
ILWU Remedy for Depression Woes
SAN FRANCISCO—The International

Executive Board of the ILWU has called
for "a complete revision of fax laws"
and "a drastic cut in military spending"
as a means of combatting a crisis of
runaway inflation and rapidly growing
unemployment."

Text of a resolution adopted by the
Board follows:

WHEREAS: The capitalist nations of
the world are caught up in a crisis of
runaway inflation and rapidly growing
unemployment that threatens to become
the worst manifestation of depression
since the 1930's, and;

WHEREAS: The invention of trick
words like stagflation and the substitu-
tion of the word recession for depression
cannot mask the true horror of this situa-
tion for the millions of working people
now jobless or facing loss of their jobs,
and;

WHEREAS: The United States contin-

ues to pour billions of dollars into mili-
tary expenditure, spending $30 billion
annually to keep 500,000 troops over-
seas and amassing a nuclear stockpile
equivalent to 615,365 Hiroshima bombs,
and;
WHEREAS: In the words of Pope Paul

to delegates attending the recent World
Food Conference in Rome, No more
war, never again! No more hunger, never
again!" should become a clarion call to
action by the unions of the world.
WHEREAS: The factors that have cre-

ated this situation are built-in to the
profit system and can only be remedied
by drastic reforms:
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that the International Executive Board
of the International Longshoremen's &
Warehousemen's Union, meeting in San
Francisco, calls for the following reme-
dies:
• A complete revision of tax laws to

transfer the fax burden from working

people to corporations and those indi-
viduals of wealth best able to pay. This
means especially closing tax loopholes
that are criticized by even conservative
sources, and it means eliminating favor-
itism such as the oil depletion allowance.
• A drastic cut in military spending,

which in the United States is consumng
60 cents of our tax dollar and diverting
billions of dollars that otherwise could
go into constructive social programs.
• Absolute opposition to any reimpo-

sition of wage controls. Our union has
been that route, and we know that it is
the working people who take it on the
chin.
• A program of government support

for reduction of interest rates and en-
couragement for new housing starts. The
sluggishness of the construction industry
due to high interest rates is one of the
key factors in the high unemployment
rate. This is an area where the govern-
ment must act.

'Rebuild' DockerloNt,
Is Word mispArimEit Caucus
At Boron 
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SAN FRANCISCO— The ILWU Inter-
national Executive Board, meeting here
November 18, voted to assist the re-
building program of ILWU Local 30,
Boron.
The Board acted after hearing a re-

port from Local 30 President Ken Gor-
don and Secretary-Treasurer Eugene
Pope.
Members of the Boron local—who are

employed at the huge US Borax open-
pit mine and processing facilities in the
Mojave desert—voted October 24 to end
their nearly five-month strike against
the US Borax Co.

FUTURE PLANS
The strike, it was agreed by all pres-

ent—including the local's officers—had
been lost, and a number of hours were
spent in discussion of how such defeats
could be avoided in the future, and how
Local 30 could consolidate its own
strength.
One major problem, Gordon and Pope

told the board members, is that some
300 members of the Local have not been
called back to work as the company
refused to bump scabs who were hired

—Continued on Page 3
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TOUGH DECISION — Kenneth L.
Gordon, president of ILWU Local 3C.
in Boron, explains to the union's In-
ternational Executive Board circum-
stances that led to settlement of the
142-day strike against US Borax on
terms less than what the union had
hoped for. Board voted to assist local
in rebuilding.
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VIGOROUS DEBATE — The meeting of the ILWU's International Executive
Board in San Francisco November 18-20 was marked by vigorous debate on
a variety of subjects. In the above photo Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblaft
delivers a report while members of the board study the document.

Board Votes to Send
Delegates to Probe Chile
SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU Ex-

ecutive Board voted unanimously to at-
tempt to send an overseas delegation to
Chile this year to investigate reports of
the complete destruction of the labor
movement and the democratic liberties
of the Chilean people.
The delegation will be composed of

one member from Hawaii, one mem-
ber from California and one member
from the Northwest.

A previous ILWU overseas delega-
tion to Chile in 1971 visited the then-
President Salvador Allende as well as
leaders and rank and file members of
the Chilean labor movement.
At that time, they reported, Chileans

were moving optimistically toward a
socialist form of government, despite
opposition from the US and local busi-
ness interests.
But in September, 1973, a right-wing

military coup ousted and murdered Al-

lende and then proceeded to system-
atically destroy the Chilean labor
movement and the massive left-wing
political parties.
In a related action, the board mem-

bers approved the payment of a finan-
cial contribution to assist the legal de-
fense of numerous Chilean political
prisoners.
The Board members also discussed

the question of putting a memorial
plaque on the new ILWU International
headquarters in San Francisco. A
plaque outside the building will dedi-
cate it "to the memory of the men and
women who shaped the ILWU into a
vital force in the labor movement of
the United States and Canada."
An inside plaque will list the Inter-

national officers, past and present, as
well as the names of International
Board members at the time of author-
ization and dedication.

SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU's Pa-
cific Coast Longshore, Ship Clerk and
Walking Boss Caucus will reconvene
here December 9 to consider a pro-
cedural proposal from the Pacific
Maritime Association.
The proposal, which will not be made

public until after it is presented to the
Caucus, is in response to the earlier
action by the Caucus in October asking
PMA to reopen wage negotiations.
The previous Caucus, which met Oct.

7-12, voted to ask PMA to reopen wage
talks because of fear that some form
of wage controls might be reimposed
before the regular expiration date of
the present contract on June 30, 1975.

NEW LOCATION

Following several meetings between
the ILWU's Coast Committee and the
PMA, the PMA submitted a formal
counter-proposal. This now will be pre-
sented to the Caucus.
The Coast Committee, composed of

Harry Bridges, Fred Huntsinger and
William T. Ward, emphasized that the
PMA proposal does not contain any-
thing in the way of wage offers but
deals only with procedures for reopen-
ing the contract.
The Caucus meeting this time will be

at a new location — the David Starr
King Room of the First Unitarian
Church at 1187 Franklin Street — di-
rectly across the street from ILWU

—Continued on Pabe 2

More on Board
Meeting in Next
Dispatcher
SAN FRANCISCO — As this

issue of The Dispatcher was be-
ing locked up, the ILWU Inter-
national Executive Board was
still in session here.
Some of the Board's discus-

sions and actions are reported in
this issue. A further report will
be carried in the next issue (De-
cember 6) of the paper.
The Board's meeting, which

started November 18, was fea-
tured by lengthy debates on such
issues as the recent Boron strike,
sugar reopener talks in Hawaii,
the problems of Longshore Lo-
cal 10 in San Francisco, and as-
sorted internal and administra-
tive matters.
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`Remember to use it wisely, 0 Mighty One"
Ken Alexander, San Francisco Examiner

The Elections
THE REAL TEST of what the November 5

elections mean for the people of the United
States — and most particularly working people
—will not come until the new Congress con-
venes and the various state legislatures begin
their deliberations.

The tide of Democrats who were swept into
office across the nation on a wave of public re-
vulsion against the Republican Watergate ma-
chinations will face monumental problems
when they convene — with inflation, unemploy-
ment and the general economic instability of
the capitalist world leading the field.

But it must be remembered these victories
were achieved with a very small percentage
turnout of voters. This is the most important
index of potential change — the people who did
not vote this time but who may vote the next
time out. So it is dangerous to overestimate the
positive aspects of the just-concluded election.
There is a vast cynicism about politics in the
United States, and this is a factor that might
one day help some right-wing man-on-horse-
back.

FOR A LONG TIME IN the history of this na-
tion we have been playing this yo-yo game

of the two-party system. When things go badly
under the Democrats, the people vote the Re-
publicans in. Then, when things go adversely
with the Republicans, the people replace them
with Democrats. Sooner or later this has to
change. The string on the yo-yo has to wear out.

The labor movement in the United States
traditionally has taken a skeptical view toward
this see-saw pattern. Labor, including the ILWU,
has endeavored to remain non-partisan, endors-
ing Democrats when they deserved it and Re-
publicans when they were deemed worthy of
support. This year, as it turned out, precious
few Republicans were deemed worthy of sup-
port, and so there was a big Democratic sweep
—although many of the margins in individual
races were much closer than had been expected.

