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SAN FRANCISCO —ILWU's Coast
Labor Relations Committee has
called a caucus for October 21, to
meet at International union headquarters here.
Principal, subject on the agenda
will be union jurisdiction over all
work performed at container freight
stations. Another item under discussion will be an increase in the
pensions of retired members and
widows now receiving the $165-permonth rate.
The caucus call, signed by International president Harry Bridges,
sets forth the Coast Committee's
reason for calling the caucus as follows:
"(1) It (the Coast Committee)
has served notice on PMA that all
work performed at container freight
stations—that is, stuffing and unstuffing containers at a dock or terminal—is longshore work, and must
be done by members of the longshore
work force—if not under the PCLA,
then under appropriate terminal
agreements.
"(2) If proper arrangements are
not worked out between ILWU and
PMA for its members for contracts
covering such work, we will not
handle containers off and on ships.
"(3) We have had informal discussions with Matson Terminals,
with representatives of PMA sitting
in, to discover what Matson means CALIFORNIA COUNCILS met jointly in Los Angeles last • NOT to endorse any presidential candidate or any political
by "appropriate" or "competitive" week to talk political action and make some important de- party. But they also urged every local and area to put all
contracts for container freight sta- cisions. If took a full day of debate and everyone had his their steam behind pro-labor candidates for US Senate,
tion work.
chance to express an opinion—and the joint ILWU Southern Congress, state and local offices. Seen here is just a small
MATSON POSITION
and Northern California Councils decided by a close vote part of the large group attending the joint parley.
"Matson Terminals, in outlining
its position, has stated:
"(a) It will not agree that the
longshore, clerk or bosses' contracts
cover the work; and
"(b) That any terminal contracts
must be different from the coastwise
ILWU-PMA contract—that is, no 6hour day, all steady men, one basic
LOS ANGELES — After close delegates to make no commitment on to-work" legislation. DiBiasi was
—Continued on Page 6
particularly concerned with the
to seven hours of continuous de- the President.
danger of a takeover by the far right
bate, delegates at the joint meetDON'T SPLIT UNION
in this country.
ing of the ILWU Northern and
A number of delegates, speaking
FOR AND AGAINST
Southern California District for or against the resolution, neverThe
essential
arguments for and
theless emphasized again and again
Councils voted to take no action that
against
the
"no
action"
policy statecandidates,
no
elecpolitical
on the national presidential race tion, no
no political party should be ment on the presidential race can
and not to endorse any political permitted in any way to create divi- be outlined as follows:
• An endorsement would split the
party.
sions and internal tensions within
membership and would not help
The all-day meeting, Saturday, the union.
September 21, at the International
On this level at least there was elect those candidates whom we seLOS ANGELES—ILWU officers at Hotel here, backed up the recent unanimous agreement that the riously and enthusiastically support,
longshore Local 13 here and at In- recommendation of the ILWU In- strength and unity of the union is but would actually injure them.
ternational headquarters in San ternational Executive Board which more important than any political Nothing should be done to "turn off"
Francisco hailed a great victory for took no action on any presidential hassle.
a large number of voters to whom
trade union solidarity in the decis- candidate but emphatically called
the union appeals.
The motion to adopt the Executive
ion of the National Labor Relations for all-out campaigns to elect friends
• Those in favor of supporting
Board position of no action was inBoard in Washington that strikers of the ILWU and the labor movetroduced by Mike Johnson of Local Humphrey (no one had a kind word
and those unemployed because of ment to the US Senate and Con—Continued on Page 8
34, secretary-treasurer of the Northstrikes can be given longshore work. gress, and to state and local offices.
ern California District Council.
The NLRB reversed a local examThe importance of such a drive
Carl Smith, Local 10 secretaryiner's recommendation against Local
for
an
action
to
elect
program
treasurer,
led off the opposition to
13 and the PMA that charged disBull Session
friends of labor to federal, state and the statement and urged endorseworkers
in
crimination against casual
local offices was reinforced by re- ment of Hubert Humphrey. Robert
Set for Oregon
favor of men on strike in other inports from the ILWU Washington Rohatch of Local 10, vice-president
dustries. If upheld, the local NLRB's
A weekend workshop for Oreoffice that unions face the danger of the Northern California District
decision could have cost the union
of one of the most reactionary, anti- Council, urged no action on the presgon
and Columbia River ILWU
as much as $1.5 million dollars to
labor congresses in this nation's his- idency but rather a full expose of
members has been scheduled for
reimburse casuals for so-called loss
tory.
George Wallace and all other bigots
of earnings.
November 9 and 10. The bull sesThe International Executive Board and reactionaries in all parties.
SUIT BY CORE
sion between officers and rank
Rohatch set the tone of the meetThe case against ILWU Local 13 position that called for action on
and file will be held in the faculty
and the PMA had been brought in federal and state offices also noted ing when he stated that "no preslounge
at Reed College, Portland,
candidate
worth
is
splitting
behalf of a "casual" longshoreman that all locals of the ILWU have the idential
over."
Oregon.
locals
our
Howard
CORE.
autonomous
right
to
act
as
by
Myers, NLRB trial
they wish
examiner in Los Angeles, ruled that in the election. The debate waxed
Nate DiBiasi, Local 13, also urged
Contact your local secretary
giving first call to strikers from hot and heavy for most of the day support for Humphrey on the ground
for
application forms. Full details
other industries was discrimination between those who recommended that he is far better than either
in
our
next issue.
against casual waterfront workers, an endorsement for Hubert Hum- Nixon or Wallace, both of whom are
—Continued on Page 6 phrey and those who pleaded with anti-labor and supporters of "right-

