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Labor Day rally, 1940s.

Citizen Bridges on the steps of San
Francisco City Hall.

At the Local 10 hall. —photo by Sid Roger

BY JIM HERMAN
ILWU International President

The death of ILWU President Emeritus Harry Bridges on
March 30, 1990 is, of course, a source of great sadness for
all of us. I know I speak for all of the active and retired
members of our union, and millions of working people all
across America, in expressing our deepest compassion to
Harry's family.
But it is also a time for celebrating a life filled with good

times, great victories and monumental accomplishments.
The achievements of Harry Bridges, and of the remarka-
bly talented group of people who worked with him in build-
ing this union, are with us every day, in nearly every aspect
of our lives.

This is also a time for all of us to remember the agoniz-
ing difficulties involved in building this union, and the terri-
ble attacks to which Harry and those around him were
subjected, precisely because of his leadership role. We
remember without bitterness, but rather with respect for
the fact that Harry took these hits on our behalf.
As Harry said when he retired, "I got to play a small part

in some of the great events of this century. I got the
testimonials, I got to meet all kinds of famous people. I was
also the one that got attacked, red-baited, called every
name every under the sun. All of this stuff, the good and
the bad, came about because the rank and file of this
union chose to elect me as their representative. The praise
I got really belonged to the members of this union, and the
attacks on me were all directed at them."

This edition of The Dispatcher is respectfully dedicated
to the memory of a life well-lived, in the service of working
people all over the world.
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Always in the headlines, 1934.

With striking San Francisco printers,
early 1970s.

41
His first trip home, Bridges visits on the Melbourne
docks.

1975 bargaining, with coast committeeman Bill Ward,
then-Local 34 President Jim Herman, and staffer Eway
Wakefield.Registering to vote, at Local 6, in 1946.
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'The heart and soul of the labor movement'

Harry Bridges, Coast Committeeman
Henry Schmidt, and International
Vice-President Bob Robertson—
cleared by Supreme Court on perjury
charges after 1949-1950 trial.

ALI„

Bridges with Paul Heide, a leader of
the March Inland and later president
of warehouse Local 6.

Adr111111k

Bridges and actor/singer Paul
Robeson at a Bridges-Robertson-
Schmidt defense fund dinner.

The following Statement of Policy was adopted
unanimously by the ILWU International Executive
Board, meeting in San Francisco April 4-5, 1990.

Harry Bridges was the heart and soul of the American
labor movement. He was a towering figure, whose life
gave shape and meaning to an era.

In his absolute commitment to militant, democratic trade
unionism, Harry represented the best of the generation of
visionaries who built the modern labor movement. A labor
leader of national stature, he was also in the forefront of
major social movements for equality, for civil liberties, for
peace.
Under Harry's leadership, from the Big Strike of 1934

until his retirement in 1977, the ILWU transformed labor
relations on the west coast docks, providing dignity and
security for workers who had previously been subject only
to the whim of the employer and the hiring boss. He led the
union as it carried its strength uptown, into the warehouse,
distribution and other industries, and over to Hawaii where
it brought a paternalistic colonial economy and social
structure into the twentieth century.
Under Harry's leadership the ILWU pioneered in the

development of health and welfare and pension benefits. It
set the stage for the modernization of cargo-handling
technology, establishing a model of how mechanization
could be achieved in a humane manner. Most important,
under Harry's leadership, the ILWU became the vehicle by
which hundreds of thousands of working people made
vital contributions to the welfare of their communities, and
achieved a new level of respect and recognition.

Harry Bridges had a unique ability to relate his sweep-
ing personal vision to the practical necessities of leading a
union. He was a superb negotiator and organizer. The
union he leaves behind is the best and most fitting monu-
ment to his passion for democracy, and his commitment to
a better world for all people.

"4"sugame

Harry with the 1936 longshore nego-
tiating committee.

In London with a friend, 1959.

Shortly before retirement, on the
steps of the capitol in Sacramento
with state AFL-CIO President Al
Gruhn and Executive Secretary Jack
Henning.

Bridges visited with John L. Lewis shortly before the death of the
legendary leader of the United Mine Workers. —photo by Sid Roger

Greeted by members of longshore and sugar locals on arrival in Honolulu, November,
1946: from left, next to singers, Bert Nakano, Harry Kamoku and Yasuki Arakaki.
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Harry at about 16 years old, just before he
joined the merchant marine.