The point, of course, is that a Democratic
victory is not any guarantee of social reform or

pro-labor legislation. Democrats, in fact, seem
to be more disciplined when they are in a tight
situation with the Republicans. When they get
big majorities they tend to get feisty and in-
dependent.

For example, there is fear in many quarters
that wage controls are more likely to come out
of the new Congress than out of the White House.

IN SOME CASES, such as California, thingscannot help but get better. After eight years
of Ronald Reaganism there is no place to go
but up. That's one reason the ILWU and Cali-
fornia labor supported Jerry Brown.

The greater danger really is in Washington.
Working people of the nation, who are facing

the enormous problems of inflation and unem-
ployment, are going to want some answers —
and there is considerable doubt as to whether
the present political structure can give such an-
swers.

This would seem to indicate some sort of
partisan realignment in the United States is
becoming increasingly inevitable. The end re-
sult of this election could be to hasten that pro-
cess.
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On the Beam
by Harry Bridges

THERE HAS BEEN A VERY important conference just con-

-1- eluded in Rome—The World Food Conference—sponsored by

the United Nations. Our union was urged to send a delegate or

delegates, but that happened to be beyond our means at the mo-

ment. Like everyone else, we are tightening our belts.

The event, however, has been well covered by press and tele-

vision.
One of the most remarkable speeches in connection with the

conference was made by Pope Paul. When a Pope tells a gather-

ing of delegates from the entire world, "No more war, war never

again! No more hunger, hunger never again!" it is an important

statement in our time.
And when the Pope's speech happens to coincide with the

views of the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China, that
is even bigger news.

The newspapers chose to focus attention on the birth control
aspects of the Pope's speech. He accused the rich nations of im-
posing birth control on the poor to keep them poor. That's an in-
teresting point, but it wasn't the thing about the speech that im-
pressed me the most.

I was most impressed by the fact that he appealed for cuts in
military budgets with the savings being channeled into food aid.

THAT'S WHERE WE REALLY have to fight in these times of
inflation, depression and skyrocketing unemployment.
At a time when President Ford is asking the working people

of the United States to "bite the bullet," we seem to be more in-
terested in producing enough bullets to bite than in producing food
to eat and bringing the price of that food within reach of working
people and pensioners.

Already 60 cents of every tax dollar goes to the military, and
they want more. That would bring the total to over $100 billion.

The United States has a nuclear stockpile stored all over the
world that is equal to 615,365 of the bombs that wiped out Hiro-
shima. We spend $30 billion annually to keep 500,000 troops over-
seas. We spend vast amounts to support military dictators, in-
cluding the criminal junta in Chile.

So when a Pope pleads with leaders from all over the world
for "no more war," it is the kind of a call that must be heeded.

The Pope said the rich nations do not give enough food aid to
poor and underdeveloped nations and seek "to impose restrictive
demographic policy on nations to insure they will not claim their
just share of the earth's goods."

Meanwhile, the major socialist nations—the Soviet Union and
China—say that neither face an acute problem in feeding their
millions.

The Soviet Union says the world has the potential to produce
enough food to feed up to 40 billion people. China blames the food
crisis on "plunder by colonialism, imperialism and superpowers."

It was a similar approach that led the Pope into his remarks
about birth control. He said, "It is inadmissible that those who
have control of the wealth and resources of mankind should try to
resolve the problem of hunger by forbidding the poor to be born
or by leaving to die of hunger children whose parents do not fit
into the framework of theoretical plans based on pure hypotheses
about mankind's future."

i
DON'T WANT TO get into a big discussion here about the Mal-
thusian (population control) theories. I'm not particularly well-

known for having been in agreement with various Popes, but I sure
agree with this particular speech when it comes to the business of
no more war and no more hunger. "Never again" should be the
cry of every union of workers anywhere in the world.

When the Soviet Union and the Chinese say they can feed
their people, I believe them.

And I am confident our country can produce more food, par-
ticularly if some of the resources that go into the production of
arms can be channeled into agriculture.

And what is more, this can be done without changing our
present system. I'm not talking about revolution. I'm simply say-
ing that capitalist countries, despite their difficulties, have the
potential for altering their priorities and adapting themselves to
the realities of today's problems.

The capitalist nations of the world are in bad financial trou-
ble. We are in a crisis featured by inflation and rapidly growing
unemployment. This is the worst economic situation since the
depression of the thirties.

Here in the United States we need of lot of things, including
some drastic tax reform. But most of all we need some major
cuts in military spending. That's the place to begin. Let's follow
the line of, "No more war, war never again! No more hunger,
hunger never again!"

BARRY SILVERMAN
Research Director

Dispatcher deadline, November 29, 1974



DOGS YET — Members of ILWU Local 6 on strike
against KNC American Tempering, a glass firm, have
to contend with police dogs, as the above picket line

Local 6 Signs with
Japan Publishing
SAN FRANCISCO — Local 6 mem-

bers at Japan Publishers and Trading
Co. have approved a three year agree-
ment with a first year wage increase
of $1.02 and a reopening on wages in
the second and third year, with the
right to strike.
The contract — the first with this

new house—is retroactive to October 1.
Workers in shipping and receiving will
also receive an additional 20 cents
per hour.
The members also won a holiday

schedule which calls for eight days the
first year, nine days the second year
and 10 days the third year; sick leave
of five days per year; and vacations of
one week after six months and two
weeks after one year. Also negotiated
were other contract language items
such as union security, bulletin boards,
break periods and recognition of the
steward system.
The agreement was negotiated by

Kirk Turner, Business Agent Joe Fig-
ueiredo and Local 6 Secretary-Treas-
urer Keith Eickman.

November 22, 1974
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photo shows. The Alameda county firm has employed
the dogs as an additional form of "security" against
peaceful picketing.

Wilmington
Christmas Party
WILMINGTON, Ca. — All children of

members of the ILWU Memorial Asso-
ciation and ILWU Local 13, are invited
to the Big Annual Christmas Party to
be held December 21, 1974 at the Me-
morial Association's Hall, 231 West "C"
Street, Wilmington. This event is spon-
sored by the ILWU Memorial Associa-
tion, the Women's Auxiliary No. 8 and
ILWU Local 13.
Parents should insure their child's at-

tendance by making reservations before
December 14 to the following persons:
Wilmington: Shirley Gray, 830-1594;
Carson: Anita Uranga, 549-0494 or Car-
ole Hiatt, 830-3322; Gardena: Olivia Mc-
Coy, 323-8727; San Pedro: Florence
Cammack, 832-3770 or Marie Luna, 831-
4554; and Compton: Vivian Adams, 774-
6307. The following information is need-
ed: Member's work number, number of
children attending (ages through 12 eli-
gible), and sex of child in order to de-
termine proper type of gift. Each child
will be given a Christmas stocking.
Santa Claus, and a clown, along with

music will entertain the children. There
will be food Sand door prizes—the draw-
ing to be held at 5 p.m.

OLD FRIENDS — ILWU President Harry Bridges discusses common prob-
lems with James Matles, secretary-treasurer of the United Electrical, Radio
and Machine Workers of America, during a recent visit by Matles to San
Francisco (October 21). The two unions have a long and close association.
Matles is the author of a currently popular book on the struggles of UE
called "Them and Us."
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TRUCK STOPPED — President Cur-

tis McClain (dark coat), president of

ILWU Local 6, joins pickets at KNC

Glass in Union City, Alameda Coun-

ty, Calif., in explaining why he

shouldn't cross the strikers' picket

line to make a delivery. The driver

agreed and drove away.

Dogs Used
Against Pickets
In Local 6 Strike
UNION CITY — A small company

called KNC-American Tempering hit
a new low in labor relations several
weeks ago when it became the first
company in Local 6's history to bring
guard dogs out on the picket line.

Despite the intimidation, reports Busi-
ness Agent Paul Martin, the workers
are hanging together and willing to
take this thing as far down the pike as
they have to.
The dogs — along with a truckload of

armed guards — appeared only about
30 minutes after the 24 workers at KNC
walked out on strike after unanimously
rejecting a company offer of a three-
year wage increase of 25 cents, 25
cents and 25 cents.
Their handlers were given a five

minute on-the-spot course in how to
handle them.

