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West Coast
Caucus Is
Set to Roll
SAN FRANCISCO — The longshore, shipclerk and walking boss
caucus called for October 21 is set to
roll. Practically all locals of ILWU's
waterfront division have indicated
that their delegates will be present.
The caucus was called by the Coast
Labor Relations Committee to deal
with two subjects: (1) ILWU jurisdiction over all work performed at
container freight stations, and (2)
a proposed increase in the pensions
of retired members and widows now
receiving the $165-per-month rate.
The caucus will convene at International headquarters, 150 Golden
Gate Ave., San Francisco, at 10 a.m.,
October 21. (See editorial, page 2.)

Bull Session
For Oregon
PORTLAND — Oregon and the
Columbia River area ILWU locals
will have their free-swinging, noholds-barred workshop session with
international officers present Saturday and Sunday, November 9 and 10,
in the faculty lounge at Reed College.
Deadline for applications to attend the workshop is Friday, October 25, and all interested members
are being uged to file with their local secretaries. It is expected registra,tion will be limited to fifty.

Local 10
Endorses
Humphrey
SAN FRANCISCO — The Humphrey-Muskie ticket of the Democratic
party was endorsed during the first
week of October by Longshore Local
10, the ILWU Joint Legislative Committees of San Francisco and the
East Bay, and the San Francisco
Pensioners Club.
A regular meeting of Local 10,
with 1,100 members present, voted
the endorsement unanimously.
The vote to endorse was 27-14 in
the SF committee, 11-9 in the East
Bay committee.
These actions are contrary to the
"no endorsement" policy voted in
September by the International Executive Board and the California
Joint Legislative Council meeting.
Under the ILWU constitution, each
local has complete autonomy on political issues and candidates.

The City of Portland, where ILWU's next weekend workshop, for Oregon and Columbia River locals,
Ackroyd Photography Inc.
will be held November 9 and 10. (See story, this page.)

Dock Workers of East and West
Support Changes in Safety Code
WASHINGTON—Local 10 welfare
director Julius Stern and ILWU
Washington representative Albert
Lannon, Jr., appeared before Labor
Department hearing examiner E.W.
Parkinson here on October 3 to support proposed changes in the federal
longshore safety code.
The proposals deal with tightening safety regulations on hazardous
cargo, container cranes, ladders,
hatch coverings, barges, wire ropes,
overhead guards on fork lifts, container weight markings, ventilation
and first aid.
PERIOD OF CHANGE
The safety code changes are expected to go into effect soon after
the first of the year; new regulations
calling for certification of shorebased handling devices will become
effective February 1, 1970.
Representatives of the International Longshoremen's Association
also testified.
Lannon introduced the union's position, citing ILWU's long history of
placing "safety first."

"Longshoring is recognized as one
of our most hazardous industries,"
he stated,"and we welcome the proposed changes and their effective
implementation. We are now, in a
period of great change in the maritime industry . . . New methods of
working cargo need constant attention to insure the health and safety
of the worker."
Referring to an objection by Captain G.H.E. Buxton of the New York
Shipping Association, Lannon said:
"Safety should not be negotiable,
and it is saddening to see that the
proposed rule changes have generated some controversy concerning
employer obligations. When it comes
to protecting the life and limb of
human beings, there should be no
controversy."
Julius Stern, drawing on his extensive background as welfare director for Local 10, called for strengthening several of the proposals and
urged that containerization be
watched closely by the Bureau of
Labor Standards to see what new
safety problems they produce. He

urged additional language for rules
covering overhead guards on fork
lifts, ladders, hatch covers and signalmen.
POISONING CASES
Stern and Lannon supported the
position of International Longshoremen's Association safety director Joseph Leonard concerning carbon
monoxide pollution in the holds of
ships where fork lifts are used. Leonard urged, and the ILWU representatives agreed, that a strict limitation of 50 parts per million, carbon
dioxide in air, be enforced.
Stern cited 50 or 60 poisoning
cases in San Francisco alone last
year, and said that particular danger
existed on reefer ships where testing
of the air "ought to be required every fifteen minutes."
Terming the proposed regulations
"a step in the right direction," Stern
looked to the day when accidents
could be reduced "to the rate where
a longshoreman who goes to work in
the morning has some reasonable expectation of getting home at night
in one piece."

.V:1111SPATCHglt Page

2

October 11, 1968

7141S IS A
PROBLEM OF
TNE WHOLE
UNION!

HE NEGATIVE APPROACH to the national election is,
in my opinion, strictly for the birds. Whoever is elected
President of the United States has a lot to do with the fortunes and security of the working people. The damage a
President can do even in a single term of office—and apart
from foreign policy—can affect all our lives for a long time
after he leaves the scene.
It's not by accident that there's been such a tremendous
drive to force the withdrawal of the nomination of Abe
Fortas as Chief Justice. And remember, that drive against
Fortas didn't come from working people. Whatever else we
might think about some of their decisions, the Supreme
Court has stood out like a citadel in matters of constitutional protection, conscience, justice and civil rights.

T

Another negative and mistaken approach taken by many
who should know better is that it's not only a waste of time
to work in behalf of a chosen candidate, but even to take
the trouble to vote for anyone. There are some who intend
to skip by the top candidates, but we hope they'll at least
remember that many of the other candidates are of tremendous importance for labor, and deserving of votes and
support.
No matter what political course a member takes, he
knows damn well that our union is going to be around for
a long time and our purpose is to keep working constantly
toward a better life for our members and our community.
That's another reason we don't go for that much too prevalent and popular idea nowadays that things have to get
worse before they get any better. This is strictly anarchistic
and destructive.

CTUALLY NO LEADER of labor worth his salt could go
for an idea as phony as that. And no stand taken by
this union should ever be construed as following such a destructive course. It's important for our people to be politically hep and active. At the same time, we must repeat that
we have no notion that we will actually produce gains for
the rank-and-file of labor or any part of the working class
by political action alone.
The working class still has a much stronger weapon than
the ballot box, and let no one forget it. That's the ability
to stop the wheels turning. Too many forget that the one
true workers' weapon—the weapon no one else has—is that
all-important effective weapon of halting production and
therefore halting profit-making.

A

N MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, a west coast
longshore, shipclerk and walking boss
caucus will convene at International headquarters in San Francisco. At last report
practically every waterfront local in the
ILWU has indicated it will send delegates
to this important meeting. The caucus will
deal with a primary contract issue, namely
who will do the work of stripping and stuffing containers at docks or terminals, as well
as off the waterfront. This is a fundamental
issue dealing with work and jurisdiction.
The second issue of significance concerns
a pension increase for certain retired members and widows—now receiving $165-permonth rate.
These issues, particularly the one dealing
with containers, is so fundamental that all
ILWU waterfront division members must
realize that any of these proposals could
mean putting the contract on the line.
Other locals will be attending the caucus
—from Hawaii, from British Columbia, from
warehouse—because they know it's a fight
that concerns every section of the union.
Despite the fact that it is a waterfront contract, the main issues directly or indirectly
affect all members of the ILWU. Any program of action adopted by the caucus therefore can only be successful if supported by
all sections.