Proper Victorian children—Harry, upper left, was

offspring.

At the wheel of the Ysabel, a young m
ber of the Australian Seaman's Union

the oldest boy of the six Bridges

Harry Bridges: The life and times
• In 1920, Harry Bridges walked down the gangplank of
an Australian sailing ship and set foot on the San Fran-
cisco waterfront for the first time. Only 19 years old, he
was a seasoned 3-year veteran of the high seas.

His young eyes had already seen so much. Images of
worldwide poverty and disease haunted him. And, as a
sailor, he knew first hand about isolation, miserable and
humiliating living conditions, and the ever-present strug-
gle against autocratic power.

Although he grew up comfortably in conservative mid-

dle-class surroundings—his father was a prosperous real

estate agent—Bridges developed a "feel" for the working

class and the poor early on. His uncle was a catalyst.

Christened Alfred Renton Bridges, Harry assumed his

beloved uncle's first name as a child. Uncle Harry told his

admiring nephew exciting tales of his experiences in the

Boer War and was a staunch supporter of trade unionism

and the socialist policies of the Australian Labor Party.

Uncle Harry didn't know it at the time, of course, but he

was seeding the fertile imagination of the boy who would

grow into the man who changed the entire face of the

American labor movement.

ROYAL KISS OFF
As a youth, Bridges learned from his family never to

bow to authority. He refused to lick postage stamps bear-
ing the likeness of the British queen, he said, because, "my
parents told me never to lick the ass of royalty."

At age 14, young Harry was put to work by his father as

a rent collector. But squeezing the poor in Melbourne's

slums proved a painful experience. He got work as a clerk

in a stationary store, but became bored and restless.

At 16, he joined the merchant marine. Within weeks, he

was on strike in support of a railway union; within a year,

the dispute mushroomed into a major general strike. By

the time he came to the States, the young man from

Melbourne was a committed unionist—and a survivor of

two shipwrecks.

In San Francisco, home of his favorite author Jack Lon-
don, Bridges paid a "head tax" to secure legal alien status,
exchanged his Australian seamen's union book for mem-

bership in the Sailors' Union of the Pacific. and made the

City by the Bay his home port.

A crewman aboard an American ship, Bridges landed in

Boston in 1921 during the dead of winter. Climatized to the
warmer temperatures of Melbourne, he found the harsh
northeast weather unpleasant and bought a ticket to New
Orleans. There, he encountered the radical Industrial
Workers of the World who were organizing seamen left
jobless by a slack in shipping following World War I.

The "Wobblies" espoused militant job actions, encour-
aged rank-and-file decisions, and opposed racial discrimi-
nation and segregation. Bridges found many of their ideas
compatible with his socialist views and joined them. Later
in '21, he became deeply entrenched in a nation-wide
strike by seamen and marine engineers. He reported for
picket duty and was shortly arrested and jailed.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER
The strike failed: under threats of retaliation from the

police, union supporters either returned to work or got out
of town. Bridges, ever the pragmatist, took a hike south of
the border to look for work.
"Mexico thrilled me," he said of the Obregon govern-

ment's reforms. "For instance, in case of a strike, the
government barricaded the plant.. .then the workers, the
employers, and representatives of the government sat
down together and arbitrated until the dispute was set-
tled. The employers weren't allowed to use strikebreakers
either.
"Nowhere else in the world had I'd ever seen that

before. And it struck me as a forceful social mechanism
that might be employed anywhere by governments, as
between the strong and the weak anywhere."

By 1922, Bridges was back in San Francisco, this time
on the docks. Now with a family to raise, he found it tough
to make ends meet. Hours were long, the pay low, the work
back-breaking. Employers made constant demands for
"speed up,"endangering the health and safety of workers.

Worst of all was the "shape up," a boss-controlled sys-
tem of job assignment corrupted by favoritism and kick-
backs. "We were hired off the streets like a bunch of
sheep," he said once, "standing there from six o'clock in
the morning, in all kinds of weather."

In later years, Bridges recalled that conditions at the
San Francisco and Pacific Coast waterfronts held the
dubious distinction of being the worst in the entire world.

Bridges saw what needed to be done, and became a
vocal supporter of the International Longshoremen's

Association (ILA) in 1924 as a replacement for an ineffec-
tive company union called the Blue Book. He was
promptly blacklisted from Blue Book jobs and found it
hard to get work on the waterfront until 1927. Then, just
as things were getting better, The Depression hit.

