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An Accolade
Of Praise for
Bob Robertson
LOS ANGELES — The ILWU con-

vention became a testimonial meet-
ing in honor of one of its first and
staunchest leaders when the reso-
lution commending vice president
J. R. (Bob) Robertson hit the floor.
Fourteen speakers rose to express

their admiration for Bob and their
thanks for his 35 years as the
union's leading organizer. President
Bridges presented on behalf of the
union a gold ring with the ILWU
insignia.
Robertson had announced in his

"On the March" column in The Dis-
patcher of January 10 that "I'm
hanging up the gloves . . . when the
next convention rolls around I won't
be a candidate for the office of vice
president."

First to speak on the resolution
was Paul Heide, business agent for
Local 6, who had shared with Bob
some of the tough and harrowing
organizing drives of the thirties and
forties in the south, the midwest
and west.
Speaking of New Orleans, Heide

related that "there was a period of
terror by the state and county po-
lice . . . the union hall was raided,
our homes were raided. . . Bob was

—Continued on Back Page

William Chester (above left), surrounded by Local 10 dele-
gates and his daughter. Above, right: Jack Hall acknowledges
standing ovation. Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt (lower
left) and President Harry Bridges (lower right) thank delegates.

Convention

Names New

ILWU Team

Bridges, Goldblatt
Chester and Hall

LOS ANGELES—Delegates at the largest ILWU Convention ever
held, last week nominated by acclamation a new team to lead the union
for the next two years. Named without opposition were veteran titled of-
ficers, President Harry Bridges and Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt,
as well as vice presidential candidates for two new offices established
by newly adopted constitutional
changes.
The two men who will be co-equal

vice presidents are:
• William Chester, who will be-

come Vice President-Assistant to the
President. Chester, longshore Local
10 member and longtime Northern
California regional director, has a
distinguished record both for his
work within the union and in the
community. He is the first black
man to achieve a titled officer post.
• Jack Hall, named Vice Pres-

ident-Director of Organization, is a
veteran regional director of the
ILWU in Hawaii, has a lifetime ca-
reer in union work, and has chalked
up an enviable record in organizing,
negotiating and directing union po-
litical action for some 34 years.

All four titled officers, nominated
by acclamation, were given standing
ovations.
The constitutional change that es-

tablished two vice presidents also
calls for these titled officers to com-

prise the national organizing com-
mittee and be responsible for selec-
tion and assignment of personnel.
This creates a new level of team res-
ponsibility. Previously the vice pres-
ident alone appointed international
organizers.

WORKING CONVENTION
The 18th Biennial Convention —

first to be held in Southern Califor-
nia since 1955 at Long Beach — was
truly a working convention. There
were a limited number of guest
speakers while almost unlimited at-
tention was given to the broad prob-
lems of the world at large.
The spectrum of policy statements

and resolutions ranged from such
pork chop issues as supporting long-
shoremen and their container beef
and next year's warehouse negotia-
tions all the way to a unanimous
call for cease-fire and "no more
Vietnams;" and from civil liberties,
racism, social problems to economic

—Continued on Page 3

Caucus Debate

Vote Asked
To Cancel
Dock Pact
LOS ANGELES — The 1969

Longshore Caucus was convened
Monday, April 14, following ad-
journment of the 18th Biennial
ILWU Convention. Containers
continue to be the prime issue.

Elected by acclamation as caucus
chairman was G. Johnny Parks, and
as caucus secretary, John E. Olson,
both of Local 8, Portland. As The
Dispatcher went to press caucus
delegates were discussing and de-
bating a number of recommenda-
tions.
On deck before the caucus is what

to do about the work of stuffing and
unstuffing containers and vans on
docks and adjacent areas on the
Pacific Coast.
Before the body in Los Angeles is

the recommendation of the Coast
Negotiating Committee on contain-
ers, pension parity and wages.
That recommendation asks the

caucus to order a referendum of
West Coast longshoremen and clerks
to determine whether or not to can-

-Continued on Back Page
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Bridges tells press conference that State Department's denial of visas to invited
labor union visitors from USSR is a "damned disgrace."

ILWU Influence Growing,
Bridges Tells Convention
LOS ANGELES — "The influence

of our union is growing," ILWU
president Harry Bridges told the
delegates in his keynote address to
the opening session of the 18th Bi-
ennial Convention.
Reasons referred to by Bridges

for growing ILWU influence were
participation in community and
political affairs, freedom to adopt
policies as it sees fit, thanks to in-
dependence from other union or-
ganizations and political parties, and
independent sources of information
about national and international de-
velopments.
Underlying all of this is the fact

that "We do not lose sight of the
first goal of this or any other union,
which is the day-to-day work of pro-
tecting workers' jobs and working
conditions and seeking to improve
the standard of living in terms of
wages and other things."
"We have almost a new union in

terms of a younger membership,"
Bridges said. "Those who fought and
worked to put the union together
over a quarter-century ago are not
here any more; they've retired. The
younger members . . . don't under-
stand much about our history, nor
do they care, and I'm not sure that
they should care.

PRESENT AND FUTURE
"It is understandable that young

people live for the present and the
future, and we are not doing our
work unless we understand that we
do have a new union in the sense
that the bulk of the membership is
young.
"They are all too willing to try

new ways of doing things and to
abandon some of the old-fashioned
methods that so far, it seems, worked
to our advantage."
On the subject of independence,

Bridges referred to the welcoming
address of Sigmund Arywitz, secre-
tary of the Los Angeles Federation
of Labor: "We are not separate and
apart from the great movement
represented by Sig Arywitz; we are
a part of the labor movement and
we cannot and do not intend to
separate ourselves from the working
class of our country or the world."
Concerning sources of informa-

tion: "Through our overseas delega-
tion program we have taken steps to
get information and become inde-
pendent of news media and official
government propaganda."

RACIAL EQUALITY
"Our union's record on racial

equality speaks for itself," the ILWU
president said. "We were pioneers in
this field, and although we still have
plenty to do, outside the union and
within, nevertheless the work done
in this connection by our rank and

file and local officers chalks up a
real mark of distinction for our
organization."
"We believe in fighting for peace

throughout the world," Bridges de-
clared, "and opposing the forces in
our country who all too often set
themselves up as judges of what is
good for the peoples of other coun-
tries."
Bridges expressed gratification

that "the administration in Wash-
ington has opened the door a little
and allowed Craig Pritchett, our
Canadian regional director, to be
here at this convention." Pritchett
had been barred from entering the
US to attend the previous two in-
ternational conventions.

VISITORS BARRED
He added, "We have not been so

fortunate in having our govern-
ment admit some other visitors to
our convention." Referring to two
delegates from the Sea and River
Transport Workers Union of the So-
viet Union who had been invited as
fraternal delegates, Bridges said:
"There are all kinds of dubious char-
acters allowed to land on our shores
as long as they do not represent
workers. That is a damn disgrace.
"We can't talk about developing

good relations with other nations
and yet have an official policy of
discriminating against representa-
tives of the working class who wish
to come here at our invitation."
In closing, Bridges expressed his

sadness at the death of Charles Du-
arte: "This convention will not be
the same and we will miss his
leadership, the color he used to add,
and his very presence."

Delegates Hear from Friend
Of ILWU, Stephen Fritchman
LOS ANGELES — The first mes-

sage heard by delegates to the 18th
Biennial Convention of ILWU came
from an old and proven friend of the
union, the Reverend Stephen Fritch-
man of the First Unitarian Church
of Los Angeles. He is a nationally-
known leader in innumerable con-
tests for the rights of working people
and minorities. He has come to the
defense of ILWU in more than one
struggle, including the deportation
proceedings against Harry Bridges.

Dr. Fritchman was invited to ad-
dress the convention after delivering
the invocation. He spoke of ILWU
leaders with whom he had "shared
many battles."

"I remember," he said, "how this
union understood and early fought
for control of atomic energy, for the
recognition that the H-bomb could
be the end of all mankind. Now we
have the madness coming from the
Pentagon in the form of the ABM
system.
"Welfare programs are being chis-

eled away almost to the point of in-
visible meaninglessness, at the very
time they are proposing $60 billion
more for military hardware . . . I
share your resolution to see that
the United States will no longer be
allowed to play its imperialist po-
liceman's role in the world. There
is too much hunger and suffering
on all continents for us to lose our

Rev. Stephen Fritchman

image as friend to all the world."
"I am an old man," Dr. Fritch-

man said, "but I feel a total identi-
fication with the young people who
say simply that they are born to
live and not to die, and will resist
programs that are insane for the
world.
"Anything I can ever do to sup-

port ILWU in its resolution to make
this a land we can truly be proud
of I will do."

Sigmund Arywitz

'We Must Stand Together,' LA
Leader Tells ILWU Meet
LOS ANGELES — A message of

union solidarity was brought to the
ILWU's 18th Biennial Convention by
an old friend, Sigmund Arywitz, sec-
retary-treasurer of the Los Angeles
County Federation of Labor, AFL-
CIO. He thanked ILWU "for the
great assistance . . . given in such
gigantic struggles and strikes as the
one at the Herald-Examiner . . . and
many others."

"I would like my standing here to
be symbolic," Arywitz added, "of the
realization that, though we are or-
ganically divided, we must stand to-
gether for the sake of the labor
movement and the working people
we represent, for the sake of all peo-
ple; we must fight together for our
common goals."

The Herald-Examiner strike is
critical, Arywitz said, because "ele-
ments in Los Angeles dedicated to
the destruction of the labor move-
ment have continuued to bolster the
paper."

Sigmund Arywitz

When the strike had been going
for a year, he stated—last Decem-
ber—a representation vote came out
1,560 for the unions and only 25
against. "We are going to keep this
struggle going," he declared, "until
we have a good contract at Herald-
Examiner and it is a union paper."
Speaking of problems faced by all

unions, the AFL-CIO leader said
"We have to face the fact that our
members have become affluent and
take everything for granted because
it is so long since they have been
in major struggles. But in Delano
the workers are still fighting. The
under-employed are not compla-
cent.
"We have to get home to our mem-

bers who live high off the hog that
everything they have won can be
taken away so easily if they
don't maintain their organizational
strength and loyalty to each other.
"As long as there are poor people,

we have not been doing our job,
wholly. As long as any human being
is lacking, the labor movement still
has a job to do.
"I express confidence that you are

going to continue working not only
for your membership but for all of
our society and that you will con-
tinue to do the kind of job that has
made ILWU a great union."Patty Winston sings songs of labor and "Talking Union."
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Convention Names Executive Board Candidates
Continued from Page 1—
issues dealing with wages, and liv-
ing costs and demands for tax re-
form to make the wealthy pay their
share and lower the burden on the
working people and the poor.
And there was much, much more.
(Editor's note): Many of the most

important policy statements are
scattered throughout this issue of
The Dispatcher, either as full texts
or reports about them. More about
convention business and policy de-
cisions will appear in the next few
issues of the union paper. A sum-
mary of all convention actions will
be printed in the next issue. A re-
port on the Longshore Caucus, still
in session as we went to press, is ex-
pected in the next issue.)