O

HAT IS HAPPENING now is we are
moving in the direction of a showdown on this issue which could even include
contract cancellation. We're bound by a
good faith contract on pensioners. However, a majority of the waterfront locals
voted up a resolution to take all steps necessary to bring about this increase. Here
again, there is a possibility that the contract itself is on the line. And this too expands a waterfront division issue into a
total International problem in which solutions must be resolved through united action.
The union program, particularly as it pertains to containers, must be seen against
the background of fantastic technological
changes brought about by the "container
revolution." This has already gone much
farther than we originally dreamed when
containers first hit the waterfront. It has
spilled across from the docks and terminals
into every highway and byway and railway.

W

Some of the plans and projections now in
the works are truly amazing in terms of new
methods of cargo handling. Containers go
by sea, by truck, by rail, and by a combination of all—including the growing concept
of the "landbridge"—which will see containers speed across oceans and continents,
moving cargo in huge amounts at high
speed with a minimum of human labor and
a maximum of computerized handling. Huge
national and international consortiums are
now preparing to control cargo handling
worldwide. They have combined their
strength and are well organized indeed.
THESE ARE PROBLEMS therefore that
I must be tackled by the combined
strength and unity of the entire union. It
will take solidarity and understanding of
every member to enable us to meet the fast
changing problems of the new mechanization and protect the jobs and needs and
security and well-being of our members.
When push comes to shove, we have no
doubt that the union will stand as one to
meet a common problem. It has always
been this way. When warehouse workers
struck, longshoremen, pineapple and sugar
workers, members of the ILWU in every
area organized by the union pledged their
support. When our brothers in Hawaii
struck at plantations and canneries, they
knew they had the longshoremen, warehousemen, and all others behind them.
When longshoremen have fought for their
gains in the past, they never doubted that
the entire union was behind them. That's
the way it has been. That's the way it's
going to be.
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I don't think any candidate for the US Presidency is
going to be so stupid as to think he can effectively and
realistically take this weapon away from the American
working people. Yes, he can hamstring it, sabotage it, slow
it down by legal handcuffs. But when workers make up
their mind to move—they'll move—no matter which political
party is in power. And this goes double for the ILWU.
And our allies in the working class will move with us—
not only to keep what we already have, but to struggle to
get even more. That's the name of the game.

NE FINAL POINT. There have been a few occasions
when one runs across the situation—even in our own
union—that we find ourselves in a contest with other unions
in representational elections. We may count our votes in
advance and realize we'll lose. And that's when we sometimes ask ourselves: should we advise workers to vote in
favor "no union"—on the theory that if we can't get it, then
let's block any other union from getting it?

O

Well, that's a really bum, anti-labor, anti-working class
policy. It's got no place in a union such as ours. This same
principle should be kept in mind in this crucial election
year when things seem far from clear cut. A year when
there's so much feeling that all candidates are bums and
no politicians are worth the effort because they'll only put
working people behind the eight ball once again.
Still, we know from long experience that it is possible
to make choices, if one wants to search for the best, and
work toward the best, and create a coalition among working
people to try to elect the best that the political scene has
to offer. A purely negative view that finds everything hopeless—which some people seem to be expressing—will only
leave us talking to ourselves—with nobody listening. And
then everything really would look hopeless.
It sure is true that this union never has and never will
depend on politicians. But that doesn't mean we can't work
with the rest of the labor movement at least to get the best
possible representation available, while we keep building
our strength through trade union solidarity.
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Morse Sees
Anti-Labor
Drive in '69

ILWU and All
Labor United
For Cranston
SAN FRANCISCO — Sample copies
of a pamphlet issued by United Labor Volunteers for Cranston have
been sent to all ILWU locals in California by president Harry Bridges.
"Seldom has labor in California
ever been so thoroughly united behind any candidate," says the volunteer committee."The reason is plain:
Alan Cranston seeks the same goals
that we seek ... works for the same
peaceful, prosperous world that we
work for."
Cranston is the Democratic nominee for US senator, opposing the extreme reactionary, anti-labor Republican Max Rafferty. Cranston
has been endorsed by all sections of
the ILWU in this state.
Cranston's program calls for "An
end to the injustices that cause riots,
unrest." "We must provide jobs,
schools, housing, training," he says.
"We must insure swift, fair law enforcement — equal, even-handed,
just, for all. We must recognize every
man's inalienable dignity, his equal
right to opportunity and freedom."
He stands for extending the protection of the National Labor Relations Act to farm workers, as well as
disability and unemployment insurance.
His platform includes: "Defend
the right of unions to live and work
against the bludgeoning of so-called
'right-to-work' laws."
On Vietnam, he says: "Stop the
bombing. Guarantee the right of self
determination for all the people of
Vietnam. Negotiate an honorable
peace."
Copies of the pamphlet in quantity
can be obtained by writing to David
Jenkins, United Labor Volunteers for
Cranston, 2940 16th St., San Francisco.
Many leading Republicans have
announced their support of Cranston, and have taken newspaper ads
to accuse Rafferty of deliberately lying about Senator Kuchel during the
primary campaign. Five of them
have sent a telegram to Republican
state central committee chairman
James Halley, asking that he censure Rafferty for his use of the word
"treason" in reference to Cranston.
"We find this language .. . to be
inflammatory, irresponsible and unworthy of anyone seeking the high
office of US Senator," the telegram
said.
"Rafferty thus impugns treason to
such distinguished Republican senators as Charles Percy of Illinois,
George Aiken of Vermont, Thruston
Morton of Kentucky and Jacob Jayits of New York, all of whom have
advocated a halt to bombing of the
north."
The telegram was signed by Mrs.
William Mueser, Jr., William Exline,
Wallace Shepherd, Milton Schwartz
and Nancy Hamilton.

SALEM — Senator Wayne Morse
warned the Oregon AFL-CIO convention the Republicans in Congress
are preparing a series of anti-labor
bills for introduction in January.
Morse said if reelected he would
"accept the challenge of this war on
labor and meet it head-on in the
Senate Labor Committee."
He will be chairman of the committee, one of the most powerful in
Congress, if returned to the Senate
on November 5.
The Senator had some harsh words
for the recent tax increase, stating:
"There is absolutely no justification for this surtax, as long as great
tax loopholes exist, which if closed,
would net more than $21 billion to
the United States treasury."
At endorsement time, the state labor body's more than 500 delegates
lined up solidly behind Morse against
his Republican foe, Portland management attorney Robert Packwood.
Morse's reelection was recommended earlier last month by the
Columbia River District Council,
ILWU.

BENEFIT dinner for City of Hope sponsored by Wilmington Longshore Local 13
honored State Senator Ralph C. Dills. Pictured at City of Hope medical center
are (from left): Jimmie Valbuena, vice president of Local 13; Senator Dills;
Curt Johnston, president of Local 13.

