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ILA Wins
Biggest
Pay Pact

Borax
Strikers
Settle in

NEW YORK—The AFL-CIO International Longshoremen's Association has
reached an agreement with North Atlantic coast employers that constitutes
the largest money package ever negotiated by the ILA.
For the first time in many years the
pact was achieved without strike action.
The new three year Boston-to-Norfolk
pact calls for a 70 cents an hour wage
increase, effective Sept. 30 of this year;
a 60 cents an hour hike effective Sept.
30 of 1975 and an additional 60 cents
on Sept. 30, 1976.
In addition;employer contributions to
welfare will increase 10 cents per hour
this year, 11 cents next year and 12
cents the third year.
Pension payments will go up 15 cents
this year, 16 cents next year and 18
cents in 1976.

BORON—ILWU members here and in
Wilmington are settling in for a long,
tough strike against the US Borax Co.,
with no negotiations scheduled in the
immediate future.
Approximately 1,200 members of
ILWU locals in Boron and Wilmington
walked off their jobs at midnight, June
14, after they had rejected US Borax's
final "take-it-or-leave-it" offer.
Despite some violence and much
provocation, morale remains high and
picket lines are solid.
About 950 of the strikers are members of Local 30, here in Boron, engaged in the extraction of borates from
the huge vein just outside this Mojave
Desert town.
The 350 Wilmington members are engaged in packaging and processing. The
two locals are negotiating jointly, and
coordinating strike activities together.
There have been two unsuccessful negotiating sessions since the strike broke
out last month, but in neither case was
there any motion from the company's
side of the table.
The company now maintains that
there is no point in meeting again until
it receives a total economic package
from the union.
Local 30 and Local 20-A negotiators,
however, are insisting that certain important non-economic issues, such as
safety, sub-contracting, job consolidation and forced overtime, must be settled before economic problems can be
dealt with.
Craft unions in the Boron facility,
with the single exception of the Pipefitters, who attempted to go to work
July 1, have respected the ILWU picket
line.
The Boron strikers have been limited
by a preliminary injunction to a total
of 15 pickets—three to a gate. One Local 30 member, Bill Miller, was shot
in the hip by a company engineer but
was not injured seriously and was back
on-the picket line within a few days.

SEE 'ON THE BEAM.PAGE 2,
FOR COMMENT
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The total package adds up to $2.72
over three years. It breaks down to
$1.90 in wages, 33 cents in welfare and
..
49 cents in pensions.
The contract expires on Sept. 30, 1977.
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LASH barges were .written into the
agreement.
Two basic changes were written into
FOUR DECADES — It was 40 years ago that San Francisco's waterfront
the ILA's guaranteed annual income
*erupted in violence when employers attempted to "open the port" after
formula. They were:
a maritime strike had been in progress since May 9. This reproduction
1. Employees 65 years of age and
of the front page of the San Francisco Chronicle of July 6, 1934, signiover and eligible for pension will be
fies the impact of the story at that time. The ILWU was born in that
offered $1,200 provided they retire by
strike. Turn to pages 4 and 5 of this issue of The Dispatcher for a story
do
not
acJanuary 1, 1975. Those who
on how the legend of "Bloody Thursday" still lives and of how ILWU
cept this offer no longer will be eligible
President Harry Bridges recalls the events of that day.
for GAI.
2. Ordering for holdmen will take
place first. The impact of this provision
is that many members who were getting GAI and holding other jobs no
longer will be able to do so.
The new pact means that East Coast
longshoremen, who now receive a basic
rate of $6.10 per hour for an eight hour
day (as compared with $6.10 for six
hours received by Pacific Coast longshoremen) will go to $8 in the third
year of the new contract. The total
money package will figure out to $10.84
See pages 4-5
in the final year of the pact.
was
talks
in
the
group
employer
The
the Council of North Atlantic Shipping
It has been 40 years now since "Bloody Thursday"—July 5,
Associations. The pact is expected to
1934—the day in the Pacific Coast Maritime Strike when two men
set a pattern for ILA contracts with
shippers.
Gulf
South Atlantic and
were killed in San Francisco and police violence brought death
The basic longshore wage will go to
to others up and down the Coast.
$6.80 per hour for eight hours as of
Sept. 30, to $7.40 the second year and to
That struggle gave birth to the ILWU.
$8 the third.
The story has been told and re-told over the years, but there
Thomas W. Gleason, ILA president,
told an anniversary dinner of Local
are still new aspects to be uncovered.
1814 in Brooklyn that the agreement
For some of them—plus an account of renewed interest in
means a longshoreman who reports
regularly to the hiring hall will be asthose events turn to pages 4 and 5 of this issue of The Dispatcher.
sured on an annual income of about
$16,000.
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Who Fired Fatal Shots?

Warehouse Locals Ask
Council to Reconvene
SAN FRANCISCO—Warehouse
Local 6 has requested the CoChairmen of the Northern California Warehouse Council,
ILWU-IBT, to convene the Council to explore the possibility of
demanding a cost-of-living increase even though the present
agreement does not expire until
July, 1976.
The Council negotiates on behalf of approximately 25,000
Northern California warehousemen, members of ILWU Locals
6 and 17 and several Teamster
locals. Co-Chairmen are ILWU
Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt and Teamster Vice-President George Mock.
The last warehouse agreement
was negotiated and signed in
1973.
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On the Beam
by Harry Bridges
longshoremen say their new contract

HEN EAST COAST
Wcan
represents the biggest settlement they have ever won, no
say they aren't telling the truth.

4C

one
As reported elsewhere in this paper, they are going to get
$1.90 an hour in wages over three years, 33 cents in welfare
over three years, and 49 cents in pensions over the same period.
Their base hourly rate for eight hours will hit $8 in three Years.
It's a damn healthy increase package, and it gives our West
Coast longshoremen something to shoot at when our contract
expires next June 30.
What comes through—in addition to money—is the fact the
union was able to tighten up and tie down protection over its
historic areas of jurisdiction.
The 50-mile clause in the International Longshoremen's Association agreement with employers in the Boston-to-Norfolk area
was apparently strengthened. This means loopholes were either
tightened up or eliminated in the controversial jurisdictional
field of stuffing and unstuffing of containers.
This provision—whether we like it or not—compares more
than favorably with the situation we face here on the West
Coast. We are having our difficulties in the container stuffing
and unstuffing area, as our members well know.
After having secured a good container provision in our contract with the Pacific Maritime Association in the wake of a long
strike in 1972, we were frustrated by actions of the National
Labor Relations Board—backed by a court injunction.
Eventually, after a long process of appeal, we got a piece of
our jurisdiction back from the NLRB, but it was by no means
all that we had won by strike action.

ILA doesn't seem

AREA WHERE the East Coast
ANOTHER
to have the problems we have is in the handling of barges.
restriction
Ken Alexander, San Francisco Examiner

Labor Shows Some Angry Muscle
to

ORKERS OF THE United States are,
Wsay
the very least, in a militant mood.
expiration

Any daily tally of strikes since the
of the Nixon administration's wage controls reflects the anger of the working people.
Inflation has cut so sharply into the living
standard of wage earners that willingness, even
eagerness, to strike has become practically an
epidemic.
Carpenters throughout Northern California
are taking on the Association of General Contractors. Four thousand nurses in Northern
California, who are members of an association
and don't even consider themselves in the traditional sense to be union members, just made
a contract settlement after a two-week strike.
-Once the lid was removed, the vast accumulation of pressure from below exploded.
Bus drivers, football players, actors, our
own members at Boron, and hundreds of thousands of other workers are either out or considering going out.
The newspapers talk about "the worst rash
of strikes in recent American history" and estimate more than 300,000 men and women have
been on the bricks in recent weeks. In one
week there were 564 strikes, more than twice
the average for this time of year.
The statistics are simple. Workers lost at
least four to five percent in earnings last year
and settlements still haven't let them catch up.