EXECUTIVE BOARD
In addition to nominating a new

team of titled officers to lead the
union, the convention also nom-
inated Executive Board members,
with contests assured in each ILWU
area. They are:
From Southern California (two to

be elected): L. L. (Chick) Loveridge,
Local 13; Paul Perlin, Local 26; Al-
bert Perisho, Local 63; and David
Womack, Local 20-A. From Northern
California (three to be elected):
Paul Heide, Local 6; David Littleton,
Local 10; Carl Smith, Local 10;
Duane Peterson, Local 18; and
James Herman, Local 34. From

George Lee, Local 26 president,
calls convention to order.

Columbia River-Oregon (1 to be
elected): James Byrne, Local 40;
and G. Johnny Parks, Local 8. From
Washington-Alaska (2 to be
elected): Oliver Olson, Local 19;
George Ginnis, Local 23; Donald
Gilchrest, Local 32; and Leonard
Benard, Local 9. From British
Columbia (1 to be elected): Robert
Peebles, Local 5 0 0 ; and William
Foulds, Local 508. From Hawaii, all
Local 142 (three to be elected): Carl
Damaso, Fred Paulin°, Yoshitaka
Maeda, and Eddie Wong.

LOWEST PAID
In another constitutional change,

the salary of titled officers was in-
creased by $2500 per year: for Pres-
ident Bridges, from $18,500 to $21,-
000 and for the other officers from
$17,500 to $20,000.

Bridges moved that the whole
question be included in a member-
ship referendum, but one delegate
after another hit the mike to point
out that even with this raise these
are probably the lowest paid inter-
national union officers in the coun-
try.
The convention's 408 delegates in-

cluded 374 from the three West
Coast states, Alaska, Hawaii and
British Columbia, plus 34 fraternal
delegates from auxiliary and pen-
sioners' groups. There were also
eight longshoremen seated from the
Mexican ports of Veracruz and Ma-
zatlan.
The largest delegation, naturally,

came from Hawaii, with 172 men
and women; then came 62 from

Northern California, 57 from South-
ern California, 34 from Puget Sound,
30 from Oregon and the Columbia
River area, 17 from Canada, and two
from Alaska.

'TALKING UNION'
The Convention opened on a note

of militancy and youthful vigor at
the very outset with working class
songs, many of them strange to a
large majority of the younger men
and women at this convention.
Sung by Miss Patty Winston, who

also led the singing of the National
Anthem, were such vigorous old-
time picket line companions as "We
Shall Not Be Moved," "Talking
Union," and "Solidarity Forever."
The audience joined in some, as
best they could, though the words
to many were strange, this being a
generation that marches to its own
music.
Yet the entire convention seemed

lifted by the feeling that something
new had to be done to bring to-
gether the older and younger mem-
bers.
In fact, the theme of the report by

the Publicity and Education Com-
mittee was "closing the generation
gap," and this gap seemed less wide
than in the past, as news photog-
raphers and TV cameras scanned
the audience and found an unusual
number of young faces.
Chairman at opening day cere-

monies was Local 26 president,
George Lee. Co-chairman, Local 13
president Curt Johnston, was not
able to be there at the beginning,
because of important union business
in the port.
The convention's hosts were lo-

cals 13, 20, 20-A, 26, 29, 30, 33, 35,
46, 56, 63, 94 and the ILWU Pen-
sioners Association.
A deeply moving invocation was

delivered by Reverend Stephen
Fritchman, of the Unitarian Church,
who has been a staunch champion
of peace and militant unionism, and
a longtime friend of the ILWU, for
the 21 years he has lived in Los An-
geles.
Fritchman's invocation spoke

mostly of peace and honesty; for
human dignity and against corrup-
tion.
"We pray for the return of our

youth and for an end to the killing
so that they may work with us for
the security and progress and joy of
all, and be saved from the madness
that can end all future for man-
kind.
"We pray for personal and collec-

tive sanity and courage, and an end
of the apathy that destroys the soul
and divides people. Make this union
strong as it affects human rights,
and rebuke the arrogance of power
in high and low places.
"May we have the audacity to call

down from seats of authority those
who betray the people, who allow
racial hatred to crucify our nation."

Bridges' keynote tells of growing ILWU influence and independence.

Reverend Fritchman's prayer end-
ed with a call to the union to iden-
tify "with the young people who say
simply that they are born to live
and not to die, and will resist pro-
grams that are insane for the world.
Keep up your good work!"

The other guest of honor on open-
ing day was Sigmund Arywitz, Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles
County Federation of Labor, AFL-
CIO, who warmly welcomed the
delegates and thanked the ILWU for
its help with the Herald-Examiner
strike. He reported that the Hearst
newspaper here has lost more than
half of its circulation in the course
of the 15-month strike and lockout,
that its advertising volume is declin-
ing and that the morale of the strik-
ers is stronger than ever.
"Too many workers," Arywitz said,

"are affluent and have grown in-
different to the welfare of others.
We have to get home to them that
everything they have won in the
past can be taken away from them.
The grape strikers at Delano, the
unemployed and the under-em-
ployed are still fighting. As long as
there are poor and unemployed peo-
ple, the labor movement has a job to
do."

BRIDGES KEYNOTE

"The influence of our union is
growing," ILWU president Bridges
said in his keynote address to the
union delegates. One reason for this
influence is increased ILWU par-
ticipation in community and polit-
ical affairs in addition to keeping up
its strength as a trade union whose
first goal is improving wages and
protecting conditions.

Secondly, the union is free to
adopt policies as it sees fit, thanks
to its independence from other
union organizations and from polit-
ical parties. "No political party can
take us for granted."

Bridges welcomed the action of
the Nixon administration in admit-
ting the union's Canadian area di-
rector, Craig Pritchett, to this coun-
try to attend the convention. For
some years Pritchett has been
barred at the border. At the same
time, Bridges attacked the con-
tinued refusal of the State Depart-
ment to admit a fraternal delegation
from the Sea and River Workers
Union of the Soviet Union. Visitors
from the Soviet Union and other so-
cialist countries are admitted to visit
meetings of businessmen and scien-
tists and so are journalists and bal-
let dancers, Bridges pointed out,
adding: "Only workers are barred.
It's a damn disgrace."

PERSPECTIVES

Louis Goldblatt, ILWU secretary-
treasurer, read sections of the Of-
ficers' Report to the convention, in-
cluding one titled "Perspectives,"
which said in part:
"The United States is a rich coun-

try—rich in liberal traditions, and
rich in natural resources . . . (But)
There is a basic disparity between
the 'haves' and 'have-nots.' We're
mired in a war in Asia which we can
never win. . . . We are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to provide a de-
cent life in the cities, yet we squan-
der billions of our tax dollars on
misguided military adventures and
the exploration of outer space."
Procedure on committee assign-

ments provided an example of the
internal democracy that charac-
terizes the ILWU. After assignments
were read by Goldblatt, there was an
opportunity for delegates to change
them merely by stating their prefer-
ences from the floor microphone.
Scores of them did so. Each dele-
gate has the opportunity to serve on
a committee (or committees) of his
choosing.
The Report of the Officers to the

Convention, a 90-page document,
was made public as the convention
was called to order, Monday, April
7.
ILWU officers reported on their

stewardship of the union in the past
two years, reviewed contract gains
through negotiations and strikes,
surveyed growing containerization
problems, and developed guidelines
on such subjects as foreign policy,
peace, social movements, economic
conditions, labor union develop-
ments, and much more.
The officers called Vietnam war

spending the most important factor
in the American economy and pre-
dicted that more social welfare pro-
grams would be whittled away in the
name of defense. They opposed the
surtax, as a war tax, pure and sim-
ple.
"If working people in organized

labor do not pressure the govern-
ment to make at least some reforms

—Continued on Page 4A working convention with a line of delegates constantly waiting to hit the mike.
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Resolution to End the War

'Stop the Killing, No More Vietnams'
LOS ANGELES — A strong reso-

lution calling for an end to the war
in Vietnam was adopted by ILWU's
18th Biennial Convention, in session
here April 7-12. The resolution, in
part:
It appears that a majority of our

fellow Americans now agree that in-
tervention in Vietnam was a disas-
trous mistake, harmful to our na-
tion's welfare.

ILWU members can take patriotic
pride in the fact that their union
spoke out against this mistaken pol-
icy from the beginning . . .

The 1967 ILWU Convention called
for our union to persuade the rest
of the labor movement to get into
the fight for peace. We took part in
a noteworthy effort by many leading
AFL-CIO and independent union of-
ficials to establish a Labor Leader-
ship Assembly for Peace to show
that the war program did not have
solid labor support.

Worthwhile as these efforts were,
it is only fair to say that the leader-
ship in the peace movement has not
come from labor. It has come pri-
marily from the young people whose
lives and values are directly threat-
ened by war and militarism, and
from their natural friends and sym-
pathizers — women, teachers and
clergymen. The peace movement has
been powerfully assisted too by the
upsurge of Black resentment against
the waste of national treasure and
energy on foreign war to the neglect
of poverty and injustice in our own
backyard.

WORKERS PAY

Labor has every reason to take a
leading, active part in the peace
movement. American workers pay
for the immense cost of the war.
Their paychecks are cut by inflation,
taxes and surtaxes. At the same time
the conditions of life deteriorate be-
cause the war prevents government
attention to the problems of trans-
portation, pollution, crime, inad-
equate schools and community facil-
ities.
Our union must help reinforce the

peace movement. A year ago LBJ's
dramatic announcement of a halt
in the bombing of the North diffused
that movement . . . by deluding the
American people that the war was
being ended.
Far from scaling down the fight-

ing, the aggressive search-and-des-
troy actions and the instant-pacif-
ication program ordered in the last
months of LBJ's term escalated the
level of combat and produced more
American casualties.
The atrociousness of the war was

escalated for civilians as well. Our
bombers were shifted away from
their wasteful and ineffective mis-
sions in the North to the "protective"

destruction of the southern country-
side....

'SAME OLD BUNK'
Up to now the Nixon administra-

tion has gone along with this pro-
gram, while the military command-
ers repeat the same old bunk which
has kept casualties mounting for the
last six futile years: "We are win-
ning, give us a little more time and
we can bring the boys home and let
the Saigon troops take over."
The war will continue indefin-

itely . . . unless a national decision
is made to abandon the foolhardy
objectives set by Dulles, Rusk and
the military hawks, and negotiate a
political settlement.
To bring about such a decision

will apparently require a massive
new popular anti-war protest, of
which labor must be a part. Our
union must take a leading role in
such a drive, doing all it can to en-
courage new allies from other
unions, but moving ahead neverthe-
less. We must seek out and develop
every natural alliance with other
elements—youth, blacks, and other
minorities, the poor and exploited,
and the growing number of clergy-
men, scientists and intellectuals who
are concerned for peace and social
progress. We need them and they
need us to win our common objec-
tives.

CEASE FIRE
Resolved: We want and will work

for these objectives:
1. Stop the killing—cease fire.
2. Negotiate a political settlement

with the people who are doing the
fighting.

3. Withdraw all support from the
present Saigon government if it does
not cooperate in the peace nego-
tiations.

4. Cut back on military spending

and use the money for urgent
domestic needs.