Columbia River Wins
New Crane Safety Rules
SALEM—New language to protect
longshoremen and other workers
employed on and near heavy industry cranes was written into the state
safety code last week at a meeting
of the Oregon Compensation Board's
safety division. Ernest Baker and
four other ILWU members were
present.
Baker, lobbyist for the Columbia
River District Council, recently was
asked to serve in an advisory capacity to the safety division. The other
longshoremen acted in a similar capacity at the meeting.
One of the big points gained was
that a printed notice must be posted
in crane cabs showing when the
crane was last inspected, by whom,
and the carrying capacity of the
crane at the degree angle of the
boom.
Another new feature provides that
all cranes must be equipped with
automatic limiting devices to prevent the boom from toppling.
State safety codes henceforth will
require that cranes be inspected for
structural defects every four years,
while working parts, including

Morse on Problems of Elderly
EUGENE — Senator Wayne Morse
told a gerontology (problems of aging) seminar at the University of
Oregon that a retirement revolution
is on in America caused by the fact
"our life spans have lengthened
while our work spans have shortened, with earlier pensions and social security benefits."
He said this would mean a "longer
period of curtailed income, burdensome health costs and sub-standard
living conditions unless the problems of the elderly are tackled systematically."
As a partial solution to problems
of income maintenance for the re-
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tired, he advocated a cost-of-living
provision to keep social security benefits current with living costs.
The Senator also called for the
addition of the totally and permanently disabled to those eligible for
medicare.
He described the research program
of the Special Committee on Aging,
of which he is a member, and the
legislative work of the Subcommittee on Aging of the Senate Labor
and Public Welfare Committee. He
said that as chairman of the labor
committee upon his reelection he
would give "high priority to the work
of this subcommittee."

drums, wire, ropes, etc., must be inspected every 12 months.
Still another concession covers
clarification as to an inspector's
bonafides for the job. In future they
must not only be authorized to inspect, but be accredited.
A red tag, and fine could follow
failure of an employer to shut down
an operation until such time as the
repairs or replacement ordered had
been made.
Longshoremen at the session with
Baker included Henry Lunde, Local
8 LRC member; Richard Buchanan
and Don Mosher, CRDC delegate and
safety committee man from Local
12, North Bend.

NW Council Fights
State Initiative 32
SEATTLE — A campaign against
curtailment of log exports to Japan
was the principal business of the
Puget Sound District Council at its
September meeting here. Jack Hogan of Seattle Stevedore Company
was present as a representative of
the Resource and Trade Committee
Against Initiative 32. He addressed
the meeting and took part in a discussion afterward.
Initiative 32 will appear on the
November 5 ballot in Washington
state. If enacted, it would restrict
the export of logs from state-owned
lands, a trade now providing an estimated 5,600 jobs in the state. Financing, publicity and other aspects
of the fight against Initiative 32
were discussed with Hogan.
The council voted to send its president, James Costa, as a delegate to
a legislative conference of the American Civil Liberties Union. A resolution was adopted expressing disagreement with the ACLU position
on civil rights as the council delegates interpreted it.

Oakland

X-Ray Technicians
Win Good Contract
OAKLAND — X-ray technicians of
Local 6 voted overwhelming approval of a new two-year contract with
six East Bay hospitals on October 9.
Strike authorization had been
voted on September 18, but a settlement was reached with the help of
state mediator James Marshall and
without a strike.
The principal strike issue had
been the union shop. This was resolved when the hospitals agreed
to a union shop election to be conducted by the state conciliation
service October 21. X-ray technicians
in all hospitals will vote as a single
bargaining unit.
This move was proposed by the
union. The union shop will become
part of the contract when approved
in secret ballot by the members.
Wage increases range from $40 to
$60 a month, retroactive to August
1, 1968. Another across-the-board
increase of $35 a month will become effective on August 1, 1969.
A dental plan to be paid by the
hospital will start January 1, 1969.
Other improvements are in the callout plan, shift differential (now $50
a month) and daily guarantee.
Health protection was a major issue. All technicians will receive physical examinations regularly to guard
against the hazards of their work.
A joint union-management committee will make regular inspections of
premises, equipment and procedures
and make recommendations for
maximum health protection.
Negotiating committee members
were Robert Nielsen, Larry Price,
Jerri Koeckpe,Margaret Beckett, Jan
Long and Louis Frenza, with business agents Bill Burke and Evelyn
Johnson.
The hospitals are Alta Bates, Children's, Herrick, Merritt, Peralta and
Providence.

Next Dispatcher
Deadline October 21
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Auxiliary Board Asks HHH to Speak Out on War
STOCKTON — Vice-President Hubert Humphrey was asked by the
Executive Board of the ILWU Federated Auxiliaries, meeting here September 21 and 22, to speak out forcefully in unambiguous terms for ending the war in Vietnam "so as to
give women who are the bearers of
life a reason for voting Democratic
in this year of crisis for our country."
Thousands of women, fed up with
a war that is costing one million dollars every 20 minutes, will "by-pass
the presidential choice" unless Humphrey speaks up, board members
said.
The action—one of a series linking
Vietnam with the November elections — was taken after Auxiliary
leaders, including president Valerie
Taylor, called for an end to the
"longest war in our history."
Jeannette Whitney, Federated
Auxilaries vice-president for Northern California, official hostess for
the two-day meeting, termed this
"non-war" an example of "government disregard for the feelings of
our citizens."
She urged auxiliary members who
can't bring themselves to vote for
any of the presidential candidates to
throw their energies into campaign
work for ILWU-recommended candidates for other offices, including
Wayne Morse of Oregon, Warren
Magnuson of Washington state and
Allan Cranston, running in California against the arch reactionary
Max Rafferty.
"Two years ago 50 liberals were
unseated in Congress," Mrs. Taylor
told the women."If there is any further conservative take-over, labor
will face the most violent onslaught
of anti-union action in Congress in
generations."
POVERTY
She took sharp issue with political
candidates who "talk so much about
civil disorder and crime in the streets
... and so little about the 30 million
Americans who live at the poverty
level."
The abrasive relationship between
the police and minority communities
was pointed out by Ruth Harris,
First vice-president of the Federated Auxiliaries.
"Employment is a key problem,"
she said. The condition of Negroes
in city core areas "remains in a state
of crisis," she charged, with only a
fraction of those in need being
helped by federal programs in manpower, education, housing, welfare
and community action.
The role of the police in labor disputes also was questioned by Mrs.
Harris. "In the recent strike of borax workers, scabs were brought in
by helicopter and given police protection."
Titled officers at the meeting, in
addition to Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Harris
and Mrs. Whitney, included Federated Auxiliaries secretary Norma
Wyatt; treasurer Gladyse Hoover;
Oregon vice-president Veva Phillips;
Washington vice-president Nettie
Craycraft; and Southern California
vice-president Gertrude Brastad.
Also participating were board
members from Portland and North
Bend, Ore.; Seattle, Aberdeen, Olympia, Everett and Longview, Wash.;
San Francisco, Oakland, Wilmington, Boron and Stockton, Calif.
Alice Soames, Canadian vice-president, represented the Federation's
five affiliates in British Columbia.
The International Union was represented by Eddie Holland, President
of Local 54.
Following his report, the women
voted to concur in the union's policy
statement on the 1968 elections.