INFLATION DRIVES up the
MEANWHILE,
cost of living. Of late it has been cutting
dime a year out the value of the

more than a
workers' wage dollar.
This situation has driven unions to the bricks
that traditionally have been reluctant to strike.
The Amalgamated Clothing Workers struck recently for the first time since 1921.
When you get more than 300,000 workers in
the United States on strike at the same time,
it's news.
The cost of living was continuing to climb,
and workers—already left far behind as a result of controls — are beginning to get very
restive.
Wage increases won in 1973 amounted only
to half the increase in cost of living.
Workers in 1973 lost more than $3 a week in

purchasing power. For the year 1973 it would
have required wage increases of 11.8 percent
to match increases in productivity and living
costs.
Unions would have had to win twice of what
they received eventually to maintain their
share of what the nation produces.
UNION THAT doesn't face up to this
ANYchallenge
and start fighting isn't worth its
salt.
Even short term contracts, which we favor,
are no ultimate solution. But they do provide
an opportunity to fight.
When workers go out on strike they shut the
profits off for awhile.
And that's when employers seem to sit up
and take notice.
At the same time, labor's very right to strike
and bargain may also be coming under attack
again in the near future. More and more, the
daily press is quoting "sources close to the
White House" to the effect that all these strikes,
and the wage increases which they produce,
will lead to even greater inflation.
The fact that prices went wild while wages
were under wraps in the last few years does not
appear to have impressed the Deep Thinkers
along the Potomac.
So the struggle against inflation is likely, once
again, to take on a political dimension, as unions must move to their strongest weapon.
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Their new contract contains a clause on further
of the use of LASH (lighter aboard ship) barges.
Meanwhile, we are plagued with new barge problems, most
notably in connection with construction of the Alaska oil pipeline.
Whether East Coast shipping concerns start playing games in
the barge business now that the main contract is nailed down
with the ILA remains to be seen.
In view of the sharp- increase in wages and other benefits
won by the ILA it seems logical that owners and shippers of
freight—particularly truckers—will start looking around for some
cheaper deal.
The most logical cheap deal is some sort of a combination
of trailers and barges that attempts to circumvent traditional
longshore jurisdiction. This is what is happening in the northwest
in the Alaska pipeline deal.
The argument of freight shippers, of course, is that by using
Teamsters to haul freight to the docks and by building special
facilities for loading barges they can avoid the higher costs of
longshore wages and fringe benefits.
The East Coast ILA agreement seems to block this course
to employers in the North Atlantic ports, but that is by no means
the whole story.

11-4111111r—da
only the

NEW EAST COAST contract of the ILA covers
THE
Boston to Norfolk area, although many of its provisions
into South Atlantic and Gulf con-

doubtless will be incorporated
tracts.
However, the ILA's jurisdiction over the handling of barges
is nowhere near as tight in the South Atlantic and the Gulf as
it is in the North Atlantic.
It is pretty difficult at the moment to say exactly how both
of our unions should move to head off and put a stop to this
growing and troublesome problem of barge intrusion into our
traditional jurisdiction.
It seems to me that—based on our experience—the only effective way to meet and handle this problem is to prevent the
loading of the barges in the first place by anyone but our members.
And we have to try and avoid the legal pitfalls of suits, injunctions, restraining orders and all the other legal shackles
employers traditionally use against unions.
Now that the ILA has its contract worked out on the North
Atlantic Coast for the next three years (pretty long, by the way),
it looks like it's time for our two unions to get together on some
common problems.
I think we should hold a national conference to protect longshore workers and their jurisdiction in every port of the nation.
Longshore jobs are becoming all too few because of technological changes in the industry. It's time to fight for what we
have.
The sooner we get to putting such a conference together the
better.
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Crisis Brings New Hope for
Distressed' Port of Stockton

DISTRESSED PORT—A new administration, union members hope, will bring
new activity to the "distressed" Port of Stockton.

WELCOME TO LONGVIEW

•• 44 'it

i

MAL1GAYANt BAT!. ASOCIACION de MARINO
°41
-;
-;a: 74 el

I

KAAAO,E OPHEFAI AEZX11 TON NAOTON 100 METH

VELCOMMEN SaMANN SENTRALEN 100 METERS
1OPO

Th

B

MOPCK0t4 Kny5 0131114 BROIC

BIENVEN1L ‘,/ft.di-RE de MARIN

CENT METRE'

IN ALL LANGUAGES—This sign, pointing the way to the new Seamen's
Center, Longview, Wash. (in the Local 21 Credit Union Building), will be
placed at the corner of Baltimore Street and Oregon Way. (See story on
benefit dinner for the Center in Dispatcher, June 21.) Elsie Auvinen, chairman of the dinner which raised $760 for the Center, is seated, lower right.
Margaret Ellavsky, Seamen's Center board member, points to "Welcome to
Longview." Reading from the top the languages are as follows: English,
Chinese, Japanese, Tagalog, Korean, Greek, Norwegian, Urdu, Russian,
Arabic and French.

STOCKTON — Waterfront workers
here are hoping that last month's
shake-up of the port administration will
give new life to the badly distressed
Port of Stockton and generate the cargoes which are so crucial to the economic life of this area.
In early June, the Port Commission
requested and received the resignation
of Port Director Richard Andersen after he had come under heavy fire from
unionists and other segments of the
community. Several members of his
staff also left when Andersen quit.
"GOING BANKRUPT"
"The place was going bankrupt," said
longshore Local 54 president Edward
"Pete" Fuller, citing port operating
losses of over $400,000 in the first half
of 1974. "Another six months of this
and the port would have gone under,"
he said.
Main ILWU beef with Andersen was
ills failure to attract more cargo. Stockton has been a distressed port for several years, and has failed to modernize
its facilities in order to compete for
job-producing cargo. Unemployment is
high.
Another issue was in the area of job
cuts. Although ILWU Locals 54, 34 and
6 had promised to cooperate in an effort
to cut the Port's costs, they charged
that Andersen had refused to bargain
in good faith in the matter.
The Commission has also pointed out
that it had instructed Andersen on several occasions to sit down with dock
union leaders "to see if an agreeable
solution to the problem could be worked
out," but that he failed to do so.
PROGRESS MADE
At stake are a number of "steady"
port jobs. Since Andersen's removal
"members of the port administration
have met with union representatives
and presented a proposal for the reduction of steady employees for review by
the union membership," reports the
Stockton Record.
"We don't want the port to go down
the tubes," said clerk's Local 34 dispatcher Floyd Pillsbury. "but there has
to be good faith bargaining from the
management."
Both Fuller and Pillsbury agreed
that the issue was not the cuts in themselves, but Andersen's failure to discuss them in a serious way.
Finally, the seven-man Port Commission, with one dissent, has criticized
Andersen for keeping it in the dark

Billy Lufrano Bounces Back from Heart Surgery
SAN FRANCISCO — Billy Lufrano, who used to hate roadwork
when he was a professional boxer, now walks five to seven miles
a day and loves it.
Lufrano, 57, retired as San
Francisco dispatcher for ILWU
Local 6, following triple by-pass
open heart surgery in May of
1973. Now, on the advice of his
doctors, he goes on long walks
daily from his home in Belmont,
and he enjoys it.
The former lightweight, who
fought professional fights while
also holding down a job as a
warehouseman, looked slim,
trim and fit when he visited
ILWU international headquarters
the other day wearing his brand
new walking shoes.
NOT BORING
Lufrano, w h o was stricken
with a heart attack on April 13,
1973, says he doesn't find retirement at all boring. "I keep very
busy," he says. "Almost everyone asks me whether I find retirement boring. I tell them I
don't."
He was an active member of
Local 6 for 38 years, the last 24
of which he spent as dispatcher.

