
IVI—DAY' RULE STRANGLES
CIVIL RIGHTS ON GARR LD

-drew On
Gov't
Vessel
Gagged

• SAN FRANCISCO — The
Roosevelt Administration's

• "M-Day" policy which last
week had strangled civil
rights for crews on Maritime
Commigsion ships has
stretched its forbidding hand

• across the Atlantic to deny
the constitutional rights of
the crew of the SS President
Garfield, it was learned this
week.
En route from New York

to Genoa, the crew attempted
4 to send a radiogram to Con-

gressman Lee Geyer to help
labor win in the fast culmin-
ating fight between unions
and employer forces attempt-
ing to wreck the Wagner Act
—and the radiogram was
denied transmission.

Captain A. W. Aitken for-
bade transmission of the
radiogra.m in words strikingly
similar to the "M-Day" notice
posted on Maritime Commis-
sion ships he "didn't want
any politics on this ship."

Like the Moore-Mac Ships,
where the "M-Day" notice
was first posted, the Ameri-
can President Line—operator
of the President Garfield—is
owned in part by the Mari-
time Commission.

Chairman of the board is
40 ex-Senator William Gibbs

McAdoo, one of the ring-
leaders in the setting-up of
the Roosevelt delegation
slate in California. He was
later jerked off by Ickes
and Administration leaders
in efforts to make the dele-
gation look "liberal."
The skipper's action obvi-

ously followed general Ad-
ministration policies as out-
lined in the "M-Day" notice,
which declared that "Argu-
mentative discussions of ex-
isting political and national prob-
lems are hereby strictly prohibited
on board the vessel."
The notice posted on Maritime

(Continued on Page 5.)

CIO Victory Stuns Coast Employers
High Court
Ruling Spurs
Organization
SAN FRANCISCO — The

California CIO won a tremen-
dous victory for the American
people and gave the West
Coast Associated Farmers
their worst set-back in years
this week when the Supreme
Court declared the Associated
Farmer model anti-picketing
ordinance unconstitutional.
The decision invalidates the

Shasta County ordinance, similar
Associated Farmer ordinances in
30 other California counties and
50 cities, may abolish the infam-
ous Oregon anti-picketing statute
and sets a nation-wide precedent.

Said Justice Frank Murphy,
who wrote the 8 to 1 deci-
sion: "Publicizing the facts of a
labor dispute in a peaceful way,
whether by pamphlet, by word of
mouth or by banner, must now be
regarded as within that liberty of
communication which is secured
to every person by the fourteenth
amendment against abridgement
by the State."

"By wiping out one of the
chief obstacles to inland or-
ganization, the decision is of the
utmost importance to maritime
workers," MI' Secretary Bruce
Hannon declared. "The ILWU
convent ion rightly declared
that the future of the HAM de-
pends on the ability to organize
arouml the waterfront workers.
This helps clear the way."
Ninety - seven members of

the CIO in Shasta county were
Freed of charges and grand jury
indictments for conspiracy to coin-
ing peaceful picketing" as a re-
sult of the decision.
At the same time the Supreme

Court invalidated a similar ordin-
ance in Alabama in a case brought.
by the AFL,
In San Francisco State CIO Sec-

retary Louis Goldblatt declared:
"Decision of the United States

Supreme Court against the
Shasta County anti-picketing
ordinance is a hard-fought vic-
tory, . not only for the CIO
State Council but for the peo-
ple as a whole. It establishes

(Continued on Page 2)

Jurieh Reports on
Trip to Washington

J. F. JURICII
President International Fishermen and Allied

Workers of America
Early in April I went to Washington, D. C., for the pur-

pose of seeking modifications of the 1940 fishing regulations
. and other legislative matters affecting fishermen. While I
went officially in behalf of the legislative committee of the
United Fishermen's Union, the work undertook affected all
international affiliates, particular-
ly the Alaska Fishermen's Union,
exceptionally hard hit by the dras-
tic curtailment regulations.

The additional closed periods
stipulated under
the Bureau of
Fisheries 1 9 4 0
regulations will
bar between four
and five thou-
sand men from
working in the
fishing and fish
processing indus-
tries in Alaska
this year. We are

• already informed that the Colum-

bia River Packers' Association

has cancelled operations entirely

' for this year and other plants

have also stated that, unless mod-

ifications are secured, they will

follow suit. In addition to the

salmon fisheries, the entire oil

and meal herring plants in South-

east Alaska will be closed by

' these drastic regulations.

In Washington I sought modifi-

cations of the Bristol .Bay regula-

tions to the extent that more

boats would be permitted to fish

without being .penalized by addi-

tional closed dine and I also

JURICH

sought the removal of the marker
in Kvichak Bay to Jensen Creek.

In Southwest Alaska the severe
restrictions imposed had nothing
to do with conservation and
tended only to discriminate
against the present type of gear
used. After explaining this to De-
partment of Interior officials, we
secured a revision affecting
safety and conditions of crew
members working in that area.

(Continued on Page 5.)

Getting Ready
For Convention

ASTORIA.— The MFP conven-
tion arrangements committee is
getting going on what promises to
be the best Convention program in
convention Federation history.
A gigantic Federation dance on

May 11 will raise proceeds for the
convention entertainment p r o -
gram.

On the arrangement's commit-
tee of which Louis McGhee is sec-
retary, are members of the long-
shoremen, warehousemen, fisher-
men and cannery workers.

These Engineers Are
Still Non-Union

Non-union engineers sailing on West coast ships jeopardize the
security and conditions of all union men. Here is a list of non-

union engineers, most of them sailing on Matson ships. These men
should join MEBA, Local 97, for the greater good of all. Crew
members working with these men should use their influence to

sign these men up.

L. H. Wallace

Ed Putney, SS Georgian W. N. Tulley
(American-Hawaiian) A. L. Wosser, Diamond Head

F. M. Cabral, SS Waipio B. C. Padgett

(Chief) Denny J. F. Anderson

J. A. Carlson G. Grounvald

L. C. Richardson H. Herman

M Roseander J. Van Dussen. 
N. H. Cassell W. H. Thomas

ir 
Sold!

Sold off the West Coast for $55 a ton this week were the Mat-
son's Makena and Mahukona, latest Maritime Commission gift to
the shipowners' pocketbooks. They came out of the boneyard.
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SOLID MFP FRONT FIGHTS
ATTAC ON HIRING HALL

ACA Asks 5-Yr. Pact   Warn Shipowners
  To Lay, Off

Cooks Gains
Schooner
Contract
Near
SAN FRANCISCO—A proposed

new five-year offshore agreement
was presented by the Pacific Coast
District, ACA Marine Division, to
the Pacific American Shipowners
Association this week with a re-
quest for an immediate resumption
of agreements for a new or
amended agreement.
Meanwhile the union reached

agreements on all major points in
the steam schooner control, which
may be signed this week.
With the exception of two sec-

tions dealing with passenger vessel
wages, manning scales and work-
ing conditions, the offshore agree-
mentis based on. the model cargo
ship type 5-year contract signed
between ACA and the American
Trading and Shipping Co., Car-
riso Inc., Coastwise Line, Ramona
SS Co., Pacific Coast Coal Co. of
Seattle, Santa Cruz Portland Ce-
ment Co., C. W. Harrison and
other shorter term contracts.
Said R. M. Hansen, ACA secre-

tary, on behalf of the Pacific
Coast District of the Marine Divi-
sion:

"Our proposal for a new
agreement is based upon those
things we now have plus those
things we consider to be essen-
tial to the Union's continued
existence and the general pub-
lic's welfare, in the form and to
the extent that these things
have, been embodied and estab-
lished the aforementioned model

(Continued on Page 3)

Solons May
Free Laid
Up Fleet
SAN FRANCISCO —.The Mari-

time Federation will support the
move to release the laid-up fleet
if a companion measure calling
for an immediate investigation of
the 13. S. Maritime Commission
is introduced.

That's what MET Secretary
Bruce Hannon wrote Congressman
Frank H. Buck this week in an-
swer to Buck's request that the
Federation support his bill.

Reports from Washington said
(Continued on Page 2)

Telling The Gorernor
Rank and file firemen tell Governor Culbert L. Ol-

son why he must pardon Earl King, Ernest Ramsay
and Frank Conner. Left to right: Bill Henderson, Joe
Dezon, William Bailey, J. Quadres.

King-Ramsay-Conner

Hank and File Fi remen Tell
Story to Governor Olson
SACRAMENTO—Governor. Culbert L. Olson this week had the story of

what the frame-up of Earl King, Ernest Ramsay and Frank Conner means to
maritime labor. He got it straight from the lips of 25 rank and file members of
the Marine Firemen's Union. In a chartered bus, covered with banners saying,
"Free King, Ramsay, Conner!
Maritime leaders' victim of ship-
owners' frame-up," they sped to
Sacramento last Thursday and
were ushered into the governor's
office.
En route to Sacramento Broth-

er William Bailey called a meet-

The Advisory Pardon Board
will meet at 2 p. m. April 30 in
the office of Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Ellis E. Patterson, 417
Montgomery street, to give the
decision on the pardon applica-
tion The union delegation on
hand helped last time; be there
this time. Send telegrams to the
board at Sacramento urging
favorable action.

lug to discuss the presentation of
the case to the governor—and a
committee of four was elected to

(Continued on Page 6)

Supplement
Tells Struggle
Of Mexico
Standard Oil, arch-enemy of

maritime labor, is plotting with
Congressman Martin Dies to
overthrow democracy in Mexico
and seize back her originally
stolen oil interests.

Here's a matter of vital in-
terest to maritime labor, for it
foreshadows what American in-
dustrialists would like to do to
American labor, what Martin
Dies is now trying to do.

The story of how Mexican
labor fights for freedom and
security is told in a special tab-
loid supplement to this issue.
Read it.

MFP Men
Visit Olson
SAN PEDRO. — A delegation

from San Pedro consisting of dele-
gates from all component organi-
zations of the Maritime Federation
pistrict Council No. 4 called on
Governor Olson to ask a pardon
for Earl King, Ernest Ramsay and
Frank Conner.
Among the speakers of the dele-

gation were Assemblyman Fred
Reaves, Joseph O'Connor, agent of
the Marine Cooks and Stewards
Association, Bill Lawrence, repre-
senting the ILWU, Stevens, presi-
dent of District Council No. 4, R.
B. Gilfillan, representing t h e
MFOW&W, V. S. Dolan, repre-
senting the Shipyard Workers Un-
ion and Gilbert Zafranovich.

Big Business Talks Turkey

'No Loans to Allies? It's FDR-GOP Baloney'
Does anybody think the

idea we're headed for war is
radical propaganda? Well,
read "Business Week," house
organ of Big Business, for
April 20:
"Any proposals to repeal the

Johnson Act so as to permit loans
to belligerents — loans which no
one would expect to be repaid—
would be very bad political medi-
cine this fall. No one will be
found advocating them. Republi-
cans will vie with Democrats in
beating their breasts, telling their
constituents that never-never-never
will they vote to bring this coun-
try closer to Europe's war.

Discount the Politics
...."Don't let it fool you. It will be
the same baloney served up by

both parties in 1916, when they
alternated in denouncing each
other—one week for being pro-
German, the next for wanting to
get us into the war on the sids
of the Allies. In fact the baloney
will be much thinner, for, to be
fair, last time most politicians on
both sides did not imagine we
would get into the war five
months after election. This time a
majority in both Senate and House
know we are going to help the Al-
lies financially if the war lasts
long enough. They know it, despite
the fact that both the Johnson Act
and the Neutrality. Law stand in
the way of any such help.

No Last-Minute job
"Given time, both laws will in

either amended or short-circuited.
Nor will this drastic move wait
until Britain runs out of cash.

'Britain doesn't want to spend all
her cash in the U. S. and the folks
who want to help her don't want
to force this. Britain intimates
privately she would like to spend
some of that cash in the Balkans,
and in other places where corner-
ing supplies will help to strangle
the Nazis. This has plenty of ap-
peal to an increasing element on
Capitol Hill.

Since Yesterday
"How Congress has been swing-

ing is best illustrated by the utter
lack of outcry when the Admini-
tration announced the latest planes
could be shipped to Europe. That
is some change since the shock
when a French government agent
was hurt in the crash of a test
plane in California a year ago.
Congress was ready to take the
War Department apart then on

the contention that our new planes
were taboo for foreigners.

including the Scandinavian
Remember the struggle to re-

peal the arms embargo last fall?
No struggle would be needed now.
It would be a pushover. There is
another little element. The Scan-
dinavian vote is very heavy in
several ordinarily pacifist states—
states which were bitterly anti-
war in 1917. Every move in Eu-
rope has simplified the problem
soon to confront Senators and
Representatives from those states.
OUTLOOK: No one thinks the

situation ripe yet. So it will be
hush-hush until after election.
Look for legislation opening the
way for loans to be introduced io
January, when Congress convenes
—no matter who is elected in No-
vember."

SAN FRANCISCO — Both longshoremen and
the seagoing crafts in the Maritime Federation this
week stood solidly together to halt employer attempts
to take away the present hiring hall rights of the Ma-
rine Cooks and Stewards.

At an emergency meeting of Federation unions
held on Wednesday, union leaders adopted the follow-
ing statement of policy:

CIO Drives
To Revise
Sea Laws
NEW YORK.—A drive for com-

plete revision of all laws and sta-
tutes relating to seamen will be
inaugurated this week, it was an-
nounced jointly by the National
Maritime Union and the CIO Mari-
time Committee.

Singled out for special treatment
are those laws dealing with safety-
at-sea and with the rights of sea-
men, both of which are archaic
and wholly inadequate. It is point-
ed out that a part of the govern-
ment subsidies paid ;to shipowners
for the development of the mer-
chant marine have been "spent
fighting safety-at-sea legislation
and other attempts to bring the
navigation laws into line with the
public interest."
The so-called mutiny statutes

are not used in these modern times
to quell mutinies because "muti-
nies are a thing of the past." They
are used to punish everything un-
der the sun except mutiny, the
statement says, particularly trade
union activities.
"So influential are unscrupulous

shipowners, that they have suc-
ceeded in getting government of-
ficials and the courts to interpret

(Continued on Page 2)

"That the unions affiliated
with the Maritime Federation
write the shipowners demand-
ing that they do not attempt
to deprive the Cooks and
Stewards of any conditions
now enjoyed by the union un-
der the old contract, and that

declaration were
Vincent J. Mal-
one, secretary of
the MFOWW;
Henry Schmidt,
president ILWU
1-10; Gene Burke,
secretary of the
Marine Engin-
eers; R. M. Han-
sen, secretary of

BURKE Marine Local 3,
ACA; Bruce Hannon, secretary of
the Maritime Federation; Ger-
main Bulcke, secretary of the San
Francisco Industrial Union Coun-
cil; Gus Oldenburg, J. J. Quinn,
Burt Coleman and A. H. Ward
(MFOWW); Rudy Asplund, Roy
Pyle and George King (ACA);

(Continued on Page 3)

we expect negotiations to be
completed with the Cooks
and Stewards as speedily as
possible on the new agree-
ment, so that all maritime
unions may be in a position to
settle the problem of neces-
sary wage increases and war
bonuses."
Present at the meeting, which

drew up this

That Big Warehouse Ball Tonight!
SAN FRANCISCO.—Three orchestras, 14 sparkling acts prepared

by Fanchon and Marco's Helen Hughes, warehouse orchestra, novelty
band, drum corps, notables — that's the program for the big annual
warehouse ball at the Civic Auditorium tonight. Don't miss it.
Brothers Bridges, Paton, Goldblatt, Shelley, Lieutenant-Governor

Patterson, Carey McWilliams and others will be there.
Doors open at 7, union music until 8, floor show 8 to 9, dancing

9:15 to 1 a.m. Tickets, 40 cents.

192 U. S. Ships
Sold Since War!
One hundred and ninety-two U. S. ships have been sold

to foreign interests since the outbreak of the war-95 of
them to Allies—with many not included in this check!

That's the late$ report on the move of American ship-
owners, the U. S. Maritime Commission and the Roosevelt
Administration to throw our support behind the Allies
and draw us closer to the war. All ships were sold at war
boom prices.
Off the West Coast this week were sold American-

Hawaiian's Indianan to the British and Matson's Makena
and Mahukona, out of boneyard, to the French.
Forty U. S. ships with gross tonnage of 142,927 have

gone to the United Kingdom, 25 to Canada, 18 with gross
tonnage of 62,361 tons to the French. "Panamanian" in-
terests, with ownership usually remaining in the U. S.,
took 33 ships grossing 315,790 tons.
Other foreign purchases of American vessels since Sept.

1 include: Belgian, 9; Brazilian, 14; Chinese, 1; Colom-
bian, 2; Costa Rican, 1; Cuban, 2; Estonian, 1; Greek,
10; Honduran, 3; Italian, 3; Mexican, 1; Norwegian, 1;
Philippine, 6; Spain, 2; Uruguayan, 1; Venezuelan, 5, and
Juo-o-Slavian, 1. Another vessel was sold to an alien but
retained American registry.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Pedro LongshoremenmCIO Champs

ILWU 1-10's basketball team won the CIO basketball crown by defeating the General Motors five in a hotly contested playoff

tussle. The longshoremen had previously on the first half championship of the L. A. circuit. Shown in the above picture, the players

are, left to right—back row—Jack Schatz, Tivo Lomeli, Art Sheldon, Cecil Reedy and Jimmy Smith. Front row—Gene Sullivan,

Barney Burke, Ord Shoultz, Norman Kelly and Vinko Matulich. Coach Spud Murphy and the team mascot are kneeling in front o
f

the huge trophy.

NMU Man in Standard Oil Frame-up

Trump Up
Phoney Rap
On Agent
NEW YORK. — The NMU

charged this week that the Stand-

ard Oil Company of New Jersey

ia conspiring with the Philadelphia

police to frame John Murray, NMU

agent, and railroad him to prison

on trumped up charged and false
testimony.
NMU President Joe Curran ac-

cused the ploice of having per-

suaded one Robert Wade, of New

Mexico; to confess to an assault on

a Standard Oil employe during the

1939 tanker strike and to name

Murray as the instigator.
Murray was arrested in Phila-

delphia April 9thand held incom-

municado overnight while he was

grilled by labor squad detectives.

A writ of habeus corpus was nec-

essary to get an NMU attorney in

to see him. In granting the writ

Judge James Gay Gordon, Jr., took

the police to task for their tactics,

which he compared to the Gestapo.
Murray was indicted by the

grand jury a week ago Monday

for aggravated assault and battery,

intent to commit a felony, aiding

and abetting a felon to flee juris-

diction of the law, violation of the

Wilkin Firearms act, and conspir-

acy and assault with intent to

maim. In the court room during
proceedings were attorneys for the

Standard Oil.
The case grew out of the beat-

ing in May, of one Joseph Ram-

sey, a fink-herder employed by the
Standard Oil during the tanker
strike.
The police arrested Hubert Ma-

guire, who pleaded guilty to the

beating and was sentenced to six
months in jail.
"While Maguire was in the hands

of police," Curran said, "he was
approached on several occasions

and promised quick release from
prison if he would implicate what
were termed 'the higher-ups,' ap-
parently meaning officials of the
National Maritime Union.
On March 29, Wade was arrest-

ed in Raton, New Mexico. A few

days later a "confession" was pro-

duced naming Murray, Wade, who
Is only 19 years of age and is nei-
ther a seaman nor a member of

the NMU, is supposed to have told
police that he went to Curran dur-

ing the tanker strike and wanted
to join the union. Curran is sup-

posed to have sent him to Phila-
delphia to see Murray, who made

MW Asks Release
Of J. N. McNamara
SAN FRANCISCO—Immediate, unconditional release of

J. B. McNamara, the world's oldest labor prisoner, was

asked of Governor Culbert L. Olson by the Maritime Fed-

eration this week.

MFP Secretary-Treasurer Bruce Hannon telegraphed

Olson the plea for release so that McNamara "may spend

his last days in the company of his brother trade unionists."
At the same time Hannon wired(a 

McNamara at Folsom prison, de-

claring: "Maritime labor of the
Pacific Coast pays homage to you

for the splendid contribution you

have made to labor's cause by your
unfaltering devotion. The Maritime
Federation of the Pacific will car-

ry on a fight for your uncondi-

tional release so that you may

once again take your rightful

place in our ranks."

McNamara was sentenced to life

in 1911 for the bombing of the

Los Angeles Times the year be-

fore. He pleaded guilty at the re-

quest of Lincoln Steffens, believ-
ing it would help end the bitter

strife between labor and capital

in Los Angeles, caused by the

ruthless attacks by employers. To

this day grave doubts remains that
he placed the dynamite.

Since no court action or litiga-

tion is possible in his case, labor's

only recourse is a mass campaign.

Said Tom Mooney this week:

"Jim McNamara embodies the

very highest type of working class

idealism. His honesty, his integri-

ty and his courage are unimpeach-

able . . . ."
"Now the working class of Cali-

fornia has one job in front of it

that it does not dare shirk any

longer, and that job is to bring

about the liberation of Jim Mc-

Namara at the earliest possible

moment . • . Get him out now, so

him "head of a goon squad."

All this is denied both by Cur-

ran and Murray.
"I have never seen this person

calling himself Robert Wade."

Curran said yesterday. "Neither,

I understand, has John Murray.

This case is an °Vous frame-up

by Standard Oil and the Philadel-

phia police. Maguire, who is serv-

ing a sentence for assault on Ram-

sey, has never implicated anybody,

not even Wade.
"This whole thing has a funny

smell about it. It certainly is a

coincidence that it comes at the

time we are making most prog-

ress in organizing seamen on the

Standard Oil ships."

East Bay Meetings
Warehousemen's Union, ILWU

Crockett

Meeting—lst and 3rd Tuesday

of every month

 X

Warehousemen's Union, ILWU

Oakland

Meeting-1st and 3rd Thursday

of each month
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that he can rebuild his remaining
strength into good health, and let
him be a living symbol to all the
workers of America of that ideal-
ism and that great courage and
fortitude which he so truly typi-
fies."

Solons May Free
Laid-Up Fleet
that his bill, which would amend
the merchant marine act to allow
release of the laid-up ships as
requested by West Coast ship-
owners, might reach the floor of
congress within two weeks.

Said Hannon:
"Frankly, under the present

policy of the U. S. Maritime
Commission and the attitude of
private operators, the American
Public has no assurance that
chartering these laid-up vessels
to private interests will remedy
the needs of American com4
merce.

"We belietre that such a
move, without proper safe-
guards, will simply be a ̀ carte
blanche' to the shipowners to
sell their present tonnage, char-
ter the balance of their ships in
the off-shore trade and half-
heartedly carry on inter-coastal
commerce with a few Maritime
Cimmossion ships in which they
will have no interest except that
of exorbitant profit taking."
Among those who replied to

wires from the Federation this
week were Senator Sheridan Dow-
ney, Senator Josiah Dailey,
Chairman of the Committee on
Commerce, and Congressman
Warren G. Magnusson and Sena-
tor John H. Overton.

CIO Victory
Stuns
Employers

(Continued from Page 1)
their rights as well as our

rights. What is equally impor-

tant at this line, it revives con-

fidence in our democratic pro-

cesties. We had to fight this

thing all the way to the highest

court of the 'talon, but we won.

"This fight was not all a mat-

ter of court briefs and legal argu-

ments. Many staunch unionists

had to suffer imprisonment and

abuse in order to defend their

constitutional rights. Those men

underwent that ordeal for all of

us, and have proved that the

forces of democracy can win out

over powerful private interests

wherever there are men who will

stand up to them and battle the

issue through.
"We name the Associated

Farmers, that front organiza-

tion of banks and agricultural

corporations, as the defeated

party in this Supreme Court

test. It was the influence of

that organization which insti-

tuted the Shasta County anti-

picketing ordinance and similar

ordinances in other counties

which have now been upset.

"The lesson of the victory is

clear. The democratic processes

of American life exist and they

work, prOviding the people make

vigorous and determined use of

them. Labor's right to organize,

strike, picket or assemble for pro

test is not its special property. It

is the fundamental democratic

right of all Americans.
"The decision of the United

States Supreme Court will lend

new impetus to the organizing

drive which has been launched

by the CIO throughout, Cali-

fornia."

Boommen Elect Dick
Recording Secretary
PORTLAND — Vernon L. Dick

was elected recording secretary of
Boommen & Rafters' Local 11-81

to replace Robert Florence, who

resigned. Florence is leaving Port-

land.

IBU Wins 8-Month Strike
Tug Boat
Company
Signs
SAN FRANCISCO — The

Inlandboatmen's Union this
week won its eight months'
strike against Red Stack tugs.

After 42 i13L1 members and

some 20 licensed officers had

been on the bricks for more than

30 weeks, the Shipowners and

Merchants Towboat Company this

week came to terms, granting a

$5 per month wage increase and

increase in the overtime rate.
The settlement was made

through the efforts of Federal

Mediator William T. Geurts.
Meanwhile the IBU, the MM-

&P and MEBA moved to collect
dismissal pay for 175 men laid

off when traffic was diverted

from Southern Pacific Golden

Gate ferries. The company

went bankrupt, was thrown

Into receivership and refused

dismissal pay.
This week separate and joint

meetings had been held by three
unions as they prepared to go
to court. The matter has been

placed in the hands of an attor-
ney who already has won dis-
missal pay in one case involving
culinary workers.

CIO Drives
To Revise
Sea Law

(Continued from Page 1)

the mutiny statutes to include ev-
erything from blasphemy to dirty
looks.

"It now covers insubordination,
refusal to work, insolence, striking,
complaints about food, union meet-
ings—everything, in fact, except
docile acceptance of low wages,
long hours and barbaric working
conditions.

"It covers trade union actions in
a safe harbor. It no longer applies
only to actions on the high seas,
as mutiny traditionally does."
The statement cites the recent

lengthy report of the Maritime La-
bor Board in support of its propo-
sals. In this report, the board rec-
ommended that Congress inaugur-
ate a study of existing laws af-
fecting seamen to bring them into

line with present day conditions
of water transportation.

In addition to the so-called mut-
iny laws, the main changes recom-
mended in the study are:

Put tooth in the safety-at-sea
laws and increase the penalties
for violations by shipowners;

Bring the United States In-
spection division of the Bureau
of Marine Inspection and Navi-
gation under Civil Service;

Clarify the right of seamen to
strike in a safe port;

Revise the manning scales to
make them uniform and to make
them consistent with present day
requirements;

Eliminate the position of the
"Shipping Commissioner," char-
acterized in the report as wholly
useless;

Require the United States Ma-
ritime Commission to recognize
and obey the National Labor Re-
lations Act on its ships; and

scores of others.
Other authorities cited in sup-

port of these recommendations
are: Howard Cullman, of the New
York Port Authority and one time
vice chairman of the National
inittee on safety-at-sea; Paul Max-
well Zeis, of Princeton University,
author of "American Shipping Pol-

icy;" and former assistant secre-
tary of Commerce Ewing T. Mit-

chell, who was forced to resign in
1935 when he embarked on a cam-

paign to clean up the Bureau of

Marine Inspection and Navigation.

The Yanks Are

NOT Coming!

ILWU Secretary Meehan Urges:

'Use All Your Influence
To Save Wagner Act'
SEATTLE—"Every ounce of influence" must be exerted by all ILWU affiliates to

save the Wagner Act from being wrecked by the Norton amendments, ILWU Secretary-

Treasurer Matt Meehan warned this week.
The Norton Bill, H.R. 9195, "would make it possible for AFL bureaucrats to disrupt

every CIO industrial union simply by requesting that the NLRB hold an election," Meehan

explained.
"The CIO thinks that we may have a chance of stopping the Norton Bill when it

reaches the Senate, if we all put our shoulders to the wheel, and do everything we can,

wherever we can, to defeat the Bill. Therefore, the ILWU, at its Third Annual Convention,

held April 1-11, in North Bend, Oregon, upon receiving a letter from Bjorne Halling

regarding this matter, went on record to call upon all locals affiliated to the ILWU to

exert every ounce of influence they may have, to defeat H.R. 9195.
"Wire the senators and congressmen in your locality and call upon as many labor or-

ganizations and other groups you can to take similar action.
"We must defeat this Bill (H.R. 9195), for the protection of the principle of indus-

trial organization, the ILWU, and the CIO movement generally."

NA11117

West Coast
Report
On April 18 funeral services

were held for Brother Edgar P.
Mehaffey, No. 14411, Deck. All
hands in the hall turned out to
pay their last respects to a ship
mate and a union brother.
Mehaffey passed away, like

most seamen, far front home,
far from relatives and kinfolks.
But NOT far from friends.
Friends he had many for Me-
haffey was a regular guy —
just like you and me.

Mehaffey had ideas. Some of
them differed in some respects
to the next man's ideas. He was
honest in his convictions and
courageous in his actions. Me-
Matey was a shipmate—a ship-
mate in the tritest sense of the
word. That in itself is a lot for
one man, but he was also a
good union man—a union man
from the top of his head down
to the extreme end of his big
toes.
"Ashes to ashes and dust to

dust" was never meant for
one's principles, for a man's
unionism. Good unionism, like
good character, begets better
unionism. Mehaffey's body has
turned to ashes, but Mehaffey's
exatiiples of loyalty to the
working class, his integrity as
a union man, the principles for
which he stood, advocated and

fought for, will live on and on.

The crew of. the Steel Ranger
reported that in New Orleans the

SIU is getting pretty desperate.

They can't convince any bonafide
seamen to join that outfit any

more, so they try to do their "or-

ganizing" with a phoney "picket

line" and terror. With only six

SIU men aboard, they threw a

picket line around the ship to

force the remainder of the crew to

"join up or get off." •
When the longshoremen learn-

ed this was the only demand

they walked right throukh the

"line," followed by the six con-

fused SIU men, That left only

a bunch of hoodlums outside. Part

of the crew which previously held

a warm spot for the STU turned

completely against it. Especially

when they learned that goons

were aboard during the night and

worked over with chains one of

the crew members who was

spokesman against joining a union

through intimidation . . . There

are nine NMU men aboard this

ship now, and before she leaves

this coast there will be twice as
many lined up.
NMU men aboard the Steel

Maker report that the skipper got

orders to give the crew every-

thing they had coming; to treat

them with kid gloves and make

'em feel like they are "part of

this corporation." The NMU is

going strong on Isthmian ships,

this "treat 'em nice" may stem the

tide of unionism—the company

hopes (?). But the boys. are wise.

CHARLIE RUBIN,
West Coast Representative.

ILWU 1-10 Says:

Organize, Publicize!
By PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

ILWU 1-10

SAN FRANCISCO—Delegates to the ILWU Convention

in reporting to the membership were unanimously in favor

of the program recommended and adopted by the conven-

tion. The meat of the report was the vital necessity of the
organizational program laid down() 

at the convention which calls for

a 15-cent per capita increase to

carry on this work.

It was strongly stressed that in

the event the shipowners attempt

to take a crack at us this fall we
must have a secondary defense.

This defense can only be accom-
plished by bringing all workers

into the ILWU that come under
our jurisdiction. If this is not

done it may mean the difference
of whether we have a union or a

contract this fall.

The employers are laboring un-

der the impression that the milit-

ancy and solidarity of the ILWU
is slipping and that the time will

be ripe for them to move ix this

fall. They have a wide-range
program which will not only in-

volve the ILWU but all maritime
workers. It is time we began to
realize what we are really con-

fronted with and prepare our-

selves for the attack. If we do
not rally our forces, organize the

ILWU 1-6
The strike at Best Foods con-

tinued . . . demands of the union
would make only a $1.50 an hour
difference to the company. The
quick strike at California Box
company last week brought
wages up from the $10 to
$20 a week range of 75
cents an hour minimum, five-
day 40-hour week. First contract
with Hershey Chocolate was sign-
ed last week, 40-hour week, 75
cents minimum, two weeks paid
vacation. American Import also
signed, 10 cents increase for all
classifications. Al s o negotiated
was a contract with Pacific Metals
—closed shop, minimum from 75
cents to $1.00. Similar contracts

being signed with lithograph firms
Schwabacher Frey and Crocker
Union, as well as in tobacco with
Glazer Brothers, Mirsky and Son,

Golden Gate (after a strike vote)
and Nasser Bros.

The sheer volume of adjust-
ment board cases on question of
learners, apprentices and alleg-
ed "key men" shows the Asso-

ciation is at present making a
concerted drive to chisel on pre-
vailing wage scales.
Business Agent Frank Chamb-

ers in Oakland is leaving, having

been appointed to the Wage-Hour

Commission, and Dispatcher Joe

Chambers has replaced him. Rec-

ording Secretary Tom Hook takes

Joe's place, with George Davis re-

placing Hook.
The union is sending a man and

a woman to the Pacific Coast

School for Workers at Berkeley

June 20 to July 27.

Schmidt to Pettier:

'Drop Up and See Nation's Most Democratic Union'
SAN FRANCISCO — Column-

ist Westbrook Pegler was invited

to take time off from blasting

away at labor unions to drop in

and get acquainted with the mem-

bership of a union "that is more

democratic than the government

of the United States" in a letter

written to him this week by

JLWU 1-10 President Henry

Schmidt.
Said Schmidt:
"Dear Sir and Brother:
"I am assuming that you will

not object to my addressing you

in the above manner, because I

understand that you are a mem-
ber of the Guild.
"In your column you have been

saying a lot of nasty things about

labor unions, and you have spe-

cifically said a lot of unkind

things about certain officers of

certain unions. I have in mind

your remarks about the Scalises

and Bioffs, and I am frank in say-

ing that if the things that you

write about them are true, then

du not hesitate in congratulat-

ing you in exposing them.

"However, I am very much

afraid that most of your readers

will conclude that the entire labor

movement is nothing but a racket

organized primarily as a dues-

collecting agency and that the

dues are being used to enrich the

officials of the unions. No doubt

this is true in some cases, but

obviously it cannot be true in all

cases, and I believe it is high

time that you should say some

kind and constructive things

about trade unions.
"I know that some months

ago you were in San Francisco,

and I am certainly sorry that

we failed to contact you, so that

we would have had an oppor-

tuntly to make you acquainted

with our union setup. May I

suggest that if you come to San

Francisco again you drop

around and see us and get ac-

quainted with this union,

which, in our opinion, has done

much to benefit the membership

that makes up the union.

"You have made considerable

comment on the amounts. of sal-

aries that some of the big shots

in the labor movement receive,

and I read with interest your ar-

ticle in the San Francisco News

yesterday, in which you point to

the fact that Scalise has acquired

a very expensive home in one of

the eastern states.
"By comparison, permit me to

acquaint you with our regulations

inasfar as it concerns salaries of

union officials. This union, the

San Francisco longshoremen, has

a membership of nearly 4000. We

load and discharge the vessels

plying in and out of this port. We

have a contract with the employ-

ers which provides for a wage

scale of 95 centS an hour and $1.40

for overtime, and a six-hour day,

which means that work between

the hours of 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. is

paid for at the straight time rate

and work performed between the

hours of 3 p.m. and 8 a.m. is paid

for at the overtime rate.

