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WASHINGTON — A proposed Defense Department consolidation of
the Navy's Military Sealift Command and the Army's MTMTS has
raised fears of civil service encroachment on 262 ILWU jobs at the Oakland Army Terminal. The Army proposes to close down the Naval Supply Base waterfront facilities and
consolidate the work and jobs at the
area where ILWU has traditionally
held jurisdiction.
Responding to the threat, Locals
10, 34 and 75 began a telegram and
petition campaign opposing the consolidation, and Local 10 President
Robert Rohatch last week went to
Washington, DC, to reinforce the
union's determination to save the
several hundred jobs.
Along with ILWU Washington
Representative Al Lannon, Rohatch
met with Senators Hiram Fong (RHawaii), Alan Cranston '(D-Calif.)
and aides to Senator John Tunney
(D-Calif.). They also met with a
number of Congressmen, including
Bay Area representatives Phillip
Burton, William Mailliard, Jerome
Waldie, Ron Dellums and others.
Senator Fong also arranged for
Rohatch and Lannon to meet with
him and four representatives of the
military, including Major General
Clarence Lang, commander of the
Army's MTMTS, which is pursuing
the consolidation plan. Upon approval of the Secretary of the Army,
the consolidation could take effect
within 30 days—possibly by April 1.
ASSURANCES
General Lang told Senator Fong
and the ILWU that declining Vietnam tonnage and maintenance savings were the major reasons for the
consolidation from 17 to 6 berths,
but made repeated assurances that
ILWU jobs and jurisdiction would
not be affected. He acknowledged,
however, that if work opportunity
dropped drastically, it would create
"a problem." Civil service workers
cannot be fired, and have a 40 hour
guarantee, but General Lang said
that he was urging retirements, job
re-training and transfers for the
260-odd civil service workers, and
promised that no recruiting of replacement personnel was contemplated.
Senator Fong said that he was
"happy to hear that the ILWU jobs
would be retained" with civil service
being phased out. General Lang
responded by declaring that the
Army's association with the union
has been a good one and that "we
couldn't do the job without the support of the ILWU."
At the conclusion of the session,
Rohatch told the brass that the
meeting had "been of some help,
but not all that we wanted." The
waterfront locals remain skeptical
of the Army's intentions, and plan
to keep a continuing close watch on
the situation.

ILWU International president Harry Bridges swears in Local 142's George Martin as interim vice-president-director of organization.

Board Sets New Drive for Hoffa Release
SAN FRANCISCO—The ILWU International Executive Board held its
final meeting here prior to the next
biennial convention, due to open in
Honolulu April 19. That convention,
in addition to all other union business and policy making, will also
nominate titled officers and a new
executive board to be elected during
the summer.
The Executive Board, which is the
major policy making and implementing body between conventions,
unanimously voted to appoint former Hawaii division director George
Martin as interim vice president and
director of organization to fill the
unexpired tetm of the late Jack Hall.
The Board approved an International union budget and a number
of constitutional amendments to be
referred to the convention, discussed
several internal union jurisdictional
disputes, endorsed a broad labor petition drive calling for President
Nixon to pardon Teamster president
James Hoffa, and reaffirmed ILWU
support for the right of farm workers to organize.
Considerable discussion was held
concerning continuation of the organizational drives that have been
highly successful in several ILWU
areas in the last two years, particularly in Hawaii and California!
The Board also voted to continue
affiliation with the California Council for Health Plan Alternatives. This
is considered especially important
now that the labor movement is
united around the Kennedy bill for
national health insurance and
against the Nixon plan which was
characterized as a "windfall for insurance companies."
ILWU secretary-treasurer Louis

Goldblatt is also secretary-treasurer
of the CCHPA.
LONGSHORE TALKS
President Bridges gave a short report on current longshore negotiations — after stating that there's
an agreement with the employers
not to issue public statements or
press releases about the day-to-day
issues discussed at the bargaining
table.
He noted that the stickiest issue
is negotiating a work opportunity
guarantee — work or pay — covering all members of the longshore

work force, "A" and "B". Negotiations, after being broken off for
some weeks, have been going ahead
on key industry-wide issues — jurisdiction, wages, hours, working conditions, grievance machinery, pensions and welfare and several more.
Bridges noted that: "We are trying to negotiate a contract without
a tie-up; but, if it becomes necessary, that will be it." He also noted
that as things now stand the contract with the PMA must include Hawaii longshoremen.
—Continued on Page 8

Local 26 Overwhelms Boss's
Campaign Against Unionism
LOS ANGELES — Workers at Silkauf Mfg. Co., in Paramount are
jubilant over their 119 to 10 victory
vote for ILWU Local 26 in a Labor
Board election held March 5. Silkauf, a well-known manufacturer of
plastic and plastic-coated closet sets,
has been operating Under seriously
substandard rates and conditions.
The election climaxed a fourmonth campaign headed by International representative Chet Meske,
aided by organizer Earlie Barnett
and Local 26 vice president Frank
Lopez. Lopez will handle contract
negotiations with the Company.
The campaign was described by
ILWU regional director Bill Piercy as
one of the toughest he had ever experienced.
The victory adds approximately
160 new members to the ranks of
Local 26 — the majority of them
Spanish speaking. Many were some-

times under threat of deportation
but courageously supported the
union.
CONSULTANTS
The union win has special significance because it was a major setback to a union-busting campaign
encountered in several previous organizing efforts. In the Silkauf case,
two sets of highly paid industrial
relations consultants were involved.
Silkauf was supplied a complete
series of at least 20 slick, lengthy
letters which it sent to employees at
home, purporting to tell the "truth"
about ILWU and Local 26 in particular. The workers, however, saw
through the lies and half-truths
about "excessive dues, fines, initiation fees and assessments." And the
workers knew they were not joining
the union just to strike as the company letters repeatedly stated.
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Rockwell Kent Is Dead
Honorary ILWU Man
A world - famed artist — whose and his environment in Rockwell
greatest point of pride was his hon- Kent's Greenland Journal—a book
orary membership in the ILWU — of paintings, philosophy, anthrodied last week at the age of 88.
pology and a tender love for the
Eskimo
people with whom he lived.
Rockwell Kent's paintings hang in
major American and European mu- Scholars know his dramatic illustraseums. But there were other lively tions in Doubleday's Complete Works
places which were also galleries for of Shakespeare.
ILWU members know his work too
his work. Those were dock and warehouse bulletin boards along the Pa- —on the cover of the first edition of
cific Coast, and sugar and pineapple The ILWU Story and many illustraplantations in Hawaii, and union tions inside the book drawn specially
halls and the membership books of for this union. This includes the
tens of thousands of ILWU mem- powerful figure (see below) calling
bers. Union brothers and sisters will on his fellow members to' protect
long remember his dramatic, vividly their democracy and join the fight
colored poster, which was also made against fascism—"Eternal Vigilance
into small stamps, to mark contribu- Is the Price of Liberty."
tions to the Bridges - Robertson His interest in the ILWU was unSchmidt Defense Fund.
failing almost to the day he died. In
That was the poster i"Save This union files there is continuous corRight Hand" (see left) that he respondence between him and the
painted as his contribution to the officers and the then Dispatcher edfight against that 1949-50 frame-up itor, Morris Watson, in which he
trial. At that time he wrote the then showed deep concern over every conUS Attorney General that the con- flict, and great joy at every victory.
tinuous harassment of Bridges "seriIn the same spirit he joined in
ously threatened to undermine belief every fight against the establishthat we practice fair play under ment when he felt that injustice was
law."
being done. He spoke out for peace
Rockwell Kent and famed actor- continuously, and was for years
singer Paul Robeson were the first chairman of the National Council
men to be named honorary lifetime of American-Soviet Friendship.
members of the ILWU. It happened
For his courage in speaking up for
November 12, 1943, at a banquet in
what he believed, he was denied a
New York City where 50 leaders in
passport to travel in the fifties—he
the field of labor and art applauded
these men for "their steadfast devo- had refused to sign a non-Communist oath, an act he found repugtion and service to the cause of
nant. He successfully fought for his
democracy and the economic and
right to travel, right on through the
cultural advancement of all peoUS Supreme Court.
ples."
Rockwell Kent had strength, a
"I accept this as the greatest
honor an artist can achieve, I con- fierce belief in freedom, a love for
sider the labor movement the finest people—and pride in his union.
school for education in real democWhile we mourn his death, his felracy," responded Kent.
low union members are glad we had
He is known for many art works, the rare opportunity to call him
such as his rugged portrayal of man "brother."
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Puget Sound