Every chance he gets he thanks
all the members who sent him
cards and messages of good will
when he was in the hospital. He
says he intends to become an
active pensioner.

BILLY LUFRANO

Lufrano, who was arrested
several times as a result of
picket line altercations during
Local 6 strikes, recalls some of
those incidents with fondness.
"When there was a strike I
used to close the hiring hall and
take all the men in the hall down
to the picket line. I would keep
in touch by phone and dispatch
from the picket line." He considered it a waste of manpower
to have men sitting around the
hall who just might as well be
picketing.
CAME BACK IN '36
He came into the union during
the Tea Garden strike of 1936,
helped organize the Schenley bottling warehouse in 1937 and
worked at Safeway Produce,
Merchant's Ice, Pelican Paper
and as a weigher and strapper
until he was elected dispatcher
in 1950. There was time out while
he served in the navy during
World War II.
He has a wife, a son, a daughter and three grandchildren. One
of the grandchildren, Vincent
Paul, is working in Local 6 at
the F. W. Woolworth Company
this summer.

about port operations making ill-advised deals on his own with port clients,
and spending port money in extravagant and unauthorized ways.
Specifically, he is accused of negotiating an over-generous contract leasing
office space to the Brite Star Manufacturing Company and allowing it to move
in before the lease was approved by the
Commissioners.
Acting Port Director William Turner
has received a promise of support and
cooperation from the waterfront locals,
and Fuller reports that "there is a
totally new atmosphere now. . . . The
confidence of workers in the port has
never been stronger. We know the
port's going to stay."

Pact Negotiated
While Plant
Is Shut Down
LONGVIEW—An agreement has been
reached with Swenson Sawmill, covering 25 plant employes, Carl Pedigo of
Local 43, who headed the negotiating
team with Mike Alston, reports.
The workers were taken into Local
43, which has a unit-type charter, following a National Labor Relations
Board election last spring. They belong
to the fast-growing local's Unit 3.
Pledge cards and arrangements for
the election were handled by Int. Rep.
George Ginnis of Tacoma.
HEALTH GAINS
The agreement, which has been ratified by the membership, was negotiated
with the Timber Operators' Council in
Portland. It will run for 18 months, effective June 1 of this year.
One of the most important gains centers around health and welfare dependency coverage, Pedigo said. Employee
coverage is employer-paid. Under the
agreement, the company will also pick
up the tab for family members.
"This will add about 22 cents an hour
to the workers' purchasing power, plus
a 28-cent hourly wage increase, straight
across the board." Also provided for is
an additional 20 cents an hour, effective June 1, 1975. A 50-cent hourly
bracket adjustment was secured for
the head sawyer.
The employees were getting four paid
holidays a year. The contract provides
for two more, making a total of six
paid holidays, "with the new holidays
being the first Friday following Thanksgiving, and Christmas Eve."
Another contract provision calls for
time and one-half pay for vacations
after three years. The schedule provides for one week's paid vacation for
the first year of employment, one week
for the second year, and two weeks for
the third year, with three weeks' pay.
Plant employees participating in negotiations included Larry Damschen;
George Jensen and Mert Wilson. ,
The contract was negotiated while the
plant was shut down, due to depressed
conditions in the industry, and may be
the only contract wrapped up under
such circumstances. The plant, Pedigo
said, is scheduled to resume operations
July 8.

Sitka Seafoods Firm
Votes for ILWU
SITKA — Employees at Sitka Sound
Seafoods voted 100 per cent for ILWU
affiliation in an NLRB election held
here June 13.
They will belong to a division of Local 85 at Petersburg. Regional Director
G. Johnny Parks, who made the announcement in Portland, said negotiations for a contract already are underway. He credited Anne Taylor of Local
85 with organizing Sitka Seafoods.
Some 80 workers are employed in the
plant at the height of the seafood season,
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Fouts Decades Later

MINIM

'Bloody
SAN FRANCISCO—Four decades
have not dimmed the legend of "Bloody
Thursday"—July 5, 1934.
Like all legends, the facts may have
become a little distorted in the telling
and the re-telling over the years, but
the basis of the drama remains, and
interest in it even is increasing.
The story of the 1934 Pacific Coast
Maritime Strike, which was the birth
of the ILWU, has been recounted many
times, but there are still untold facts
being unearthed by scholars and other
researchers as they probe into the records and into the memories of the men
and women who participated in the
struggle.

'OPENING THE PORT' — This picture from 40 years
ago, showing a Buick touring car owned by the San Francisco police in the foreground, depicts some of the fighting between police and pickets as waterfront employers
attempted to "open the port" in July of 1934 by moving

goods from the docks to a warehouse in the Third and
Townsend area. A cloud of tear gas can be seen in the
right foreground while spectators and strikers mill about
and streetcars making the run between the Third and
Townsend depot and the Ferry Building are blocked.

taia:

How Bridges Remembers 'Bloody Thursday
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU
President Harry Bridges, who
doesn't believe in dwelling too
much on the past, says candidly
his memory of "Bloody Thursday"—July 5, 1934— is somewhat
hazy.
At the moment early in the
afternoon of that day when police bullets were mowing down
strikers a n d sympathizers at
Mission and Steuart Streets, he
recalls he was in a bar-restaurant across the street from the
site where two men fell.
He was with strike committee
members. He thinks they had
been to see Mayor Angelo Rossi
that morning in a vain effort to
get a halt called to police violence.
The bar-restaurant, then on
the northeast corner is no longer
there. The area is now an open
turn-around zone for the Muni
Railway.
LATE LUNCH
Bridges, who was chairman of
the longshore strike committee
and who was just coming into
prominence as the strike reached
its climax, has a clear remembrance, however, of the terror
of the'.moment.
"The police," he recalls, "had
been intensifying terror tactics
against us. When the strike began a lot of the guys believed
the cops were our friends. But
when the tear, gas and the live
bullets started to fly, the guys
began to change their minds."
- Bridges recalls a fellow striker
saying incredulously during one
incident, "Hey, those are real
bullets!"
And flying the bullets were at
Mission and Steuart that afternoon in July 40 years ago.
"We looked outside," recalls
Bridges,"and decided to stay inside." He recalls that he testi-

fied later that he was very busy
ducking during the fusillade of
police bullets.
"We knew," Bridges recalls,
"who did it—or least we were
pretty sure. We had our sources
in the police department."
NO POLICE REVIEW
But there was nothing even
approximating a police review
board in 1934 and virtually no
machinery for bringing a triggerhappy cop to justice. So the man
or men who killed Howard
Sperry and Nick Bordoise and
wounded others at Mission and
Steuart Streets that July afternoon remain historically anonymous.
Bridges recalls that when the
firing died down he and the fellow committeemen who had
been in the bar-restaurant raced

Vrozw""

for the union headquarters.
No sooner were they inside
than police started lobbing tear
gas shells into the second story
hall.
Rossi had told the union committee, "You refused to arbitrate. Now take the consequences." The consequences
were coming through the
window.
Later at the coroner's inquest
into the killings at Mission and
Steuart Streets, Bridges would
testify: "I was standing in a
restaurant at The Embarcadero
and Mission Street. I could see
the police driving men along
both streets. There was no one
throwing any bricks at the point
where Sperry was killed. They
were just trying to get out of
range of fire."

