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Hotel Talks
Resumed
In Hawaii

Thetj shall beat their sroorbs into plowshares,

SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU
Coast Longshore Negotiating Committee broke off negotiations with
the Pacific Maritime Association on
December 15. The Committee attributed the breakoff to "PMA's position
of not being able to agree to refer
. . . nine items to the locals and/or
areas for local control and negotiations."
The Committee noted that the
PMA took strong objection to referring to local negotiations those
issues pertinent to manning scales
and steady men.
PMA insisted that manning scales
and steady men (sec. 9.43) should be
dealt with on a coastwise basis.
The Negotiating Committee is in
recess and will not reconvene until
developments, in its opinion, warrant further bargaining.

HONOLULU—At Dispatcher presstime,
hotel negotiations, broken off several
weeks ago, had resumed.
The full backing of the International
Executive Board for the strikers was apparent in the presence of Louis Goldblatt,
ILWU secretary-treasurer, at the bargaining table.
Local 142 hotel workers are hanging tough on their 24-hour picket
line at eight Neighbor Island hotels
as their strike moves into its third
month. ,
They were cheered last week by a
pledge of complete support from the
International Executive Board,which
promised to throw the weight of the
entire International union into the
struggle, if necessary.
The strikers already have the complete support of all divisions of the
iEwu in Hawaii. All ILWU locals
throughout the state are contributing money for strike relief and have
made food donations.
OTHER UNIONS
Statements of support have also
come from the AFL-CIO State Federation of Labor, the Hawaiian Government Employees' Association, and
the United Public Workers. Donations have been received from government employees, from the printers, office workers and from several
ILWU locals on the mainland.
International secretary-treasurer
Louis Goldblatt arrived here December 5 on instructions from the International Executive Board to try to
facilitate a settlement.
Goldblatt told the Honolulu Advertiser, "If the employers are embarked on an attritional battle with
the union . . . or if we decide a definite attempt is being made to break
the union down . . . we will see if we
can bring the necessary support."
Immediately upon arrival in Hawaii, Goldblatt was involved in a
series of meetings with the union's
executive board and negotiating
committee; also with State Supreme
Court Judge Bert Kobayashi, who
attempted mediation at Governor
Burns' request, and Federal Mediator
Reynold Hagist.
Prior to the resumption of talks,
hotel owners had shown little interest in real bargaining. Rather, they
insisted on taking away benefits already enjoyed by workers at struck
hotels, and refused to move on any
major issues.
• Commenting on the necessity of
patience and toughness, hotel division director George Martin said
that "a lot of people remember 1949
when a longshoretnan had to fight
six months to break out of second
class status. But the gains made
since then have repaid them many
times over."
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A letter sent out detailing the issues involved in the break-off has
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onb their spears into pruning-hooks: gi ri

Season's Greetings
From the ILWU International
officers and Dispatcher staff

Exec Board

Full Support
To Island
Hotel Strike
VANCOUVER, B.C. — The ILWU
International Executive Board in its
final meeting for the year—December 2-4—covered a wide spectrum of
union business, with emphasis on
bringing the full muscle of the entire ILWU behind the embattled hotel strikers on three Neighbor Islands in Hawaii.
With 2,000 actually on strike, and
some 7,000 dependents, about 9,000
people are directly affected in the
struggle. It was reported that key
issues are not only wages and fringe
benefits, but an apparent determination of some employers to try
to break the ILWU hotel workers.

HARRY BRIDGES

WILLIAM CHESTER

president

vice-president

Following a full report by the
three Hawaii Board members and
two official observers from Local
142, the board went on record, not
only for all-out support of the strikers, but to order the International
officers to involve themselves im-

LOUIS GOLDBLATT
secretary-treasurer

JACK HALL

-Continued on Page 3

vice-president

SIDNEY ROGER

editor

Washington Bulletin
WASHINGTON,DC—At Dispatcher
press time both houses of congress
were moving towards quick approval
of strong occupational health and
safety law aimed at protecting virtually every working man and woman in the United States. A full report will appear in the next issue.
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A Year-End View of the Economy
by Fred Wright
(United Electrical Workers cartoonist)

AE-1 -Nog IN FAVoROF FIGOTING INFLATION

VON LINEMPLO`IMSNT
HEN WE WERE in Vancouver, British Columbia, for the
International Executive Board meeting, the papers,
radio, and TV were going continuously on that one subject of
the release of the British trade commissioner, James Richard
Cross, in Montreal.
There has been no general labor movement position on the
question of the rights or wrongs of hijacking, kidnaping and
bombing. Unions generally take the same position that most
people do on the use of violence in our society. In other
words—they're against it.
If these devices—the use of hijacking, kidnaping, bombing—are weapons that would be called truly revolutionary,
then one might wonder why they are not used more often by
people in daily life. For example, why couldn't these methods
be engineered as part of collective bargaining? Of course it
wouldn't be a "legal" weapon, but if pressure is all that is
needed then why couldn't this method be utilized?

W

4/11S-At
I RAISE THIS not in serious vein, but because such methods

Fred Wright

NIXON DELIVERS

"Well. Ma. Nixon said he'd get the boys home, and here
they are. . . two from the steel mill, three from the tool plant
and one from the foundry."
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are becoming more commonplace every day—especially in
this country, and, of course, more recently in Canada.
Let's analyze these primitive methods a step at a time.
Take hijacking. Here we have a situation where a man or
woman climbs aboard a plane filled with passengers—all
kinds of people; all races, colors and creeds, rich and poor,
men, women and children. Even some workers, taking a
cheap tour—a once in a lifetime holiday, perhaps—would be
there.
The hijacker then says in effect to all the people on the
plane, as well as to its owners and the government: Do as I
say you must do; go where I say you must go or I'll see to it
that everyone of you dies!
So this is a revolutionary tactic? It is like hell. I sure see
nothing revolutionary or courageous about it whatsoever.
Then there's the next tactic, the use of kidnaping, holding someone for ransom until you have your way. This is a
tactic, incidentally, which reaches far back into the dark
ages when it was employed generally by kings and princes
in struggles for power against each other.
This is exactly what happened in Montreal, to the British
official, Cross, who was finally released after Montreal and
provincial police, supported by federal troops, discovered his
hide-away.
In another case, a Government Labor Minister in Quebec,
Pierre LaPorte, was murdered by another group of kidnapers.
This is the group who claim they are fighting in the name
of justice, equality and liberty, to separate the Province of
Quebec from the Canadian nation.