California ILWU Joint Councils
Vote No Presidential Endorsement

A Victory
For Labor
Solidarity
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HE CZECHOSLOVAK SITUATION has been taken as a
signal, by many people who should know better, to leap
on the bandwagon—which may yet turn out to be a hearse
as far as the best interests of world peace and socialism and
the world's working class is concerned. Practically all our
knowledge to date is based on the stories and reports appearing in the regular commercial press and news services
—and it's about time that at least working people everywhere take a long look at the sources of their information
before they too start leaping on these bandwagons.
In the ILWU we manage to have better contacts than
simply material that can be found in the daily press. Official
documents come across my desk, reports from working class
sources, and personal reports. We have not missed the point
here that highly critical and condemning statements against
the Russian armed forces moving into Czechoslovakia have
been issued by the Communist Parties of Italy and France.
The World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU)—which has
always been recognized as highly pro-Soviet—has also been
deeply critical of the Soviet action.
At the last International ILWU Executive Board meeting a motion was made that the International union should
denounce Soviet action in Czechoslovakia. Quite properly
that motion was held up by the Board until the next Board
meeting in December, when we expect to have a great deal
more factual and direct information with some background
as to why the Soviets resorted to such drastic action.

T

PRESENTLY

I ET'S GIVE IT a try . . . This seems to
be what United Nations' Secretary General U Thant was urgently recommending
when he hinted that if the issue of ending
the bombing of North Vietnam were brought
before the 124 members of the UN it would
be overwhelmingly approved. U Thant reflects "the conscience of mankind" and
without question speaks for a majority of
the world's people when he says ending the
bombing is an essential step in "moving the
conflict from the battlefield to the conference table . . . leading to positive steps
toward a peaceful settlement."
What makes this especially interesting to
those in labor who have been seeking an
end to that bloody, tragic Vietnam war, is
the close parallel between U Thant's suggestion and the policy statement of the
Labor Leadership Assembly for Peace held
in Chicago, November 11-12, 1967 and attended by an official delegation from the
ILWU, as well as more than 500 other trade
unionists from 50 international unions. That
statement said, in part:
"We therefore urge an immediate and unconditional end to the bombings of North
Vietnam—a step that has been advocated
by UN Secretary-General U Thant.
"We urge further that our government
accompany a bombing halt with a clear and
unambiguous statement of intention to negotiate a settlement of the war with the
parties directly involved in the conflict . . .
We call upon the United Nations, after a
halt in the bombing, to initiate discussions
aimed at achieving a permanent cease-fire
and a permanent peace."

16

THIS LABOR PEACE PROGRAM of last
November, like the courageous and important move suggested by the UN Secretary-General this week, is also very much
in keeping with the program developed by
the ILWU's last International convention—
a program calling for a cease-fire (which
would naturally include stopping the bombing), an end to the killing, leading to negotiations and eventualy to withdrawal of all
foreign forces. That simple program has not
been improved upon yet.
We also recall another point heard for
the first time at that labor peace assembly
which gave us sharp insight into absolute
minimum conditions for peace in Vietnam.
It came from former CBS Paris correspon-

THE BEST direct information we have can
be found in reports of our own rank-and-file delegation
that visited Czechoslovakia this year and stayed there for
several weeks and spoke to trade union'leaders and workers
on the job and in their homes, as well as to officials and
"the man on the street." Significantly our ILWU delegates
observed Czechoslovakia before the reforms were put into
effect by the "liberal" communist regime in that country.
(These reports can be read in two issues of The Dispatcher,
dent David Schoenbrun. He had visited July 26 and August 9, 1968.)
Hanoi only two months before, and spoke •
Once again I suggest that ILWU members read the reto Ho Chi Minh and Premier Phan Van ports of our own people direct from the scene. If anything
Dong, and asked: "What are you willing to comes through from these reports it surely is clear that at
do so that this war can be ended?"
the time they were there the working people and their rep"These men answered: 'Stop bombing and resentatives were running the country—maybe too much so.
stop bombing unconditionally.' I have the
It's difficult, if not impossible, to get a true picture from
word of these men I've known for 21 years our U.S. news media as to why the Russians moved with huge
that if the bombing is stopped uncondi- armed forces. To get a proper picture from the commercial
tionally, they will be ready to talk," Schoen- news sources would be a little like asking the same newsbrun said. He added, "You've got to stop papers, radio and TV to give unbiased factual material
bombing. It's like giving up caliper."
about a strike. In all the years I've been around I never
saw an honest, unbiased and factual report of a strike in
NCE AGAIN THE United Nations are the regular press. And I have yet to see where any American
meeting and there is an air of hope, newspaper or radio station ever supported a strike or workdespite all the carping and griping and ers who were on picket lines for better wages, hours and
cynicism. Both sides in the Vietnam con- conditions.
flict seem to be telling the UN to mind
its own business.
We say it is the business of the UN to
HEN THESE SAME newspapers and radio and TV commake every effort to put a stop to the killing, to help us get our men home alive.
mentators start supporting a revolution led by ComThat is exactly why the UN was organized, munists in Czechoslovakia or anywhere else, I not only am
and it remains the best hope for world suspicious, but I want to take a second and a third and even
peace.
a fourth look.
Here then is a test for political candiI remember the outcry against the Soviets when they
dates. Any candidate worth his salt, who moved into Hungary around 12 years ago. At that time I
desires the enthusiastic support of that recall being forced to wonder why monopolies like General
large section of the American people that Motors or General Electric, or organizations such as the
deeply desires peace, will seriously listen to National Association of Manufacturers or the U.S. Chamber
what the United Nations Secretary-General of Commerce suddenly picked up a full head of steam in fais saying.
vor of the Communist regime that had been in power in
We recall the final paragraph in the la- Hungary? Since when did they support any kind of Combor assembly statement in Chicago. It still munists?
makes sense:
It may well be by the time of the next International Ex"American labor must play its part in ecutive Board meeting that facts will be on hand and addibringing this savage war to a swift and tional information gleaned from working class and trade
just conclusion, so that we may devote our union sources. It may even be that we too will find that the
wealth and energies to the struggle against Russian course of action was too drastic. But we'll depend
poverty, disease, hunger and bigotry."
for our information on working class and trade union re.•
sources, not on government spokesmen, not on the commerLVV
cial news media, and not on the say-so of intellectuals or
•
journalists.
It seems to me quite a funny scene here at home when
our press and others are so quick and eager suddenly to deMINIM l le International Issesiereumes sae Illerellessesien's Milan
nounce the Russian armed aggression—and then at the same
SIDNEY ROGER, EDITOR
Information Director
time to be taking their stand supporting something called
Published every two weeks by the International Long"liberal communism" and denouncing something called
shoremen's & Warehousemen's Union at 150 Golden
"conservative communism." If I'm a little mixed up by this
Gate Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 94102. Second-Class
sudden interest in one kind of "communism" against anPostage Paid at San Francisco, Calif. Subscriptions
$2.50 per year.
other kind, I hope you'll bear with me—because you may be
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 94102 a little mixed up yourself at this point.
Phone PRospect 5-0533
Anyway, time will tell and this union will try to get its
HARRY BRIDGES
J. R. ROBERTSON
information from sources that are trustworthy, try to get
President
Vice President
LOUIS GOLDBLATT
BARRY SILVERMAN
as much information as possible as quickly as possible and
Secretary-Treasurer
Research Director
pass on the results of our investigation to the members.
(Deadline for next issue: October 7)
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Parley Finds
Health Costs
Need Control