V.74

UNITY WAS WORD—Forty years ago at the time of "Bloody
Thursday" the unity of maritime unions was the key to a successful strike. In the above photo Harry Bridges (right), who
was then the chairman of the longshore strike committee in San
Francisco, confers with Captain E. B. O'Grady of the Masters,
Mates and Pilots, who was chairman of a joint coastwise policy
committee. In accompanying story Bridges recalls "Bloody
Thursday."

INTEREST GROWS
The traditional observances of
"Bloody Thursday" at the corner of
Mission and Steuart streets here, where
police bullets mowed down strikers and
their supporters on that July afternoon;
have become over the years rather
stereotyped.
Mostly the ceremonies have come to
be composed of speeches, a display of
banners and flowers and more politicians than spectators. It is significant,
however, that San Francisco police,
who were doing the shooting 40 years
ago, now direct traffic and assist in
keeping the observance orderly..
But, perhaps due to the nostalgia
abaut the thirties that has enveloped
the nation, there is a renewed interest
in the circumstances that brought about
that tragic bloodshed of four decades
ago.
College classes and other tour groups
—one organized last year by the Lawyer's Guild—visit the site.
They look at the southeast corner of
Mission and Steuart streets where Howard Sperry and Charles Olsen lay in
pools of their own blood early on that
July afternoon and attempt to comprehend how it all happened.
MUCH RESEARCH
Almost any day one can find a student or a free lance writer studying
records in the ILWU library at 1188
Franklin Street attempting to reconstruct some aspect of the struggle.
There have been radio and television
interviews with participants, and there
are frequent requests to union headquarters for the names and addresses
of those who were on hand that bloody
day.
This year two young teachers even
evolved a labor history study plan for
junior high school teachers that focuses
on the 1934 maritime strike and attempts to take the students deeply into
the causes, eifects and results of that
struggle. The plan calls for students to
take adversary positions and act out
roles.
New courses in labor studies—such as
those now in progress at San Francisco
City College under the direction of Jack
Olsen, a former ILWU member—testify
to an interest in labor Ins.ory v a
formal education establishment that is
unprecedented in the annals of education.
The memory of what happened that
day is perpetuated in many ways.
In fact, in many respects San Francisco is unique in the manner in which
it has preserved the record of this class
conflict.
In the Rincon Annex Post Office
(right across the street from the site of
the Bloody Thursday shooting) there is
a mural panel by artist Anton Refregier
depicting circumstances that led to the
strike and also some of the results of
that strike.
Most cities tend to sweep such chapters under the rug. New York City's
museum, for example, contains no references to the draft riots of 1863.
But San Francisco's history of labor
strife comes pre-packaged at the site.
FOR THE BETTER
In 10 more years—one more decade—
it will be a full half century since that
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hursday Still Lives
terrible July when a substantial segment of /American labor history was
written.
In the interim the ranks of the par-

ticipants will have thinned even more.
But what happened in the streets of
San Francisco on those tumultuous days
will never fade. The face of the city

was changed forever. Ask any longshoreman or warehouseman or seaman
who lived through the time, and he will
tell you it was changed for the better.

Who Fired The Fatal Shots?
SAN FRANCISCO — One aspect of
"Bloody Thursday"—July 5, 1934—that
concerned union leaders at the time but
has been pretty much forgotten in the
years since is the question of Who fired
the shots that killed Howard Sperry and
Nick Bordoise and injured scores of
others?
The bullets came from a riot gun or
guns and revolvers in the hands of San
Francisco police. That's an accepted
fact. But what seems strange by today's standards is that the specific
identity of the policeman or policemen
who pulled the trigger or triggers has
never been pinned down publicly. The
coroner's jury that investigated the
deaths classiiied the police as "unknown."
Names have been mentioned and even
were printed in newspapers at the time,
and the oiiicial police report mentions
inspectors—in the plural—who, "feeling
that their lives were in danger," fired
shotguns and revolvers at the corner of
Steuart and Mission Streets in the early
afternodn of July 5, 1934. There can be
no doubt the police conspired to conceal
the identity of the men involved. It
would have been a relatively simple
matter to determine their identity at
the time.
A DIFFERENT TIME
But there was nothing in the climate
of 1934 like a police commission that
would even consider hearing charges
that specific policemen violated the
civil rights of unarmed union members
by shooting them in the back.
The city—and to an extent the nation
—was horrified by this bloody climax
of action in the Pacific Coast Maritime
Strike of 1934.
But it was very much out of tune
with the times to expect that any machinery of government cotAd be persuaded to consider individual police to
have been outside the law.
Indeed, the concept of the time was
that the police were acting as a class
force on behalf of the employers and
there was not much concern with individual responsibility.
Today there would be a clamor to
bring the specific officers to the bar of
justice, but in 1934 many of those injured by police clubs, gas and bullets
did not even go to hospitals for treatment because to have done so would
have meant automatic arrest. In that
kind of atmosphere the identity of the
specicic policemen who pulled the trigger became relatively unimportant.
ILWU President Harry Bridges, who
was strike committee chairman in 1934,
recalls:
"I think we knew at the time who it
was that fired the shots. We knew because we had friends in the police department who told us. But there isn't
much we could do about it."
There is even a pretty good description of the man who fired the first shot.
He was, by the admission of the police,
an inspector. He was wearing, witnesses say, a dark gray suit, a black
hat and shell rim glasses. He is said
by observers to have fired both a riot
gun and a pistol into groups assembled
on the northwest, northeast and southeast corners of Mission and Steuart
_ Streets.
RETRACTION PUBLISHED
On July 6;the day after the slayings,
the San Francisco Examiner identified
the officer as Inspector Peter Hughes,
but the next day the paper printed a
retraction.
The best guess, based on evidence in
formal reports, is that two inspectors