AST, THERE IS something I consider most cowardly of
all—bombing. If one combs the pages of labor history in
all countries at all times, one notices that bombing is used
only as a last resort when all other methods fail. It is a
natural for police agents and labor spies to accomplish their
aims—evil or otherwise, and to discredit unions, break
strikes and confuse the working classes.
For example, there is the Mooney Case. In that situation,
Tom Mooney, a noted labor leader in San Francisco, was accused of a vile bombing plot in which a number of people
were killed in 1916 in the so-called Preparedness Day Parade.
Mooney was first sentenced to die and finally his sentence
was commuted to life. Eventually Mooney was fully pardoned
and the entire world was aware that his conviction was a
hoax and a frame-up against the labor movement.
In our industry later on there was the Modesto frame-up.
It was eventually proven that the guy who persuaded a
bunch of our union people (mainly Marine Firemen), to take
a trip up to Modesto, ostensibly to blow up a few oil tanks,
was discovered to be a paid agent of the oil companies. This
happened during the West Coast oil tanker strike of 1935.
When I say it's cowardly, I mean it's a lot different from
a holdup man marching into a bank with a gun and saying
"give me your money." After all he runs serious risks, he
takes his own life in his hands. But a bomber who plants
bombs and then takes off leaving innocent persons in jeopardy is certainly taking no chances with his own life.
These methods such as hijacking, kidnaping and bombing
are crude and insane operational tactics. They are antipeople more than anti-establishment. They don't benefit the
working class, or help bring about social betterment for
humanity.
We as workers banded together in a union have the greatest weapon of all. Properly organized and planned, properly
used, our weapon has all the potential of a nuclear bomb.
And I mean the organized striking power of working people.
With this power to strike, to join forces to even bring
about nationwide shutdowns, organized workers can use
striking power to stop producing or even to stop wars.
Bombing or kidnaping or hijacking will never equal this
workers' weapon or ever even come close.
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Isle Youth
Support ILWU
Hotel Strike

-

HONOLULU — One of the main
tactics of employers against the Local 142 hotel strike has been to try
to cajole island and mainland youth
to work at the struck hotels.
Hotel employers had high hopes.
They figured that young transients
from the mainland, who had no ties
with local people, would be willing
to scab.
But the results haven't been impressive, despite management's efforts to hire the "longhairs" whom
they previously scorned.
Union observers say that most of
these young so-called longhairs are
basically more sympathetic to workers than to bosses and won't scab.
Many of them are rebels against
war and the exploitation of human
beings.
One hotel executive spoke to a
class of over 200 business students
at the University of Hawaii on December 10, offering them free transportation, room and board and work
seven days a week as strikebreakers
during their Christmas vacation.
This was attempted at the Hilo
campus of the University. No Hilo
campus students are scabbing.
State Senate president David C.
McClung denounced the recruiting
of scabs at the University, as "reprehensible" and promised a full Senate investigation.
In a leaflet given out at the beginning of the strike at the University's Hilo campus, the strike committee explained the history of the
ILWU on the islands and what the
strike was all about:
"You are being asked to sell yourself to an employer to be used
against your friends and neighbors,
to weaken their power to shape a
decent life for themselves, and for
our community. They are fighting
for their jobs. The employer is asking you to be perfectly selfish and
uncaring, and to step into this fight
in order to pick up a little money.
... Maybe even 30 pieces of silver.
It's been done by others. But isn't it
an insulting proposition?"

Christmas in the Fields
The ILWU Executive Board, meeting in Vancouver earlier this
month, reaffirmed our union's support for the efforts of the United
Farm Workers' Organizing Committee (UFWOC) AFL-CIO, to bring
collective bargaining to agribusiness.
The farm workers, having won their five-year struggle to organize the table grape industry, are now embarked on a new
struggle to organize the lettuce fields in the Salinas Valley.
Cesar Chavez, UFWOC director, is in jail in Salinas on a contempt of court charge after he refused to call off a nation-wide
boycott of lettuce not picked by UFWOC members. According to
Superior Court Judge Gordon Campbell, Chavez will remain in jail
until he tells boycott organizers to halt the campaign.
But as Chavez was carried off to jail December 4 he told followers, "Boycott the hell out of them."
The injunction against the strike and the boycott was first issued October 8 upon a suit brought by Bud Antle, Inc., responsible for about eight percent of the Salinas Valley lettuce crop.
Judge Campbell at that time refused to stay the injunction unless the union posted a $2.75 million bond to protect Antle against
damages.
Addressing the crowd of 2,000 farm workers who came to see
Chavez off to jail, UFWOC assistant director Larry !thong said:
"Today shows us that the growers can use their influence with
the courts and the government to destroy the right of the poor
and the farm workers to have a decent life. But we won't let them
stop us."
The struggles of UFWOC are now depicted in 12 full color
paintings by farm worker Andrew Zermeno, which have been
turned into Christmas seals. A sheet of 48 seals can be obtained
by sending a $1 contribution to the UFWOC Defense Fund, P.O.
Box 130, Delano, California 93215.
The three seals reproduced here show (counter-clockwise),
Control of Dangerous Pesticides, Secret Ballot Elections: Democracy in Agriculture, and Grape Strike-1970.

ILWU Board Puts Full Steam Behind Hotel Strike
Continued from Page 1—

Avoid Scab
Hotels on
Island Holiday
HONOLULU — The Hotel Strike
Committee, representing ILWU
strikers on three Neighbor Islands,
has cautioned ILWU members on
the mainland, their relatives and
friends, from inadvertently making reservations during the holiday
season at any of the hotels now
being picketed by ILWU members.
This could happen, the Committee noted, in certain instances
where vacationing members book
package tours.
The hotels that are being struck
by the ILWU include the following:
On the big island of Hawaii—
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, Kona
Inn,Islander Inn,and Naniloa Hotel.
On Maui—the Kaanapali and the
Royal Lahaina.
On Kauai—Kauai Surf and the
Islander Inn.
In some cases where ILWU members tried to check into any of
these hotels they were immediately told about the strike and
moved over to a nonstriking hotel.
All members are asked to keep
this in mind and also tell their relatives and friends.

mediately in the island situation,
and to bring the full strength of the
entire union — both mainland and
Hawaii—to back the strike to the
hilt.
(On orders from the Executive
Board, Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt, flew to the islands immediately following the Board's adjournment, to implement the Board's
decision. As The Dispatcher went to
press negotiations had been resumed, with Goldblatt sitting in to
represent the International.)
The Executive Board—which conducts union business and policymaking between conventions—covered normal financial matters and
heard a report on the status of the
projected new International headquarters.
They studied pictures and charts
of the new four-story building,
which they approved. The time
schedule submitted by the architects includes bids going out on January 20, 1971, with construction contracts signed in late March, and
construction completed by August
15, 1972. (A drawing of the projected new International headquarters
can be found on page 4.)
President Bridges gave a report
on the recent month-long preliminary longshore caucus and told of
the start of early negotiations with
the PMA.
In order to acquaint the Executive Board with some of the new de-

velopments taking place on the
waterfront, and the recently signed
contract between ILWU Local 502,
New Westminster, B.C., and West
Shore Terminals, Ltd., at the huge
Roberts Bank "superport" complex.
Canadian area regional director
Craig Pritchett was invited to speak
on the situation in Canada and the
nature of the new contract. (Reported in The Dispatcher, December
4, 1970.)
'FREE HOFFA'
The Board reaffirmed its previous
position on demanding the freedom
of Teamster president James Hoffa,
and signed a new "Free Hoffa" petition which is being circulated among
all unions throughout the nation.
In conjunction with this "Free
Hoffa" petition, the Board moved to
circulate it officially to all ILWU
locals as well as other unions.
Reports were delivered by ILWU
vice presidents. William Chester, assistant to the president, discussed
the recent Container Fact-Finding
Committee trip to the East Coast.
The purpose was to determine how
the ILA handles the problems of
container work, stuffing and unstuffing, manning, jurisdiction,
wage guarantees and much else.
Vice president Jack Hall, director
of organization, reported on organizational growth within the last few
months, and organizing projected
for the future.
As the ILWU's major policy-making body between conventions, the
Board also involved itself in a num-