New Local 6 Members
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO — Six of-

fice workers and two warehousemen
at Chicago Pneumatic Tool Co. have
voted to join ILWU Local 6. The organ-
izing was conducted by the Northern
California Regional staff with an assist
from the local.
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Help for
Boron
Local
Continued from Page 1---

in their place during the last weeks of
the strike.
(For a full discussion of the strike

and its conclusion, see The Dispatcher,
November 8, 1974.)
The program voted by the Board is as

follows:
• Local 30 will be excused from per

capita payments to the International
until January, 1975. This will allow the
local to rebuild its depleted treasury.
It will also allow these strikers who
have still not been called back to work
to remain in the local without paying
dues to the International until they get
their jobs again.
• The International will look into the

possibility of helping Local 30 pay the
Legal expenses for some 115 strikers
who were arrested during the course of
the strike.
Local 30 members, the two officers

reported, were subject to constant har-
assment and intimidation by Kern
County deputies, who enforced some-
thing approaching martial law in Boron
during the strike.

FINANCIAL AID

ILWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt informed Board members
that the various locals had responded
generously to requests for financial as-
sistance, both during the strike and to
assist in the rebuilding of the local.
Local 30 has received a total of

$33,195 from locals directly, as well as
an advance against assessments by the
International of $20,000.

More About Dec. 9
Coast Dock Caucus
Continued from Page 1—

headquarters at 1188 Franklin Street.
It will convene at 10 a.m. December

9.
Basically, what the prior session of

the Caucus proposed was that wage
questions be settled prior to the expira-
tion of the present contract — with
other matters to be left for the regular
negotiation period, which starts 50 days
before expiration.

LETTER SENT

The Coast Committee has sent a let-
ter to all locals involved urging that
resolutions relative to re-opening of the
contract (on economic as well as non-
economic items) be in the hands of the
International by the day the Caucus
opens.
The dramatic rise in the cost of

living is a key factor in the effort to
obtain reopening. Longshore workers
are scheduled to get a 12 cent cost of
living increase in January, but if there
were not a ceiling on the present con-
tractual formula, that figure would be
30 cents.

Major Pepsion
Gains Wc by
Local 9
SEATTLE — After long and difficult

negotiations, warehouse Local 9 has
worked a new three-year pension pack-
age with its employers.
The new agreement, elective July 1,

1974, will provide for a full pension in-
crease to $400 per month, based on an
increase of from $10 per credit to $16
per credit.
The present post-retirement benefit

will be extended to give 60 percent ac-
crued benefits to widows of active em-
ployees who die after age 55.
Employees will begin vesting after

10 years, as opposed to 15 years under
the previous agreement. Finally, the
early retirement reduction factor was
increased to 85 percent at age 62; 90
percent at age 63 and 95 percent at age
64.
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British Columbia Adopts Labor
Plan To Fight Inflation

ILWU DELEGATES—Some of the ILWU delegates who attended the British

Columbia Federation of Labor convention in Vancouver Nov. 4-8 are shown

above. Left to right, Alex Point, Local 500; Don Garcia, Canadian area presi-

dent, and Frank Kennedy, Canadian area secretary-treasurer.

VANCOUVER, BC —What should la-
bor do to meet the threat of mounting
inflation, lay-offs, the severe housing
shortage and a developing economic re-
cession?
What should be labor's attitude to the

labor-backed New Democratic Party
provincial government, now under
growing attack by big corporations and
right-wing political iorces?
These worries were uppermost in the

minds of 750 delegates representing
250,000 workers, gathered at the 19th
annual convention of the British Colum-
bia Federation of Labor held in Van-
couver Nov. 4-8. The ILWU was repre-
sented by 11 delegates.
The demand for solutions and actions

found greatest expression in the resolu-
tions adopted and in the speeches from
the floor of the convention.

CONVENTION ACTION

Noting that prices and profits were
both steadily increasing, the convention
called for:
• A national Prices Control Board

with power to roll back prices and in-
terest rates.
• A national housing program to pro-

vide low-cost publicly-owned housing
with low interest rates to finance mort-
gages.
• Tough, new anti-combines legisla-

tion.
• A meaningful excess profits tax.
• Opposition to any form of wage

freeze or control.
Demands for government take-over of

the forest industry (where almost half
the work force is laid off) and action to
develop secondary and manufacturing

Major Wage Gain for
Compress Workers
BAKERSFIELD, Calif. — Warehouse

Local 26, in cooperation with ILWU Lo-
cal 57, Fresno, and Chemical Workers
Local 97 has negotiated a major wage
increase for cotton compress workers
in the San Joaquin Valley.
The one-year agreement provides for

wage increases of 47 cents an hour
retroactive to October 16, 1974 for em-
ployees of Calcott, San Joaquin Com-
press and Calico Compress.
An additional five cents per hour will

be added to improve health and welfare
benefits and an additional three cents
will be used to purchase the union's in-
dustry-wide prescription drug program.
The union negotiating committee con-

sisted of Business Agent George Lee,
Vice-President Max Aragon, John Wal-
lace, Walter Goodman, Victor Cordova,
Manuel Sanchez, Calvin Young and
David Kirkland.

industries based on BC's rich, natural
resources were also endorsed.
The convention also supported an

ILWU sponsored resolution calling for
a long range plan for the development
of West Coast ports with assurances
that labor will be represented on port
administration.

RIGHT TO CRITICIZE

The Federation's attitude to the pro-
vincial NDP government was defined
as one of support while reserving the
right to criticize government legislation
or actions considered undesirable by
labor.
"We have strongly supported various

measures which were under fire from
the vested interests," the Officers' Re-
port declared. At the same time it noted
that conflict with the government had
developed where government policies
and actions "adversely affected the le-
gitimate efforts of the trade union
movement to improve wages and work-
ing conditions."
Singled out for criticism was the ac-

tion of the government in legislating
striking firemen back to work under
terms advanced by the employers. Re-
gressive teatures of the BC labor code
also came in for strong criticism. These
included the ban on inrormational and
organizational picketing as well as
picketing the employer's place of busi-
ness whenever it is, compulsory arbi-
tration in first agreements, making
unions legal entities which can be sued
by the employers, the failure to include
farm workers and domestics in BC
labor legislation, and denial of the right
to strike when technological change re-
sults in lay-offs.
The Political Action Committee's re-

port warned of the danger posed by a
prospect of a return of Social Credit or
other right-wing party in the next pro-
vincial election and called for "the best
possible effort to re-elect the NDP gov-
ernment."
Dealing with international affairs the

convention welcomed the "marked im-
provement in East-West relations" as a
"trend long overdue" that emphasized
the need for Canadian withdrawal from
NATO and NORAD both of which "de-
prive Canada of a truly independent
foreign policy."

CHILE BAN URGED

It condemned Canada's recognition of
the Chilean ruling Junta "as outrageous
as the CIA's involvement in helping that
government come to power, and called
on the Canadian government to "end
all forms of economic and other assis-
tance to Chile and to sever diplomatic
relations with Chile until a democratic
government is returned to power."
The convention urged the Canadian

government to help "reverse the arms
race and to help re-direct the resources
and money involved into food produc-
tion to feed those in need. As a practical
step in that direction it demanded that
Canada "cut its huge arms expendi-
tures by half in order to help provide
the necessary social services for Cana-
dian people."
In other actions the convention:
• Called for an increase in the mini-
mum wage now at $2.50 an hour, to
$3.00 in 1974 and $4.00 by Dec. 31, 1975.
• Asked the provincial government

to take over the US-owned BC Tele-
phone Company.
• Demanded federal action to build

a Canadian merchant marine, build a
dry dock in Vancouver capable of lifting
ships of over 125,000 tons, a guarantee
that a significant proportion of export
trade in Canadian raw materials will be
carried in Canadian built and Canadian
manned merchant ships, and national-
ization of the grain companies.
• Asked for the removal of the edu-

cation tax from homeowners.
• Urged the federal government to

impose an unconditional halt to any fur-
ther foreign take-over of Canadian com-
panies.
• Pledged full support to the native

people in obtaining a just land claims
settlement.
• Agreed to call meetings with farm

organizations to promote farmer-labor
unity against corporate exploitation.
• Called on the provincial govern-

ment to enact its election promises on
tenant rights and to give tenants the
right to bargain collectively.
• Continued its policy of declaring all

non-United Farm Workers Union grapes
as "hot."
• Supported the UN resolution de-

claring 1975 International Women's
Year.
• Endor sed an ILWU resolution

which called for amendments to the
Workers Compensation Act to eliminate
all references to the Canada Pension
Plan. The present practice pools WCA
funds and Canada Pension Plan funds
and results in workers partially funding
their own compensation. This is con-
trary to the principle that the employ-
ers pay the full cost of all compensation
claims.