5. Eliminate the 10 percent sur-
tax.

6. No more Vietnams! Stop pour-
ing money down the drain all over
the world. Stop trying to be a world
cop. Let us straighten out our own
house and show how democracy can
be made to work at home before we
try to tell the rest of the world how
to live.

7. Reassert Congressional control
over the military-industrial com-
plex. Investigate the extent to which
unwarranted military secrecy has
been used to hide the squandering
of public funds and manipulation
of public opinion for the advantage
of private profits and personal
careers.

8. Strengthen the United Nations.
9. End the Cold War. Seek peaceful

co-existence between nations with
different social systems.

BEGIN WITHDRAWAL
Resolved: That we demand that

the Nixon Administration begin the
withdrawal of US troops from Viet-
nam and that the negotiators in
Paris be given instructions to move
the peace talks ahead with the pro-
posal for the withdrawal of all and
any foreign troops and to leave the
Vietnamese to decide their own af-
fairs.

Resolved: That we make this reso-
lution public by sending it to all
news media, our Congressmen, Sen-
ators, Secretary of State Rodgers
and President Nixon.
Resolved: That we urge the of-

ficers and members of this union to
take all appropriate action to these
ends and to develop understanding
and support for these policies in our
communities and among our elected
representatives.

Tax Reform
Is Urgent,
Says ILWU
Continued from Page 3—

. . . defense spending will continue
to be a burden on the pocketbooks of
the working class, while doing little
to solve the present economic prob-
lems facing this country," the of-
ficers wrote.
Pointing to the nation's "profits

inflation," they called for tax re-
form, including relieving the burden
on the wage earner while closing tax
loopholes that cost the government
more than $50 billion a year."
In dealing with problems of pov-

erty and unemployment, the officers
supported a job program which
would guarantee work, or where
work could not be offered, a guaran-
teed annual income.

ILWU-TEAMO UNITY
On the Convention's fourth day,

top officers of the Teamsters union
and ILWU exchanged pledges of
continued friendship, cooperation
and mutual support, after an ad-
dress by Frank Fitzsimmons, general
vice president of the IBT.
"Let us maintain our association

and our pledges of support to each
other," Fitzsimmons said in his ad-
dress. "If you have a problem, it is
not your problem alone; it is our
problem, too. You can take for
granted that our association will re-
main as it was in the past and we
will try to make the bonds stronger
as the days go by."
The IBT leader apparently sup-

ported the convention's strong reso-
lution for an end to the Vietnam
war. "As I understand and read the
newspapers about your discussions
of the present war, I can't disagree,"
he said.
"We are on the verge of a tax re-

volt in this country," Fitzsimmons
said, "Those who have, the rich,
don't pay, but as for the working
men and women—the government
takes it from them before they even
get it."
That is one of the reasons the

IBT has joined with the United Auto
Workers in forming the Alliance for
Labor Action. The speaker said that
"After long discussions . . . we feel
the ALA can be one step toward a
solution of political and social prob-
lems." However, Fitzsimmons said,
"We will not participate in any div-
ersionary tactics. We will not create
another federation of labor in this
country."
Responding to Fitzsimmons' ad-

dress, Bridges told of discussions he
had some years back with Hof fa,
projecting a federation of trans-
portation unions to include long-
shoremen, truck drivers, warehouse-
men, railroad, sea and air transport
workers. Because of these plans
Hoffa was framed and imprisoned,
Bridges declared.

OTHER ISSUES

Through convention action, the
ILWU took a stand on these other
issues:
• To oppose white racism in the

union movement and wherever else
it exists in American life.
• To recognize "as part of labor's

own struggle" the fight of the
Mexican people in the US for "full
political, social, educational, cul-
tural and economic rights."
• To support the native Indians

of Canada in their effort to get job
opportunities, vocational training
and the right of self-government.
• Improvement of Medicare and

Plan.
enactment of a National Healthla 

• Support of the United Farm
Workers Organizing Committee in

—Continued on Page 5

Resolutions Committee in night session. Standing is chairman Curtis McLain,
Local 6 president. Seated next to him is secretary Thomas Yagi, Local 142 divi-
sion director for Maui. At far left: Al Lannon, ILWU Washington representative,
who assisted the committee.
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Nominations Close a Productive Meet

A long line from each area to second nominations.

Continued from Page 4—

its effort to have farm workers in-
cluded under provisions of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Act so that
they can have the same legal rights
as industrial workers.

• Support of UFWOC's boycott of
California grapes, directed against
agri-business which refuses to rec-
ognize the farm workers' union. This
puts all the ILWU behind the
boycott, long supported by many
locals and councils in the US and
Canada. Local 142 in Hawaii was
also the main instrument in per-
suading the Hawaiian state legisla-
ture to adopt a resolution endorsing
the boycott.
• Demanding that the federal

government act to stop seizure of
US fishing boats, some of which are
manned by ILWU members, off the
coasts of South America.

• Commending Northwest region-
al director Bill Gettings, who will
retire this year, on many years of

Abigail Estacio of Local 142 was
assistant secretary of Constitution
Committee. Mike Johnson of Local 34
was chairman. Carl Smith, Local 10,
was secretary.

loyal and effective service to the
union.
• Opposed the trials on mutiny

charges of GIs at the Presidio stock-
ade in San Francisco who sat down
in protest over the killing of a de-
mented prisoner who tried to escape,
and called on the Army to make the
stockade "fit for human habitation."

• In favor of raising minimum
social security benefits to $250 a
month and lowering the retirement
age with full benefits to 55 for men
and women.

• Opposed the Eastland Internal
Security Act as designed to create
"a legalized foundation for a truly
fascist America."

• Opposed so - called "labor
courts," any moves to outlaw strikes,
all government intervention in labor
disputes or other forms of anti-
labor legislation.

• Approved inclusion of the juris-
dictional demands of ILWU watch-
men in negotiations on container
freight stations and negotiation of
a coastwide agreement covering
watchmen.

• Supported Local 142 in its pur-
pose of organizing all workers in the
Hawaiian tourist industry as fast as
they are hired.
Among the final actions taken at

the convention before nominations
and adjournment, were the read-
ing of the Publicity and Education
Committee and Insurance Commit-
tee reports (to be detailed in the
next issue of The Dispatcher).

Then came the politics—always an
exciting climax, but even more so
this time because there was a chang-
ing of the guard.

First to stand before the micro-
phone to nominate Bridges for
president was a strong-voiced wom-
an with powerful feelings. Alpha
Baker, Local 6, said she has known
Bridges for the 26 years she has been
in the union: "He says what he
means, and he means what he says."
Though the line was long for the

seconding speeches, the time was
short, and very soon Bridges was
nominated by acclamation and a
standing ovation.
He said, simply: "Thank you for

the honor and privilege and the
confidence you have shown."
Jack Hall was nominated for Vice

11!;MJ)
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President-Director of Organization
by a man he has known most of his
working life, Local 142 president
Carl Damaso. The seconds came
from every area. Again, acclamation.

Hall commented: "I am humbled
and honored by this nomination.
. .. When I left the mainland in 1932
I went to sea and was in San Fran-
cisco in the 1934 strike where I was
one of the rank and file seamen
who got Bridges into the sailor's
meeting to convince them to settle
the strike. I was of the opinion there
were only two people who could walk
on water—and one of them was
Harry Bridges. He can't do that I've
found, but he is a big man and most
of us feel he will go down in history
as the trade unionist of the 20th
century."

The same for Bill Chester who was
nominated Vice President-Assistant
to the President, by Local 34's presi-
dent Jim Herman.

Said Chester: "There are no words
I can use to express my profound
appreciation of the honor you have
bestowed upon me and I pledge I
will work as a team with the rest
of the International Officers. . . .
When I took the job of Regional
Director, Harry said I'd have 3
months and if I couldn't do a job,
I'd be fired. I've been around for
30 years and it has been an honor
and privilege to work with Bridges,
Robertson and Goldblatt. We will
continue to work for the benefit
of our union and together we will
work for better conditions for all
working people."

Finally, with the convention's time
running out, Local 6 president Cur-
tis McClain nominated for Secre-
tary-Treasurer Lou Goldblatt, who
responded to the ovation by express-
ing thanks and adding, "let's keep
the union moving."
At the close of the convention the

entire convention stood in silence in
memory of Charles (Chili) Duarte,
Richard Lynden, Francis Murnane,
Tom Willacy and Jeff Kibre; for
Anne Rand, founder of the ILWU
research library which shall now be-
come a memorial library in her
name, and for Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., who was an honorary
Longshore union member.

Alpha Baker speaks for Bridges.

Poverty in
Rich USA
'A Disgrace'

LOS ANGELES—The federal gov-
ernment should guarantee a min-
imum income to all Americans by
a "negative income tax," the ILWU
18th Biennial Convention declared
in a resolution on poverty.

Calling poverty a "moral disgrace
in a nation as rich as the US," the
union proposed a dual federal pro-
gram—guaranteed work opportunity
and training at union wages, plus
the negative income tax.
The convention resolution on pov-

erty:
POVERTY IN THE
UNITED STATES

Poverty in a nation as rich as
the United States is a disgrace. Every
American should have the right to
live within reasonable standards of
health and decency. If a job he can
fill is available at union wages and
conditions, he must be willing to
work, but if he is not able to work
or to find work, society as a whole
must take care of his and his fam-
ily's needs.
The trade union movement must

view poverty not only as a moral
disgrace but also as a threat to their
jobs and conditions. The poor com-
pete with the employed for jobs.
They are forced to accept non-union
jobs at sub-standard rates and con-
ditions. Poverty drives down the liv-
ing standards of all working people.

DUAL PROGRAMS

For the millions of people in this
country who live in poverty and the
millions more who barely survive on
incomes just above the poverty level,
for those who desperately need help,
a dual program is needed; guaran-
teed work opportunity and the nega-
tive income tax.
A guaranteed work opportunity

program must begin with skill train-
ing and vocational education ad-
equate to bring the unemployed to
the skill levels required in the job
market. During training they should
receive cash equivalent to what they
would make on the job. They would
then have to accept jobs offered at
union wages and conditions or
forego other benefits.
A negative income tax plan would

set a break-even level of income as
the dividing line between the poor
and non-poor, perhaps $4,000 a year
for a family of four, varying by fam-
ily size and composition. If the in-
come amounted to less than the
break-even level, the family would
receive a payment instead of paying
a tax.

HARRY BRIDGES
President

J. R. ROBERTSON LOUIS GOLDBLATT
Vice President Secretary-Treasurer

BARRY SILVERMAN
Research Director

(Deadline for next issue: April 25) Carl Damaso nominates Hall.



LOS ANGELES - Following is
a complete list of all official and
fraternal delegates to the 18th
ILWU Biennial Convention, held
here April 7 to 12.

There were 374 official dele-
gates and 34 fraternal delegates.

Local 2, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Roger P.
Rosenberg and Jewell G. Webb.

Local 3, SEATTLE, Wash.: Joseph F. Jurich
and John F. Tadich.

Local 4, VANCOUVER, Wash.: Edward D.
Andrew and Donald D. Poppe.