ber of internal jurisdictional beefs
and other private "housekeeping"
matters.
In other actions, the Board:
• Voted to continue support of
the United Farm Workers' current
lettuce controversy and boycott.
• Went on record again to advise
the United Trade Union Anti-Dictatorship Movement of Greece that
ILWU opposes the dictatorship in
Greece and supports efforts of trade
unionists to gain freedom.
• Encouraged the United States
Government to reinstate this nation's contribution to the work of
the International Labor Organization (ILO), an official department
of the United Nations, which is primarily concerned with worldwide
safety laws and workers health.
• Tabled further discussion on the
Alliance for Labor Action until the
next board meeting.
• Heard a short report on the
California Council for Health Plan
Alternatives, and called for full report for the next Board meeting.
• Refered to the Coast Committee
the recent communication from the
longshore union at Veracruz, Mexico, concerning their negotiations
with the Mexican government and
the possibility of a strike or lockout
in the Mexican port.
The next Executive Board meeting will take place in San Francisco,
Convention, which is slated to open
one month before the International
in Honolulu, Hawaii, on April 19,
1971.
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Columbia Pensioners'
Annual Holiday Fete

The ILWU International Executive Board last week checked over
and approved plans and drawings for the new International
headquarters building in San Francisco. The new building, at
Myrtle and Franklin Streets, was designed by the firm of Anshen and Allen to be structurally simple, for maximum efficiency, and economy. The outside is characterized by large,
deep set windows in sand colored concrete walls. Off the lobby
on the main floor will be the ILWU library, reading room, and
archives, and the office of the research director. The second,

third and fourth floors are identical in dimension, giving about
12,000 square feet of floor space each. The second floor will
be primarily for the use of the ILWU-PMA Benefit Fund, and
the Warehousemen's Welfare Fund. The administrative offices
of the ILWU, conference rooms and Dispatcher editorial offices
will be on the third floor. The fourth floor will be for rental,
with the possibility of future ILWU expansion. The surrounding
area will be landscaped and set back from the street with an
attractive terrace at the rear of the building.

Big Push for Concentration Camp Repeal
Concentration camps.
The words are powerful. They
should not be used lightly because
they evoke memories of unparalleled
crimes against humanity.
It can't happen here?
The problem is, it has happened
and unless the present "lame duck"
session of Congress acts quickly, it
could happen again.
One of the most pressing pieces of
unfinished business before the present session is a bill to repeal the
Emergency Detention Act of 1950.
This is the act that established "detention centers" throughout the
country to house alleged subversives
in case of a "national emergency."
The repeal bill is sponsored by Hawaii's Rep.Spark Matsunaga,and cosponsored by many other Congressmen from ILWU areas. The Senate,
in a move initiated by Hawaii's Senators Fong and Inouye and California's Cranston,dumped the detention
act a year ago.
Repeal also has the enthusiastic
backing of several ILWU district
councils, local executive boards, auxiliaries, pensioners clubs and the International Executive Board and
convention.
PROVISIONS
The Emergency Detention Act—
actually Title II of the so-called Internal Security Act of 1950, provides:
• The President may declare an internal security emergency in the
event of an invasion of the US or its
possessions, a Congressional declaration of war, or an insurrection.
• Once an emergency is declared,
the attorney general may detain any
person about whom there is "reasonable ground to believe that such person probably will engage, or probably
conspire to engage in, acts of espionage or sabotage."
• When arrested, the prisoner will
be brought before a "preliminary
hearing officer" who will determine
whether or not there is such reasonable ground.

At this hearing the attorney general is not required to furnish the
sources of his evidence.
• An appeal over the head of the
preliminary hearing officer could be
made to a "detention review board"
which would be appointed by the
President. The same ground rules of
the preliminary hearing would apply
here.
DETENTION CAMPS
In other words if the atmosphere
in the United States were sufficiently
hysterical, the President could declare a national emergency and arrest all people who he believed might
do something injurious to national
safety — without any guarantee of
due process and trial by jury.
The detainees would be taken to
detention camps set up under the law
without any indication of when they
might be freed.
The detention camps exist. They
are at Avon Park, Florida; in Allenwood, Pennsylvania; El Reno, Oklahoma; Tule Lake, California; Wickenberg and Florence, Arizona.
One is being used as a school, others as state and federal prisons, and
the Tule Lake camp was used to
house migratory agricultural workers.
JAPANESE DETAINED
It can't happen here? It already
has. In the spring of 1942 it took the
US military only 137 days—four and
a half months—to ship 110,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry to detention centers on the grounds that, in
the words of the head of the Western
Theater of Operations:
"The Japanese race is an enemy
race, and while many second and
third generation Japanese ... have
become 'Americanized,' the racial
strains are undiluted."
Thousands of Japanese-Americans
spent the war years behind barbed
wire, having lost all their possessions
and property, allowed to take only
what they could carry in their hands.
Significantly, no Italian - Ameri-

cans or German-Americans received
such treatment.
Back in 1942 the ILWU was one of
the few unions that spoke out against
the hysteria.
At the end of the war, when everyone had calmed down some about the
"yellow peril," most Americans agreed
with the ILWU position. Even President Truman's Civil Rights Committee called it "the most striking mass
interference since slavery with the
right to physical freedom."
NEW HYSTERIA
Yet, despite this sobering wartime
experience, the Detention Act was
passed in 1950 on the crest of a wave
of cold war hysteria.
Today, the camps established under this law are deserted or being
used for other purposes. But, says
New York's Rep. Shirley Chisolm,
"the law's mere presence on the books
is an offense, especially to Americans
of color."
And Patsy Mink of Hawaii,of Japanese ancestry, says, "as long as the
Emergency Detention Act stands on
the books, there will be fears among
our people that the government will
repeat its massive error of World War
II against Japanese-Americans. The
Act of 1950 could be interpreted as
giving approval to what happened to
the Japanese-American. Thus, it is
imperative that it be repealed."
Yes less than a year ago, Deputy
Attorney General Richard Kleindienst said that "if people demonstrate
in a matter to interfere with others,
they should be rounded up and put
in a detention camp."
And the House Un-American Activities Committee suggested in 1968
that the camps be used for black nationalists and communists.
So the remnant of the cold war hysteria still remains. Statements such
as those made by Kleindienst, and
the recommendations of HUAC only
show the necessity of immediate repeal, so that the shadow of the unspeakable brutality of 25 years ago
does not hang over this country.

PORTLAND—The Christmas blowout hosted by the Columbia River
Pensioners Memorial Association
was held December 14, at Taylor's
Viewpoint Inn with 300 pensioners,
wives, widows and officers of Area
Local 7.
The scheduled featured speaker,
Bill Chester, vice-president and assistant to president Bridges, wired
that he was prevented by urgent
union business from coming to Portland to "renew old friendships and
join in a toast to a peaceful and secure world."
Another speaker missing as a result of longshore negotiations in San
Francisco was Fred Huntsinger,
president of Local 8. Vice-president
Bob Condart attended in his place.
Mike Sickinger, recently re-elected
to his tenth term as president of the
pensioners, acted as master of ceremonies at the affair which included
a cocktail hour, lavish buffet and
dancing.
Sickinger introduced incoming
and outgoing officers and announced that a luncheon, to be
known as the Carl Anderson luncheon, would be held later to honor
wives and widows who served refreshments at pensioners' meetings
in 1970. The meetings are held in
the Portland Longshore Hall on the
first Thursday of each month at 1
p.m.
Anderson was pensioners' secretary at the time of his tragic death
last summer on his way home from
the pensioners' picnic.