GARCIA REELECTED

Don Garcia, Canadian Area ILWU
president, was reelected to the Federa-
tion's "-me ':er e 1,1uA1 l.
"All the signs point to tough times in

the next two years," said Garcia, "what
with inflation, lay-offs and a slowdown
in the economy. On top of that we'll
likely have another provincial election.
The trade union movement will need
more unity and determination than ever
to retain what we have won and to
make advances, in both the economic
and political fields. I'm confident that
the Federation will provide the leader-
ship needed and that it will continue to
grow."

Big Local 26 Wage
Gain af GATX
LOS ANGELES —Local 26 members

at General American Transportation
Company (GATX) ratified a new three-
year agreement providing substantial
wage increases and other benefits.
The wage package includes a 55-cent

hourly increase retroactive to October
1, 1974; 4Q cents on November 1, 1975;
and another 40 cents effective Novem-
ber 1, 1976.
Cost - of - living adjustments will be

made on May 1, 1975 and November 1,
1976. Pension contributions are in-
creased from 20 cents to 30 cents per
hour.
In addition, the union won a prescrip-

tion drug program and one additional
paid holiday.
The Local 26 negotiating committee

included President Joe Ibarra, Frank
Laugel, Jack Coburn and Paul Graf.

THE ISSUES—Cover of recent issue
clear reason for strike of 120,000 soft

WASHINGTON, DC — The nation's
120,000 soft coal miners remained out
on strike as this issue of The Dispatcher
went to press, while their elected Na-
tional Bargaining Council examined a
tentative pact reached November 12.

Under the United Mine Workers' new
ratification procedures, any agreement
must first be reviewed and approved by
the Bargaining Council. It is then pre-
sented to approximately 1,000 local
elected officers who will conduct the
rank and file ratification votes.

THE PACKAGE
If the tentative pact is approved,

wages will go up nine percent the first
year, three percent the second year and
three percent the third year. This would
raise the average miner's pay from the
current $5.63 per hour to $6.67 over the
life of the agreement.
Cost-of-living language was included

for the first time. Miners could receive
an additional one cent per hour for each
.4 percent increase in the Consumer
Price Index, up to a maximum of eight
percent. This would mean another 98
cents, bringing the average miners cash
pay to $7.65 an hour at the end of the
pact.
An additional catch-up lump sum bo-

nus of $80 each would also be paid out.

SICK LEAVE
Sick leave was also added to the

miners' package, for the first time, up
to five days yearly.
The UMW also won a pension in-

crease, which would bring present re-
tirees' income up to $250 per month by
1977, as opposed to the present level of
$150.
Other fringes include additional vaca-

tions, paid holidays and sickness and
accident protection of $100 per week up
to 52 weeks based on length of service.
On the important issue of safety the

UMW won the right for individual min-
ers to stop work if unsafe conditions ex-
ist. Union safety officials are guaran-
teed access to mines to check condi-
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tions.

UMW negotiators, however, were
making no promises as to the reaction
of the membership as the pact ran into
some heavy opposition in the Bargain-
ing Council.

Portland Pensioners
PORTLAND—More than 100 pension-

ers, wives, widows and guests of ILWU
Local 40 were wined and dined on the
River Queen Nov. 9.

The hatch covers were off on good
fellowship. Larry Clark, president of
the Clerks, called the affair the local's
"19th Annual Young-timers' Party."

George Martin, ILWU International
Vice-president in charge of Organiza-
tion, the banquet speaker, described the
historic old sternwheeler, moored on
the west bank of the Willamette near
Terminal, as a "fine and fitting place
to hold this kind of gathering."

On a more somber note, he said that
if the labor movement "does not move
ahead" to solve problems connected
with inflation, high prices and runaway
shops, "we will all suffer for a long
time to come."

He praised the pensioners for their
track record in building ILWU and for
their present involvement in political
activity and community projects, which,
he declared,_would be of "help in strug-
gles which lie ahead. . . .

"Prices are out of sight, profits are
the highest in American history—only
wages have not kept pace. . . . Working
people, and retirees on fixed income,
these are the real victims of inflation.

He called for all workers to "unite on
a program to help ourselves, the unor-
ganized and the disorganized. There is
no substitute for labor's economic pow-
er . . . it may be incumbent on us to
take the first step. Never mind our dif-
ferences with other unions! (We should

Oregon Voters
Back Labor Choices
With Few Exceptions
PORTLAND — Labor - backed candi-

dates in Oregon's four Congressional
districts swept to victory Nov. 5, as did
Bob Straub, labor-backed candidate for
governor. Straub outpolled the GOP
nominee, reactionary State Senator Vic-
tor Atiyeh, by a five to four margin.
Another labor-endorsed candidate who

came off winner was State Senator Bill
Stevenson, elected labor commissioner
by a whopping majority vote. He plans
to reorganize that office, which in re-
cent years has been shorn of many of
its powers, he told the CRDC.
The Congressional quartet includes

Les AuCoin, first Democrat ever to win
voter approval for the first district
seat; Al Ullman, reelected in the second
district; Bob Duncan, a former Con-
gressman, elected in the metropolitan
third district, stamping ground of Edith
Green, who is retiring; and James
Weaver, who unseated the Republican
incumbent in the fourth district, in a
cliff-hanger race.

ROBERTS LOSES

However, Betty Roberts who chal-
lenged U.S. Senator Bob Packwood for
the seat he wrested six years ago from
the late Wayne Morse, was defeated.
Columbia River District Council Leg-

islative Representative John Olson said,
in commenting on the senatorial race:
"Considering she got off to such a late

start (after Morse's death) and that her
opponent started campaigning, and pil-
ing up a big slush fund, even before the
primary (in which he had no opposi-
tion), Roberts ran a very good race in-
deed," said Columbia River legislative
Representative John Olson.
The Democratic landslide swept a

number of reactionary politicians out
of the Oregon legislature, giving the
Democrats a 23-7 majority in the Sen-
ate, and a 38-22 majority in the House.
Among those who bit the dust on the

Senate side were two high ranking
Democrats whose credibility was gone;
one, the former Senate majority leader
William Holmstrom, because he mis-
used the powers of his office; and the

other,- Speaker of the House Richard
Eymann, because he employed too
many relatives in his. The former was
defeated by an Independent; the latter
by a Republican.
The Oregon election, said Olson,

"wasn't based on issues like abortion,
guns and busing, which fired up the
voters in some states, like Massachu-
setts. Here they seemed bent only on
electing candidates they felt were hon-
est and would give them a chance to
respect government."
He noted with satisfaction that pre-

session meetings of the new legislature
had put Phil Lang, liked by labor, in
as Speaker of the House, while another
labor-endorsed solon, Jason Boe, was
reelected president of the Senate.

REPUBLICAN LOSERS
A one-termer and member of the

Firefighters Union, Ed Linstead, went
in as House majority leader.
GOP reactionaries who lost out Nov.

5 included L. W. Newbry, a long time
"hardliner" on ways and means and
pillar of agribusiness from the pear
belt; and George Eivers, a senator from
Clackamas County, defeated by a politi-
cal unknown, Walter Brown, who went
to a CRDC meeting last spring looking
for answers to some of Oregon's eco-
nomic problems.
CRDC's voting recommendations in

most cases paralleled those of the AFL-
CIO. However, Charles Jordan, elected
to the Portland City Council, was not
supported by AFL-CIO, and did have
CRDC support. He is the first black to
occupy such a post in Oregon.
The voter turn-out topped expecta-

tions Newspaper pundits had predicted
the working man would stay home.
However he went to the polls.

* * *

Election Day comes during the height
of the Oregon deer hunting season, and
deer hunting is the. working man's fav-
orite sport in this state. But this year
many deer hunters known to this re-
porter returned to their precincts Nov.
5, or cast absentee ballots before taking
off for their favorite hunting grounds.

Celebrate; Warned of Labor's Future
seek) a national labor conference to
pressure the government to roll back
prices . . . and "call for international
solidarity" to solve problems connected
with runaway industry and low wages
in other lands.