The Bridges family lost everything. Harry couldn't even
afford the $10 filing fee to complete his naturalization
application. For awhile, the family was on relief: in
exchange for groceries and rent, Harry was required to
work jobs assigned by the city, including demolishing
abandoned horse stables and paving streets. But he never
gave up his fight to establish a member-controlled union
on the waterfront, and, soon, he became the unofficial
leader of the movement.

By 1932, Bridges was the spokesman for a group of
dockers who organized themselves into the Committee of

500, but were eventually called the Albion Hall Group
after the site of their frequent meetings. They advocated
militant action and were given control of "The Waterfront
Worker," a newspaper established by the Communist
Party—without success —to promote unionism in the
maritime industry. The paper became a powerful organiz-
ing tool, the voice of longshore militancy and unity.

In 1933, San Francisco longshoremen received their
first ILA charter. Shippers were not impressed; for more
than a year, they refused to negotiate with the new ILA
local, setting the stage for confrontation.

THE STRIKE
By the spring of 1934, Bridges and the men he led

agitated for a waterfront shutdown with the help of other
maritime unions. Their militancy was contagious and
quickly spread to other West Coast ports. At 8 p.m., May 9,
longshoremen from Bellingham to San Diego walked off
the job and sealed off almost 2,000 miles of coastline.
Warehouse workers joined the effort, refusing to handle
scab cargoes.

Employers were determined to keep the docks open,
using strikebreakers and bringing political pressure to
bear. The Industrial Association of San Francisco—a
secret group of wealthy and vehemently anti-union offi-
cials from almost every bank and major corporation in the
city—fanned the flames by convincing city fathers to use
police to intervene in the dispute. Mayor Joseph Rossi
pledged to rid the city of "every Communist agitator" on

FA!

From left: daughter Jackie watches while Harry is sworn in as a US citizen in 1945: Harry gets a visit at the office from daughte
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Castaways—Harry and his mates on the coast of Australia after the grounding of the Val-Marie, around 1920.

of a labor legen
the docks.

Other cities on the coast followed suit. The tragic conse-
quence was the July 5 shooting deaths of striking long-
shoremen in San Francisco, Seattle and San Pedro, and
hundreds of injuries up and down the coast.

The violence of "Bloody Thursday" spurred even more
conflict. Governor Frank Merriam ordered the National
Guard to San Francisco, ostensibly to keep peace, but in
reality, to ensure the scabs access to the docks. Employers
offered Bridges a $50,000 bribe to back-off the dockers'
demand for a union hiring hall. ILA official Joseph Ryan
negotiated a deal with the bosses behind closed doors—
which strikers overwhelming rejected.

Bridges had his own ideas about how to settle the dis-
pute. He and other ILA members went to local unions
throughout the city, seeking their support. Union after
union voted to strike in sympathy with the maritime
workers; the Labor Council culminated the solidarity
efforts by declaring a general strike for July 16.

Although the general strike lasted only four days, it
changed everything; the balance of power shifted dramat-
ically. Employers agreed to submit bargaining issues to
arbitration; dockers went back to work July 31. By Octo-
ber, the new contract was ratified. Longshoremen won a
coast-wide agreement, a union hiring hall, shorter hours,
safer conditions, and increased pay. Union organizing in
all sectors blossomed throughout the country.

Despite the success of the '34 strike, employers—flush
with cash and bolstered by the US government—took on
Harry Bridges time and time again. Major dock strikes
occurred in 1936,1937 and in the '40s. It wasn't until after
the strike of 1948 that relative labor peace was realized.

ILA SPLIT
Bridges' 1934 triumph catapulted him to the forefront

of the labor movement. But he often found himself at odds
with his more conservative contemporaries. The ILA
splintered, with the ILWU taking form under Bridges'
direction, as a rift between the AFL and CIO stirred up
controversy in the highly-charged atmosphere of the '30s.
The newly-formed ILWU, with Bridges as President,

affiliated with the more progressive CIO. Of that move, he
said: "A labor movement is of value to its component orga-
nizations only so long as it advances, only so long as it is
ruled by the membership and not the top leadership.

Labor cannot stand still. It must not retreat. It must go on,
or go under."