"The available work is distribut-

ed as evenly as possible among

the membership, making it pos-

sible for every longshoreman who

makes himself available for work

to earn about the same amount of

money as his fellow member,

which should average some where

between $40 and $50 a week. The

officers of this union, that is, the

president, vice president, treasur-

er, .recording secretary, the two

business agents, all receive the

salary of $45 per weep, as does

the janitor, who, incidentally,

does not work as many hours as

do the officials. I might add that

membership meetings are held

once each week, with as many as

2000 in attendance. A Bound sys-

tem is always used with a micro-

phon available for the chairman

and the secretary, and six oher

microphones are placed on the

floor and the balcony of the meet-

lug hall for the Use of any mem-

ber who may desire to discuss the

proposition before the house.

"Membership rule is supreme.

In other words, all major issues

are settled by the membership.

All recommendations, either by

committees or officers are re-

ferred to the membership for

final disposition. In fact, our

procedure is so democratic that

we boast that the government

of this union is more demo-

cratic than the government of

the United States of America.

Before closing, I might add

that Harry Bridges (1 am sure

you have heard of him), who in

the international president of this

union, receives a salary of $75 a

week. I thought I would make

you acquainted with these facts

before you decided to take a blast

at us.
"Drop in and see us sometime

when you are on the West

Coast.
Fraternally yours,

HENRY SCHMIDT."

unorganized and get the public

behind us, we may find ourselves

behind the "eight-ball" this fall,

with the employers trying to

force unsavory conditions down

our throats. That is the picture

as it stands today, and the sooner

we realize this, the better off We
will be.

We'll Tell the World

The activities in which we must

engage during the coming months;

will be similar to the various ac-

tivities that we carry our during

a strike, except that we are go-

ing to remain on the job. With all

hands working there will be no

need of soup kitchens. We will

set up efficient publicity bureaus,

have speakers to address the pub-

lic mass meetings in order to ac-

quaint the public with the true

facts concerning the longshore-

men and the issues confronting

them. We must combat adverse

shipowner anti-labor propaganda

at all costs. We must acquaint

the public with the fact that the

shipowners are selling their ships

at eight or ten times their value

to foreign nations, creating a

shortage of bottoms while cargo

and lumber lies piled on docks

awaiting to be shipped. What the

shipowners are doing is selling

our jobs out from under us while

their pockets are bulging with ex-

orbitant profits.

The public at large must be

informed of the fact that the

Marithne Coin mission is throw-

ing our money away right and

left. Recently the American

President Lines bid $12,343 per

month each for the six Mari.

time Commission ships plying
from Northwest ports to the

Orient. To the American Mail

Line they awarded the entire

six ships for $17,871 per month.

The public will probably know

why when they learn that Dick

Reynolds, very influential III

Washington, D. C., and head of

the Reynolds Tobacco Comfl.

pany, controls the American

President Lines. By this bare-

faced deal the United States

Government was knocked out

of $662,251.29 per year. Rey-

nolds' outfit got these six ships

for one-fifth of the price bid

by the American President

Lines.
Facts like these and numeroua

others must be publicized and

publicized widely because that

money conies out of all our

pockets.
Organized Labor Threatened

We must remain alert insofar

as the political situation is eon"

corned and guard against the

amending of labor legislation

such as the Wagner Act and the

Wages and Hours Dill, both Of

which are threatened by appro-

priation cuts. If this is done it

will render them useless, even

though the laws remain on the

books. We must continue agita-

tion against the entry of the U. S.

into the war, because in the event

war comes here, our unions will

probably be eliminated.
When a country goes to war

there is a declaration of na-

tional* emergency, xnartial

state of seige . .. and civil

rights are wiped out over night.

Regimentation takes place and

it will be strictly adhered to

under the AI plan, which • IS

pigeonholed in Washington, but

ready to be dragged out upon

the proclamation of war. We

must get active in the political

field. That is where our fight

is going to be centered. In order

to insure labor's security, all

workers should join Labor's

Non-Partisan Leagu e. See

Frank Hendricks or Ed Reite

and get signed up now.

Beer—Mixed Drinks—Wines

33 S. San Joaquin St.
Phone 20308 Stockton, Calif.

Don't Forget Your

"Voice" Contributions"

We Need Them.
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Marine Cooks and Stewards

MC&S Honor Roll

ill
SAN FRANCISCO-The fol-

lowing brothers have sub-

.
scribed to the voluntary $5.00
Strike Fund:

H. L. Furman, 18   5.00
0 J. Kline, 362  

J. Mossman, '2630 - ...
H. Apett, 928 ............ ------   5.00

._ . 5.00
5.90

O
J. G. Diroe, 1094   5.00
A. E. Hughes, 1897  5.00
F. C. Haines, 1397   5.00
A. Rodrigues, 1248   5.00

O
P. H. Henry, 1936 ---.------ 5.00

C. I. Phillips, 1073 ___ .... _.. ...... _ 5.00
W. L. Miller, 2509   5.00

II. Mohler, 1782 5.00 
R. V. Nice, 478   5.00
W. C. Baxter, 137   5.00
E. J. Krancke, 924 _...._....-..-  5.00
W. E. Snyder, 2439   5.00
W. W. Lewis, 908   5.00
IL Pintos, 309   5.00
H. J. English, 502 ............ -...-  5.00

0 M. Bluestone, 1767

J. A. Kaleshat. 930 -...--..... 5.00
F. W. &amain, 305................. $5.110
J. H. Herbert. 1388   

5.00
5.00

G. Bessn, 2306    5.00
C. P. 11 yla titi, 1913-....-.........-  5.00
A.. P. Schmidt, 29911  6.00
J. D. Patterson, IBS ......-........- 6.1111

-- K. Velez, 76   6.00
A. H. lifInterlin, 940 _._.__.... 6.110

n,W. B. Yue 327 ...... .......-.-........ .500
H. Fong, 801  5.110
P. Meek, 732 ---.__ 5.00
H. LaPieur, 1271_-....----.. 5.09
G. Eskner, 476 ...___.-_-._ 6.00

J. M. Campbell, 1682.._-.--_-.-- 55..113
J. R. Agnew, 707 

J. E. Gilchrist, 911________-.__ 6.00
G. Thomson, 778 - ........... ..--.... $5.00
A. Haloall, 1375  
C. H. Crlmmons, 1910  
G. A. Hofmcister, 1766
S. Zeidman, 91
E. Halter, 1406
P. Oreb, 494  
K. Nieter, 292
J. Collins, 1705  
IL, E. Saks, 2680  
C. F. Olson, 470  
C. Klingenberg. 630 ....- ........ 
B. Brehn, 2260  
D. MeGillivery, 320 --------
P. Rubin, 955   . ---.-
R. Beasley, 1723  ------
51. H. Schutt°, 1997 _.-..- ..... -
G. J. Jackson. 721   -
P. Van Schalkwy 03 -...-
W. K. Chang, 1947...... -...--.-
F. E. Downey. '794 -...- --

•

•

5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

  5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

NMI)
J. C. Moore, 10525  5.00
D. A. Holden, 18023 --_-- 5.011
J. Brown, 6706   5.00
Cr. W. McKough, .15882 5.00
A. Palmer, 18343   5.00
Ernest Skok, 4013  _..-.- 5.00
Frances Bryant. NMU ....-__. 5.00
W. E. Cordon, 6822 NMU   6.00
A. Moss, 6822, N.M:U.   5.00

If you have paid and your
name does not appear in this
issue, it will be added next
week.

ituation Calls
For Strong
frike Fund
SAN FRANCISCO-At the pres-

ent time we may have to give the
hipowners a 60-day notice of
termination of agreement. This
hould be sufficient explanation
-by the members should sub-
scribe to the strike fund.

There have been over 750
members already subscribed to

his fund voluntarily. It isn't ex-
- I ected that brothers who are un-
employed pay this assessment, but
very brother who is employed

should pay it as soon as possible.
n view of present developments
strong strike fund is our best

guarantee of improving our pres-
- t agreements.

'resident Polk
as 4000 Hours

Overtime
SAN FRANCISCO - The crew

of the President Polk report that
ey received the "Voice" at dif-

erent stops on their trip around
he world. Also that they re-

•.eived the "Voice" radio news
anti "Pilot" radio news all the
ay around the world. The crew

took up a collection for the
"Voice" in New' York and for-
arded it here.
The President Polk came in
ith 4000 hours' overtime, which
s a record for round-the-world
rip. The ship cmae in, in Al con-
tion, with very few minor beefs

that have been straightened out.

"Be Alert to All
-War Moves,
..,00ks Warn
SAN FRANCISCO - Be alert
every move, no matter how

small, which tends to draw us
• to war.
Judge public oficials, not by

their statements against war but
how hard they fight to solve

problems of American democracy
. home, particularly unemploy-

r tent.
Do all in our power to spread
e message that the Yanks Are
OT Coming.
That's the gist of a resolution

- .assed b. MCS headquarters at
the April 18 meeting.

• The resolution declared:
"It becomes increasingly clear

.at the war in Europe is not a
ar for the advancement of dem-

ocracy in any part of the world,
t a war whose sole purpose is

• e further enrichment of the few
• o would gain new and profit-

' e economic positions.
"The war aims of the allies
nd exposed as mercenar 

"trough such anti-democratiC ac-
''no as (1) England's refusal to
'ant the demanded independ-

ence of the Irish and Indian peo-
,- and her denial to the Jews

Palestine of the right to pur-
. :se land; and (2) .France's in-

sive drive against the civil lib-
erties of the French people.

'The war aims of the German
overnment have also been ex-

P.:ed by a long series of imper-
-. .st conquests.
"Seventy-seven per cent of the
,erlean people have expressed

leir deep desire to stay out of
h a war."

Shipowners Attack
MCS Hiring Hall
SAN FRANCISCO-Here's

how the shipowners are at-
tacking the union hiring hall
with their demands.
In their final proposal the

shipowners have combined
sections 4 and 20 into one sec-
tion 4, and by so doing have
changed the wording and in-
tent of the original section 4
and 20.
In the present agreement

this section states that there
are certain men of special train-
ing and qualifications required at
certain times. If the union is un-
able to supply these men the
company has the right to get
such men from other sources, pro-
vided that such men are not un-
satisfactory to the union. It states
further that the company is
obliged to employ a union mem-
ber for the job at the completion
of any voyage, provided a satis-
factory union member is then
available. During the negotiations
the union' agreed to drop certain
ratings from the list, that we do
not ever intend to supply, such as
doctors,, musicians, fire preven-
tion experts, tailors and sound and
motion picture technicians, etc.,
but we insisted that the wording
of these sections remain the same.
Our reasons for insisting that

these sections remain the same
are, that the shipowners demand-
ed an arbitration of these sections
in 1937. At that time Arbitrator
Calkins ruled in the union's favor.
The re-wording of this section by
the shipowners would cancel the
arbitration that was handed down
in our favor.

Section 4 of the shipowners'
final proposal amounts to this:
It would give the operators the
right to go to outside sources
for men to fill the jobs listed.
(And you will note that this in-
cludes all the top jobs in the
stewards' department, by the
inclusion of the wording bond-
ed employes.) They would be
able to employ these men re-
gardless of whether they were
satisfactory to the union or not.
It states further that these men
must apply to the union for
membership during or at the
termination of the voyage.

Regardless of whether this
Itia.11 was a scab or not, all he
would have to do is come up' to
the hall and apply for member-
ship. We would turn him
down, but he could return to
the ship, because he had follow-
ed out the agreement by apply-
ing for membership.
This section in the shipowners'

proposal is definitely out as far as
the union is concerned. If the
shipowners were able to jam this
down our throat they would be on
the way to breaking the union,
and we have a slight hunch that
the boys' would just like to do
that very thing. There are other
sections that are no acceptable
to the union, and they will be
commented on in the next issue
of the "Voice."

Special Meeting
On SS Lurline
SAN FRANCISCO - A special

meeting was held on the SS Lur-
line Wednesday morning in San
Francisco. Brother O'Donnell
and Brother Cayton addressed the
meeting and explained what has
taken place to date on the agree-
ments, and what steps may have
to be taken in the future. There
was a question and answer per-
iod, in which the members had an
opportunity to put questions to
both Brother O'Donnell and Cay-
ton. The talks were well received
by the Stewards' Department
crew.

In Seattle
Hospital
L. Tierney, No. 789; R .R. Mc-

Pherren, 2140; H. M. Shannon,
2482; R. Harvath, 1770; B. Wil-
keson, 1216; T. Mitchell, 1168;
D. C. Bither, 1575; G. Wirsing,
865; C. L. Boyce, 2121; S. Rice,
918; D. Saunders, 2400; J. Ham-
ilton, 1717.

In .111emory

M. Turato, No. 186; passed
away at San Rafael. Brother
Turato joined the union May
29, 1908, at Seattle.
F. Rosenfield, No. 637;

passed away at Hong Kong.
Brother Rosenfield Joined the
union January 9, 1927, at San
Francisco.
E. Sinclair, No. 1996; pass-

ed away in San Francisco.
Brother Sinclair joined the
union April 5, 1935.

CROCKETT

M. S. gObE'S

U AND I
Buffet and Itestaurp-i

733-735 Loring Ave. Crockett

Read It Again

New York
October 19. 1939

GENERAL SHIPS ORDER NUMBER SEVENTEEN

SUBJECT*
NEUTRALITY ABOARD SHIPS OF THIS COMPANY

NOTE: THYS ORDER IS TO BE PUBLISHED IN CREWS QUARTERS, ON
OFFICERS' BULLETIN BOARDS, ETC.

Vessels of this Company will maintain etrict neutrality. While individuals
ars entitled to their own opinion end are free to exercise it, under general
eireumstances, this privilege does not extend to them so long as they are
aboard vessels of this Company during the present emergenoy. Argumentative
discussions of existin,. political and national problems are hereby strictly
prohibited on board the vessel. No discrimination or illwill between employees
because of national or other backgrcund will be tolerated in the daily life
aboard ehip.

Citizenship is a condition of employment and those enjoying the privileges
of American citizenship and have the good fortune to be employed during these
times of economic difficulty end unrest will not be permitted to endanger the
present fortunate conditions existing in America, by bringing into the daily
life aboard any of our shire any oontaote or discussions of any polioital
nature whatsoever, or having to do with nationalities or forma of government,
or taking partisan sides in what is happening or ,that may happen in Europe
during the present war.

Any violation of this order will result in dismissal for the good of the
eervioe.

4:11131Te2e
ROBERT C. LEE

Executive Vice President

Here's the "M-Day" notice posted on Maritime Commission-
owned ships of the Moore-Mac line on the East Coast. Read it and
Judge for yourself what the Roosevelt Administration is doing.

A Platform
For the
People

By HUGH BRYSON
LNPL

The main plank that the
Patterson delegation has in-
cluded in the many very fine
ones of its platform is the
first and foremost one -
"PEACE NOT WAR!" And
since no other party or slate has
even considered such an impor-
tant plank for their platforms,
other than merely saying that
they are opposed to war, it seems
very fitting and necessary to
stress this major point, and to
mention how the Patterson ,slate
has pledged themselves to work,
and for what ends, in order that
the people of these United States
will not have to take a trip across
the Atlantic or Pacific to be
slaughtered on some one else's
battlefield for someone else's
profits.

The delegates said the follow-
ing when they were in Fresno two
weeks ago:

"We Americans learned our
lesson in the last world war! We
want NO part in imperialist quar-
rel g of foreign nations! WE
WANT PEACE! We must never
again send our youth to die on
foreign battlefields!
"We are definitely opposed to

and cannot support the following
actions of President Roosevelt
and the Roosevelt administration,
which are placing our nation on
the very brink of hostilities
abroad and are depriving our peo-
ple of their liberties at home:

"1. The repeal of the arms
embargo.

"2. The sale of planes, muni-
tions and material to nations at
war.

"3. The extension of loans
and credits to nations at war.
"4. The sending of secretly

Instructed emissaries to na-
tions at war.
"5. The extra-legal use of

the FBI is a political and labor
spy agency.
"We will oppose the nomina-

tion of Roosevelt or any other
candidate dedicated to the war
policies herein complained of."
At the county convention, held

last Sunday in San Francisco,
was brought out, that in a major
crisis of American history, such
as this, in which the national ad-
ministration has abdicated its
role of New Deal leadership
under pressure from organized
wealth and reaction, the liberal
democratic forces of California
have again lifted the banner .of
progressive democracy and adopt-
ed a program that any honest per-
son, whether he be in a trade
union or not, can go out and fight
for energetically.

In an hour of turmoil and con-
fusion these people who met on
April 13 and 14 at the Fresno
conference, dared to speak the
aspiration and yearnings of the
common people. These people,
over 400 delegates from liberal
organizations, labor unions, and
democratic clubs, actually sat
down and wrote a platform, cov-
ering the followinb points which
are vital to the interests of ever'
working person, every unemploy-
ed person, every youth, and every
senior citizen in this state and
throughout the nation. Briefly
these planks include the follow-

1. Peace, NO'a war.
2. Work, not dole.
3. Pensions, not penury.
.(Continued on Page 7)

Ballot
Proposal
Analyzed
SAN FRANCISCO-In re-

sponse to a request from the

union, labor attorneys this

week advised the cooks and

stewards against adopting a
proposed amendment to the con-
stitution reading: "When three or
more nominees seek a certain of-
fice, a preferential ballot shall be
used."
The attorneys, Richard Glad-

stein, Aubrey Grossman and Ben
Margolis, said that if the amend-
ment were adopted as it reads "it
will be a source of serious trou-
ble because of the failure to de-
fine what is meant by the term
preferential ballot, There are 8
or 10 kinds of preferential bal-
lots, they explained.
They said:
"It therefore follows that, \If

the amendment is adopted as it
now' stands, the officials of the
union will face the problem of
choosing one of the various types
of preferential ballots in order to
carry the amendment into effect.
Since it is not clear from the
constitution of the union as it
now reads that the officials
would have such power, it might
well be necessary to conduct a
coast-wise referendum, or to
propose a further constitutional
amendment for the purpose of
settling the uncertainty created
by the adoption of an amendment
that' uses such general language
as 'preferential ballot.' If • the
union officials, in order to avoid
the expense, delay and work en-
tailed by again amending the
constitution, or conducting a
coast-wise referendum, arbitrarily
select one of the known types of
preferential ballot over all the
others, and put it into effect,'dis-
satisfaction and criticism may be
felt by the membership, and a
losing office seeker might even go
to the courts with the claim that.
the entire election was invalid be-
cause the officers had chosen an
improper type of preferential
ballot.
"For these reasons we feel im-

pelled to advise you against the
adoption of the constitutional
amendment as drawn. In addi-
tion, we consider it necessary to
call to your attention certain gen-
eral observations on the subject
of preferential balloting. This
type of balloting has a single pur-
pose: to insure representation to
a minority in elections where a
group or board of officers, each
of equal status is to be elected.
In such cases, the use of prefer-
ential balloting enables a minor-
ity to obtain representation.
"In concluding, we wish it to

be understood that our general
observations on preferential bal-
loting are offered for general
guidance, but our reasons for
disapproving the particular con-
stitutional amendment are based,
as stated, on its inherent uncer-
tainties and the serious problems
that would result from the adop-
tion of the amendment as it now
reads."

Sincerely and fraternally yours,
GILA DSTEIN, GROSSMAN
and MARGOLIS.

(Signed) Aubrey Grossman.

IN .1•••••• •

Pat Murphy, Proprietor.

MURPHY'S
42B CLAY ST.

'Meet at Murphy's, Formerly at
21 CLAY STREET

192 U. S. Ships
Sold Since War!

(Continued from Page 1)

A Maritime Commission com-
pilation showed that as of Feb.
1 the British Empire had 2531
ships with a gross tonnage of 16,-
324,634. The United States, the
world's secohd ranking maritime
nation, had 1291 freighters and
tankers with an aggregrate gross
income of 7,865,421.
Commission experts estimated

that on Feb. 1 the nations of the
world had 9149 freight and tank-
er vessels with a total gross ton-
nage of 51,877,690 
Aside from the British Empire

and the United States, here are
the principal maritime nations o
the world and their holdings:

Number Gross
Vessels Tonnage

Japan   876 4,582,143
Norway   696 3,944,326
Germany   580 3,344,654
Italy   506 2,918,079
France   412 2,376,472
Netherlands •.•-   403 2,420,821
Greece   329 1,475,605
Russia   244 926,182
Sweden   183 892,846
Spain   161 650,632
Denmark   155 684,167
Panama   122 778,550
Belgium   122 778,550
All others   606 2,371,138

MFP Unions
Back
Cooks

(Continued from Page 1)

G. Hoxey and H. Melnikow
(MEBA) and Scotty Sneddon,
Jack O'Donnell and Revels Cay-
ton (MCS).

Brother Quinn, the San Pedro
agent of the Firemen, presided
over the meeting, which likewise
discussed the matter of united ac-
tion to get more adequate war
bonuses and wage increases.
The meeting was called after

Burke of the Marine Cooks had
reported that the shipowners had
made what was termed their
"final offer." This offer was
turned down flat by the head-
quarters meeting.
Would Take 1986 Gains
Burke pointed out that the MCS

will have to give the 60 day notice
of termination of the agreement if
the shipowners don't talk turkey.

in this "offer" the shipowners
sought to undermine the Marine
Cooks' hiring hall by excluding
many classes of employes from its
provisions.

If accepted, Brother Burke
pointed out, they would have
taken from the Cooks the basic
gains won in 1936, such as hir-
ing of stewards on freighters and
jurisdiction over key men on pas-
senger ships. The employers tried
to take away the union jurisdic-
tion over bonded employes on
passenger ships, chief stewards,
nurses, laundry foremen and gym
instructors.

Both Burke and O'Donnell
pointed out that the Marine
Cooks were reluctant to take any
drastic action, such as breaking
off the provisional working agree-
ment, without consulting the
and MEBA, are likewise working
on extensions of the old contracts,
which expired last fall. Sixty days'
notice is required to terminate
them.

But as O'Donnell pointed out,
if the employers are able to
move in on the Cooks' hiring
hall it won't be long before
they try the same tactics on
the other unions. Their pro-
posats, he declared, mean the
virtual destruction of the union
hiring hall.

Schmidt pledged the backing
of the longshoremen. Firemen,
radio officers and engineers like-
wise supported it.
War Bonus Discussed
In view of the tremendous

jump shipowners' profits have
taken since the outbreak of war
there was a great deal of inter-
est shown by all unions on the
question of demanding and get-
ting substantial wage increases.
Brother Malone reported that the
MFOW is asking a 20 per cent
wage increase, but so far the
employers haven't answered. Any
proposal received from them will
be submitted to the membership.

After a general discussion of
the war bonus question it was
agreed that the present bonAI
agreed that present bonuses
are too low and that some un-
tried action should be taken to
standardize these bonuses. The
same unions will meet again
soon on this question.

ACA Pact
(Continued from Page 1)

cargo ship type agreements re-
cently signed."
The contract would cover opera-

tions of the Admiral Oriental,
American - Hawaiian, American
Mail, American President, Matson,
Oceanic, McCormick, W. R. Grace,

# Arrow, Sudden and Christensen,
States, Alaska Steamship, Alaska
Transportation, Northland Trans-
portation, Santa Ana Steamship,
Weyerhauser, Pacific Atlantic,
Gulf, Shepard and Pacific Lighter-
Gulf, Shepard, andPacific Lighter-
age.

ited
Eishermen

Coastwise Meet
Sets
Albacore Price
SAN FRANCISCO-At a coast-

wise conference on albacore nego-
tiations and price for the coming
season on April 15, with United
Fishermen's Union delegates from
southern California, Seattle and
this area were in attendance, the
conference went on record for a
coastwise minimum price of $165
per ton at the water's edge for al-
bacore for the coming season.
A coastwise committee was set

up for negotiations, with George
Lane of the Fishermen's Interna-
tional as the coastwise chairman;
Harold Grotie of the Deep Sea
Fishermen's Union of Seattle, as
northern district chairman; and
George Ivankovich, secretary of
the Calif. District UFUP as sou-
thern district chariman. Local con-
ferences are to be held in the north
and south of the organizations in-
terseted in albacore fishing, and
the negotiations in the two dis-
tricts will be coordinated by the
coastwise chariman.
Albacore fishing will start first

in southern California about the
middle of June, in the San Fran-
cisco area around August 1st, and
in Washington and Oregon about
the same time. A number of com-
panies have already inquired about
albacore agreements for the com-
ing season.
We are informed that two can-

neries are ready to receive alba-
core and have facilities to can all
the fishermen can catch. The catch
for the last two years was all ship-
ped to southern California to be
canned as there were no facilities
to handle this fish in the 'north.
-

Jurich in California
Brother J. F. Jurich, president

of the International Fishermen
and Allied Workers of America,
is spending a couple of weeks in
California and expects to visit all
the ports and the organizations
affiliated to the International.
Brother Jurich has been accom-
panied on these visits by Dave
Thomas, acting business agent of
the California District UFUP.

S. F. Crab Fishermen
Join UFU
--
At a recent membership meet-

ing of the Crab Fishermen's Pro-
tective Association, held on April
5, the members voted unanimous-
ly to become members of the Uni-
ted Fishermen's Union of the Pa-
cific. A number of these fisher-
men are already members of the
UFUP. This move on the part of
the local crab fishermen is expec-
ted to overcome a lot of grief
they have been having in regards
to the price for crabs. A program
is now being worked out by the
Crab Fishermen's Association and
the union as to future policy.

New Way fo Run
A Garage!

J. 0. (Smitty) Smith pdssed
through Frisco on the San Diego
the other day. Smitty is well
known in Pedro as co-partner of
the rank and file garage right be-
hind the Firemen's hall. Seems
the garage wasn't making any too
much dough, so Smitty shipped
out to earn a little money while
his partner stayed behind to keep
the cars coming in.

This old wooden steam schoon-
er has a drinking faucet with only
one cup for the whole crew. The
patrolman is taking this matter
up with the Health Department
to get some action. Also on this
scow are J. Madina, black gang
delegate and Brother J. F. Coelko.

Geyer Protests
Ship Sales
WASHINGTON. - A "raid on

the public treasury" is what Con-
gressman Lee Geyer calls the ac-
tion of West Coast operators in
selling ships to foreign interests
despite the shortage of tonnage to
move cargo.
Writing to Admiral Emory S.

Land, chairman of the Maritime
Commission, to protest, Geyer said
that the action was "no doubt
caused by the desire of the West
Coast operators to get their share
of the war profits, but it seems to
me that this practice should not
be allowed unless these vessels are
replaced with new tonnage."

A. & M.
CAVERN & ROOMS

421-19 Drumm St.
Betw, Jackson 6 Pacific, adj. Emb.

SUtter 9811
Choice Wine and Beers.
Best of Home Cooking.
Seamen's Hangout.

While in San Francisco Make '
Our Hotel Your Home.

Frenchy Chuck MoeAsst. Mgr. Mgr. Prop.
MC641 1375

Portland Section

Ship Sales Take
Hundreds Of
Jobs from IWA
PORTLAND.-The ship shortage created by ship-

owners selling West Coast steam schooners to get on
the gravy train of war profits is throwing hundreds of
IWA members out of work.
So reported John H. Sulli-

van, business agent of IWA Sullivan informed the
Local 3. ILWU convention of the sit-
"A number of our sawmills uation. The convention went

are down to two and three on record "condemning that
days per week due to the fact action on the part of the em-
that the operators cannot get ployers which has depleted
boats to 'haul the lumber," the supply of ships at the ex.

"This situation is quite 
pense of labor and the pub-
lic."

serious and throwing hun- The resolution charged
dreds of our members out "the shipowners have de
of work. The orders in the Uberately contrived to ere-
Portland sawmills are good ate a shortage of ships by
and the mills could be run- selling to foreign interests
ning *full time if the boats while in many cases at the
were obtained to haul the same time being a party to
cargoes." the purchase."

Portland Longshoremen
Run For Public Office
PORTLAND-Two Portland longshoremen, James (Jim-

my) Fantz and A. Hughes (Hughie) Adams, are running for
office in coming elections.
Fantz is the CIO candidate for the Portland school board.

Nominating petitions with 2395
names were filed last week with
the city clerk in a two weeks'
drive conducted by Mark Haller
of the IBU, chairman of the
political welfare committee of the
Portland Industrial Union Coun-
cil.
• "We can feel pretty proud of

the fact that we got that many
names in so short a time," said
Haller. "It has demonstrated that
the CIO political program has
the support of the people."

Pants will announce his plat-
form next week, and a campaign
committee will be formed to push
his candidacy, which is sponsor-
ed by the Industrial Council.
The election is May 17, which

allows only four weeks from to-

day for the campaign.
Fantz, past president of his

local and former secretary of the
council, is a native of Portland,
and attended both Williametto
University in Salem and the Uni-
versity of Oregon, graduating
from the latter. He is a veteran of
the 1934 maritime strike.
Adams, recently elected to the

Executive Board of the Oregon
State Industrial Union Council, ii
a candidate for representative
from Multnomah County in the
Legislature. He is a charter mem-
ber of ILWU 1-8 and has been a
union member since joining the
miners' union at 16.
Longshoremen will give him

their full support.

IWA Opens Negotiations
For Fir Belt
TACOMA - The International

Woodworkers of America opened
negotiations last week for a mas-
ter contract covering the Douglas
fir belt of the entire Pacific
Northwest.
The union is seeking pay in-

creases, exclusive bargaining
rights, employment of all men
through the union hiring hall and
readjustments in overtime pay

scales.
Other terms of the proposed

agreement include: Time and a,
half for overtime, double pay for
holidays, stiree 0„bservance of sen-
iority rights, a basic pay rate of
not less than 75 cents an hour for
straight time and $1.121/4 for
overtime.
The wage clause' stipulates a

daily rate of $9 for fellers and
$8.75 for buckers.

Sailors Taking
Strike Vote
The Sailors Union of the Pa-

cific is now taking a coastwise
strike vote in an attempt to get
substantial wage increases on
offshore vessels. Results of the
vote will be announced some time
in May.

Meanwhile the SUP turned
down an offer of a $7.50 raise in
pay. The offer was presented to
the membership at stop-work
meetings, up and down the coast
and brought an almost unani-
mous rejection.
The union is holding out for

a flat $10 a month increase in
offshore pay for all classifica-
tions and a 10 cent increase in
hourly overtime scales.

Portland
Meetings

Int'l Longshoremen's &
Warehousemen's Union,

Local No. 1-8
PORTLAND, OREGON
Membership Meeting

Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday
7:00 P.M.

HARMONY HALL
7th and Alder

BUD GALLAGHER, President
MORRIS FISHER, Sec.-Treas.
COLE JACKMAN, Bus. Agent

Marine Firemen, Oilers, Water-
tenders & Wipers' Assn.

A. H. Ward, Agent-Thurs-
day at 7 p.m., 111 W. Burnside
St., Tel. Beacon 4336, Portland,
Ore.

St. Helens, Ore.

COMPTON'S CAFE

The Yanks Are
NOT Coming!

Silver Dollar Bar
18-20 Rue Chu Pao San

(Blood Alley)

SHANGHAI, CHINA

Service as you like it!
Steamship Style!

LONG BEACH

B's CAFE
BEER-WINE

1183 West Broadway
Long Beach, Calif.

Phone 605-18

PORTLAND, ORE.

1
 Where the Longshoremen leistl

Breakfast, Lunches, Dinners
Fountain Service

2706 N. Mississippi Ave. I
at Knott

Marine Cooks 85 Stewards
Association of the Pacific

Phone BR. 2481
210 Governor Bldg.

Eddie Lane, Agent

Shell Gasoline, Shell Lubrication

SHELL "SERVICE" STATION
BR. 1949 8th and W. Burnside
BR. 0947 14th & N. W. Couch
Sam Iliunmel Ben Wayne

100% Union
A FRIEND TO ILWU

Attorneys-Sailors' Union of
the Pacific, Portland

GREEN & BOESEN
1003 CORBETT BLDG.

5th and Morrison

MEET AT THE •

VALHALLA CAFE
Beer--Cards-Restaurant

7 N. W. 3rd Ave., Portland
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The American Legion
And Bridges
THIS week the American Legion, in its state convention, again went

on record demanding that Harry Bridges be denied his citizenship.

The continued attack by the American Legion on maritime labor's best

known leader, after Dean Landis destroyed and repudiated the slan-

derous attacks and attempted frame-up teaches us these officials just

don't like militant organized labor unions.
During this trial the American Legion officials, for all their pub-

licity, could not produce one solid fact or reasonable argument except

their constant anti-labor stand. This program proves beyond a shadow

of a doubt that the officials of the Legion do not only want to get rid

of Harry Bridges and his type of union leadership but simply that any-

one conducting a struggle for the benefit of is members is a menace

to the Legion's ideals of Americanism.
In their opinion, no union is the best union of all.
Maritime labor stands 100 per cent behind Harry Bridges in hit;

fight for citizenship.
They know that his record in the labor movement entitles him to

every benefit and privilege of citizenship. He is the caliber of man nec-

essary for the further development and future progress of all American

citizens.
Attempts of the shipowners to destroy the union hiring hall of the

MC&S clearly shows that the waterfront employers have not yet given

up the idea of taking away this fundamental condition of the maritime

workers.
These attempts stem from the idea the employers have that the

unions on the front are not united; that the split in the labor movement

can be utilized; that the present policy of the administration expressed

through the U. S. Maritime Commission—so far as maritime labor is

concerned—gives them an open door. The plans of the shipowners as

well as industrial concerns like General Motors to inaugurate "M" day

preparations are beginning to appear.
When these moves are balanced beside the employers' consistent

refusal to conclude new long-term contracts in order to stabilize the
industry, and protect gains made, the statement of a shipowner's rep-
resentative to the MC&S, 'last week that "in the event the U. S. enters

the war, agreements will mean nothing," teaches us our united strength
is the best guarantee we have for the security of our union hiring halls
and other gains enjoyed for the past six years.

United maritime labor must become the spearhead in the fight
against reaction. We must protect and develop the American standard
of living in spite of hysterical war propaganda.

Greed vs. Work
By Publicity Committee, ILWU 1-10

ALTHOUGH thousands of tons of American ships have been peddled
to foreign interests and withdrawn from the Pacific trade and many

others put on more lucrative routes, the shipowners, as per usual are
after that well-known "pile of green hay." Rates have gone sky-high and
the dollars are being stowed in the deep tanks. The dollars are being
handled in sling loads with nary any extra effort upon the part of John
Shipowner and after being towed away the hatches are put on and
securely battened down, lest some worker dare ask for just a small bit
of this filthy lucre.