Local 26 Sets
Max Factor
Negotiations

Council Names
Bausch, Costa,
Palmer for '71

LOS ANGELES — Close to two
hundred members of the Max Factor unit of Local 26's Cosmetic Division devoted the full agenda of
the February meeting to a spirited
election of ten members to their negotiating committee.
The three year bargaining agreement now in effect ends at midnight, May 30th. Preparation for the
upcoming negotiations have been
underway for three months with the
policy committee, co-chaired by
Chief Steward Richard Charshafian
and by former Chief Steward Dave
Valle, working out proposals. The
completed proposals will be presented to the March 27th membership meeting for ratification.
The company has not responded
to the union's request for early negotiations, and it is expected that
formal sessions will begin on or
shortly after April 1st.
Members of the negotiating committee represent a cross-section of
all departments at Max Factor and
Company. They are:
Gerald Bushnell, Gardena Shipping; Dave Valle, Maintenance Dept.;
Jean Raeder, Head Steward; Roger
Lariviere, Set-up Dept.; Luisa Gratz,
Packaging; Peter V. Carrillo, Compounding; Sally Brooks, Returned
Goods; Bill Bouldin, Warehouse;
Richard Charshafian, Chief Steward. John M. Lee, Local 26 business
agent, will lead negotiations for the
union.

SEATTLE — The new president of
the Puget Sound District Council for
1971 is Del Bausch of Local 47, Olympia. Others elected include: vicepresident, James Costa, Local 19,
Seattle; and secretary-treasurer, Ed
Palmer, Local 52, clerks, Seattle.
Trustees are James Larsen, Local
25, Anacortes; James Blagdon,`Local
27, Port Angeles; Walter Williamson, Local 23, Tacoma.
Del Bausch also serves as Puget
Sound Council legislative lobbyist,
and on the state Safety Advisory
Board.
LABOR LOBBY
Delegates voted last month to support the work of Washington State's
United Labor Lobby in the state legislature.
The United Labor Lobby is a legislative coalition of AFL-CIO unions,
the Teamsters and the ILWU, which
will be pushing hard this year for
legislation on behalf of the state's
working people.
After a discussion of the services
of the United Labor Lobby,the Council voted to contribute $400 to the
effort this year, as opposed to the
$230 requested.
The Council also instructed ILWU
lobbyist Bausch to work for legislation granting unemployment compensation to all people locked out or
on strike.

Job Opportunities
In Health & Safety
WASHINGTON, D.C. — With the
Occupational Health & Safety Act
going into effect April 28, a number
of jobs are open for immediate application, it was pointed out recently
by the ILWU's Washington representative Al Lannon.
ILWU members with interest, experience or background in job safety
are invited to apply, and could
qualify for the post of Safety Officer, working out of Field Offices of
the Bureau of Labor Standards. Pay
begins at $10,470 annually.
Interested members should obtain
Safety Officer Announcement No.
413 from the Civil Service Commission or their local post office; they
must then submit Application Form
No. SF-171 to their local BLS office, or to the Personnel Office, U.S.
Dept. of Labor, Washington, DC
20210, Attention: OSH.
Applications must be clearly
marked "Occupational Safety &
Health" in a prominent place; those
interested in strictly a longshore/
maritime position, should add that
note. Also state the geographic area
in which you want to work.

ORIGINAL signs made for their picket line told the story of the strike at Emerson
Flag Manufacturing Company in San Francisco. These Warehouse Union Local 6
members, 12 women and two men, unanimously voted to hit the bricks after negotiating since January 12. After two days on the line they won a settlement.

Distributive Workers

Union to Sue Nixon; Charges
Economic 'Game Plan' Illegal
NEW YORK—In a dramatic move,
the National Council of Distributive
Workers of America, District 65, is
preparing to take the Nixon Administration to court, demanding it live
up to its responsibilities in providing
full employment.
The suit, to be presented in federal court, charges the federal government with violations of the 1946
Full Employment Act. The Act,
signed by President Harry Truman,
states that it is the responsibility of
the federal government to use all
means "to coordinate and utilize all
plans, functions and resources for
the purpose of creating and maintaining conditions under which
there will be afforded useful employment opportunities, including
self-employment,for those able, willing and seeking work, and to promote maximum employment, production and purchasing power."
NATIONAL TRAGEDY
According to District 65 president
David Livingston: "The current situation is far beyond the recession
stage, it is a national tragedy and
disgrace. We argue that in reality
much more than six percent of the
working population is currently out
of work. Even that figure is catastrophic but it does not take into
consideration the hundreds of thousands who have not applied for relief payments, those working two
jobs who have lost one, or those
self-employed who have been financially destroyed during the Nixon depression."
The action will be brought in federal court against Attorney General
John Mitchell, Secretary of Labor
James Hodgson and President Nixon.
INJUNCTION
The union will demand a mandatory injunction requiring the three
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defendants to carry out their responsibilities. The suit will also
charge a violation of the Civil
Rights Act of 1871 which prohibits
persons acting under color of law to
deprive citizens of any rights secured by the constitution or the laws
of the United States.
Said Livingston, "We believe that
every American has the legal, constitutional right to a job. In private industry if it can and will provide
them, in jobs provided by the government if private industry cannot
provide them.
"This is the law of the land; it
was embodied in the Full Employment Act of 1946. A grateful government and people, after victory in
World War II, promised no more depressions. It put that promise into
law. District 65ers are determined
to see that law enforced.
"Some will ask, where's the money
to come from. District 65ers answer
—End the War! Stop the Killing!
End the Waste and Destruction! Put
America Back to Work!

United Foam Strike
Enters Ninth Week
OAKLAND — The joint strike by
81 members of Local 6 and seven
Teamster Local 70 truck drivers is
entering its ninth week with no sign
of progress.
The Los Angeles-based firm is still
pursuing its leisurely schedule of
flying up for negotiations once a
week. There is no production goingon in the plant, despite a restraining order which limits picketing to
six at a gate.
The strike, which broke out January 26, has received the warm endorsement and support of virtually
all East Bay unions and the Alameda County Central Labor Council,
AFL-CIO.