CIO president John L. Lewis appointed Bridges CIO
regional director for the nine western states and the tern-
tones of Alaska and Hawaii. During the ILWU's 12-year
affiliation, the union spread its wings, organized ware-
house, cannery and produce workers, and embarked on
its "March Inland" to cities as far east as Chicago and
Cleveland, and as far south as New Orleans.

In Hawaii, dockers were first to organize under the
ILWU after a bitter and bloody battle for union recogni-
tion in 1938. Sugar, pineapple and other workers later
came into the fold. By the late '40s, Bridges fulfilled the
vow he made during the 1936 west coast dock strike: "The
longshoremen's union is not going to stay on the
waterfront."

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS
Called a Red by employers since 1934, the label stuck to

Bridges throughout his life. Although he was never a
member of the Communist Party, he made no bones about
his adherence to Marxism.

"My thinking is Marxist," he said. 'And the basic thing
about this lousy capitalistic system is that the workers
create the wealth, but those who own it—the rich—keep
getting richer and the poor get poorer."

In 1936, the US government launched its first effort to
deport Harry Bridges. He was classified an "undesirable
alien" and alleged to be a member of the Communist
Party. A hearing by the Immigration and Naturalization
Service determined the charge had no merit as did
another hearing in 1939 by the Labor Department. But
the clamor for Harry's head continued.

The House of Representatives passed legislation in
1940 specifically targeting him for deportation. The bill
failed in the Senate, but not for lack of desire to rid the
nation of Harry Bridges.

The attorney general convinced senators to let him act
against Bridges after the INS was moved from the juris-
diction of the Labor Department to the Justice Depart-
ment. When that deed was done, the nation's chief
prosecutor ordered an FBI investigation and issued the
second warrant for Bridges' arrest.

Young man with a pipe.

In 1945, a series of convictions, reversals and appeals
brought the case to the Supreme Court. By a 5-3 decision,
the Court reversed the deportation order, noting that
Bridges had been the victim of"a concentrated and relent-
less crusade to deport an individual because he dared to
exercise the freedom that belongs to him as a human
being and that is guaranteed to him by the Constitution."
With that behind him, Harry Bridges became a citizen

of the United States.

PLAY IT AGAIN, UNCLE SAM
During World War II, when the US and the 'Soviet

Union aligned against Nazi Germany, the ILWU set pro-
ductivity records, and Bridges promoted a no-strike
pledge for all unions: few questions were raised about his
loyalty then. But, by the late '40s, the two super powers
were hotly engaged in the Cold War, and Bridges and the
ILWU became targets of the Red-baiting hysteria infect-
ing the entire nation.
Those who resisted the country's sharp turn to the right

were automatically suspect; Bridges was no exception.
The government resuscitated its worn-out campaign to
deport him. And the CIO, which found his politics dis-
tasteful, expelled the ILWU after he called for union
autonomy

During the 1948 deportation trial, federal prosecu-
tors—armed with an FBI file containing 38,000 sheets of
paper—alleged that Bridges had lied at the time of his
naturalization when he swore he had never been a mem-
ber of the Communist Party. His witnesses, ILWU Vice
President J.R. Robertson and Coast Committeeman
Henry Schmidt, were included in the charges of criminal
conspiracy to defraud the government.

Once again, the case went to the Supreme Court—with
the same result. But government attorneys initiated yet
another trial alleging civil, instead of criminal conspiracy.
Although the charges were dismissed once and for all in
1955, the Internal Revenue Service required Bridges,
Robertson and Schmidt to pay income taxes on funds
raised for their defense.

Reflecting on his trials with the US government,
Bridges later said, "Ninety-five percent of the evidence
against me was absolutely true. But one thing I didn't do. I

—continued on page 6

FAMILY ALBUM

ighter Julie in 1953; Harry and Nikki wed in 1958; cuddling with daughter Katherine in 1971; chatting with son Robert in 1985.
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That's International Secretary-Treasurer Matt Meehan, on the right, with
Bridges in his best "let's go to the track" outfit on the phone.

—continued from page 5
didn't happen to be affiliated with the Communist Party."

His marriage in 1958 to Noriko "Nikki" Sawada— an
American of Japanese ancestry—stirred up even more
controversy. Their nuptials were blocked by an archaic
law forbidding marriage between members of different
races, forcing Harry back into court where he got an order
allowing the marriage to proceed.

