San Francisco By
David Selvin: the newest and best single narrative history about the San Francisco events
of 1934. $16.50
The March inland: Origins of the ILWU Warehouse Division 1934-1938 By Harvey
Schwartz: new edition of the only comprehensive account of the union's organizing campaign in the northern California warehouse and distribution industry. $9.00

S_

Total Endosed S

No sales outside the U.S.

:Name

:Street Address or PO Box

VIDEOS:
We Are the ILWU A 30-minute color video introducing the principles and traditions of the
laX/U. Features active and retired members talking about what the union meant in their
lives and what it needs to survive and thrive, along with film clips, historical photos and
an original musical score. 15.00
Life on the Beam: A Memorial to Harry Bridges A 17-minute VHS video production by
California Working Group, Inc., memorializes Harry Bridges through still photographs,
recorded interviews, and reminiscences. Originally produced for the 1990 memorial service in San Francisco. $28.00

CityZip
State

Make check or money order (U.S. Funds)
payable to "ILWU" and send to
ILWU Library, 1188 Franklin Street, San Francisco,
CA 94109
Prices include shipping and handling.
Please allow at least four weeks for delivery.
Shipment to U.S. addresses only
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Bound Dispatchers for sale
Beautiful, hardcover collections of The Dispatcher for 1997,
1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001 are now available. These are a
must for Locals and individuals keeping a record of the
union's activities. Get your copies of the !Mils award-win-

ADRP--Southern California
Jackie Cummings
870 West Ninth St. #201
San Pedro, CA 90731
(310) 547-9966

3054 N.E
Portland, OR 972
(503) 231-4882

ADRP—Northern California
George Cobbs
400 North Point
San Francisco, CA 94133
(415) 776-8363

ADRP—Washington
Richard Borsheim
506 Second Ave., Rm. 2 21
Seattle, WA 98104
(206) 621-1038

ILWU WAREHOUSE DIVISION

ILWU CANADIAN AREA

DARE—Northern California
Gary Atkinson
255 Ninth Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
(800) 772-8288

EAP—British Columbia
Bill Bloor
745 Clark Drive, Suite 205
Vancouver, BC ilM1111.10
(604) 254-7911

ning newspaper while the limited supply lasts. Send a check
for $50.00 for each volume (year) to The Dispatcher at:

Bound Dispatchers
do The Dispatcher
1188 Franklin Street, 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94109