Local 21 Wins Industrial Dock
LONGVIEW — Longshore Local 21
last month won a Declaratory Relief
suit in the US district court in Portland, nailing down its right to unload aluminum at the Reynolds Metal Industrial dock here.
The company had claimed that the
agreement on unloading of Reynolds
vessels at Longview did not include
work on the company-owned docks.

Building Trades

Blast Nixon
On Economy,
Vietnam War
SAN FRANCISCO — President
Nixon's attacks on the wage scales
of construction workers—by rescinding the 1931 Davis-Bacon Act, which
imposes union wage scales in federally assisted construction—caused
bitter reaction in all of labor. It
came as no surprise to the editor of
Organized Labor, the official publication of the Building and Construction Trades Council of San Francisco, AFL-CIO.
The President's order, he wrote,
"is part of a personal vendetta
against organized labor. Witness,
closer to home, the NLRB actions
against strikers on the San Rafael
newspaper. Evidence of Nixon's
creeping vendetta is showing up
everywhere.
"It all works to Nixon's satisfaction. The news media space given to
his attacks on labor, dissenters and
liberals also goes far in hiding his
colossal failures in Southeast Asia,
the nation's economy and civil
rights.
"If he can silence labor as well as
he did the war protestors in 1969, he
will have it made. He has already
proven that he is more powerful
than Congress, the news media and
the protestors combined. Now it is
his attack against labor—while the
FBI, recently enlarged by his order,
goes all out to collect dossiers on
private citizens, who may have said
an unkind word against the Administration, in the name of national security....
"To repeat, the worst is yet to
come, while the rape of Southeast
Asians and the worsening of economic home life continue, plus possibility of a war with Red China, Nixon is gleefully wringing his hands on
an impending attack on all unions."
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ILWU Demands Congress Act
On Fishing Boat Seizures

—Photo by Glenn Perry

TUNA PICKET — About 200 pickets, members of ILWU Local 33, the Tuna Boat Association, cannery workers and other unions — plus wives and children — closed
down operations on the SS Aldenburg, March 15-16 in Long Beach. The ship —
loaded with Ecuadorian bananas — was picketed in protest of seizures of American
tuna boats off the coast of Ecuador. About 150 longshore Local 13 members had
reported for work, but refused to cross the picket line, and were upheld by assistant
arbitrator Bill Marlowe. When the picket line came down at 7:30 p.m., March 16
-- after an undisclosed agreement was reached between the unions and banana
companies — longshoremen and teamsters received full standby pay.

Attacks on Tuna Boats Told
Southern Cal Council Meet
WILMINGTON—The March meeting of the ILWU Southern California District Council, held here at
Local 13's headquarters, heard firsthand about harassment of American tunaboats by Ecuadorian naval
vessels.
Reporting were secretary-treasurer John Royal and Joseph Monti,
both of ILWU Fishermen's Union
Local 33, who described events leading to firing on vessels, arrests and
fines against tuna boat fishermen,
many of them members of the
ILWU.
As background, Monti noted that
some 18 years ago Ecuador, Chile
and Peru, set a 200-mile limit from
their coasts as their territorial
waters. Most countries maintain a
12-mile limit.
Royal spoke of the number of occasions when union fishermen have
been in actual danger, such as the
instance in which a Peruvian plane
shot up one of our tuna vessels,
and several other cases in which
fishermen have been wounded.
Local 33 leaders said that US federal legislation requires boat owners
to be reimbursed, but it is a long
drawn out process for both the boat
owners and the fishermen, and the
fines have run into hundreds of
thousands of dollars.
Royal explained how planes and
warships surround the tuna boats
and armed men board the ships,
seal the radio, confiscate the ship's
records, and then take the ships into
port. He added that there is usually
large-scale theft of both personal
property and ship's equipment. He
also said that about 70 percent of
the funds from the fines, paid by
the US taxpayer, are used to build
up the Ecuadorian navy.
Royal accused the federal government of following a policy of appeasement of the leaders of those
nations, even though present legislation provides options for actions
and a program with teeth.
. PREFERS NEGOTIATIONS
However, the union would prefer
that the United States achieve a negotiated agreement with those countries, and if possible resolve the issues peacefully.
Meanwhile, Royal urged an embargo on trade with any nations who
fire on unarmed vessels on the
high seas, and called for picketing
of Ecuadorian ships and plans for
a nationwide consumers boycott of
Ecuadorian products.

Council secretary Paul Perlin
asked council members not to forget
the turbulent situation existing
among Latin American peoples, twothirds of whom are hungry and desperate.
"They are in a fighting fury and
have great national pride," Perlin
added, "and much of their defiance
of the USA is catering to this public pressure for independence and
betterment of their miserable lot."
Royal also pointed out that the
billions of dollars pumped by the
USA into Latin America under the
so-called Alliance for Progress, has
gone into the pockets of the military groups in power.
When asked why it is necessary
to go within the 200-mile limits, the
Local 33 officer stressed that "we
have to follow the fish," but the
fishermen also respect international
programs of fish conservation.
The council voted full support to
Local 33 and other fish and cannery
locals in their fight for fishing
rights and job security as well as
physical safety on the high seas.
In other actions,the Council voted:
•To join a statewide caravan with
food and funds for farm workers at
Delano. This will take place March
27.
•To take action to aid union
members fired for alcoholism, to
make sure their families can receive
benefits. Council members recalled a
number of past actions in recognizing alcoholism as a disease and calling for a constructive program of
treatment and protective legislation
rather than punishment and moral
sanctions.

Local 33 secretary-treasurer John Royal.

WASHINGTON — While implementation of an ILWU Convention
resolution on fishing boat seizures
was under active consideration on
the West Coast,the ILWU was telling
Congress in Washington that "our
members are demanding answers,
demanding simple protection of
their livelihood and of their lives.
In the absence of such protection
from our government. . . . our members are on the verge of taking
things into their own hands."
Testifying March 11 before a subcommittee of the House Merchant
Marine & Fisheries Committee looking into the seizures and fining of
25 U.S. fishing boats by Ecuador in
the last two months, ILWU Washington Representative Al Lannon
brought the union resolution, demanding protection for fishermen,
to the attention of the legislators.
Lannon warned that ILWU fishermen "proclaimed their determination by picketing this subcommittee's hearings last month. They have
threatened to arm themselves and
shoot back when attacked. They are
seriously considering a boycott of
Ecuadorian products, including the
possible tying up of Ecuadorian ships
entering US ports." Although "we believe a negotiated
settlement to be the best solution,"
Lannon stated, "unless the US government moves decisively to protect
American fishermen, the International union will be hard-put to convince them not to take such independent action as they may deem
necessary for their own protection."
While Lannon was appearing before the subcommittee along with
tuna industry representatives, ILWU
Fishermen's Local 33 secretarytreasurer John Royal, in San Pedro,
was in consultation with the International officers on ways to turn
aside the latest threat. Under active
consideration was a broadly based
call for a boycott of Ecuadorian
goods, notably bananas, and the
possible picketing of Ecuadorian
ships.
The union and industry representatives expressed sorrow and
anger over previous testimony from
Assistant Secretary of State John
Crimmins, who promised little more
than to take the issues up at a 1973
United Nations Law of the Sea conference. As for the perilous situation
now, Crimmins advanced no solutions, refusing even to commit the
government to implementing present law effectively.
CROSSFIRE
Thus the government leaves the
fishermen in what Lannon termed
"a power politics crossfire on the
high seas." Subcommittee chairman
John Dingell and others on the
panel, including William Mailliard
(R-Calif.), Glenn Anderson (DCalif.) and Tom Pelly (R.-Wash.),
expressed "outrage" at the State Department's inaction and warned of
legislative retaliation against Ecuador; Dingell suggested also rewriting
present law "to make clear again
to the State Department the intent
of Congress."
When Crimmins said that "taking
foreign policy into priyate hands is
a risky business," Congressman Pelly
declared that "if we don't protect
them, they have a right to protect
themselves." Rep. Glenn Anderson
suggested the possibility of armed
escort ships for the tuna fleet, a
proposal welcomed by the industry.
In response to Anderson's question,
Lannon said that "the ILWU is not
an advocate of what be termed 'gunboat diplomacy,' but with our guys
getting shot at, and in the absence
of positive actions from the State
Department, we must reluctantly
favor the proposal."
The crux of the issue is that Ecua-