In other actions, the auxiliary
board recommended:
• Updating the presidential election process, to provide for national
presidential primaries and elimination of the electoral college. (Two of
the Pacific Coast states already have
such primaries.)
• Support for the position of UN
Secretary-General U Thant, Senator
Edward Kennedy and former Ambassador to the UN Arthur Goldberg
on de-escalating the war in Vietnam
and a halt to all US bombing of the
North.

persons sprayed with mace should
have their eyes treated at once.
• All-out effort for peace-orientated candidates.
The meeting expressed awareness
of the "growing concern among
women for our young men who feel
they must emigrate to other countries to avoid the draft or who are
imprisoned as draft resisters." The
resolution drew a "parallel between
the young men and their great
grandfathers"—who came to this
country to escape forced service in
the armies of the Kaiser or the Czar.

Young offenders in San Joaquin
county are given "citations" for first
offenses instead of being sent to jail
to meet hardened criminals, according to Canlis. He also noted that serious as the drug problem is among
youth, alcohol (among all age
groups) is a bigger problem still.
There are 800,000 alcoholics in California, he asserted.
A highlight of the session was the
gift of $100 by the Stockton Auxiliary
to the Ad Hoc Committee organized
to help the state's Indian youth
raise their living standards through
job training and education.
INDIAN AGENT
The presentation was made to
guest speaker Larry Vallo, special
Indian agent for the California department of employment, following
his talk on problems of the Indian
minority.
• The women voted to extend honorary membership to Mrs. Martin
Luther King. The award will be made
at the Federation's 1969 convention.

ILWU Federated Auxiliaries executive board in session last month at Stockton.
Photo by Dick Phillips

• Senate ratification of the treaty
to ban the spread of nuclear weapons.
• Government recognition of the
1925 Geneva protocol prohibiting the
use of chemical and biological warfare; and legislation "outlawing the
use of mace and similar substances
In the control of so-called civil disorders in the United States." This
resolution quoted the Food & Drug
Commission as indicating mace is
harmful to the vision and stating

A log export ban measure (Initiative 32) headed for the ballot in
Washington state came in for sharp
criticism.
Guest speakers included Sheriff
Mike Canlis, whose talk on factors
in juvenile delinquency and drug addiction featured a noon luncheon
hosted by Auxiliary 7.
He was a switch from the image of
lawmen created by club-swinging
cops in Chicago, Delano and other
areas.

Local 19 Member Makes a
Pleasant Trip to ILA Land
SEATTLE—Local 19 longshoreman and down with scarcely any pause,
Hans "Pat" Patrick was "pleasantly van parking made simple by a spesurprised" at the reception he re- cially rigged front stand which is
ceived from ILA longshoremen dur- picked up by the tractor when it
ing a recent vacation trip to New hooks onto the van and left when
York.
the van is parked.
"I'd always been led to believe
A bull driver himself, Pat was inILWU men were not welcome there," terested in the giant straddle trucks,
he said, "but I found that was not several with a six-van capacity taktrue. Visitors have a hard time get- ing three wide and two high in one
ting on the docks but once I got on load and one with a nine-van capacand told them who I was it was just itl, three high and three wide. He
like walking on a dock around here. said the drivers back there agreed
Same kind of guys doing the same with him these giants were too big,
kind of work faced with the same slow and cumbersome, a single van
kind of problems. Real friendly they truck going two high being far
were. They kept telling me I be- faster and more mobile.
longed to 'a damned good outfit
A big Swede with a combination
with real good leadership.'"
crane and roll-on-roll-off operation
Pat made it clear he only visited made her maiden call at the port
one section of the New York water- while Pat was there.
front, the Stapleton area on Staten
He noted the manning scale on
Island which is strictly a van oper- van operations
was much larger
ation. He described the steady than ours in the ILWU.
stream of trucks coming and going
Two deck, eight stevedores and
over docks he felt were "obsolete"
four sling men. On one manual
compared with Seattle van docks.
The big vanship Ponce De Leon hook-on job he watched four men
"Scared the hell out of me. It looks lifted to the top of a van by a bull,
like a football field, just too big to one man to each corner to hook up.
"We know we can't keep this manbe real."
ning," they told Pat. "Next contract
ROLL-OFF WORRIES
they are going to cut us down. We
Longshoremen told him they were know it is coming."
more scared of this roll-on-roll-off
The ferry ride between Staten Is/
2 miles.
operation than any other because it land and Manhattan is 71
was so much faster and used far "You know what it costs?" asks Pat
fewer men. Ramps lead from the in awe."One lousy nickel. Five cents,
dock to the ship and trucks race up man!"

At the same time contributions to
the Harry Bridges Research Library
fund will be presented to the International Union.
The money originally was intended for a Harry Bridges Memorial
scholarship fund, but feasibility
studies by a convention interim committee underlined difficulties that
would be encountered in making
scholarship awards.
Auxiliary 41 at Boron—which was
too busy "serving coffee, sandwiches
and pastry to our men on the picket
line" to hold meetings in May and
June—reported the largest membership gain.

Wilmington Longshore
Local Elects Officers
WILMINGTON — John Godfrey
was re-elected secretary-treasurer of
Longshore Local 13 in an election
held last month. Other incumbents
re-elected were welfare officer Bruce
Kreiger and night business agent
Art Almeida.
Martin Lopez was chosen as trustee. Day dispatchers are Frank Aguilar, Israel Muller, Richard Monje and
Hank Flores. Night dispatcher is
Herman Moreno; record clerk, Mike
Karmelich; district council delegates, Hank Flores, John Alexander,
L. L. (Chick) Loveridge, Charles
Chantland, Nate DiBiasi, Richard
Dukie, John Janisse, Sr., Dave Short,
Leonard Perkins and Lou Arian.
Caucus delegates are John Mahon,
Richard Ho, L. L. Loveridge, Rudy
Rubio, Chuck Brady, Art Jacobson,
Richard Casanova, Lou Loveridge,
Pat Leonard and Hank Flores.
A constitutional change was approved allowing the local to pay the
entire $750 death benefit to the
beneficiary of the deceased instead
of $600 to the beneficiary and $150
to the funeral home.