Nikki came into the marriage with a history—and a
mind—of her own. As a child, she suffered the indignities
of California's infamous concentration camps where Japa-
nese Americans were imprisoned during World War II.
The experience served as the foundation for her activism
in later years.

Nikki was more than "Mrs. Harry Bridges." She was his
partner in the truest sense, a sounding board that talked
back. She played an integral role in the ILWU and the
myriad causes and programs it supported. A writer, a poet
and a dedicated activist, she was—and is—a public figure
in her own right.

M & M
By the time the late '50s rolled around, technology

loomed on the horizon. Harry Bridges, the pragmatic
visionary, paid attention.

Mechanization of the longshore industry, he was cer-
tain, was inevitable. A series of discussions with maritime
employers gave birth to the landmark Mechanization and
Modernization Agreement in 1960.

Although some members feared loss of jobs. the agree-
ment was ratified, setting the standard in the industry. It
allowed employers to use machinery and reduce the num-
ber of longshore jobs through attrition. The trade-off was
innovative protections for the longshoremen, including a
multi-million dollar fund to supplement pensions and
guarantee pay for those who opted not to retire.
The "M & M", as it was called, cost shippers some $29

million but saved them $200 million in reduced costs, and
boosted productivity to record levels. Bridges was hailed
as a "labor statesman" (a label he flatly rejected because it
implied he had sold out) and "a man of his word" by some
of the very employers who had previously sought to do him
in. The irony never escaped him.

In 1970. Mayor Joseph Alioto appointed Bridges to the
San Francisco Port Commission. For the next decade,

On strike in the spring of 1934, Bridges carries a picket sign at the

Embarcadero.

Bridges was a active promoter of the Port, yet never
yielded to the pressures that would put his members in
jeopardy.

POLITICS IN PRACTICE

Bridges was a staunch advocate of civil rights ever since
his brief association with the Wobblies in 1921. These
views were fostered and established as policy during
union organizing on the San Francisco waterfront in the
early '30s.

In 1942, his "On the Beam" column in The Dispatcher
called for an end to discrimination against Blacks and
women. He was among the first in the labor movement to
condemn the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War Ti. And in the early '60s, he was strongly
critical of the government's lackluster investigation into
the bombings of black churches and the deaths of civil
rights activists in the South.

Politically. Bridges was often at polar extremes with the
US government. In 1937, he advocated a one-day shut-
down of the Port of San Francisco to protest the US policy
of non-support for the Republican government of Spain.
Similar actions were taken the year previous, when the
ILWU refused to handle cargoes bound for Fascist-con-
trolled Italy, and in 1938, when scrap iron headed for
Japan was left on the docks in the wake of that country's
invasion of China.

In 1947, Bridges tangled with President Harry Truman
over Truman's threat to use the Army to break railroad
and maritime strikes. He called Truman "a political acci-
dent, a back-room politician, a man without vision or
courage.. a strikebreaker."

Bridges openly opposed the Korean War and the Cold
War policies of Truman and Eisenhower, and cautioned
against the expansion of the military-industrial complex.
Finding no safe harbor for labor with either the Demo-
crats or Republicans, he called for the formation of an
independent labor party.
The vision of Harry Bridges was never more evident

than in his 1954 column condemning US policy in Indo-
China; he predicted with startling accuracy the perils of
US involvement, which ultimately led American troops
into Viet Nan. And when that war became a tragic reality,
Bridges was an unceasing critic, urging the ILWU mem-

bership into formal protest.

Bridges kept the rank and file of the ILWU as his
touchstone and guide, constantly pushing to preserve
union democracy. Caucus and convention delegates set
policies; negotiating committees spearheaded contract
talks; locals operated autonomously. And the membership
had the final word on everything through secret-ballot
elections, referendums, initiatives, recalls and contract
votes.

Meanwhile, Harry lived modestly and took pride in
being one of the lowest-paid union leaders in the nation.
"It is good union policy that officers should not earn so
much that they drift away from the members," he said.

Bridges was a firm believer in labor solidarity and fre-
quently argued that the union "could not go it alone" and
remain effective. In 1935, he supported the Maritime Fed-
eration of the Pacific as a unifying force for workers in the
industry. In the '50s and the '60s, he reached out to the
Teamsters and the ILA, which—like the ILWU—were
considered renegades in the labor movement. And, when
the ILWU considered affiliation with the AFL-CIO in the
late '80s, Bridges supported the move.