We may think we are sitting on the high pillow now getting in our
40 or 50 hours a week; but when the boom drops . . . look out below!
The majority of ships peddled are gone forever from the Pacific and
although we may have cursed this scow or another, for being a back-
breaker or a lousy job, that scow put dough into many of our pockets.
The situation in Europe has evolved into such a mess that commerce
to the Scandinavian ports will be rerouted to other lanes, but that will
take time.

We must not take too much for granted and think the slough of work
we are fortunate enough to enjoy at the present will continue—as men-
tioned before, when the boom is lowered there will be plenty of wailing—
so prepare for it. At this writing, Luckenbach is negotiating the sale of
their entire fleet--for $21,000,000 to foreign interests.

The Upper Crust
Cr."NT

1 . $
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ANNOUNCEMENT this week of the

formal platform of the Liberal Demo-

cratic (Patterson) slate is of national sig-

nificance. It is the first platform which

has a chance to go to the Democratic na-

tional convention direct from the people.

Workers in California should study it to

educate their brothers on the 1940 issues;

brothers living in other states can well

use it as a model. Here is the first half

of it:

I. Peace, Not War
We Americans learned our lesson in the last

World War! We want NO part in imperialist

quarrels of foreign nations. We want peace!

We must never again send our youths to die

on foreign battlefields!

We are definitely opposed to and cannot sup-

port the following actions of President Roose-

velt and the Roosevelt Administration, which

are placing our nation on the very brink of hos-

tilities abroad and are depriving our people of

their liberties at home:

1. The repeal of the arms embargo.

2. The sale of planes, munitions and ma-

terial to nations at war.

2. The extension of loans and credits to na-

tions at war.

4. The sending of secretly instructed emis-

saries to nations at war.

5. The extra-legal use of the FBI as a po-

litical labor spy agency.
We will oppose the nomination of Roosevelt

or any other candidate dedicated to the war

policies herein complained of.

2. Work, Not Dole
Inasmuch as the problem of unemployment

and relief is national in its scope, and therefore

the responsibility of the federal government, we

advocate:
A comprehensive program of federal public

works, sufficient to give full-time employment

to all able-bodied unemployed under prevailing

labor union standards of hours, wages and con-

ditions. Relief status should not be required for
eligibility.
The immediate inauguration of a nation-wide

system of self-help cooperatives, as a step toward
ending unemployment permanently and reducing

the tax burden.
For the nation's unemployables, a federal sys-

tem of adequate and uniform security for the
48 states.
The expansion of the federal stamp plan to

Include all commodities and the extension of
Its benefits to all families whose living standards
are sub-normal.

3. Pensions, Not Penury
Uniform federal retirement pension of $60 per

month at sixty years of age.
For persons between the ages of 50 and 60

years, government self-help and other work proj-
ects to provide an increase of $50 or more per
month, with minimum increase of $25 per month
for each dependent.

Pensions to be paid by an issue of constitu-
tional money by authority of Congress; this issue
and payment to continue until such time as the

commodity index or price level reaches that of
1926; after which either or all of the following

sources of revenue may be used, but only to the
extent of maintaining the 1926 price level.

a. Graduated taxation on incomes, gifts, in-
heritances together with other forms of non-
consumer taxation.

b. Stamp plan similar to the food stamp
plan now in operation.

c. Earmarked percentage of revenue from
sale or lease of government owned natural re-
sources.

4. Full Rights For Labor
We advocate the protection and extension of

the principles of the Wagner Act, the Wages-
Hours law, the Social Security Act to guar-..
antee to all who labor here in America the
right of collective bargaining, the right to a
decent standard of living and security. Fair
and proper enforcement of this and similar

legislation should be assured by adequate ap-
propriations. Only firms fully and honestly

conforming to the law should be aided by the
federal government through subsidies and con-
tracts.
We oppose the use of such laws as the Sher-

nan Anti-Trust Act, enacted originally to curb,
sorporation monopolies, to prosecute labor.
The federal government must not sanction the

consolidation of railroads, communications and
other similar enterprises unless the workers in
these industries are protected from the loss of
their jobs. The continued employment of work-
ers whose livelihood is threatened by introduc-
tion of labor-saving devices and industrial mer-
gers is the joint responsibility of industry and
government.
The 30-hour week and six-hour day, with no

reduction in pay, is approved as a factor leading
toward what should be the goal of industry and
government—the permanent employment of all
Americans able and willing to work.

5. No Black-Out of Civil Liberties
The shadow of war over America constitutes

the greatest menace to our civil liberties. In or-
der that there shall be no "black-out" of civil
liberties, we advocate:
No discrimination against persons because of

race, color, creed, political belief, economic status
or nature of their work as private or governmen-
tal employees.

Full franchisement for 15,000,000 American
Negroes and other minority groups as guaran-
teed by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
Abolition of poll taxes. Elimination of all arbi-
trary regulations which deny American sea-
men and members of the armed forces the
right to vote.
Effective anti-lynch legislation.
Elimination of the central intelligence division

Of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, as cre-
ated by J. Edgar Hoover. Reduction of the FBI
budget and restriction of its field of operations.
Immediate cessation of prosecutions of indivi-

duals for technical violations of various federal
statutes when it is obvious that they are being
prosecuted solely from political motive.
A halt to the anti-alien drive in congress, where

some 70-odd bills directed against aliens are ex-
tant and pending.
The traditional policy of the right of asylum

to political and religious refugees, particularly
for the duration of the present world crisis.
The abolition of inquisitional committees as

that of Martin Dies. Sharp limitation on the
scope of congressional enquiries to the particular
subject of investigation.

Trite President Says
 .By H. F. MeGRATII 
President of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific/

T ATTENDED the April 18th
1 stop-work meeting of ILWU

Local 1-19 in Seattle and it was

one of the hottest meetings I

have ever attended.
The district president, H.

Bridges, and district secretary,

Matt Meehan, and several of

the executive board members

also attended the meeting.
The fireworks started when

the delegates to the recent

ILWU convention made their

report to the local. The dele-

gates made very little mention

of the program laid down by

the convention, but went into

detail with criticism of certain

district policies and certain dis-

trict officials.
President Bridges then took

the floor and for over two hours

explained the convention pro-

gram as well as answering a

great many of the charges that

had been made.
It is my opinion that a cer-

tain amount of confusion has

existed in the Seattle local

and that this confusion has

been caused as a result of a
misunderstanding of the is-

sues. After President Bridges

concluded I am sure that a

great deal of this misunder-

standing was cleared up and

that in the future this losal

will be more solidly unified

with the district than ever.

The encouraging thing about

..nis situation is the democratic

manner in which the whole

thing was handled. Charges

were openly made and answer-

ed on the floor at the meeting.

When this practice is followed

I ns te ad of whispering the

charges around from member

to member I would say that the

local is in a healthy condition

and that no great harm will

ever come to any trade union

that follows this procedure.

A red baiting and whispering

campaign was carried on in the

NMU by certain people and was

very near the cause of wreck-

ing the entire organization.

When these people were finally

exposed it was no great sur-

prise to any one to learn that

these same people were work-

ing secretly for the shipowners.
* * *

On leaving Seattle I stopped

In and visited with President

Andrews of the Olympia local

and several brothers around the

hall.
In this port as in all other

ports they are hard hit as a

result of the sale of so many

American ships. There is plenty

of cargo to move but no bot-

toms to carry it in. We have re-

peatedly pointed out in the

"Voice" the anti-labor policies

of the Maritime Commission

and the sale of these ships cer-

tainly backs up our contention

100 per cent. Every maritime

worker should personally write

to his Congressmen and U. S.

Senators asking for an investi-

gation of this agency.
In Aberdeen I contacted

Whitey Burdette, secretary of

our sub-district council, in

Grey's Harbor. Whitey is on

the organizational committee

of the CIO council in Aber-

deen and is doing a swell job.

This port was hard hit when

the Chinese - Japanese war

broke out and has never fully

recovered. Of course, the loss

of so many American ships

has merely added to the dif-

ficulties which this port is

experiencing.
Now that the "New Deal" has

become a "War Deal" there are

plenty of bottoms for trans-

porting the materials of war

but no bottoms for the lumber,

grain, fruit and other products

of the northwest.

went to Astoria, the port in
which our 6th Annual Conven-

tion is to be held.

A joint arrangements com-
mittee has been set up of mem-
bers from the longshore, ware-
housemen and fishermen's loc-
als. This committee gave me a

lot of valuable assistence in lin-

H. F. McGRATH

ing up a printer to handle our
convention proceedings and in

obtaining a hall to hold the con-
vention in. •

The entertainment program
these boys are preparing is
3ne which should make the
delegates long remember the
port of Astoria.

* *

I attended the meeting of the
Astoria Warehousemen, Mon-

day night, and this local unani-
mously endorsed the program
of the ILWU convention. Broth-
er McGhee, president of this
local, was a delegate to the
North Bend convention and
Brother Fertig, a member of
the local, is the newly elected

president of our Columbia River
District Council, No. 3.

Our council was holding its
regular meeting in Portland on
Tuesday and I was able to at-
tend this meeting. Our council
also endorsed the organization-
al campaign of the ILWU, and
whispering campaigns carried
also passed the ILWU resolu-
tion condemning red baiting and
on within local unions.

This council has been strug-
gling along for several years
now under severe financial
handicaps, but has done a good
job in spite of this handicap.
One of the principal jobs of the

delegates to our coming con-
vention will be to work out
ways and means of relieving

this situation in this council.
* * *

I attended a - meeting of the
Portland cannery workers local

226 and as is the case in their

Seattle local they are carrying
on a good progressive program
and are a distinct asset to the
Maritime Federation.
Had a talk with Eddie Lane,

the MC&S agent here, and since
he lost his assistant he is sure
kept on the hop trying to run

the office and handle beefs at
the same time. Eddie has been
writing the "Portland P o t
Shots" column for the "Voice"

but has missed the last couple
of issues due to press of union

business. I hope that Eddie gets
his assistant back and that he
will continue to write for the
"Voice" as he has added a lot to
the Portland section of our

paper.
I have spent quite a bit of

time here around various un-
ion halls meeting and talking
to the rank and file. The sit-
uation here in Portland sure
looks healthy and every rank
and filer you talk to seems to
be fully informed as to the
score on the coast. It is a
foregone conclusion that they

will go along 100 per cent for
the convention program.

The recent Supreme Court
decision against the anti-picket-

ing laws in Alabama and Shasta
County in California has raised

the spirits of unionists around

here and there is an optimistic
feeling now that Oregon's vici-

ous anti - picketing law will

shortly be kicked out the win-

dow. With this obstacle remov-

ed and a strenous organizing

campaign being carried on,

Oregon should make great

strides in organization.

If the Wagner Act can get
thru this session of Congress
without either the Smith or

Norton amendments tacked on-
to it or any other serious butch-

ering done on it organized labor

In less than a year will be the
strongest force on the Pacific
Coast.

Coffee
Time

By VIC .TOHNSON

NEW YORK—Last
night at the firemen's
meeting I learned that
Brothers King, Ramsa y
and Conner had been sen-
tenced to 20 years each.
The membership was si-

lent as the minutes from 'Fris-
co were read. I think we all

realized what it meant. It was

not an issue that required dis-

cussion. A motion was in a d e

and carried unanimously to

wire our brothers immediately

that we were standing behind

them.

A. telegram doesn't mean too

much to a man who has been

told that the next ten years of

his life is going to be spent

cooped up in a cage like an an-

imal. Still, that those outside

are still going ahead, are still

with him, means something.

It's all there is.

Just what is going on in Cal-

ifornia is sometimes not easily

ascertained from New York or

ships at sea. But it seems that

our three brothers have been

caught a second time in forces

for which neither they nor we

are responsible.

I think that none of expec-

ted them to get a sentence of

that severity. The administra-

tion for which we worked is in

power. What has happened to

It lately I don't know.

I do see, by clippings sent

me from San Francisco, that

some of the men who posed as

friends of labor before election

are now engaged in the de-

struction of labor. It seems

that the war hysteria, and no

one can deny that it has come,

has been chosen as the new

light-footed steed of political

ambitions, and that those who

rode the tides of liberalism

when they were strong are

changing to reactionary horses.
The case of King-Ramsay-

Conner is not just a case of

three unionists re i 1 roaded to

prison. It has now become

bound up in the history of Cal-

ifornla, as much so a $ the

Mooney ease, the IRVW cases,

and the Southern Pacific land

grabs.
Nationally, it is linked with

the Detroit raids, the Dies

Committee, the current law-

lessness of the FBI, and the

sale of 2,000 war planes to

the allies, plus the terror and

murder in the Northwest.
The heat is on labor and

those three brothers in San

Quentin are caught where the
Iron Is

The'American
Way
1940 Depression Grows;
Unemployment Rises
As Profits Jump 88%

THE AMERICAN indus-
trial machine is now oper-

ating in very low gear. The
unemployed now number at
least 12 million. The recent
industrial decline has been
one of the sharpest on record.

Federal Reserve Board in-
dex of industrial production,
which reached its all-time
peak of 128 last December,
fell to 119 in January and
tFheebnruteanry.points more to 109 in,

Certain business economists and

Washington officials now believe

the bottom of he depression has
been reached. But even the more

optimistic of the experts, those of

the Bureau of Agricultural Eco-s-

nomics of the United States De-

partment of Agriculture, can only .

say that they think a reversal of

the downward trend in business

will occur within the next two or

three months. However, they add,

"there are as yet no signs point-

ing to a rapid recovery there-

after."
Most reliable indications point
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active 

in production unless

the war in Europe should become

cntt.ive and destructive

Main factor on the unfavorabi:

side of the present picture is that

production is now in excess of de-

mand in many industries. In

ventories are therefore increasing

and are well above the level of

both a year ago and six months

ago. At the same time new orders

are falling off, and in some in

production.
As 

far below current

As a result of the decline in •

employment and payrolls, especi-

ally in steel and textiles, retal,

sales have already begun to slip.

This in turn will have a furthe•

depressing effect on production

in consumer goods industries.

Administration advisors as Wel

as Wall Street brokers, have re-

cently been alarmed by the so

called "peace scares." They ha,

been counting on big war orders

from Britain and France, as wel

as on domestic armament expen-

ditures, usi, btotnaeks.es up the presenk .

The actual war demand from

abroad has been far below ex

pectations. The airplane industry

is the only One that can count o

anything like a sustained deman•

for war materials. The war, on

the whole, has diminished the ex

proer ducts.rtlenand for American farmp 

Cut in the number of WP.A.-

jobs (with another 800,000 to be

fired between April and June •

plus the ending of the PWA con-

struction programs, is con tribu

ing already toward the busines

decline. If new works programs

over and above those conte ,

plated in the budget, are not de-

vised the frospects for a later sub.

stantial pickup in business sr,

very dark. All of these circurn-

st i  

stancesspoint to a further declin

in output in the next several

months.

Bank C oncentration
Grows 
At the end of 1939 deposits 

in

all banks in the United State

totaled $69.5 billion, a new rec-

ord high. Ten years earlier, a

the end of 1929, total deposit.
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National Bank.
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"Ride me up and down again awhile. I'm too early for
work yet." (Continued Next Week).
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After leaving Aberdeen I
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'We, the People, Will Speak'
By JOHN L. LEWIS

r-restuent, Congress of Industrial Organizations

(The speech of John L. Lewis on April 1, in which he said he would call a Congress
of the American people if the Democratic party does not adopt a program satisfactory to
labor and the people, is one of the most significant events of the year. Following are
excerpts.)

T
AM GOING TO SAY, regardless of op-
' position from any quarter, regardless

of any political consideration, regardless
of any other factor, that the men and wo-
men in this country who want to work for a
living and earn it by the sweat of their brow
have a right to a job, and they have a right to
a job at a wage that will let them raise those
children in the way American children should
be raised. And I am going to continue this
organization of workers in this country and this
organization of the common people to a point
where their viewpoint can be crystalized to a
degree that it cannot be ignored by any political
party that wishes to remain in power, or any
politician or statesman who values his job.

* * *

"After seven years of power, the Demo-
cratic party finds itself without solution for
the major questions of unemployment, low
national income, mounting internal debt, in-
creasing direct and consumer taxation, and re-
stricted foreign markets. There still exists the
same national unhappiness that obtained seven
years ago. The present Congress is without a
program, except to enact necessary appropria-
tions in ample time to engage in the national
quadrennial political marathon, meaning the
campaign of 1940."

Since I made that statement, which was pub-
lished in the newspapers of this country, no
statesman, no member of Congress, no politician,
no defender of the Administration, no industrial-
ist, and no banker has arisen anywhere in this
land to gainsay the truth of that statement.

* *

The unemployment question is responsible for
most of America's economic and political ills.
Provide work for the people, and every other
collateral question will assume its proper pro-
portions, and be subject to a rational arrange-
ment or disposition. The population must have
work in order to eat, and by eating they make
business for those who have manufacturing
plants, and mining plants, and railroads, and
banks, and Government securities in this country.

All the workers of this country are asking
is that they be permitted to work, so that they
can then eat and have shelter and clothing, an
*opportunity to educate their children, an oppor-
tunity to he consumers of the materials made
by America's great industrial machines, an
opportunity to become a natural market for
the output of our agricultural population that
finds itself unable to market its crops, because
the people cannot buy. And yet, in spite of the
appalling situation that exists now, and ex-
isted on January 24, and exists today without
abatement, not a single, solitary suggestion
has been made in America on the question of
how to provide Americans with work.

* * *

Far from settling the unemployment ques-
tion, the existing Administration, in the name
of economy, is curtailing the meager relief
heretofore extended to men and women out of
work. Between now and July one million six
hundred thousand men have to be dropped
from the relief rolls of the WPA in this coun-
try, to make the suggested appropriation last
through the slim winter months.
What a sad commentary it is that we are

putting men and women off relief, careless of
whether they live or die, when the Congress is
asked to appropriate more money to employ
more Federal detectives. Why, bad as Herbert
Hoover was in the days when he was President,
he only asked the Congress to appropriate two
million, eight hundred thousand dollars for the
Bureau of Investigation to hire detectives; while
our own Administration is asking a budget of
nine million, eight hundred thousand dollars for
detectives. What good are detectives, when men
and women cry for bread?

* • *

Between now and July 4 I expect to address
two conventions of great Negro organizations in
this country, the National Negro Congress, and
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People. And I am going to say to
those representatives of the Negro race that it
is an outrage and a shame that 8,000,000 Negroes
in America are prevented from voting in eight
southern states, because they do not have enough
money to pay their poll tax for one year, or the
accumulated years which they run in those
states. In addition to those 8,000,000 Negroes,
there are millions of white Americans in the
same situation who are disenfranchised in the
same manner, in order that they might be pre-
vented from expressing themselves at the polls,
as to who should represent that population in
public offices of the State and Federal
Government.

I am going to mention some of these things
to these great Negro organization when they
convene, and I am going to invite these Negro
Organizations to associate themselves with and
become affiliated with Labor's Non-Partisan
League in this country, just the same as the
American Youth Congress.

Sometime between July 1 and July 4, I expect
to address in St. Louis, Missouri, some 20,000
delegates that will assemble there in a Townsend

Old Age convention, and I am going to tell those
delegates that the Congress of Industrial Organi-
zations has already declared in favor of the prin-
cipal and in favor of legislation to provide for
old people after they reach the age of sixty
years, and the Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions has declared for old age pensions of 4;60
per month per person, after sixty years of age.

* * *

It is time that American sentiment, as affect-
ing the common people, be crystallized, so as to
bring pressure to bear upon these politicians, and
these statesmen, who seem unable to cope either
with America's political, America's economic, or
America's social problems.

* * *

In my address at Columbus I pointed out
that if the Democratic party wanted to work
with labor and the common people, there is yet
time to work out a program that would be
acceptable to the common people and to labor
in this country, so that all could work whole-
heartedly in behalf of an agreed program and
an agreed presidential candidate in the Demo-
cratic party. I was assuming, of course, that the
Democratic party would naturally be desirous of
working out a program that might commend
itself to the great mass of exploited and op-
pressed Americans who find themselves so
heavily burdened, either with unemployment, in-
creased taxes—because each one of your men
who have no property and works for a living
pays about 21% of what you make into the
indirect taxes that are assessed against your
wages—don't forget that—for those business men
who find their business disappearing, I assumed
the Democratic Party would want to work out
a program and select a presidential candidate
who might reflect the viewpoints of that great
mass of Americans.
Up to this point, however, I have no reason

to believe that the Democratic Party is even
alive to its own hazards; and I have no reason
to believe that many of its leaders even desire
to cooperate with labor and the other liberal
organizations of the common people in this
country, and time is passing.

• • •

So in behalf of labor, and in behalf of the
average man and woman, I am going to work
towards the end of crystallizing the sentiment of
these people, and make a common cause with
the other, to protect themselves in this dire
economic situation that now oppresses our. land.

In the event that the Democratic Party
does not nominate a candidate for Pres-
ident, or adopt a platform satisfactory to
labor and the common people of this coun-
try, I shall, after the conventions of the
Democratic and Republican Partie s,
espouse and urge upon these various or-
ganizations the assembling of a great dele-
gate convention, to be composed of dele-
gates from the Congress of Industrial Or-
ganizations, Labor's Non-Partisan League,
the old age pension movements, the na-
tional Negro organizations, and liberal
farmers' organizations, to meet in some
central city and present their views, crys-
tallize their judgment into a program that
each and every American can support, and
we will see whether mere machine politics
in this country is going to be more power-
ful and more controlling than the voice of
the citizens of the land.

I am serving notice on the political parties
of this country, because, after all, I don't expect
anything from the Republican Party, because it
is obvious that those who pay the fiddler call the
tune, but I am serving notice on the major
political parties of this country that American
cannot permit it to drift, drift, merely to drift,
while politicians hope, hope, merely hope; and
I am also serving notice in behalf of the people
I represent in this country, and there are many
of them, that the answer to these problems is
not the answer of having America participate
in the European War.

Those in this country who may secretly hope
that America eventually may be drawn into the
European War, and thus provide an answer for
unemployment, and all the collateral economic
and political questions which now beset the land,
are in for a fool's awakening, because America
is not going to participate in a European War,
not to please the manufacturers of war equip-
ment, not to please the makers of airplanes, not
to please the makers of chemicals, not to please
and despairing politicians, not even to please
the Allies.

America's young men, if I understand the
temper of the American people, are not again
going to be butchered in a European country,
or upon a foreign shore. So let those who are
interested take heed of this sentiment_ Let it
be understood that we Americans have problems
of our own, and after we come to the point that
we have all our own affairs perfectly arranged,
and all of our people have a job and health and
security, then, perhaps, we will be in the situation
spoken of in the Scriptures, that we will be able
to take the moat out of our neighbor's eye.

More on
CTM Report

(Continued from Page 7)
is not the will of the State which
grants this personality nor does
registration by the labor authori-
ties add anything to their charac-
ter of persons under the Labor
Law.
The C.T.M. proposes, begin-

ning with this year, to take spe-
cial interest in the unification and
the defense of the interests of the
women and youth of Mexico. It
will secure the continual reform
of the laws, in order to protect
their economic, political, and
moral rights, until it has succeed-
ing in placing women on an equal
footing- with men in the people's
struggle against those groups
which oppose the progress of the
Revolution and until it has guar-
anteed the constant betterment of
the coming generations.

Within a short time. the C.T.M.
will begin to publish a daily news-
paper of interest to the entire
Mexican people and which will
guide it honestly with respect to
national and international prob-
lems.

Before the end of next month,
construction will begin on two
large buildings belonging to the
C.T.M.: a theater with a capacity
of 3,000, which will serve not only
for meetings of the labor organi-
zations but also, and primarily.
for educational activities of bene-
fit to the popular masses; and a
building for the offices of the
National Committee of the Con-
federation, of the National Coun-
cil, and of the numerous national
industrial unions. This building
will also have various museums.
hotel and restaurant service for
the members of the C.T.M., and a
radio broadcasting station.
The effort to organize the ath-

letic activities of all the members
of the C.T.M. has already begun.
Physical education will include all
of its aspects, from teams with a
small number of players to open-
air exercises with large groups
and the knowledge and practice
of military organization. The dis-
cipline acquired by the workers by
this means will keep them in good
health, and the spirit of solidarity
thus instilled will be reflected in
the life of the unions and will be
a guaranty for the defense of
their class interests whenever they
are threatened by any fascist ag-
grssion.
The National Committee which

ends its.incumbency on February
21, has set up in nearly all the
States of the Republic a Federa-
tion which includes and represents
all the unions of the C.T.M., many
of which not only conserved their
independence when the Confeder-
ation Was first constituted, but
were involved in struggles among
themselves.
The C.T.M. has been honored

with two important distinctions:
the nomination of its General
Secretary, Comrade Vicente Lom-
bardo Toledano, as Member of the
Administrative Council of the In-
ternational Labor Office; and the
decoration Encomienda de Isabel
la Catolica, conferred on Com-
rade Lombardo Toledano by the
Government of the Spanish Re-
public.

NX/V. Final
Words
The Mexican working class is

only now beginning to live. In
the twenty years of its existence,
from the period when the first
national trade-union body was or-
ganized, the Mexican Revolution
has been acquiring ever clearer
outlines; and not until recently
has it begun to define its pro-
gram. But notwithstanding the
briefness of its life, the Mexican
working class has already
achieved a clear comprehension
of the historic task which it must
fulfill inside and outside of
Mexico. This consciousness of its
responsibiltiy is an evidence of
Maturity.

On turning over the leadership
of the C.T.M. to the sovereign
assembly of its Congress, the
undersigned National Committee
expresses the hope that the tasks
its members have not been able
to fulfill will soon be realized.

FOR A CLASSLESS SOCIETY
Mexico City, February, 1938.

Vincent° Lombardo Toledano,

Mexico
Marches
Against
U. S. Threat
MEXICO CITY — Mexico is in

a ferment of activity to protect
her national freedom and sover-
eignty against the menacing pres-
sure of the "Colossus" of Yankee
imperialism.

All tools were downed, all
wheels stopped, markets, stores,
shops, schools and universities
closed, when throughout the coun-
try the Mexican people marched
in powerful demonstration, two
weeks ago, to protest the "inter-
ference of Yankee imperialism in
Mexican affairs."

Several hundre dthousands of
workers, peasants, middle class
people and students marched in
this city with banners and posters
calling for solidarity with the
government of President Lazaro
Cardenas and demanding that the
president reject the recent U. S.
note, which demanded that the
oil question, which Mexico holds
to be purely domestic in charac-
ter, be submitted to international
arbitration.

A tremendous sign, reaching
from one side of the street to
the other, carried by six tall
American workers, proclaimed
the solidarity of the people of
the United States with the Mex-
ican people in- its present crisis.
In huge letters the sign read:
"The American people are with
the people of Mexico in the de-.
tense of their patrimony and
their sovereignty."
Reviewed By Cardenas
For hours on end, the parade

filled all the main streets of the
city, with column after column
streaming upon the Zocalo, Mexi-
co's main plaza. From a balcony
of the National Palace, President
Cardenas reviewed the demonstra-
tion. When the American group
turned to face the palace and to
salute the President of Mexico,
the crowds broke into wild cheers
of "Long Live Cardenas," "Long
live the solidarity of the Amer-
ican people," and "Down with
Yonkee imperialism.'
Cardenas later declared that

the demonstration had been the
greatest and most enthusiastic
of his time.
He told newspaper men that

the U. S. note on the oil question
would be answered by the Mexi-
can government shortly, and that
the answer will be made public
immediately.

Mexico contends that the ex-
propriated companies, incorporat-
ed under Mexican laws, are Mexi-
can nationals subject to these
laws and that they have no right
to ask the interference of any for-
eign government. Mexico's high-
est courts have judged the con-
flict and have decided against the
companies. To submit the case to
international arbitration, demand-
ed by U. S. imperialist interests,
would mean that Mexico is de-
nied the right of judgment by its
highest courts; it would' mean a
clear violation of her independ-
ence and sovereignty.

The demonstration showed
that the Mexico people stand
united in defending themselves
and their government against
the attack upon the country's
Independence, Large banners
and posters carried in the pa-
rade put forward such slogans
as: "We reject Wall Street ar-
bitration," "We support the
revolutionary policy of the Car-
denas regime against oil imper-
ialism," "Cardenas, the govern-
ment employes reject arbitra-
tion proposed by Yankee imper-
ialism," "Wall Street—Hands
off Mexico."

GENERAL SECRETARY, Juan
Gutierrez, SECRETARY OF LA-
BOR AND DISPUTES. Fidel Ve-
lazquez., SECRETARY OF OR-
GANIZATION AND PROPAG A N-
DA. Mariano Padilla, SECRE-
TARY OF PEASANT ACTION.
David Bilchis, SECRETARY OF
EDUCATION AND CULTURAL
PROBLEMS. Manuel Gutierrez B.,
SECRETARY OF SOCIAL IN-
SURANCE AND TECHNICAL
AFFAIRS. Salvador Lobato,
SECRETARYY OF STATISTICS
AND FINANCE.

•

Mexico vs. Standard Oil

Mexican Labor's Struggle
For Freedom, Securit
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Standard Oil vs. Mexico
$4 •

CTM and Labor -Unity in Latin America
* * * * * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * * *

"A DROP OF OIL IS WORTH A DROP OF BLOOD!" Those were the vvordscabledby Georges Clemenceau,

premier of France in 1917, to President Woodrow Wilson of the United States. It's an open secret that in a world

at war again the biggest struggle between the leading powers is for oil-oil to run their war machines and oil

to sell at fancy pricces to the belligerents. The Mexican workers know the lesson. They learned it the hard way

ever since Standard Oil of California and Royal Dutch Shell went into Mexico and began robbing Mexico of
her rich oil resources.

They learned it in 1914 when the U. S. Navy bombarded Vera
Cruz over an OIL dispute. And they remember that Josephus
Daniels, NOW U. S. Ambassador to Mexico, was THEN Sec-
retary of the Navy. They remember that a young man who was
undersecretary of the navy then is NOW President of the Unit-
States-Franklin D. Roosevelt.

• They learned it again in 1917 when AMERICAN TROOPS
tinder General Pershing INVADED Mexico in an attempt to put
in a government that would kow-tow to Standard Oil.
So it's no surprise to them that the United States government is

once again hatching plans to pull Standard Oil's chestnuts out of
the fire again-with U. S. arms, U. S. soldiers and -made-in-
America" propaganda disseminated by Martin Dies.

' West Coast maritime workers have no love for Standard Oil.
We all remember that this company has been a stronghold of
anti-unionism, that it has fought every attempt to organize its
tankers. And we all remember that it was Standard Oil that
sent nine members of the Marine Firemen to the pen on FRAM-
ED charges of possessing dynamite. Ask any one of the Mo-
desto boys -Blackie Rogers, Fitzgerald, Vic Johnson or the rest,
how Standard Oil imported stool pigeons and spies to frame
these union men.

That's why it is of the greatest importance to West Coast mari-
time workers to pay attention to what is happening and is about to
happen in Mexico.

Nearly three years ago President Lazaro Cardenas of Mexico
issued a decree taking over foreign OIL LANDS in Mexico in the
name of the Mexican government and the workers behind it.
Workers in these oil fields had struck against the American own-
ers demanding higher wages. A Mexican arbitration board or-
dered the companies to pay higher wages and furnish better con-
ditions.

These American-owned companies REFUSED, thus placing
themselves in VIOLATION of Mexican law. President Cardenas
retaliated by taking them over for the government, according to
Mexican law. Standard Oil and the British oil companies with
interests in Mexico yelled until you could hear them from Texas
to Yucatan. And as the big oil companies have always done in
the past, Standard ran to the U. S. government and tried to get it
to put pressure on Mexico to return the lands.
The Mexicans would not do this. The oil belongs to them and

they have no intention of allowing foreign oil companies to get rich
off it while paying Mexican workers sub-standard and illegal
wages. The Mexican supreme court upheld the Cardenas govern-
ment in this stand.

Standard Oil and Wall Street then had only one alternative.
the road to violence. They were determined to get their oil back
and in order to do that they started laying plans to overthrow
the government of President Cardenas. They have been using
EXACTLY THE SAME TACTICS the shipowners tried
against West Coast maritime unions-hiring stool pigeons, dis-
rupters and goons, importing tear-gas and arms into Mexico
and SPENDING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOL-
LARS to try to bribe Mexican officials and leaders.
They financed General Saturnino Cedillo in a -Gold Shirt"

(fascist) revolution in 1938. The revolution was poorly planned
and collapsed overnight.

But now they are really trying to do the job thoroughly. The
Mexican elections will be held in July. President Cardenas can-
not run again according to Mexican law. In his place the Party of
the Mexican Revolution (PRM) and the Mexican Federation of
Labor (CTM) have nominated General Avilo Camacho.

General Camacho has pledged himself to carry on the pro-labor
progressive policies of President Cardenas. He has the solid back-
ing of Mexican labor and the present government. He is opposed
by General Andreu Almazan, the tool of the Mexican fascists, the
U. S. government and Standard Oil.
EVERYBODY, even spokesmen for Standard Oil, ADMIT

THAT CAMACHO IS SURE TO WIN! So strong is the support
behind the present government that nobody thinks Almazan has a
chance at the polls.

But the fate of Mexico will NOT BE DECIDED AT THE
POLLS! Standard Oil and American interests have already decid-

ed to put Almazan in with BULLETS, NOT BALLOTS! They
are laying the groundwork for another rebellion like that of Franco
in Spain.
Camacho and his trade union supporters will win at the polls

in July. But the minute the election is over. Almazan is almost cer-
tain to declare that he was cheated and commence an ARMED
REBELLION against the democratic majority.

Standard Oil and other American interests have been smuggling
arms across the Mexican border to Almazan for months. Last sum-
mer the newspapers disclosed that a large cache of arms had been
discovered in San Francisco. Those guns were being held in San
Francisco by a gun-runner, pending delivery to the Mexican fas-
cists who were paying for them with Standard Oil money.
But Standard Oil isn't working alone in this plot to overthrow

the government of a friendly neighbor. The oil companies have
obedient and willing friends in Washington, too. One of them is
Secretary of State Cordell Hull. Another of them is President
Roosevelt. Just two weeks ago Hull sent a sharp note to the Mexi-
can government demanding compensation for the OIL LANDS.

Why? Because the big companies behind the state department
see an opportunity to set this oil and sell it at fancy prices to the
waning powers in Europe. "A drop of oil is worth a drop of
blood." These same interests have been making hay selling U. S.
ships to the allies, now they want the Mexican oil back to sell AT
TREMENDOUS PROFITS.
If necessary, they are EVEN PREPARED to send AMERI-

CAN TROOPS TO MEXICO to get it back! Why should that
surprise you? Remember 1914 and 1917-American boys were
sent to Mexico then over oil. And tkey'll do it again.