SAN FRANCISCO—The date of
this issue of The Dispatcher coincides, of course, with the date
were involved and that their names were thrown at the car.
of "Bloody Thursday," July 5,
were Jesse Ayer and John Sturm.
At this point one inspector, appar1934, the climatic moment of the
The study, called "The Law in Action ently Ayer, got out of the car and
great Pacific Coast Maritime
During the San Francisco Maritime and shouted, "If any of you sons-of-bitches
Strike of that year.
Longshoi.e Strike of 1934," attributes want to start something, come on!"
The story of that day has been
Then he started shooting. One witness
the identiication of Ayer and Sturm to
told and re-told, .particularly in
said it was "like a man shooting
Inspector Vernon Van Metre.
The Dispatcher, but there still
It even gives Van Metre's badge num- birds."
remains a fascination with those
Germain (Jerry) Bulcke, retired
ber, 502.
dramatic events.
If one is looking for a modern paral- member of ILWU Local 10, was in the
Almost any day one can find
lel, perhaps the slaying of students by service station at the southwest corner
a student in the library at ILWU
National Guardsmen at Kent State in of Mission and Steuart Streets (where
headquarters here studying recOhio, fits the mold. There was outrage, the Rincon Annex of the Post Office
ords of that turbulent time, inbut it was some time before there was now stands), when the shooting started.
cluding yellowed newspaper clipany serious effort by authorities to as- He says two men were standing outside
pings of the terrible day of viothe car and firing at the various corsess individual responsibility.
lence that took the lives of two
ners of the intersection.
men in San Francisco and reCIRCUMSTANCES CLEAR
He remembers carrying a wounded
sulted in the injury of scores of
If there is uncertainty about the iden- man, whom he thinks was named Hart,
others.
tity of the police who did the attacking, up into the union hall.
OPENING THE PORT
there is relatively little about what hapThe events of 40 years ago, enIRREVOCABLE RESULTS
pened.
hanced now by certain popular
On Tuesday, July 3, and again on
Whatever else may be unclear, the
nostalgia for the thirties, seem
Thursday, July 5, there had been pro- resnl's oc the police fusillade are irreto hold a great fascination for
longed battling between strikers and vocable and precise.
the young of today.
police in the Rincon Hill area with
Two men lay in pools of their own ,,A
*'?::
Oddly enough, the treasured
much use of tear gas and a consider- blood headed east on the south side of
ILWU file of The Waterfront
able number of injuries. Then, as if by Mission Street just beyond the corner 0 Worker, a crudely mimeomutual agreement, both sides knocked of Steuart.
graphed newspaper put out in
off for lunch that Thursday. But the
San Francisco by rank and file
The man nearest the building wearing
tension, of course, remained.
longshoremen, is strangely silent
a white cap was Charles Olsen, a longAt about 1:30 p.m., a police car sped shoreman. He was seriously wounded
for the critical July period of the
into the intersection of Mission and but would survive.
strike.
Steuart Streets and came to a halt just
Experts disagree as to why.
The man nearest the curb was
a few doors away from the union's Sperry, a longshoreman
Some think the issues for that
and a World
Steuart Street Strike Headquarters at War I veteran, who would die
period were either stolen or lost.
within
113 Steuart.
Others think the rank-and-filers
an hour from five gunshot wounds. He
became so involved in the events
Accounts vary as to how many strik- was from Colorado and probably had
that they never got around to
ers were in the vicinity, but the strike been a miner.
putting out any issues.
kitchen was .close by, and it was cusSHOT IN BACK
In any event, employers detomary for strikers to hang around the
cided late in June they were goheadquarters after lunch to find out
A block away to the west at the coring to "open the port" of San
what was going to happen next.
ner of Mission and Spear Streets, anFrancisco. This forced the issue
Police reports say there were as other man lay dying. He was Nick
and brought about "Bloody
many as 6,000 men in the vicinity of Bordoise. No one is absolutely sure, but
Thursday."
the intersection, but strikers who were it seems obvious he was hit by the wild
All during the strike, which
there say that is a vastly inflated fig- firing of the police and staggered a
began on May 9, the employers
ure. Certainly there was no pitched block before collapsing. It was certain
had been able to work a certain
fighting in the street, as some accounts he was shot in the back with buckshot.
number of ships with scabs they
He died at 4:34 p.m., two hours after
suggest.
maintained aboard two resident
Sperry.
There is no doubt, however, that the
ships—the
Diana Dollar and the
Bordoise
was
not
a
longshoreman
but
abrupt arrival of the police car (which,
Wilhernina.
So -9rgo pi'ed up on
by the way, was unmarked) rekindled a cook who was volunteering in the
the
docks.
There
were an estistrike
kitchen.
the tensions of the morning.
PE,f41. mated 1,700 strikebreakers.
The inspectors who unleashed that
But, because San Francisco
'TIP IT OVER'
fusillade in the post-lunch period of a
Teamsters
were solidly in supAbout one fact there is no argument. July afternoon that day in July, 40
port
of
the
strike, no cargo
Some members of the crowd sug- years ago, had no idea in the hysteria
moved on or off the docks.
gested rather loudly it might be a good of their act that they were helping to
THE KEY MOVE
idea to tip over the police car. There alter the course of American labor hisBy "opening the port" the emis dispute over whether bricks or rocks tory, but they were.
ployers meant moving cargo
from the docks to warehouses in
the area around Third and Townsend Streets, from whence it
could be distributed to consignees. For this they made elaborate preparations, including the
use by police of what then was
the most sophisticated tear gas
equipment available.
In fact, the San Francisco waterfront became a sort of testing
ground for rival tear gas manufacturers.
The fighting that raged around
Rincon Hill on July 3 and July 5
is reported elsewhere in this issue. It was intense and bloody.
The 'important fact is that the
port was not, in reality, opened.
The massive force mobilized by
the employers resulted in the
death of two men and in the injury of scores, but the strike remained solid.
.4"
This had an effect of mobilizing working class support behind
the strikers and resulted in a
general strike and eventual victory for the strikers.
SHOT DOWN — Two longshoremen felled by police bullets on "Bloody
There's a lesson here for those
Thursday", July 5, 1934, at the corner of Mission and Steuart streets, San
who wish to ponder it.
Francisco. The man on the right is Howard Sperry, who died within an hour
from five gunshot wounds. The man on the left against the building is
Charles Olsen, who recovered from his wounds.
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Attorney Pozzi
Lauded For His
Services to Union

July 5, 1974

They mport Logs At Longview, Too

PORTLAND — Portland attorney
Frank Pozzi is lauded in the June 25th
issue of the Clerks' bulletin, 40-RECAP,
as one of the fast-disappearing breed of
labor lawyers who have contributed
"talents and time helping unions get
started and win battles for recognition."
The accolade, worded by President
Larry Clark, noted that apart from the
many "favorable settlements Pozzi has
secured over the years for injured longshoremen, clerks and other workers,
Brother Pozzi . . . has given much of
his time, with the full use of his facilities to this local. . . in many ways and
cases."
Clark said special thanks was due
Pozzi and his staff for help in "our
berth agents organizing and negotiating
program and our efforts to organize the
state grain men."
Pozzi was made an honorary life
time member of the local at a stop
work meeting several months ago,
Clark said.
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Calling All
ILWU Members
Do you know some workers
who don't make union wages?
Who are being pushed around?
Who have no security on the
job?
In other words, do you know
workers who want to be organized into the ILWU? If so,
please write or telephone information to one of the following:
Northwest Regional Office
G. Johnny Parks,
Regional Director
405 N.W. 18th Ave.
Portland, Ore. 97209
Phone:.(503) 223-1955
Washington-Alaska Offices
George Ginnis, Intl Rep.
233-0 11th Street
Tacoma, Washington 98421
Phones:
Home—(206) SK 9-8468
Office—(206) 383-5144
Southern Calif. Regional Office
William Piercy,
Regional Director
5625 S. Figueroa St.
Los Angeles, Calif. 90037
Phone:(213) 753-5594
Chester Meske, Int'l Rep.
Donald Wright, Int'l Rep.
Earlie Barnett, Int'l Rep.
Northern Calif. Regional Office
LeRoy King,
Regional Director
1188 Franklin Street
San Francisco, Calif. 94109
Phone:(415) 775-0533
Felix Rivera, Int'l Rep.
Ole Fagerhaugh, Int'l Rep.
Al Lannon, Organizer
or phone Salinas
(408) 424-4943
Harvey Tanzo, Organizer
Phones: Crockett Area:
(415) 787-1711
Sacramento Area:
(916) 371-5638
Canadian Area Office
Craig Pritchett,
Regional Director
2681 E. Hastings St.
Vancouver, B.C.
Phone:(604) 254-8141
Hawaii Office
Robert McElrath
Regional Director
451 Atkinson Dr.
Honolulu. Hawaii 96814
Phone:(808) 949-4161
Edward Tangen, Int'l Rep.
Thomas Trask, Int'l Rep.