Local 34 Drive Aids
Farm Workers Kids
SAN FRANCISCO — "Dollars for
Delano" — a traditional drive by
Ship Clerks Local 34 for the children of the United Farm Workers
in Delano, California, took place in
this area, Thursday, December 17.
This is the fourth pre-Christmas
drive to make December 25 a little
brighter for the farm workers' children. Requesting ship clerks to
make these collections on all the
docks and terminals, the 34 Digest
said:
"The struggles of this group has
resulted in a union victory in the
grape fields, and now they struggle
to capture the jurisdiction of the
lettuce fields in Salinas."
At the first membership meeting
of the month, the drive was kicked
off with a contribution of $500 on
behalf of all the clerks in Local 34.

ILWU Pensioners Get
Tax Reporting Forms
SAN FRANCISCO—Pensioners will
receive federal tax reporting forms
for 1970 with their January 1, 1971
pension checks from the ILWU-PMA
Benefit Funds office.
IRS Form 1099 will be mailed to all
longshore division pensioners. In addition, everyone who received M & M
disability or death benefits will be
sent a separate form 1099 showing
the amount of payment for the calendar year 1970; all those who received M&M vesting benefits during
1970 will be sent the wage and tax
statement,IRS Form.W2.
For reference, the annual federal
tax information bulletin issued by
the Coast Committee will be mailed
with the January 1971 checks. Questions on individual tax reports should
be asked of the Internal Revenue
Service, or a tax consultant.

Next Dispatcher
Deadline December 31
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NIXONOMICS: Workers Pick Up Tab
"In the fairly crude, primitive economic system in which we live, we do
not know how to mesh full production,
full employment and steady prices."
—Economic columnist Sylvia Porter

By the ILWU Research Department

President Nixon has been in office
nearly two years. During that time
he has accomplished a feat many
thought impossible in the American
economy — simultaneously we have
had a sharp rise in unemployment
coupled with continued price hikes.
Economic pundits teach that capitalism isn't supposed to work this way.
It is traditionally a rule of economics
that as more people are laid off,
prices either stay constant or go
down.
On June 17, 1970, in a major address on the economy, the President
announced actions "that will help to
move us ahead more quickly toward
our goal of full employment, economic growth and reasonable price
stability in peacetime." Subsequent
events have tarnished the President's
rosy optimism.
By the end of 1970, we will have had
two years of the greatest inflation in
consumer prices since the post-war
years 1946 and 1947.
During these two years of Republican administration, the number of
unemployed in the United States has
increased by some two million. This
November, the unemployment rate
climbed to 5.8 percent—meaning 4.6
million people out of work—the highest rate in seven and one-half years.
Three hundred and fifty thousand
workers were added to the ranks of
the unemployed in the month of November alone. Returning Vietnam
veterans have been among the hardest hit by growing joblessness.
Economic growth — measured in
terms of the output of all goods and
services—has faltered. Profits have
been "squeezed" and business failures
have been plentiful. We have experienced the worst stock market crash
since the 1930's.
And until recently, interest rates
were at their highest point in 100
years.
The economic policies of the President and his advisors—carved out by
major industrialists and Wall Street
financiers — have been specifically
designed to have the working class
pick up the tab for this nation's economic imperfections. Working people
bear the burden through increased
unemployment, regressive taxation,
higher interest rates, and cutbacks
in domestic spending.
On December 1, the President's
Council of Economic Advisers issued
its second "inflation alert"—with labor as the primary target.
Singling out recently negotiated
wage increases, the President's men
zeroed in on collective bargaining
settlements in the construction, automobile and transportation industries. While the Council took a passing swipe at some recent price increases, it was clear they considered
organized labor to be the major villain.
Emphasizing the Administration's
coddling of its friends in the business
world, syndicated columnist Sylvia
Porter reported on a conversation on
December 8, she had with a "tough
industrialist" who told her:"My company raised prices weeks after Nixon
became President. Our own economist told us to go ahead and said we
wouldn't be called SOBs by the White
House."
WHO'S RESPONSIBLE
Time and again the country has
been told that those "damned
unions" create all our economic prob-

lems by negotiating "inflationary"
settlements for their members. While
it is obvious that at some point the
cost of labor is reflected in the cost
of various goods and services, the
hard economic facts do not support
the allegation that higher wages automatically cause higher prices.
The highly - respected Wall Street
Journal wrote in October, "Labor
costs aren't the Frankenstein monster they're often cracked up to be."
The paper said that labor costs per
unit of output have risen only slightly
in the past year and much less so
than in 1968 and 1969. It is also significant that the largest price rises
have emerged in so-called service industries—industries that are hardly
unionized at all. This includes hospital and doctor fees, insurance rates,
automobile repairs, etc.
Price rises for manufactured goods
often reflect the monopolistic nature of price-fixing in the American
economy. The Wall Street Journal,
December 9, provides a good illustration of this:
"Ford led off the price parade in
mid - September this year with an
across - the - board 5 percent price
boost which worked out to an average
of $156 per car. Eight days later, GM,
the acknowledged industry price
leader, followed with a $208, or 6.2
percent boost.
"Chrysler and American Motors
followed shortly with their price increases and then Ford, in mid-October, announced a further price increase to match GM.
"GM, following a 10-week strike
... announced a further price increase in late November in order to
pass along more of its new labor costs
to the consumer. Chrysler then followed GM with an additional price
increase."
And on December 9, Ford once
again announced a price hike and fell
in line behind Chrysler and GM.
VIETNAM WAR DRAIN
The war in Vietnam is universally
recognized as the single most important cause of our present economic
difficulties. That war drains 25 to 30
billion dollars a year from the nation's wealth.
How does Vietnam and other defense spending affect the working
class consumer?

layed or stopped indefinitely. Aid to
education, to the elderly, to the indigent, has been held to rockbottom.
And then to make matters worse,
when Congress finally got around to
cutting back on defense spending, no
plans were made to provide productive employment to the thousands of
workers laid off. Few steps are being
taken to convert the economy to a
peacetime footing.
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A disturbing turn recently taken by
Congress has been the pressure for
restrictive trade legislative "protectionism." This will drive prices up because it will limit price competition
by eliminating certain foreign-made
consumer goods from the market.
Countries around the world are
threatening to retaliate against the
American goods. Such a trade war
will have a disastrous effect on employment in this country. One economist,for example,estimates that six
jobs protected or created by import
restrictions would mean seven jobs
lost through shrinkage of our exports.
Blame for our present conditions
cannot be laid on President Nixon
alone. To begin with he inherited
from two Democratic Administrations the disastrous war in Vietnam
and the massive defense budget. (Of
course, the Republicans did not oppose the steps toward war.)
More important, he inherited an
economic system with certain builtin shortcomings. For example, we
have not yet found the means to
achieve full employment during
peacetime. (Some government
spokesmen call 4 percent unemployment "full employment." To
working people, full employment
means everybody working.)
Under this economic setup, we have
not been able to achieve price stability without increasing unemployment. We are not willing to curb
growing concentrations of wealth at
one end of the economic spectrum
and continued poverty at the other
end. We have not been able to have
orderly economic expansion at home
without substantial doses of economic intervention abroad.
Barring the likelihood of a radical
reform in the American economic
system, we need actions which will

ra

stimulate both production and employment:
• An end to the war in Vietnam;
cutbacks in defense spending; sharp
increases in domestic spending for
housing, medical care, education, air
and water pollution and various public works projects which would provide necessary employment and
needed public services.
• Tax reform at all levels of government—reform which would shift
the tax burden from those least able
to pay to those most able to pay. Taxing the wealthy and closing the loopholes would substantially raise government revenues which could be
subsequently plowed back into the
domestic economy.
• Steps to curb the growing trend
toward monopoly in the economy.
• Reform of the welfare system,
increased Social Security,and a guaranteed annual income.
• Steps to expand free trade on
a world-wide basis.
• Curbs on American companies
operating abroad at the expense of
the jobs and incomes of American
workers.
• Lower interest rates, and greater
public control of the banking empire.