Martin Dies, that two-bit Texas politician, is already laying the
groundwork for INTERVENTION in Mexico. He came out last
week with a big song and dance about a -Communist-Nazi" plot
to foment a revolution in Mexico and set up a -puppet state" that
could be used as a base of attack against America. Dies, the tool
of the Texas oil men and the Wall Street profiteers, is doing his
level best to make it look like American troops will move into Mex-
ico purely for DEFENSIVE measures.
He doesn't say a word about General Almazan and his U. S.-

financed plot. No, all he worries about is the Communists. But
the Communists in Mexico are whole-heartedly SUPPORTING
the present government and are campaigning for General Cama-
cho, the trade union candidate.

Also supporting General Camacho is the CTM, PRM, Presi-
dent Cardenas and MILLIONS of Mexicans. Are all of these
people Reds, Congressman Dies?
But there's a good reason why Dies doesn't say a word about

the Almazan conspiracy. Says an article in the latest issue of the
conservative magazine 'Current History":
-His (Almazan's) name is hardly known outside Mexico-Vice

President Garner is one of his few friends across the border-but
Almazan long has been the hope of the conservative element in
Mexico. He promises to modify or undo most of what Cardenas has
done."

Garner is one of Dies' closest political associates. No wonder
Martin is rooting 100 per cent for Standard Oil and General Alma-
zan. It is even reported that arms are now being smuggled across
from Texas to the Haciendas de Palomas and de la Bavicora in
Chihuahua province with the FULL KNOWLEDGE of these
cheap poll-tax politicians.

But the Mexican unionists and people have their eyes open. They
know that Standard Oil and the U. S. government is again on the
march to seize their oil and put in a puppet government.
On April 11, 1940, over 300.000 Mexican workers, students and

middle class people, held a GENERAL STRIKE and demonstra-
tion against the plans of the U. S. imperialists and Standard Oil.
Tremendous crowds demonstrated in all the leading cities, all work
was stopped and all anti-imperialist Mexicans pledged themselves
to solidarity with Cardenas, Vincente Lombardo Toledano, Mexi-
can union leader, Camacho and others spoke to the demonstration.

These people are alert and know what faces them. But is is of
the utmost importance that American unionists likewise under-
stand the nature of the coming struggle, so we Won't be con-
fused by the clouds of smoke-screen Dies, Standard Oil and the
administration are trying to throw up.
For that reason the 'Voice" prints today in a special supplement

a review of the work of the Mexican trade unions as presented by
the leading committee of the Mexican Federation of Labor. Read it,
brothers, and study it with care. In these times of war and reaction
what goes on across the border is of vital importance to all of US.
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C.T.M. appears as a man bought
by Moscow gold, as a false leader

of the Mexican labor movement,

and ,I!s a contributor to the con-

spiracy of silence against 7fotsky.
The absolute independence of

the C.T.M. with respect to the
Communist International is known

nationally and internationally.
The Confederation has intention-
ally refrained fro mpassing judg-
ment on Trotsky's attacks against

the leaders of the U.S.S.R.; but

on many occasions it has declared
its adherence to the cause of the
Soviet workers, just as it has ex-
pressed its sympathy for the peo-
ple of Abyssinia against the Ital-
ian invasion, its support for the
Spanish people against the Italian
and German invasion, its support
for the Chinese people against the
Japanese invasion, and its adher-

ence to the working class of all
countries fighting against fas-
cism. It believes that Trotsky is
carrying out a counter-revolution-
ary campaign in his efforts to
weaken the struggle against fas-
cism by attacking exclusively the
governments and the labor organ-
izations threatened by fascist bar-
barism and by coinciding in
everything he does with the ideas
and actions which derive from
fascism.

For these reasons, Leon Trots-
ky turns out to be an enemy of
Mexico. an enemy of the anti-fas-
cist struggle, and plainly the

standard-bearer of the enemies of
the world working class.

XX. The 'War in
Spain
From the first moment of the

uprising of the Spanish militarists
against the legitimate Govern-
ment of their country, the C.T.M.
publicly stated that the cause of
the Spanish working class and
people was the cause of the work-
ing class and people of Mexico.

The Confederation has used all
possible means of oral and writ-
ten propaganda - meetings, pub-
lic demonstrations, proclamations,
manifestoes, circulars, pamphlets,
newspapers and magazines - to
explain to the Mexican people the
true causes of the rebellion of the
Spanish generals and the develop-
ment of the war.

The C.T.M. can proudly affirm
before the Working class of all

countries, that the masses of the
Mexican people are unanimously

behind ne Spanish people and
that the invasion of Spanish ter-
ritory by Italian and German sol-

diers has strengthened the anti-
fascist spirit of Mexico.
The principal events organized

by the C.T.M. in support of the

Spanish Republic, during the two
years just ended, have been the

following: the meeting of October
12, 1936, in the Palace of Fine

Arts in Mexico City. The meeting
in the bull ring of Mexico City
on February 21, 1937. The Week
Dedicated to the Spanish Repub-
lic, which was celebrated through-
out the country from July 31 to

August 6, 1937, during which a
wall newspaper, Published daily
and read by the entire popula-
tion, explained graphically the
causes and the development of the
war. In addition, there were
numerous public meetings and re-

unions in the headquarters of the
trade union and peasant organi-
zations. There were also free

theatrical and motion picture per-

formances for the people, and

messages were sent from all the
labor organizations of the coun-

try to the League of Nations, in

protest against its weak and inde-
cisive attitude on the Spanish is-

sue. Performances of Spanish

music were given in the parks
and squares of the principal

cities of the Republic, and the sac-
rifice of the Spanish people was
extolled before national public
opinion as the most inspiring ex-
ample of human cooperation to
salvage liberty from the barbar-
ism represented by fascism.

The Christmas Campaign for

Spanish Children in the middle of

December, 1937, consisted of pub-

lic collections of toys, clothing,

and medicines destined primarily
foil the children of Madrid, and

of systematic lectures to explain

in detail the principal problems of
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Spain and the characteristics of

international fascism as the en-

emy of the Spanish Nation. A

meeting was held in the Palace of

Fine Arts on the night of Decem-

ber 19, 1937, with the participa-

tion of Miss Gale Sondergaard and
other distinguished motion pic-

ture artists from Hollywood, who
came to Mexico expressly to speak
at the meeting, as well as with

the cooperation of Miss Luise
Rainer, who spoke to the audi-

ence by long distance telephone
from the City of Los Angeles, in
the name of all the anti-fascist
motion picture artists of the

United States.

The National Committee of the

C.T.M. r es ol v ed that in all

assemblies of its affiliated organi-

zations, discussion of the Spanish

issue must be a compulsory item

on the agenda.

XXI. Participa-
tion of the C. T. M.
in International
Meetings

Since its founding and up to

the month of February, 1938, the

C.T.M. has accredited delegates to

the following meetings and as-

semblies of internationa import-

ance, believing that it is its duty

to cooperate in all possible ways
in the defense of the economic
and social interests of the work-

ing class, in the unification of

the world labor movement, and in

the defense of the democratic

liberties of all countries.

1. The visit to labor ompaniza-

tions, study centers, and institu-
tions dedicated to the investiga-

tion of social problems, in the

cities of New York, Washington.
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago,

Detroit, San Francisco and Los
Angeles, in the United States,
made by Comrades Eduardo Soto

Innes, Augustin Guzman, Alfonso

Sanchez Madariaga, and Alejan-

dro Carillo, from May 1 to June

8, 1936, for the purpose of ex-

plaining the situation of Mexico
and of the Mexican working class,

and of counteracting the decep-

tive propoganda of General Calles
and the national capitalists and
foreign imperialists against the

Government of President Lazaro

Cardenas and the C.T.M.
2. The visit of Comrade Jose

Jinienez Acevedo to the Hawaiian

Islands, in July, 1936, to establish

relations with the workers-of the
sugar industry and to study mod-
ern methods of cultivation of

sugar cane for the purpose of in-

troducing them in the sugar plan-

tations controlled in Mexico by
workers and peasants of the

C.T.M.
3. The XVII International

Labor Conference in Geneva, in

June, 1936, to which Comrade

Rodolfo Pina Soria and Victor
Manuel Villasenor were sent as

delegates.
4. The VII Congress of the In-

ternational Federation of Trade

Unions, held in London, July,

1936, in which the C.T.M. was

represented by Comrades Rodolfo

Pina Soria and Victor Manuel Vil-

lasenor and during which the

C.T.M. was admitted as a member

of the International.
5. The Congress of the Ameri-

can Federation of Teachers, cele-
brated i n Philadelphia, August,
1936, at which the organized
Mexican teachers, members of the
C.T.M., were represented by Com-
rades Juan Carlos Hidalgo and
Salvador Monroy.
6. The International Peace Con-

gress in Brussels, September,
1936, at which the C.T.M.'s dele-
gate was Comrade Manuel Gutier-
rez Bustamante.

7. The Popular Peace Confer-
ence of America, held in Buenos
Aires in November, 1936, in

which the C.T.M. was represented

by Comrades Elias Teran Gomez

and Luis Fernandez del Campo.
S. The conference between the

Texas Federation of Labor, and

the C.T.M., held in January, :937,
in San Antonio, Texas, for the
purpose of studying the situation

of the Mexican workers in the
south of the United States. The
delegates were Comrades Fidel

Vlazquez and Rodolfo Pina Soria.

II. The International Textile

Conference in Washington, D. C.,

April, 1937, to discuss the prob-

lem of the length of the working

week and the condition of the

workers of the textile industry,
in which th C.T.M. was represent-

ed by Comrade Enrique Rangel.

10. The XXIII International

Labor Conference in Geneva, June,

1937, at which the delegates were

Comrade Vidal Diaz Munoz, J.

Jorge March, and Alejandro Car-

rillo.

11. The Council of the Inter-

national Federation of Trade

Unions in Warsaw, on the last

day of June, 1937, at whtch the

delegate of the C.T.M. was Com-

rade Alejandro Carillo.
12. The Congress of the Inter-

national Industrial Relations In-

stitute, at The Hague, August 30

and September 1, 1937, in which

Comrade Alejandro Carrillo rep-

resented the C.T.M.

13. The IV International Con-

gress of Medicine and Hygiene in

Havana, January, 1938, the dele-

gate of the C.T.M. being Com-
rade Eduardo Aguirre Pequeno.

14. The Congress of the Trade

Union Confederation of Colombia,

held in the City of Cali, in Janu-

ary, 1938, at which the delegate

was Comrade Antonio Fiore
Mazari.

15. The World Boycott Confer-

ence in London, from February

11 to 14, 1938, at which Com-

rade Narciso Bassols represented

the C.T.M.

XXII. Labor Unitg
in Latin America

On its formation, the C.T.M.

resolved to work persistently for

the unification of the Latin-Am-

erican working class. There has

never existed a close relationship

between the trade union organiza-

tions of the Spanish-American

peoples nor had any serious ef-

forts been made until now to

unite the millions of workers in

the New World who are fighting

against the same internal enemy

-the oligarchies produced by the

semi-feudal structure of the form-

er Spanish colonies-and against

the same external enemy-Anglo-

Saxon imperialism, which consid-

ers the 20 Latin-American na-

tions as its zone of economic in-

fluence in the division which the

imperialist countries have made

of the world.
After the preliminary negotia-

tions, the C.T.M. has received fav-

orable replies to its invitation to

attend the Constituent Congress

of the Latin-American Labor Fed-

eration from the following labor

organizations representing the

working class of their respective

countries: the Confederation of

Chilean Workers; the Trade Union

Confederation of Colombia; the

Trade Union Labor Confederation

of Bolivia; the Venezuela Confed-

eration of Labor; the National

Confederation of Workers of the
Republic of Paraguay; the Rep-

resentative Committee of the

Trade Union Organizations of

Peru; the Committee for Labor

Unity of the Republic of Cuba:

the Organized Workers of Nicar-

agua; the Unions of Workers of

the Caribbean Banana Zone of the

Republic of Costa Rica; and from

groups of workers not organized

into national bodies, in the Re-

publics of l Salvador and Hon-

duras. The General Confedera-

tion of Labor of the Argentine

Republic and the majority of the

labor unions of the Republic of

Uruguay, which have not yet
formed a fully representative na-

tional organization, have also

agreed in principal to attend the

Congress.
The C.T.M. is now only wait-

ing for the reply of the organiza-

tions mentioned, as to the date of

the Congress, in order to issue

the official call for the Assembly,

which will probably be held in

the latter part of the coming

month of March or in the month

of April, in Mexico City.
The formation of the Latin-

American Labor Confederation

will at last mark the birth of the

most important force in the his-

tory of the twenty republics of

the Western hemisphere, a force

which will not only assure their

true political independence, but

will signify a derisive contribu-

tion of the working class of the

New World to the unification of

the international working class.

XXIII. The Con-
structive Action
of the C. T. M.
The C.T.M. desires a new so-

cial order for Mexico, a regime

without semi-enslaved peons,

without half-naked and illiterate

Indians, without undernourished

workers, without mud and reed

hovels, without unsanitary houses,

without a working population de-

cimated by tropical sickness and

occupational diseases which are

neither prevented nor justly com-

pensated, and without the age-old

oppression of the caciques

(bosses) of the land and of poli-

tical life.

The native and the imperialist

capitalist class characterize this

new order, which is arising to

limit their intolerable privileges,

as disorder and chaos, because

they would like to see the country

return to its situation of a cen-

tury ago. The C.T.M. has a rec-

ord of its two years of struggle

against this anachronous interpre-

tation of liberty and justice:
The two-hour general strike in

the principal activities of the life

of the country, carried out June

18, 1936, in protest against the

decision of the Federal Board of

Conciliation and Arbitration which

declared illegal the strike of the

Union of Railroad Workers

ajeicaxinso, It thn.ec National Railroads of

The public demonstration

throughout the country on July

19, 1936, in support of the strike

against the Mexican Light and

Power Company, Ltd.
The meeting held for the bene-

fit of the foreigners residing in

the City of Mexico, on July 24.

1938, to explain to them the

causes of the electric strike.

The meeting held in the Peo-

ple's Theater, in February, 1936,

to protest against the subversive

activities of the Monterey cap-

italists against the Government

of the Republic.
The meeting held in the Peo-

ple's Theater in support of the

oil workers' strike, in April,

1937.
The demonstration throughout

the country and the suspension of

electric power service in the ma-

jority of the States of the Repub-

lic, on April 9, 1937, as a pro-

test against the high cost of

living.
The general strike in Mexico

City of July 15, 1937, to protest

against the outrages of General

Roman Yocupicio, Governor of

the State of Sonora.
The general strike in San Luis

Potosi, in protest against the

Cedillo-dominated Government of

the State and principally against

the lack of drinking water for the

city, carried out on November 29,

1937.
The general strike in the State

of Veracruz, of January 17, 1938,

to urge on the authorities the

prompt solution of the conflict in

the Cocolapan Textile Mill,s the

workers of which had been idle

for three months.
The meeting organized by all

the members of the C.T.M.

throughout the country on July

27, demanding the liberty of Tom

Mooney, on the 20th anniversary

of his imprisonment.
The commemoration of the

XXV Anniversary of the House of

the World Worker, on August 24,

1937, as a balance sheet of the

progress registered by the Mexi-

can working class.
The public demonstration and

the great meeting in the Plaza of

the Constitution in Mexico City,

December, 1937, to celebrate the

unification of all the school teach-

ers of the country.
An the enormous and eloquent

demonstrations of May 1, 1936

and 1937, and of November 20th

of the same years, to Pass judg-
ment on the accomplishments of

the Revolution and to make a new

profession of faith in the develop-

ment of the permanent and in-
divisible Revolution.
The results of this constant

struggle may be seen in the fol-

lowing achievements: the com-

pulsory collective labor contract

for the entire sugar industry,

which went into effect December

21, 1936, and which protects 45,.

000 workers during the grinding

season; the compulsory collective

labor contract for the entire

industry, which protects 25,000

workers; the compulsory labor

contract for the silk and artificial

silk branches of the textile induee

try, covering 7,000 workers; the

compulsory labor contract for the

entire rubber industry, with Ike

000 workers; the ctequest of the
40-hour week for the workers ei

the Mexican Telephone Company

and for the workers and employee

of the oil industry; and the estab•

lishment of the 40-hour week An

the sugar mill of Zacatepec,

precedent which will soon be en.

tended to the entire sugar incise.

try; the control of the labor rep.

resentatives in the Federal and

Local Boards of Conciliation and

Arbitration; the intervention of

the C.T.M., as the representative

of the national working class, int

all the public and semi-official his
stitutions which study and resolve

the economic problems of Mexicett

the amendments proposed to ake
Agrarian Code; the amendments
proposed to Article 73 of the Cone
stitution, which will federalize the

application of the Federal Labor

Law throughout the country; Ott
amendments proposed to the Gene-

eral Law of Cooperative SocietieK
and the increasingly advanced lee

terpretations of labor legislation

by the labor tribunals, whiellt
have recently established the fol.

lowing precedents:.

The suspension of work in St

factory, because of the lack at

electric current resulting from fh

strike, is not to be considered a

"fortuitous occurrence" nor an act

of God. The employer is obliged

to pay the wages of his worker*
when work has been suspendett

against their will and even againa
the will of teh employer, as in th.:

case of the lack of electric en120.,
rent resulting from a strike. •

A worker dismissed by his eielei
ployer without just cause has tholi
right to choose between the legal •

indemnity or reinstatement in lad
job; if he chooses the latter, the

emploer is compelled to reinstate
him, and if he refuses to do so, he

must pay the worker his wages
during all the time that his re.
fusal persists.

Wien a Board of Conciliation

and Arbitration declares a strike

illegal and the workers have won

an injunction ("amparo'') against

this decision in the Federal Courte

they conserve the right to renew
the strike if it should so seit
their interests, even though they

may already haie retureed
work.

The owners of an enterprise

cannot of their own accord de-

clare their business unprofitable;

only the Board of Conciliation and

Arbitration may authorize the

suspension of labor in a factory or

other place of work, or the closing

of a business.
Employers may not terminate a

labor contract, even though they

assume the financial responsibill-

ties of this action (which ordinar-

ily means indemnities), when the

dismissal of the worker implies a
violation of acquired rights, such

as those of pension privileges,

and others of the same order.
Salesmen, bill collectors, rent-

ers of automobiles who work
them either for their own profit

or for that of the owner, are an

individuals who, in general terms,

have no other means of liveli-

hood than the product of their

labor, and hence are subject to
labor jurisprudence and are pro-
tected by the Federal Labor Law,
The burden of proof for "justi-

fied dismissal" of a worker falls
on the employer.

Debts of an employer to his
workers for unpaid wages have
preference over all other debts, of
no mattr what kind.
The judicial personality of

labor unions derives from the fact

itself of their constitution; once

the workers have complied with

the formalities stipulated by the
law, the unions they have created
acquire legal personality, since it

(Continued on following page):
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the presidency of the Republic, in
order to continue governing the
country without responsibility. As
the creature of a single individual,
the P.N.R. was regarded with re-
pulsion from its very origin, not
only by the working CIASs but by
the entire Mexican people. With-
Out members, supported by dues
imposed on government employes

Gneral Calles, it was doomed
to perish as soon as a President
of the Republic appeared who was
responsible for his own behavior
and who would bring to an end
the personal influence of the man
who had created the Party. The
democratic methods of the Gov-
ernment of President Cardenas
had no place within the P.N.R.;
It was necessary for its present
leaders to approach the producing
masses, offering them guarantees
for their participation in electoral
Campaigns and initiating the re-
form of the Party by the estab-
lishment of the system of conven-
tions composed of trade union and
Peasant representatives for the
designation of the Party's candi-
dates for government office.

The C.T.M. made a careful
study of the political question in
the special session of its National
Council, held in January, 1938,
and expressed the following opin-
ion: the new party of the Revolu-
tion ought not to be a party ex-
clusively of the working class; it
should be a party which will bring
together the principal sections of
the Mexican people in a vigorous
alliance against fascism and re-
action, to support the Government
Of President Cardenas and to as-
Sure the future fulfillment of the
;postulates of the Revolution and
the further development of the
Revolution itself, within the
frame work of the historic condi-
tions which may arise. The new
!party of the Revolution, there-
lore, should be made up of the
terganized workers and peasants,
• the National Army, and of the
women's, youth, and middle class
organizations already existing, so
Lois to cement the solidarity of its
Its individual members, as well as
a permanent alliance between
these groups of the population,
who should together share the re-
Sponsibillty for the political orien-
4ation of the country.

On the last day of March, 1938,
the Constituent Assembly of the
•hew party will be inaugurated.
The C.T.M. believes that this is
the most important political event
in the contemporary history of
Mexico. It is determined to lend
the party its entire support, but
It the same time to demand the
complete fulfillment of its pur-
poses of radically cleansing the
motional life and of maintaining
A the people a firm confidence in
rieir own destiny.

XVII. The C. T. M.
and the State

In this way, the fields of action
lof the State and the working class
are left well defined. As often as
there is a progressive govern-
ment at the head of teh country,
the C.T.M. will support it, at the
Same time conserving its auton-
Omy and freedom of action, for
the working class has a historic
mission to fulfill different from
the function of the Government.
As long as the semi-feudal physi-
ognomy of Mexico and its charac-
ter of a colony of external organic
forces have not disappeared, and
;while fascism, or any other of the
Methods which capitalism in de-
cline adopts against the interests
Of the people, constitutes an ob-
Stacie to the inevitable transfor-
mation of the capitalist system,
the Mexican working class must
1sot only maintain its present al-
liance with the other exploited
Sectors of the population but it
Must also continue to struggle
persistently to make the Govern-
Meat a faithful representative of
the interests of the people and a
loyal instrument of the develop-
ing Revolution.

XVIII. Activities
rof the Reaction
and of Fascism
in Mexico
The enemies of the Mexican

Revolution, a the working class,

and of the present Government,
are the following: the national
capitalist class; the capitalist im-
perialists; the Catholic clergy;
the typically fascist groups com-
posed of Mexicans; the groups of
Spanish fascists living in the
country; the groups of German
fascists also residing in Mexico;
and the vast network of foreign
spies who, working in agreement
with the reactionary and capital-
ist groups, are not only trying to
impede the progress of the Revo-
lution but are plotting the over-
throw of the present Government
in order to replace it with a fas-
cist regime constructed in accord-
ance with the characteristics of
the Mexican nation.

The first fascist organization in
Mexico was the so-called "Accion
Revolucionaria Mexicanist a"
(Mexicanist Revolutionary Ac-
tion), also known under the name
of "Gold Shirts," from the color
of the blouses worn by its mem-
bers.

Due to the protest of the work-
ing class, the President of the
Republic suppressed the organiza-
tion and exiled its chief, Nicolas
Rodriguez, who had already es-
tablished connections with fascist
groups in the United States. At
the present time, there exist in
Mexico the following fascist or-
ganizations composed of Mexi-
cans: (a), the Mexican National
Union; (b) the Nationalist Van-
guard; (c) the Nationalist Youth;
(d) the Nationalist Revolutionary
Action; (e), the Nationalist So-
cial Action; (f), Nationalist Anti-
Reelection Party; (g), Nationalist
Party of Revolutionary Action;
(h), Confederation of the Middle
Class; (it, Union of Veterans of
the Revolution; (j), Social Demo-
cratic Party; (k), Nationalist
Association of the United States
of Mexico; and, (1), Nationalist
Civic Action. All of these organi-
zations are national in scope, but
in several states of the Republic
there exist local groups, such as
the Mexican Legion of Social Ac-
tion, the Puebla Legion of Social
Action, and others with similar
names.

The principal groups of Spanish
fascists are the following: (a),
the Spanish Phalanx; (b), Span-
ish Renovation; and (c). Popular
Spanish Action ("CEDA").
The German fascists residing in

Mexico operate principally through
these organizations: (a), the•
N.S.R.A.P. (The National Social-
ist Party of Mexico) and, (b) the
Nazi-jugend (Nazi Youth), and
they meet in the so-called Brown
House, which is a political club
disguised as a cultural institution.
The activity of the Church is

carried on through Mexican Cath-
olic Action. This comprises four
branches, according to the age,
sex, and civil state of the mem-
bers; (a), Union of Mexican Cath-
olics; (b), Marican Catholic
Women's Union; (c), Mexican
Catholic Feminine Youth; and,
(d), Mexican Young People's
Catholic Association. The four or-
gnizations are ruled by a Direct-
ing Committee made up by the
ecclesiastical assistants constitut-
ed in a "Collegium," by the presi-
dents of the Diocesan Unions, and
by a direct representative of the
bishopric. In obedience to the in-
structions of Pope Pius XI to co-
ordinate, rather than unify, Mexi-
can Catholic Action maintains
close connections with the "pious"
organizations existing in each
parochial center. This alliance be-
tween the religious and semi-re-
ligious groups, of Catholic Action
has for its purpose the widening
of the radius of action of the so-
called "secular agitators." Vari-
ous works and services character-
istic of its numerous institutions
complete the political organiza-
tion of the Church; Dominical
masses and "holy hours"; bri-
gades of lecturers and inter-paro-
chial festivals; the observances of
Lent; the daily religious exercises
within the groups; spiritual re-
treats; apostolic works; prosely-
tizing in the home and in the
churches; and the numerous peri-
odical publications which are dis-
tributed throughout the country.

Fascist espionage in Mexico
forms a wide network, with num-
erous responsible agents and a

multitude of gratuitous and vol-
untary agents. It may be said that
the absolute majority of the
:Spaniards and Germans residing
in Mexico are fascists. The finan-
ial aid to Franco, the motion-pic-
ture propaganda in various pri-
vate establishments, the sabotage
of the Government of President
Cardenas, and the publications
maintained by the German and
Spanish merchants and industrial-
ists living in Mexico, are all acts
well known among the various
strata of the population and which
the Government tolerates because
it consider that it is amply sup-
ported by the principal social
groups of the nation, but which
the working class is closely watch-
ing and opposing wherever they
acquire the character of a public
challenge to the institutions of
fexico.

The capitalist class, for its part,
independently of the finaneial aid
it donates to the typically fascist
groups and of the subsidies which
in various forms it gives to the
so-called "independent" news-
papers, has concentrated all its
material strength in a broad pub-
licity campaign to revile the Gov-
ernment and the labor movement,
by means of magazines, pamph-
lets, mimeographed bulletins, and
leaflets, and in the formation of
company unions which lately are
tending towards organization into
regional federations, apparently
with the purpose of setting up a
national confederation, the prin-
cipal object of which is criminally
to incite the small groups of back-
ward workers against the revolu-
tionary organizations, particularly
those of the C.T.M.

In their turn, the 11e:g land-
owners and other rural proprie-
tors, in certain regions of the
country where they have the help
of the local authorities, persecute
the peasants and the teachers,
subjecting them to the most sav-
age attacks, and maintain a con-
stant unrest among the general
population, while they spread
libels and the most absurd
rumors, taking advantage of the
ignorance and the social and re-
ligious prejudices of certain back-
ward sections of the population.

Finally, not all the aides of
'President Cardenao are converts
to his revolutionary policies. The
case of General Saturnino Cedillo,
the ex-Secretary of Agriculture,
who used his Cabinet post to
carry on subversive propaganda
against the National Government,
is not, unfortunately, the only in-
stance to be found of lack of poli-
tical honesty among the assistants
of the head of the Government.
In Sonora it is public and notori-
ous that the Governor, General
Roman Yocupicio, is an enemy of
the program of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and that he is closely
allied with the landholders and
clergy of that State, as well as
with the fascists of the Southwest
of the United States and the
heads of he Catholic Church in
the neighboring states of the
American Union. In Queretaro,
the complacence of the authori-
ties in tolerating political and so-
cial activities of the clergy whioh
tend to throw the Government of
the Republic into disrepute, is
also well known. In San Luis Po-
tosi, the Governor of the State is
a faithful servant of General Ce-
dillo, who continues to impose his
will on the population of that re-
gion and who holds the working
class sbjected to the most shame-
ful oppression. In Puebla, many
functionaries of the local Govern-
ment are equally culpable. And
among the officials of the Admin-
istration, principally among the
technical advisers, a constant
campaign of sabotage and slander
against the Government they
serve is being carried on.

It is unquestionable, however,
that in spite of the existence of
these reactionary and fascist
groups and of the behavior of ver-
taM disloyal government officials„
the situation of Mexico is not the
same as that of Spain before the
rebellion rebellion of the military
chiefs who betrayed their country;
the Mexican Army is an institu-
tion born of the people to combat
the corrupt army which maintain-
ed the dictatorship of General

'Porfirio Diaz; its members stem
from the peasant masses and from
the working class; its present
leaders have contributed to the
consolidation of the revolution-
ary institutions and are not ani-
mated by the vile spirit of a
privileged caste) which was the
principal motive for the treason of
the Spanish militarists who in that
country are serving the interests
Of German and Italian fascism.
The Mexican working class is anti-
fascist. The organized peasants of
Mexico are also anti-fascists.
These three factors, more closely
united with every day that passes,
render impossible a victorious re-
actionary rebellion. Nevertheless,
the C.T.M. well knows that the
forces of reaction and of rising
fascism must not be under esti-
mated, and it does not for a mo-
ment forget what happened in
Italy, Germany, and in Spain it-
self. The C.T.M. continues its
task of organization and of bring-
ing together the principal sec-
tions of the population, and it is
resolved to prevent the flourish-
ing of a counter-revolutionary
regime in Mexico, for, independ-
ently of what that would signify
for the entire population of the
country, the event would have
serious repercussions in Latin Am-
erican as wall as among the other
countries of the world.
Through reports received from

Europe, the C.T.M. knew in good
time that Leon Trfetsky had asked
permission of the Mexican Gov-
ernment to reside in this country.
Consequently, the Confederation
made a public statement in which
it declared that it considered the
presence of Trotsky in Mexico un-
desirable, since the Russian poli-
tician was the leader of the so-
called Fourth International, he
would necessarily have to embark
on activities which, directly or in-
directly, would reflect on the pro-
gram of the Mexican working
class and the policies of the Mexi-
can Government with respect to
the most important national and
international problems; and also
because it was evident that the
tactics proclaimed by Trotsky
were in open contradiction to the
alliance between the working class
and other sections of the Mexican
population and the Government
of General Cardenas. Replying to
the C.T.M.'s statement, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, speaking
for the National Government, an-
nounced that Trotsky would come
to Mexico under the protection of
the. right of political asylum,
which the Republic considered to
be one of the positive conquests
of international law, and that his
presence in Mexico would not- give
rise to difficulties, as the exile
had engaged himself not to refer
in any way to the Mexican pro-
gram.

After this resolution of the
Government, the Third National
Council of the C.T.M., held in
Veracruz at the, end of January,
1937, after Trotsky had already
arrived in Mexico, made the fol-
lowing decisions: (a) that the
working class would accord no
special importance to Trotsky's
presence in Mexico, to prevent his
residence among us from being ex-
ploited to split th elabor move-
ment; (b), that no public meet-
ings would be organized to com-
ment on the presence of Trotsky
in Mexico; (c), under no circum-
stances to demand Trotsky's ex-
pulsion from the country, as the
responsibility of his being in
Mexico had been left with the
Government of the Republic; and
(d), to send a circular, drafted
by the National Committee, to all
the organizations of the C.T.M.,
explaining the differences exist-
ing between our Confederation
and Trotskyism, for the proper
orientation of the members of the
C.T.M. and which could be used
as a basis of discussion of the
case in union meetings.

In fulfillment of these decisions
of its National Council, the C.T.M.
explained to the workers of the
country the profound differences
separating the C.T.M. from
Trotskyism, and made its deci-
sions in this respect known to
the labor organizations of the
American Continent and to the
International Federation of Trade

Unions, of which the C.T.M. is
member, The Trade Union Inter-
national, as well as the labor or-
ganizations of this hemisphere,
approved the policy of the C.T.M.
on the questions of Trotskyism
and of Trotsky's presence in Mex-
ico. and gave it wide publicity in
various organs of the press, as a
result of which the C.T.M.'s posi-
tion was communicated to all the
workers of the world.

Trotsky has made use of his
stay in Mexico to attempt to
cleanse himself of his sins and to
parade himself before the Mexican
People as the only true guide of
the working class, in spite of the
fact that the attitude of the
C.T.M. and the action of the Mex-
ican workers have placed him in
a complete vacuum. The Mexican
worker consider Trotsky an en-
emy of their tactics of struggle,
because of his numerous state-
ments to the national and foreign
press in which he attacks and
libels the French workers, the
Spanish workers, the Internation-
al Federation of Trade Unions,
and all those sectors of the work-
ing class which support the theory
of the people's front against fas-
cism. He also attacks the gov-
ernment of the Spanish Republic,
the Nationalist and unified Gov-
ernment of China, calling the
above-mentioned labor organiza-
tions and the governments which
are fighting for the independence
of their countries, agents of the
Government of the Soviet Union.
In this he is driven on by the
persecution complex from which
he suffers and by his uncontain-
able hatred for the leadess of the
U.S.S.R.

His friends in the United States
came to Mexico one day in a
group to judge Trotsky. They
lived together, worked together—
the prosecutor and the judges—
and together they acquitted
Trotsky after a series of meetings
which, by their grotesque farcical-
ity and their false sentimentalism,
convulsed the entire people of
Mexico with laughter and even
drew the censure of the country's
reactionary press, which has been
Trotsky's best ally since he came
to Mexico. The C.T.M. was offi-
cially invited by Trotsky's friends
and judges to judge their culprit
friend, but it refused to lend dig-
nity to the farce by its presence,
and so informed the labor organi-
zations of all countries. This at-
titude of the Confederation has
doubtless increased Trotsky's
hatred for it and especially for
Comrade Vicente Lombardo Tole-
dano.

On November 2, 1937, writing
from his house in Coyoacan,
Mexico, Trotsky addressed a let-
ter to all labor organizations, in-
sisting on his policy of the de-
struction everywhere of the tac-
tics of the people's front, declar-
ing that the world labor move-
ment is suffering from a danger-
ous disease,—the disease of not
following the Trotsky line—and
accusing all those who fight
against fascism without heeding
his counsels, of being agents of
the Comintern and of the G.P.U.
Consequently, such people as the
late Henri Barbusse, Romans Rol-
land, Andre Malraux, Heinrich
Mann, and other men of letters of
world prestige, the leaders of the
Labor and Socialist Internationals
(known to everyone as institu-
tions none too friendly to the So-
viet Union), and even the cor-
respondents of the great capital-
ist newspapers of the United
States, like Walter Duranty and
Louis Fischer, have all sold them-
selves to Moscow gold. The let-
ter ends calling on all the work-
ers of the world to organize
themselves against the universal
silence which has greeted the pro-
tests of its author, and, in case
the workers do not respond to his
call, he hastens to insult them in
advance.