Local 6, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Alpha
Baker, Sylvester Daniels, Durnise Ellis, Ole Fa-
gerhaugh, Louis Goldblatt, Paul Heide, LeRoy
King, Joe Lynch, Claude MacDonald, Dan
Mahoney, Curtis McClain, Charles Murray,
Juan Rivera, J. R. Robertson, Joseph J. Scott,
Angelo Tomasello, William Valencia, George
Valter, Robert Ladendorff.

Local 8, PORTLAND, Ore.: Bud S. Condart,
Tom Daugherty, Everett D. Ede, Fred Hunt-
singer, Wesley T. Johnson, Henry Lunde, John
E. Olson, G. Johnny Parks, Andrew H. Wilson,
Richard C. Wise.

Local 9, SEATTLE, Wash.: Lenard Benard,
Charles L. Harris, Paul Morris, Wayne L. New-

Local 10, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Glen
Ackerman, Harry Bridges, Archie Brown, Wil-
liam Chester, Peter Dorskoff, William Gettings,
Jack Hogan, David Littleton, Joe Mosley, Rob-
ert Rohatch, Carl J. Smith, Julius Stern, Cleo-
phas Williams, Larry Wing.

Local 11, SAN JOSE, Calif.: Lucio Barnabe,
Francis G. Fink, George Lucero, Lawrence E.
Sadler.

Local 12, NORTH BEND, Ore.: Eugene R.
Bailey, Richard W. Erickson, Joe J. Jakovac,
Everett V. Richardson.

Local 13, WILMINGTON, Calif.: Arthur A.
Almeida, Chester A. Brady, Richard Casanova,
Richard Ho, Arthur Jacobson, Curt M. John-
ston, Wm. S. Lawrence, Patrick A. Leonard,
Lewis A. Loveridge, Luverne L. Loveridge,
Walter Mahaffey, John Mahon, Rudolpho Ru-
bio, Ralph Souza, William T. Ward.

408 Delegates at Convention
LOS ANGELES - The 18th Bien-

nial Convention was the largest in
ILWU history. There were 374 offi-
cial delegates and 34 fraternal dele-
gates-a total of 408.

The credentials committee an-
nounced that there were 62 dele-
gates from Northern California, 57
from Southern California, 172 from
Hawaii, 30 from the Oregon-Colum-
bia River Area, 34 from Washington-

Puget Sound, 17 from Canada and 2
from Alaska.

ILWU fraternal delegates were
from the auxiliaries and pensioners'
groups. There were also eight frater-
nal delegates from longshore unions
of Veracruz and Mazatlan, Mexico.

Chairman of the credentials com-
mittee was L. L. (Chick) Loveridge
of Local 13; secretary was Paul Per-
lin of Local 26.

Local 14, EUREKA, Calif.: Ora L.Dearinger,
James E. Saderlund.

Local 16, JUNEAU, Alaska: See Local 84.

Local 17, BRODERICK, Calif.: Edward Bor-
den, Wayne King, Lupe Martinez, Helene
Schultz, Frank E. Thompson.

Local 18, SACRAMENTO, Calif.: Daniel
Haleamau, Duane Peterson.

Local 19, SEATTLE, Wash.: Edward W. An-
derson, Herbert W. Liles, Shaun Maloney, Oli-
ver S. Olson, George A. Price, Jerry W. Tyler.

Local 20, WILMINGTON, Calif.: Joe Cor-

tez, James McEwen.

Local 20A, WILMINGTON, Calif.: Richard
Long, Elton R. Fryermuth, Ross C. Bawden, Da-
vid Womack.

Local 21, LONGVIEW, Wash.: Melvin F.
Banister, Merle L. Grogan, Dayle E. Hill, Ralph
E. Rider.

Local 23, TACOMA, Wash.: Carl J. Engels,
Sr., George Ginnis, Walter W. Williamson,
Robert Sinclair.

Local 24, ABERDEEN, Wash.: Jack A. Pul-
jan, Randy C. Vekich.

Local 25, ANACORTES, Wash.: James W.
Larsen.

Local 26, LOS ANGELES, Calif.: Max Ara-
gon, Arnulfo Ayala, David Babbush, Edward
Benson, Everett Carr, Kenneth Gatewood, Lor-
enzo Gonzales, Francis Johnson, Joe lbarra,
Tony Lares, George Lee, Frank Lopez, John
Matull, Chet Meske, Art Nichols, Hy Orkin,
Roy Ortega, Paul Perlin, Merlene Polk, Tony
Sermeno, Louis R. Sherman, Henry Tyson.

Local 27, PORT ANGELES, Wash.: James
B. Blagdon.

Local 29, SAN DIEGO, Calif.: Larry Boulder.

Local 30, BORON, Calif.: William W. Day,
Thomas McCaffrey.

Local 31, BANDON, Ore.: Hugo W. Ranta.

Local 32, EVERETT, Wash.: Donald A. Gil-
chrest.

Local 33, SAN PEDRO, Calif.: Frank Bur-
cina, John Royal.

Local 34, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Joseph
F. Campion, Justin A. Garvey, William B. Go-
heen, James R. Herman, Michael P. Johnson,
Floyd C. Pillsbury.

Local 37, SEATTLE, Wash.: Alex Arruejo,
Ted Daddeo, Chris D. Mensalvas, Rudy Rodri-
guez.

Local 40, PORTLAND, Ore.: Carroll A.
Both James Byrne.

Local 42, NORTH BEND, Ore.: Richard L.
Fisher.

Local 43, LONGVIEW, Wash.: Wesley Lan-
ning.

Local 46, PORT HUENEME, Calif.: M. Tony
Garcia, Darold G. McCrary.

Local 47, OLYMPIA, Wash.: Delone E.
Bausch.

Local 49, CRESCENT CITY, Calif.: Kenneth
Brixey.

Local 50, ASTORIA, Ore.: James D. Platt.

Local 51, PORT GAMBLE, Wash.: William
H. Forrester, George B. White.

Local 52, SEATTLE, Wash.: Terry E. Sweeney.

Local 53, NEWPORT, Ore.: Paul F. Keady.

Local 54, STOCKTON, Calif.: Tony Cec-
chetti, Edward P. Fuller, Delbert Griffen, Rich-
ard Rendell.

Local 56, SAN PEDRO, Calif.: Manuel Ra-
mirez Jr.

Local 60, SEWARD, Alaska: T. J. Opry.

Local 62, KETCHIKAN, Alaska: John E.
Rahm.

Local 63, WILMINGTON, Calif.: Jim B.
Bowen, James Jackson, Albert Perisho, Harold
Sisco.

Local 65, HAINES, Alaska: See Local 62.

Local 66, CORDOVA, Alaska: See Local 60.

Local 67, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Peggy
S. Banks, Robert A. Jay-Hill.



Local 75, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Denver
G. Davis.

Local 83, PELICAN, Alaska: See Local 62.

Local 84, SITKA, Alaska: See Local 62.

Local 87, WRANGELL, Alaska: See Local

Local 91, SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.: Chester
Nelson.

Local 92, PORTLAND, Ore.: Cecil S. Ek-
lund.

Local 94, WILMINGTON, Calif.: Ernest L.
Bowen, James North.

Local 98, SEATTLE, Wash.: James R. Heath.

Local 142, HONOLULU, Hawaii: Francisco
Abad, Ernest Abe, Yukio Abe, Willie Abear,
Pacifico Abilay, Catalino Agliam, Potenciano
Agustin, Takumi Akama, Joseph J. Akina, Al-
bert Alina, Alfred Almeida, Benito Apostadiro,
Violet Arakawa, Masashi Arinaga, John Ari-
sumi, John Baliguat, Florencio Ballesteros,
Domingo Barbosa.

Also Maurice Bartley, Deason Baybayan, Isi-
dro Belmonte, Jose Bernal, Tony Bise, Fred Bo-
telho, Bobby Brown, Rudy Cabatu, David Ca-
bingabang, Raymond Camara, Eugene Cambra,
Alexander Carreira, Joshua Cho, Gary Chock,
Jose Corpuz, Mariano Crisostomo, Carl Da-
maso, Frank De Costa, Lorenzo De Dios Fabo.

Also Pedro Dela Cruz, Don De Mello, Ig-
nacio Derige, Angeline Diasis, Elias Domingo,
Jeremias Domingo, Sylvester Domingo, Marie
Dunlap, Abigail Estacio, Dominado Esteban,
Benjamin Feliciano, Benjamin Fernandez,
Archie Fontanilla, Joseph Franco, Filomeno
Fuer-Fes, Robert Fujii, Hiroshi Fujimoto, Saburo
Fujisaki, Robert Fukunaga, Max Galapia, Fred

Galdones, Orpiano Gandia, Diosdao Ges-
teuyala.

Also Daniel Haleamau, Jack W. Hall, Rich-
ard Harada, Takao Hiranaga, Shiro Hokama,
Richard Hone, Harold Ichimura, Hisaharu !no-
kuma, Minoru Inokuma, Robert lsa, Maurice
Ishimoto, Osamu lwamura, Frederick Kahaule-

lio, Antone Kahawaiolaa, Joseph Kalina, Henry
Kamihara, Henrietta Kanuha, Hubert Kanaha,
Harold Kawakami, Mitsugu Kawakami, Law-
rence Kelley, Robert Kunimura.

Also Takao Kuroda, Delpedio Labuguen, Ed-
die Lapa, Francisco Latorre, John Ah Ho Lee,
Robert Lobetos, Patrick Lopez, Yo sh it a k a
Maeda, Dennis Martin, George Martin, Ken-
neth Matsumura, Matias Mayo, Veronica Me-
hau, Atanasio Migia, Newton Miyagi, Elliott
Miyazono, Manuel Moreno, Dan Mori, Robert
Morris, Larry Murakami, Richard Nagamine,
Bernard Nahi, Shinichi Nakagawa.

Also Haruo Nakamoto, Michael Nakatani,
Shigeyuki Nakatani, Stanley Nako, Lelan Ni-
shek, Take Nunokawa, Louis Oclary, Clifford
Oda, Sinon Odocayen, Akira Okayama, *Rob-
ert Ouye, Paul Padilla, Abraham Palacay, Fred
Paulino, Frank Perreira, Roman Piano, Frank
Quirantes, Bernabe Quitevis, Ramon Quitori-
ano, Pepito Ragasa, Donald Rickard, Eddie
Rita, Shigeru Okihara, Okira Omonaka.

Also Rupert Rowe, Juanito Sagaysay, Con-
stantine Samson, Gregorio Santos, Yasutada
Sato, Mateo Sebala, James Shigemasa, Carl
Shigemura, Eddie Shimono, Harold Shin, Cirilo
Sinfuego, Rogelio Tacdoi, Haruo Taguchi, Shi-
geto Taguchi, Haruo Takahara, Ken Takahashi,
Thomas Takara, Nobuyoshi Tamura, Eddie Tan-

gen, Fred Taniguchi, Noboru Taniguchi, David
Thompson.

Also Shinji Togashi, James Tohara, Warren
Toriano, Henry Torres, Vaeleti Tryell, Hiroshi
Tsutomi, Moritoshi Ueno, John Vales, Erenio
Vergara, Anthony Veriato, Alfred Villanueva,
Dionicio Villanueva, Thomas Vradenburg, James
Watari, Edward Wong, Thomas Yagi, Paul Ya-
mamoto, Tadayoshi Yasutake, David Yata, Har-
old Yoneda.