dor, Chile and Peru claim 200 mile
territorial limits and demand that
US fishermen obtain licenses to fish
for tuna, a species not sought after
by the South American nations. In
the absence of international agreements, the United States does not
recognize those limits and insists
that the American industry refuse
to buy licenses and go ahead and
fish in those traditional waters
where the fish are.
The Ecuadorian navy, which receives 70 percent of fines collected
—over $1 million so far this year
alone—then seizes the vessels at
gun-point, and all-too-often with
actual shooting and other harassment of the men. The US government does little or nothing when
this occurs, even refusing to fully
implement the ILWU-backed Fishermen's Protective Act of 1968.
That law provides for reimbursement to the industry (after long and
costly delays) of the amount of the
fines, and provides for the deduction
of that amount from foreign aid to
the seizing nation. The State Department, in 18 ,years, has filed
only three such claims for recovery,
out of over a hundred seizures.
In response to proposed retaliatory legislation which would have
cut off imports of fish and fish
products from seizing countries, a
four-power conference was convened
in 1969. Failing to reach agreement
over almost two years of meetings,
negotiations have broken down.

BC Labor Fed

Special Meet
On Right
To Strike
VANCOUVER, BC — In the wake
of the suspension of the right to
strike of 3500 BC Teamsters by the
provincial government, the BC Federation of Labor has called a special
one-day convention to meet Friday,
March 26.
"We are taking this unusual step
because recent developments have
indicated that the provincial government, in response to urging from
the Employers' Council, has escalated its program to weaken the
trade union movement in British
Columbia and to eliminate free collective bargaining.
"Ignoring the fact that their previous anti-union measures have led
only to turmoil in labor-management relations in this province, the
Social Credit government blindly
continues to try to base industrial
relations on repression rather than
co-operation," said the Federation
officers.
"In taking away the Teamsters'
right to strike, without even the pretense of a critical situation, the government has made clear that, if it
has its way, strikes will only be permitted in future if they are very
small or if they are ineffective.
"As officers of this Federation,
we are not going to sit by and see
the trade union movement emasculated in this province. At the special
Convention, we will be presenting
proposals to delegates from all of
our affiliated 'unions — proposals
which will enable the trade union
movement to resist this dictatorial
attack on our democratic rights."
The issue came to a head last
month when the BC government invoked its compulsory arbitration Bill
33 to force the striking truckers
back to work.
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Sen. Kennedy Blasts 'Healer.
Dealers', Nixon Health Plan
SAN FRANCISCO — "If President that the President's recommendaNixon wants to cure inflation, why tions would encourage."
doesn't he look to the cost abuses
In detailing some of the specific
in the health care industry, instead differences between the Nixon proof singling out the construction posal and the labor backed Health
worker as his special scapegoat for Security Act of 1971 (S. 3) which
two years of inadequate White House Kennedy introduced last January,
the Senator pointed out that the
economic policy?"
That was just one of a number of labor-backed legislation would propoints made by U.S. Senator Edward vide benefits for every individual reM. Kennedy (D-Mass.), featured siding in the country and would prospeaker at the two-day Educational vide health services for the prevenConference on National Health In- tion and early detection of disease,
surance sponsored by the California the care and treatment of illness,
Labor Federation, AFL-CIO, at the and medical rehabilitation.
Unlike the Nixon Administration's
Del Webb Towne House in San Francisco last week, to highlight the proposal, there are no cut-off dates,
need for enactment of a National no co-insurance, no deductibles and
no waiting period in S. 3, he exHealth Insurance program now.
plained.
Senator Kennedy, who addressed
Under the Kennedy bill, the cost
a dinner session of the conference
of
the program would be paid partly
told a standing room only audience
of more than 550 conference partici- out of general federal funds and
pants that, as chairman of the partly out of a payroll tax of 3.5
Health Subcommittee of the United percent on employers and 1.0 perStates Senate, he would do every- cent on employees.
This means that for the average
thing in his power to help win enactment of a comprehensive national U.S. worker making $7,000 a year,
health insurance program "before the cost of the program would be
Congress adjourns for the 1972 elec- $70, exactly what he is paying today
tions" and called on all trade union- for Medicare when he reaches 65.
In contrast, Kennedy said that the
ists to help in "this great crusade
Nixon Administration's health infor health reform.
"All your lives," Kennedy observed, surance proposals "are shot through"
"you have had to be content with with exemptions, exclusions, deduca second-rate health system in a tibles, waiting periods, cutoff dates,
first-rate nation. For too long, we means tests, and other regressive
have accommodated the vested in- features.
For example, he said, under the
terests of the health care industry
—the special pleaders, the healer- Nixon program, a worker with a
dealers, and the health imperialists. $5,000 hospital expense would be
"They have had carte blanche for obliged to pay about $1,800 out of
generations to develop the health salary for the entire year instead of
system for their own private benefit, just the $70 that would be required
to the detriment of the public inter- under S. 3.
He also pointed out that millions
ests.
of Americans would not be covered
DISMAL RECORD
by any part of the Nixon program.
"After 40 years, the providers and
In the course of his nearly hourthe financers of health care in long address, Kennedy disclosed that
America have established a dismal his subcommittee plans to begin
record of performance—a record field hearings on the nation's health
characterized by inequity, ineffi- care crisis within the next few weeks
ciency, ineffectiveness, inflation, and that some of the hearings will
and worst of all, by inhumanity," be held in California early this
Kennedy declared.
spring.
In detailing the nation's current
He urged California trade unionhealth crisis, Kennedy said five fea- ists to help carry "this great crusade
tures stand out, namely:
for health reform to people in every
•The soaring cost of health care. corner of the land."
The drive for a National Health
•The acute and worsening shortage of all kinds of health personnel, Plan was kicked off last month in
California at a two-day conference
especially doctors.
•The deteriorating condition of of the labor backed California
the health care system itself, its ar- Council for Health Plan Alternatives
chaic and inadequate methods of —with which the ILWU is affiliated.
providing health care for the citizenry.
•The crisis in the quality of
health care.
•And the absence of any effective
Long after the sound and fury of
role for citizen participation.
Mississippi's 1964 "freedom summer"
In connection with the last point,
has died down, the Delta Ministry,
the Senator said:
an organization sponsored by the Na"For too long, the health care sys- tional Council of Churches, has retem has been allowed to operate mained to carry on its mission among
solely for the benefit of those who the poor people of this state.
provide the services—the doctors,
To aid them, the ILWU Federated
the hospitals, and their agents, the Auxiliaries have pledged to raise $1,insurance companies—rather than 000 to help this work—by raffling off
for the benefit of those who receive a
lithograph of Harriet Tubman by
the services, the people of America." well-known
artist Victor Arnautoff.
To prevent a "national health disMiss Tubman, born a slave in 1820,
aster in the 70's or 80's," Kennedy escaped to become a leading antisaid that the nation must fashion a slavery crusader, leader of the unnew health system and said that derground railroad and Civil War
while President Nixon's recent guerrilla fighter.
health message contained a number
FREEDOM CITY
of helpful proposals, he strongly opThe
funds
raised through the raffle
posed some of the basic features of
the Nixon program. (See Dispatcher, will go to Freedom City, a pilot project through which the Delta MinisMarch 5, 1971).
try hopes to give employment oppor'SWISS CHEESE'
tunity to those blacks automated out
In particular, he cited the "Swiss of their jobs on the huge delta cotton
cheese" nature of the health bene- plantations.
fits offered by the President's proThe Freedom City project features
posals and objected to the "in- small industry, vegetable farms,
creased fragmentation of the system stores, schools and a service station.
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LOCAL 10 member Joe "Indian Joe" Morris with his painting of Alcatraz, which
commemorates the names of the 14 Indians who seized the island November 14,
1969, in order to turn it into a Native American Cultural Center and University.
—Photo courtesy San Francisco "Examiner"