THE GOLDEN YEARS

Retiring from the ILWU in 1977 on a longshore pension,
Bridges forged new paths as the vice president of the
California Congress of Seniors and became a formidable
lobbyist for senior citizens. "I'm not looking for a job," he
said then. "And I don't plan to make any money out of it.
But I do want to lend a hand. It's time they were organized
into one organization so they can hammer on the door of
the White House—or kick the door in."

A living legend in his retirement years, Bridges was
courted by politicos of every persuasion and deified by the
press and hundreds of groups—labor, senior and other-
wise. True to his nature, he chafed under the burden of
accolades and never failed to remind those who praised
him that it was the membership—not Harry Bridges—
who should be honored for the ILWU's success.

"I just got the credit for a lot of it," he said in 1985. "I was
a working stiff who happened to be around at the right
time."

Leading the ranks up San Francisco's Market Street, 1939. With the gentlemen of the press, 1934.
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people down there facing the guns and doing a few other
things. It wasn't anybody on top.
"There's all kinds of people that have done as much as me

to build this Union. And their names are not even
mentioned."

Bridges arriving in 1949 with Hawaii
Regional Director Jack Hall and Interna-
tional Secretary-Treasurer Lou Goldlatt.

With Local 6 President Chili Duarte

A house divided 

"We run into trouble when
we get divided: by racism, by
unconstructive criticism, by
timidity, fear and bureau-
cracy on one hand and by
super-militant saber-rat-
tling on the other hand
which terrifies half the
membership and puts the
rest to sleep."

HARRY IN HIS OWN WORDS
Credit due 

"Let me tell you that the history of the Union was not writ-
ten by any goddam officer, young or old. And don't let it
happen.
"I know who wrote the history of this Union. It was the

•

At left, with Johnny Maletta at the 1936
longshore caucus in San Pedro.

Bean counters

"Now, we can understand
college-trained economists
working all these things out
as models on paper or in a
computer. But that's where
these models usually fin-
ish—on paper.
"As a case in point, I like to
play the horses. I study the
dope sheets, and make a
million bucks—on paper.
Something always seems to
go wrong once I get to the
track. The horses don't seem
to be able to read my
system."

—"On the Beam" (Sep. 1966)

Retirement

"I've noticed that when the
old bastard's retiring, peo-
ple say, 'He's not so bad,
after all."

—"Harry Bridges, The Optimist" (1977)

,

At 1951 International Convention, Bridges
visits with delegates from Chicago
warehouse local.

Mechanization 

"Unions aren't social ser-
vice agencies. Why should
we take it upon ourselves to
pick up the pieces after
industry discards people for
machines? Isn't it about
time unions got in there
before the fact to insist that
there must be some obliga-
tion to people in all this?"

—"On the Beam" (Jan. 1976)

Harry lays it on the line with long-
shore negotiating committee,
1971.

—ILWU Convention (Apr. 1973)

Stalwarts of the Bridges defense committee, Claude Sanders,
Albert James, Johnnie Walker and Bill Chester.

The ILWU's favorite Senator, Oregon's Wayne Morse, at left, with
Local 8 President Francis Murnane and Bridges.

Democracy

"I don't think the American form of government, as I read
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, can be bettered any
place in the world. It might be possible. It might work
under some other circumstances. I have still got to learn."

'"*".* ""'"""' 
•

:=21:-.1rst

—Deportation hearing (1939)

Since '34

"We've come a long way since then. Imagine trying to
explain pensions and health and welfare, let alone a guar-
antee, to one of our guys back then. Imagine telling the
same guy that the movie actor he saw galloping across the
screen on Saturday afternoon would one day be the most
bitterly anti-worker president in the history of this country.
Imagine trying to explain containers and computers. The
problems of the modern worker are so much more complex,
so much more puzzling."

—photo by Sid Roger

.1i
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-"On the Beam" (Dec. 1961) --The Big Strike" (1985) 410,
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Coast, Hawaii shut down in memory of Harry
SAN FRANCISCO—All West Coast,

Alaska and Hawaii ports shut down for two
hours April 5 as a ferry boat, bearing a
capacity crowd, left Pier 43 and headed out
past the Golden Gate to scatter the ashes of
ILWU President Emeritus Harry Bridges.
News of Bridges' death had spread

quickly throughout the union six days ear-
lier, prompting the first coastwise closure
from noon March 30 to 8 a.m. the following
morning. The Bridges family, the Interna-
tional and many locals were inundated
with phone calls, cards, telegrams and let-
ters relaying heartfelt condolences and
glowing tributes.
At the funeral, emotions were mixed as

family, friends and admirers stepped for-
ward to eulogize the legendary founder and
leader of ale ILWU: saddened by the pass-
ing of a great man, they remembered with
fondness, respect and good humor his
remarkable accomplishments, his indomi-
table spirit, his extraordinary life.