Teamsters End Boycott
Of Hollywood Candy
WASHINGTON, DC—The Teamster union's boycott of Hollywood
Candy Company products has been
cancelled. That company has agreed
to recognize the IBT as bargaining
representative at its Centralia, Illinois, plant, according to Frank E.
Fitzsimmons, general vice president
of the union.
"It was through the wholehearted
cooperation and generous support
received from all quarters of organized labor that this effort has resulted in victory," Fitzsimmons wrote
to ILWU president Harry Bridges.
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George Wallace Labor Hating Racist
HO'S FOR GEORGE WALLACE any amount is retrogressive and hits
to be President of the United hardest at the wage earner and the
poor, whether black or white.
States?
In short, Wallace's Alabama is a
For sure are included Birchites, racists, advocates of so-called "right- low wage right-to-work state. Workto-work" laws, anti-intellectuals, en- ers there earn a lot less than do
emies of education, head-busting workers in most states.
Says The Machinist of September
cops.
Also a lot of working men who 26: "Trade union members outside
Alabama are being warned that
ought to know better.
Any man: or woman who sweats George Wallace's election to the
for a living and votes for an anti- Presidency could cost them $1,000
labor, war-mongering racist like a year. If Wallace becomes PresiWallace is finking on his famly, his dent, how sympathetic could you exfellow workers and himself.
pect him to be to demands for higher
Harsh words? The record bears wages?"
them out.
'A HIGH PRICE'
Wallace makes a big fuss about
Rank and file union members in
"law and order." He does not mean Wallace's state have formed an orobedience to law. He means dissen- ganization called Alabama Unionists
ters and even peaceful protesters for the Truth about Wallace. "Our
should have their heads busted by message is this," they say:
free swinging cops, such as those
"George Wallace fooled Alabama.
under Bull Connor in Birmingham, For six years he kept the race issue
Ala., when Wallace was governor of up front so no one would notice
the state.
what was going on in back. The state
Could he take the Presidential stood still, and its people suffered.
oath to uphold and defend the con"Don't make the mistake we made
stitution of the United States? Cer- in Alabama. Don't be so taken in by
tainly not with honesty. He has con- Wallace's appeals to prejudice that
sistently and flagrantly violated the you forget your own pocketbook.
14th Amendment to the constitution
"We did, and we've been paying
in that he has not in his state af- for it ever since. Believe us, it's a
forded to all citizens equal protec- high price to pay."
tion of the laws. He upholds one
They summarize his record on lalaw for the rich, another for the bor issues this way:
poor and a third one for people of
• In 1965, he gutted an unemblack skin.
ployment compensation bill.
BOTH SIDES OF HIS MOUTH
• He kept Alabama's so-called
Wallace and his supporters are "right to work" law on the books.
• Union membership in Alabama
still defying the law. For example,
members of the United Steel Work- declined during his term of office.
• On labor bills in the state legisers of America are on strike at the
Bush Hog Division of Allied Products lature, Wallace worked behind the
at Selma, Ala. The firm refused to scenes to slant them in favor of cerenter into collective bargaining even tain special-interest groups opposed
though the workers won an NLRB to unions and their members.
election and certification.
• His legislative lieutenants in
The company is importing strike- many cases have been outspokenly
breakers to shut out the union mem- anti-union. One warned Teachers
bers. Vice president of Bush Hog is Union members he would do everyEarl Goodwin, co-chairman of the thing he could to have them fired
national Wallace fund-raising cam- should they strike.
paign.
Also:
Under Wallace, Alabama has
• Wallace's Alabama ranks 48th
achieved the highest sales tax in the among the states in per capita ancountry — 6 cents out of every dol- nual income and is $900 below the
lar, even for food. A sales tax of average for the nation.
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• Average unemployment compensation rose from $32 to $38 during Wallace's tenure as Governor.
Only seven states pay less.
• Wallace's Alabama is one of 16
states without any effective minimum wage law.
• Alabama ranks 49th among the
states in welfare payments to dependent children.

• Only nine states pay lower
maximum weekly benefits for disability under workmen's compensation.
Finally, a good measure of the
mental quality of Wallace is his
choice of a running mate for Vice
President — retired General Curtis
Lemay who thinks the way to peace
in Vietnam is to "bomb them back
to the Stone Age."

Southern Exposure

WALLACE'S
ALABAMA
48th in per capita
income
48th in per pupil
expenditures

WALLACE stood like Horatio at the bridge to defy the laws and the courts
which ordered integration of the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa. Here
he tells US Deputy Attorney General Katzenback that law or no law, courts or
no courts, he will not allow a black person to enter the university. Federal troops
had to force the issue.

What Kind of a 'Friend' is Wallace?

Low child labor
standards
Highest murder rate
High illiteracy
Low wages

uwo
CARTtoic

George Wallace calls himself the working man's "friend."
Birmingham wages show what kind of a "friend" of the working
man George Wallace really is.
But Birmingham wages are only part of the George Wallace
record.
He has loaded Alabama's tax structure against the working
man and in favor of the rich and well-to-do, and the corporations.
He has denied the working man any real improvement in unemployment compensation laws, workmen's compensation laws.
He draws his financial support from some of the biggest union haters in the country.
He has kept Alabama's educational system among the poorest
in the nation.
George Wallace has lied to the working man, cheated the
working man, and double crossed the working man.
Some "friend."

-0P
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Overseas Report Part II

Romania
Second of two parts.
In our last issue, the overseas delegation to Romania described their visit to Bucharest and the
port of Galati. As the story continues, they are
winding up their tour of Galati.

THE

NEXT DAY we visited the port facilities
which were mainly concerned with export
of lumber. They had a special problem of low
water at this time of year and every conceivable
type of structure was rigged to allow them to
continue with the loading operations.
The operation we witnessed was a stem to
stern loading of lumber with every piece handstowed. A gang consisted of 17 men,including the
gantry operator. They were in the upper tween
deck square and the load of lumber would come
swinging in, after being made-up by hand at a
central stock pile according to grade and size.
It was then hauled a long distance via tractor,
arrived at the hook, where a clerk tallied each
load with a crayon, marking each individual
piece of lumber.

Conditions, Yesterday and Today

vio

.7t

Waiting for the next loads we were able to
talk to the dock stewards and the men in the
gang, most of whom were on the older side. We
must say we never saw a more relaxed group of
stevedores. No records were obviously being set
by this particular operation due to its apparent
obsolescence and there were no walking bosses
tearing out their hair.
Our talk revolved around comparisons of working conditions of yesterday and today. To them
there was no comparison. It was like talking to a
San Francisco longshoreman of conditions prior
to 1934 and today. There was very little work,
kickbacks, brutalization of the men and general
illiteracy. They looked forward to still further
improvements but felt that generally it would
be their children who would reap the full benefits as the country grew. It was becoming evident to us that longshoremen all over the world
had very much in common.
We left Galati and headed for the Black Sea
port of Constanza, Romania's largest. We had to
make several ferry crossings over the Danube
and we came into contact with the crew of one
in particular. They were eager to know who we
were and on finding out at first did not seem
too friendly.
But after discussion describing our union, its
make-up, its role and especially its position with
regard to Vietnam they warmed up tremendously, so much so that they put us aboard and
gave us a private crossing of the river.
We relate this to show the evident good will
on the part of the Romanians and the probability
of greatly increased relations on all levels if we
could end the current bloodbath.
Our first sight of the Black Sea was at the
town of Mamaia. A skyline of hotels with beautiful beaches, cabanas, sunlight and flesh recall Miami Beach. It is part of Romania's attempt to lure tourists, mainly from the West,
to the Sodom and Gomorrah of the socialist
world. Night clubs offering a variety of entertainment compete with musical reviews, gambling casinos and dance clubs.
Everything is done to make the half million
tourists from the West feel at home. In return
Romania latches on to hard currency that helps
it to offset an adverse trade balance it has with
West Germany. Widespread tourism also helps
to dispel the image of a police state that is Romania's legacy of the last decades.

Luxury yacht which formerly belonged to King
Michael is now tied up at Port of Galati, used as
resort hotel.