Local 6 Hits
Oakland
Police Dept.
OAKLAND—ILWU Warehouse Local 6 has cited "the armed attack
made upon the headquarters of the
Black Panthers by two Oakland
police officers" as a continuation of
"unlawful acts as a result of policies
carried out and maintained by the
Oakland Police department."
In a letter to police chief Charles
Gain, Local 6 charged that "In
earlier years, when engaged in a labor dispute, our members were prevented from exercising their legal
rights ... our members were beaten,
clubbed, hospitalized and jailed . . .
All working men attempting to or- FIRST SHIP to call at Matson Lines' new 42-acre container yard in Port of Oakganize for the betterment of their land's 7th St. complex, SS Hawaiian Queen takes on capacity load of containers
conditions . . . were treated in like filled with general cargo for Hawaii. Container yard provides space for nearly
manner by the Oakland police.
3,000 of these 24-foot freight containers in the company's Hawaii and Far East
"How many days of illegal impris- intermodal systems. At left of containers in yard are automobiles to be loaded for
onment were involved, how much Hawaii. It is because of the development of such container complexes that the
blood was spilled by union men as a ILWU has called for a Pacific Coast Longshore Caucus next month to discuss
result of clubbing by Oakland police, new conditions under the contract.
we will never know.
"The 1946 general strike in Oakland, as you know, was caused by
the direct interference of the Oakland police in the strike situation
PORTLAND—The big push for a session shifted $100 million in prop. . . If we were to attempt to doc- sales tax is on again in Oregon, and erty taxes paid by the big timber inument the unlawful actions of the once again it's disguised as property terests to small taxpayers in the
Oakland police . . . designed in our tax relief, warns a new Columbia timber producing counties.
opinion to destroy the dignity and River District Council bulletin.
The depreciation allowance on
withhold the legal rights of labor,
1
2 percent limitation business buildings and machinery
This is the 1/
it would fill a volume.
initiative, which has collected is another loophole. "Corporations
"... the cruel and arrogant treat- enough signatures to make the No- owning farms have found a tax
ment of the Oakland police against vember ballot. CRDC recommends a dodge, besides being paid by the fedour so-called white members was "No" vote.
eral government for land not plantchild's play compared to that which
The initiative doesn't even men- ed."
the Oakland police accorded to the tion the dread words sales tax. But
blacks.
the drop in revenue would be such,
"Recent events, including the if the measure passes, that city and Oakland
shooting up of the Black Panther county services would be cut in half,
headquarters and adjacent inhabited and it's "a safe bet" the 1969 legislocations proves the necessity for the lature would then have a green light
establishment by the Oakland city for either a sales tax or a net recouncil of a citizens' police advisory ceipts tax "to take up the slack."
committee."
OAKLAND — Fifty X-ray techniThe limitation measure is making
The letter was signed by Local 6 headway among dirt farmers and cians, a unit of ILWU Local 6, voted
East Bay business agents Paul Heide, small home-owners sweating to keep on September 18 to strike unless
William Burke, Joseph Blasquez and up with their tax bills.
they can get an acceptable contract
Evelyn Johnson, dispatcher Joe VilThe real beneficiaries would be with the six hospitals where they
legas and International represent- companies like Portland General work. Negotiations have been in
ative Old Fagerhaugh. Copies went Electric, Oregon's largest taxpayer, progress since June 1.
to the mayor, county supervisors, which paid just under $7 million last
The hospitals involved are Alta
state attorney general and labor or- year in property taxes to the various Bates, Children's, Herrick, Merritt,
ganizations in the area.
counties in which it operates. Also Peralta and Providence.
The principal strike issue is the
the chain stores, motels, apartment
house complexes and plush home- union shop. Others are wages, radiowners in the strictly-zoned East- ation hazard, penalty pay and stumoreland district, where the initia- dents being assigned to X-ray pative originated, and where no work- tients without a qualified technician
ing man or union pensioner on small in attendance.
Business agent William Burke
fixed income can afford to live.
said: "The union will make every efHEALTH DEPARTMENT
Hardest hit of all public services, fort to avoid a strike. However, in
if the measure passes, would be the event a strike cannot be avoided
HILO — Contract demands and
Multnomah county's health depart- the union X-ray technicians are premembership mobilization plans have
ment, which would lose about 99 pared to handle emergency cases
been worked out for ILWU Local 142
percent of its general fund alloca- and in every way protect the public
members at three of Hawaii's big
in their need for medical care. The
tion.
hotels. The contract covering workFrom 1200 to 1500 people would be union is willing to submit to an elecers at the three hotels will expire
laid off in the urban area, including tion to resolve the union shop issue
November 30.
all health service employees except and to arbitrate all outstanding difAt a two-day caucus here Septemthe county health officer, which po- ficulties. We feel that the hospitals,
ber 16 and 17, some 50 delegates
sition is required by law. Some $68 as well as the union, have a responagreed to shoot for top wages in
million would be hacked off the bud- sibility to the public to bargain in
Hawaii's hotel industry and set up
gets of schools throughout the state. good faith to avoid a strike. The
a rank-and-file mobilization proThe sales tax the legislature un- union will make every effort toward
gram.
doubtedly would enact to save Ore- this end."
Negotiations are expected to start gon from the
impact of these disabout October 1. The hotels involved asters
wouldn't be peanuts, accordFederated Auxiliaries'
are Hilo Naniloa, Kona Inn and ing to
the CRDC bulletin.
Kauai Surf.
The tax commission has estimated Board Meets in Stockton
In addition to the wage demand, that "all
cities and all counties
STOCKTON—A two-day meeting
other proposals include a union would
lose $130 million, and this of the ILWU Federated Auxiliaries'
shop, improved seniority, 40-hour would call for
at least a 5% sales tax, executive board was held here Sepguaranteed work week for regular if the state
goes that route."
tember 20 and 21, with nine officers
employees, pay for all holidays set
and thirteen board members presLOOPHOLES
forth in the contract, improved
And it's unnecessary, CRDC points ent from Canada, Washington, Oreworking conditions, free meals on
out in its "good, hard look" at the gon and California.
company time, improved sick leave, limitation
initiative. All that's needA report of the meeting will aplong-term disability benefits and ed to afford some relief to home- pear in our next issue. Plans for
higher premium pay for split, short
owners is to plug some of the loop- participation in the November 5
and night shifts.
holes by which the big taxpayers election were at the top of the
have managed to get out from under agenda.
Next Dispatcher
their fair share of the tax load.
Stockton Auxiliary 7 members were
One of the more sensational shifts hostesses and entertained at a
Deadline October 7
of this sort occurred when the 1961 luncheon on September 21.