Bridges' leadership, observed ILWU
International President Jim Herman,
remains an "indelible certification of

Harry's life which touched thousands and
thousands of people. He addressed the
major social issues of his time and beyond.
Each of us are beneficiaries of his
greatness."

Father Bill O'Donnell of Saint Joseph of
the Workman Church noted that while
Bridges "rejected the pomposity of reli-
giosity," he "lived what he taught. I see
Harry as one of our greatest secular
saints."

Nikki Bridges brought smiles as she
introduced herself as "the widow of Saint
Harry" and thanked members of the
Inlandboatmen's Union, ILWU. who volun-
teered their services for the day.

Three miles off the California coast,
Bridges' family—Nikki, son Robert,
daughters Jacqueline Jourdan, Julie Fales
and Katherine—led the procession to the
gangway from which the ashes were cast. A
nearby tug spewed giant arcs of water into
the air as guests tossed roses into the sea in
final farewell.

Following the ceremony, union officials,
rank-and-filers and pensioners joined

employers and pillars of the community for
an informal tribute.
"There was nobody like Harry Bridges,"

said San Francisco ILWU Pensioners Club
President Bob Rohatch, "nobody. He was
always ten to fifteen years ahead of the rest
of us. We thought he was crazy when he
started talking about health and welfare,
and pensions, and benefits for widows.
But, as always, he was right."

Recounting the multiple efforts by the
US government to deport Bridges, Califor-
nia Labor Federation Executive Secretary
John F. Henning observed: "No person put
the Constitution to a greater test of intel-
lectual freedom."
Genady Zolotov, Deputy Consul General

of the Soviet Union, remembered the
Friendship Award his country bestowed on
the late ILWU leader. "Harry Bridges is
very well-known there," he said. "He stood
for international cooperation. The bridges
that Harry Bridges built are a lasting mon-
ument to him."
Expressions of gratitude and fond

remembrance were also heard from ILWU

International Vice President Randy Vek-
ich, International Secretary-Treasurer
Curt McClain, Coast Committee member
Bill Ward, Canadian Area President Don
Garcia, IBU Regional Director Marina Sec-
chitano, and ILWU Local Presidents Larry
Wing, Annie Coleman, Richard Cavalli,
Jim Ryder and Mike Diller.

Walter Johnson of the San Francisco
Labor Council summed it up: "Harry,
thanks for the memories."
So many people with so much to say and

so little time to say it. In just a couple of
hours, it was all over: Harry Bridges was
one with the ocean that brought him here
seventy years ago.

For members of the family, however, pub-
lic obligation in their hour of private
mourning had not come to an end. A grand
celebration of Harry's life was just a few
days away, with thousands expected to
attend in San Francisco, in Long Beach, in
Tacoma and Seattle, and, later, in Hawaii.
The world had not heard the last of Harry
Bridges—nor will it as long as his legacy is
alive.

Lane Kirkland, President, AFL-CIO
"... His courage and commitment during some of

trade unionism's darkest hours will never be forgotten.
Despite the long period of estrangement from the AFL-
CIO, the two of us maintained a strong and enduring
personal relationship. What a pleasure it was to keep
company with this delightful and engaging man!"

Owen Bieber, President,
United Auto Workers
"He never ducked a fight, and while many disagreed

with him, there was no friend or foe who did not respect
the man and his ideals... In an era when we are all
more conscious of the need for greater international
worker solidarity, Harry set a fine and consistent
example."

George Kourpias, President,
International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace
Workers
"Like so many people who pioneered the labor move-

ment and refused to accept the capitalists' ideas for
America, Harry was subjected to a great deal of oppres-
sion and hostility. He withstood that and continued to
speak out.. .We look forward to working with you and
your members to carry forward the ideas Harry always
strove for."