By JOHN RUYMAKER
Local 34, San Francisco

JEAN SAMPAIO
Local 142, Hawaii

BRUNO DUCA
Local 6, Crockett

Our arrival in Constanza, Romania's largest
port, took place over the week-end and we were
able to observe people at their leisure. All the
world enjoys Saturday night and the Romanians are no exception. The downtown streets of
the old quarter of town are literally packed with
people taking the night air. They spill over into
the streets, -stop all motor traffic and take over
the area. The nightclubs, dance halls and restaurants are packed. They echo to the latest hits
from all over along with their own national music. The dance steps are the latest and it seemed
to us that some of the best Chicago jazz we have
ever heard was at one of these clubs.
On Sunday we visited the old section of town
and found ourselves amid the sabbath worshippers. We attended services at several different
churches and found them packed, mostly by the
tourists and sightseers, who spilled over from
Mamaia. We were deeply impressed by the architecture and paintings of the churches. Some of
them, having fallen into a state of disrepair
and disuse, were being restored by the government because of their exceptional historic and
esthetic values.

We were told that the training and the payment of wages to the priesthood was at government expense. From our observations the right
to religious expression and worship could not be
doubted. Mosques within the city reflected the
former Turkish occupation of this area, and on
the steps below the city wall we visited the museum that has been established around the recently unearthed ruins of the original Roman

Constanza on Black Sea Coast is largest port.
docks. Longshoring goes a long way back in Constanza.
Our visit to the port the next day gave us a
chance to experience some of the benefits of
which we have spoken. "Tourista" caught up
with one of the members of our delegation and
we thus had a chance to visit the local medical
clinic in the port section. After a studied diagnosis was made, antibiotics and a strict regime
as regards food and activity was prescribed. The
doctor and patient parted the best of friends.
Out on the sea wall a bit later we stand under
a gigantic French-built railroad crane that is
dropping cement tripods in 60 feet of water;
trucks are continuously dumping sand and
gravel as they work their way out far beyond
the present limits of the harbor. Once more demands of growth require expansion. New berths,
new piers are coming into being. Constanza,
unlike Galati, is a port complex.
Its varied operations require many skills, yet
all belonged to one union: cranemen, millhands,
carpenters, weighers, truck drivers and longshoremen call the shots together. We met the
trade union president of the port local and once
more the accent was on youth. Practically every
union president we met was a young man. He
was very interested in conditions in the United
States and wanted to know how we were coping
with the impact of mechanization.
None of the union leaders we met had any
aura of pie-cardism. Their commitment as leaders was immediately apparent. However, along
with their concern with the protection of the
basic rights of the men they represented there
was always deep concern over the problems of
productivity and the rationalizing of the work
process.
Later the director of the port told us of its

Dramatic view of the busy port of Constanza.
future. Modernization, increased trade and additional workers are in the plans. To our surprise we learn that the port director is a member of the Romanian National Assembly and
that he was nominated by the workers of the
port local to run from that district. It is not
necessary to be a member of the Communist
Party to be elected to the National Assembly.

Liberalization Process
The process of liberalization that Romania is
undergoing is of recent vintage and has been
a long time coming. Its path has been a tortuous one. Our last stop in Romania was a visit
to Doftana, which was a political prison during
the 20's and 30's. Today it is a national museum
visited not only by Romanians but by people
from all over the world. The dungeons and cells
that held the post-war and present day leaders
of the government are now open for all to gaze at.
The jails of mankind have never shown much
imagination. The same dirty dark cubicles, along
with all the instruments are there to behold. It
is as if the sadists and torturers haven't had an
original idea through the centuries. One is left
with a sense of horror of man's social institutions and history and then a sense of pride for
those who prevailed. The present premier Nicolae Ceausescu was twenty-two when he languished in this prison.
The fallout of the cold-war affected Romania
adversely. That ever-present figure the "political
prisoner" was recreated once more to satisfy
mankind's hunger for "justice." We were told
that at one time there were over 80,000 such
detainees. The fact that they told us this without hesitation was a good measure of a healthy
new attitude. The death of Stalin, the emergence of Khrushchev and the resultant lessening of tensions created the possibilities for the
growth of democratic reforms.
These reforms have emptied the prisons once
more and have resulted in the enactment of
laws and safeguards to prevent the recurrence
of such events. For example there has been
enacted a law separating state security functions and public security functions. This duality
has been ended. There is hope and belief that
this activity is now a thing of the past.
Romania's adoption of policies at variance
with the Soviet Union began in 1963 over a question of economics. Restrictions of the country's
planned industrial development was projected
at a meeting in Moscow. Reacting to this, the
Romanian Communist Party issued a communique attesting its right to attain its economic
goals without external pressures.
Since this policy has been laid down the differences have been many. This includes neutrality in the Sino-Soviet dispute, a difference of
opinion over the Arab-Israeli dispute, a condemnation of the Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia.
Internally they have opened windows to the
outside world. Western journalists, books, plays
and tourists have become common. Trade relations and contacts with over a hundred countries make Romania unique amongst the socialist countries. Her evolution to this position has
been at a slow but steady pace. Premier Ceausescu's ability to maneuver is limited to objective conditions, and recent actions by the Soviet
Union can only have had a chilling effect in
Romania.
However, Romania's 20 million inhabitants
have fixed their wagon to a star. Their star is
socialism, but a brand that is unique to them
and for which they exude the greatest confidence. That they will stand steadfast in the
defense of their course we have no doubt.

October 11, 1968

LA Local 26
Has Weekend
Bull Session
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BIG SHOTS AND LITTLE FISHES
goe-

By rha

LOS ANGELES — ILWU Local 26
OF THE best known anglers
warehousemen held their first weekend workshop September 14 and O of Crane Prairie Reservoir,
evoked lively discussion on issues home of the giant Kamloops trout
in central Oregon, is Tony Whitney
affecting the union.
Meeting at the Olympian Motor of Stockton, Calif., a member of
Motel, participants came from Longshore Local 54. When Tony and
Thrifty and Brunswig Drug, William his wife Jeannette first hit that imVolker, Studio Girl, Mutual Plastic, poundment some years ago, they
Great Lakes Carbon, Export Packers, found that the lunker rainbow Kamloops therein were partial to surfaceL. A. Drug, and Henry Company.
,trolled flies.
Also taking part were ILWU ReTony, a fly tier of nationwide regional Director Bill Piercy and staff,
pute, devised some gaudy streamer
a guest from Longshore Local 13,
patterns on the spot and after provLocal 26 President George Lee and
ing to his satisfaction they could
Business Agents Frank Lopez and Hy
take fish, he passed some along to
Orkin. Vice President Joe Ibarra
his neighbor-campers along the lake
moderated.
shore.
Ibarra summed up the session by
I thought about the Whitneys
expressing gratitude to the particiwhen I talked with two of their good
pants for giving up part of their
friends in Tigard, Ore., Mr. and Mrs.
weekend. He said notes of the workWilliam Cundiff. They had just reshop would be evaluated by the Loturned home from fish-lush Crane
cal and the International research
Prairie with limits of Kamloops, all
director, and the evaluation reduced
taken on the Whitney flies.
to a written report to be shared by
Here, in line with this, are pics
all segments of the Local.
which graphically demonstrate the
aforementioned subject.