If the corporations won't go along,
Martin said, "then we may have to put
pressure on the politicians to nationalize
the food, energy and public transporta-
tion industries," and we may have to
have "periodic national and internation-
al work stoppages."

There is no need for a depression in
this country, he stated, "This is a rich
nation.
"We must unite for real and genuine

changes."
The banquet committee consisted of

J. K. Stranahan, chairman, John Born-
kamp, Lloyd Pitzer, and Bob Johnson.
Following the banquet, the "young

timers" and their wives danced to the
.music of Local 40 member Bill West,
son of the late Wilmer West, a Local 40
retiree.

RETIREES BANQUET — ILWU Vice-President George
nual pensioners banquet Nov. 9 in Portland. It was held this year on the
River Queen, an old sternwheeler converted into a restaurant. Others in the
photo are Larry Clark, president of Local 40; Mrs. Clark, and Area Welfare
Director Art Ronne. In the foreground can be seen one of the many retired
members of Locals 40 and 92 who attended the banquet.

Martin addresses an-

SAN FRANCISCO — In late
November of 1934 an event oc-
curred in San Francisco that
typified the antagonisms that re-
mained after the great maritime
strike of that year and made
the waterfronts of the Pacific
Coast anything but peaceful.
The Dollar liner President Taft

was preparing to sail for the
Orient by way of Honolulu. She
was scheduled to take aboard
the University of California foot-
ball team, which was to play two
games in Hawaii.
When the team and its bag-

gage arrived at the dock it found
a distinctly hostile reception.
Some California football players
had scabbed as longshoremen
during the strike of the previous
summer, and the Golden Bears
were less than the favorite team
of Bay Area maritime workers.

'CARRY YOUR OWN'

So the team was told by long-
shoremen to load their own bag-
gage — including the heavy
trunks containing uniforms.
Mike Quin in his book, "The

Big Strike," writes of the foot-
ball players, "How they had to
carry their own luggage, grope
for their own staterooms, and
ring the service bells until they
wore the ends off their fingers
without getting any response.
The Taft was delayed at least

two hours in sailing as a result
of the protest action by long-
shoremen and seamen. This was
only a small sample of many
"hot cargo" disputes that were
to occur up and down the Coast
in the post-strike period.
Those who claim the maritime

strike was "broken" by the em-
ployers—and there is that school
of thought — are wrong. It is
true some strikers went back
to work at the end of July think-
ing they had achieved less than
that to which they were entitled.
But they had their foot in the
door, and they had their own
unions.
As Quin puts it, ". . . there

ensued a period of industrial
guerrilla warfare which per-
sisted for more than two years,
ultimately resulting in the whole
Pacific Coast maritime's strike's
breaking out again in greater
force than ever.

UNITY WAS KEY
Today there are elaborate ar-

bitration procedures that have
been evolved over the years to
impose controls on job action.
But back in 1934 it was indeed
guerrilla warfare.
Quin says, "The longshoremen

knew well enough that they
would not be enjoying the ad-
vantages they had were it not
for the solidarity support that
they received from other unions
and other sections of the pop-
ulace. Thus they persistently
backed up every struggle of or-
ganized labor anywhere in the
world and were a strong factor
in developing unionism general-
ly.
"There was more than senti-

mentality involved here. They
realized that their gains were
founded on solidarity, and the
stronger organized labor became
everywhere the more secure
would be their gains.
"They refused to lay hand on

any cargo which came from a
strike area and had previously
been handled by'scabs."
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Columbia Council
Says Politicians
Must Deliver
PORTLAND— Assessment of the No-

vember election in terms of the upcom-
ing session of the Oregon legislature
occupied the attention of the Columbia
River District Council Nov. 10.

It was brought out that the Demo-
cratic sweep gives labor an opportunity
to get over bills of benefit to the people,
"but we need someone at Salem to see
the politicians don't go back on their
promises."
George Martin, International Vice-

President in charge of Organization,
here to attend a banquet for Local 40
pensioners, told the delegates that it is
"more and more necessary for the lo-
cals to use their political arm."

SPECIAL MEETING

The Council voted to hold a special
meeting in the Clerks Hall December 1

Calling All
ILWU Members
Do you know some workers

who don't make union wages?
Who are being pushed around?
Who have no security on the
job?

In other words, do you know
workers who want to be or-
ganized into the ILWU? If so,
please write or telephone in-
formation to one of the fol-
lowing:

Northwest Regional Office
G. Johnny Parks,

Regional Director
405 N.W. 18th Ave.
Portland, Ore. 97209
Phone: (503) 223-1955

Washington-Alaska Offices
George Ginnis, Int'l Rep.
2330 11th Street
Tacoma, Washington 98421
Phones:
Home—(206) SK 9-8468
Office—(206) 383-5144

Southern Calif. Regional Office
William Piercy,

Regional Director
5625 S. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90037
Phone: (213) 753-5594
Chester Meske, Int'l Rep.
Donald Wright, Int'l Rep.
Earle Barnett, Int'l Rep.

Northern Calif. Regional Office
LeRoy King,

Regional Director
1188 Franklin Street
San Francisco, Calif. 94109
Phone: (415) 775-0533
Felix Rivera, Int'l Rep.
Ole Fagerhaugh, Int'l Rep.
Harvey Tanzo, Organizer
Phones: Crockett Area:
(415) 787-1711

Sacramento Area:
(916) 371-5638

Canadian Area Office
Craig Pritchett,

Regional Director
2681 E. Hastings St.
Vancouver, B.C.
Phone: (604) 254-8141

Hawaii Office
Robert McElrath

Regional Director
451 Atkinson Dr.
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
Phone: (808) 949-4161
Edward Tangen, Int'l Rep.
Thomas Trask, Intl Rep.

for the purpose of drafting a legislative
program.
Secretary Ed Mapes was instructed

to write all affiliates asking them to
"submit their legislative goals and in-
dicate the measure of support they are
prepared to give to the legislative
fund."
Part of the morning session was

given over to a discussion of organiza-
tional work, lead by Martin and Inter-
national Representative George Ginnis.
The two stressed the importance of

organizing activity in and around the
waterfront.

It was the consensus of the meeting
that ILWU members should be more
alert to the possibilities which exist,
and that organizing should be a regular
agenda topic.
In other actions, the CRDC:
• Voted full support to the United
Mineworkers in their negotiations with
the Bituminous Coal Operators Assn.,
and pledged opposition to government
intervention in the event UMW's 120,000
soft coal members are forced on strike.
• Lodged a protest against the deten-
tion in Santiago of Laura Allende, a
sister of the slain president of Chile.
Request for the action came in a tele-

phone call from Ken Rohar, of Local
23, who indicated that Miss Allende's
arrest occurred during the visit of her
sister-in-law, Hortensia Allende, to Se-
attle.
From Seattle, Mrs. Allende, who had

spoken earlier in Portland (see Dis-
patcher Nov. 8), flew to New York
where she hopes to appear before the
United Nations. Rohar and Shaun Ma-
loney, president of Local 19, saw her
off at the airport, "with Shaun carrying
her suitcase," Rohar said.
The CRDC's wire of protest went to

the Chilean ambassador in Washington,
DC, Walter Heitmann, with copies to
the US ambassador in Santiago, David
Popper and to Kurt Waldheim, secre-
tary-general of the UN.

OTHER ACTIONS

The Council also:
• Asked Congress to suspend all eco-
nomic and military aid to the Junta,
and requested the State Department to
grant political asylum to Chilean refu-
gees.
• Voted to pursue its crusade to have
the Fremont Bridge, highest river span
in Portland, re-named the Wayne L.
Morse bridge.

NEW METHODS — B. I. Johnson, a member of ILWU Local 8 in Portland,
was a frequently-photographed man when the port's new terminal at the
confluence of the Willamette and Columbia rivers went into operation in
late October. He is shown here driving a truck known as a hustler, used to
haul containers underneath the new, big cranes shown in the background.
One ship turned around in nine hours using the new facilities.