Local 10 Member'

Painting to Aid Alcatraz Indians
SAN FRANCISCO — Joe (Indian
Joe) Morris, a member of Local 10,
has been extremely active over the
last year and a half in supporting
the work of the Indians who seized
vacant Alcatraz Island in the middle
of San Francisco Bay.
A member of the Blackfoot tribe,
he has served as a liaison man on the
mainland, trying to raise money and
get labor unions involved in supporting and assisting the Indians.
His latest effort is a painting of
"The Rock" as seen from the bay.
The writing on the painting says
that "the 14 eagle feathers represent 14 braves that defied the United
States armed forces on November 14,
1969, by taking Alcatraz Island and
returning it to the rightful owners,

—the American Indian."
They are Richard Oakes, Joe Bill,
LaNada Means, David Leach, Fred
Shelton, John White Fox, James
Vaughn, Linda Aranaydo, Ross Hardin, Burnell Blindman, Kay Many
Horse, John Martell, Rick Evening
and John Virgil.
Morris, who had never painted before said, "I had this burning feeling which I just had to get off my
chest. I was tremendously inspired
by the spirit of the people who took
this island." He hopes to auction off
the painting to benefit the occupying force.
The occupying Indians want to
turn the abandoned federal prison
into a Native American University
and Cultural Center.

Drive Set for Mississippi Delta Ministry
Ten homes have been built at last report.
Aside from Freedom City, the Delta

Harriet Tubman lithograph to be raffled
off by the ILWU Federated Auxiliaries on
behalf of Freedom City, Mississippi.

Ministry, over the last six years, has
been directly involved in:
• helping more than 200,000 people
get surplus commodities and food
stamps in counties which had denied
them;
• registration of over 250,000 new
black voters, with a resulting new
show of concern on the part of incumbent officials;
• the training of most of the 92
black public officials now in office in
the state.
FUND RAISING
The idea of raising funds for the
Mississippi poor originated with Tim
Kelly, retired Local 34 member who
recently lived in Freedom City where
he taught music to the children.
When Kelly suggested the fund raising idea to the International officers,
they asked the Federated Auxiliaries
to take over the job.
The auxiliaries have pledged to
raise $1,000. The drawing for the
lithograph will be held at the Federated Auxiliaries June convention.
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Astoria Port
Endangered by
Silt Problem

John E. Walker
Of Local 10 Dies
SAN FRANCISCO — Another veteran activist of the ILWU has died.
John E. Walker, always known as
"Johnny" to his friends succumbed
of cancer March 13 at Kaiser Hospital. He'd retired late last year on a
disability pension.

10

INS

"He was such a great fighter," said
vice president William Chester,
"we'll really miss that man."
Walker came to San Francisco
during World War II from the Gulf,
where he was a shipyard worker and
a longshoreman
in Galveston. He
joined Local 10
during the war
and immediately
became active in
all its workings.
He was chairman
of the East Bay
Strike committee,
during the 1948
'
coastwide strike,
and first elected
convention delegate in 1951. At
that time he was
crowned by the
convention as "Mayor T-Bone Walker of Honolulu." He attended all
ILWU conventions and caucuses until 1969. He was an active Local 10
executive board member until last
year when he did not run because of
ill health. He was very proud to have
been one of the very first black men
to be elected a dispatcher, and a
chief assistant dispatcher. He also
took great pride in being the first
black man to walk a ship under the
ILWU banner, when he was hired as
an extra boss back in 1952.

STRIKE FUND — The Executive Board of the ILWU Pacific Coast Pensioners' Association, meeting March 2-3 in San Francisco, recommended to its member groups
that they donate $50 per member to a strike fund if the longshore division hits the
bricks this summer. The board also heard from Toby Jones, assistant administrator
of the ILWU-PMA Benefit Funds office, who answered many questions on the pension provisions of the present contract. The board also concurred in a statement of
policy blasting the Nixon Administation's economic policies, and blaming the 91st
Congress for its failure to enact meaningful legislation for working people. Board
members are, from left, Lee Barker, treasurer; Ernest C. Woods, San Francisco; Joe
Werner, Portland; Rosco Craycraft, Seattle; Gerry Bulcke, San Francisco; Mike Sickinger, Portland; James Rainey, Astoria; Bill Rutter, San Francisco (observer); Caral
Johnson, Coos Bay; Roy Brasted, Wilmington; and James Shuffler, Stockton.

Local 10 Report

Cal Governors Conference
Stresses Safety Enforcement

This was the twenty-first of the
yearly statewide meetings of this conference. Throughout these twentyone years, the ILWU and this local
have been active and important participants. The co-chairman of the
conference section on "Transportation" was Local 10's Welfare Officer,
Julius Stern.
The opening session of the conference was devoted to a lengthy
His many activities included mem- explanation and discussion of the
bership on a Local 10 committee recently passed federal law on Occucontacting firemen and sailors in a pational Safety and Health..
PMA election, liaison man between
This law, which goes into effect on
dockers and marine stewards, a April 28, 1971, is an extremely immember of a group in Washington, portant extension of the safety and
DC, to commemorate the Supreme health protection to be afforded
Court school desegregation decision; workers who are employed by firms
member of the board of directors of engaged in interstate commerce
the Bay Area Longshoremen's Mem- (such as the PMA).
orial Association; an overseas deleAs you may recall from the newsgate who visited Ghana in Nigeria in papers, this law emerged after a bit1964; a member of the Bridges-Rob- ter fight which extended throughout
ertson-Schmidt Defense Committee, 1969-1970. The bitterness which surand much, much more.
rounded the enactment of the law
He is survived by his wife Elvira was primarily occasioned because the
and two daughters, Pamela and Mia. law: (a) emphasizes the prevention
Services were held Thursday, of accidents through the correction
March 18, at the Church of the Lit- or unsafe and/or unhealthy worktle Chimes in Oakland. Any dona- ing conditions; (b) provides much
tions should be made to the Ameri- broader coverage of workers; and (c)
can Cancer Society.
provides for penalties extending to
the closing of a place of business for
violation of its regulations.
Aberdeen Bowling Tourney
While the detailed regulations for
ABERDEEN — All registered long- each industry are yet to be estabshoremen, other ILWU members, lished, the act provides for the folcasuals or auxiliary members are in- lowing protective procedures:
vited to participate in the 6th an• Workers must be advised of all
nual Invitational ILWU Bowling conditions which may affect their
tournament on June 26-27, 1971.
on-the-job health and safety.
The meet will take place at Aber• A union representative (such as
deen Recreation, 415 West Heron a steward) may accompany the fedStreet. Information on registration eral and/or state enforcement repand reservations will be forthcoming
resentatives on their regular inspecin future issues of The Dispatcher.
tion tours.
• A union representative and/or
worker may request a speindividual
Hurt
First
Kids Get
cial inspection by these enforcement
SALEM, Ore.—The House appro- representatives.
priation bill, HB 2051, covering wel• A union representative and/or
fare, basic school support and ed- individual worker may notify these
ucation, hacks 20 percent off the representatives of any safety and/or
budget asked for by the state de- health violations and a failure to inpartment of public assistance, and spect such conditions as are so resome legislators want to slash the ported must be explained in writing.
figure still lower, ILWU lobbyist
• A union representative and/or
John Olson said here.
individual worker who finds such an
Fif ty-five percent of those on the explanation to be unsatisfactory may
relief rolls are children under 18,"so proceed through the courts.
the question arises as to the benefit
• No union representative and/or
of education for tots who are not individual worker may be discriminproperly fed and housed," Olson ated against by an employer for having sought to protect himself and his
added.