brother Anthony, age 7, with a 31
/
2lb. carp he eased from the San
Joaquin River on March 5, this year.
Ted says it was brother Tony's first
fish and he's been an avid fisherlad
ever since.
Here's a plc of Judith Stranahan,
age 13, daughter of J. K. Stranahan,
a member of Local 40, Portland, with
a salmon she caught from the Pacific briny out of Coos Bay, Ore. The
chrome-bright Chinook tipped the
scales at 151/2 pounds and measured
33 inches from nose to tail.

war

A Sordid Story

SAN FRANCISCO—If you hear a
head clerk muttering about "college
boys," it might be the one who had
this experience.
A sorting clerk forgot to chalk up
a whole section full of cargo after it
had been sorted. A student permit
man was nearby, so the head clerk
handed him a piece of chalk and
told him to mark SORTED on every
pallet in the section.
"Write what?"
"Sorted, sorted — what do you
think?"
The young man shrugged his
shoulders, looked around hopelessly, then went to work chalking in
big letters on every pallet load the
word SORDID.

Local 26 members went right ahead
with bull session during coffee breaks.

Election Notices
Local 31, Bandon, Oregon
Local 31, ILWU, Bandon, Oregon,
will hold its election Dec. 5, 1968, to
fill the offices of president, vice
president, secretary-treasurer, dispatcher and labor relations committee. Nominations will be made Nov.
7 and Dec. 5, 1968. Polling will be between the hours of 8 p.m. and 10:30
p.m. at City Hall, Bandon, Oregon.

Local 49, Crescent City, Calif.
Local 49, ILWU, Crescent City,
Calif., will hold its election Dec. 11,
1968 to fill the offices of president,
vice president, secretary-treasurer,
recording secretary and 2 members
of the executive board. Nominations
will be made Nov. 13, 1968. Polling
will be between the hours of 7 p.m.
and 9 p.m. at Arcade Bldg., Gold
Beach, Oregon.

Local 54, Stockton
Local 54, ILWU, Stockton, Calif.,
will hold its election November 21,
1968, and run-off election (if necessary) November 27, 1968, to fill the
offices of president, vice president,
secretary-treasurer, night and relief
dispatcher, all committees and nine
members of the executive board.
Nominations will be made from November 4, 1968, through noon, November 16, 1968. Polling will be between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. at 22 North Union Street,
Stockton, Calif.

*

*

ILWU members—in good standing
—and the members of their family—
can earn a pair of the illustrated
KROCODILE fishing lures. All that's
necessary is a clear snapshot of a

Tony Whitney

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List
SAN FRANCISCO—Following is
the October 1968 list of dockworkers retired under various ILWUPMA plans:
Local 7: Kenneth McLeod; Local 8: Vincent Kuzmanich, Frederic Marracci, Clarence L. Miller;
Local 10: Eugene Bailey, Steve J.
Bajza, Tony Bura, Leon Edwards,
Leandro Gaytan, Andrew Gianni,
Willie McDonald, Lawrence Mignacco, Otto Noble, Joseph Ravare,
Benjamin Roy, Thomas Spencer,
Jr.; Local 12: Verne Boerner, Sr.
Local 13: Luigi Fasani, Manuel
Horta, Ross Kearney, Peter O'Keefe, Clarence Phillipi, Maynard
Swaffar, Ygnacio Tudela; Local
19: Charles Black, Sr., Theodore
Jackson, George F. Vaughan; Local 21: Malcolm N. Cope, Lamont
Ferguson, Charles J. Lyon, Leroy
P. Smith.
Local 23: Lester E. Clemensen,
Lionel Giroux, Frank J. Tailleur;
Local 34: Harold F. Stroh; Local
63: Morgan F. Threadgill, Walter
J. Wager; Local 94: Leslie Kennedy; Local 98: Fred W. Thompson.
The Widows are: Kathryn P.
Adams, Areline K. Alderin, Maggie
T. Apodaca, Doris Checchi, Anna
DalPoggetto, Ora Fraser, Mila
Gacina, Olivia Harris, Frances
Hughes, Nannie Koski, Teresa McKay, Edna Murphy, Carmelita
Newman, Jean M. Ostrus, Irene
Perrins, Rose Schmidt, Lydia
Schwandt, Ruth Soeteber, Lois
Strevel.

*

fishing or hunting scene and a few
words as to what the photo is about.
Send it to:
Fred Goetz, Dept. TD
Box 508
Portland, Oregon 97207
Please mention your local number
and zip code. Of course, retired members are eligible.

Cop Cries 'Red'; ILWU
Man Asks $100,000

Connie Cundiff

BORON — LaVerne Cummins,
ILWU Local 30 member, has filed a
claim for $100,000 with the Kern
County Board of Supervisors, alleging that he was slandered by a deputy sheriff during the 57-day strike
against the Borax Company last
summer.
Cummins charges that Sheriff's
Sergeant Ron McNearney, before
fellow union members and pickets,
called him a "card-carrying Communist."
Cummins said he asked McNearney where he got such information
and was told "from the FBI in Bakersfield."
Sergeant McNearney has denied
the charge. Sheriff Charles Dodge,
named as co-defendant, said that he
issued a memorandum to all deputies assigned to the strike commending them for "poise, coolheadedness and officer-like conduct."

John Royal Named
US Fish Advisor

Ted Bueno of San Jose, son of
Felipe Bueno, a member of Local 11,
sends in the above photograph of his

SAN PEDRO—John J. Royal, secretary-treasurer of ILWU Local 33
(fishermen), has accepted appointment to the 20-member American
Fisheries Advisory Committee by
the US Secretary of the Interior.
The appointment runs to June 30,
1969, and may be renewed for a year.
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Congress Record Shows
Need to Elect Friends
By Al Lannon, Jr.
Washington Representative

TRAINING to be better clerks are Thomas Wimbish and Phillip Gravet, Local
63 "B" men, as Training Director 0. W. Uhrham points out a page in the manual.
Taking the course with them are 38 other "B" men. The program is sponsored
jointly by ILWU and PMA.

'B' Clerks in LA Harbor
Take ILWU-PMA Training
LONG BEACH—Forty "B" men
working with ILWU Marine Clerks
Local 63 have embarked on an
ILWU-PMA training program which
will be completed in three weeks.
After the theoretical instructions,
the "B" men will be given an examination to indicate whether the instructions have been effective. Following the week-long class of instructions, the men who have no
previous experience of actual work
will be dispatched to various terminals, where they will work under
the guidance of regular "key-men"
and pick up practical experience.

The two ILWU - PMA instructors
are 0. W. Uhrhan, training director,
and Lee Balderson, assistant training director.
Local 63's key men to assist
and follow up the classes are Phil
Thompson, Jack Rusk, Rudy Azpeitia and Dave Crockett. They have
been hall men, and are familiar with
the various systems of the terminals
in Los Angeles-Long Beach harbors;
systems which differ from one terminal to another.
Similar training classes have been
conducted in Portland.