• Urged State Senator Betty Roberts
to institute a suit for unfair campaign
practices against US Senator Bob Pack-
wood, by whom she was defeated Nov.
5. She has such a suit under considera-
tion because of her opponent's misrep-
resentation of her position on social se-
curity and her attendance record at
Salem, it was reported.
• Decided that letters on national is-
sues in the future would go automatic-
ally to the Washington delegation in
Congress, as well as to the Oregon
delegation.
• Asked political asylum for a Vietna-
mese graduate student at Oregon State
University in Corvallis.
The young man, Nguyen Dong, came

to this country on a scholarship spon-
sored by the Agency of International
Development (A.I.D.), but "soon rea-
lized he was being trained to serve as
a token in the Vietnamization program,
and has actively protested the anti-
democratic regime in Saigon," a speak-
er said.
"If deported, Dong would probably

end up in one of General Thieu's tiger
cages."

SAFETY QUESTION

Under safety, Jim Chrest of Local 40
charged that cars at Terminal 6 are
"ripping through the gate into the con-
tainer yard at excessive speed." He ac-
cused the Coast Guard of "being one of
the worst offenders."
Norm Lowrey of Local 8 reported that

a check sent the longshore local by
members of Glass Blowers Local 112,
in appreciation for help given during

Dick Phillips Photo

SEATTLE WELCOME — When Mrs. Hortensia Bussi de Allende made her
recent visit to the Pacific Northwest, members of the ILWU in the Seattle
area joined in greeting the widow of Chile's martyred president with the
same enthusiasm as had those in Portland earlier. The above photo, taken in
St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Seattle, shows (from left) Vivian George,
Seattle Auxiliary 3; Kenneth Rohar (partially hidden), Local 23, Tacoma,
who was a member of an ILWU delegation to Chile before overthrow of the
Allende government; Rohar's daughter, Linda; Mrs. Allende, and Shaun
Maloney, president of Local 19, Seattle.

their strike, was in turn donated to the
Shirlee Ann Rescue car at Terminal 4.
Reports of speakers and delegates re-

vealed growing unemployment in the
Northwest.
Mapes reported that very few mem-

bers of his local (employed by the
Welch Corporation in Longview) are
working. Ginnis said "only 25 gangs
were out in the whole of Puget Sound"
one day last week.
"The weather is good in Astoria, and

the work is slow," said president Jim
Platt, a delegate from Local 50.
Joblessness is not confined to the wa-

terfront. The situation is reflected in
the tidal wave of applications for "B"
registry received by Local 21. The local
advertised that there would be 50 new
"B" openings and got 866 applications.
Yet Ford's budget director, Roy Ash,

is talking about cutting social security,
revenue sharing and aid-to-dependent
children, pensioner delegate Ernest E.
Baker said bitterly. "He claims the big
increase in federal spending since 1968
has been in these programs, while de-
fense expenditures have decreased!"

Visitors included former International
Representative James S. Fantz, now re-
tired from the waterfront and preparing
to winter in Arizona.

Plea Made for
Law on Deceptive
Campaign Tactics
PORTLAND — State Sen. Betty Rob-

erts says she has decided not to chal-
lenge US Sen. Bob Packwood's Nov. 5
election win in court, although she has
grounds for such a suit.
Instead, she will introduce a bill at

the 1975 Oregon legislative session,
seeking to amend the state's election
laws.
Oregon has a law (which Roberts

helped to draft) giving the consumer
some protection against deceptive trade
practices.
"Why shouldn't the voter have pro-

tection a g ainst deceptive campaign
practices?" she asks.
Packwood, she charges, misrepre-

sented Roberts' position on Social Se-
curity as well as her attendance record
at the Legislature. She was, she says,
unable to purchase advertising space in
local papers to answer his last-minute
campaign slurs.

Local 46, Port Hueneme
Local 46, ILWU, Port Hueneme, will

hold its final election on December 19-
20, 1974, to fill the offices of president,
vice president, secretary-treasurer, re-
cording secretary and 11 members of
the executive board. Nominations will
be made December 6 (deadline date) at
the regular membership meeting.
Polling will be between the hours of

7 a.m. and 7 p.m., at the ILWU Hiring
Hall, West Main Street, Port Hueneme,
California.
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Welfare Benefits
We always thought it could never hap-

pen in our house but it did. Mrs. Painter
had to have surgery for breast cancer,
but we feel fortunate that it was dis-
covered early and there were no com-
plications.
She was at Kaiser Hospital in La

Mesa and we can't say enough for the
care that she received. The surgeon and
all the nurses that attended here were
the greatest. She has had a good recov-
ery and is feeling fine.
We want to thank you and the rest of

the negotiating committee for the bene-
fits that we are receiving from your
efforts. Without these benefits we would
be broke and back looking for a job.
Thanks again.

ROBERT PAINTER
Local 63, Retired

This letter was sent to Al Perisho, presi-
dent of ILWU Local 63 in Wilmington.
Editor.

Chili Delegation
After very serious consideration re-

garding the most recent post political
farce in Chile, which brought about the

takeover of the government, which was
trying to do a fair job for the people,
I believe that inasmuch as we had sent
ILWU delegate visitors to Chile to ob-
serve their conditions and we have been
discussing the possibilities of sending
again observers to get a first - hand
viewpoint, we should send the same
delegates that previously visited there
prior to the coup, because of their pre-
vious knowledge.
This, of course, is if we really do send

another delegation.

L. L. (CHICK) LOVERIDGE
Local 13, Wilmington

Local 6 Election Results
SAN FRANCISCO — Pre§ident Curtis

McClain and Secretary-Treasurer Keith
Eickman were re-elected to lead Ware-
house Local 6 for another year in bal-
loting held earlier this month.

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

San Francisco Division: Business
Agents Joseph Figueiredo and Don
Ruth. (Mitch Peters, Joseph Lynch, Al
Lannon and Alpha B. Hunter will meet
in a run-off December 12.)
Board of Trustees, Richard Moore,

Henry McKnight and Angelo Tomasel-
lo; District Council, Richard Moore,
LeRoy King, Henry McKnight and Joe
Lynch; International Convention dele-
gates, Don Ruth, Henry McKnight, Al
Lannon, Joe Lynch and Angelo Toma-
sello. (A tie vote between Peggy B.
Mattes and Alpha B. Hunter will be re-
counted); and nine members of the
General Executive Board.

EAST BAY-OAKLAND DIVISION
Business Agents, Joe Villegas and

Evelyn Johnson. (Paul Martin, Joe
Blasquez, Avelino Ramos, Patrick
Heide, Baron Rickman and Bob F.
Camara will meet in a run-off vote De-
cember 12.)
Also elected were Trustees, Jim Allen,

Joe Lindsey and Brenda Fields; Dis-
trict Council, Terry Green, Gerry But-
ler, Dennis Sheldrick and Erben Den-
nis, Jr. International Convention Dele-

Local 33, San Pedro
Local 33, ILWU, San Pedro and San

Diego, California, will hold its biennial
election from January 15, 1975 through
March 31, 1975, to fill the offices of
president, vice president, secretary-
treasurer, San Pedro business agent,
San Diego business agent, chief patrol-
man, barge dispatcher, four audit trus-
tees, two convention delegates and eight
members of the executive board. Nom-
inations were made starting November
16 and continue through December 31,
1974, at union offices in San Pedro and
San Diego.
Polling will be between the hours of

9 a.m. to Noon and from 1 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. daily except Saturday, Sunday and
holidays at both the San Pedro Union
Office, 806 South Palos Verdes Street,
San Pedro, California and the San Diego
Union office, 1229 Scott Street, San Di-
ego, California.

Local 84, Sitka
Local 84, ILWU, Sitka, Alaska, will

hold its final election December 16,
1974, to fill the offices of president,
vice president, secretary, treasurer,
All-Alaska ILWU Council delegate, dis-
patcher, regular foreman, inner guard
and port committee. Nominations were
held at the November 18 nomination
meeting.
Polling will be between the hours of

1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on December 16 at
the longshore hall, 501 Katlain, Sitka.

gates are Joe Villegas, Evelyn Johnson,
Avelino Ramos, Patrick Heide, Jim
Allen, and Brenda Fields, and five
members of the General Executive
Board.

PENINSULA DIVISION
Business Agent, Roland Corley;

Trustee, Felix Rivera; District Council,
Juan Rivera; Convention delegates,
Dula Broussard and Felix Rivera, and
two members of the General Executive
Board. Alden W. Gould will chair the
Redwood City unit and Manuel Tafoya
will be secretary.

STOCKTON DIVISION
Business Representative Nicholas

Jones; Trustee, Booker T. Washington;
District Council delegate, Booker T.
Washington and International Conven-
tion Delegate, Booker T. Washington.