On various occasions, Trotsky
has used statements attributed to
Comrade Vicente Lombardo Tole-
dano as a pretext for attacking
him and covering him with in-
sults. And in his latest book,
which is called "The Revolution
Betrayed: the Crimes of Stalin,"
published by Bernard Grasset, in
Paris, 1937, the director of the
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1. Origin of the
C. T. M.
EFORE the formation of the Con-

k" federation of Mexican Workers (Feb-
ruary, 1936), the Mexican working class
was divided into various groups. The
militancy of the masses had scarcely en-
tered its rebirth, after many years of
confusion and stagnation of trade-union
life resulting in part from the counter-
revolutionary conduct of recent heads of
the Government, and in part from the
treachery of the leaders of the C.R.O.M.
(Mexican Regional Labor Federation)
who, in their efforts to effect a reconcili-
ation with the political bosses of the
country, after their break with them due
principally to personal political squab-
bles, had betrayed the fundamental in-
terests of the working-class struggle
against the employers.
The General Confederation of Mexi-

can Workers and Peasants (C.G.O.C.M.)
was the national trade-union body cre-
ated at the congress of 1933 which uni-
fied the majority of the unions belong-
ing to the former C.R.O.M., as well as
other important groups of the working
class. Within a short time, it brought
about a renewal among the masses of
their faith in trade-union action; it pub-
licly and courageously expressed itself
on the most important national prob-
lems; it forced the labor authorities by
moral pressure to hand down decisions
of vital importance to the working class
of the country; and it worked zealously
for the unification of all trade-union
groups, as the only means by which to
achieve a change in the policies of the
Government with respect to the unsolved
problems of the Mexican Revolution, and
the renewal of the struggle of the work-
ing masses against native capitalists and
foreign imperialism. Coinciding with the
purpose of the C.G.O.C.M. and encour-
aged by its attitude, other trade-union
organizations were also working tenac-
iously for the unification of the working
class: the Confederacion Sindical Uni-
taria. de Mexico (Mexican Unitary Trade-
Union Federation), the National Labor
Chamber, the Union of Railroad Work-
ers of the Mexican Republic, the Union
of Mining and Metallurgical Workers of
the Mexican Republic, the Mexican Union
of Electricians, the Alliance of Unions
of the Graphic Arts, and the Alliance of
Workers and Employees of the Street-
Car Company of Mexico, as well as other
regional groups.

While this process of unification of
the Mexican working class was well on
the way towards realization, General
Lazaro Cardenas became Preeident of the
Republic, having been elected by the
absolute majority of the workers of the
country demanding an end to the sys-
tem of puppet presidents manipulated by
General Plutarco Elias Calles and the
beginning of a period of honesty and
revolutionary courage in the acts of the
representatives of the people.
By the end of the year 1935, an im-

port:ant change had already taken place
in the civic consciousness of the Mexican
people: from below, thanks to the new
spirit of struggle among the working
class, and from above, due to the atti-
tude of the new Government with respect
to the most important problems of the
country.

Urged by his friends and favorites
whose personal interests were being
threatened by the change of circum-
stances, and wiping out forever the posi-
tive aspects of his revolutionary period
(particularly his first three years as
President of the Republic), General
Plutarco Elias Calles threatened to drive
President Cardenas from power if he
did not alter his conduct, and to reduce
the working class to impotence if it con-
tinued in its legitimate task of demand-
ing better living conditions from the em-
ployers. This event, which occurred in
the month of June, 1935, accelerated the
unification of the working class.
On the same day that General Calles

published his threat in the Mexican and
foreign newspapers, the National Com-
mittee of Proletarian Defense was or-
ganized, made up of the trade-union
federations and the national industrial
unions already mentioned. The Commit-
tee branded Calles a traitor to the Revo-
lution and an enemy of the Mexican
working class, and undertook the task
of working for the formation of a new
trade-union federation which would be

the most powerful in the history of the
national labor movement, not only nu-
merically, but in ideology and tactics of
struggle as well.

Once the indispensible steps had been
taken to guarantee its success, the Na-
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tional Committee of Proletarian Defense
issued a call for the National Unification
Congress to be held from February 26
to 29, 1936.
The assembly, composed of more than

two thousand delegates from industrial
workers' organizations, intellectuals,
federal employes, and peasants, joined
together by their own efforts and, in
many cases, at the cost of genuine sac-
rifices, created the Confederacion de
Trabajadores de Mexico .(Confederation
of Mexican Workers).

II. The C. T. M.'s
Doctrine and Tactics

Within the existing regime of class
struggle, the C.T.M. is a national trade-
union united front at the service of the
Mexican working class. Its Constituent
Congress wished to guarantee the unifi-
cation of the diverse nuclei of the work-
ing class, excluding all sectarianism and
eliminating the defects of dogmatic tac-
tics and blind disci.pline as being con-
trary to trade-union democracy. As the
guiding principle of its conduct, it laid
down principle to eliminate the
feudal structure of the country and
against the intervention of imperialist
forces in the economy and political inde-
pendence of the Mexican nation, and it
summoned the other sectors of the popu-
lation to a joint struggle against domes-

tic reaction and fascism, so as to safe-
guard the historic development of the
Mexican Revolution.
Within this framework of purposes

and methods of action, which are the
objective and logical result of the eco-
nomic and social organization of the
Mexican people, the C.T.M. has worked
enthusiastically from the first day of its
existence, without, however, forgetting
its duties to the workers of the rest of
the world.

III. The Struggle of
the C. T. M.
The structure of the C.T.M. rests on

the industrial unions and the individual
factory unions. Due to the semi-colonial
character of the country, and its strong
semi-feudal survivals, large-scale indus
try has not yet achieved a high degree
of development in comparison with na-
tions of the first class. Side by side with
modern enterprises, there still exist
numerous establishments using anti-
quated machinery and employing few
workers, as well as a multitude of fam-
ily workshops and home industries which
render impossible the organization of
the workers into national bodies. For
this reason, the C.T.M. presents the dou-
ble aspect of a trade-union federation

made up of individual factory unions
and, at the same time, of industrial
unions whose jurisdiction extends
throughout the country and which co-
incide with those industries which have
the most highly developed modern
technique.
As is natural in a semi-colonial coun-

try with large tropical regions, the prin-
cipal enterprises of Mexico are the raw-
material industries and the public service
necessary to the commercial interchange
on which in part its economic life de-
pends: mining, oil, the electrical indus-
try, railroads, automobile transport, and
the cultivation of tropical fruits and
other produots typical of the soil. The
increasingly defined and determined
purpose of the Revolution to fight for
the economic independence of the coun-
try, has resulted in recent years in a
pronounced development of domestic
manufacturing, to which have been
added the so-called "montage" indus-
tries, which import raw or semi-finished
materials from the most important in-
dustrial countries to meet the demand
of the Mexican market. The principal
industries of this class are textiles,
shoes, prepared foods, chemicals, and
automobile assembly plants.

IV. Statistics of the
C. TM.
At the end of its second year of life,

the C.T.M. includes a total of 3,594
separate organizations, composed of
workers in agriculture, the raw-material
industries, manufacturing, transport,
wholesale and retail trade, banking, and
of salaried professionals and technicians,
as well as of peasants who have received
land ni the form of ejidos. (1)
The total number of individual mem-

bers of the C.T.M. is 945,913.
The factory unions, the Sections of the

national unions and organizations, the
peasant communities, and the other or-
ganizations of the C.T.M., are united in
each of the States of the Republic in
Regional Federations to the present
number of 32.
The following are the national organi-

zations: the Union of Railroad Workers
of the Mexican Republic; the Union of
Oil Workers of the Mexican Republic;
Union of Sugar and Allied Workers of
the Mexican Republic; the National
Union of Telephone Workers; Union of
Paper Workers of the Mexican Republic;
Union of Electrical Workers of the Mexi-
can Republic; Union of Educational

Workers of the Mexican Republic; Na-

tional Federation of Motion-Picture
Workers; National Federation of Textile
Workers; National Federation of Gov-
ernment Employes; National Confedera-
tion of Professional Associations; the
Alliance of Unions of the Graphic Arts.
In accordance with the Constitution of
the C.T.M., the national federations are
required to transform themselves into
national unions of the corresponding
branch of industry, made up of as many
sections as there are centers of work
controlled by the members of the or-
ganization, since this form of structure
is more efficient in defending the inter-
ests of the working class than the old
form of independent unions associated in
a national federation, particularly as the
Federal Labor Law empowers plant or
industrial uions to celebrate collective
contracts with their employers, whereas
the federations of unions do not enjoy
this right.

Within a short time, and keeping pace
with the economic development of the
country, the national unions still to be
formed will be constituted, such as the
National Union of Tobacco Workers, the
National Union of Banana Workers, the
National Union of Auto Transport Work-
ers, and others of lesser importance; in
this way, solid bonds will be forged be-
tween the vertical organizations of the
principal branches of industry and the
horizontal organizations composed of all
the workers residing in each of the
states of the Republic.

V. The Temporary
Split in the C. T. M. •
The C.T.M. represents a trade-union

united front which is subject to the dis-
cipline of the various directive organs of
the Federation, ranging all the way from
the executive committee of each factory
union to the National Committee, Be--
cause they failed to remember this fact,
the members of the Communist Party of
Mexico who belong to some of the affili-
ated unions, tried to impose their criteria
on the decisions of the trade-union
executive bodies and attempted to con-
trol mechanically the leadership of the
organizations, a circumstance which pro-
duced a serious split within the C.T.M.,
culminating in the withdrawal from the
Fourth National Council, in April 1937,
of those organizations in which the in-
fluence of the Party members was
strongest.

In reply to this attitude, the Fourth
National Council resolved to fix a period
within which the dissident organizations
would have to accept the validity of its
decisions and empowered the National
Committee to suspend those organiza-
tions which did not obey this ruling; it
confirmed the C.T.M.'s independence of
all social or political organizations, to
which it denied any right to interfere
in the solution of the C.T.M.'s problems;
and it issued a call to the Communist
workers, in their character of members
of organizations of the C.T.M., to sub-
mit unconditionally to the decisions of
the directive organs of the trade-union
institutions in preference to their Party
commitments, for the purpose not only
of maintaining th2 unity of the C.T.M.
but to make possible the fulfillment of
the vast program which the Confedera-
tion has laid out in relation to national
and international problems.
The Plenum of the Central Committee

of the Communist Party of Mexico, held
from the 26th to the 30th of June, 1937,
recognized its errors and resolved that
the decisions of the Fourth National
Council of the Confederation should be
obeyed. The Party revised its tactics and
assured the National Committee of the
C.T.M. of its loyal cooperation to
strengthen the Confederation's internal
unity and to see to it that the decisions
of its representative bodies and institu-
tions were respected. Shortly after the
Plenum, the dissident organizations re-
turned to the Confederation. On the
basis of the unity thus re-established, the
C.T.M. has been able to cope success-
fully with the great problems confront-

VI. The Struggle
Against the
Employing Class
The employing class of Mexico is di-

vided into two groups: hte national capi-
talist class, made up of Mexicans and
foreigners settled in the country, and the
aggregate of the emissaries of the great
forign trusts which have money invested
in the Republic. Imperialist capitalism
controls the principal sources of the na-
tional wealth: mining, metallurgical
plants, oil, the electrical industry, tele.

(I) Ejido is the name given to lands restored
or granted to rural communities or peasant
groups as a result of the Mexican agrarian
revolution nad land reform. The peasants thus
benefited by the agrarian reform are called
"ejidatariea." _
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phonic communications, a part of

the railroads, and the most im-

portant branches of tropical agri-

culture. The benefits these com-

panies bring to the country re-

duce themselves to the wages of

their workers and the taxes paid

the government. Their profits, on

the other hand, are enormous, as

they are based on concessions ob-

tained almost gratuitously in van -

our periods, through diplomatic

pressure on the Mexican Govern-

ment or through deals made with

dishonest functionaries, as well as

on the low wages paid their work-

ers. Statistics show that the im-

perialist companies have recov-
ered several times over the capital

invested in their Mexican enter-
prises and that proportionately
they pay lower taxes here than in
their country of origin, while the

Mexican workers they employ are
held in conditions very far from
equaling the living conditions of

the workers of the same indus-

tries-in the home countries of the
• great trusts.

The national capitalist class,
.although it is also excellently sit-
uated in the matter of profits, due
particularly to the protective tar-
iffs which make foreign compe-
tition impossible, does not enjoy,
,nevertheless, the wide margin of
profit of the imperialist enter-
prises,- except when it is able to
form monopolies which raise the
!cost of living of the Mexican peo-
ple and hold back the technical
progress of industry.

The reactionary sectors, eternal
ciinemies of the material and moral
betterment of the masses of the
,people, and partisans of foreign
!intervention in the internal prob-
lems of the nation, complete this

• picture of the political and eco-
nomic composition of the coun-
try. These sectors control the
principal means of communication
of ideas: the churches, the
schools, and the press. Allied to
the national and to the imperial-
ist capitalist class, they undertake
.to combat all governmental meas-
ures tending to improve the liv-
ing conditions of the working
class; to falsify the aims of the
'workers; and to devise more effic-
ient methods of nullifying the few
benefits which the wage-workers
of Mexico receive as thefruit of
thin constant struggle against

• their exploiters.

With the birth of the C.T.M.
:and the Administration of Gen-
eral Lazaro Cardenas, two events
foreshadowing a new ascendant
'period of the Mexican Revolucion,

;the capitalist class began tenac-
,iously to resist the legitimate de-
.mends of the workers, simultan-
eously presented in many
branches of industry with the
confidence that the Government
would not take reprisals against
them, as had happened under past
administrations. Moreover, it un-
dertook to create an atmosphere
of unrest throughout the country
employing every means of propa-
ganda for the purpose of present-
ing the Government as Commun-
ist and the C.T.M. as an organiza-
tion controlled from Moscow,
doubtless cherishing the hope of
provoking political disorders that
Would render impossible the pro-
gram of the Government and the
labor movement, through the in-
tervention of foreign forces which
the capitalist class was attempt-
ing to incite against Mexico.

Under these conditions, the
C.T.M. began its struggle for the
ecommic betterment of its mem-
bers, focussing its demands on
these concrete objectives: to ob-
tain lands not only for pasant
communities, but for the hacienda
peons as well, collectivizing the
labor of the ejidatarios and mech-
anizing agriculture; and to in-
crease wages and improve the so-
cial services of the industrial
workers, including all the work-
ers of the various branches of pro-
duction.

11111. The Strikes
of 1936 and 1937

International statistics of labor

atonflicts reveal that in boom or
irecovery periods for the capital-

ist class, as well as in periods of
ipolitical guarantees for the work-

strikes increase considerably,

while in periods of economic de-
pression or of political repression,
the workers tend to diminish their
demands: on the theory that the
struggle should be more intense
at those moments when the em-
ployers cannot refuse to accept
their demands or when there
exists the possibility of receiving
justice, whereas under a hostile
government or in periods of eco-
nomic crisis, when it is impossible
to raise the living standards of
the masses, the working class
must limit itself to the conserva-
tion of gains already acquired.
This has been the experience of
the United States during the
Roosevelt administration, of
France under the government of
the Popular Front, and of Spain
throughout the republican regime,
except for the times when the Re-
public was dominated by the con-
servative parties.

In Mexico, after long years of
repression and persecution of the
working class (not withstanding
the efforts of the governments
which preceded the present Ad-
ministration to disguise their
true character with occasional
demogogic phrases), the working
class concluded that the unifica-
tion represented by the C.T.M. on
the one hand, and the advent of
General Lazaro Cardenas to the
Presidency of the Republic on the
other, offered wide perspectives
for the masses, and it proceeded
at once to demand the fulfillment
of its undeniable rights which had
not been fulfilled by the state.
And as the capitalist class, as we
pointed out above, was determin-
ed to resist the working class and
even to undertake an offensive
against it, numerous conflicts
were provoked. The principal aims
of the labor demands were the
increase of wages and of social
services, the standardization of
working conditions in the various
branches of industry, and the in-
crease of the number of compul-
sory collective contracts of a re-
gional and national character.
Here are some interesting fig-

ures: towards the end of the Gov-
ernment of Venustiano Carranza
(1920), thre were only 173 strikes
In:- the Republic; in the first gar
(1921) of th Administration of
Gneral Alvaro Obregon, who had
promised the working class to de-

fend its interests,_ the number of
strikes increased to 310, but rap-
idly declined; at the beginning of
the Government of General Plu-
tarco Elias Calles (December,
1924), there were 136 strikes, but
the following year they diminshed
to 51; in 1926 they dropped to
23, in 1927 to 16, and in the last
year of his Administration they
were reduced to 7. At the begin-
ning of the provisional Presidency
of Emilio Fortes Gil (1929),
strikes increased again to 14, and
under President Ortiz Rubio
(1930) almost the same number
wag maintained (15 strikes in the
whole country), dropping again,
in 1931, to 11. When the Gov-
ernment of General Abelardo
Rodriguez began in 1932, strikes
increased to 56, only to fall once
more to 13 in the following year.
Due to the action described above
of the General Confederation of
Mexican Workers and Peasants
(G.C.O.C.3.1.) and to the renova-
tion of the national political at-
mosphere with the presidential
campaign of General Lazaro Car-
denas (1934), strikes increased to
202; in 1935, the first year of

the Administration of General
Cardenas, there were 642 strikes;
and in 1936 there were 659. Of-
ficial statistics for the year 1937
are not yet available.

It Is during these last two years
(1936-37), however, that the
most important strike movements
registered by the Mexican labor
movement have taken place. The
most significant conflicts were
the following:

The strike against the paper

factory of the Compania de San
Rafael y Anexas, the only impor-
tant paper mill in the country.

After six months, the company ac-
cepted its workers' demands.

The strike against the "Atlas"

bard-fiber factory of San Luis

Potosi. This conflict, which last-

ed, with interruptions, more than

three years, ended with the ex-,

propriation of the plant and its
delivery to the workers, who have

Organized a producers' coopera-

tive financed by the National

Labor and Industrial Develop-
ment Bank.

The strike against the Mexican
Light and Power Company, Ltd.
This enterprise, owned by Brit-
ish capitalists, furnishes electric
current to the City of Mexico and
to several important industrial
regions in the States bordering on
the Federal District. The strike
bgan on July 16, 1936, when the
company refused to better the
economic and social conditions of
its- workers, and lasted ten days,
at the end of which period the
company accepted the economic
demands of the workers, which in
their aggregate amounted to an
annual incrase of 980,000 pesas
over the contract then in force,
and the other demands of a trade-
union and social character which
notably increased the size of in-
demnities for occupational risks,
length of vacations, pension priv-
ileges, and medical services.

The strike called by the work-
rs of the subsidiary companies of
the Standard Fruit Company,
which monopolizes' the purchase
of bananas in the State of Tabas-
co, the principal producing region
of this fruit in Mexico. The pur-
pose of the strike was to force
the company to reedgnize the ma-
jority union of its workers, organ-
ized to replace the former craft
unions which were constantly em-
broiled in disputes fomented by
the company itself. The strike be-
gan on January 2, 1937, and
ended January 28, with a com-
plete victory for the workers.

The general strike of agricul-
tural workers on the farms and
plantations of La Laguna (a reg-
ion comprising the border district
between the States of Durango
and Coahuila), the principal cot-
ton producing center of the coun-
try and the most important agri-
cultural- region of Mexico, for in-
creased wages and a collective
contract to include the entire reg-
ion, in order to standardize the
living conditions of the peasants.
The strike began on August' 18
and ended on August 31, when the
Government decided to apply the
Agrarian Code 'to the Laguna reg-
ion and turn over the farms and
plantations to the peasants in the
form of ejidos. In the history or
the struggles of the Mexican
working class against the semi-
feudal organization of the coun-
try, this strike is the greatest YlV-
tory thus far registered.

The general strike of the oil
workers against the foreign oil
companies, demanding a collective
contract for the entire industry.
After more than six months of
private discussions with the em-
ployers, which were wholly un-
successful, the strike was declared
May 28, 1937, directly affecting
25,000 workers and paralyzing
many of the economic activities
and public services of the coun-
try. It was called off by the
workers on June 10, after they
had obtained an offer from the
companies of an increase of 13,-
000,000 pesos a year over the
existing contracts, as a tactical
measure to permit an investiga-
tion of the financial condition of
the companies and to oblige them,
through a judgment of the Fed-
eral Board of Conciliation and
Arbitration, to accept the other
demands they had refused. The in-
vestigation was carried out and
the report of the expert commis-
sion appointed by the Labor
Board was published; the Board
condemned the companies to aug-
ment their previous obligations
to the workers by 26,000,000
pesos a year and to sign a single
collective labor contract for the
whole industry. As the companies
then availed themselves of the
Constitutional right of "amparo-
(injunction), it now devolves on

the Supreme Court to confirm the

judgment of the Labor Board or

to rectify it. The C.T.M. has

complete faith that the Supreme
Court will maintain intact the de-

cision of the Board of Conciliation
and Arbitration, since this tri-

bunal scrupulously followed the

form of procedure stipulated by

the law. In the annals of the

struggles of the Mexican working
class against foreign imperialism,
the victory of this strike implies
the most important triumph
achieved to date.

The general strike of the bak-
ery workers of the Federal Dis-
trict, to oblige the baking com-
panies to recognize as the sole
representative of their interests
the unified organization into
which had been merged a multi-
tude of formerly existing small
plant and craft unions, as well as
to obtain a collective contract for
the whole industry, The strike
began January 3, 1938, and end-
ed January 7, with a complete
victory for the woilkers.

The strike of the railroad work-
ers against the National Railroads
of Mexico, Inc., for the fallowing
grievances: the company's refusal
to revise the collective labor con-
tract, to pay the wages of the sev-
enth day of the week (the com-
pulsory day of rest) to - its office
employes, and to accept other
trade-union and economic de-
mands. A few minutes after the
strike began, at 5 o'clock P. M.
on May 18, 1936, the Federal
Board of Conciliation and Arbi-
tration declared it illegal. On
learning the decision of the Board,
the Union of Railroad Workers
ordered the disciplined return to
work of the strikers, which was
carried out, as had been the strike
itself, almost in miliary fashion,
providing a valuable example of

dignity and strength. This event
resulted in a definitive cohesion
in the ranks of the railroad work-
ers, which secured the payment
of their demands a few weeks
later and, finally, the Govern-

ment's nationalization of the rail-
roads, which within a short time
will be turned over to the Union
to be managed by the workers.

The strike of the workers of
Monterrey's glass factory, "La
Vidriera," in Febrary, 1936, for
the recognition of their union.
Assuming the role of standard-
bearer of the city's capitalists
(Monterrey being the most im-
portant industrial center of the
native capitalist class, as its fac-
tories are owned wholly, by Mexi-
cans), the company replied to the
strike by organizing a lockout in
all industries and commercial

houses, together with a public
demonstration in connivance with
the Catholic clergy, to attack the
Government of the Republic and
the C.T.M. The strike _ended in
a victory for the workers, and the
general conflict was terminated
after a sensational statement by

President Cardenas in which he
condemned the "illegal and un-

patriotic" attitude of the Monter-
rey capitalists.

VIII. Increase
of Wages and the
Cost of Living
One of the first victories

against the capitalist class

achieved By the C.T.M. was the

amendment of the Federal Labor
Law making payment for the
weekly day of rest compulsory on
all employers. With this con-
quest, wages were increased by
16.66 per cent. Later, the Con-
federation secured the raising of

the legal minimum wage for un-
skilled workers in many regions
of the country, as wage rates are
fixed separately in Mexico in
each municipality. The average
daily wage of unskilled workers
in 1934-35 was 1.25 pesos; in

1936-37, it rose to 1.50 pesos;
and in 1938-39, while it is sfill

impossible to make an exact cal-
culation for the entire country, it

may be assumed that it has risen
proportionately to the increase of

the previous two-year period.

The capitalist class began an
immediate offensive against the
workers to wipe out these wage
increases. The process, interna-
tionally familiar in those coun-

tries in which private property and
tree competition exist, was that of
raising the prices of necessary

consumption goods, not only in
the proportion of the wage in-
crease but to such an extent that
very soon a serious crisis, tending
to develop into a general eco-

nomic crisis, was produced. The

C.T.M. presented a technical

study to the Govermnent, pointing

out the causes of the crisis and
proposing concrete immediate and
future policies to lessen the con-
sequences of the disequilibrium.
Even though for a long time the

Government made no reply to the

C.T.M.'s study of the cost of liv-

ing, the President of the Repub-

lic, in his message to Congress

of September 1st, 1937, acknowl-

edged that the causes of the crisis,

as well as the measures necessary

to combat it, were those pointed

out by the Confederation in the

month of April of that year.

The C.T.M. continues to fight
resolutely against the high cost of

living and to insist on the adop-

tion of the measures it has sug-

gested in order to reduce as far as

possible the effects of the crisis,

which has all the characteristics

of a premeditated campaign of the

capitalist class, since the profits

they have made in recent months

are far greater than those of the

preceding five-year period.

In spite of all these obstacles

and as an incentive to the working

class to continue its struggle for

higher wages, statistics show

(Appendix 3), that the deficit of

the minimum wage in relation to

the cost of living has measurably

diminished for unskilled workers.

The problem of the moment con-

sists now in the struggle for an

increase in the wages of skilled

workers proportionate to he in-

crease of the minimum wage.

Labor legislation in Mexico is so

deficient in this respect that only

powerful trade-union action can

defeat the maneuvers of the em-

ployers to check the demands of

the working class for better liv-

ing conditions.

IX. Wages and
the Nutrition
of the Mexican
Working Class
The complaint against low

wages in Mexico has not only a

political but, above all, a scien-

tific justification: statistical data

(Appendix 4) prove that the cost

of living in Mexico for a family

composed of five members, with

the medium diet corresponding to

a daily wage of four pesos, im-

poses a constant weekly deficit

which has been steadily increas-

ing in recent years. In 1934 the

deficit was 4.60 pesos; in 1935 it

was 4.77 pesos; in 1936 it in-

creased to 6.73 pesos; in the sec-

ond semester in 1937 it reached

8.45 pesos, while in January of

1938 it had risen to 9.28 pesos.

These date demonstrate that the

absolute majority of the working

population of Mexico lives in a

state Of permanent crisis: bad

food, bad housing, insufficient

clothing, etc., etc. The graph of

Appendix 2 indicates that the diet

of the Mexican workers is greatly

inferior to that of workers living

under sub-normal conditions in

large countries like the United

States, and even to that of un-

skilled workers of such small Eu-

ropean nations as Czechoslovakia.

If it is taken into consideration

that the principal wealth of the

country, given its semi-colonial

characteristics, is its human

wealth, the labor of its men and

women, it will be easy to under-

stand the absolute justification of

the struggle of the C.T.M. to raise

the living standards of the prin-

cipal sections of the population.

X. The Agrarian
Problem in 1936-
1937

The distribution of land among

the peasants, the fundamental

aspect of the Mexican Revolution

to the extent that it has been a

popular movement against the

semi-feudal structure of the coun-

try, has undergone profound

changes fro m1915 t 1937. Only
in the last two years has it begun

to acquire a technical and revo-

lutionary profiency which will,

within a short time, completely

transform the national economy.

At the beginning, the purpose

.of the agrarian reform was to give

the hacienda peons a small parcel
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of land with which to complement
their miserable daily wage; later
it was thought that the peasant
and • Indian villages could be
emancipated from their eternal
masters by the process of enlarg-
ing the area of the ejidos - and
thus creating a kind of caste of
small rural proprietors. In the ef-
fort to provide a solid base for
this plan, an institution of agri-
cultural credit was organized and
a law called the Law of Ejidal
Patrimony was passed with the
object of dividing the communal
lands into separate lots given in
permanent possession to the vari-
ous heads of family. As a result
of the pressure of the many peas-
ants not included in the provi-
sions of Agrarian Code, those who
have alwas cultivated the Mexi-
can haciendas and who live neith-
in villages nor in other rural com-
munities, *1 and as a reply, as
well, to the constant sabotage
-which the large rural proprietors
have carried on against the
ejidos, the most important stage
of the Mexican agrarian reform
then began: the granting of land
to the peones acasillados of the
hasciendas and of the centers of
agricultural production, and the
organization of ejidal credit and
of collectivized labor in the ejidos.
with the mechanization of agri-
culture which these imply. Conse-
quently, the agricultural produc-
tion of Mexico will in the future
depend on the production of the
ejidos, and at the same time the
peasants will not be converted
into an obstacle to the further de-
velopment of the Mexican 71evolu-
tion, as they might have been
had they acquired the character of
a rural petty bourgeoisie. The
national agriculture will thus be-
gin to become a true industry,
outgrowing the almost prehistoric
methods which still character-
ize it.

Statistics demonstrate graphic-
ally (Appendices 5 and 6) the
process of the agrarian reform:
from 1915 to 1920, the presi-
dential periods of Carranza and
De la Huerta, ;27,876 hectares
*2 were divided among the
peasants; from 1921 to 1925.
under the Government of General
Obregon, 463.038 hectares were
divided; from 1926 to 1930,
during the administrations of
Presidents Fortes Gil, Ortiz
Rubio and Rodriguez, 726,676
hectares were distributed; and in
the first three years of the Gov-
ernment of General Cardenas,
1935 to 1937, 3,893,015 hectares
have been partitioned. A total of
1,600.000 rural heads of family
have received lands.

• (1) The Agrarian Code formerly pro-
vided for the restitution and dotation
of lands only to recognized inhabited
communities of a certain size, exclud-
ing the -peones acasillados," or work-
ers housed on haciendas.
(2) One hectare equals 2.47 acres.

XI. The Most im-
portant Agrarian
Cases

Throughout the period when
the agrarian reform did not yet
constitute a serious threat to the
rich land-owners of the country,
the national capitalist class and
the imperialist forces were not
openly opposed to it. On the con-
trary, after the first few years of
uncertainty, during which it was
not known exactly what was the
true social purpose of the agrar-
ian legislation, they applauded
the program of the Government
which economically and political-
ly was favoring their interests
But at the beginning of the latest
stage of the agrarian reform, they
have not only raised their protest
inside and outside of Mexico, but
at present they are carrying on a
stubborn struggle against the Ad-
ministration of President Lazaro
Cardenas and the action of the
working class, attempting to re-
verse the evolution of the country
to the time when the Revolution
had not yet discovered the certain
means of improving the material
and moral level of the great
masses of the population.

The most important cases solved
up to the present time, in accord-
ance with the new sonception of
the agrarian reform, are the fol-

. lowing: • • •

The Case of La Laguna. In

this region, the economic im-

tance of which has ahead);

been indicated, the majority of

the landowners (Spaniards, Eng-

lishmen, Americans, and former

army chieftains) consistently at-

tempted to prevent their peons

from receiving the benefit of the

agrarian legislation, and even

succeeded in inducing the Govern-

ment to feign compliance with the

Agrarian Code by the creation of

Ejide Districts out of areas of

uncultivated land, in order thus

to guaranty the indefinite main-

tenance of the swollen profits de-

rived from their properties. Their

eagerness for profits, their con-

stant refusal to improve the con-

ditions of their .wage-workers, and

the fact that the richest of them

were absentee owners, obliged the

C.T.M. to carry out a general

strike in the region which result-

ed in the application of the

Agrarian Code and the partition

of the lands among the former

peons. The peasants are now

working the land collectively,

conserving the form of the divi-

sion of labor of the agricultural

units, and they are employing the

most advanced technical methods

which the former landowners used

in their properties. The National

Committee of the C.T.M. has pub-

lisibed several reports and studies

of the situation in the Laguna,

the latest of which will be sub-

mitted to the consideration of the

National Congress of the Confed-

eration.

The Case of Yucatan: This

State of the Republic lives by

and large by the cultivation of

henequen (sisal fiber), an export

material purchased almost entire-

ly in the United States. The Yu-

catan landowners, like those of

the Laguna, had succeeded in pre-

venting the application of the

Agrariati,Code for the benefit of

their pedis. After a bitter strug-

gle lasting many years and the

overcoming of serious economic

and political difficulties, the Gov-

ernment Of General Lazaro Car-

denas ordered the division of the

lands among the peasants, Maya

Indians in their majority, who

now hold in their hands the econ-

omy of this important region of

the country, which has achieved a

considerable degree' of technical

development,

The Case of the Yaqui River

Valley: This region is one of the

most important agricultural cen-

ters of the country, where agri-

culture has attained great effic-

iency in its methods of cultivation

and in the quality of the mach-

inery employed. Owned by for-

eigners, most of them Americans

and Germans whose badly paid

peons were constantly oppressed

by the landholders and the auth-

orities, it constituted one more

fairtress of the national and for-

eign capitalist class against the

agrarian reform. As in the case of

the Laguna, the C.T.M. hastened

the division of the lands, and at

present the new agricultural econ-

omy of the ejidatarios is being

organized.

The Case of the Mexicali Val-

ley: Belonging geographically to

the Imperial Valley, one of the

richest agricultural centers of the

Southwestern United States, this

region of Mexico was owned and

exploited by a single foreign

company in contravention of the

Article of the Constitution which

expressly forbids foreigners to

own land bordering on the in-

ternational frontier. The applica-

tion of the agrarian legislation

appeared impossible in this dis-

trict, due to the fact that the

company had prevented its peons

from living within the boundar-

ies of the property. It was neces-

sary to create population centers

with the company's wage-workers

and with other Mexican peasants,

dividing the Valley into several

ejidos, in order to rescue this por-

tion of the national territory and

restore it to the Mexican people.

In the quality of land, in the

methods of cultivation, and in the

agricultural technique used by the

peasants, now collectively organ-

ized, this case is one of the most

important examples of what the

gamer Mexican peons can accom-

plish on behalf of the national
economy and a precedent for the
future development of the agrar-
ian reform.

Within a short time the follow-
ing areas will also be divided:
the lands of the Maya River Val-
ley, near the Yaqui River Valley
in the State of Sonora; the Ger-
man-owned coffee plantations of
the Soconusco region in the State
of Chiapas, near the Guatemala
border; am.' the lands of other
important agricultural centers not
yet afected by the' agrarian legis-
lation, in order to carry forward
the national revolutionary pro-

gram of the Government and of
the working class, united in the
greatest task in the history of
Mexico: that of emancipating the
people from its domestic and for-
eign exploiters. •

Xll. Peasant -
Unification and
the C. T. M.
From the very beginning of his

Administration, President Carde-
nas undertook to unify the peas-
ants of the country into a single
body, for the purpose of facilitat:
ing the application of the agrar-
ian legislation, of reinforcing the
activities, of the National Bank of
Ejidal Credit, and od preventing
obstacles to the development of
the progral of the new agricul-
tural, economy. The Committee
for Peasant Unification has fol-
lowed the process of convoking
the peasants of the various States

.,of the Republic to the formation
of Leagues of Agrarian Communi-
ties. As soon as these organiza-
tions exfst in all the States, a Na-
tional Congress will be called
from which the National Peasant
Confederatio nwill emerge.