Pensioners' Resolutions
Texts of resolutions adopted by
the founding convention of the Pacific Coast Pensioners Association
reached the office of The Dispatcher
after our issue of September 27 had
gone to press with the convention
story.
Among the resolutions was one
condemning the Vietnam war as
"the most barbarous of modern
times." It called for an end to bombing of North Vietnam, a reduction
in the scale of military operations,
and peace negotiations.
"We believe it is our duty to speak
out against this war, and we must
persuade the labor movement to get
into the fight for peace," the pensioners concluded.
A resolution on Medicare called for
"an effort to have Part B of Medicare augmented and amended to
cover dental services (including den-

Vice President J. R. Robertson is on
vacation. His column will be resumed
upon his return.

tures), eye examination and the
purchase of eyeglasses, ear examination and the purchase of hearing
aids, the purchase of all necessary
medicines and drugs prescribed by
a physician and the cost of blood
transfusions. . . ."
Leo Miller of Wilmington, who
was elected PCPA coordinator, wrote
to all locals after the convention:
"It is our intent to be of service to
our active working brothers of the
ILWU, and to support them always
to the very best of our ability ... to
be on the alert to fight such things
as 'right-to-work laws' or other detrimental labor legislation."
"At our convention," Miller added,
"we passed unanimously resolutions
on pension parity, a pensioner trustee on the ILWU-PMA Pensioner
Fund Trustee Board, a 'cost-of-living
escalation clause' in pensions and
Social Security, liberalization of veterans' pensions, improved Medicare
and many others. . . ."
The convention resolved that
"pensioners voting in local elections
or voting as delegates at caucuses
and conventions should be honorbound to abstain from voting on
matters pertaining solely to the active working membership of the union."

WASHINGTON,DC—"What is won
at the bargaining table can be lost
in the legislature" has long been a
watchword of ILWU, and the 90th
Congress, now in its final hours, is a
case in point. If anyone had doubts
about the importance of political activity, those doubts should be laid to
rest.
The past two years have seen a
Democratic congress led by a Democratic administration, and should
have been expected to produce some
vitally-needed legislation for labor,
yet no pro-labor bills of any significance survived.
Looking back at the 90th Congress,
it becomes clear that a bi-partisan
coalition joined hands to:
• Raise income taxes while refusing to plug corporation tax loopholes;
• Limit log exports at the expense
of ILWU jobs and the US balance of
payments;
• Kill the Occupational Health &
Safety Act, as well as bills concerning mine and construction safety;
• Kill benefit increases under the
Longshoremen's and Harbor Workers' Compensation Act;
• Deny collective bargaining
rights under federal law to farm
workers;
• Cut funds for social programs
while spending freely for war;
• Pass, with some hysteria, an
"anti-crime" bill with police-state
provisions in it;
• Deny confirmation of Justice
Abe Fortas as Chief Justice because
of pro-labor, civil liberties and civil
rights decisions he concurred in:
• Pass, after a lengthy filibuster,
an open housing law and then refuse to come up with the money to
implement its provisions;
• Refuse to trim over $10 billion
of "fat" from the defense budget,
while severely reducing funds for
rent supplements and urban renewal.
ON THE PLUS SIDE
Consumer protection took a great
step forward when the "truth-inlending" bill was adopted after eight
years of struggle. An omnibus housing act was approved, which if properly funded could begin to seriously
tackle the problems of slums. The
fishermen's protective act was signed
into law, a long-sought step towards
reducing the number of illegal seizures of US fishing vessels by South
American naval forces.
Monday holidays, guaranteeing at
least four 3-day weekends per year,
will go into effect in 1971. Food
stamps will, after much argument,
be available for students and strikers.
Several conservation measures
made it through the legislative catacombs; the California Redwoods
Park, Scenic Trail system, Wild Rivers, and North Cascades National
Park, among others.
Also to be counted on the plus side
were the bottling up of "labor court,"
"internal security," import quota
and other dangerous legislation, although the forces behind the measures are ready to move the moment
the 91st Congress convenes in January.
HYSTERICAL ATTACKS
Mark Twain said: "It could probably be shown by facts and figures
that there is no distinctly native
American criminal class . . . except
Congress."
The 90th Congress saw hour-afterhour condemnation of the poor people's campaign, and no real action to
meet the needs of America's 30 million poor. It saw hysterical attacks
on the brave few who challenged the

wiretapping and anti-rights sections
of the Crime bill.
It saw a majority of the House of
Representatives authoring protectionist import quota legislation, an
attack on the free trade policies of
the past 30 years. It saw those in
Congress who defended dissent
branded as near-traitors.
It saw compromise pushed to the
limits of reason when it demanded
that all parties agree on safety and
on longshore compensation, or there
would be no bill passed. The cost of
labor joining together with the National Association of Manufacturers,
the AMA and the insurance companies was far too high for reasonable compromise.
It saw legislation passed with fancy titles and weak provisions, such
as the bill "to permit employer contributions to j oint labor-management trust funds established to provide scholarships for employees and
their dependents, and to provide
child care centers for pre-school and
school-age dependents of employees." Included in the final bill was
language specifying that no employer could be required to bargain
on such items.
NITTY-GRITTY
When it came down to the nittygritty of putting small-d democratic
principles ahead of political expediency, only a few dozen representatives and senators of either party
could be depended on to stand and
be counted.
It will take a lot of hard work between now and election day to prevent an indecisive, conservativeleaning 90th Congress from turning
into an outright anti-labor, antipeople 91st Congress. "It's time for a
change," is what the voters seem to
be saying in the polls, but it ought
to be a change for the better—which
means supporting and electing those
who have proved themselves as the
genuine champions of the "forgotten
American."
A serious blow to the ILWU came
on September 9 when house and
senate conferees agreed on an
amendment to the foreign aid bill
limiting log exports from the west,
the source of many ILWU jobs. While
the Senate "club" held firm for restrictions, the House conferees held
out against restrictions until virtually the last minute.
The key to the house acceptance
of the rider was simply that the administration, divided over the issue,
caved in when the senate conferees
threatened to kill the entire aid bill.
The administration wanted that bill;
the log export restrictions were the
price they reluctantly agreed to pay.
The lumber lobby, armed with this
success, is now throwing its muscle
behind Initiative 32 in Washington
to restrict exports of state-owned
logs, and may seek to move against
private log exports as well.
SAFETY
Longshore safety moved a step
forward as the Bureau of Labor
Standards amended federal regulations to provide for inspection and
certification of shore-based cranes
and other handling devices; the new
rules will be effective, February, '70.
ILWU testified on October 3 in
support of other safety changes concerning hazardous cargo, container
cranes, ladders and hatch covers,
wire ropes, overhead guards on fork
lifts, container weight markings,
ventilation and first aid stations.
Copies of the proposals can be obtained from local Bureau of Labor
Statistics offices; they appeared in
the Federal Register of August 6,
1968, under the title: Safety and
Health Regulations for Longshoring;
Gear Certification.