NORTH BAY DIVISION
Business Agent, August Hemenez;

Trustee, Dick Boyd, Jr.; District Coun-
cil delegates; Joe Lopez; International
Convention delegates, Savio A. Leardi-
ni and Dick Boyer, Jr., and three
members of the General Executive
Board.
Crockett Unit officers will be Harold

Williams, chairman, and Jerry J. Cas-
well, secretary. Antioch-Pittsburg unit
officers are Joe Lopez, chairman, Ron
Medeiros, secretary and Roy Bloom-
field, sergeant-at-arms.

Local 10, San Francisco
Local 10, ILWU, San Francisco, Cali-

fornia, will hold its primary election,
Saturday, December 14, 1974 and run-
off election Saturday, January 11, 1975,
to fill the offices of president, vice-pres-
ident, secretary-treasurer, business
agents, dispatchers and committee of-
fices. The deadline date for nominating
petitions was November 21, 1974.
Polling will be between the hours of

6 a.m. to 8 p.m., at the Hiring Hall, 301
Beach Street, San Francisco, California.

Local 9, Seattle
Local 199, ILWU, Seattle, Washington,

will hold its final election December 14,
1974, to fill the offices of president, vice-
president, business agent/secretary-
treasurer, recording secretary, ser-
geant-at-arms, union trustee, welfare
trustee, pension trust fund trustee and
10 executive board members. Nominat-
ing petitions are _available at union of-
fices through December 3. Absentee
balloting will be held December 9
through December 13, 1974.
Polling will be between the hours of

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 84 Union Street,
Seattle, Washington.

More Women Working
WASHINGTON — The number of em-

ployed adult women increased by 1.2
million between January and July 1974,
according to the US.Labor Department's
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

BIG SHOTS AND LITTLE FISHES

BY ritpd goeir
Holiday Grace

"Dear God, we thank you for this
planet Earth, this shining gem in the
universal tiara. We can't imagine any-
thing more lovely.

If, in the limitless expanse of space,
you have another of similar design,
grant us, if we are worthy, residence
there, "the next time" so we may start
afresh, armed with bitter, earth-taught
lessons. The trees need not be taller,
the waters sweeter, or the soil less fer-
tile than when we received them long
ago.
We know, Lord, where we have failed

you now. Grant us the strength and
sagacity to cleanse this earth before we
leave, constantly aware of past digres-
sions."—F.G.

* *

Retired member of Local 10, Bill
Sams, of San Francisco, recalls an in-
vigorating struggle with a great fish:
"I enjoy fishing the surf, Fred; just

being 'out there' in the fresh salty air
is stimulating; catch a fish or not. This
past October 1st, I hooked a lunker
while fishing the surf off San Francisco
Beach. It struck big and fought big and
it took me quite a while to bring it into
the shallow water.
"When I finally managed to do that,

I realized I had no gaff. Suddenly, as
my line was taut and rod bowed, the
hook broke and the fish just laid there,
not realizing it was free. I dashed back
onto the beach, grabbed a handful of
sand, back out into the surf; rammed
my sand - filled hand into the fish's
mouth; got a firm grip on the jaw and
brought it back, through the waves and
onto the beach: A beautiful striped bass
which weighed 263/4 pounds and mea-
sured 38 inches down the back. Like I
say, Fred, surf fishing is an invigorat-
ing pastime for me and, occasionally,
catch a big one."
(Brother Bill Sams sent in a snapshot

as proof of his catch but, unfortunately,
it was too faint for reproduction in these
columns.)

* *

John Burroughs, one of America's
great pioneer naturalists (1837 - 1921),
won the respect and affection of some
of the public figures of his day: Thomas
Edison, Teddy Roosevelt, John Muir.
Burroughs was quite prolific in his writ-
ings and is credited by many as estab-
lishing the nature essay in its present
literary form. He was a "rich man" in
the broadest sense, though he lived a
comparatively simple, frugal life and he
never lost touch with the realization of

JOHN BURROUGHS

man's overall role. Back in 1877, he sat
down at his homemade desk at his
cabin home (Slabsides) and wrote:
"It is well to let down our metropoli-

tan pride a little. Man thinks of himself
at the top, and that the immense dis-

play and prodigality of Nature are for
him alone. But they are no more for
him than they are for the birds and
beasts, and he is no more at the top
than they are. He appeared upon the
stage when the play had advanced to a
certain point, and he will disappear
from the stage when the play has
reached another point, and the great
drama will go on without him. The geo-
logical ages, the convulsions and par-
turition throes of the globe, were to
bring him forth no more than the
beetles."

In the last 25 years many oddities of
wildlife have come to this writer's at-
tention. I recall a rainy December
night, when I first started walking the
wildlife beat, when my old friend Mort
Clayey dug me out of the midnight sack
with a heavy pounding on the kitchen
door. He had downed a doe deer with
antlers as big as a brier bush. Game
authorities verified it as an odd occur-
rence, but far from rare.

It wasn't too long after that when
Sam Burn i called to ask me if I'd like
to take a photograph of a strange crit-

SAM BURRI'S ELK

ter he shot — a Rocky Mountain Elk,
bearing an odd-looking, fur-covered,
unicorn-like antler with single tine.
When he first downed the critter, Sam
figured he had a good sized bull on the
ground, then found out, to his chagrin,
when he started dressing it out, that it
was not a bull. It was a cow, and shot
in an area where only bulls were legal
game. The game warden .saw it alright
but in view of the circumstances he was
let off the legal hook. Here's a photo I
snapped of Sam's mixed-up elk. Now
what's your story, huh?

Do you have an extra snapshot in
your album of fishing or hunting
scenes? We'd like to trade one of the
illustrated Bolo steelhead salmon fish-
ing lures for one. Please include some
"why," "where," "when" and "how"
information about the snapshot and
mail to:

Fred Goetz, Dept. TD
2833 S.E. 33rd Place
Portland, Oregon 97202

Please mention your Local number.
The offer is open to all members of the
ILWU, members of the family and, of
course, retired members.

-r

••••
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Dock Safety
Enforcement
Decried at Hea rings

•
PORTLAND — A hearing before the

Select Subcommittee on Labor was held
here Nov. 14, with ILWU witnesses spot-
lighting what has happened to maritime
safety under the Occupational Safety
and Health Act of 1970 (OSHA).
Everett Ede, secretary of Local 8,

who made the formal presentation for
ILWU, and other witnesses he called to
the stand, made it clear the policy of
the union has been, and still is to sup-
port OSHA. He emphasized, however,
that since OSHA hit the deck, "we have
cause for concern" over the deteriora-
tion in safety standards anti accident
reporting procedures in the longshore
industry.
Spokesmen for several employer

groups and for the Oregon and Wash-
ington Farm Bureau Federations at-
tacked OSHA, some advocating repeal
of the Act; others more emphasis on
safety education instead of on fines for
disregard of safety regulations (unless
the fines could be levied against
employees), exemptions for employers
with less than 50 employees, grace pe-
riods in which to comply with safe,y
citations and a separate health and
safety code for the construction indus-
try.

'OVERSIGHT HEARINGS'

"I get the feeling you would like to
see a law with all teeth removed!" Rep.
Peter Peyser (Rep.-N.Y.), told Karl
Frederick, attorney for the Associated
Oregon Industries.
The subcommittee, chaired by Rep.

Dominick Daniels (Dem.-N.J.), is hold-
ing "oversight" hearings on the Act. It
went into effect in April, 1971.
Ede testified that over the years var-

ious laws had been passed relating to
safety in the longshore industry, based
on its hazards and uniqueness — "our
'factories' are constantly moving from
port to port the world over" — and on
the fact that not all vessels are Ameri-
can-owned and operated.
Most ships calling in the Columbia

River district are under foreign regis-
try, he said, and "many are in terrible
disrepair."
Public law 85-742 recognized a need

for special regulations and established
a maritime section within the Depart-

Wage Reopener Won
At Cal Avitron
LOS ANGELES — Local 26 members

at California Avitron have agreed to a
three-year contract, with wage reopen-
ers the second and third year.
The members will receive a 40-cent

per hour increase this year. Other im-
provements include one additional paid
holiday and four weeks' vacation after
15 years of service.
The negotiating committee consisted

of Business Agent George Lee, Frank
Hrelja, Ronny Combs and Larry Larez.