Local 160, HONOLULU, Hawaii: George
Ignacio.

Local 500, VANCOUVER, B.C.: John Cordo-
cedo, Louis A. Kaufman, Frank Kennedy, Rob-
ert Peebles, Craig H. Pritchett, Roy Smith.

Local 502, NEW WESTMINSTER, B.C.: Har-
vey Elder, Don Garcia, Andy Kotowich.

Local 503, PORT ALBERNI, B.C.: Leonard
J. Gailloux.

Local 505, VICTORIA, B.C.: Gordon W. Ball.

Local 506, VANCOUVER, B.C.: William M.
Laurillard.

Local 508, CHEMAINUS, B.C.: William E.
Foulds, Allan Lowe, Alex Tomczyk.

Local 517, VANCOUVER, B.C.: James E.
Coughlan, Garvin Smith.

Fraternal Delegates
Local 9, SEATTLE, Wash.: Eugene C. Hutche-

son.
S.F. Bay Area Pensioners: William H. Berry,

Germain Bulcke, Frank Hendricks, Fred Nau,
George Pickering, William Rutter, Ernest
Woods.

Southern Calif. Pensioners: Louis Stango.
Columbia River Pensioners: Mike Sickinger,

Joe Werner.
Local 21, LONGVIEW, Wash. Pensioners:

Charles Scott.
Local 23, TACOMA, Wash. Pensioners: Mor-

ris Thorsen.
Federated Auxiliaries: Valerie Taylor, Norma

Wyatt.
Southern Calif. District Council of Auxilia-

ries: Marie Ashmore, Beverly Carlyle, Naomi
Clark, Rose Franco, Ann Green, Ruth Harris,
Margaret Heath, Mary Gladys Jones, Helen
Kaunisto, Clara Moher, Dorothy Yeakel.

Auxiliary 3: Nettie Craycraft.

Auxiliary 7: Nadyne Quarter°.
Auxiliary 8: Gertrude Brasted, Opal Riggs.
Auxiliary 17: Lessie McDowell, Idalynd Rut-

ter.

Auxiliary 28: Irene lbarra, Thelma Lee, Phyl-
lis Lee, Faye White, Betty Stulles.

How You Can Buy Convention Picture

The full convention picture, 20 inches long and 8 inches

deep, can be purchased by writing directly to:

Airport Photography, International Hotel,
6211 W. Century Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90045.

Ask for ILWU Convention photo and enclose check or money

order for $3.25, which includes wrapping, tax and postage.
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CANADIAN delegates greet their regional director, Craig Pritchett (third from
left), who was allowed to enter the country for the first time since 1963. Since
then, he has been barred at the border for no stated reason. Pritchett referred to
a resolution against ABMs (Anti-Ballistic Missiles) which had just been adopted
and declared: "We won't stand for your exploding ABMs over Canada." He said
that most unions in Canada disagree strongly with the AFL-CIO's support of the
US war in Vietnam.

Complete Support Voiced for

Canadian Area Negotiations
LOS ANGELES — After thorough

discussion, including a detailed ex-
planation of Canadian longshore
problems by Canadian Area pres-
ident Andy Kotowich, the ILWU con-
vention voted full moral and finan-
cial support to the Canadian Area
members in contract negotiations
this year.
The resolution on this subject fol-

lows:
The Canadian Area ILWU will

negotiate this year a new contract
including adjustment to a new con-
tinuous, around-the-clock operation
of all ports tailored to the basic in-
dustrial needs in Canada.
The Canadian Area caucus in Feb-

ruary adopted new and forward-
looking proposals to provide a sub-
stantial wage increase and protec-
tion of working conditions. Included
in the demands will be a built-in
weekly work guarantee with the
right of the individual to two con-
secutive days off.
The caucus proposed upward

changes in the basic industry pen-

Local 6 Pact Adds
60 Cents to Wages
OAKLAND — Wage increases to-

taling 60 cents an hour over a three-
year period have been negotiated
with Del Rey Manufacturing Com-
pany by warehouse Local 6.
The contract, effective April 1,

provides all fringe benefits of the
warehouse area pattern set in 1967.
Whatever improvements are added
to the area pattern fringe benefits
in next year's negotiations with the
Industrial Employers and Distribu-
tors Association will automatically
apply to the Del Rey contract as of
June 1, 1970.
The agreement can be re-opened

on wages on September 1, 1969, and
in each succeeding year.
Business agent Joseph Blasquez

negotiated the contract, with the Del
Rey unit negotiating committee:
chief steward Tim McNeil and stew-
ards Mae Jackson and Art Wagner.

Six Teams to Compete in
Hawaii Softball Tournament
HONOKAA, Hawaii—Six teams will

compete in the ILWU's 14th annual
state softball tournament, slated to
be held here over the May 16-17
weekend, at Haina Park.
A reception at the Honokaa ILWU

Hall for all visiting teams, and the
annual awards banquet at the Hono-
kaa Club will be on the weekend
schedule.

sion plan and the M&M agreement.
The Canadian Area ILWU sees this

as an advance for the union in the
light of the modernization and
mechanization of docks and ships,
along with decasualization and the
securing of a stabilized annual in-
come for our members.
The convention pledges full moral

and financial support to our Cana-
dian Area members, and wishes
them complete success in their con-
tract negotiations.

Canadian Auxiliaries
Say 'No ABMs on Border'
VANCOUVER, BC—The 28th Bi-

ennial Auxiliary District Council
meeting here sent a strong message
to Prime Minister Trudeau objecting
to placing ABM missiles along the
US-Canadian border. The missiles
would further the arms race and add
to existing world tensions, said a
resolution sent to Ottawa.
Guest speaker Gertrude Guerin

of the Vancouver Indian Center
spoke on discrimination against In-
dians and current efforts to end
it. Terry Evans appealed for support
of the Children's Committee, which
collects clothing and school supplies
for Vietnamese children.

Auxiliaries of New Westminster,
Vancouver, Alberni, Prince Rupert
and Chemainus were represented.

Delegates Demand Tax
Reform at All Levels
LOS ANGELES—The ILWU called

for tax reform at all levels in three
resolutions adopted by the 18th Bi-
ennial Convention here. On federal
taxes, the delegates demanded an
end to the surtax, lightening the in-
come tax load on lower and middle
income people and closing the loop-
holes by means of which many rich
persons and corporations evade bil-
lions of dollars in taxes every year.
The convention also called for

local tax reforms and for no with-
holding of taxes at any level.
The three resolutions follow:

Federal Tax Reform
The cost of running government

is enormous. As Americans come to
expect more in services and better
schools, housing, medical care, and
transportation among other things,
the costs are going to keep on rising.

Working people are willing to pay
their fair share, but they have been
burdened with the heaviest share of
the tax load while special interest
groups enjoy a wide range of money-
saving amendments to the tax laws.
Instead of a progressive tax struc-

ture—in which the tax load is sup-
posed to be distributed according to
ability to pay—those in the lower
earnings brackets pay a higher pro-
portion of their income in taxes
than do those in the upper brackets.
The average working person now
puts in at least a day-and a-half out
of each five-day work week just to
pay his taxes.
A radical change to make our en-

tire tax structure truly progressive is
long overdue.
We recommend basic reforms

which attack the most flagrant in-
equities in the system:

1. Abolish the surtax.
2. Increase the personal exemp-

tions from $600 to $1,200.
3. Raise the standard deduction of

10 percent with a $1,000 maximum to
15 percent with a $2,000 maximum.

So-called tax loopholes cost the
government from $50 to $53 billion a
year. These billions are ultimately
passed on to the taxpayers who do
not benefit from the loopholes,
meaning most of us. The special
privileges and loopholes must be
closed. A minimum program to do so
follows:

1. Repeal the capital gains pro-
vision.

2. Recover the taxes on capital
gains which are lost at death.

3. Tighten the regulations on

The Time Is Now

Tell Your Congressman
'We Want Tax Reform'

WASHINGTON, DC — The time
is now to get telegrams and letters
in to congress on tax relief and re-
form. The house Ways and Means
committee went into executive ses-
sion on April 15, an appropriate day
— deadline for filing income tax
returns including for the first time
the 10 percent war surtax.

The 18th ILWU Biennial Con-
vention spelled out a program on
tax reform and all ILWU members,
locals, councils, auxiliaries, pen-
sioners, are urged to write con-
gress immediately in support of

that program to: abolish the sur-
tax; increase personal exemptions

to $1200; raise the standard de-
duction to 15 percent with a $2,000
maximum.

The convention adopted a mini-

mum program to close corporation
and millionaire tax loopholes:

1. Repeal the capital gains pro-
vision;

2. Recover the taxes on capital
gains which are lost at death;
3. Tighten the regulations on

charitable deductions and crack
down on the tax-free foundations;

4. Eliminate the oil and mineral
depletion allowances;

5. Repeal the 7 per cent invest-
ment tax credit;
6. Eliminate the tax break for

corporations' subsidiaries.
The time is right now, so write

to your local congressmen, to Ways
and Means Committee Chairman
Wilbur Mills, and to these commit-
tee members from ILWU areas: Al
Ullman (D-Ore), James Corman
(D-Cal), and James Utt (R-Cal).

charitable deductions and crack
down on the tax-free foundations.

4. Eliminate the oil and mineral
depletion allowances.
5. Repeal the 7 percent invest-

ment tax credit.
6. Eliminate the tax break for a

corporation's subsidiaries.

State and Local
Tax Reform

In the past ten years state and
local taxes have more than doubled.
Even with these larger tax takes,
state and local governments have
had to go into debt or rely on federal
aid.

Sales taxes account for more than
60 percent of all state revenues. We
oppose the sales tax, and seek repeal
where they exist, of sales taxes on
food, medicine, and necessary serv-
ices.
Property taxes provide about 87

percent of the revenue for local
governments. As usual, the heaviest
burden falls on renters and the
owners of modest homes.
At the local level the burden of

the property tax must be shifted
from renters and home owners to
corporate property owners and land
speculators. There must be sharp
cutbacks in exemptions given to
such large municipal land-holders
as' churches, colleges, universities,
and state governments.
As a general position we support

progressive income taxation, higher
corporation profit taxes, and sever-
ence taxes on natural resources as
solutions to the problems of local
finances, and we urge the federal
government to assume a greater fi-
nancial responsibility for providing
local funds.

Withholding Taxes
The withholding of income taxes,

federal or state, is one of the great-
est swindles the government per-
petrates on working people. It is es-
timated that some $80 billion, almost
half of the federal budget, is taken
directly from our paychecks without
our ever having a chance to get our
hands on the money.
The Governor of California has

said, "Taxes should hurt." We agree,
but probably for different reasons. It
is true that withholding softens the
blow of the tax bite. But at the same
time it serves to hide or obscure how
much of our money actually goes for
taxes.
What withholding adds up to is

that the government is willing to
trust the wealthy and well-to-do to
manage their own finances and pay
their own taxes when due. Workers,
aren't to be trusted; they must have
the money set aside for them. We
disagree. Working people are worthy
of the same consideration given
those who aren't dependent on
weekly wages for their livelihood.
As discussed in the Officers' Re-

port, our tax system has gone hay-
wire. Without a prompt and thor-
ough reform of the system, the time
might be at hand to take some ac-
tion. The most effective way to
guarantee that the necessary
changes will be made is through a
tax strike, that is, we simply don't
pay our taxes until such time as our
demands are met. As long as there is
withholding, this can't be done.