VW •

Hundreds of thousands of workers
labor on ordnance and munitions
used in Vietnam, all the time earning
wages they expect to spend at home
on the necessities of life. At the same
time that the country spends over $70
billion a year on defense, the nation's
factories turning out consumer goods
are operating at about 75 percent of
their capacity.
Thus we find a large number of
workers producing goods that the
people cannot buy, while the production of necessary consumer goods is
being held back.
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The Wall Street Journal recently
put it this way: "The worker who receives $150 per week for making cars
helps increase the supply of goods
that his pay can subsequently buy.
But a worker who receives $150 per
week for making bombs for use in
Vietnam does nothing to increase the
supply of consumer goods."

4111111,

Manufacturers are given a golden
opportunity to raise their prices, because the supply of consumer goods
is deliberately limited.
Spending for defense has caused
sharp cutbacks in outlays for domestic use.
Home, school, and hospital construction have fallen off sharply.
Public works projects have been de-

SAFETY AWARDS—Three ILWU members received awards for years of dedicated
work in the field of docks safety at the governor's 21st annual safety conference in
Olympia last month. From left, holding citations, are Clinton B. Mayer, Local 19,
Seatle; Mel Bannister, Local 21, Longview; and August Koch, Local 4, Vancouver,
Wash.
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Local 8's John Olson Elected Oregon ILWU's Legislative Rep

'
Photo by Gary Larsen.

Ernie Baker, right, gives portfolio to incoming lobbyist, John Olson, left. Olson, of
Local 8, Portland, became Columbia River District Council's legislative Representative
at Salem December 13. Baker, who retired from waterfront last June, pioneered the
post 18 years ago, helped win many notable victories for labor, including the first
increases in workmen's compensation in many years.

PORTLAND — John Olson, the
CRDC's newly elected representative
at Salem, took over from veteran
lobbyist Ernest E. Baker at the
CRDC's December 13 meeting in the
Local 8 Hall.
Baker, who retired from the Portland waterfront (last June, received
a standing ovation. Olson, a past
secretary of Local 8, was given a
portfolio of suggestions for action
on many items.
He was unopposed for the lobbyist
post. The Council voted for him to
attend a Citizens Conference on
School Finance as his first assignment in his new post.
Olson may have some help at the
legislature his predeccessor lacked
since the Railway Firemen and Engineers proposed a new lobbying coalition of representatives from transportation industry unions.
The CRDC voted to cooperate with
such a lobby, while maintaining its
own legislative representative. The
coalition is expected to include the
railway brotherhoods, ILWU, the
teamsters, transit unions and UAW.
Moving to the national level, the
meeting focused attention on legislation at the "lame duck," and 1971
Congressional sessions.
The CRDC reaffirmed its position
on the McCarran Act and the Eastland bill, and urged support for the
Matsunaga bill for repeal of the concentration camp provisions of the
McCarran Act's Title II.

was

inSecretary J. K. Stranahan
structed to wire the four Northwest
senators,opposing moves to continue
curbs on log exports.
The action on logs was taken after
Stranahan read an emergency report
from Al Lannon on the dangers
faced by the Northwest's main export item.
The delegates also renewed their
opposition to the protectionist trade
bill setting quotas on imports.
International representative James
S. Fantz stressed labor's increasing
need in the '70's to assume leadership for legislative solutions to problems of environmental pollution, poverty and unemployment.
He urged Senator Hatfield, (R.,
Ore.) not to forsake the political
arena. "With 200 million people in
the country, and 100 senators, the
value of a man like Hatfield cannot
be overemphasized."
Following Fan tz' talk, it was
voted that "we urge Hatfield to run
for a second term."
In other actions, the Council:
• Heard a progress report from
Local 28 on gains made since negotiation of a contract between the
Watchmen and the Commission of
Public Docks.
• Reaffirmed its support of the
United Farm Workers Organizing
Committee, AFL-CIO, and urged affiliates to support the committee's
efforts to "organize all farm workers, crop by crop."

Due Process? Fair Play? Not When Congress Gives Log Exports the Ax
by Albert Lannon
ILWU Washington Representative

.14.%

..

WASHINGTON, DC — The lameduck session bringing the 91st Congress to its weary conclusion has
intensified the wheeling and dealing
which too often amounts to a subversion of the democratic legislative
process.
A case in point which is passing
unnoticed by the press and public is
a move to extend restrictions on the
export of logs from western federal
timberlands. The point of this story
is not whether or not there should be
restrictions on log exports. That can
be debated. What is at issue is that
for the third time such restrictions
are being put into effect without
public hearings, without a case being
made and proved.
When issues like welfare, peace,
urban development, auto insurance
reform and job safety come to the
floor, there is endless debate. Those
who oppose such progressive measures keep yelling for "due process"
and "extended consideration"—such
as the filibuster. But when monied
special interests want action, it can
happen in as little time as two and
one-third minutes. That was the total time allowed for consideration of
an amendment extending log export restrictions through 1973. That
was an amendment to the Housing
and Urban Development Act adopted
on December 3 by less than a quarter of the House of Representatives.
ROUND ONE
The story begins with wildly fluetuating lumber prices in the Pacific
Northwest, and growing demands
that Japan be forced to buy processed lumber instead of raw logs.
In April, 1968 lumber interests and
government representatives from the
two countries met in Tokyo, and
agreed there was no need for an immediate decision. However, a few
weeks later the Departments of Agriculture and Interior announced joint
administrative action restricting log
exports from western Washington
and Oregon, the restrictions to last
one year.
There were no hearings. Opponents of restrictions, including ports,

longshoremen and the League of
Women Voters, never had their day
in court. And they would not get one.
The second round came in the
summer of 1968 when Oregon Senator Wayne Morse moved a rider to
the Foreign Aid Act. The "Morse
Amendment" limited log exports
from federal timberlands. There
were no hearings. Senator Morse
begged a House-Senate conference
on Foreign Aid to accept his amendment to help him win re-election.
Final approval came under administration pressure to get the bill out.
The rider to the Foreign Aid Act was
accepted and log restrictions were
meant to run until the end of 1971.
The third part of the story begins
in 1970. Senator Mark Hatfield (ROre.) drafted proposed new legislation including provisions for annual
determinations on the amount of
logs allowed for export. The draft
open for suggestions and revision, Hatfield announced. Opponents of restrictions began gathering
data for presentation, at long last,
of their case.