Push for Oregon Sales Tax

X-Ray Technicians
Authorize Strike

Hawaii Hotel
Workers Aim
For Top Pay
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SAN FRANCISCO—Soaring medical and hospital costs call for "fundamental reorganization of the entire health care industry in the
United States," ILWU secretarytreasurer Louis Goldblatt told a conference of the Bay Area Health Facilities Planning Association.
"The amount of money put into
health plans by unions in California
is $750 million a year," Goldblatt
stated. "To this day, they haven't
given us access to the actual records
to find out why costs have gone up."
He quoted from Somers and Somers' book "Medicare and the Hospitals": "In no other realm of economic life today are payments guaranteed for costs that are neither controlled by competition nor regulated
by public authority, and in which no
incentive for economy can be discerned."
Insurance companies are "absolutely obligated" to set up a uniform
system of reporting on claims, the
ILWU leader said. "A method must
be set up on a statewide basis so
unions and employers can do a check
on claims, discover questions of abuse
and make sure some doctors aren't
dipping into the till. We can then
institute the kind of policing and
surveillance which is necessary."
Spencer Williams, state health and
welfare administrator, told the conference that despite the millions
spent through Medicare and MediCal, many of the poor are being denied the "mainstream" health care
they were promised.
He said that total costs for health
and medical care in the US now exceed $47 billion a year, more than 6
percent of the gross national product. By 1975, he said, the total cost
will approach $100 billion.

Probe Port
Of Stockton,
Locals Urge
STOCKTON—All work stopped at
the Port of Stockton on September
10 while 250 men left their jobs to
attend an evening meeting of the
city council..
There, a union spokesman charged
that policies of the port administration have caused a reduction in
volume of cargo, resulting in direct
and indirect loss of jobs and trade in
the whole area.
The spokesman was Edward Fuller representing the political action
committee of Longshore Local 54 and
the Stockton units of Warehouse Local 6, Shipclerks Local 34 and Walking Bosses Local 91.
He urged the council to investigate
the operation of the port, and the
councilmen voted unanimously to do
that.
Union members overflowed the
84-seat council chamber and the big
foyer outside, as Fuller described "a
crises of steadily diminishing shipping activity."
"For the last two years and especially within the past six months,"
Fuller stated, "there has been a continual decline in cargoes and payrolls at the Port of Stockton. . . The
port appears not to be interested in
cargoes unless they can show a fat
profit. We say that the port should
handle all possible cargoes even if
these cargoes produce only a low
profit ratio because of the farreaching benefits of these additional
payrolls to the people of this community."
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By JOHN RUYMAKER
Local 34, San Francisco