The C.T.M. numbers in its ranks
many unions of agricultural
workers and numerous agrarian
communities and groups of eji-
datarios, former hacienda peons
who have receied land through
the efforts of the C.T.M. The Con-
federation has cooperated in the
unification of the peasants of the
country by urging its members to
join the _Leagues of Agrarian Com-
munities. and it is awaiting the
organization of the National Peas-
ant 'Confederation in order to sign
a pact of solidarity and mutual
aid with it, which will constitute
a true -united front of the two
principal sectors of the Mexican
people, formed to struggle effic-
aciously for the betterment of the
living conditions of the producing
masses and to guarantee the unin-,
terrupted development' of the
Mexican Revolution.

XIII. Education
of the Masses

All social regimes have used
popular education as the best
means of self-preservation, by
training adepts and preventing
the new generations from taking
actions against the economic and
political structure which these so-

cial regimes represent. Colonial
Mexico had its school, which was
charged with maintaining the ma-
terial and moral dominion of the
Church; Independent Mexico of
the 19th Century also had its
school, the object of which was
to destroy the economic and poli-
tical power of the Church and to
place the individual on the ground
of free economic and civic compe-
tition in order to transform the
people into a conglomerate of free

citizens; the Revolution begun in

1910, reacted against the liberal-
ism of the national capitalist class
allied to foreign imperialism, and
reacting as well against the sur-
vivals of the feudalism of the Col-
onial Period, was primarily con-
cerned to conquer its enemies on
the field of armed struggle and
only later to organize the institu-
tions of the State. It was only
recently that it placed the urgent
necessity of reforming the public
education of the country on the
order of the day, giving to the
school the character of an instru-
ment at the service of the new so-

cial institutions which the Revo-

lution itself had constructed in 20
years of the efforts and sacri-

i
fices of the Mexican people.' • •
The working class,, an-the de-

cisive ideological factor in the
Revolution; was the first to be-
come aware of and later to state
publicly the necessity of educa-
tional reform in order to place
the school at the service of the
national revolutionary ideal of the
new Mexico. Overcoming the re-
sistance which _developed in the
very groups formed by the in-

tellectuals and the teachers, it suc-
ceeded in interesting the Ministry
of Public Education in the trans-
formation of pedagogic methods
and the political education of the
teachers. From that time on, the

educational reform acquired the
status of a problem of the first
order among the revolutionary

groups of the country, and since

then the first serious efforts have
been made to bring the pedagogic

ideas of the State into conson-

ance with the realities effected by

the Revolution in the. economic
and political fields: the Peda-
gogic Congress of Jalapa in 1932;
the Eleventh National Congress of
Mexican university teachers and
students, also held in 1933; and
the resolution of the Congress of

the National Revolutionary Party,
Qeeretaro of the same year, to

reform Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion so as to give a socialist orien-

tation to public education.

Since the reform of Article 3,
the greater and more compact

unification of the educational

workers, their incorporation into
the labor movement, and the birth

of the C.T.M., have created the
conditions for labor education
with a clear and precise revolu-

tionary tendency, which will guar-

antee the formation of new gene-

rations completely in accord with

the material accomplishments of

the Revolution.
Coinciding with the formation

of the C.T. M., the Workers' Uni-

versity of Mexico was organized.

under the direction of Vicente

Lombardo Toledano, General Sec-

retary of the National Committee
of the C.T.M. This institution has

already formed branch _univers-

ities and cultural centers in vari-

ous regions of the country. The

National Committee held a Con-

gress of Labor Education in Oc-

tober, 1936, for the purpose of

making a technical study of the

way in which the reform of Article

3 had up to that date been carried

into Practice. The Mexican Feder-

ation of Educational Workers and

the Coordinating Committee of the

teachers' unions, both of them or-

ganizations of-the - C.T.M. working

under the direction -of the Na-

tional Committee, held a Con-

gress of Popular Education in the

inonth of November, '1937, with

the cooperation of the Ministry

of 'Public Edueation. • Simultan-

eously with this Congress, there

took place the Teachers' Festivals

to evaluate educational activity

and to define the tasks of the

teachers as members of a progres-

sive government and as those re-

sponsible within the labor move-

ment for the ideological prepara-

tion of the Mexican people.

XIV. The C. T. M.
and Political
Action

In the same way that the C.T.M.

signifies the unification of the

Mexican working class and the re-

newal of the struggle against the

national capitalist class and for-

eign imperialism, the Government

of President Lazaro Cardenas

signifies the rehabilitation of

democratic methods of govern-

ment, degenerated and almost lost

through the concentration of the

political leadership of the coun-

try in the person of General Calles

for more than seven years. One

of the first acts of the present

President of the Republic was to

issue a call to the working class

to participate in the civic struggle.

promising full respect for its

votes. Still distrustful of the

Government, the working class re-

ceived the first call with litl- in-

terest. After the change In the

leadership of the P.N.R. (National

Revolutionary Party), its new

Executive Committee also ad-

dressed itself to the workers.

peasants, and intelleetuals, invit-

ing their particiuption in political

struggles and renewing the guar-

antee already offered by the Presi-
dent. The C.T.M. discussed the
question and, at this Second Na-
tional Council, decided to urge Its
members to take part in the elee-
toral campaign for the designa-
tion of functionaries in the vari-
ous organs of the Government
Since then, it has won several
municipal administrations and
deputies' seats in -local legisla-
tures, as well as 30 seats in the
Chamber of Deputies of the Na-
tional Congress. When it decided
to enter the political struggle,
the C.T.M. declared that, for the
working class, the participation ot
its representatives in the Govern-
ment did not imply a belief in
the social-democratic utopia a
the transition from bourgeois so-
ciety to socialist society by means
of parliamentary action; it stated
that the participation of its rep-
resentatives in the Government
had no greater significance than
the expression of an act of co-

operation with the present Gov-
ernment, in order to fight shoul-
der to shoulder with it against the
enemies of the Mexican Revolu-

tion; and it further made clear
that it would work for the com-

plete transformation of the tradi-
tional methods of national poll-
tics, to convert them into an hon-
est and efficient weapon in the
hands of the principal sectors 44
the people.

XV. The C. T. Mt.
and the Popular
Front

With this object of attracting
all the social forces possible to
single invincible purpose of main-

taining the new rhythm of the
Mexican Revolution, the
from the moment of its Constitu-

ent Congress, had adopted the
idea of forming a Mexican Popu-

lar Front. Not out of imitation
of what is occurring in other
countries, but due to the objeo-

tive causes in the national situa-

tion which have given rise to the
attack of the reactionary forces
and to fascist machinations
against the .Government, the

C.T.M. proposed an alliance, for

national and international social

action, to the National Revolu-

tionary Party, the Committee for
Peasant Unification, the Mexican

Peasant Confederation, and the

Communist Party of Mexico. The
invitation was accepted by. these

four organizations and discus-

sions then began as to the meet

adequate procedure to carry the
projected alliance into practice.

The experience of the recent

elections, and particularly of the
campaign to elect deputies to the
National Congress, in which the
C.T.M. cooperated with the pea-

sant organizations and with the
National Revolutionary Party,

gave birth to the idea of con-

stituting the Popular Front in

Mexico in a more stable form

than as a simple pact between

various trade union, social, and
political organizations. This ides
was formulated by President Las-

aro Cardenas and proposed by

him to the Mexican people when
he announced the radical trans-

formation of the National Revo-

lutionary Party,

XVI. The Party
of the Mexican
People
The disappearance of the Na-

tional Revolutionary Party to

make way for a political party

composed of the principal social

sectors of the country, signifies

not only the death of the P.N.R.

but something of incalculable im-

portance in the history of Mexico:.

the birth of the first truly popu-

lar party which will have tremend-

ous consequences in the develop-

ment of the working class and the

peasantry, in the identification of

the Army with the classes which-

produce economic wealth, and in

the reaffirmation of the Mexican

nationality as a force in America

struggling against all forms et

political oppression and social in-

justice.

The National Revolutionary

Party was created by General

Platarco Elias Calles when he left
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4 If War Comes Tomorrow

Saturday, April 27, 1940 VOICE of the FEDERATION Page Five

A Glimpse of Life
At Sea In War Time

Editor, 'Voice of the Federation':
I think it is the proper time to attempt to describe the picture as it would

be if America went to war tomorrow, in relation to American seamen. From
what experiences American seamen had during the last war, and the experiences
of seamen of the world during this war, the picture would be something like this:
Ali offshore ships would proceed* • 

to drydock to be fitted with guns,
and other warring implements.
Certain space would be carved up
to make room for ammunition sup-
plies. This can best be done by
making some of the men move out

4 :)f one forecastle and into another,
as cargo space is too valuable for
this • 6 •
Naval men would have to be

brought aboard the ship to man
the guns, room would have to be
made for them. So out of one
forecastle will go some more men
and into another. By this time the
average crews quarters will look
like a full box of cigars . . .

Oh, yes, a ship's brig will have
to be installed, as you can see the
necessity for. one later on . . .
As the war would "progress" a

clamp would have to be made on
the food, as most of the food
would have to be sold to the war-
ring nations to give them energy
and spirit to continue the war. So
this calls for a lot of wonderful
signs being posted all over the

, ships telling the boys to pull in
their belts and not to get caught
feeding the sea guile, or else . . .
The idea of purchasing good

tailor-made cigarettes at a no tax
price would have to be stopped, as
all American cigarettes play a big
role in war time to keep the morale
up of the generals and majors, so
the seamen will be handed a sack
Of "Dukes" dust each week, •and
told to like it or else . . .

You'll Work 12 Hours
The engineers, who by this time

will be made left-handed majors
In the Naval Reserve, will come
'below and tell John Fireman that
he will have to ,stay• below for an-
other eight hours, as the com-
manding staff has just passed a
law whereby all hands will have to
work twelve hours hereafter and to
take it and like it, or else .

The crew will call a joint
meeting to discuss the merits of
this question. Ten minutes later
all the delegates are in the brig,
and the whole gang is brought
before the skipper and charged
with mutiny on the high seas,
and conspiring to "aid the
enemy.' The Articles of War will
be read off to the boys, and
emphasis put on the piece that

' reads "Punishable by Death"
The skipper will tell you that

.- he's a good guy and will "com-
promise" by fining all hands a
month's pay .. . and to like it,
or else . . .

The ship arrives in port. All
hands will be stopped from going
ashore, as there is a cargo to be
di- Tharged and loaded. Everyone
Must pitch in and do his share or
else he is branded as a foreign
agent. After the boys get ashore
they make a rush up to their re-
spective union hall to protest.
When they get to their halls, they
will be shocked to find that their
halls have been turned into either
a jail house, a barracks, or a
school for machine gunners. They
will find that their union has
''Gone With the Wind," that their
leaders have either been bought
over to the side of War, or else
are serving their time in the Fed-
eral concentration camps .

Pay day comes around. The
commanding staff of officers
have decided that the crew must
show more patriotism for the
war, therefore insteac: of receiv-
ing their monthly wages, they
will be handed a few • liberty
bonds, and told to take it and
like it, or else . . .

At sea you will stomach the risk

of being torpedoed, shelled, mined

or bombed from the air. If you

are lucky you might pull through

without a scratch, if not you might

spend the rest of your days float-

ing around the ocean like a bottle,

(ask the English seamen about

this point). • At any rate you

might just as well, cause when
you are rescued you will be
handed another pair of dungarees
arid placed aboard another ship to
have the same thing repeated over
again. And remember, there'll be
no choosing of what ships you will
want to sail on . . .
And If You Don't Like It
If you are a tough guy that

doesn't like to be pushed around
like this, and you show signs of
resentment against the war, you
will quietly be shipped into some
infantry battalion, and in a short
time, die off with the help of a
bullet through the BACK.
Well, brothers, this is a small

idea of what we will be confronted

with if we leave ourselves be
dragged into this war to save a
few kings; and to uphold the
sacred right of Wall Street to
plunge us into war. We seamen
should declare to all those that
speak of war, to "let God save
the kings," that we Americans
don't want any part of their dirty
mess, and that we're going to
stay right where we're at and
make this country safe for de-
mocracy right here at home. Ask
the old time seamen who sailed
the seas during the last war their
opinion about this war.

Fraternally,
WILLIAM BAILEY,

MFOWWA, 4457

King-Ramsay-Conner

Labor Will Show
Its Faith in Them

April 17, 1940.
Editor, Voice of the Federation:

The sentence of King, Ramsay, and Connor reads: "You
are sentenced to serve the term of twenty years in the State
Prison at San Quentin for the crime of murder."

And thus the master frame-up artists, the California
Chamber of Commerce and it'st 
most performing puppet, Attorney
Earl Warren, finished writing an-
other chapter o" tnat most terify-
ing of horror stories, "Union
Smashing In California."

The Marine Firemen, the union
to which Earl King gave his most
excellent leadership to, and, of
which Ramsay .and Conner were
officials of, has , gone on record
to stop work on every single ship
in West Coast ports for one hour
to show labor's unqualified belief
that these three men are innocent
and entitled to an immediate par-
don. The date has not yet been
set for this stoppage of work
hour, but it will be held a few
days before the State Advisory
Pardon Board meets, on April
30, 1940.
When the hour arrives for this

stoppage of work, the thing will
happen that the masters most fear
and Which they have no control
over — MEN WILL CEASE TO
WORK. Sailors will drop from

bo'sun's chairs to the deck; the
black gang .will desert their but-
ton sets, clipping hammers, and
oil cans, and come to the surface;
the cooks will leave, the galley to
the rats.
Then will come• a, great display

of labor solidarity — the phore
side workers of .the waterfront
will :oin hands in demanding the
release of our framed brothers.
Longshoremen will drop their
hooks and the Teamsters will
hush the rumble of motor lorries
—SILENCE WILL REIGN SU-
PREME ON THE WATER-
FRONTS FROM SAN DIEGO TO
THE CANADIAN BORDER. But
out of this silence will come the
screaming, ever-echoing demand
that. the wrong done King, Ram-
say and Conner, be righted imme-
diately — THAT GOV. OLSON
GRANT THESE MEN A PAR.DON.

Fraternally,
R. W. McELRATII,

MFOW&W.

SS Cadaretta

Crew Protests The
Theft of Fans, Cots

SS Cadaretta, • 
San Pedro,
April 20, 1940.

Editor, Voice of the Federation:
We signed on in San Francisco

lor a trip to South and Central
America, and ports in the Atlan-
tic and Gulf of the United States.
We got a very good agreement all
the way around, especially in the
steward'S department.
As you know, the crew had to

go down the line for fans, cots,
etc., which we got without too
much trouble, but some of our
good union brothers in the Seattle
local of the ILWU decided we
didn't need them, so consequently
stole them, along with breaking
into .the paint locker and taking
15 gallons of paint, and also tak-
ing four or five cans of coffee and
milk from the mess room.
You would think it is hard

enough getting conditions on these
rust buckets without our union
brothers stealing them from us.
We, the crew, know it was men

working in the night gang on Sat-
urday, April 13, at the lumber
dock in West Seattle. There was

no one on board except the long-
shoremen and a few of the crew.
These fans and cots were stowed

under the forecastle head, next
to the paint locker, because there
'was no other stowage place avail-
able.

We are not directing this letter
at the whole ILWU, but at the
fet, petty larceny thieves that
throw reflection on the whole or-
ganization.

We hope you will see that this
letter is printed in the next is-
sue and that it may help to weed
out a few of thos- socalled union
brothers. If it does we, the crew,
of this ship will feel by going
without cots and fans through the
tropics that we have accomplished
something.

W. C. HARRIS,
Book 2285,
MFOW,

A. C. MITCHELL,
Book 2600,
MC&S.

C. C. CARROLL,
Book 2930, SUP.

Don't Forget Your
'Voice' Donations

Four Ships Give
Us $30.50
Donations to help cover the printing and mailing costs of

the "Voice" copies sent to the ships continued to come in
this week.
From the SS Nevadan came $3. Those donating were Jim-

my Simpson, 2435 Jerry Brikl Jr., probationary member,
both of the stewards' department, and Harry Hams, NMU
6325. All put in a buck. •
From the SS Monterey came $7.50 from the black gang

and $14 from the stewards.
The black gang on the SS Matsonia kicked through with

five bucks and the stewards on the Lurline with $15.

Fireman on Eina
Donates $5

SS Elna, San Pedro, April 15
Editor, "Voice of the Federation":
Enclosed find money order for five dollars, a voluntary

donation by myself. Half of the money is to go to the King-
Ramsay-Conner Defense Committee and the other half to
help cover printing and mailing costs for sending the "Voice
of the Federation.'

Fraternally yours,
Andres Rivera, MFOW.

A Veteran Speaks

War Incorporated
Editor: Voice of the Federation:
To the many thousands of young

men who think that war is thrill-
ing, let me say it certainly it!

You'll be thrilled when, spic and
span in your new uniform, with
shiny brass buttons, you march
down the main street of your home
town amid cheering crowds, wav-
ing flags and martial airs.

You'll be thrilled when your best
girl friend kisses you goodbye—
perhaps forever—and then forgets
you for someone else.

You'll be thrilled when your em-
ployer pats you on the back—tells
you what a brave lad you are—and
then hires someone in your place
for less wages.
No More Gal Friends
You'll be thrilled when you file

aboard ship and find your quarters
deep in the hold and your bunk
the top one—above four others!
You'll be thrilled with life boat
drill every day; the military rou-
tine — no more movies—no more
automobile rides—no more girl
friends.

You'll be thrilled on landing on
foreign soil and see incapacitated
soldiers patrolling the docks—arm-
less—legless—eyes gouged out and
jaws shot away.

You'll he thrilleil marching to
the front. First you'll hear a dis-
tant rumble, then you'll see dis-
tant flashes and then the shells
will burst around you. What a
thrill!
You'll be thrilled to see thou-

sands of old men, women and chil-
dren with all they could hurredly
gather together, trudging away
from the inferno knowing not
where—nor why.

be thrilled to see a shell
burst open your horse's guts;
splatter some of your new-found,
thrill-seeking friends in all direc-
tions to oblivion; or see them gasp
for air in a gas attack.

You'll be thrilled to see the evac-
uation stations cluttered with the
dead and dying — to hear their
cries and groans—their pleas for
a merciful death.

You'll sure be thrilled my lads—
until your head or an arm or leg
is blasted off your living carcass
—for by then you'll be dead in
every sense.

You'll be thrilled if you es-
cape alive and whole and come
home to find your girl gone—
your job gone—your future shot
to hell.
I know you'll be thrilled because

I also thought I'd be thrilled 23
years ago. I found all the fan fare
was false propaganda and camou-
flage to make me believe I was
thrilled. Much to my sorrow, I a-
woke too late to do anything about
It.

After a year and eight months

over-seas I was glad to get back
and forget I ever looked for a
thrill.

I have since learned that war is
a corporation of money-hungry
men whose greed causes dissen-
tion, disruption and violence; who
wave the flags and beat the
drums; who egg you thrill-seeking
's on to win for them more mon-

ey-producing lands at the coat of
human misery, famine, pestilence
and death,

But not misery and death for
them!

They send you and me—while
they stay home and as they en-
joyed the fruits of our labor in
peace—enjoy the fat profits war
publicity brings to their news-
papers; to their steel and muni-
tions plants; to their ships; to
their food profiteering, using as
an ,excuse the war which they
created; and to their' huge loans
to both sides so the war woud-
n't end while there Is still a
chance to reap the harvest.
There is no Thrill
No, my lads, there is no thrill

in war. There is a thrill in a raise
in salary, a new suit, a shiny new
automobile with your girl friend
at your side—with the assurance
that dawn will bring the sun and
another thrill-packed day—that it
won't bring a hail of death-dealing
bombs—to destroy and maim.
If you want a real thrill, climb

to the highest house-top and shout,
"The Yanks Are Not Coming!"
23 years ago I thought I was

thrilled when I heard myself, a
foolish, misguided kid, singing,
"The Yanks Are Coming," but to-
day I get a real big thrill every
time I hear some one shout, "The
Yanks Are Not Coming!"

Fraternally,
Ben Kmetz,
MCS, 816.

ILD Seeks Copies
Of Letters From
Jim McNamara
Editor, 'Voice of the Federation':
In line with the campaign we

have inaugurated to bring about
the release of J. B. McNamara, we
are attempting to locate copies of
letters written by McNamara to
anyone at any time.

If it is possible, we would like
to hay you run an announcement
of this request in the 'Voice', ask-
ing those who might have such
letters to forward copies to us at
the above address.

Fraternally,
Mini Carson, Exec. Sec'y.,
Northern California District
International Labor Defense

SEND IN
YOU RLETTERS
TO THE VOICE

`114-Day' Rule Gags Crew
(Continued from Page 1)

Commission ships forbade the crew
from "bringing into the daily life
aboard any of our ships any con-
tacts or discussions of any political
nature whatsoever."
Here's the letter received from

the crew of the SS President Gar-
field:

SS President Garfield,
New York, N. Y.,

April 18, 1940.

Editor, 'Voice of the Federation':
While at sea, enroute from Ge-

noa to New York, on Sunday, April
7, at a regular meeting of the
MFOW8EW Assn. on the SS Presi-
dent Garfield, a motion was passed
that a radiogram be sent to one
of the California members of the
House of Representatives protest-
ing any change in the Wagner
Act.
The following radiogram was

drafted by a committee, submit-
ted to the other departments, con-
curred in by them, signed by the
three delegates and filed by my-
self at the Purser's office that
evening:

"Representative Lee Geyer,
"Washington, D. C.
"Crew President Garfield vigor-

ously protest any change in Wag-
ner Act.

F. Williams, engine.
D. Greenberg, deck.
L. Randall, stewards."

I was told at the time that the
message would first have to be
censored by Captain A. W. Alt-
kin. An hour later the message
was returned with the informa-
tion that the captain would not au-
thorize its transmission.
The other two deelgates and my-

self immediately went up to see
him. We explained to him what
the Wagner Act is and how im-
portant it is to labor that the act
remain unchanged. We suggest
that his objection might lie in the
use of the word "crew" and offer-
ed to substitute the words "unli-
censed personnel." 1-115 replied that
that was not his objection, but that
"We don't want any politics on this
ship."
We could not persuade him oth-

erwise and there the argument
rested for the time being.

The gang was pretty indignant
about the whole thing and several
courses of action were proposed
upon our arrival in New York. Ru-
mors of these proposals must have
reached the captain's ear (we
made no effort to be sure that
they would) because two days later
when we again approached him
on the subject his manner had vis-
ibly changed. After 15 or 20 min-
utes' argument about the political
rights of American citizens and the
status of seamen on ships of a
government-owned steamship com-
pany he finally 0. K.'d the mes-
sage. To save his face he had us
make the change which we had
originally suggested; substitution
of the words "unlicensed person-
nel" for the word "crew."

I can understand how he, as a
"loyal stooge" for the steamship

owners, would not desire to see
any political action on the part of
labor, but to use such dictatorial
methods in an attempt to suppress
such action savours more of a fas-
cist country, rather than of the
United States of America where
were are all supposed to enjoy

'equal political rights.

Captain Aitkins' action has di-
rectly infringed upon our 'consti-
tutional rights as American, citi-
zens. The Bill of Rights 'explicitly
guarantees us the right to petition
Congress and our message to Rep.-
resentative Geyer certainly %%min
be considered as such. -In addition
his action constituted direct inter-
ference with legitthiate union ac-
tivity. The fact that our. message
was finally sent does not and' the
case one whit because for two
days the captain dictatorially. de-
nied us our rights. A delay-ot two
days under different circumatinces
could have made our 'message use-
less. •

It seems to rue that the ques-
tion raised by this case' Is' -very
important and especially :to, the
seagoing unions. Our Main battle
today Is on the legislative front,
not the waterfront. If praatioes
like this are allowed to continue
unchallenged we will be seriously
crippled in our effforts to retain
our present conditions and to make
any future gains. I believe that
this should be taken up by the
Federation and the several seago-
ing unions with the steamship
companies and our right to -send
such messages clearly established.
All ship's masters should be in-
structed that they are not to' cen-
sor, delay or stop any crew mes-
sages that can be construed as le-
gitimate union business. •
I hope that this letter may serve

to start the ball rolling and am
Fraternally yours, •

FRED S. WILLIAMS, No. 1040
Black Gang Delegate
SS President Garfield.

Jurich Reports on Trip
(Continued from Page 1)

This was a definite victory for

the fishermen.

We also sought and secured
additional employment for resi-
dent fishermen in Cook Inlet.
The Copper River and Prince

William Sound group did not seek
a revision of the regulations.

In Southeast Alaska certain
minor changes were secured
which will benefit resident fish-
ermen.

Brother Vigem. and myself
were unable to prevail upon
Department of Interior officials
to change their attitude on the
Bristol Bay curtailment regula-
tions.

In the herring, industry, we
'found the fishing industry had
accepted the 1940 regulations for
Kbdiak a n d Prince William
Sound, but were seriously con-
cerned about Southeast Alaska
where the entire operation has
been closed by the bureau for
the current season: Groups in-
cluding plant operators, boat
owners, shore workers and fisher-
men were united on a program of
opening one plant to carry out
scientific investigations and to
use up the inventory of the plants
in that district. To date, no reply
has been forthcoming f r o in
Charles Jackson, acting commis-
sioner of fisheries, on this. prob-
lem.

Chief Job Now on Political Field
We received the fullest coop-

eration from the CIO Maritime
Committee and its secretary,
Bjorne Hailing. This committee
consists of representatives from
the NMU, ACA and other CIO
maritime unions who devote their
full time to legislative work on
behalf of all CIO maritime and
fishing unions. We also received
excellent cooperation from the
CIO national office.

Many maritime workers and
fishermen have doubts of the ne-
cessity of such political action. I
learned while back tliere that our
chief job from now on must be
on 'the political field and that in
order to do more effective work
in this respect we've got to de-
vote a lot more time and money
to this kind of work than we have
in time past. The curtailment reg-
ulations are an excellent case in
point as to why we've got to
activize ourselves in the political
sphere. The maritime unions, too,
are confronted with ever bolder
attacks by the shipowners to de-
stroy their organizations and are
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coming more and more to recog-
nize the necessity for increased
political activization.
We found that the CIO Mari-

time Committee has done an ex-
cellent job in establishing itself
and knows all the ins and outs
of the national capital. Without
the aid of this committee we
would have been helpless. With
its help we were able to meet
the various members of the
Washington and California con-
gressional delegations, Secretary
Ickes and other officials of that
department and Commissioner
Jackson and his aides.

While engaged in my work in
Washington I ran across a neat
little example of high binding
which serves as an excellent ex-
ample as to the lengths big busi-
ness will go in its greed for
profits—and the devil take the
hindmost. I learned that Ceneral
Foods, subsidiary of General Sea-
foods, had been granted $200,-
000 to establish a shore plant in
Newfoundland with the exclusive
privilege of an are% 15 miles
around their plant for a period of
22 years. The output of this plant
Is 15 to 30 million pounds an-
nually for processing fish which
under the Treasury Department
decision permits it to enter the
United States duty free.

The effect would be to prac-
tically destroy the New Eng-
land fisheries and deprive New
England fishermen of their
livelihood, as it would be im-
possible to compete with the
cheap Newfoundland labor.
This goes to show how the em-
ployers take full advantage of
the political sphere of activity
and why our organizations
may do likewise to protect our
members.

I also appeared before the
House Committee on Merchant
Marine and Fisheries and testified
against passage of the Dimond
Bills. These are bills which Alas-
ka Delegate Anthony Dimond has
introduced calling for the exclu-
sion of outside labor working in
the Territorial fishing industry.
These bills, under the slogan of
"Alaska for Alaskans," are aimed
at organized labor generally and
the fishing unions and UCAPAWA
In particular. They are the brain
children of the absentee mining
and packing interests in whose in-
terests Dimond is working, while
he pretends to be a great friend
of the residential Alaskans.
But let some of this phony leg-

islation be enacted into law and,

East
our organizations be destroyed
and the residents of Alaska will
find what a great "friend" they
have in the packing and mining
interests—and in their tools,' the
Di moods.

I also worked in behalf of the
pollution bill and appeared before
the committee with representa-
tives of CIO maritime unions
seeking passage of a bill for .a
marine hospital in San Pedro, in-
troduced by Congressman Geyer
and a bill for a tuberculosis hos-
pital in California, introduced by
Congressman 'Welch.

1 also learned that the Dies
Committee union busting drive
Is more serious than we realized
out here on the West Coast.
Being closer to the scene of its
activities back there, I could not
help but be impressed by its
threat to organized labor under
the palpably phony' guise of
looking for Communists.
I also learned that, in addition

to being a vicious drive against
organized labor, it is a lucrative
personal racket for Martin Dies,
who is going around the country
making red-baiting speeches for
$500 a speech, sometimes more.
Certain people have protested this
but the interpretation by other
congressmen is that Dies is en-
titled to whatever the traffic will
bear.

The people in the East are not
as well organized politically #13 on
the West Coast on the question of
war and cannot make themaelves
heard as effectively through Leuch
mediums as th, LNPL. WCF..and
the Voice of the Federation...

However, a sullen resentment
strongly indicates that . the rank
and file of the Eastern peopia do
not want an:, part of war and are
fearful of United States involve-
ment. They, are very wary of the
recent moves of our state depart-
ment which are anything but im-
partially neutral. This is indicat-
ed by the numerous rank and file
letters which appear constantly in
the reactionary daily papers de-
manding in no uncertain' terms
that we keep out of Europe's:war.
The voice of John L. Lewis car-

ries a tremendous amount of

weight in that section of the
country and, in view of the large
scale industries while only a few
war industries prosper, and, the
general reactionary trend of our
government, the CIO legisfatiVb
program of jobs, security" and
peace is enthusiastically received
as it sweeps over the East..
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They Tallied To The Governor

Here's the rank and file delegation from the Firemen's Union which called on Governor Culbert L. Olson last

week to explain labor's demand for a pardon for Earl King, Ernest Ramsay and Frank Conner. In the group were

William Bailey, John Quadres, Joe Dezon, Bill Henderson, Fred Petsolt, J. Peterson, Al Milker, A. Ward, R.

McDonald, D. Giacormo, A. Cruz, F. Spitze, D. Garvine, F. Vaitkaites, D. Spears, H. Theil, L. Athiana, D. Aguirre,

V. Cunningham, B. Bell and 0. Petersohn.

Soshul Kolum
We are getting accustomed, these days, to seeing more and more firemen strike

out for themselves in other vocations, stirred, no doubt, by ambitions of personal advance-

ment, the necessity for chance, the opportu nity to live a fuller and more joyous life, and,

last but not least, by the well known biological urge.
Thus we see Brother Frank Giza blosso ming out by securing unto himself a comely

wife, and planking down the ac-
cumulated wages and overtime large groups of men out of work, Flood Bros.into a partnership in Paddy

they were pleading for the sup-
Ryan, well known emporium or Send in Bids
soft and hard drinks on Califor- port of the 

maritime unions for

nia street. them to ride the gravy train by 
On the third group which was

Frank mixes a mean torn col- obtaining the Pacific Argentine opened to both foreign 
and domes-

lins, and, of course, packs the Brazil service from the maritime 
tic bidders, competition was spin -

book of the Bartenders Union ted, and again ranged from the
commission.

now. sublime to the ridiculous.
* * * This recollects a parallel in The ships were the Galveston,

Out on Laguna street, well- the case of a guy charged with

known Brother Ike Schneiderman general hocus, mocus, and pocus,
has likewise sunk his accumu-

and deeds of derring-do with the
lotted overtime and stored away

Wages into a grocery store-ac-
womenfolk, who countered with

quired likewise a wife, and is the classic defense that certain
`generally living the life of Riley. items of masculi

ne equipment have

Up in Seattle more than a score no conscienc
e.

of the boys are working over at 
Thus, in this particular case,

the Boeing plant and are making 
the McCormick Steamship Corn-

out all right, doing their stuff party proves a shipowner has no

towards turning out bombers for con
science. Both deals are moti-

democracy. The majority of these vat
ed by the idea of making

lads have *a goil friend in the dough.

background likewise. 
On the one hand, selling the

ships, throwing men out of
▪ * * work to cash in on the chances

Olson Ready of making a quick profit, and
turning a truculent scowling

To Sign visage to the unions involved.
Well, on the wider. front, On the other hand, capti-

during the week, the Oliver J. ' vated by the idea of making
Olson Company neared comple- dough by operating ships on

tion on readying the Corrales the South American run, turn-
for the steamschooner trade. ing a pleading, grovelling, men-
She will be renamed the Bar- dicants supplication to the self-

bara Olson. same unions to obtain their
The company has also bought assistance to get on the gravy

the old whaling ship California, train.
and will recondition her too. Well, you figure it out!
The Coquina has also been * * •

purchased, and probably will Bids in Forbe renamed the Oscar Olson,

Ole Olson or Axel Olson. Take Idle Freighters
your pick! We can't figure out the varied

* • • manner in which steamship corn-
Sad to say, our hopes for panies bid on vessels owned by

crews to man the Makena and the Maritime Commission. Last
Mahukona, long idle Matson line week, for example, bids were
rust accumulators, were doomed opened in Washington for a
to disappointment, as the Matson dozen idle freighters.
Navigation Company sold the The first group of four vessels
pair to French interests, were the Janelew, .Mosella, Nar-

T h e McCormick Steamship cissus, and Jalapa. On the Jane-

likewise threw a whole bunch of lew the low bid was $21,00
0, evi-

men on the beach as sales were dently a product of some 
wishful

pushed through to completion for thinking on the part of th
e Ma-

the West Planter, scheduled for rifle Construction Company of

delivery up in the northwest next New Orleans, and the high 
bidder

week, the Wallingford, Nunami was the Luckenbach Steamship

and Brookings. Company, with $198,245.

At the same time as the Mc- There's a long stretch of dol-

Cormick Steamship Company was lars between those two bids,

selling these ships, throwing brothers. Other bidders were the

   Weyerhauser Steamship Corn-

I The Place to Eat and Drink- pany, $150,180; A. C. Dutton

Lumber Company, $103,000;

GOLDEN TAVERN Henry P. Malloy, New York,

27 $101,000 .
On the Mosella Luckenbach,

EMBARCADERO, S. F. was tops again, with a bid of

MIKE MULLALY, Prop. $189,340, followed by Weyer-

hauser, $159,580; Henry P. Mal-

by, $101,000; Dutton Lumber

Company, $97,000, and Marine

Construction Company, $21,000.

On the Narcisscus Weyerhauser

0. B. OLSEN' S bid $144,660; Dutton, $107,000;

RESTAURANT-TAVERN Malloy, $101,000, and Marine

' 98 Embarcadero, S. } 1 
Construction Company, $21,000.