was

QUICK AND SECRET
On November 19, 1970, in the midst
of a rump session crowded with controversies over such significant issues as social security, foreign trade,
occupational health and safety, welfare reform, urban development,
manpower programs, the SST, and
much else, Oregon's Republican Senator Robert Packwood — the man
who had defeated Wayne Morse—
introduced a bill to extend the
"Morse Amendment" for five years.
Despite the crowded calendar and
the fact that the present restrictions
had over a year before expiration,
Packwood pushed for early consideration. Committee Chairman John
Sparkman (D-Alabama),rather than
call a committee meeting, began
polling members by telephone to solicit unanimous consent to send the
bill to the floor.
When objections were raised by
the few people in Washington who
knew about the bill, the telephone
polling was discontinued and a
closed, executive session of the committee was scheduled to report the

legislation out. Once again this was
without hearings or any semblance
of due legislative process. .
Meanwhile, back in the House, rumor had it that Rep. John Dellenback (R-Ore.) was going to move
a rider to the pending Housing and
Urban Development Act. His office
denied knowledge of such intent.
WHAT WE SAW
Sitting in the House gallery on December 2, an interested observer
could see Rep. Dellenback confer at
length with Rep. Al Ullman, a Democratic colleague from Oregon. Then
Ullman went to the network of clerks
and desks surrounding the Speaker's
chair, obtained a pad of paper, and
drafted an amendment. Ullman
checked back with the floor manager of the housing bill, and submitted his amendment to the clerk.
Opponents of log restrictions questioned whether it was proper to attach a log rider to the housing
bill, and criticized the lack of legislative due process. Few members
of Congress really knew anything
about the issue, and fewer really
cared. One low-ranking committee
member, Rep. Thomas Rees (DCalif.) agreed to question the
amendment if and when it hit the
floor. "Why not?" Rees said, "I'm
the last free trader in Congress anyway."
A call to Ullman's office the next
morning elicited the information
that the congressman had, in fact,
introduced a five year extension of
the "Morse Amendment" and ex-;
pected a vote on it that afternoon.
That afternoon Ullman and Rep.
Rees held repeated conferences on
the floor while the housing bill itself
was being gutted. Late in the afternoon Unman and Rees left the floor,
emerging a short while later from
the cloakroom. Ullman went to the
Speaker's desk, obtained his amendment, scratched something out and
wrote in new language. The Chairman of the Committee accepted a
request to limit further debate on
seven pending amendments to two
and one-third minutes per member
asking to be recognized. Rep. Rees
did not stand, and left shortly thereafter.

An opponent of log export restrictions sitting in the gallery speculated bitterly to a companion: "The
deal's made; a two year extension
and a promise of hearings."
And that is what it was. The two
members of "The Club" had come to
terms. A three-quarters empty
House, anxious to go home, voted by
voice to accept the amendment.
Also sitting in the Gentlemen's
Gallery was Ron Ahern, former administrative assistant to Ullman and
now a "consultant" with excellent
contacts on the Hill and with lumber
interests among his clients. Ahern
smiled as he made his exit.
At Dispatcher press time the log
amendment rider was before a
House-Senate conference on the
Housing and Urban Development
Act.
KEY FACTS LISTED
And so we see how the democratic
process is corrupted:
• The fact is that a case for restrictions on log exports has never
been made, never subjected to congessional and public scrutiny;
• The fact is that three successful
efforts to impose such restrictions
have never allowed for presentation
of the case against them;
o The fact is that, for at least five
years of restrictions, 1968-73, the issue has never received the due process with which Congress is supposed
to consider legislation;
• The fact is that special interest
groups have good friends willing to
take advantage of the chaos of a
rump session.
This corruption—in this instance
on an issue considered minor except
to those whose livelihood is affected
—subverts those elected by the people to administer and serve democracy. When legislators allow themselves to come to terms with avoidance of orderly and fair due process
—whether out of indulgence, compromise, self-interest, convenience,
or as a simple favor to a colleague or
friend—then the threat to law and
order becomes real and frightening;
a threat not from the streets, but
from the halls of Congress itself!
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Rohatch, Ackerman and
Hogan to Head Local 10
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU Longshore Local 10, in run-off elections
held early this month, named Robert
Rohatch president, defeating Cleophas (Bill) Williams; Jack Hogan
was named vice president.
Glenn Ackerman defeated Carl
(Smitty) Smith for the post of secretary-treasurer in the primary election.
Business agents will be George Kekai, Tony Gomes and Tom Lupher.
Elected chief dispatcher—with the
highest vote in the run-off--was David "Big Dave" Littleton. Other dispatchers in order of their vote are:
Jim Andersen, Charlie "West Coast"
Wells, Andrew J. Taylor, Vince Perez,
Jack Orchid, Ira Wyse, Joe Mosley
and Tony J. Gomez.
Former business agent Larry Wing
will represent the local in the area
labor relations committee.
Trustees will be Archie Brown,
Odell Franklin, Emile Powells, Jr.,
Mike Samaduroff and Larry Wing.
Local 10 will be represented at the
Northern California District Council
by Robert Rohatch, Glenn Ackerman, Archie Brown, Odell Franklin,
George Kaye, Jack Orchid, Emile
Powells, Jr., Cleophas "Bill" Williams,
Larry Wing, Mike Samaduroff and
Can "Smitty" Smith.
CONVENTION
Caucus and Convention delegates
will be Robert Rohatch, Glenn Ack-

erman, Archie Brown, Odell Franklin, George Kaye, David "Big Dave"
Littleton, Emile Powells, Jr., Mike
Samaduroff, Carl "Smitty" Smith,
Cleophas "Bill" Williams and Larry
Wing.
Sergeants-at-arms will be Isaac
"Shadow Man" Terry (hiring hall)
and Russ Dobbie (membership).
Also elected was a 35-man executive board, 15 members of the investigating committee, a grievance
committee, an appeals board, a promotions committee, and a publicity
committee.