JEAN SAMPAIO
Local 142, Hawaii

BRUNO DUCA
Local 6, Crockett
This report was written by the same Overseas Delegates who visited Israel (The Dispatcher,
March 29, 1968). After two weeks in Israel, they
departed for Romania. Their story resumes at
that point.
E LEFT ISRAEL with the background of a
troubled peace and headed north toward
Athens, Greece. From 30,000 feet, as we flew by
the island of Cyprus, the turmoil below seemed
remote. We awaited a landing in Greece, a country aligned to the free world, but which only a
short time before had suspended constitutional
guarantees, outlawed the trade unions and imprisoned its premier. At Athens we picked up
our plane to take us the final step into Romania,
behind the "iron curtain."
Our plane is full. It is a Soviet turbo-prop, not
of late vintage. We head into the clouds amidst
the babel of foreign tongues. On the plane we
find British and French tennis players on their
way to Miami to compete in international
matches. We bump into musicians on their way
to participate in the Ionesco World Music Festival. We learn that the entire Los Angeles Philharmonic has preceded us, so by the time we
arrive we are definitely latecomers.
Delegations come from countries all over the
world and one begins to feel that this plane bearing us to Romania is a gigantic funnel, ending
in Bucharest.
Early in our visit, prior concepts of a grim,
drab and closed society are beginning to dispel

W

Huge excavation and construction site at "iron
gates" of Danube river. Water level will be raised
to improve navigation. Hydro -electric plant is
under construction.
themselves from our minds, and by the time we
leave they will have been thoroughly shattered.
We are met at the airport by representatives of
the Port and Telecommunications Workers Union. Immediately we find that old world charm
still survives. Jean Sampaio's hand is kissed at
each introduction and we begin to feel the initial impact of Romanian hospitality that is finally to overwhelm us completely.

Romania's Largest Union
Mihail Marinescu is an executive board member of the union which boasts 400,000 members,
Romania's largest. A former seaman who has
sailed the oceans of the world, he is serving his
first year in the position. His natural ebullience
and outward friendliness immediately put us
at ease. In the days to come his deep basso voice
will ring out the songs of Romania as we go
hurtling through the countryside in a huge Soviet built touring car.
In many places we visit he is stopped on the
street; in port and industrial facilities we visit
workers drop their tools or whatever they are
doing and a group immediately forms. There
follows discussion, laughter and evident good
will.
Ianc Stephen is to be our interpreter and
guide. His translations back and forth are utterly fantastic. Almost before our ideas were
out of our mouth they were being transmitted
without any hesitation. Ianc is in a real sense
a reflection of what is new in Rornania. He comes
from generations of peasant background and he
is the only one in his family to have left the
village. He is urbane, witty, knowledgeable and

charming. In his career he has already travelled
to the countries of western Europe along with
visits to China, Cuba and Africa.
We are guests of the Port and Telecommunication Workers. We are driven to an elaborate
guest house maintained by the union and introduced to our first Romanian meal. Here it must
be noted that all previous references that you
have read in The Dispatcher describing the gourmet habits of their hosts are quite true and beyond belief.
If, after the first course you think you are
finished you suddenly find there is nothing like
having a bite to eat. The sky's the limit; caviar
was an everyday affair, all meals were preceded
by a thimble of "tuica," a powerful plum brandy.
Can you imagine having chicken and chocolate
souffle for breakfast? Our delegation became
particularly addicted to their white wines, which
can be drunk in quantity without any hangover.
Eating became a way of life.
For our visit in Romania an itinerary had already been drawn up including visits to ports,
shipyards, recreational facilities, hydroelectric
stations and even a collective farm.

Port and Transport Workers
The following day we were taken to the central headquarters of the union and met with
Mr. Greco, its president. We were cordially welcomed, exchanged greetings from our International and spent a few hours being briefed
on the achievements and problems of the union.
The Port and Telecommunications Union represents railroad, port, road transport, road construction, post, office and telecommunication
workers. They are organized into 820 locals
which are mutually affiliated. The individual
trade union decides on its affiliation. The national unions have an executive committee
which in turns elects an executive bureau. The
international executive, with 75 members, represents all the branches. They are elected by the
convention and they in turn elect an executive
bureau from which the president, vice president and secretary are chosen. A convention is
held every five years on the international level
whereas the local trade unions convene every
two years.
We were informed that unemployment was
non-existent and that the right to a job was
guaranteed by the constitution. The country is
undergoing a tremendous period of economic
expansion. A yearly growth rate of from 12 to
14 per cent maintained over the last 15 years
has been second only to that of Japan.
The population of twenty million has been
relatively static so that recently there has been
enacted anti-abortion laws to provide for what
they thought would be increased manpower
needs for the future. As an added incentive to
larger families, a tax reduction of 30 per cent
is offered families with three or more children—
a pleasant contrast to most of the rest of the
world.
Collective bargaining is concluded at the lowest level of production with management and
each enterprise has its own contract. Romanian
workers do not have the right to strike. The
oft-repeated rationalization that you don't
strike against yourself is offered in explanation.
Membership in the union is not mandatory but
non-members form a small percentage of the
workers.

Workers' apartments in Bucharest. Size depends on
size of family. An apartment with two bedrooms,
living room, kitchen, bath, service porch, costs
78 lei a month (about $9.75).