fellow-workers through these procedures.
In order to get the full advantage
of this legislation, the AFL-CIO
Safety Director warned, however,
that lobbying pressure at both the
Federal and the State level must continue and be especially directed to
securing adequate and enforceable
regulations and an adequate staffing
and budget. At the same time, he
emphasized the great need for union educational programs on this law
and on the general issue of occupational health and safety.
As it happens, the members of
your Safety Committee agree 100%
as to the need for safety education.
This being the case, we have already
proposed to your Stewards' Council
that it sponsor a workshop on this
new law and on the need to re-write
our own Pacific Coast Marine Safety
Code.
—from the Local 10 "Steward's Bulletin."

UAW Wants Teeth
In Job Safety Bill
DETROIT — The United Auto
Workers has asked two Nixon cabinet officers to exert full effort
toward "full and fair implementation" of the new job safety and
health law which officially goes into
effect on April 28.
In letters to the Secretary of Labor and to the Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare, UAW President Leonard Woodcock said the
goal of the new law must be "failsafe, pollution-free work environments."
"It is a great tragedy," the UAW
leader said, "that so many millions
of workers are consigned to work in
unsafe and unhealthy workplaces
and that so little has been done by
the federal government to encourage
high standards."
The low level of federal funding
for job safety and health was noted
with a pledge from Woodcock that
the UAW would work for adequate
funding to carry out the Labor Department's "mandate" under the
new law.
Much of the law's success depends
on worker understanding of safety
and health rights under the law.
Woodcock called for both Labor and
HEW to offer training courses for
union leaders.

ASTORIA — The backbone of Astoria's economy—waterborne commerce—is being endangered by the
severe silting problem which developed here after river dredging on
the 40-foot channel ended last October.
At that time there was a depth of
38 feet at the piers; this has been
reduced to 30 feet, according to Port
Commissioner Al Rissman, a member of ILWU Local 92.
He said efforts were being made
to secure federal matching funds on
an emergency basis for dredging, or
a surplus dump barge and a disposal
area permit, "so we can take care
of the problem ourselves, until something can be worked out.
"It's our responsibility to keep this
port running. We owe it to the people we do business with and to the
payrolls dependent on shipping."
BIG PAYROLL
The port has a direct payroll of
$11/2 million annually, and an indirect payroll of $4 million, Rissman
stated.
The Port Commission asked the
Corps of Engineers to extend the 40foot channel to the piers, since it is
believed that the change in the natural flow of the Columbia due to
the channel dredging caused the
silting problem.
A spokesman for the engineers
said they had authority to proceed
with a preliminary study to see if
the port is qualified for a dredging
project, but no money to make the
report, let alone do the dredging,
funds for which are dependent upon
Congressional approval.
ANGRY
The angered commissioners voted
unanimously to activate the port's
dredge and pump the silt directly
into the engineer's 40-foot channel
if help in solving the problem is not
received by May 1.
In the meantime they have appealed to Rep. Wendall Wyatt and to
Sen. Robert Packwood, who said at
a press conference here in February
that even without specific legislation, emergency funds are available.
None have been received as yet,
"but we're still working on it and
still hoping," Rissman declared.

Victor Lorenzana, Local 46
PORT HUENEME — Victor Lorenzana, 61, a 30-year veteran of ILWU
Local 46 here, and a staunch supporter of his union, died in a Ventura hospital after a long illness. He
was recently retired on a total disability pension of the ILWU recently.
He joined the
longshore local in
1942, and before
his retirement
had been a foreman for two decades. He was an
ardent fisherman
and deer hunter
and very well
known as such in
his community.
Victor Lorenzana
A lifelong
friend, Tony Garcia, currently a
member of the Coast Longshore Negotiating Committee, pointed out
that, "Victor gave unselfishly of his
time to serve on various union committees to better the lives of his working brothers and their families. He
was a very well liked and respected
worker on the waterfront. He left a
mark on his local that will long be
remembered by all of us."
He is survived by his wife Eva, his
mother, four sons and four daughters, and 21 grandchildren. The family suggests that memorial donations be made to the Ventura County
Cancer Society.
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(BIB SHUTS AND LITTLE FISHES