We are adamantly opposed to
withholding taxes. We urge those
unions which have spoken out in
favor of withholding to reconsider
their position, and join with us in
the struggle to win the same rights
and privileges for working people
that are enjoyed by others in so-
ciety.



Convention
Backs Farm
Workers
LOS ANGELES—California's grape

strikers and other agricultural work-
ers were the subject of two resolu-
tions by ILWU's 18th Biennial Con-
vention. One urged coverage of farm
workers by the National Labor Rela-
tions Act; the other, support of the
grape boycott.
The statements are reprinted, in

part, below.

Farm Workers and NLRA
It has been almost 35 years since

the National Labor Relations Act
(NLRA) was enacted. . . .

Although the NLRA was written to
apply to most workers, it specifically
excluded a number of occupations,
agricultural workers among them.
. . . For agricultural workers there
are no laws prohibiting employer in-
timidation, compelling representa-
tion elections, or providing for col-
lective bargaining.
In recent years, farm workers, led

particularly by the United Farm
Workers Organizing Committee,
have struggled to organize arid bar-
gain collectively. Their efforts have
been continually resisted by hostile
employers, and the organizing drives
have been frustrated, in part, by not
being protected by the same labor
laws which apply to most other
workers.
Coverage under the NLRA will by

no means guarantee that farm
workers will be organized; laws alone
will never do the job. But the rights
enjoyed by other workers are long
overdue for farm workers.
Extension of NLRA coverage to

farm workers is imperative. We sup-
port the efforts being made in Con-
gress to achieve this end.

Support Grape Boycott
We affirm our sympathy and sup-

port for the California grape strikers
who are spearheading the most
hopeful effort in history to establish
an effective union in California
agriculture.

All ILWU members have a selfish
stake in this struggle. Labor would
speak with a stronger voice in state
legislatures if agricultural workers
were organized and rural repre-
sentatives were answerable to union-
ized constituencies.
Hawaii ILWU members have a

,special interest because low-wage,
non-union mainland agriculture is
unfair competition for Hawaii's
unionized agriculture, making it
harder for union members to im-
prove their own conditions.

SOCIAL HEALTH
The social health of the entire na-

tion would benefit if agricultural
workers, through unionism, could
win democratic rights and eliminate
the degrading conditions which now
trap generation after generation in
cycles of poverty.
A most practical way to help win

union rights in agriculture is to sup-
port the nation-wide consumer boy-
cott of California table grapes. ILWU
can take pride in the encouragement
they gave to the legislature of
Hawaii to speak out in support of
this boycott. As the boycott becomes
more effective the US government
has assumed the role of strikebreak-
er, trying to rescue the giant growers
and defeat the workers by vastly
stepping up purchases of scab grapes
for the military and other purposes.
We urge our members and locals

to do whatever they can to generate
support for the boycott among their
neighbors, wholesalers and retailers,
and in their city and state govern-
ments.
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Frank Fitzsimmons, general vice president of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, addresses ILWU Convention. In foreground is ILWU president Harry
Bridges.

ILWU, Teamsters Pledge
Friendship, Cooperation
LOS ANGELES — The top officers

of the Teamsters union and ILWU
exchanged pledges of continued
friendship and mutual support dur-
ing a convention session largely de-
voted to discussion of inter-union
cooperation.
Frank Fitzsimmons, general vice

president of the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, was in-
troduced by ILWU president Harry
Bridges as the head of a union with
which ILWU has "a close relation-
ship." As general vice president,
Fitzsimmons heads the IBT during
the imprisonment of IBT president
James Haifa.

"Let us maintain our association
and our pledges of support to each
other," Fitzsimmons said in address-
ing the convention. "If you have a
problem, it is not your problem
alone; it is our problem too. You
can take for granted that our asso-
ciation will remain as it was in the
past and we will try to make the
bonds stronger as the days go by."

Responding to Fitzsimmons' ad-
dress, Bridges told of discussions he
had had with Hoffa, projecting an
alliance of unions to include long-
shoremen, truck drivers, warehouse-
men, railroad, sea and air transport
workers — "a loose federation to ex-
tend overseas if necessary."

HELL BROKE LOOSE

"Jimmy Hoffa and I reached gen-
eral agreement," Bridges said, "the
story leaked out, and all hell broke
loose. A half-dozen bills were intro-
duced in congress to outlaw this
program, and the legal difficulties
started. We talked about pooling
our tremendous economic power,
and we did not overlook those many
workers in both our organizations
who were not waterfront workers.
"That program is still in the works

today, except that the man we need
— along with Frank Fitzsimmons —
is behind bars; and that is why he
is doing time. Don't be kidded about
'racketeering and stealing money.'
That is a lie! We know why he is
there; it's as simple as A-B-C.
"We have to have a federated type

of organization, where the teamsters
remain an entity, and we remain an
entity — autonomous.
"In talking to Jimmy Hoffa, we

did not overlook the questions of
war and peace.
"We did not overlook the impor-

tance of political action. We did not
overlook the social problems. I went
over some of these things with Frank
Fitzsimmons, and the understanding
worked out with Jimmy Hoffa, and

when I asked him if this still stood
—he said, 'absolutely.'
"There has been a determined ef-

fort by the press to suggest a battle
between the ILWU and Teamsters
on containers. That is not true. We
have a joint committee in this city,
with Bill Ward the chairman from
the ILWU and Ted Merrill the chair-
man from the Teamsters. We will
show those employers!"

LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA

Evidence that other unions are
thinking in similar terms came in
the form of a letter from C. H. Fitz-
gibbon, president of the Waterside
Workers Federation of Australia.
The letter, addressed to president
Bridges, was read to the convention.
Speaking of containerization and

mechanization, Fitzgibbon wrote:
"The plans afoot already provide
for .these types of services between
Australia, New Zealand, the USA,
Canada, Japan and the United
Kingdom, but in addition to that
there are already suggested plans
for the construction of container
berths at Singapore and Hong Kong
and no doubt other Asian nations
will follow."
The letter continued: "From the

Federation's point of view, we would
be interested in having the ILWU's
views on the possibility of a Pacific
conference to study the effects of
these developments and judge what
the combined unions of this area
should do to consolidate our forces
to meet the threats to our various
members created by these techno-
logical developments.
"I would be pleased if you would

give consideration to the questions
posed in this letter with the possi-
bility that, if your union agrees to
the principles of a Pacific confer-
ence, then we could take further
steps to explore the possibility of it
with other organizations in the Pa-
cific area and possibly join with
your union and the New Zealand
union as co-convenors."
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ILWU Asks
Free Trade,
Log Export
LOS ANGELES — ILWU restated

its longstanding position in favor of
free international trade in a resolu-
tion adopted by the 18 Biennial Con-
vention. A companion statement op-
posed limits on export of logs.
The resolutions follow.

Free Trade
The direction of American trade

policy should be toward elimination
of trade barriers and toward ex-
panded trade with all nations, east
and west.
In recent years there has been a

drive by some industries, especially
steel and textiles, for establishment
of trade barriers in the form of
quotas and tariffs.
A flood of quota bills was intro-

duced in the 91st congress. If en-
acted, they will mean fewer jobs and
higher prices. A trade war of mutual
retaliation, of escalating barriers to
free trade, could lead to economic
chaos, including devaluation of the
dollar and austerity programs such
as have been imposed on the work-
ers of Britain and France. The quota
bills should be defeated.
Further, vast markets exist in

which the United States is not play-
ing the role it could and should. The
foreign trade of the eastern Euro-
pean countries totaled more than
$45 billion in 1967. The U. S. was in-
volved in only about one percent of
it.
A giant market in China, not ig-

nored by the Canadian government
for example, has been eliminated
from our trade routes as a result of
political cold war. Expanding trade
with China and other large sections
of the world would have many pos-
itive effects—improving our balance
of payments, creating new jobs, pro-
moting international understanding
and peace.

Log Exports
On September 9, 1968 Congress

acted to limit the export of logs
from western federal timberlands for
three years beginning January 1,
1969.
The economic facts of life do not

justify such a limitation.
The limitation is a direct threat

to the job opportunities of our mem-
bers.
The limitation threatens to set off

a trade war with other nations,
worsen our balance of payments
problems and encourage the imposi-
tion of further restrictions.
A number of •organizations have

joined with the ILWU in opposing
these limitations.
RESOLVED: That we vigorously

disagree with the action taken by
Congress on September 9, 4968, that
we urge prompt repeal of that ac-
tion, that we commend our brothers
from Washington who successfully
led the struggle against limits on log
exports in that state, and that we
continue to oppose any restrictions
on log exports, whether they be by
state or federal action.

Hard-working, euthusiastic Hawaii delegation was largest ever at Convention.
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I Memorial Resolutions
LOS ANGELES—Resolutions me-

morializing outstanding ILWU lead-
ers who have died since the time of
the 1967 convention were adopted by
the 18th Biennial Convention here,
and the gathering was adjourned in
their memory. They were Charles
Duarte and Richard Lynden of Local
6, Francis Murnane of Local 8 and
Jeff Kibre, Washington representa-
tive and member of Local 33.
Excerpts from the resolutions are

reprinted here:

Charles Duarte
Warehouse Union Local 6 lost a

courageous and dedicated fighter on
January 4, 1969 in the untimely
death of Charles "Chili" Duarte. '

Chili never forgot what it was like
to work under non-union conditions
in the warehouses before the union
organization and constantly re-
minded the employers of their treat-
ment of warehousemen and women
before signing a union contract.
Chili Duarte was elected president

of Local 6 in 1951 at a time when the
San Francisco and Peninsula divi-
sions were being torn by factionalism
in the membership and through his
tireless devotion and hard-nosed
trade union program of fighting the
boss instead of each other, welded
together a tough top leadership of
officers, stewards and committees.

Chili was a keystone in the Pa-
cific Coast Warehouse Council that
brought about the best contract set-
tlement for all warehousemen in
Northern California after a 3-week
strike in 1967.
RESOLVED: That the 18th Bien-

nial Convention of the ILWU join
with the delegates of Local 6 in hon-
oring his memory and noting that
the warehouse, distribution, and
processing industry in California is
a better industry for workers because
of "Chili" Duarte;
RESOLVED: The Convention be

dedicated to the memory of a great
trade unionist, Charles "Chili"
Duarte.
Resolved: That upon adoption of

this resolution the International of-
ficers be requested to prepare for
distribution at the convention an ap-
propriate communication giving a
short biography of Charles "Chili"
Duarte.

Francis Murnane
On April 10, 1968, Brother Francis

Murnane, president of Local 8,
passed away. His funeral was at-
tended by dignitaries from both in-
side and outside of the labor move-
ment. All came to pay final tribute
to this tireless champion of trade
unionism.
During his 22 years of membership

in Local 8, Francis was many times
president of the local, and served
almost continuously on its executive
board. He represented our union be-
fore Congress.
He was an outstanding labor his-

torian who spent much of his spare
time in researching labor history,
and attempting to make this his-
tory meaningful to younger workers
and others new to the labor move-
ment. He was instrumental in the
defense of International president
Harry Bridges.
Francis served this union and its

members well. He is deeply missed.