Pension and disability laws are written into
the state constitutiOn. Last year these laws were
revised and benefits were increased. Romanians
do not contribute to their pension and disability
funds. Money to cover these disbursements comes
from the operations of the enterprises.
Men retire at the age of 60 and women at 55,
after 25 years service. There are some interesting aspects to their pension system which
intrigued us. In relation to pensions they divide
work into three categories: Group one includes
very heavy, noxious or very dangerous work;
group two work that is not quite as extreme,
and group three would be the routine jobs.
For those in group one, who have their twentyfive years of service, the stipulated age time at
retirement is cut six months for every year
worked. In group two it is reduced three months.
However, retirement is not reduced below the
age of fifty. Pensioning at these reduced age limits is at the request of the employee. Women
with three children can retire a year earlier,
those with four, two years earlier, and those
with five or more may retire three years earlier.
Pensioners and their immediate families are
entitled to free medical care, free medicine,
death benefits, and other social allowances. For
example, dependent children of a deceased pensioner receive the perfsion until the age of sixteen, and if they are attending school they receive it until school is completed up until the
age of twenty-five.
The basic concern of the trade unions for members' welfare has led in the last year to the development of what are called "civic control"
teams. Their activities are nation wide. Numbering 50,000 and elected at union conferences
they cover a broad spectrum of society—workers,
professionals and housewives. They enter shops,
clinics, hospitals, nurseries, maternity homes,
etc. They check on services and conditions, ask
questions as to care received, and see to it that
standards of service are met by management.
It will be interesting to see the outcome of this
particular activity.
Education in Romania is free on all levels and
this includes books and supplies. It is compulsory
on the primary level and in three years time this
compulsion will be extended to the twelfth year
of education for all. The Hungarian and German
minorities in Romania are taught in their native tongues on the primary level. For working
mothers there is an extensive child care nursery
system and in the summer provisions are made
for the children to pass their time at holiday
camps.

Work Norms,Safety, Bonuses
Some of the problems of the trade union committee revolve around the establishment of work
norms, bonuses, innovations, the scientific organization of work, safety at work, general working conditions, collective bargaining and contract enforcement.
With all this as background we set about the
task of discovering Romania.
The rest of the day is spent sight-seeing in
Bucharest and gathering general impressions.
Except for an immediate downtown area traffic
lights are non-existent. Away from the center
your car is alone, the streets quiet. However,
this is to be remedied for Romania has negotiated a contract with Fiat, an Italian company,
to mass produce cars in Romania.
As we travel about the capital we become
aware of something that will repeat itself in all
the cities we visit. This is the rise of new housing projects to overcome the shortages that still
exist as a result of the war and the increasing
demands that urbanization and industrialization
force upon them. The rise of these new projects
along the periphery of the old cities are the first
steps towards the elimination of the slum type
housing that still exists.
One has several options: renting, buying or
even building your own home. The latter is becoming increasingly popular as the state makes
available free home sites for development and
offers long term loans for building. You can also
buy an apartment, and the resale of these apartments at higher prices reflects the unfulfilled
needs that must still exist. Rents constitute four
to five per cent of the basic wage and apartments are granted on the basis of priority established by the Housing Authority.
Where possible the city's old heart and the
new commingle so that a sense of community is
perpetuated. We visited some of these projects,
noted that they were self-contained, with shops,
movies, libraries and restaurants. And it was in
these apartments that we found the leaders of
the union living. The widespread construction of
these blocks of apartments led us to believe that
slum clearance and the providing of decent
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housing was one of the primary concerns of the
government.
The next morning we took off for the back
country. As we leave Bucharest we see that town
and country are still sharply defined. Farming
operations go on just outside a newly completed
apartment project.
Romania has been traditionally a bread basket
country and as we traveled the road to Galati,
we saw those hundreds of miles of gently rolling
fertile farmlands that produce Romania's food
in abundance. As your eye scours the countryside you are struck by the absence of individual
farms. You also note with a start, the absence
of fences; they exist now only to enclose animals. Fences are things of the past, and what
you are witnessing is a state farm system which
began in the late forties and was completed in
the early sixties.

Peasant Dress Abounds
In contrast to mechanization and scientific
farming the traditional peasant dress of.the Romanian farmer still abounds. The many villages
of old Romania, containing half the population,
with their clusters of individual holdings, are
still very much part of the present day scene.
Most peasants still own their own home and a
plot of land on which they grow their own produce, and keep varying amounts of livestock. It
was harvest time and every imaginable vehicle
was put into use to collect it. Machines dominated the scene but there were still areas where
the old ways were still very much in force.
Approaching Ploesti we spot the first oil wells
and some of the grim reminders of the past. We
pass the graves of those American flyers who
died while bombing the oil fields—it is a moment
of unexpected shock. Further on up the road
we are to pass the graves of Soviet soldiers and
those Romanian patriots who rose and died