District Council Plans
Recession Program
WILMINGTON — The Southern Cali-

fornia District Council voted earlier this
month to throw its full support behind
a labor program, initiated by the United
Electrical Workers, for a massive edu-
cational program on the causes and
remedies of the present economic diffi-
culties in the US.
The motion was passed after dele-

gates were addressed by UE represent-
- atives Pat Chaplin, Humberto Cama-

cho, Billy Lloyd and Betty Sutter.
The delegates also heard a report

from Local 30 Secretary-Treasurer Eu-
gene Pope on the recent conclusion of
his local's long strike against US Borax.
(See story on page one.)

ment of Labor, with a Federal Safety
Officer empowered to investigate and
enforce these regulations.
Soon after OSHA went into effect,

however, things happened to "weaken
safety in the industry," Ede told the
committee. These included changes in
accident reporting procedures and
"decimation" of the department's mari-
time section. Loss of compliance offi-
cers resulted in a tremendous decrease
in the number of safety inspections.
He urged a return to "the maritime

section Department of Labor concept of
Public Law 85-742; and to the adminis-
trative regulations and procedures ex-
isting prior to 1971.
"We believe this could be accom-

plished within the framework of OSHA
. . . and welcome any program that will
return us home to our families each day
safe and sound, and decry all political
or economic weapons used to maim or
destroy us."

TESTIMONY SUBSTANTIATED

Ede's testimony was substantiated by
other members of the ILWU delegation,
including Fred Huntsinger, coast com-
mitteeman from San Francisco; region-
al director G. Johnny Parks; and Pat
Tobin, the union's Legislative Repre-
sentative in Washington, D.C.
Parks later praised. Ede for his pres-

entation, and for the way in which he
secured permission for the other ILWU
members to speak for the record.
Tobin described the present situation

as "traumatic." Accident frequency
rates are no longer published by the
Department of Labor. Such figures en-
abled the union to pinpoint where most
of the accidents occurred, and this fa-
cilitated getting equipment inspected,
and "consultations" at the work place.
Formerly, Ede said in answer to a

question from the committee, "any ac-
cident resulting in a fatality or when a
man went to the hospital" was reported,
and this was done within 24 hours; un-
der OSHA only fatalities or accidents
involving five or more men are re-
ported.
"What we are saying here," Parks

said, "is that injuries are up and in-

—photo by Dick Phillips

SAFETY HEARINGS — Among ILWU representatives at the November 14
Portland hearings on waterfront safety were Local 19 President Shaun Ma-
loney, Local 8 Secretary Everett Ede, Coast Committeeman Fred Huntsinger,
and Northwest Regional Director G. Johnny Parks.

spections are down." The union, he in-
dicated, is perturbed about safety in the
Northwest "where we have a lot of
break bulk cargo like logs that is more
dangerous than other types of cargo."

SETTING BACK CLOCK

Stressing that he feels it was not the
intent of OSHA to set back the clock,
Parks said, "We are just not getting
what we deserve in a high risk indus-
try . . . today in Oregon and the Colum-
bia river we have only one part time
marine inspector."
"How many inspectors did you (for-

merly) have?" Rep. Daniels asked.
"Three full time inspectors," said

Parks.
"We feel something has happened to

longshore safety that is not known to
Congress," Tobin told the committee.
"It is difficult for us to . . . present our
problems without giving the impression
we are attacking OSHA." The union
does not want to disrupt benefits the
Act has brought to other workers
throughout the US. "But in 1960 there
were about 160 marine inspectors in
the country, today only about 15 part
time compliance officers . . ."
He added that he and Joe Leonard

(LegislatiiTe Representative 10 r ILA
East Coast longshoremen) had "pound-
ed on doors," but had been unable to
get a hearing with high Labor Depart-
ment brass.
"The Department of Labor under

Nixon represented the employers, not
us!" he said bitterly.
Rep. Daniels, whose district in New

Ford Admits 'Recession' -
Auto Workers Already Knew

WASHINGTON, DC — After several
weeks of incredible verbal gymnastics,
President Ford broke down last week
and made it official—there's a recession
going on.
This startling revelation was made on

the eve of release of new statistics for
US economic performance for the
month of October, which are expected
to show industrial production continuing
down and unemployment moving up
past six percent.
"Just pick any measure of economic

activity, and it's cause for real con-
cern," says one government economist.
"We're in a recession and it's going to
go deeper."

AUTO _LAYOFFS
Most spectacular have been the in-

creasingly heavy layoffs in the auto in-
dustry—as inventories Pile UD and the
big three auto makers experience a 38
percent drop in sales.
By the end of the year, some 75,000

auto workers will be "indefinitely fur-
loughed" by the industry and thousands
more may be subject to on-again, off-
again layoffs at particular plants.
Chrysler, for example, has announced

plans to shut down most of its US auto
production between Thanksgiving and
the New Year.

Temporary layoffs are being reported
at an increasingly rapid pace: in the
week of November 11, Ford idled 3,100
workers temporarily, General Motors
approximately 6,000 and Chrysler, 12,-
600.

PERMANENT "FURLOUGHS"
Perhaps more indicative of the state

of the industry, however, are increas-
ing numbers of permanent layoffs and
indefinite closings of various facilities.
Chrysler has closed its Newark, Del.

assembly plant and is also making
plans to permanently close its Jefferson
Avenue assembly plant in Detroit. Gen-
eral Motors spokesmen have also indi-
cated they may go that route. Ford has
had one of its three subcompact auto
plants idle every week since September
except two.

SUB RUNNING OUT
Finally, it is reported that the indus-

try's Supplemental Unemployment Ben-
efit funds (SUB)—which supply laid off
workers with up to 95 percent of their
take home pay for one year after lay-
off, are sorely pinched.

• General Motors' SUB fund is report-
edly seriously drained and many fur-
loughed workers will not get the year's
benefit which was negotiated. Chrys-
ler's fund is experiencing similar diffi-
culties.

Jersey includes the great sea and river
ports of Hoboken, Bayonne and Jersey
City, expressed awareness of longshor-
ing as a hazardous industry.
Huntsinger said he did not want to go

into details, but as one familiar with
Oregon and Washington waterfronts, he
supported the statements made. He
said, also, that he wanted to emphasize
"that one reason for the ILWU 'inva-
sion' here today is to demonstrate we
feel OSHA ranks with other genuinely
humane pieces of legislation, like the
Wagner Act and Social Security, passed
in the last 50 years."

It was a dramatic moment when the
ILWU delegation marched in a body to
the witness stand. Another stir was
caused in the hearing chamber when
Tobin secured permission for Shaun
Maloney, president of Seattle Local 19,
to come forward and take the mike.
Committee member Herman Badillo

(Dem.-N.Y.), asked Tobin if he had any
solutions.
"They should bring all the safety

standards together and use those most
beneficial to the workers," Tobin re-
plied, adding that ILWU was not in any
fight with the employers over this . . .
This was one of the points Huntsinger

had emphasized. "We do not support
any amendments that would allow em-
ployers to be exempt. Even one or two
workers are entitled to the equal pro-
tection of the law."
When the Committee moved to San

Francisco for hearings November 16,
ILWU Coast Committeeman William
Ward testified that during the Nixon ad-
ministration, agencies responsible for
enforcing safety on the docks had be-
come "totally demoralized because of
lack of any leadership and systematic
liquidation of their responsibilities."
Ward recommended that "the long-

shore industry with its continuous high
accident rate should be considered as a
separate entity," and urged the creation
of a Maritime Operating Division within
the Department of Labor to have exclu-
sive jurisdiction over longshore safety
problems.

Coast Seeks
Hard Hat Data
SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU

Coast Committee is seeking infor-
mation from dock locals which
would assist it in seeking exemp-
tion from federal hard-hat regula-
tions under certain conditions.
The committee is asking the lo-

cals for instances under which ex-
emptions from wearing a hard hat
should be considered — such as
when driving a lift (bull) machine
which has an overhead guard, or
for an operator of a straddle truck
or crane when such truck or crane
is equipped with an approved
overhead guard.
This information should be in

the hands of the Coast Committee
by January 1, 1975 in order to en-
able the presentation of a program
to the Department of Labor, as
mandated by the recent Longshore
Caucus.