Local 34 Names
Incumbents

SAN FRANCISCO — Major office
holders in Local 34 were reelected in
elections held by the clerks' local
earlier this month.
James Herman will serve another
term as president, Arthur C. Rosenbrock was re-elected secretary-treasurer and vice president Albert M.
Cebriain was also re-elected.
Incumbent business agent Bob
Donovan was also elected, defeating
a challenge by Robert Burke.
DISPATCHER
Don Regan upset incumbent San
Francisco dispatcher John Aitken, by
the narrow vote of 255 to 250. The
San Francisco relief dispatcher will
be Robert M.Carson.
Richard Oeagan will be East Bay
dispatcher, with Bill Goheen as relief dispatcher on that side of the
SEATTLE — When Art Olsen, 56, bay.
James Herman, Joseph Campion
a forty year veteran of the Seattle
waterfront, died last month, Local and Tom Robb, Jr., will serve as cau19 lost another from a shrinking cus and convention delegates.
Louis Bulb, Walter McConalogue
list of those stalwarts who originally
built this union. In the past few and Clarance Groswird were elected
years Art, for health and personal trustees; Clyde Dorsey, Harold Yanreasons, had slacked off his active ow and James Fleming, LRC; and
Union work, but for many years he James Herman, Northern California
served Local 19 on the executive District Council delegate.
Larry Harris and P. J. Bercovich
board, as delegate, dispatcher and
will be sergeants-at-arms.
secretary-treasurer.
Also elected was a nine man execuHere in Seattle a significant remark uttered by a close friend is be- tive committee, a five man grievance
ing widely quoted: "Damned shame committee, a five man investigating
of it is that Art had forty years in committee, a legislative committee
on the waterfront and was too and an information and publicity
committee.
young to retire."
STOCKTON UNIT
Seattle Auxiliary Elects
The Stockton unit elected Tony
SEATTLE — ILWU Auxiliary No. 3 Whitney chairman for 1971. Others
held its elections Thursday, Decem- elected were:
Charlie Casagro, vice chairman;
ber 5. Those elected were:
President, Vivian George; first Joe Mastro, secretary; Floyd Pillsvice-president, Vernice Strong; sec- bury, dispatcher; John Ulm, assistond vice-president, Irene Ridley; re- ant dispatcher; and John Cardona,
cording secretary, Elsie Johnson; sergeant - at - arms. The labor relacorresponding secretary, Esther Moi- tions committee includes Lou Ratto,
sic); treasurer, Lee Christiansen; ser- Frank McDonnell, Lew Dougherty
geant-at-arms, Mabel Stenson; and R. M. Marsh. Pillsbury is also
Stockton caucus and convention delchaplain,Jean Ostrus.
Elected to the executive board egate.
The Local 34 balloting committee,
were Hertha Johnson, Thelma Fairconsisting
of four retired clerks, inbanks, Clara Gould, Mickey Marcludes T. Carson, N. Oliveri, J. Mashall, Renee Jenkins.
honey, and J. Purcell, Sr.

Seattle Mourns
Art Olsen

Local 54 Elects Holland
STOCKTON — Eddie Holland has
been elected president of longshore
Local 54. Robert R. Ruiz will be vicepresident and Charles F. Foreman
will be secretary-treasurer.
LRC members will be Frank Jaworski, Jr. and Fred Kalune. Jaworski and Kalune will also be convention and caucus delegates. Willie
Deed Jr. will be sergeant-at-arms.

North Bend Auxiliary
NORTH BEND—Judy Erickson will
head Auxiliary 1 in 1971. Other new
officers installed by the outgoing
president, Leah Taff, included Helen
Combs, vice president; Delpha Jakovac, secretary; Maxine Wingart,
treasurer; Evelyn Hilliard, trustee;
and educational director, Valerie
Taylor.

Bailey, Holliday
Lead Local 12
COOS BAY — Eugene Bailey was
re-elected this month to serve a second term as president of longshore
Local 12 here. Gerald Holliday was
elected secretary-treasurer; Willis
Sutton, vice-president; and Robert
Sickender, dispatcher.
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BIG SHOTS AND LITTLE FISHES
BY

Fied

In recent columns we pointed to
the unique opportunities that ILWU
anglers have over inland anglers,
mainly the offshore and anadromous
species, covering but a portion of
these finned bounties. This column
carries the theme forward.
Longshoreman Ray E. Johnson of
1119 NW Market St., Seattle, a member of Local 19, and his missus really
hit the sea-run jackpot on a past
sortee to the Pacific briny out of
Westport, Washington, oft referred
to as the "Town that Salmon Built."

Here's a look-see at Ray with one
of the six salmon he and his wife
caught, fishing off the charter boat
"Playboy Too." He is holding the
largest of the catch, a Chinook, otherwise known as king salmon, which
tipped the scales at 30 pounds. The
other five salmon, all Coho (or silvers) averaged around 15 pounds—
and that's a lot of fish fare in any
man's locker.
*
*
*
It must be noted that the Pacific
salmon is no longer confined to the
west coast. Other runs, thanks to
egg transplants from Oregon and
Washington Columbia River stocks,
now prevail in key Great Lakes
streams, mainly Coho with a few
Chinook taken in the last year or so.
ILWU anglers of California and the
Northwest, Who are also members of
various sportsmen-conservationist
groups, such as the Northwest Steelheaders Association, sportsmen's
clubs affiliated with the National
Wildlife Federation and Izaak Walton League, can look back with a
sense of accomplishment on their
untiring efforts to protect and maintain healthy runs of west coast searun fish and they are likewise proud
of the part they have played in making these great game fish available
to the Great Lakes area.
Longtime member of ILWU Local
10 for over 36 years, is Milton E. Halvorsen of 176 High St., Pacheco, California. Both he and his wife Emma
are salmbn-fishing enthusiasts and
they'll think nothing of putting a
thousand miles or so on the old jalopy in quest of their finny targets.
This past season, they tripped to offshore waters off the mouth of the
Klamath River in northern California but after a few weeks of watching others catch fish and failing to
score they decided to head north.to
the waters of the Pacific out of
Brookings in southern Oregon.There,

Milt found the angler's pot of gold
and he's shown holding a big part
of it—a 42-lb. Chinook, one of nine
which he and his wife caught there
during a three-day stay. It took Milt
close to an hour to land this lunker
on 20-lb. test line and it earned him
third prize in the Curry County Fair
at Gold Beach.
Halvorsen admits that both he and
the missus were a bit apprehensive
while trying to net the monster in a
choppy sea, fishing from a 14-ft.
aluminum Jon boat.
*
* *
Another far-travelling longshoreman in quest of finny targets is Edward Mata of Lomita, California, retired from Local 94 in 1967. Here's a
photograph of him with a bowed-inthe-middle stringer of trout and he
writes:
"Fred, I thought I'd send in some
graphic proof to my fellow brothers
of Local 94 and 13 who may think
I'm stretching the truth when I tell
'em about the beautiful rainbow
trout I caught on a past-summer
sortee to lake waters out of Miners-

ville, Utah. They were caught this
past June 15; great fishing and
beautiful country."
*
*
*
Can your tackle box hold a fishing
lure? We'd be happy to do a little
horse trading: One of the illustrated
BOLO fishing lures — for salmon,
steelhead or trout—for a clear snapshot of a fishing or hunting scene,
and a few words as to what the photograph is about. Send it to:

Fred Goetz, Dept. TD
2833 S.E. 33rd Place
Portland, Oregon 97202
The offer is made to all members
of the ILWU—in good standing—the
members of their families, and of
course, retired members. Please
mention the Local number.
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Banks to Head Local 67
SAN FRANCISCO — Local 67 held
its annual elections last month.
Peggy Banks was re-elected to the
post of business agent-administrative secretary, and Irmgard Coleman
will be chairman and convention
delegate. The rest of the office workers' union offices will be filled at
the membership meeting on Tuesday, January 5, 1971.

SPEAKING OF FISHING here's a picture
of Bill Richardson, Local 13, son of Local
12 longshoreman Everett "Tookie" Richardson, with a 25-inch trout he caught
recently in the west fork of the Milli
Koma River near Coos Bay.
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What's Sick About Medical Care?
A Labor Diagnosis and Remedy
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — The disastrous
state of America's health care industry
—the high cost, unavailability of doctors, poor quality—has made a National
Health Insurance bill labor's top priority
in Congress. Recently, Thomas G. Moore,
Jr., executive director of the labor-sponsored California Council for Health Plan
Alternatives (CCHPA), laid it on the line
to a convention of practitioners in internal medicine, telling them exactly what
was wrong and what labor wanted.
The CCHPA, with which the ILWU is
affiliated, is one of labor's strongest
voices in the health field, representing
unions with over two million members.
ILWU secretary-treasurer Louis Goldblatt
is also secretary-treasurer of the CCHPA.

arrive after our insurance company's
equally mysterious checks have been
sent.
There are exceptions to this, of
course. There are multi - speciality
group practices where people can enter something that resembles a unified system of professionals, working
together to overcome health prob-

'Really, There's a Better Way!'