control teams check on care of patients
in hospital.
fighting to free Romania from the Nazi occupation. This common struggle of yesterday now
seemed far away.
Twenty miles south of Galati a huge industrial complex is being rushed to completion. Its
size is staggering and the complexity of
the operations involved will put Romania in the
front line as a producer of pig iron, steel, rolled
goods and pipe. This center will be the biggest
single producer of steel and steel products in
Europe. British, German and American engineers
are involved in the construction of this tremendous enterprise, which when completed in
1970 will produce over six million tons of steel.
To understand the scope of this achievement
some aspects of Romania's industrialization
must be mentioned. Romania only achieved independence in 1877 and the establishment of the
national state as we know it today took place in
1918 with the dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian empire and the incorporation of Transylvania into its body politic. Serfdom was abolished in the 1870s but emancipation, as we well
know from our own experience, does not basically change the feudal relations.
The rule of the Boyars, the landed gentry,
continued well into the 1930s. So that as late
as 1938, 78 per cent of the population was engaged in farming, mostly with the most primitive
tools.
After the liberation of the country in 1944
the road to industrialization was charted by
the National Conference of the Romanian Communist Party. The immediate years after World
War Two were difficult ones. The country had
to repair the damage of the war and simultaneously provide reparations to the Soviet Union.
The next big struggle occurred because of
those forces who conceived of Romania as basically a supplier of raw materials and food stuffs,
who would exchange its products for manufactured goods. Romania defended its right to
develop her own economy in terms of its needs
and perspectives.
This development has been many sided. In-
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dustries have come into existence from scratch.
The establishment of a national power grid, the
construction of tremendous hydroelectric stations, the beginnings of the electrification and
dieselization of its railroads, are some of its accomplishments. On the farms, industry supplies
needed equipment plus tractors left over for export — herbicides, pesticides and all the other
chemical needs of scientific farming are provided by its chemical industry.
Behind the USSR and the USA she is third
in the production and export of oil drilling
equipment. The list goes on. And this is the
moment of our visit. From this we could begin
to understand the immense pride of the Romanions in their accomplishments and in a way
to measure their determination and faith in
their future.

City Destroyed and Rebuilt

-

We finally arrive at the port of Galati, a city
destroyed during the war and now being rebuilt.
The city planner takes us on a tour of the city,
shows us the old, the new and what is to be
built in the future. The industrial sector lies a
few miles to the north. About fifteen miles to the
west we visit the parks, the rest places and the
weekend retreats that have been built in the
forests surrounding the cities.
The new is very extensive. It forms the city's
skyline of six and seven story apartments that
have become a symbol of the new cities in Romania. This city of broad avenues, ample walking areas, minimal motor traffic and a separated
industrial sector was quiet and smog free. They
intend to keep it that way.
Along the Danube, much to our surprise, we
find former King Michael's yacht tied to the
dockside. It is now a boatel, used by visitors staying overnight. And in midstream our eyes catch
an authentic Mississippi river boat in action. We
are witnessing a joint Romanian-American production of Tom Sawyer. Finding Mark Twain
on the Daube was, to say the least, one more
example of the unpredictable in Romania.
The next day we visit the shipyard which is
adjacent to the port area. We are briefed by management on the history of the yard, its productive capacities and goals for the future. At present they are building ships with a capacity of
from 4,500 to 12,000 tons. Expansion in the near
future will enable them to build ships of 20,000
tons which will be their limit due to the river
depth at this point. At the time of our visit they
were modernizing and getting ready to double
the work force.
We were escorted through the yard and witnessed the very first plate cuttings to the finished product. The initial phase, that of automatic plate cut-outs, utilized a West German
patent and had only been in operation a short
time. The yard was reminiscent of our West
Coast shipyards during World War II. Women
are employed as welders and machinists and
worked beside the men.
As we traversed the yard we witnessed many
phases of the operation and could only conclude
that, if anything, it was overmanned in terms
of efficiency. To overcome this transition period
and to provide the new skilled workers the yard

Checker at Galati chalks all pieces of lumber load.

First ore carrier launched at Galati shipbuilding
yards was the Petrosani, seen here at dock after
launching.
will need, they have established a school to retrain workers at the shipyard. And as in all industrial operations, innovations on the job to
increase productivity were rewarded by incentives.
In our travels we noticed in the parks, in shops,
newspapers and public areas pictures of those
workers who had achieved, in their respective
fields, rewards for excellence of work. Bonuses,
added vacation time, housing priority were some
of the incentives to increased productivity.

Good Safety Record
The yard had a good safety record. In the last.
year no workers were killed, nor were there any
serious accidents. If an operation is thought to
be dangerous the local union safety committee
attempts to arbitrate the situation with management. If there is no reconciliation of the matter
it goes to the next higher level. Each shop has
a safety man.
The state safety man can stop all unsafe
operations and management can be fined. Foremen, by state law must instruct workers as regards safe practices. A worker applying for a
particular job must pass a physical to see if he
is qualified for such work. If there is an accident
on the job, and there is found to be neglect the
immediate foreman can lose his bonus. If an
accident is found to be the fault of management
they are fined.
The yard works an eight hour day with no
emphasis on overtime. A worker has the right
to refuse overtime and management must have
union sanction beforehand to work extended
time. Showers, rest rooms and locker spaces were
provided in all the basic sections. There was a
central cafeteria which even provided meals for
those on particular diets.
At this shipyard there is a base wage predicated on the established working norm, plus
certain incentives. The engineer-director of the
yard voiced a familiar complaint—that is that
some of the workers made more money than
the engineers!
The yard had foreign apprentices who were
there to learn the techniques of shipbuilding and
to prepare the finished ships for transfer to their
native countries.
There were Chinese workers amongst them
whom your delegation tried to approach on a
worker-to-worker basis, but we must sadly report that the ice was as wide and high as the
Great Wall.
We finally saw the finished products. Huge
ore carriers to carry the raw materials to the
new steel complex, 12,000 ton cargo ships destined for China and the USSR. Romania's new
found ability to produce these types of ships has
launched her on the road to an increased maritime prowess.