BY FLEX/ godr
A good percentage of the letters
we receive are not from ILWU members but from members of the family, from the members' wives and
youngsters, which is fine. We'll take
the letters and photos anyway we
can get 'em and happily pass them
along to the outdoor-loving membership. Occasionally, we get an anonymous letter, one such recently by
one who signs "Guess?" Here then,
is the letter and photo from "Guess,"
NEW AUXILIARY — Auxiliary 25, Port Angeles, Wash., came to life last month with an ill-concealed clue that she
when its first charter was presented by Local 27 president Leroy (Bud) Jagger. (or he) is an admiring
spectator to
Above, accepting the charter from Jagger are (from left) Auxiliary 25 president the subject's fishing
genius.
Virginia McCaslin, June Anderson, treasurer; Melva Lee, Marshall; Nathalia Doran,
"Enclosed is a photograph of
vice-president; Darlene Blagdon, trustee; Julie Huff, secretary; Dolores Murphy, trus- ILWU Coast
Committeeman William
tee. Nancy O'Neil, also a trustee, was unable to attend. A smorgasbord dinner was T. Ward, a member of Local 13. He is
held to celebrate the birth of a new member of the ILWU family.
holding three sea perch caught in
the 'poke hole' between the rock and
ledge which is depicted in the photoLobbyist
CRDC
Local 6 Welfare Fund Moves
graph. (The one which got away was
twice the size of the three put toSAN FRANCISCO—The Local 6
gether, ha, ha.)
Warehouse Welfare Fund has
The 'poke hole' is located halfway
moved to Local 6 headquarters at
between
Anchor Bay and Point
Ninth
Street, phone number
255
Arena, California; Sail Rock is right
621-7326. It was formerly located
off the coast here.
at International headquarters at
Served with freshly baked sour150 Golden Gate Avenue.
dough bread, tossed green salad,
The Welfare Fund handles
champagne — and by candlelight —
problems for working members
SALEM — CRDC lobbyist John Ol- nothing could be more tasty than
regarding medical, dental and
son
has called attention to legisla- really fresh sea perch! The time:
prescription coverage.
tion introduced here for the pro- The four-day holiday, February 12
to 15th, 1971. (That dog in the lower
tection of Oregon's estuaries.
right in photo is his samoyed,
Recent hearings on the bills (SB "Bonny."
Oakland Auxiliary
296, 295 and 65) were heated, with
Thank you "Guess," Bill's fishing
OAKLAND — Officers for 1971 and spokesmen for the ecology groups
1972 have been elected by Auxili- clashing head on with the indus- lure is on the way.
ary #17, Oakland, as follows: presi- trialists.
rent, Margaret Pryor; vice-presiTestimony brought out that the
dent, Luevirda Jackson; secretary,
commercial fish catch gets its start
Ernestine Brandon; treasurer, Idalynd Rutter; corresponding secre- in the estuary, which also serves as
production area for clams, crabs
tary, Wenonah Drasnin; executive a
and oysters, and as one of the links
board Edna Crockerham, Mary Huls
in the salmon life cycle; while the
and Lessie McDowell.
mud flats, water and vegetation of
Demands were addressed to Conthe estuaries provide feeding stagress in support of public service
tions for migratory birds, Olson said.
employment to create jobs for the
The coastal port authorities joined
unemployed (HR 17); in support of
HR 22 for a National Health Insur- the Associated Oregon Industries in
ance Program; support was asked opposing the bills, since the estufor HR 100 for public works funds aries provide waterways for forest,
for high unemployment areas. The industrial and lumber shipping use.
We've said it once and we'll say
The hearings made clear that
Auxiliary members renewed their
it again, "Fishing is the Sport of
position on repeal of the Concentra- "adequate planning and enforceKings." For everyone, out fishing, is
tion camp provisions of the Internal ment is needed to resolve the cona
"king," be it man or woman, prince
Security Act(HR 234) and demanded flict of these separate interests,"
or pauper, youngster or senior citithe abolition of the House Internal Olson said in a report to the locals.
zen.
Security Committee. On the CaliforUP IN ARMS
One ILWU member w4o dearly
nia scene legislators were asked to
On a recent trip to Coos Bay he loves and appreciates the angling
reinstitute funds for Medi-Cal.
found ILWU members up in arms pastime is James Miles of Clackaover the dumping of millions of gal- mas, Oregon, a member of Local 8
Local 12, North Bend
lons of effluent from a paper mill in Portland. And he's passed all this
NORTH BEND — Local 12 has re- into the bay when a storage lagoon on to his youngsters, Steve, age 11
cently elected its caucus and con- filled up, and a dam forming one and Dan, age 9. Mrs. Miles, also a
vention delegates for 1971. They are: wall of the lagoon gave way.
devotee of the gentle pastime, perEugene R. Bailey, Percy D. Crawsuaded the lads to pose for the folford, Richard W. Erickson and Jolowing snapshot of which Jim writes
about:
seph J. Jakovac.
"This photograph depicts my two
boys with their first real catch, four
Police, Union Search for
nice rainbow trout from the deep,
Missing Local 1 Pensioner
SAN PEDRO — John J. Royal, sec- green waters of Green Peter's Lake.
RAYMOND, Wash.—Local 1 is of- retary-treasurer of Fishermen's Lo- The boys thought fishing was great,
fering a reward of $250 for informa- cal 33, ILWU, was appointed last though Dan,in the white shirt, holdtion leading to the discovery of re- week to the Marine Fisheries Ad- ing his stomach, got a little upset
tired member John visory Committee of the US Depart- when he had to put this fingers
through the big trout's gills. The two
Jacob Gideon, who ment of commerce.
largest rainbow measured 12 and 9
vanished without a
Commerce Secretary Maurice H. inches."
trace last December.
Stans will receive the committee's
Gideon was last
advice to determine whether marine ,,,,,tvitrZIWZ7:17r1r7r1p11.1,11111C.
seen in Raymond in
•
fisheries policies and programs are
the early morning of adequate to
meet the needs of comDecember 5. He is 68 mercial, sports, scientific
and other
years old, 5' 8" tall, national interests.
170 pounds, grey
It is made up of well known perhair, green eyes.
Though many sons in commercial and sport fishGIDEON
leads have come up, ing activities and the academic compolice chief Howard Funkhouser munity. Among them is Ted Wilsays he has no clue to Gideon's liams of baseball's Hall of Fame.
whereabouts. Anyone with informaRoyal has represented the United
tion should contact Funkhouser at States as an adviser on several octhe Raymond Police Department, casions at international fisheries
phone: (202) 942-3455.
meetings.

>
The hunt season is over but the
memories linger on for Don Brown,
a resident of Gardiner, Oregon and
member of Local 12 and one of his
hunt partners, Germain Bulcke, former Second Vice President and currently Secretary of the ILWU Pacific
Coast Pensioners Association.
First photograph depicts Brown
and Bulcke relaxing after a successful deer hunting junket to Iron
Mountain in southeastern Oregon,
home of the big mule deer.

Demands End
To Estuary
Pollution

The second photograph is graphic
proof of why they are relaxing.
Among the "tarps" in the background are two chunky bucks, antlers rising above. In the foreground
of the second photograph is their
camp buddy, a wonderful bird dog,
"Dixie."
Don included other interesting
photos depicting past hunts by himself and other ILWU members which
will be dealt with in future columns
and give fellow members some idea
of the varied hunting bounties in the
Beaver State.
*

*

*

Would you like to have a shiny
new fishing lure in your tackle box
for the opening of the fishing season? I'd be most happy to trade you

Royal Named Advisor
To US Fishing Body

one for a snapshot of a fishing,
hunting, camping, or any-type-ofwildlife, photo—and a few words as
to what the photograph is about.
Send it to:
Fred Goetz, Dept. TD
2833 S.E. 33rd Place
Portland, Oregon 97202
The offer is open to all ILWU
members — in good standing — the
members of the families, or, of
course, retired members.Please mention the Local number.
It doesn't, necessarily, have to be
a professional-like photograph, a
good, clear snapshot will do, either
in color or black-and-white.
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Petition for Hoffa Freedom
SAN FRANCISCO — The following draft of a petition to President Nixon, calling on him to pardon Teamster President James
R. Hoffa now, was adopted by the recent ILWU Executive Board,
which recommended that it be distributed throughout the labor
movement:
To President Richard M.Nixon
The White House
Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr.President:

veir

We, the undersigned rank and file trade union members (and
officers of the International Longshoremen's & Warehousemen's
Union) respectfully urge you to grant a pardon to James R. Hoffa,
general president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters.
We feel his long imprisonment constitutes cruel and inhuman
punishment of one of this nation's most vigorous and courageous
labor leaders. We are aware that his imprisonment was in large
measure the result of a vendetta carried on by the Justice Department during the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, and that
Mr. Hoffa was the victim of illegal wiretapping and eavesdropping
and the tainted testimony of a convicted criminal informer who
was paid and promised immunity from prosecution in exchange for
this testimony. Such official behavior by government agencies, we
believe, prejudiced the possibility of a fair trial.
We further remind you of a dissenting opinion in 1966 by the
great former Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court, Earl Warren,
who called the use of a paid informer "offensive to the fair administration of justice," and who noted that charges of embezzlement, kidnapping and manslaughter pending against this informer for more
than four years had never been pressed by the Justice Department.
In view of this sorry history, and realizing that he has now spent
a fourth birthday in the Federal penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, and in the name of fair play and justice to Hoffa, to his
family, his union, and the entire American labor movement, we appeal to you to grant a pardon to James R. Hoffa now.