Excerpts from Moore's remarks follow:
Suppose,for a moment,that in this
society we got our educational services the same way we get our health
care.
We would find a history teacher
here, an English teacher there, and a
math teacher somewhere else. Most
of them, if they were organized like
modern medicine, would have individual offices, support a staff, buy
movie projectors and other modern
teaching equipment, and each time

Muskie to Speak
US Senator Edmund Muskie (DMaine) will discuss proposals for a
national health insurance plan at
next month's meeting of the California Council for Health Plan Alternatives in San Mateo, California. The
two-day meeting will take place January 26 and 27 at the Villa Hotel.
Council delegates will also hear
from University of California Medical
School Chancellor Phillip Lee on projects to evaluate health plans.
we had a lesson we would pay a fee,
depending upon the length of the lesson and whether or not we got a reading test or history quiz.
And to get into the gym we would
have to be admitted by a physical education teacher who would charge us
a fee every time he came around to
check our basketball form while the
gym would bill us so much for the
trampoline, so much for the punching bag, and a basic rate for showers,
towels, and lockers.
Out of all this, we would piece together an education,trying to coordinate all the training, trying to get
the history teacher to pass on his
observations of our work to the English teacher and so on.
This is absurd, of course. No democratic society would long tolerate an
educational system that operated
that way, for that is an educational
system useful only to an aristocracy.
SHOP AROUND
But that is essentially how we get
our medical services today in this
country. When all the elaborate apparatus of public and private health
programs are stripped of those features which are not relevant to individual medical needs, it boils down to
this: ... except for the President, and
members of the Congress, (who get
their medical care directly from a
federal system)and physicians themselves, who I assume know how to
make some judgments about how to
get medical services, the rest of us
just go shopping around, hoping that
the doctor we see knows what he is
doing, hoping that the hospital we
enter is run by civilized people, hoping that the laboratory that analyzes
our blood is run by competent people,
hoping against hope that we can afford to pay the mysterious bills that

lems. There are even a few such
groups that try preventing illness and
maintaining health at something like
a reasonable level.
But for the most part, medical care
in America is dispensed with the
same graceless chaos that characterizes our used car industry. For in
medicine, as in the auto industry, it's
every provider for himself. The advertising is more discreet, but that's
only because we have a surplus of
cars and a shortage of physicians.
What we expect, to come to the
point of this, is that some systematic
effort will be made to provide health
care in this country. We don't want
to put every doctor in uniform or on
salary, but we simply must find a way
to bring some order into this muddle
of waste, jurisdictional disputes, and
lack of quality controls. We want an

end to deliberate physician sanctions
against group practice experiments
and new programs involving organized delivery systems.
NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN
As for health care financing, our
expectations are very simple: we expect a national health insurance program to be enacted within a very few
years and we expect a steady decline
of fee-for-service financing and a
rapid move toward capitation prepayment systems where our public
benefits can be used to obtain care
from organized delivery systems.
We are no longer content to allow
the insurance companies to take 20
percent off the top and then spread
the rest of the money around so that
we can't find out where it goes or
what it buys, either in quantity or
quality. In California, we are slowly
but steadily mounting a campaign to
help union trust funds escape the
grip of indemnity insurance companies and move to self-insurance.
We think the service corporations
—the Blues and their smaller imitators—have a legitimate role in creating and servicing new health plans
but we cannot afford the luxury now
provided the insurance companies of
taking a big piece of our income for
profitable speculation. We have to
negotiate for the wages we receive,
and every cent we spend on health
insurance is money lost from income.
We want something better than a
nation which, in spite of its wealth,
allows a disgraceful infant mortality
rate. We expect a medical system that
does not put the cash register next to
the appointment book. We look for
a health system that does not allow
the rural and urban poor to go without even the elemental forms of medical care.
Our expectations are for change so
that health care moves •out of the
marketplace and into the forum of
basic social and political responsibility.

Portland Loads First
Japanese Containers
PORTLAND — The first Japanese
container ship, the Golden Arrow,
arrived at Terminal II December 11
and left down river with a record
load of 442 trailerable metal boxes
from the 26-acre terminal.
The ship's call inaugurated the
Japanese six - line service to Portland. Continued service will bring a
good many new man hours of work
to Locals 8, 40 and 92, according to
CRDC delegate Everett Ede, who
credited the fine work done in Washington by President Fred Huntsinger
with helping to spread some of the
Consortium's business in this area.

Lucero and Hart
Head Local 11
SAN JOSE — Local 11 president
George Lucero, unopposed, was reelected in balloting last week.
Oscar Hart won the post of secretary-treasurer. Trustees chosen are
Anthony Rondone, Lowell Samaro,
and Treva Moore. Francis Fink was
elected delegate to the Northern California District Council and Joseph
A. Lewis sergeant-at-arms.
Also elected was an executive board
of fifteen. Election of delegates to
the International convention will be
held early next year.

Get Jimmy
Home for Xmas
With Teamster General President
James R. Hoffa spending his fourth
Christmas behind bars, vice-president Frank Fitzsimmons has once
again called on unionists throughout
the country to write President Nixon
urging him to grant Hoffa a pardon.
President Nixon, who had no part
in the "get Hoffa" campaign which
framed the Teamster and sent him
to the federal penitentiary in spring,
1967, could easily issue a pardon,
says the IBT.

Carlson and Peters
Elected in Local 6
SAN FRANCISCO—A run-off election was held December 15 in the
San Francisco division of Local 6 to
elect two business agents. Elected
were incumbent Swan "Swede" Carlson with 356 votes and Mitch Peters
with 345 votes.
Candidate Joe Figueiredo received
336 votes and Ray Morales got 247
votes.

Her-Ex Strike Is
Three Years Old
LOS ANGELES — The printers'
strike against the Hearst-run, scab
operated Los Angeles Herald-Examiner turned three years old December
15. Newspapermen, printers and oth, ers were locked out almost instantly.
The last three years have seen the
Herald-Examiner's revenues dwindle
precipitously, as unionists carried on
the battle by means of a boycott.

Alaska Local 66
Elects Officers

ST. FRANCIS SQUARE co-op apartments in San Francisco, sponsored by the ILWUPMA joint pension fund, received another award recently. The American Institute of
Architects, at an Urban Coalition Housing Conference luncheon in Washington November 16, 1970, gave its Award of Merit "in recognition of distinguished accomplishment in low and moderate income housing architecture." Accepting the award
from Louis Douglass of the Nonprofit Housing Center (at right) is ILWU Washington
Representative Al Lannon (left) and Peter Kampf, representing St. Francis Square
architects Marquis & Stoller. Below, a picture of the St. Francis Square project.

CORDOVA, Alaska—Local 66 elections produced the following winners:
President, Roy Lee Dettinger; vice
president, Harold Brown;* secretarytreasurer, George L. Kritchen; dispatcher, Charles Nestor, and sergeant-at-arms, Max Villa.
Harold Brown, Knute Johnson and
James Iliff were elected to the Labor
Relations Committee; to the Executive Committee, Bob Dettinger and
Roy Lee Dettinger.