The sole bid on the Jalapa was
ILWU Supporter Weyerhauser with $141,980.
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* * *

According to the bidding, it

looks as if Luckenbach will get

two ships, the Janelew for $198,-

245, and the Mosella for $1 89,-

34 0, while Weyerhauser will get

the Narcissus for $144,660 and

the Jalapa for $141,980.
Whether the Luckenbach

Steamship Company will operate

these ships the gulf run or in

the North Atlantic trade is not

yet certain.
'Anyway, out of the whole shuf-

fle, it seems certain that we will

obtain two ships to supply West

Coast crews on.
* * *

On the second group of four

ships, no West Coast operators

hid, as these ships are to be opera-

ted as a unit, probably from the

East Coast or the Gulf to Africa

or the Meditteranean.
The ships were the Bayou Chi-

co, Sallan, Yapalaga, and Monroe,

for which the Waterman Steam-

ship Company hid $570,000, and

the Ocean Dominion Steamship

Company (Aluminum Line) coun-

tered with $445,000.

Oldham, Tolosa, and the West

Kedron.
On the Galveston, Winchester

and Company of New York, bid

$128,000, while Flood Brothers of

San Francisco ran a poor second
with $63,000. On the Oldham, Win-

chester bid $124,600, while Flood
Brothers placed a bid for about

one third of that amount-$43,-

000.
Flood Brothers were looking

at the two ships with the idea
of operating them from the Pa-
cific Coast to South Africa.
Well, there are a few potential

jobs for us coming up there, if

they get busy and rake in a ship

or two.
In the case of the Tolosa, evi-

dently a ship in fair condition, top

bid came from the British firm of
Runcimans, Limited, London-
$267,000, trailed by Winchester
and Company, $238,000, Compania-
Transatlantica Central Americana,

Panama, $180,000, the Union Gulf
Line, $160,000, and the Robinson
Steamship Company of New York,
$5,000.
High bid on the West Kedron

was the Winchester Company,
with $221,600, Compania Transat-
lantica Central Americana, $200,-
000, another Panamanian outfit,
the Compania de Nevigacion In-
teroceanica, $130,000, and Union
Gulf Line, $13,000.
Looks like there'll be no West

Coast jobs out of that little deal.
* • *

Talk4ng about the Charles R.
McCormick being in the thick of
things over in Bergen, reminds Us
that Nick Lollo is oiling on that
benighted tub.
Latest reports are that she

sneaked out of Bergen and took
shelter in one of the outside
fjords.
Fragmentary reports also indi-

cate that trouble in big chunks
happened on the SS Ewa, of the
Matson Navigation Company, char-
tered to the Isthmian Steamship
Company for a round the world
voyage. From what we can gather,
the boys had a mighty sour skip-
per and bum conditions, and they
finally decided they would prefer
to go ashore and go in the brig
in Port Said than to continue on
with the ship.
A British crew was supplied at

Port Said, and the ship is on her
way to the Gulf.

• • •

The motorship West Cusseta is
also reported to having heaps of
trouble over in the Western Paci-
fic. She broke down seven times
coming around from New York
to Seattle, and broke down again
on the way over to Japan.
This time so irrevocably was

the main plant out of commission
that the Baltimore Mail Line boat
City of Los Angeles towed her for
ten days to Yokohama. Incident-
ally, after completing the tow,
the City of Los Angeles celebrated
by going aground herself.
Yep, we do have fan on these

hyar ships, stranger!

Don't Forget Your

"Voice" Contributions-

We Need Them,

World War Veteran
ILWU, 1-10's Florist Suitable for Unions,100% Union 

Lodges and Affairs 1Otto's Florist 1
• 2081 Mission St. 14

Phones: Un. 2234; MA. 9202

Visif San Quentin
Brothers Dino Lang, Jerry

Lacey and Walter Stack, together

with Steve Nelson, former political

commander of the International

Brigade in Spain, drove over to see

King, Ramsay and Conner last

week. Found the boys in fine

spirits and glad to see such old-

timers as Lacey and Lang, who've

been sailing this Coast since 1921.

Brother Conner particularly would

like to see Prefontaine and other

of his old shipmates.

MCS News
In Marine
Hospital
L. Comes, 1833: Jos. L. Fernandez,

322; Adam Sax, 2198; Joe Garcia, 954;
M. Rubio, 200; A. Marki, 457: C. Long,
1259; B. Smith, 2660; Y. Nakamara,
497; A, Mulqueen, 2604; D. Bennett,
703; Fritz Lyndorf, 1118; Paul Schickle
jr., 2193; J. M. Kneisler, 678; Nick
Torvas, 766; A. Jackson, 656; J. Lenty,
385; A. Kong, 807; j. Casey, 1127; A.
Holmberg, 368; A. Gonzales, 1169; J.
Fairchild, 863; H. Wolczynski, 1365; E.
Klinger, 546; E. A. Cranston, 470; Fred
Bruck, 200; D. Steward, 2530; R. Bow-
ie, 1706; J. Genereauz, 1023; M. David-
son, 1262; E. M. Rolls, 1132; G. Epting,
I; T. Ryan, 1324; W. Eder, 467; H.
Fisher, 945; Clara Anderson, 950; John
Nelson, 480; Rene Winkeler, 943; T.
Walsh, 1106; Chew Lai, 1924; Henry
Chang, 1863; Gee Soon, 1003; J. P.
Murphy, 1114; J. 0. McArthur, 2679;
T. Colway, 1383; J. A. Kelly, 839; Carlo
Denena, 1301; E. J. Murphy, 2170; Jam.
Hersey; J. Collins, 1974; II. Ruggles,
1302; Win. Hammond, 1850.

S. F. Ships
San Francisco, Shipping Week

ending April 20:
Chief Steward 
Cabin Chief Steward  1
Second Steward 
Cook and Steward  3
Chief Cook  4
Second Cook arid Biker  6
Messman  10
Cabinman   4
Galleyman   3
Janitor  
Waiter  15
Bells   3
Elevator Operator  2
Telephone Operator  1
BR's  2
Scullions   8
Porters   2
Assistant Linen Man 
Third Butcher   1
Second Baker  1
Fourth Baker 
Pastry Chef  1
Chief Pantry  1
Nile Cook 
Assistant Laundry  1.
Assistant Cr. Cook  1
Steerage Waiter  1
Third Steerage Cook  1
Larder Cook 
Total Men Shipped 91
Registered  131

MCS Greets
Canadian Seamen
By a unanimous vote of the

headquarters meeting, Thursday

nght, the Marine Cooks and Stew-

ards instructed the secretary to

send the following wire:
To Canadian Seamen's Union

Toronto, Canada
The Marine Cooks & Stewards

Association of the Pacific Coast

with 5,000 members, sends

greetings and best wishes for

success in your attempt to bet-

ter wages and working condi-

tions for Canadian seamen.

E. F. Burke, secretary

The Yanks Are
NOT Coming!

SCOTT1S111
RITE 4

MEETING
Temple Association4

1290 Sutter St.

+ 4

MLS
I 1

Firemen . . . Stand By!
A coastwise special meeting will be held at 10 a. m.,

Saturday morning, to take action the final proposals of
the shipowners committee of the Pacific American Ship-
owners Association.

The coastwise negotiating committee, comprised of
A. H. Ward, Portland; Bert Coleman, Seattle, and J. J.
Quinn, San Pedro, together with the secretary and as-
sistant secretary, have been meeting with the shipowners
for the past week.

In the first meeting, a complete schedule of wages,
based on a twenty per cent up-.0 

ward revision, was submitted, basis of the steam schooner
This contemplated a basic wage wages-for firemen of eighty-
of $90.00. for firemen, $100.00 for five dollars per month. '
oilers. The former proposals dur- Such was the status of nego-
ing negotiations in October were tiations on Thursday afternoon.
$100.00 per month. The negotiating committee feels
T h e shipowners offered a it can recommend to the mem-

counterproposal calling for the bership to accept the standby
standby pay to be raised from pay, the increase in the overtime
$6.40 daily to $6.80, plus a ten rate, the ten per cent for the key
per cent raise in the offshore men, provided the wipers, the
wages and overtime rate, and a firemen, the oilers, and the wat-
five per cent raise in the wages ertenders get a better offer.
and overtime rate on the Alaska The increase per month for the
ships. chief electrician on the President

This proposition was rejected Coolidge, for example, on a ten
by the committee, and a counter per cent basis, would be twenty
proposal was made based on a dollars. He would go from $210
$12.50 to $15.00 raise for the to $230 per month. Most other
lower wage groups, and a ten key men would get a fifteen do!-
per cent raise for the top brack- lar a month kickup.
eta. The final offer of the shipown-
Again in the process of argu- ens will be submitted by them on

lag, proposing, and counter pro- Friday, and will be sent airmail,
posing, the operators submitted special delivery, to San Pedro,
the same proposal on the stand- New York, Portland, Seattle,
by rate. (This was tentatively ac- Honnlulu, and Baltimore, so that
cepted by the committee). In ad- members in those ports may also
dition, they proposed a flat seven express their opinions on the pro-
dollars and fifty cents per month positions.
raise on both the offshore and Standby, gang, ten o'clock,
Alaska ships, an increase in the Saturday morning.
offshore overtime rate from All crews on ships in the
seventy cents per hour to eighty harbor must attend the
cents per hour, and a ten per

leaving on board
cent increase on the ratings earn-
ing over $100.00 per month, only such men as are abso-
worked out, of course, to the lutely necessary for the
nearest five dollars. maintenance of steam and
Again we countered, on the the safety of the vessel.

Firemen Visit Olson
(Continued from Page 1)

act as _spokesmen - Brothers

Bailey, Quadres, Dezon and Hen-

derson.

After a 40-minute conference,

Governor Olson asked for time to

read the briefs and record and to

study the case, declaring: "You

all know my attitude toward

labor, and my actions on the Tani

Mooney case. I can say to you

all that I WILL NOT ALLOW A

MAN TO REMAIN IN PRISON

WHO IS INNOCENT."
In the delegation were, besides

the committee: Brothers Fred Pet-

sol, J. Peterson, Al Milker, A..

Ward, R. McDonald, D. Giacor-

mo, A. Cruz, F. Spitze, D. Gar-

vine, F. Vaitkaites, D. Spears, H.

Theil, L. Athiana, D. Aguirre, V.

Cunningham, B. Bell and 0. Pet-

ersohn.
Gathered around the governor's

conference table, Bailey at once

told Olson that "we don't want

to take up any time with techni-

calities, but to present to you

what King, Ramsay and Conner

meant to our union, and what the
union mean to them."

"King a Real Leader"
"Earl King, while secretary of'

the union, did his utmost to pro-

mote better conditions aboard the

ships for our members. Since King

came into office everyone can

truthfully say that the organiza-

tion among the firemen has in-

creased, that the living and work-

ing conditions of the men aboard

I he ships, 'became workable and

livable . . . Earl King was not

just a leader of the Marine Fire-

men, but an able leader among

the maritime workers as a whole.

'While he was in office he

fought against any and all at-
tempts of a few men to take
control of the union, but insist-

ed the control must remain in
the hands Of the membership,

In other words, rank and file

control ... King was an I ardent
enemy of vigilantism, and gang-
sterism of any form in the labor

in o v e mu e n t. He constantly
preached against such practices

and taught the firemen the fal-
lacy of that type of activity.

The crime he is charged with is

directly opposite to his express-

ed policy in words and actions.

Because of his militant leader-

ship and because he was a hard

man to handle from the ship-

S. & 11. PRINTING CO.
Job Printing oi cvery Description

UNION SHOP

794 Mission St., S. F.

GArfield 3851

owners' viewpoint, this vicious

frame-up was organized.

"To prove the point-no soon-

er was King removed to jail than

J. E. Ferguson, a man who had

mad& himself popular with the

membership in the course of

King's term, took over the job of

secretary of the union. Immedi-

ately upon his taking over the
job the union funds took a slump,
demoralization took its roots

among the membership, and this

continued for quite a while.

Eventually, this man Ferguson

was exposed as a stool pigeon,

planted in the union by reaction-

ary forces to break our union.

Ferguson was kicked out, and is

now. working, most likely, for the

same people in bringing grief and

discord among the workers in

other fields.
"Ramsay was a young man,
militant and honest, whom the

fish reduction workers asked
Ion some aid in bettering their
conditions. Ramsay gave them

this organizational aid, and be-
came the head of that powerful
union. Conner was a ship's dele-,

gate, working aboard the ship.
Because he was militant, sin-
cere and honest, he was selected

to see that the contract was
lived up to by both sides aboard
ship.

"They Belong with Labor"
"Here, Mr. Governor, you have

a picture of the case in its refer-

ence to our union. It is because

of these points that anyone can
see why the shipowners ganged

up on these men to get rid of

them, with the hope that the
union would fall apart. . . . Our

unions are intact and strong. They

failed, eventually, in their obNc-

tive. But our leaders are behind

the bars. Therefore, we demand

that you release these men imme-

diately and place them back in

the ranks of labor, where they
belong."
Governor Olson interrupted

with a few questions regarding

the technicalities of the case, ask-

ing for the opinion of the delega-

tion on those matters.

Honolulu
Meetings

Marine Cooks and Stewards'
Association of the Pacific

Rudolph Eskovitz, Agent
Thursday, 6:30 P.M.

819 Ksahumany St. Phope 3077
Honolulu, T. H.

Marine Firemen, Oilers, Water-
tenders & Wipers

Stanley Mish, Agent

Thursdays, 7 P.M., Honolulu

THIRD STREET

100% Union -Meet your friends at the Marine Cafe!

MARINE CAFE
286 THIRD STREET

Make the MARINE HOTEL your home

SCHEDULE A

(Submitted April 18, 1940)

WAGES AND OVERTIME RATES

Classification and minimum rates of wages in the Engine-room

Department shall be as follows:

Wipers   $ 77.50 Per Month

Firemen  
Oilers  
Watertenders  
Firemen-watertenders
Storekeepers  
Engine-room Yeomen 

90.00 "
100.00 "

PP

100.00 "
100.00 "

,1

100.00 "
PP

100.00 "
PP

SECTION TWO
Unlicensed Junior Engineer's   $125,00 Per Month

Deck Engineers - (freighters)
- (passenger)

105.00
120.00

(machinists)
PP

120.00
1140..0000

140.00
105.00
115.00

"
"
"

"
"
"

PP

/I

IP

-1 /

Boilermakers25 

Machinists  
Plumbers

11

Utilitymen  
Engine Department Maintenance Men 

SECTION THREE
Refrigerating Engineers

(a) PRESIDENT COOLIDGE, and any similar vessel placed in

commission by operators during the life of this agreement:

Third ''   

$127050..0000 Ppe Mo, MonthChief Reefer 
Second "  

155.00 ''

(b) American President Lines 535's, 502's, MATSON IA, LUR-

LINE, MARISPOSA, MONTEREY, and similar vessels:

Third 

$111458500...000000 Per Monthth

Second
Chief Ree,f,er 

IP

(c) STAGHOUND, FLYING CLOUD, RED JACK, and similar

vessels

Chief Reefer  $180.00 Per Month

SECTION FOUR
Electricians

(a) PRESIDENT COOLIDGE, and any similar vessel placed in

commission by operators during the life of this agreement:

Chief Electrician  

Junior PP 140.00 "

Pie:. Month

Second

PO
Fourth a 

$ 200.0000211557055 . . . 0000 '

,/

11

Third PO 

. 

(b) MONTEREY, MARIPOSA, LURLINE, MATSON IA, and simi-

lar Tvhesirsdels :

Chief Electrician  
Second ,,

Junior 

PO 45.00 " 

$112572550...000000 Per Month

t I

  1Fourth
PP   140.00 " 

t I

(c) American President Lines 535's, and similar vessels:

Chief Electrician  $155.00 Per

Second //  140.00 "

Third PP  125.00 "

Month

(d) American President Lines 502's, and similar vessels:

Chief Electrician  $155.00 Per Month

(e) Motorships MISSOURIAN and CALIFORNIAN:

Chief Electrician  $200.00 Per Month

Second "   140.00 "

(f) Motorship WILLMOTO:

Chief Electrician   $180.00 Per Month

(g ) Motorships CROWN CITY, WEST CUSSETA, and similar

vessels:

Chief Electrician   $200.00 Per Month

(h) STAGHOUND, FLYING CLOUD, RED JACKET, and similar

vessels: 

$200.00 Per MonthChief Electrician  
Second "   140.00 "

(i) Electricians on American President Lines 535's, 502's, to re-

ceive $25.00 per month for operating motion pictures for a maximum

of four shows per week.
Electricians, per showing of advertising pictures when company

derives a revenue from same--per showing, $2.00.

(j) Assistant electricians on American President Lines

receive $15.00 per month extra for each man, to operate sound and

music equipment. 

535's to

SECTION FIVE

On molasses tanker MAKAWELI:

Wipers  

Oilers   105.00

Pumpmen   
"

$ 87.50 Per Month

Firemen   100.00 "

140.00 "

'SECTION SIX 

The overtime rate of pay shall be Ninety Cents (90c) per hour.

SECTION SEVEN

When men are hired by the day, the rate of pay shall be

eight hours work between 8 a. m. and 5 p. m., and $1.25 per hour for

all work in excess of eight hours, and on Saturday afternoons, Sun-

days or holidays. A minimum of one full day's pay is guaranteed 
for

the first day's work, and nothing less than one-half days 
thereafter.

SECTION EIGHT 

$6.80 for

As recompense for unpleasant working condition's, two hours over-

time per day shall be paid to each member of the unlicensed 
engine-

room crew while a vessel is actually engaged in loading or disc
harg-

ing bulk sulphur or bulk potash.

ALASKA AGREEMENT

WAGES:

(a) Wipers   $ 80.00 Per Month

Firemen   • 105.00 Per Month

Oilers   110.00 " "

Watertenders   110.00 "

Combination Men  110.00 PP

Unlicensed Juniors   130.00 PP

(Aleutian, Yukon, and similar vessels)

Electricians (Denale, Aleutian, Alaka)  200.00

Electricians (Clevedon) Chief   225.00 "

Second   185.00 "

(b) The general rate of overtime shall be ($1.00) One Dollar per

hour.

WATERFRONT

2 Blocks from Union Halls

HOTEL ALBERS
46 Jackson St., Cur. Drumm

Clean Rooms-New Simmons Beds

REASONABLE RATES
Day: 25e 84 Up 1Veek: $1.75 Lit Up

L6611 CAFE
6 Sacramento

R. W. SWENDSEN

B. MICHELSEN

1
 ...............•„•.........".........................•......

B. N. Michelsen

M& F CAFE
26 Embarcadero

1San Francisco
Meeting Place for Maritime Men ;

Eagles' Restaurant
HOME COOKED FOODS

BEER

Powell and Embarcadero.

Slitter 9438 San Francisco

1••••••.•••••-••. ...... 4••••••

Patronize the

GRAND
DAIRY LUNCH

3 Market St. - 14 Embarcadero

•
"Where your credit was

good during the strike"

•
23 Years 100% Union

1208 MARKET, Corner Eighth St.
SAN FRANCISCO
OTHER OE 1, ICES

Burlingame, Palo Alto, San Jose.
Santa Boss, Sacramento

4
Service With A Smile 

ORdway 1636

BEN ROSE
MEET THE BOYS AT .. .

55 CAFE

TERRY NASH

Drinks to Warm Your Heart and a RANK & FILE BEER

55 Third Street Phone DOuglas 9778

  It• iLdiu‘A.AkAb.46.46.A..4164:A.  
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§ Joe Says:
‘ 

COME TO THE

MARIN HOTEL & RESTAURANT

k FOR CLEAN, COMFORTABLE ROOM AND BEST 
MEALS

146 --- EMBARCADERO - 148
LIIIIARIPMVAPIIIIIIIAVAINIMI//ARIMAKAIIAMIAIIKIA
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San Pedro Section
1 
.111FP Condemns
:Guttersheet
Labor Herald'

1 SAN PEDRO.—The AFL harbor "Labor Herald" was
branded "misrepresentative of labor" in a resolution unani-
„nously adopted by Southern California District Council No.
4 of the Maritime Federation.

The resolution declared:,

"Whereas, A certain paper call-

'ng itself the Labor Herald, has

made its appearance on our other

s e respectable waterfront,

which seems to be devoted ot the

sole purpose of slandering every-

'one and everything progressive,

ioand.

"Whereas, This same gutter-
,.sheet has seen fit to attack the
',duly elected officials of the ILWU
and the NMU,. apparently operat-
ing on the theory that a lie re-
peated often enough is bound to
ain some credence, somewhere;

.zherefore, be it
"Resolved, That the NMU

4 San Pedro Sub-Branch go on
' record condenming the antics
of this misrepresentative of

, labor, and that copies of this
resolution be sent to the ILWU
and to the Southern California
District Council No. 4, Mari-
time Federation of the Pacific,
and its component organiza-
tions.

Normacsea Clears
New War Zone
NEW YORK—The Mormacsea,

sne of the two American Scantic
ships caught in Norway vhen the
.,uropean war was extended to the
Jcandinavian countries, cleared
the mine-infested and beleaguered
vaters of the Norwegian coast
and arrived safely in New York.
Officials have been as yet unable
o contact the Flying Fish, pre-
sumably at Bergen on her maiden
royage. If she can be reached she
Will be instructed to return home.
Seven ships operated by the

...4cantic Line, last American com-
pany to service Northern Euro-
.lean ports, are affected by the
widening of hostilities. What the
ompany expects to do with these
ihips is not yet known.

S mild Frolic
With solidarity as the keynote

;nd hospitality as the theme, the
800 CIO unionists of the San Fran-
dsco -Oakland Newspaper Guild
ili welcome their fellow-workers

to one of the maddest, merriest
sbor parties in local history at

the Guild Frolic Saturday night,
ay 11, Aquatic Park Casino has

ieen reserved for the event.

•
ian Pedro Meetings

*
Marine Firemen, Oilers,

Watertenders and Wipers

J. J. QUINN, Agent

Thursdays, 7:00 P.M.
206% W. 6th St., San Pedro
Telephone San Pedro 2838

. • 
Marine Cooks and Stewards'
Association of the Pacific

J. O'Connor, Agent

' 449 Harbor Blvd., San Pedro

iii

ILWU 1-13
SAN PEDRO

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays
WILMINGTON BOWL

E. L. Bowen
Pres.

Tom C. Brown
Secy.
 1k-

Pedro LNPL
Backs
Patterson Slate
SAN PEDRO — The "princi-

ples” not personalities" slate,
headed by Lieutenant Governor

Ellis E. Patterson, was endorsed

by the Sixty-eighth Assembly Dis-

trict Club of Labor's Non-Partisan
League at its regular meeting last
Tuesday.

The club, seeking to make

abi'entee voting more conveni-
ent for seamen and fishermen,
has asked Registrar of Voters
Kerr to send a deputy registrar

to issue ballots in San Pedro
from now until the primary
election.
A request was sent to Judge

Valentine, asking for a written

opinion on the Nick Padovan case.

The next meeting of the Sixty-
eighth Assembly District Club of
Labor's Non-Partisan League will

be held May 14, in the Salon Ca-
brillo.

People's Platform
(Continude from page 3)

4. Full rights for labor.
5. No black-out of c i v11

liberties.
7. The money question, the

constitutional way of handling
It in preference of the way it is
new handled.

6. A fair deal for dirt
farmers.

8. The youth and their
many problems.

9. Free education for every-
one.

10. Public ownership of pub-
lic utilities.

11. Health for
12. Adequate compensation

for world war veterans.
Compare these 12 points with

the first five mentioned, as are
being practised by the present ad-
ministration, and there are many
more that affect seamen vitally,
such as the sale and transfer of
ships to foreign nations, for huge
profits with the go-ahead signal
from the Maritime Commission,
whose members are appointed di-
rectly by the president. Is there
any question as to who has the
program for the common people?
Labor's Non-Partisan League does
not think so, and we are energet-
ically working to see that this
program reaches the people, the
common, working people, who will
benefit by such a program.

NLRB Upholds
Guild-Hearst Strike
CHICAGO.— Completely vindi-

cating the seventeen- month- old
strike of the Chicago Newspaper
Guild against Hearst's Herald-
American, NLRB on April 13
found Hearst guilty of violating
the Wagner Act. Ruling bluntly
that the Hearst management in
brazen defiance of the law has
fostered and encouraged member-
ship in the Newspaper Commercial
Associates, the board invalidated
the present contract between the
paper and the company union.
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NEW DEAL CASH MARKET
1605 Center St.

Business Phone 5873

Residence Phones 2425, 4965W

Martin V. Tipich
John A. Mardecich

ro.O.

UNION ICE & STORAGE
ICE AND REFRIGERATORS

423 W. 18th St.

Phone S. P. 3290

SAN PEDRO, CALIF.

,PALOS VERDES
CAFE

Choice Beer and Wines
Good Food — Open from

6 a. m. to 2 a. m.
Demetrio Martinez, Prop.
N. M. U. Book No. 14442 D. D.

430 So. Palos Verdes St.

Phone 6330 San Pedro. Calif.

ANTON DESPOL
U. S. Custom House Broker
Insurance—Real Estate—Notary
Office: Fisherman's Co-Op Ass's

Telephone SAN PEDRO 4557

P. 0. Box 1241 San Pedro, Cal.

Schlitz on Tap—Bottled Beers

ALASKA INN
San Pedro's Newest Modern Cafe
Finest Wines, Liqueurs, Whiskies,
Mixed Drinks, Excellent Food

BARTENDERS
Geo. Yerkovich—Nick Baskovich

125 W. 6th St., Ph. 5454, San Pedro

Phone 2022 Night Phone 1884-J

DORAN'S
Quality Laundry Service

100% UNION One Day Service
1739 S. Pacific Ave. San Pedro. Cal.

0.41.0.0“..........4.4.0.0................00ft.

SHELL OIL CO., INC.
TOM JANKOVICH

Agent

Phone 1339

13th AND CENTER GROCERY
AND MEAT MARKET

1245 So. Center St. Phone 1240

Imported and Domestic Goods

Nick Pericich Tony Pericich
Matt Pericich Vincent Karmelich

FINLAND CAFE
427 So. Harbor Blvd.

San Pedro

Beer—Lunches—Wines

All Mixed Drinks

The Favorite Place

Shanghai Red
Cafe

Purse Seiners
Head For
Mexican Waters
SAN PEDRO — Thirty or

more San Pedro purse seiners
prepared this week to start
south into Mexican waters as
that country's government lift-
ed its ban on seine fishing and
granted temporary permits to
tuna fishermen.

President Cardenas author-
ized issuance of temporary per-
mits pending the re-zoning of
fishing areas in Mexican wa-
ters. it is not certain what
zoning measures will be insti-
tuted, but representatives from
here will remain in Mexico City
to cooperate with government
officials in establishing perma-
nent regulations so that the
Industry will not again be Im-
periled in the midst of the tuna
fishing season.

Catholic Worker
Writer
In Pedro
SAN PEDRO — Dorothy Day,

of The Catholic Worker, is visit-
ing the Southland. Her visit in-
cludes conferences with leaders
of organized labor and a continu-
ation of the investigation cover-
ing conditions relating to the
itinerant farmer and the migra-
tory worker.

Miss Day will be in San Pedro
April 26 to 29, and will make her
headquarters at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Carl R. Sheridan, 879
West Seventeenth Street. While
at the harbor she will confer with
various union labor leaders of the
harbor and Rev. Jas. McLaugh-
lin, pastor of Mary, Star of the
Sea Parish. Before returning to
New York she will visit Santa
Barbara, Pasadena, San Bernar-
dino and San Diego.

Carl R. Sheridan Is Pacific
Coast correspondent for The
Catholic Worker. Any news de-
sired to be printed in this month-
ly, which enjoys a nation wide
circulation among both Catholics
and non-Catholics, should either
be sent to him or direct to the
Editor, The Catholic Worker, 115
Mott Street, New YoYrk City,

MFP Scores
Twice In
Ketchikan

By RAGNAR A. HANSEN
Secretary, IVIFP District

Sub-District Council No. 6
KETCHIKAN, Alaska. — First

to score a victory this week
over the employers was the
Ketchikan Transport Workers'
Union No. 177. Although small in
number they found that a united
front with the Federation was to
their economic gain.

They had been seeking an
agreement with four cab com-
panies in this city and in order to
get one at all they had to submit
to arbitration. Then two of the
companies signed their agreement
and still the other two, after
agreeing to abide by the arbitra-
tion board's findings, would not
sign.
They asked for a special meet-

ing of the MFP Council No. 6, so
as to submit their cause and ask
support of strike action, if neces-
sary. The council voted 100 per
cent support of strike action and
the Alaska Cab Co. and the In-
gersoll. Cab Co. were notified
that unless they signed the agree-
ment by 12 o'clock midnight
April 7, they would be met by
picket lines.

Pickets had to be established
but by 10 o'clock Tuesday a.m.
the e4sployers came to the
union and asked to sign, so it
took economic action to make
them see the light. So even
here the employers can see ad
feel the strength of the united
front of the Federation once
again. Score:, Federation 1,
Employers, 0.
Second score of the week

came when the ILWIT No. 1-62
scored over the Ketchikan
Spruce Mills. This, however,
took a little longer, but again
a united front did the trick.
Pickets had to be placed Wed-

nesday at 8 a.m., but were with-
drawn at 8:20 to allow the mill
workers to go to work at 8:310 as
there 'was no dispute between the
two unions.

All the ILWU wanted was a
signed agreement with the mill,
the same as they had with 42
other waterfront employers in this
area.

Picket lines stayed there
throughout Thursday and Fri-
day while negotiations contin-
ued and the a,greement Avas
signed at 6 p.m. Friday, April
12, 1940.
This little beef again showed a

real united front of all unions.
The Lumber & Sawmill Workers'

Women's Auxiliary No. 1
To the Maritime Federation
Druids Temple, 44 Page St,
2nd Thursday, 2 P. M.
4th Thursday, & P. M.

Phone DElaware 6115
P. O. Box 1249

SAN PEDRO

7 UP CAFE
Where CIO Men Congregate
Owned and Operated By
ANDY MYERS

AND
NONA BUTTERY

Corner 5th and Palos Verdes
San Pedro, California

Meehan

Analyzes Convention
!Report to 149

By MATT MEEHAN, Secretary, ILWU
THE ILWU 1-19 stop-work meeting, April 19, bore out

what I have pointed out the ILWU membership on several
different occcasions when I warned them that a move is
afoot in the Northwest to weaken the ILWU District.
A large part of the membership 0 

was adopted by the convention:
1. Regarding Tacoma. That

the statement of official prin-
ciples and policies of the ILWU
in regard to Tacoma, which was
compiled in Seattle, be adopted
by the caucus. •
2. That every delegate pledge

to actively support the program
to gain a long-terns contract
for the longshoremen.
8. That we do everything

possible to build all CIO or-
ganizations aml councils in the
respective areas; also our poll-

most serious crisis in its history, tical units and the Maritime

because of the general reaction- Federation.
ary trend, locally and nationally, 4. That in the north, all sup-
and the increased efficiency of port possible should be given to

employer organizations. This is the IWA to build it back to a
only too evident by the fact that strong allied meon.
we have been negotiating with 5. That we concern ourselves

them for eight months and have with broad organizational ac-
not got to first base. tivities to assist in getting a

Our convention made a number long term, contract, ana hid -

of extremely important decisions. viduals within the locals to be

The delegates, experienced trade activitized in this work.

unionists and officials who have 66. That finances 1e recog-

been through the battle for years, nized as very important in car-

laid out what we consider a con- rying on this program, and that

structive program, which we be- we support an increase in per

lieve, is the only way possible to capita to the international and

protect what we have won and support assessments for organ-

pave the way for future gains. izing.
7. That criticism of interne-Briefly, this was the long-

terni contract, organization of tional officials and internation-

the unorganized warehousemen al policies be raised in the
to build and strengthen the proper manner through the
ILWU, the centralization of ar- placing of charges before local
bitration procedure and costs, meetings—also that criticisms
and the CIO political program by international officers be
for the coming year in order to made in official meetings.
protect the gains we have made 8. That we discard the idea
on the economic field. of rebuilding the Maritime Fed-
Now all of this is going to take eration along the lines of the

a tremendous amount of work, seven original organizations
and must have the cooperation of instead, that the Maritime Fed-
the entire membership to be sue- oration function as a coastwise
cessful. And in order to secure organization for the handling of
the cooperation of the member- coastwise matters, and that we
ship, the membership must und- emphasize organizational work
erstand it thoroughly. That stands away from the waterfront.
to reason. 9. Resolution No. 98. (Expos-

ing red-baiting as part of the
employers' program.)
That was the program adopted

at the caucus and concurred in by
the convention. That was what
the delegates should have report-
ed. But they didn't. The mem-
bership of the local didn't know
anything about it until Brother
Bridges read it to them after-
wards.
Failed to Explain Policy

All the stuff they did report
on what happened at the caucus
they shouldn't have reported on.
Because at the caucus, naturally,
a lot of heated arguments devel-
oped and there were a number of
personal attacks and. recrimina-
tions. The caucus delegates
agreed to destroy the minutes and
pledged themselves not to bring
up anything said in the caucus not
contained in the official release
contained in the convention min-
utes, and that all personal recrim-
inations were to be forgotten.

Not only did the Seattle dele-
gation fail to bring out the
policy arrived at by the caucus,
which they were supposed to
do, but brought out instead all
the personal blasts and attacks
made during the caucus which
they were pledged not to bring
out.
The net result of the delegates'

report was a blank as far as the
membership was concerned. No
wonder they are confused on a
lot of issues. It was not until
Brother Bridges explained the
whole program to them thorough-
ly that they began to get a clear
picture of it.
What the purpose of the Seat-

tle delegation was, I don't profess
to know. I do know, however, that
their actions did anything but
promote narmony, and that it cer-
tainly did the district and the
local no good. I hate to think that
the impression of the member-
ship would be. if Brother Bridges
hadn't been there to clear the
matter up.

I wish to make it very clear
that I am interested only in
building a powerful ILWU, and
will continue to criticize and
expose any maneuvers, whether
Intentional or otherwise, which
tend to weaken our organiza-
tion. I' this costs me votes, so
be it. But as long as I am dis-
trict secretary, the membership
is paying me s4o serve thein and
1'11 continue to fight for the
gsl000pd. of our organization in the
best interests of the member-

of Local 19 is confused on the

whole business. And no wonder

after having heard the report of

their delegates to the ILWU con-

vention.

I consider the third annual con-

vention, recently concluded in

North Bend, Oregon, the most im-

portant in the history of our or-

ganization to date, because at the

present time organized labor, and

particularly the ILWU, faces the

Membership Is Confused
Now one would naturally as-

sume that the delegates from any
local, in reporting back to their
local, would do their best in
presenting this convention pro-
gram, a program which means so
much to the membership, and that
they would present it as clear and
concise as possible. When the
membership of a local elects a
convention delegation, they ex-
Pect them to do just that.
The Local 1-19 delegation, how-

ever, did nothing of the sort..
After listening to their report, it
is small wonder that the mem-
bership is confused on a lot of
issues.