UP AND AWAY—The name of the game in Longview is Logs. A load of logs goes over ship's rail at new Weyerhaeuser log dock June 4.
LONGVIEW — A recently completed
general cargo handling facility that
went on the line at Weyerhaeuser June
4 "will mean more work in the port,"
says Mel Bannister, president of Local
21.
The $3.9 million facility, known locally as the "new log dock" because
the first ship to load there was a log
ship and logs are a major cargo item
in this port, increases the berthing
space at Weyerhaeuser from three
berths to five berths.
Some 36 log ships called at Longview
last year, in addition to several vessels that took on partial log loads from
waterside rafts out of Astoria and Deep
River. With two new log berths, future
log loading at Weyerhaeuser will be entirely from the dock side.
IMPORTS, TOO
Two million board feet of logs were

unloaded at Weyerhaeuser last year.
They came from Borneo. Another million feet of logs are due in from the
South Pacific in the next two weeks. A
Weyerhaeuser spokesman said he did
not know what species. "There were 26
different species in the Borneo shipment. They will be tried out in our mills
here," he said.
A log ship usually takes from three
and- a half to four days to load, on a
two-shift basis, with three gangs per
ship.
Local logs loaded here for export are
usually hemlock or white fir.
Three of the six ships in port the day
this was written were log ships. One
was loading at Weyerhaeuser and two
at the Port of Longview. A fourth ship,
the Hoegh Miranda at Weyerhaeuser
was loading pulp, plywood, lumber and
logs for Europe, while the Inca Roca

Local 8 President Wins
Pledges for Portland Cargo
PORTLAND — Several shipping lines
that had discontinued services to Portland and the, Columbia river will resume calling on these ports, as the result of a trip Don Ronne, president of
Local 8, made last December to shipping centers in Europe.
"The main reason for the trip," said
Ronne, "was to have enough ships coming in so that shippers would be able to
ship their cargo, keeping this area of
origin in mind." He emphasized that
"We're not out to take cargo away
from Puget Sound," or any other area.
One of the main problems cited by
European shippers was the "congestion
on our docks. We were able to tell them
we had found a way to expedite cargo
movement over the docks."
He pointed out that prior to his departure, "everyone interested in shipping" had been meeting on this subject—"a sort of community project—to
iron out bottlenecks."
BOTTLENECKS ARE TARGET
One objective was to have trucks unload cargo in designated areas, with
longshoremen picking it up and placing
it closer to the ship's tackle, "keeping
congestion and trucks out of the ware'houses." This, he said, helped increase
"overall production out of Portland."
Ronne was accompanied on the Eu-

ropean tour by Ed Westerdahl, executive director of the Port of Portland.
The two were able to explain to shipping people in the six or seven countries visited that "we will have a new
docking facility going on the line in
July (Terminal 6, the new Fulton dock)
which will further eliminate congestion."
MORE MEN
Another concern of the European
shippers, he said, was "shortage of
manpower. We explained we will be
adding 120 men to our 'B' list. We're
awaiting Coast approval at this time."
He named the Italian line, D'Amico
and Europe-Pacific, headquartered in
Hamburg as "two of the lines that are
coming back in."
Ronne said he visited the ports of
Hamburg, Genoa, Bergen, Stockholm,
Piran (Yugoslavia), Amsterdam and
Copenhagen, as well as Rome, where
several shipping firms are headquartered.
On the way back, he stopped in England and "took a look at London." He
had an opportunity to talk on a personto-person basis with longshoremen in
several of the ports, and to observe
how cargo is handled in Europe, and
this was "one of the most interesting
parts of the trip."

was loading lumber at Weyerhaeuser,
bound for Peru; and the Sun Capris
was taking on flour at the Port dock
for Central America.
TWENTY GANGS
Local -21 also has jurisdiction over a
lumber berth at Rainier on the Oregon
side and at a log loading facility at
Port Westward, also in Oregon; a dock
in Kalama, and two chip ship berths,
here in Longview.
There are 20 regular gangs in the
Port.
The Local 21 office complex has
spread from the hiring hall, built almost 25 years ago under the leadership
of the late Dewey Van Brunt, to include
a new office building with special facilities for the local's bulletin, edited by
Ralph E. Rider, Jr., and the Longshore
Credit Union Building which shares
space with the new Seamen's Center.

Big Agreement Signed
With Anaconda Copper
PHOENIX — Unions representing
workers at Anaconda Copper have ratified a new agreement that will increase
wages by more than 60 cents over three
years, double pension payments to retired workers and improve the formula
for the cost-of-living allowance.
Although details of the pact were not
made public, spokesmen for the 26 unions involved in the negotiations—led by
the United Steelworkers—said that the
new pact would bring the wages of copper workers up nearly to a par with the
wages of basic steelworkers.
The unions also said they would extend contracts with other copper companies by two weeks, but that they were
expected to fall into line behind the
Anaconda settlement.

Local 8 Midterm
Election Results
PORTLAND, Ore.—The results of the
Local 8 midterm election, held June 21,
as reported by the Election Committee
and Secretary Everett Ede, show the
following union officials elected:
Russ Wolfe elected dispatcher with
449 votes. Rodger Betnar received 178
votes. Warren Smith is the relief dispatcher.
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BIG SHUTS AND LITTLE FISHES
By fitect coeir

F

A past visit to Mazatlan, Mexico, paid
off for Jim DeVoe of Daly City, California, a member of ILWU Local 10. He
writes:
"Fred. I'm still deriving a great deal
of pleasure from the memory of a trip
to Mazatlan on Mexico's central west
coast. It's a fisherman's paradise. Enclosed is a snapshot of myself with my
arm around the catch I made: A striped
Blue Marlin which weighed in at 200
pounds and measured 9 foot, 7 inches—
from tip of tail to top of bill. This fish