Richard Lynden
Dick Lynden joined the Ware-

house Union (Local 6) when we were
known as Local 38-44, ILA.
Dick Lynden, raised in comfort-

able middle-class surroundings left
that atmosphere and for the next
31 years devoted his life and intellect
towards making a better life for
warehousemen and women.
Dick Lynden has passed away

since the last ILWU convention;

nevertheless (we still feel) the im-
pact of his fight for extended in-
ternal democracy in the union and
as an outstanding trade union fig-
ure in the Northern California po-
litical arena since the days of La-
bor's Non-Partisan League.
Warehouse Union Local 6 will hold

a memorial in honor of one of their
finest members, and have cast a
plaque to be installed in his memory
in the headquarters office in San
Francisco.
Resolved: That the 18th Biennial

Convention of the ILWU stand in
silence for one minute in his mem-
ory.

Jeff Kibre
Brother Jeff Kibre, a member of

Fishermen's Local 33, had been
Washington representative of the
ILWU for some 15 years. He had a
tough job—carrying ILWU policy
and program into the nation's cap-
ital and getting them through the
complex maze of congressional pol-
itics.

Jeff did his job brilliantly and
without complaint, despite often
bitter frustrations. Whether before
congressional committees, depart-
ment hearings or in individual con-
tact with legislators, Jeff ably repre-
sented the union position and was
instrumental in securing passage of
legislation beneficial to all members
of our union.

Jeff Kibre served his union, and
the working class well. His words
and his work remain an inspiration
to all of us.

Delegates
Pay Homage
To Dr. King
LOS ANGELES—ILWU's 18th Bi-

ennial Convention occured a few days
after the anniversary of the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King.
A resolution honoring Dr. King's
memory was adopted:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was

shot down on April 4, 1968 while in
Memphis, Tenn. doing trade union
work.
He was an untiring fighter for jus-

tice and equality for all people. His
contribution to civil rights and peace
is unparalleled in American history.
His commitment to non-violent

but militant struggle never wavered.
He was gunned down in the prime

of his life, before he had had a
chance to completely fulfill his mis-
sion.
He was an honorary member of

ILWU Local 10.
RESOLVED: That we re-dedicate

ourselves and our union to the work
of Dr. King, and that we do every-
thing in our power to see to it that
his life and his commitment shall
not have been in vain.

Tom Willacy Dies
LOS ANGELES — Old-timers at

the convention here reported sadly
the death of a veteran longshore
unionist, Tom Willacy, who passed
away at the age of 83.
Tom started longshoring in 1912

in San Pedro. He was a delegate to
uncounted conventions and cau-
cuses. He helped organize the South-
ern California Pensioners' group in
1951, and represented them at all
conventions and caucuses up to the
last one.
He was the man who directed the

pensioners in the Los Angeles har-
bor area. He handled the elections
for longshore Local 13, clerks Local
63 and foremens Local 94. He died
on February 11, 1969.

Officers' Report Committee: Lou Sherman, chairman, and Jim Herman, secretary

Stopping ABMs Can Be

Big Step to World Peace
LOS ANGELES — Opposition to

President Nixon's anti-ballistic mis-
sile (ABM) plan was expressed by
the 18th Biennial Convention.

Text follows in full:

ILWU opposes any deployment—
whether thick or thin — of anti-
ballistic missiles. The ABM plan is
a fraud. It claims to be a defense,
but actually it will only create new
dangers for the families it pretends
to defend.

It will make its area a target for
enemy nuclear missiles, and the ex-
perts say some are bound to get
through. It only takes one to destroy
a city.
There is also the danger that fall-

out from the so-called defensive
missiles themselves would poison our
air and water.
Every ABM is an atom bomb at-

tached to a missile. Exploding atom
bombs in our skies in the hope of
destroying other atomic bombs
makes about as much sense as run-
ning into a gas chamber to get away
from a fire.

The third danger is that to begin

Memorial to
Anne Rand
LOS ANGELES—Anne Rand, di-

rector of the ILWU research de-
partment library from 1946 until
her retirement in 1965, was memo-
rialized in a convention resolution
which directed that the library be
named for her and that a memo-
rial plaque be placed there.
The resolution follows:
Anne Rand built the ILWU Re-

search Department Library and
served as its Director for 20 years.
We were deeply shocked and

saddened to learn of Anne's pass-
ing in February 1969.

All of us in the ILWU have lost
a loyal friend and colleague whose
contribution to our union will not
soon be forgotten.

Resolved: That a plaque be per-
manently hung in the ILWU li-
brary bearing the following in-
scription:
"In Memoriam, Anne Rand
"Friend and counselor to union

members, students and research-
ers
"Respected and loved by her as-

sociates in the union and by fel-
low members of her craft
Her commitment to our union

was unwavering.
RESOLVED: That our library

shall from this time on be known
as the "Anne Rand Research Li-
brary."

installing these fraudulent defenses
means we are continuing to walk
down a path which ends in nuclear
wax. Our nation and our families will
be in growing peril until we get off
that path, and this can only be done
when we face up to the fact in this
nuclear age we cannot find safety in
building weapons. We can only find
it in building peace, and we'd better
start concentrating on that before
it's too late.
President Johnson proposed a so-

called "thin" ABM system with a $6
billion price tag.

STOPPING THE ABM
President Nixon proposes a mod-

ified thin system costing $7 to $10
billion. We believe a "thin" system
is really only the thin edge of a
wedge, and that once started we'll
be in a new arms race which will
cost 10 times or even 50 times that
amount.
Since World War II this country

has been wasting its money and best
energies in an arms race. The aver-
age worker gives up 30 percent of
his income for direct and indirect
taxes, about two-thirds of which are
spent on things related to war.
The trouble we are having now in

our cities and our schools is largely
the result of 20 years of government
neglect of the real needs of our
people for a healthier, more satisfy-
ing and human environment; these
things have been neglected because
our energies have been drained off
in the Cold War.

After all this sacrifice for so-
called defense, instead of being safer
than we were in 1946, we are in a
thousand times greater danger, and
so are the Russians, because for the
first time in history we each have
the power to wipe out the human
race, and neither of us has the power
to stop it if some person in a key
position on the other side makes a
foolish move.
ABM won't change this; it will

only make it harder to talk sense to
each other because it will have us
racing again for positions of ad-
vantage. We believe that we as
unionists have a responsibility to our
families and to our country to do
whatever we can to stop this mad-
ness.
We urge President Nixon and our

Congressmen to stop the ABM devel-
opment. We urge the Mayors of our
cities and the members of our State
Legislatures and our City Councils
to add their voices to the protest
against any ABM deployment. (The
Hawaii State Legislature and the
Honolulu City Council have both
taken such action.)
Stopping the ABM can be a first

step on the only path that leads to
safety for our loved ones — world
peace and disarmament.



We Hail End
Of Nuclear
Proliferation
LOS ANGELES — ILWU com-

mended the US government for sign-
ing the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty of July, 1968. At the same
time, a resolution adopted by the
18th Biennial Convention charged
that the Nixon Administration's ABM
plan is a big step in a different direc-
tion—back toward nuclear prolifera-
tion.

The resolution on this subject
follows:

Non-Prof iteration
Treaty and ABM

An important step toward mini-
mizing the possibility of nuclear
warfare was the Non-Proliferation
Treaty signed by eighty nations in
July of 1968.

The United States played a lead-
ing role in bringing about this
treaty. The Senate finally ratified it
on March 13 of this year.
President Nixon has expressed his

support of the treaty and his will-
ingness to implement it. However,
the Nixon administration's support
for the proposed anti-ballistic mis-
sile program violates the spirit if
not the letter of the Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty. The Sentinel System,
as the ABM program is called, has
been thoroughly exposed in Congress
as a fraud—useless for defense while
creating new dangers to those it is
supposed to protect.

After all of our sacrifices for "de-
fense" since 1946, we are in a thou-
sand times greater danger than ever
before. ABM is another step down
the path toward nuclear war. Our
nation must face up to the fact that
in this nuclear age we cannot find
safety in building weapons, but only
in striving directly for peace.

'What Do You Do . . . ?'
Auxiliary Member Asks
"I think the ILWU as a whole is

a great union," writes an auxiliary
member from Boron, Calif., "But
what do you do with men who don't
think enough of themselves, their
families and their union to attend
meetings? Don't they realize the
union is their bread and butter?
"What really worries me is this

question, 'Are we the only local like
this or are there many more?'"

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List
SAN FRANCISCO — Following

is the April, 1969, list of dock-
workers retired under various
ILWU-PMA plans:
Local 8: William Jagelski, Wil-

liam H. Underwood; Local 10: Di-
omar Braz, Jerome Brody, Mike
Churich, Jesse General, Edward
W. McDonald, Ruben T. McGee,
Adolph Robles, Bjarne Sandvik,
Morris Shaw, James Williams;
Local 12: Harold Crowther.
Local 13: Oro J. Bernardo, Beel-

er Fitzgerald, Ernest Gray, Cyrus
Synstelien; Local 19: George R.
Klem; Local 23: Conrad Gates;
Local 34: Emmett Gilmartin; Lo-
cal 91: Thomas P. Hogan.
The widows are: Lena Y. Cook,

Nina Coop, Villella Douglas, Mar-
garet Espinosa, Viola M. Fletcher,
Esther M. George, Marguerite
Hardister, Anna House, Jennie
Hughes, Henny B. Jensen, Chris-
tina Krome, Helen K. McBride,
Sarah Medford, Mary 0. Miller,
Myrtle Pekich, L. V. Potts, Maria
Sandoval, Evelyn R. Scott, Lela L.
Steuben, Daisy L. Wilson.

OLDTIMERS, making up the executive
board of the Pacific Coast Pensioners
Association met here prior to the
opening of the ILWU's I 8th Biennial
Convention to plan the next Pension-
er's convention, to be held in the area
of Redding, California, sometime in
September.
The Association meeting here

planned to invite pension representa-
tives from all ILWU pension groups,
including warehouse, Hawaii, Canadi-
an, and all others from miscellaneous
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crafts covered by the ILWU locals.
Seen above at that executive meet-

ing, from left, are Roy Brasted, South-
ern California; Rosco G. Craycraft,
Seattle; Morris E. Thorsen, Tacoma;
Bill Lawrence, President of the Pacific
Coast Pensioners Association; C. E.
Scott, Longview, Washington; Leo Mil-
ler, Los Angeles-Long Beach; Mike
Sickinger and Joe Werner, both from
Portland, members of the Columbia
River Pensioners; and Ernest Woods,
San Francisco.

Study of Poor Exposes Myths
WASHINGTON—"There has been

very little change in US income dis-
tribution for almost 20 years." So
states a report, "Who Are The Urban
Poor," published by the Committee
for Economic Development. The re-
port explores urban poverty, explod-
ing some of the myths about Ameri-
ca's 30 million poor, and shows how
present social institutions reinforce
the poverty cycle.