All the report consisted of was
a lengthy account of how the Sca-
the delegation had been "attack-
ed" by the rest of the delegates
at the convention, with a lot of
personal attacks and slurs thrown
in for good measure. It wasn't
that they hadn't prepared a re-
port, for they had and very
carefully. In fact, they submitted
a joint written report.. In it,
they did an excellent job of build-
ing up a case against the other
delegates and the district—but.
they said very little about the con-
vention program, which is what
the membership wanted to hear,
and should have heard. As a mat-
ter of fact, after listening to their
report" no one had any idea as
to what the convention program
was. They merely mentioned a
resolution here and there, sand-
wiched in between their long
harangues against the rest of the
delegates and the districts. They
created the impression that, the
convention program itself was
only of secondary importance and
scarcely worth bothering about.
What they did report on was

the longshore caucus. In their re-
port on that, they blasted the
other delegates who, they claim-
ed had attacked them. Now the
only important Mims about the
caucus was the following nine-
point policy worked out which

Union, No. 2556, AFL, refused to
go through the picket line, and
also the Sailors' Union of the
Pacific delegate on the Alaska
Transportation Company's steam-
er Taku respected the ILWU
picket line and sailed south with-
out a cargo of spruce for Seattle
Wednesday night.

This sawmill beef we believe
cracked one of the toughest nuts
In this area as it has always been
a thorn in the side of the ILWU,
and one of the most reactionary
employers here. He repeatedly
brought fort hone after the other
phoney counter proposals during
negotiations, but the ILWU was
wise and stuck to its guns.

So again we scorei. Federa-
tion 2, Employers 0.

• FINE WATCHES
and JEWELRY

EXPERT WATCH REPAIRING

JOE ROBINS
418 W. SIXTH ST.

Phone 0456 San Pedro, Calif.

Rotary Colorprint Inc.
Largest and Finest Equipped Newspaper and

Color Circular Printers in the West

Seattle-Northwest Section
MEP Tells Congressmen.,

'Ship Sales Hitting
Northwest Public'
SEATTLE—Every member of the Washington Congressional delegation

heard from Washington District Council No. I of the MFP this week how the
sale of ships to foreign interests not only beaching seamen but seriously afect-,
ing business and the public—particularly the lumber industry — in the North-
west. All affiliates are urged to take similar action. Secretary A. E. Harding told
the Con ressmen:

AFL Joins MFP
Protests To Save
Wagner Act
SEATTLE—District Council

No. 1 was actively engaged the
past week in aiding the cam-
paign to send protests to Wash-
ington against passage of the
crippling Norton and Smith
amendments. Trade union or-
ganizations in this area are
pouring in communications to
Congress demanding that the
Wagner act be saved and the
amendments defeated.
Nor has this been confined to

CIO unions, a number of AFL
unions having taken similar
action. Among these are Black-
smiths Local 106, Ship Scalers
Local 589, Machinists Local 79
and Aeronautical Mechanics
Local No. 751.
The Aero Mechs is the larg-

est AFL local on the Pacific
Coast, organized on an indus-
trial basis, and the amend-
ments requiring craft bargain-
ing units would destroy the
organization.

MFP Asks Support
For Filipino
Citizenship Bill
SEATTLE —The MFP District

Council has gone on record re-

questing all affiliates to write our

Congressional delegation urging

passage of the Marcantonis Bill

(H.R. 7239), which would grant
citizenship to Filipinos.
The Council, as well as all pro-

gressive branches of organized
labor, considers the passage of
such legislation highly desirable.
Filipinos were originally shipped
in here for the purpose of cheap
labor, and were exploited as such
for years. It is only dining recent
years, since they have organized
themselves into powerful unions
and forced the employers to pay
them a decent wage, that there
has been any discrimination
against them. At present, em-
ployer groups and their stooges
are playing up the racial angle for
all it is worth, as exemplified by
the "Alaska for Alaskans" propa-
ganda.

This is being skillfully utilized
to split the ranks of labor, exact-
ly as the racial Issue is utilized
In the deep South, resulting In
disorganization and a standard
of living about one quarter of
what we enjoy here. One of the
greatest victories for organized
labor will be the enactment of
legislation of Representative
Marcantonio's bill.

SS Monserey
H. C. Lawler, the stewards '

delegate, dropped into the of-
fice this week to arrange for a
regular subscription of 50
"Voices" per issue to the stew-
ards on this ship, the same
number the boys on the Mat-
smile and Lurline are taking.
In the engine department Dele-

gate L. Merl reports things pretty
fair in his department, but the
new quarters for the key men up
on the boat deck (the 'pent-
houses' as the boys call them) are
very hot and arrangements will
have to be made to fix them up
with vents. Particularly affected
are the quarters of the unlicensed
juniors, Brothers Kinsey, Hoff-
man and Bill Simons. Everything
else is okay.

FRANK HONEST

Dont' miss the West Coast's
most unusual Radio Program

Tune In On

KIRO, Seattle
every day from Monday thru

Saturday, at 4:45 p.m.—for

Howard Costigan's
—lively and Interesting com-

ments on the Issues of the day.

Please remember that this valu-
able radio program is made
possible by . . .

DR. L. R. CLARK

District Council

Suspension
Of Alaska
Rules Asked

‹) "Washington District Council
No. 1 of the Maritime Federation
of the Pacific, representing 15,000
members of organized labor en-
gaged in the maritime and fishing

industries in the Pacific North-
west, is seriously concerned over
the transfer and sale of American
flag ships to foreign registry.

''Not only is this practice

SEATTLE—Suspension of the

1940 regulations curtailing Bris-

tol Bay operations, was asked by

MFP District Council No. 3. at its

last meeting. The motion was

made on request of Alaska Fish-

ermen's Union.

The council went on record to

support organizations in San

Francisco which have been de-
prived of season's earnings as a
result of the Packers' action in
closing down Chignik and Kariuk
operations.
Under organization reports

Brothers Quinn, of the Ship
Salers, and Judy, of Machinists
No. 79, reported they had sent
communications to the California
Advisory Pardon Board demand-
ing pardons for Earl King, Ernest
Ramsay and Frank Conner. Judy
reported his union was donating
funds for Old Age Pension Initia-
tive 141, and urging other unions
to do likewise.

Navea, of Cannery Workers'
No. 7, reported they had already
disatched two crews on a retro-
active basis, one to W. R. Gilbert
and the other to Shepard Point.
Reopening negotiations after two
weeks' suspension. Have received
reports from Ketchikan to the ef-
fect that operators in south east
Alaska are prrpa,ring to negotiate
with dual API, cannery union.
Further received reports from

southeast Alaska that Libbys wil
not hire men from states in can-
neries, claiming there are plenty
of available men up there.

Secretary Harding and Brother
Guy Alston, of the Fish Reduction
Workers, reported on their in-
terview with Alaska Governor
Gruening. They report his posi-
tion on the "Alaska for Alask-
ans" union-busting 'program is
worse, and that he is weak on
the Federation stand.

UCAPAWA 7 Opens
Trade Union Course
-----

SEATTLE — UCAPAWA, Can-
nery Workers Local 7 has started
an educational study course in
trade unionism which is a dandy.
While under the supervision of

Al Hester, district council educa-
tional director, it is not confined
to dry theoretical lessons from
text books. Various trade union
officials lecture to the class on
s,arious, aspects of the trade union
movement.
A. E. Harding, MFP Council

secretary, outlined the develop-
ment of the West Coast maritime
labor movement since the great
strike of 1934 up to the present,
including the policy of long-term
agreements now being sought by
maritime workers.
At another meeting George

Lane and George Woolf have
been invited to explain in detail
the agreements secured with the
Canned Salmon Industry.
Much enthusiasm has been dis-

played by the class who already
recognize that now, as never be-
fore, trade unionists must equip
themselves with the necessary
knowledge to meet the reactionary
drive against trade unionism
sweeping the country on the heels
of the present war hysteria.

ON THE WATERFRONT
VISIT

PUP No. 1
905 Alaska Way

UPTOWN

CASCABIA
421 Pike St.

CABALLERO
717 Pike St.

ILWU 1-19--Seattle
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursdays
each month at 80 Pike St.

President  J. E. Doyle
Vice-President F. C. Smith
Secretary E. H. Johnson
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seriously crippling our Merchant
Marine and working great hard-
ships upon the seamen, thousands
of whom are being beached, but it
is having a serious effect upon
business and the general public.

An excellent case in point
exists at Bellingham, Washing-
ton, where the Bloedel-Donovan
interests formerly shipped over
4,000,000 feet of lumber products
monthly to the East Coast via
the facilities of the American
Hawaiian Steamship Company.
Recently this steamship concern
announced that hereafter space
would be allowed for only 1,-
000,000 feet monthly. A similar
serious condition exists in other
Puget Sound ports and Grays
Harbor as well, of course, as
along the entire Pacific Coast.
"The shipowners are motivated

solely by their lust for war profits,
which have soared something like
350% during the past six months.
Yet they have balked consistently
in granting wage increases to the
maritime workers, having stalled
negotiations for the past 8 months.
They Admit It Frankly
"The shipowners are quite frank

in admitting this is a good thing
for them. As Roger Lapham,
Board Chairman of the American
Hawaiian Steamship Company re-
cently put it, "It is not bad busi-
ness to take advantage, in part,
of this condition.' And so they
proceed, with callous disregard for
the seamen, and general public,
and with an utter indifference at
the scuttling of our Meaelasini. Nal
rine ,in their greed to amass war
profits.

"Worst of all, this policy Is
condoned by the United States
Maritime Commission, which
has since its inception carried
on a vicious anti-union cam-
paign in the name of "patriot-
ism" and is now displaying Its
true patriotism by allowing the
American Merchant Marine to
be depleted far faster than it is
being rebuilt, in order that the
shipowners may make all the
profits possible off the war.
"We trust that you will give

this most serious matter the at-
tention and consideration it de-
serves."

Fishermen Ask
Mediator in
Columbia River
SEATTLE — The International

Fishermen and Allied Workers of
America, CIO, this week had re-
quested the Maritime Labor Board
to assign a mediator to the dis-
pute existing between the salmon
packers on the Columbia River
and the Columbia River Fisher-
men's Protective Union, one of its
affiliated organizations.

St. Helens, Ore., ILWU 1-68

Meets 2nd and 4th Mondays

C. Stewart C. E. Kremer

President Secretary-Treas.

  •
Marine Firemen, Oilers,

Watertenders & Wipers Assn.
at 6. Tel. Main 6331, Seattle
Bert Coleman, Agent—Thurs.

Marine Cooks and Stewards'
Association of the Pacific

Joseph Harris, Agent, 110 Cherry
St.. Seattle. Phone ELilot 2662

 iti

Cannery Workers & Farm
Laborer's Union

Local 7 . U.C.A.P.A.W.A

Meets let and 3rd Saturday
each month at 84 Union St.,
Seattle. Pres., T. A. Rojo; See.,
I. I. Josue; Bus. Agt., V. 0.
Navea.
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EWA CREW JAILED IN EGYPT
Lurline

Firemen Condemn
SIU "Councils"
Firemen on the Lurline condemned the AFL-SIU "Joint

Council" of Marine Crafts at San Pedro on their last trip,
pointing out that this so-called "council" is just a dual SIU
move to disrupt the Maritime Federation.
Delegate J. Lewis likewise brought in the

the last Honolulu zneetitt of the.a) 
MFOW suspended former Honolu-
lu Agent Roy McCarthy for 99
years for taking a powder with
union funds and attempting to
swing Island workers to the SIU.
This action was kind of late, as
headquarters had just expelled Mc-
Carthy the week before.

According to Brother Lewis and
Whitey Haugan, in off the ship,
the big problem on this White Ship
Is how the watches should be set

in port for the watertenders—
whether they shall be on contin-
uous donkey watch or day work.
The matter is being discussed with
the union officers and the crew.
The boys are willing to abide by
any decision reached, but they'd
like to have the mattter settled.

Well known black gang mem-
bers on the ship include Brother
Sundblom, the plumber, and M.
Miller, machinist.
Here's the news from the stew-

ards' department: Several of the
boys have organized a camera club
which they're calling the "Shutta-
bugs." Here's what R. Lyn Con-
duit, MCS, secretary of the club,
hash to say about its program.

"Realizing at this time, the
Value and desirability of any and
all means of obtaining favorable
publicity in support of both our
negotiations for favorable work-
ing conditions, and the necessity
of mass organization, w e the
"Shuttabugs" aboard the Lurline
desire to contribute to that end
by taking pictures suitable to
and for the purpose of favorable
publicity.
"We are a group of men all in-

terested in photography, and have
formed a club in order to mutually
aid each other while pursuing our
favorite hobby.
"The following is a list of our

members, who in regular meeting,
instructed me to make the above
request.

"E. C. Ryan, MCS; R. L. Con-
duit, MCS; R. A. Gatto, MCS;
B. F. Hurd, MCS; 0. J. Sigrist,
MCS; C. 8. Marley, MCS; 0. K.
Goerke, MCS; A. George, MCS;
J. S. Eichenger, MCS; E. Ryan,
MCS; R. Woodside, MCS; J.
Hroza, printer and L. Wald-
smith, barber.

Free K-R-C,
Says Crew
Of Floridian
The black gang on the SS

Floridian has sent a letter to the
Governor asking that King, Ram-
say and Conner receive a full
pardon. 'These men were framed
because they had been successful

in their efforts to win improved
working conditions for maritime
workers," the letter states.
Signing the resolution were

brothers P. D. Gill, J. Castells,
George L. Gibson, John E. Watson,
A. H. Morris, J. H. Altman, Wil-
liam J. O'Brien, E. M. Clark and
Fred James Kuhl.

information that

Ohioan

New Gear
Added on
This Ship
Two new sets of gear were add-

ed to the haywire Ohioan last trip.
This makes a total of seven sets
of gear (14 winches). Looks like
thp company is trying to speed up
loading operations.
MFOW Delegate T. C. Findlay

reports the engine room on this
ship was so hot that the boys
down below insisted on raising
the ventilators above the level of
the bridge or put in a couple of
blowers on the boat deck.

Acording to the sailors and

firemen, the steward tried to fire
a couple of good cooks on this
ship because they put in for new
supplies and equipment. The Sail-
ors and Firemen are backing these
two cooks up 100 per cent.
Among the crew on the Ohioan

are: Brothers H. McKenna, R.
Piedce, J. Thorson, J. Street, Mor-
ris Fink, J. Camacho, T. M. Riv-
ers and B. Sanderson.

Here's a list of matters taken
up in the last joint meeting be-
tween Firemen, Sailors & Cooks:
(1) Better ventilation in the

engine room. (2) Order some new
oil cans; the cans now on hand
are too small and have to be fill-

ed three times for a round. (8)
Another fan for aremen's room.

(4) Order five gallons of butter-
milk with fresh milk order. (5)
Have enough Mission Bell or
Palm Olive soap for entire trip.
(8) American-made sugar, as the

sugar we now have is dirty and
coarse. (7) Want a better grade

of 'coffee, preferably' Hills Broth-

ere or Maxwell Hougb. (8) Olives
for crew. (9) New mattresses and

SS Mohasco°

Crew Backs
Up Steward
Matson tried to fire Norman

Pogue, well known MCS man, off

the Makawao last trip because he

spoke up for new equipment in
the stewards department. But the
crew went to bat 100 per cent for
Pogue and got him back on the
ship.
The crew is pretty peeved be-

cause they haven't been getting
fruit or tomato juices, generally
plentiful on Matson ships. It got
so bad that the stewards had to
make tomato juice out of canned
tomato puree.

According to Mickey Carbone,
black gang delegate, all depart-
ments likewise wanted an awning
aft. The company wouldn't go for
this because they said they plan
to sell the ship. However, they
promised to furnish the awning if
the ship wasn't sold by the time
they got to the Islands. Rumor
has it the Limeys are bidding for
the Makawao as another piece of
submarine bait.

SS Hanley

Crew Aids
Fight To
Free K-R-C
Every sipgle man on the SS

Hanley, including the skipper,
signed an airmail letter sent from
the Panama Canal to Governor Ol-
son demanding he free Earl King,
Ernest G. Ramsay and Frank Con-
ner.
This Weyerhauser vessel nosed

in at the State Terminals in Frisco
this week with a jam-packed load
of cargo. MFOW Delegate E. E.
Allen reports the ship had to leave
2000 tons of cargo in Baltimere
and another 1000 in other East
Coastports. The shortage of inter-
coastal bottoms is really catching
up with shippers. The docks all
along the East Coast are jammed
up with cargo waiting shipment,
Allen reports.
Also in the crew are Brothers

Joe Figueroa, D. McGulgar and H.
Nordstrand.

* * *

Blackie Rogers, one of the Mo-
desto boys, came through on the
Lake Frances on its last trip.

Florence Luckenkach

Matrimony Hits the
Ship With a Bang
MOBILE—The City of Bells—

Southern Bells and Wedding

Bells, has once more claimed for

its own hearts of sea-going per-

sonnel of the SS Florence Luck-
enbach.

This time none other than
that venerable old sturgeon,
Jack Tate, engine-room store-
keeper, succumbed to the stir
of the spring air, and wasted
little t i in e — routing out a
sleepy clergyman in the middle
of the night to perform the cer-
emony. All departments of the
ship join to sincerely wish you

Goodby, West Planter!
Captain II. Danskanen

stands on Pier 40 looking at
his ship, the West Planter, as
she gets up steam for what
may be her last voyage under
the American flag. The West
Planter has been sold by Mc-
Cormick to the French. Ap-
propriately enough, the num-
ber on the cement wall behind
Captain ' Danskanen is "23."
Yes, it's "23 skidoo" to the
West Planter and the 30-odd
seamen who work on her.
They'll be unemployed and on
the beach as soon as the
steam schooner is turned
over to the new owners next
month. According to H. J.
Simon, MFOW delegate
aboard, the delivery date is
May 25.

success and happiness in your
married life, Jack.

On recent voyages in the past

It happens that the "Florence"
saw other members of her crew
married in Mobile. To all appear-
ances, next voyage will be no ex-
ception—for those who doubt the
potency of the magic waters in

Bienville Square Fountain, (on

the basin of which Cupid figura-
tively sits shooting darts into the
crew of the "Flossie"—no more
Mobilians being left to shoot at)
just listen to this—Harold Bar-
ton, oiler on the "Flossie", whom
It is said, holds a lifetime mem-
bership in some bachelor-fishing
club in California, to throw his
hook (or should we say his neck)
Into the ring of matrimony next
trip. Our best wishes to you, too,

Harold.
At the present rate, it won't be

long before the entire crew of the
"Flossie" will give their home ad-
dress as Mobile.

Note: And already we are seri-
ously considering changing the
emblem on the ships stack to a
wedding bell.

J. Gormley, Eng. Delegate,
SS Florence Luckenbach.

Admiral Halstead
In From Orient

Into San Francisco with a big

load of 6opra came the old trans-

marine ship, the Admiral Hal-

stead this week. The Halstead has

been in the Orient nearly three

months and most of the gang

piled off, figuring three months

was enough on a ship like this.

Chief worry aboard were the

swarms of copra bugs that got in-

to everything during the trip

back.

A. N. Anderson was black gang

delegate aboard. Among other

crew members were Brothers

George Hendrickson, N. Hansen

and A. Miguel. The Halstead will

go out again this week. It is being
run by Pacific Lighterage and is
operated in the Orient by A-P.
Lines.

Among the well-known firemen
who signed out on the Coolidge
on on its last run was Brother
Whitey .Nelson.

SS Arizonan

Entire Crew
Asks Gov. To
Free K-R-C
The entire crew of the Ameri-

can-Hawaiian freighter Arizonan

sent in the following letter from

Cristobal to Governor Olson of

California:

"We, the undersigned crew

members of the Arizonan, re-

spectfully urge that you use

your good offices in granting a

full pardon to Earl King, Er-

nest Ramsay and Frank Conner,

members of the Pacific Coast

Marine Firemen's Union. We
feel that the above named broth-
ers, now incarcerated in San
Quentin penitentiary, have been
the victims of an employer-In
spired frame-up."
Among the crew are Brothers

C. R. Harden, deck engineer and
black gang delegate; L. H. Berry,
Ralph Johnson, L. H. Crisp, Rob-
ert Powell, F. Rosado and F.
Berge.
Here's the list of changes asked

in a joint meeting of the SUP,
MCS and MFOW on April 22:
(1) Bath and toilet rooms to be

insulated to prevent sweating.
Also to add one more toilet and
one more shower.
(2) A drinking water system

aft.
(3) Two c o w 1 ventilators, at

least 18 inches in diameter, to be
installed on each side of galley on
boat deck.
(4) A change from the present

ungranulated dirty beet sugar.
(5) Put blocks of wood in big

gear on steering-engine to deaden
sound.
(6) Stainless steel drain boards

for sink in mess room.
(7) Small cans of sardines, as

there is a lot of wastage in the big
ones.

SS Nevadan
Here's the list of demands voted

at the joint meeting of the crew
of the Haywire ship SS Nevadan,
as submitted by Black Gang dele-
gate Sam Bennett (no relations to
the well-known connoisseur of
wine by the same name):

(1) Cane sugar in place ofi
beet sugar.
(2) Soogy and paint oilers and

Deck Engineer's room.
(3) Fan in sailors' mess room

repaired.
(4) One new fan for sailors'

mess room.
(5) Ventilator in sailors' mess

to be repaireJ.
(6) Decks in sailors' quarters

and mess to be repaired.
(7) One new fan in pantry.
(8) Fresh-water lines for'ard

to be protected against freezing.

(9) New table and suitcase

racks in the firemen's quarters.
(11) Doors on oilers and Deck

Engineer's room to be repaired.

(12) Deadlights to be put in

working order.
(13) Company to furnish two

three-gallon thermos jugs and

one one-gallon thermos jug.
Among the brothers on this ship

are J. Mann, B. Knudsen, J. Aakre,

H. Hansen, N. Thomas, S. Spano-
plus, J. Berg and W. Bensilch.

Whitney Olson

This wooden construction

steam schooner was originally

scheduled to be sold to the Brit-

ish. The deal fell through and the

boys are now back on the lumber

run with it. Aboard are M. A. An-

derson, A. G. Salvow, Jose San-

ches, 3. Rojas and Johnny Taylor,

well known in San Pedro, all in

the black gang. The boys were

all very pleased to hear that all

the maritime unions, sailors,

stewards, ACA and firemen, are

all hitting the ball at the estme

time to get wage increases.

San Rafael

Duke Berberick, black gang

delegate on the San Rafael, got

off in the North, the boys report.
But before he left, he saw to it

that the quarters were painted

and fumigated. Also on this ship

is Roy Lawyer, well known MCS

man, and S. Rogers of the Sailors

Union.

City of Los
Angeles Floated

Radiograms from Japan report

that the Panama-Pacific liner City
of Los Angeles was floated in Yo-

kohama on the lth of this month

after spending four days on a

mudbank in the harbor. The ship

suffered little damage and sailed

for Shaeg.kai and Manila the next

day. Watch the "Voice" for a full

report of the accident soon.
—

Olson Buys
SS Coquina

Matson Sells
Makena and
Mahukona
At a price reported to be $55

a deadweight ton, Matson this
week sold two old rust-pots that
have been laid up at Antioch for
the last 11 years.

The, two ships, both built in
1919, were the Makena and Mahu-
kona. The purchaser was the
Compagnie Generale Transatlan-
tique of France, the same outfit
that bought five McCormick steam
schooners last week.

If the estimated price is cor-
rect the ships brought $231,000
apiece, a staggering price con-
sidering that they wouldn't have
brought $60,000 apiece six
months ago.
Both ships are now at Pier 36

in San Francisco being overhauled.
They will then go into drydock.
With Matson making dough like

this for these old rust-buckets
there's not a reason in the world
why they can't cough up with
higher wages for West Coast sea-
men.

Held In Port
Said by British

The entire crew of the Matson freighter Ewa is
being held by British authorities in Port Said, Egypt,
under charges of "insubordination", it was learned here
this week. The ship is under charter to Isthmian for
the run to the Persian Gulf.

The crew, all West Coast
Seamen, are in jail in Port
Said awaiting shipping back
to America, while a full crew of
British seamen has manned the
Ewa and is bringing her into Mo-
bile, Alabama.

— ',its of the arrest are lacking
but as soon as it was reported
here, the Marit ime Federation
wired Secretary of State Cordell
Hull. It was reported that the
crcw had asked for an advance in
the Egyptian port and when the
captain refused, they had asked to
be paid off.

Here's what Cordell Hull wired
the Federation in answer:

"State department advised on

April 7 by American Consul at

Port Said that crew of Ewa re-

fused to continue voyage and de-

manded discharge following dis-

pute with master. Police author-

iti- considered their refusal as

insubordination and only allowed
their landing under police es-
cort and on condition placed
under custody, which crew ac-
cepted. Consul was instructed to
endeavor to arrange repatriation
of crew. Further report being
obtained. Cordell Hull, Secretary
of State."

SS MaiSONS ia

Delegate's Report
Here's the report on two beefs the black gang on the

Matsonia has, as submitted by Brother E. Westfall, delegate.
The patrolman reports that both .of them have been fixed
since they were taken up:
Beef No. 1: It has been the practice for some three or

four trips aboard the Matsonia0 
upon arrival at Honolulu that
watches are broken one hour
after arrival, for the 12-4 and 4-8
watches to turn to after fire and
boat drill and work until noon,
then knock off. it is our conten-
tion that constituted a full day's
work, because, after all, brothers,
the men had to stand by after the
arrival and wait for the damned
boat drill and couldn't go ashore;
then after pulling a heavy oar all
over Honolulu harbor they had
to turn to and work until noon.
That constitutes a day's work in
any man's language.

The second assistant wanted
the fire room gang to turn to
at 1 o'clock and work until 3
p.m., claiming that that consti-
tuted the day's work. The sec-
ond wanted to fire all men who
didn't show up. at 1 o'clock.

/So we agreed to have this mat-
ter taken up and settled once
and for all in San Francisco.
We understand the lairline had
the same beef in Honolulu last
trip.
Beef No. 2: Thursday in Hono-

lulu, a day after arrival day,
cargo is to be worked from 7 to
8 a.m. The donkey watch oiler
goes up and oils winches, and the
unlicensed junior stands by in the
engine room in the oiler's ab-
sence, so both of them claim over-
time. Then along comes the first
assistant and wants to know why
the oiler is oiling winches—and
after all these trips, too! He
further insists that the deck en-
gineer should oil the winches
from 7-8 a.m. on that day, in
spite of the fact that it is neither
an arrival or a sailing day.

Minutes of Meeting
On SS Hawaiian

Here are the minutes of a joint meeting of the SUP,
MFOW and MC&S on the Haywire steamer Hawaiian, held
at sea on April 14. Brother Fritz of the Sailors presided.
Among the boys in this ccrew are Jack McCracken, black
gang delegate; A. Fernandez, Stanley Misuik, Harold Taylor
and F. Meir.
Meeting called to circler at 1:00

p. m.
Brother Fritz elected chairman.
Brother John Hudta, recording

chairman.
Deck delegate's report. Accepted

and concurred. Firemen's delegate's
report, accepted and concurred.
Stewards delegate's report, accept-
ed and concurred.

NEW BUSINESS
A motion was made that the

members of the crew go together
In obtaining disputed overtime.
Seconded and carried.

A motion was made to have a
first aid kit established in the en-
gine room. Seconded and carried.

A motion made to have the su-
gar removed from the ship and re-
placed by good sugar. Seconded
and carried.

A motion made to draw up a
resolution demanding an electric
water cooler for all ships and a
copy of this resolution be sent to
the union headquarters and a
mimeographed copy be placed
on each ship to be signed by the
members of the crews and then
sent back to headquarters. Sec-
onded and carried.

A motion made to have all ex-
posed steam ..pipes in quarters and
bathrooms be covered up. Seconded
and carried.

A motion made to have the deck
in the crew's messrooms repaired.
Seconded and carried.

A motion made that the deck en-
gineer be given a new bunk. Sec-
onded and carried.
A motion made to have the ship

fumigated with cyanide. Seconded
and carried.
A motion made to have new cots

put aboard ship. Seconded and car-
ried.
A motion made to have shelves

placed beneath mirrors in the
wash rooms to place shaving gear
on. Seconded and carried.

A motion made that the dele-
gates of each department take
up a voluntary collection for
King, Ramsay and Conner and
that it be sent to Earl King in
the form of a money order. Sec-
onded and carried.
A motion made that the three

delegates contact the chief engi-
neer to obtain more water pres-
sure in the showers. Seconded and
carried.
A motion was made that the

port steward be instructed that the
ships steward be allowed to order
fresh fruit in season, in all ports,
also fresh vegetables. Seconded and
carried.
A motion made to have the un-

ion officials of the three unions to
contact the ship and accompany
the ship's delegates to see the com-
pany officials on all improvements
asked for, Seconded and carried.
Moved and seconded that the

meeting be adjourned. Carried.
Meeting ended 2:05 p .m.

Onomea Crew Wires Olson
For K-R-C Pardon

The crew of the SS Onomea did their share toward getting
Brothers King, Ramsay and Conner released this week by wiring
Governor Olson. The wire reads: "Entire crew SS Onomea ask par-
don for our union brothers King, Rarhsay and Conner who were un-
justly convicted and imprisoned as part of shipowner drive against
maritime labor in 1936. Common decency and political honesty de-
mand immediate release of these men." The wire was signed by
Francis 0. Baird, MFOW 513, black gang delegate; Edward J.
Ryan, SUP ,2039, sailors' delegate; and Joshua Lawrence, IVMU
9268 for the stewards.

Some Bathroom!

The shower-room on the SS Eureka Is so small that Charley Beal,

oiler on the scow, has to sit down to take a shower. There's not

room to stand up in it and it's built right against the plates as the

, photo shows. In from Balboa this week with 40,000 sacks of coffee,

this Hammond ship will be handed over to a Panamanian outfit

soon. The charterers, Grace Lines, got $1 a sack for carrying the

coffee—$40,000 for the trip. Some profit! Also aboard the Eureka

were Brothers George L. Dempsey, Max Miller and Jack Stevenson.

SS Kangas

Matson Speed-Up
Hif by Stewards

The Kailua, on the sugar run from • Honolulu to New

York, is a conibination job in the stewards department, and

the present set-up allows Matson to work the steward two

hours overtime without extra pay every day, the stewards

department charges. Here's the beef as outlined in a letter
signed by Brothers William Bino,0 

2169; Andrew J. Spillane, 2384,

and Robert G. 'Martin, 2772, of

the stewards:

"On the' Kathie, the steward is

a combination cook, steward and

in addition to cooking three
meals, issuing stores linen, keep-
ing books, taking inVentories, fig-
uring costs and all the other in-
cidentals pertaining to .the stew-
ard's werk he has to 'cut meat
on this ship, and it seems that
this added Chiseling is a new.
movement of Matson to add still
more work to their combination
slaves, the cook-steward.

"With the extra demands
from the crew for still more
and more food, fresh vegetables
and extra side dishes, it actu-
ally requires at least an aver-
age of three. hours per meal to
prepare and serve them, also
menus and other. routine work
has to be done within the
spread of eight lairs.

"Now on this ship there is so
much work for the cooks that the
steward has to Olt his meat at
night, between the hours of 6:30
and 8:30 p.m., as he absolutely
has no other time to. do this. We,
the members of the crew of the
steward's department, demand
that sufficient pressure he put on
the company and collect the two
hours per day for extra work
which is rightly due him. This is
brought up not only for the bene-
fit of the steward on this ship,
but for the cooks and stewards on
all combinations jobs on all ships.
We should take a very definite
stand on this question, and if
necessary tie up a few of these
ships, particularly Matson hot-

toms, as they ai^e getting away

s
with more chiseling from time to

time, ,anotilices.uch chiseling should

stop 
at 

"Another thing we notice in

the 'Voice, of Federation' is

that on some ships messmen are

collecting overtime for serving

'pilots,' and the extra bed in the

chart room. Why can't it be

collected on Matson ships?

Why is it That the steward's de-

partment always has to do a

certain amount of extra no-pay

work without an: hope of re-

ceiving overtime, as the black

gang and the sailors always get,

paid for all overtime, but our's

always seems to get disputed or

overruled for some reason and

declared routine work within

our spreml, as per agreement or

award? .
"In our next agreemeht, if any,

wwiiitiy hon 
I
these chiseling companies,h 
notnalekto the companya 

joint
company and the

u 

bill

fare or monthly menu based upon
of

eight hours' work, also stating

whether or not meat will be...furn-

ished cut or un-cut and also write

into the agreement that no extra

ewowork 
unless 

s  overtime ?f o willr  ba,perforill-d 

"In the case of the Matson

company, due to the higher cost

of canned goods, such EIS veg-

etables, etc., this company's

policy is to place fresh undean-

ed vegetables aboard these

ships. This in addition to bak-

ing, takes up all the second

cook's time to clean them, :for

with the absence of a galley

man or scullion he also has to

wash the pots and pans, and

keep
wash_

galley scrubbed down.

President Mayes

War Felt in Africa,
Crew Reports

Even South Africa is not exempt from the war conditions

over most of Europe and Asia, reports S. Kaufman, of tile

stewards department of the President Hayes, in from 40
round-the-world trip last week. War-time regulations are in

force in Cape Town and all docks have metal fences and .
 <>guards around them.

In order to get through ontO

the harbor section you have to

have special passes. Kaufman

likewise reports that the airlsnes

in South Africa are continually

filled with both British and Ger-

man propaganda broadcasts. The

Balles: "The crew of the Pacific 

Union of South Africa is not tech

Writes NMU deck delegate Jack 

-

nically at war, but the British in-

terests seem to be doing every-
have followed with great interest
the anti-war campaign being con- thing

iethe

possible  G swingetromanshiatvie mnto ansvar,

ducted by the Maritime Federation 

w4

of the Pacific. The crew of this broadcasts appealing to the large

vessel heartily endorses this fine Boer population.
work. At a joint meeting held to- Both Kaufman and his brother

day the crew voted to purchase got off the ship in San 
Francisco.

enoughNof 
coming," 

buttons, "The Yanks Black Gang delegate on the Hayere
Brother Green of the firemen.

a

SS Pacific
Here's word from the boys on

the SS Pacific, the Argonaut Line
ship that used to run to the West
Coast for Weyerhauser. The Paci-
fic is now on its way under charter
to South Africa.

.11101.•

Don't Forget Your
"Voice" Contributions.—

We Need Them.

Oliver J. Olson company an-

nounced Friday they had purchas-
ed the laid-up Matson freighter
Coquina. The company will prob-
ably put it in the lumber trade.
Previously Olson had purchased
the SS Corrales from Matson and
renamed it the Barbara Olson.