A BIG ONE — Longshoreman Jim
DeVoe with marlin he caught offshore in Mazatlan, Mexico,
didn't come easy, believe me. It took
an hour and 10 minutes to work it boatside for boarding. I can honestly say
that this catch was the ultimate of all
my fishing experiences; well worth it
and proud of it. Have you ever participated in this type of fishing off Mexico's
GIVING—Mel Bannister, president of ILWU Local 21, in Longview, Wash., coast?"
*
*
*
waits to give blood at a special donor program in union hall on June 20.
First off, I'd like to give a tip of the
column topper to Longshoreman DeVoe,
congratulating him on this fine catch.
Many experienced deep sea anglers in
that stretch of the Pacific go days,
weeks, even months without tying into
LONGVIEW—A blood drawing held in
The operation was successful, and one of these magnificent striped blue
the Longshore Hall, June 20 netted 93 Mrs. Hautala is "home again and feel- marlin.
pints of blood for the Red Cross area ing great," McQuaid said.
Regarding the question from Brother
blood bank.
Donated blood may be earmarked for DeVoe, I must say I've never fished
Local 21 sponsors two drawings a special cases. At the drawing last week, from off Mexico's coast. I am, unfortuyear, says Dick McQuaid, chairman of a number of donors designated their nately, one of those persons who gets
the local's blood committee. The draw- blood for a Kelso High School junior seasick almost immediately on the
ing this time was a joint effort on the critically injured while surfing in Ha- briny deep—whether it be offshore Mexpart of Local 21, Telephone Workers waii.
ico or Alaska waters. No pre-trip preLocal 9111, and the Public Utility DisThe Longshore hiring hall resembled caution I have ever taken has prevented
trict.
a field hospital June 20, with tables for me from becoming seasick.
IMPORTANT HELP
donors and a canteen curtained off from
To anyone planning a trip to MazatThe role of blood donors in saving life the front part of the hall where men
was underlined dramatically for local and women sat on benches or stood in lan, I'd definitely recommend a deeplongshoremen and their wives when line waiting to be processed. By 5 p.m., sea trolling jaunt. Whether you catch a
Elma Hautala, wife of Local 21 mem- with a no the r hour to go before the marlin, sailfish or dolphin, or not, it's
ber Art Hautala, required many trans- drawing ended, 104 persons either had a never-to-be-forgotten experience.
fusions during recent open-heart sur- given blood or were waiting to do so,
But, if like me, you're one of those
gery in Portland.
and people were still coming in.
incurable, seasick-sorry anglers, fish in
the nearby rivers or estuary. That is
what I did on a trip to Mazatlan in the
summer of 1972; fished the turbid Montenegro River with a pair of local anglers: Bumboat owner Candelario ZaSAN FRANCISCO — Following is
Local 63: Arthur Carlson, George
the July, 1974, list of dockworkers
V. Koby; Local 94: John J. Luera;
retired under various ILWU-PMA
Local 98: Robert W. Weeks.
plans:
*The widows are: Victoria AmLocal 8: Carl G. Larson, John H.
brosi, (Henry, Local 63); Josephine
Pitman, Leon V. Sessine; Local 10:
D'Ambrosi, (Rico, Local 63); Merle
Eugene Alston, Widdie Barnes,
E. Harmon, (Jesse, Local 12);
Frank Bonnardel, Louis Bueno,
Laura M. Hill, (Clifton, Local 10);
Emilio Cademartori, John W. DoirLydia Koski, (Lauri, Local 19);
in, Fred Douglas, Manuel DracoMay Krehslin, (Alfred, Local 13);
vich, Louis Knox, Mathew Lister,
Edna McCluskey, (John W., Local
Paul K. Love, McKinley Oliver,
13); Leila Marincovich, (Anthony
Travis Tatum, Ernest Trigg; Local
Local 50); Sue E. Miller, (Bob, Lo13: Rudolph Castenada, Francis E.
cal 13); Lucy Montano, (Alex, LoDurkee, Vicente Flore s, Russell
cal 10); Ada M. O'Keefe, (William
Miller, George Mitchell, Donald F.
A., Local 8); Corrine Phillips,
Simmons, Raymond Thornburg.
(Charlie, Local 10); Gregoria SanLocal 21: Harold Marks, Orville
tamaria, (Jose, Local 13); Anna
Mishler; Local 23: John F. Slavich; _ Mae Smith, (Carl W., Local 10);
Maye A. Yasko, (John, Local 10);
Local 24: Cornelius Crawford, Allan
HANDLINE — Our happy bumboat
M. Kay; Local 47: Meade W. Haag;
Verna C. Yates, (Harold, Local 13).
skipper Zuniga, shows a typical steelLocal 52: Glenn S. Saul, Edwin
*Names in brackets are those of
bar handline used for fishing in
Swanberg; Local 54: Andy Bedio;
deceased husbands.
Mazatlan's estuary waters.

mora Zuniga, age 30, and his amiable
young crewman, Martin Corrales Feliz,
age 18. With me was Bernie Roth, outdoor-book author of Newcastle, Pennsylvania.
Slowly, in the paint-poor, 16-ft. canvas-canopied bumboat, powered by an
ancient 7-HP outboard motor, we "ticka-de-ticked" past the bustling Mazatlan
waterfront, passing a scattered fleet of
shrimp boats, waiting at moorage for
the season to start. As we approached
the mouth of the Montenegro River,
young Feliz—rated as one of the greatest estuary fish finders in Mazatlan—
gave orders to drop anchor and we,
shortly thereafter, cast our lines for
whatever lurked beneath the water's
surface.
Roth and I used light spin gear, which
our Mexican friends promptly frowned
upon. Neither Roth nor I had the faintest notion what we were fishing for
which added to the mystery and anticipation of it all. Using a heavy hand line
and 12-inch section of light steel bar for
weight, F eliz caught the first fish,
somewhat larger than a good-sized
crappie and looking very much akin to
one. "Mojarra, mojarra," said Feliz,
"very boney, senor, but delicious for
soup." I caught one of these and so did
Roth and then we "put-putted" up the
Montenegro which was becoming deeper, more turbid and lined with Mangrove swamps.
For the next few hours we caught a
strange fish called "botete" — rhymes

Local 21 Members Give
Their Blood for Mankind

Dockers, Widows on Pension List

FISH-FINDER — Young Feliz, Mazatlan's expert fish-finder, with horseteeth botete from Montenegro River.
with machete — which ranged from 12
to 18 inches and which had perfectly
formed horse-like teeth.
All this rendered self-evident, the
wisdom of Feliz's heavy line for the
botete used their sharp strong teeth to
chomp and sever our light lines. When
Roth and I switched to heavier lines,
we too caught many botete on dockbought shrimp.
* * *
Do you have an extra snapshot in
your album of a fishing or hunting
scene? We'd like to trade one of the
illustrated TEENY NYMPH f is hing

flies for one. Please include some "why,
"where," "when" and "how" information about the snapshot and mail to:
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDF
2833 S.E. 33rd Place
Portland, Oregon 97202
Please indicate your Local number.
The offer is open to all ILWU members,
members of the family and, of course,
retired members.