The poor, the story shows, are
two-thirds white. One out of four
are elderly or disabled. Nearly one-
third are in households headed by
employed men under 65 "whose pov-
erty results from low earnings."

Almost two-thirds of the poor live
in 224 metropolitan areas. The larg-
est single group suffering from pov-
erty are some 6 million children un-
der 18.

More than four times the number
of employed nonwhites earn less
than the government "poverty level"
of $3300, as compared with em-
ployed whites.

Higher food and merchandise
prices in low-income neighborhoods,

more expensive (in relation to qual-
ity) housing, lack of financing
for home ownership, low-quality
schools, neighborhood destruction
by highway systems, a degrading
welfare system, plants and jobs
moving to the suburbs, police prac-
tices, racial prejudice, unnecessarily
high qualifications for jobs—these
are all cited as ways that the poor
are kept from breaking the bonds
of poverty.

"These institutional perversities,
and many more," the report states,
"tend to make escape from poverty
extremely difficult for many of the
persons who become trapped in it by
birth or changing circumstances."

The CED suggests that income
supplements, jobs and job training,
higher wages, new approaches to
education and basic changes in the
inner-city institutions are ways to
begin closing the $10 billion "pov-
erty gap."

Who Are the Urban Poor" $1.00

Committee for Economic Development

477 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022
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Farm Workers
Benefit from
Perlin Dinner
LOS ANGELES — A testimonial

banquet is planned for an ILWU
executive board member who has
spent 35 years in the labor move-
ment, and continued as an activist
in the interest of working men and
of peace.

Paul Perlin will be honored at the

banquet, to be held Sunday, April

27, 6 p.m., at the Biltmore Hotel,

Fifth and Olive Streets, Los An-

geles.

All proceeds will be donated to
the United Farm Workers Organiz-
ing Committee. Honorary Chairman
of the testimonial is UFWOC leader
Cesar Chavez. Co-chairmen are
ILWU's newly nominated Vice Pres-
ident Bill Chester, and Congressman
George E. Brown, Jr. One of
the many distinguished sponsors is
ILWU president Harry Bridges.

Perlin is a man with a long history
in the labor movement. Starting as
a hod carrier when he was 17 years
old, he was the youngest member of
the Los Angeles County Federation
of Labor. He became a movie studio
worker, and was technical coordi-
nator for the Mine-Mill movie "Salt
of the Earth."

Since 1952 he has worked in the

wholesale drug industry, a member

of ILWU Local 26. He was one of the

co-founders of Labor SANE and a
planner of the Labor Peace Assem-

bly.

Perlin is currently a member of
the ILWU International executive
board, secretary-treasurer of the
Southern California District Coun-
cil, legislative representative for
that council, and has held many
other important elected positions.

Currently, one of his major inter-

ests is the campaign to elect Tom

Bradley for Los Angeles mayor. He

is on the Bradley campaign steering

committee representing the ILWU.

Donations which will be given to
the UFWOC may be made out to the
Perlin Testimonial Dinner, P. 0. Box
93406, Los Angeles, California.

Next Dispatcher
Deadline April 25

The specially reconvened full negotiating committee meets on Easter Sunday, the day before Convention opened.
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Full Backing
To Warehouse
Negotiations

April 18, 1969

LOS ANGELES—Support for the
warehouse locals of Northern Cal-
ifornia in their 1970 negotiations for
a new area contract was voted by the
18th Biennial Convention. A resolu-
tion on this subject included full
backing for Local 11 in its negotia-
tion of a new dried fruit agreement
next year.

The resolution states, in part:
1967 came to- be known as "Ware-

house Year." Because of the strength
and determination of our brothers
and sisters in the warehouse and
production industries, the complete
and unqualified support given to
them by every local of the ILWU,
and the concerted action taken by
the ILWU-Teamster Warehouse
Council, the largest settlements ever
were achieved.
In 1970 two of our major industry-

wide contracts — Local 6's and 17's
warehouse agreement and Local 11's
dried fruit agreement — will once
again be open for negotiations. Not
only will the outcome of these two
key negotiations directly affect the
lives and working conditions of the
members covered by those contracts,
but the results will have a pro-
nounced effect on the other con-
tracts which open by the time of our
next convention.

This convention pledges its com-
plete support to the warehousemen
and dried fruit workers, and offers
its moral and financial support,
when and if such support becomes
necessary.

Support for the National
Alliance of Colgate Unions

The convention also voted support
for the National Alliance of Colgate
Unions, formed in March of this
year. It embraces some 500 members
of the Colgate unit of Local 6, along
with locals of three other interna-
tional unions. They plan joint nego-
tiations in 1970.

Caucus May
Order Vote
On Dock Pact
Continued from Page 1—

eel the Pacific Coast Longshore
Agreement with the Pacific Mari-
time Association.

The Negotiating Committee was
specially reconvened on Sunday,
April 6, a day before the convention
opened. Its recommendation to the
caucus to order a referendum fol-
lowed its decision to honor a federal
court order by calling off a limited
coastwide work stoppage that halted
the loading and unloading of vans
and containers.

The discussion on the container
issue and Negotiating Committee's
recommendation was still going on
as this paper was prepared for the
press.

Columbia Pensioners
Sponsor Ball Teams
PORTLAND — The Columbia Riv-

er Pensioners Memorial Association
has voted to continue its sponsor-
ship again this year of three Little
League and one Babe Ruth ball
teams, CRPMA president Mike Sick-
inger reports.

Sponsorship of the teams is tra-
ditional, "one of our main interests
and activities — and well worth the
cost, about $800," Sickinger said.

"I am the plow horse, and I am proud of it."

Waterfront Men: May Is Month
To Make Health Plan Choice

Attention: Longshoremen, Clerks,
Walking Bosses: The ILWU-PMA
Benefit Funds has set aside the en-
tire month of May as annual choice
month. This is the one month in the
year when longshoremen, clerks and
walking bosses in the "choice" ports
may change from one health plan
to another, and when "B" men, el-
igible for the first time for welfare
coverage, choose a health plan for
themselves and their eligible de-
pendents for the first time.

Anyone wishing to take advantage
of the open enrollment period must
go to his local sometime during May,
and sign up for the health plan of
his choice. This will allow the neces-
sary time for advising the health
plans of changes in enrollment so
that coverage may begin the follow-
ing July 1.

The ports in which a choice of
plans may be made are: Tacoma,
Seattle, Portland-Vancouver, Sacra-
mento, San Francisco Bay, Los An-
geles Harbor and San Diego.

Those not wanting to change med-
ical plans need do nothing. No
change can be made during the con-
tract year (July 1 - June 30) after
the May sign-up is over.

The medical plan selected now
will cover men and their eligible de-
pendents for the full year provided
they remain eligible for Welfare
Plan benefits.

The choice in all areas is between
the Insured Plan, which provides

money toward payment of doctor
and hospital bills, and a group serv-
ice plan which provides hospital-
medical-surgical services rather
than money.

For each choice port, bulletins
which compare the benefits under
each program will be available at
the locals in May.

DENTAL CHOICES

Men in the Los Angeles Harbor
and San Francisco Bay Areas can
also make a choice of dental plan
during May for their children under
age 15. Coverage will be effective
July 1.
In the Los Angeles Area: The

choice is between the California
Dental Plan and the Schoen, Sakai,
Simms, Eisman and Simon Dental
Group.

In the San Francisco Bay Area:
The choice is between California
Dental Service and the Naismith
Dental Group Service Plan.

Agnes Murray, Longview
Auxiliary President, Dies

KELSO, Wash — Funeral services
were held here March 28 for Agnes
Murray, president of Longview Aux-
iliary 14. Mrs. Murray, widow of a
longshoreman and mother of Local
21 member Melvin Murray, died sud-
denly at her home March 25. She was
a 28-year member of the auxiliary
and well known in auxiliary circles
from Wilmington to British Colum-
bia.

And

More in Next Issue:
—Texts of Policy Statements.

—Reports from Commiffees.

—Summaries of All Resolutions.

—Perspectives and Programs.

Pictures of Delegates and Guests.

—Publicity and Education.

—Auxiliaries and Pensioners.

—Greetings from Around the World.

—Constitutional Changes.

—And Much, Much More.

a Report from Longshore Caucus

Bob Robertson
The Story of
An Organizer
Continued from Page 1—
attacked while alone. . . taken from
jail to jail, beaten at every one, in
the stomach, kidneys and back, with
the result that he suffered fractures
of the vertebrae.
(At another time) "the goons es-

corted them to the county line, set
fire to the car and told them to get
going. When Bob came to, he trudged
right back to New Orleans. We at-
tempted to get an injunction against
them, and Bob was brought back on
a stretcher to testify.

'BEST OF LUCK'
"Brother Robertson has given

leadership throughout the years,
through his columns in The Dis-
patcher, speaking to the workers in
the union meetings and by actual
participation in organizing cam-
paigns up and down the coast. It
gives me great pride to have worked
with Bob. I wish him the best of luck
and a long life to come."

Bill Lawrence, president of the
Pacific Coast Pensioners Association,
invited Robertson to join that or-
ganization and to speak at its con-
vention next September.
President Bridges, before present-

ing the gold ring, spoke at length in
appreciation of Bob as fellow offi-
cer and friend. "It's going to be
awfully hard for someone to equal
the record Bob made," he said.

'IRON-BOUND LOYALTY'
Secretary-treasurer Louis Gold-

blatt stated: "If there is one charac-
teristic that marked Robertson it
was a rock-ribbed, iron-bound loyal-
ty to this union, no matter how
tough the going got with internal
dissension or whatever. At no time
could you detect the slightest sign
of any lack of confidence in this
organization....
"Handing over a heritage to the

younger members to whom he has
addressed himself in his columns is
another of his important contribu-
tions."

Others who spoke in appreciation
of Bob Robertson were Roy Smith
of Local 500; Carl Damaso, Local
142; Cleophas Williams, Local 10;
Michael Johnson, Local 34; Joe Wer-
ner, Portland Pensioners; Eugene
Bailey, Local 12; L. L. (Chick) Love-
ridge, Local 13; Paul Perlin, Local
26; Bill Ward, Local 13; Oliver Olson,
Local 19 and Bill Goheen, Local 34.

Robertson spoke only briefly at
that time in response to the acco-
lades of praise, but later when the
subject of organizing was on the
floor he talked at length of what he
had learned in his years as director
of organization and perspectives for
the future.

"I have tried every way possible,"
he said, "to work out alliances with
other national and local unions,
where we could develop a joint pro-
gram of organization and work to-
gether and stop this damn raiding."

THE TEAM

Referring to the Bridges-Robert-
son-Goldblatt team of ILWU Inter-
national officers, Bob said: "On this
team of ours you had two thorough-
bred race horses; they are both the
best you can find. ... But along with
these two fine race horses, you have
to have an old plow horse that plows
the field, tills the soil, harvests the
crop, so that when we reap the
harvest we will have something in
the bin. I am the plow horse, and I
am proud of it."

Concluding his final address, Rob-
ertson told the delegates: "Every-
thing I am, everything I learned, I
learned in this university we call the
ILWU. You have kept me in this
college 36 years, and I am still learn-
ing."