Joint Council 7, International
Brotherhood of Teamsters
"Even though he had left the arena after accomplish-

ing so much, his very presence was a reminder of the
militancy and dedication that must be maintained if
unionism is to remain effective."

Mike Sacco, President, Seafarers
International Union
"His accomplishments will live on forever."

Gunnar Lundberg, President,
Sailors' Union of the Pacific
"Sympathy and fraternal greetings to the officers

and members..."

California State Assembly
"...a memorial resolution with deepest regret and

heartfelt sympathy."

Rep. Daniel Akaka, Hawaii
"He never forgot his beginnings, and always exhib-

ited his compassion and caring for his fellow workers."

Washington State House of
Representatives
"(We) remember and honor Harry Bridges for the

great life that he led, and for all the lives that he made
better, and for the shining example that his life pro-
vides for all of us today."

Mayor Tom Bradley, City of Los
Angeles
"His life, his commitment and his concern for others

is a legacy he leaves for all of us to emulate."

California State Senate
"...a dynamic individual whose actions and good

deeds earned for him the respect and admiration of his
colleagues and the countless individuals whose lives
he touched...."

Norman Rice, Mayor of Seattle
"I stand with all who remember Harry Bridges and

the ideals he embodied. In memory of Mr. Bridges I
ordered the flags of our city to fly at half mast on
Monday, April 2, 1990 from morning to sundown."

William Coday, Pacific Maritime
Association
"He lived as one should. He dared to challenge power

establishments.. .he attacked leaders who abused their
power in arrogant and pompous ways. He tweaked
their noses in dramatic ways that revealed a grand
sense of inner humor. I know that the people in our
industry held for him the highest respect."

Norman Leonard, ILWU attorney
(retired)

"I had the good fortune to work with others —
Richard Gladstein, Telford Taylor, Aubrey Grossman,
Vincent Hallinan —on the cases which eventually
resulted in the final termination of the government's
twenty-year vendetta against Harry
"Throughout it all Harry had one basic underlying

motivation. To build a strong democratic union, come
hell or high water."

San Francisco Port Commission
"...by his untiring efforts, made great contributions

to the economic welfare of this port, the shipping indus-
try, and to the community as a whole..."

Robert L. Woodell, Executive
Director, Port of Portland

. . a strong voice and pioneer in the maritime
industry."

Ezunial Burts, Executive Director,
Port of Los Angeles
"Sincerest condolences to the membership of the

ILWU in the loss of this dynamic labor leader."

Port of Coos Bay
"... by his untiring efforts, enriched the lives of so

many in our port district."

World Peace Council
"His passion for human dignity, equality, social jus-

tice and human rights was a powerful force for gal-
vanizing workers and human rights movements."

Los Angeles County Federation of
Labor

"...in gratitude for the blood, sweat and tears he and
his members gave so that all workers might prosper."

Harold Lewis, General Secretary,
International Transport Federation
"No one with the workers' interests at heart could

have failed to recognize his great courage, sincerity and
abilities. We know that he will be deeply mourned, far
beyond any political or ideological divides."

Waterside Workers Federation of
Australia

"... truly outstanding achievements in most difficult
circumstances, which remain as an ideal for all pro-
gressive trade union leaders in your country and ours."

Firemen and Deckhands, New
South Wales

-Many of our older members knew Harry personally
and are grieved at his passing. His assistance to mar-
itime workers the world over will never be surpassed."

Ship Painters and Dockers Union
of Australia

"...a man who put the struggles of the working class
first on all occasions."

Seamen's Union of Australia
"The protracted personal, spirited battles he was

forced to fight against McCarthyism and abuse of dem-
ocratic process enhanced his reputation with progres-
sive people of the world."

Sea and River Workers Union,
USSR

"...a defender of workers' rights and peace whose
contribution to the friendship between the Soviet and
American people is inestimable."

Toshio Kamezaki, President
Zenkowan (Japanese
longshoremen)

"...a militant leader, contributing greatly to the
international solidarity of dockworkers..."

S.P. Jennings, General Secretary,
New Zealand Waterside Workers
"Harry Bridges and his struggles for workers' rights

in the US are well known and appreciated in New
Zealand. His wisdom and knowledge are reflected in
many of the working conditions on the New Zealand
waterfront."

New Zealand Seafarers
"We have for over 50 years enjoyed a close relation-

ship with ILWU. The foundations were laid by Social-
ists like Bridges...."