Ny.
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Strike Wave Hits
—What's Nixon's
Response?
WASHINGTON, DC — A strike wave
of major proportions has taken hold in
the US, and Nixon administration officials are once again breaking out the
old chestnut. that militant strikes and
good settlements are the main cause of
inflation.
In the month of May, for example,
more than half a million workers engaged in more than 1,000 strikes, the
highest number in nearly three years.
Most observers credit the more than
ten percent rise in the cost of living in
the last year as a major cause of the
strikes.
But a Federal Mediation Service official was quoted in San Francisco
newspapers to the effect that most of
the strikes were short lived, local or
regional in nature, and that settlements
were rather modest, compared with
those in other leading industrial nations.
Administration spokesmen appear to
be split as to how serious the "problem" is, from their point of view. An
"unnamed government spokesmen," for
example, told the Washington Post recently that strikes and high settlements,
particularly in the construction trades,
would add further fuel to inflationary
fires, and raise the possibility of a reimposition of wage controls. Similar
"leaks" have appeared recently in Business Week'magazine.
Observers recalled that the construction unions were the first to be affected
by Nixon wage controls in 1970, several months before the entire Nixonomics package was created.
In the meantime, more than 25,000
carpenters are on strike in Northern
California, shutting down nearly all construction sites; sanitation workers are
out in Los Angeles and carpenters are
also threatening to go out. Commuters on the San Francisco-Oakland
Bay Bridge are, of course, fully aware
of the strike by AC Transit District bus
drivers.

Organizing
Gains in
Southern Cal
LOS ANGELES--ILWU organizers in
Southern California have been making
some slow and steady gains over the
last few weeks, leading to membership
increases in warehouse Local 26 and
clerks' Local 63.
Local 26, for example, has signed a
recognition agreement with Harbor Side
Terminals, a new company involved in
warehousing, freight •and cargo handling in Wilmington. Harbor Side will
employ about 30 workers within a few
weeks.
Local 26 also has been designated
bargaining agent by office and clerical
employees at Central Terminals Warehouse and Trucking Co. Warehousemen
here are already members of Local 26,
and the new office workers will be integrated into the present contract.
Local 63 has also become bargaining
agent for clerical workers at the US
Army facility in Long Beach, as well as
for quality control employees at Standard Fruit and Steamship Co. Office and
clerical workers have been under contract with Local 63 for a number of
years, and the new members will also
become a part of this bargaining unit.
Organizing has been led by the Southern California regional office, with assistance and support of local union officials.

TEAR GAS — San Francisco police lob tear gas shells
toward striking longshoremen on San Francisco's Embarcadero during 1934 strike. The strike became a sort

of testing ground for the latest in tear gas equipment
as salesmen from competing companies sought to convince police their product was best. See pages 4-5.

Chilean 'Death Ship Gets
Cool Welcome in Oregon
PORTLAND—The Esmeralda, the increasingly unpopular Chilean Navy
training ship, sailed under the Wilamette Bridge on the night of June 30 on
another leg of its alleged "good will
mission" to the US west coast.
The ship's, reception was somewthat
chilly.
Portland's mayor, Neil Goldschmidt
declined to participate in welcoming
ceremonies for the ship after he received a flood of calls and letters protesting the arrival of the "death ship."
And after ILWU International Vice
President George Martin and International Executive Board member Bill
Ward, Local 40, paid a call to state
AFL-CIO headquarters, Oregan Labor
Federation President Bill Killion also
issued a statement to the effect that
any welcome would be "inappropriate."
Mayor Goldschmidt stayed away from
a luncheon and reception held aboard
the ship July 1, and issued a statement
to the effect that no one from his office
would attend.
At least two other City Commissioners, Charles Jordon and Mildred
Schwab also refused to have anything
to do with the death ship.
Executive Board Member Ward also
wired Governor McCall asking him to
"publicly inform the present Chilean
leaders that the vessel is not welcome
in the great state of Oregon."
Chilean refugees charge that the Esmeralda was used as a prison for workers and others who supported the
legally elected socialist government of
President Salvatore Allende, which was
forcibly overthrown by the present military junta last winter.

Patriots also claim that tortures and
murders also took place aboard the
ship.
"Oregon must not be a party to welcoming representatives of a regime
that drowned in blood a legally elected
government," said ILWU. Columbia
River District Council president Forrest
Taylor, Local 12, in a letter to Ed Westerdahl, executive director of the Port of
Portland. The Port has jurisdiction over
Swan Island.
Similar messages went to Gov. Tom
McCall and Senator Mark Hat'ield from
both the CRDC and the ILWU District
Council of Auxiliaries.
The Esmeralda met similar protests
from labor and other groups when she
visited the Port of San Francisco two
weeks ago, including a protest by the
ILWU Local 6 steward's council.

Railway Workers' Demands
CHICAGO—Railway unions representing 80,000 shop employees are going to
demand wage increases totaling 34 percent over two years, the AFL-CIO Railway Employees Department announces.
Some twenty unions will be asking
for a 20 percent raise on January 1,
1975 and 15 percent January 1, 1976.
They will also demand a cost of living allowance program, a dental program and improvements in health and
welfare coverage.
Journeymen in the crafts involved
now receive wages of $5.72 per hour.
The Machinists Union, negotiating on
behalf of an additional 25,000 railway
workers, will be demanding a 40 percent increase.

WASHINGTON, DC —'The right of a
labor union to discipline memuers who
cross that union's picket lines was upheld last month when the US Supreme
Court refused to hear an appeal brought
by the scab-operated San itafael Independent-Journal.
The case involved three members of
Typographical Local 21 who crossed
the picket line during a 20 month strike
against the I-J which began in 1970.
An Appellate Court, which the Supreme Court effectively confirmed, had
held that the strike is any union's ultimate weapon, and that the ability to
fine or expel members who cross picket lines is an essential part of its bargaining power.
Workers expelled by the union lost
their right to union pensions and other
benefits.
The San Rafael Independent-Journal
is on the "We Don't Patronize" list of
the California Labor Federation, AFLCIO.

Negotiations Resume
At Silkauf
'No Progress'
PARAMOUNT, Calif. — Federal
mediators have stepped in to set up
the first negotiations between ILWU
Local 26 and Silkauf Manufacturing Co.
since a strike began there nearly eight
weeks ago.
No progress was achieved at the one
session held .so far, according to Local
26 Secretary-Treasurer Lou Sherman,
but another meeting with federal mediators is set for July 11.
More than 120 Local 26 members at
Silkauf walked out May 26 after employer representatives had proposed a
total wage and fringe package of 30
cents over the three years.
The picket line remains solid, Sherman reported, and there is no work
going on inside the plant. SIlkauf is a
well-known, notoriously anti-labor manufacturer of toilet seats.

International Board
Plans July 8-9 Meeting

Local 11 Benefit for
United Farm Workers
SAN JOSE — Dried Fruit Local ills
holding a benefit dance for the United
Farm Workers on Saturday night, July
20, between 9 p.m. and 1 a.m. at Hardeman Hall, Willow and Locust Streets,
San Jose, There will be refreshments,
entertainment and door prizes. Donation is $1.50 per person, and all union
members and friends are welcome.

Unions May Fine
Scabbing Members

MORE DONORS—Dick McQuaid, chairman of ILWU Local 21 blood committee, looks on with approval as two longshoremen, Delbert Grummbois
and Ray Davis, make their donations—smilingly. See story on page 7.

SAN FRANCISCO—The ILWU
International Executive Board
will meet in San Francisco July
9 and 10.
Among the items on the agenda are a discussion of the strike
by Local 30 and 20-A against the
US Borax Co., recent talks with
officers of the International
Longshoremen's Association and
the AFL-CIO and the question of
replacing Southern California
board member Rudy Rubio who,
having been elected President of
Local 13, is no longer eligible to
be a member of the board.