Hey, That's My Name There!
SACRAMENTO — With army
snoopers collecting wholesale data
on people who espouse unpopular—
or even popular — causes, you have
no way of knowing who knows what
about you or what they are going
to do with it.
For example, California State Senator James Mills (Dem.-San Diego),
was angered to find that his own
name and those of nine other state
legislators were in the files of the
California Senate Subcommittee on
Un-American Activities.
ILWU PARLEY
The committee, formerly chaired
by Hugh Burns (Dem.-Fresno) is
keeping an eye on Senator Mills because some years back he had attended a legislative conference in
Sacramento sponsored by the ILWU.
Said Mills:
"I normally accept invitations
from labor organizations and from
other organizations when they meet
in Sacramento in order to meet with
members of the legislature. I have
attended legislative conferences in
Sacramento of labor organizations,
veteran's organizations or other
legitimate organizations, whenever it
was possible for me to do so.
"As far as I know the ILWU is not
a subversive organization and if they
were to meet again in Sacramento
under similar circumstances I would
certainly attend again. They have a
lot of members in my district."
The committee snoopers were also
keeping an eye on the Senate president because in 1961 somebody sent
him a copy of "The People's World,''
the West Coast paper of the Communist Party. Mills sent back the
copy, but the committee—which apparently had gotten into the subscription list of the newspaper —
made a permanent notation on Mills'
"record."
Outraged, Mills has called for the
abolition of the committee. The Senator said that he had personally
gone through the committee's files
compiled over the last 30 years, finding 20,000 dossiers on Californians.
"I had been in favor of continuing
the committee, although with the
change in its name and with a limitation of its responsibilities... how-

ever, I changed my mind today," he
said. "I was more than a little irritated to find I was myself the subject of a file."
Seven other members of the Senate are on the files of the Un-American Activities Committee for having
attended the same ILWU meeting
that Mills attended.
"Other members of the legislature
were in the Un-American Activities
subversive files because they voted
against bills which the committee
chairman or staff approved. Members were listed for voting against
appropriations for the Un-American
Activities Committee. There were
even arrest records of members of
the legislature who were not otherwise listed.
The committee is now dormant
and hopefully will go out of business by action of the rules committee next week. Three of its five members left the Senate last year. Two
other Senators, one a former official
of the John Birch Society, are technically still on the committee. But it
has no chairman, no staff and no
funds.
Putting the old smear on the head
of the Senate may have put the last
nail in the snooping committee's
coffin. The 1970 report of the commission, written by committee chairman Hugh Burns and staff investigator Richard Combs, were the usual
sweeping generalizations which had
the Communist party influencing
and controlling just about everything.
ANTI-LABOR
Back in 1961, for example, the
committee in its Un-American Activities Report, said that the Communists had seized control of the
ILWU, Mine, Mill and Smelters,
American Communication Workers_
Association, United Public Workers,
United Electrical Workers and a
number of other unions.
Precisely these sort of smears
eventually outraged enough people
—from members of the ILWU up to
the president of the State Senate—
so that hopefully by this week the
committee will be abolished. It will
not be missed.

ILWU Executive Board Meets
Continued from Page 1—
In his report on organization, vice
president William Chester, who also
served as director of organization after Hall's death, noted that there
had been some unusually successful
organizing activities recently which
will be fully reported to the Convention. He added his thanks to Hawaii Local 142 officials who escorted
him to the waterfront and to many
parts of the state where observed
operations and had an opportunity
to meet with rank-and-file members.
The Executive Board adopted the
following motions:
• To go on record supporting longshore Local 10, clerks Local 34 and
walking bosses Local 91 in the San
Francisco Bay Area, taking exception to the action by the military
threatening to change operations at
the Army and Navy bases in Oakland, substituting a large number
of civil service longshoremen for
ILWU members, who traditionally
have had jurisdiction. The Board
voted to communicate with all congressmen and senators from ILWU
areas, advising them of the union's
protest.
• To continue action in cooperation with ILWU fish locals in protesting the Ecuadorian seizure of
tuna fishing boats.
• To recommend that the titled
officers draft a comprehensive program on the serious increase in unemployment. This alarming situation affects many ILWU members as
well as workers throughout the country and it is expected the Convention will discuss a plan of action to
relieve joblessness.
• To inform the State Department
and the Soviet Embassy in Wash-

ington that the ILWU supports the
United Nations Charter concerning
the right of people everywhere to
travel freely. This includes the right
of the people of the Soviet Union
and a large number of Jewish people to leave if they wish to.
• To protest sharply to President
Nixon and appropriate US Senators
the Administration's attack on prevailing wages in government contracts in the building industry. President Nixon recently suspended the
1931 Davis-Bacon Act, which requires contractors to pay union wage
rates to workers on federally assisted
projects. This is considered a clear
attack on trade unionism.
• To sharply protest the Administration's "Emergency Public Interest Protection Act," which aims at
hamstringing transportation unions
and is characterized by the labor
movement as a drive toward compulsory arbitration and forcing
workers to work on terms imposed
by the government rather than free
collective bargaining.
• On the National Peace Action
Coalition, which is preparing for a
nationwide anti-Vietnam war demonstration on April 24, the Board
voted to refer any action to various
locals and districts councils to take
any position they choose.

Local 17, Broderick
BRODERICK, Calif. — Local 17 is
having an election for delegates
March 25, 1971, to the International
convention. The election booths will
be open at 7 a.m. and will close at
7:30 p.m. The voting will take place
at the union headquarters at 600-4th
St. in Broderick.

Attention, East Bay Voters
The last meeting of the East Bay ILWU Joint Legislative Committee — with delegates from Warehouse Local 6, Longshore Local 10,
•Ship Clerks' Local 34 and ILWU Ladies' Auxiliary 17 — interviewed
44 candidates for public office for the primary election on April 6
in Berkeley and Richmond, and the April 20 election in Oakland.
The following recommendations are made to ILWU members in
these East Bay communities:
BERKELEY — Primary Election — April 6
Mayor
Auditor
Board of Education

Warren Widener
Carol Ruth Silver
Carmen D. Alegria
Maudelle Miller Shirek
W. Hazaiah Williams
D'Army Bailey
Richard (Rick) Brown
Ira T. Simmons
Harriet G. Wood

City Council

RICHMOND — Primary Election — April 6
City Council

Gary Fernandez
Nello J. Bianco
Henrietta (McAlister) Vestal

OAKLAND — Primary Election — April 20
Betty Ann Bruno
Councilman, District No. 1
Paul L. Cobb
Councilman, District No. 3
Councilman, District No. 5 (write-in candidate) Dr. Kenneth B. Hoh
Douglas Jones
Councilman, District No. 7
Reverend Frank Pinkard
Councilma n-at-large
Board of Education
School
School
School
School

District No. 1
District No. 2
District No. 3
District No. 4

Barney Hilburn
No Recommendation
Jesse C. Gutierrez
Ellison W. Brown

(TEAR OUT AND TAKE TO THE POLLS WITH YOU)