Romania, part two,in the next issue.
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UE Convention Makes No
Presidential Endorsement

A Victory
For Labor
Solidarity
Continued from Page 1—
in violation of Federal labor laws

prohibiting giving preference to
union members. He ruled the union
and the PMA would have to reimburse all casuals for any loss of
earnings.
The International union then took
over the case from the local, and ordered its law firm (Gladstein, Andersen, Leonard & Sibbett) to appeal. The full NLRB, in Washington,
DC reviewed the findings and last
week dismissed the complaint in its
entirety.
The board said "there is no evidence to support the trial examiner's
findings" that those strikers or unemployed given work on the waterfront were necessarily members of
unions or that casuals were not
members of unions.
The strikers were given work as
were unemployeds who were locked
out because of a strike, but not specifically because they were union
members, the Board ruled.
MORE DEPENDABLE
The decision said they were given
preferential treatment ". . . only because strikers and these unemployed
are, on the whole, more dependable
and better workers than casuals."
The board also noted that among
the "casuals" who sign up for work
"there frequently remains the problem of their not showing up or arriving late to work. Also, casuals
sometimes sell the jobs they receive
through the casual dispatch hall."
In contrast, the board said, the
"strikers"and"unemployed" assigned
to these jobs bring no problems to
the job, are considered very reliable
and have far superior work and
safety records and far fewer complaints against them.
Concerning the preference for
strikers, the board said,"The reasons
for this preference are grounded in
legitimate business considerations
relating to the hiring of dependable
employees."
UNION SOLIDARITY
The union never did deny that a
number of strikers from other industries in and around the Los Angeles area had gotten jobs on the
waterfront. To the contrary, the
March 15 "On the Beam" Dispatcher
column by ILWU President Harry
Bridges, pointed out:
"It has long been the practice
... that when workers in any area
are on strike, that ILWU dock unions
will do whatever possible to afford
them the opportunity to get a few
hours of work as longshoremen or
carmen or terminal workers or
clerks... This is nothing more than
good, sound, trade union policy."
Furthermore, Bridges noted the
ILWU considers this strictly a union
proposition, and told the PMA that
the union will foot the bill if necessary, because it is a union issue.
It is also a union victory, at this
point, now that the case has been
appealed to the full board in Washington, and the union has been upheld.
The unions which at various times
had been on strike, and whose members worked on the waterfront include the following: .
ILWU Local 26, United Automobile
Workers, United Rubber Workers,
United Steel Workers, Sheetmetal
Workers, Teamsters, International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
International C hemic al Workers;
also Retail Clerks, Construction &
Shipyard Laborers, Machinists,
United Furniture Workers and Inland Boatmen's Union.

SENATOR MORSE with Art Wagner,
Local 8 longshoreman who heads the
Columbia Re-elect Morse Committee.
Photo by Dick Phillips

NEW YORK—No presidential endorsement was made by the United
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers (UE) in convention here this
month. The delegates voted by an
overwhelming majority for a resolution on the 1968 elections which said
that"UE cannot recommend a choice
of a presidential candidate . . . The
only remaining hope for changing
the discredited national policies is
through the election of senators and
congressmen who stand for a genuine program of peace and economic
well-being of the American people."
During the discussion, UE president Albert Fitzgerald said: "We
have been disenfranchised as a people and we'll be disenfranchised four
years from now if we let the party
establishments choose the candidates again. We have to take it out
of the hands of the crooks and dealers and put it in the hands of the
common people."
Fitzgerald was strongly applauded
by the 300 delegates representing
160,000 members when he denounced
president George Meany of the AFLCIO for his support of the Chicago
police. "Meany never walked a picket line," Fitzgerald declared, "and

Packwood,Opponent of Morse,
Has Bad Anti-Labor Record
Several teachers have already lost
PORTLAND—United States Senator Wayne Morse, if reelected, will their jobs because of this bill, the
be chairman of the powerful Senate brochure asserts.
At both the '65 session and at
committee on labor, education and
regular and special sessions of the
welfare.
ILWU has a special stake in this '67 legislature, Packwood voted for
post because of legislation pending regressive tax measures which, on
to upgrade compensation under the the one hand widened the loopholes
Federal Harbor Workers Act. Sen- for the big interests to crawl
ator Morse sponsored the legisla- through, and on the other attempted to "saddle workers, pensioners,
tion.
This is in sharp contrast to the those on fixed incomes and the
record of Morse's opponent, state maimed and crippled with a sales
representative Robert Packwood, tax under the misleading slogan of
and the latter's actions in the Ore- property tax relief, with big business
gon legislature on the "three way interests almost its sole beneficibill" which turned the plight of aries."
those injured on shore-side jobs
"over to the insurance companies
and big employers."
This is revealed in a three-page
leaflet, "Robert Packwood—Friend
or Foe," compiled by Ernest E.
Baker, legislative representative for
the Columbia River District Council.
It reveals some startling facts about
the three-term state representative
who is attempting, with the aid of
a huge Republican fund, to step into Continued from Page I—
Morse's shoes.
rate for all work, and no checkers
or bosses.
CORPORATION LAWYER
"The Coast Committee, having
Packwood, in private life, is a
PMA we wish a coast connotified
member of a Portland law firm,
container freight stacovering
tract
McMurry, Packwood and Stearns,
which represents large corporations. tions and container work in dock
One of his pet projects is the "Dor- areas, and having ascertained Matchester House Conferences" credited son's views in the matter, does not
further in
with being instrumental in the elec- feel we can proceed any
discussing
without
negotiations
any
a
majority
of
of
the
Republition
and to
with
a
caucus,
problem
the
cans in the Oregon House of Repof
program
caucus
adopt
a
the
have
resentatives.
He voted wrong on eight bills and action to secure the work and to
right on nine at the '65 session, have it covered by proper contracts."
PENSIONS
right on four bills and wrong on
Concerning the pension issue,
five at the '67 session. But his favorable votes were on matters of com- Bridges' letter states that "Unless
paratively minor significance, while the full power of this union, or sufhis unfavorable votes were "far ficient power to get the job done, is
reaching in their implications for organized and directed against the
PMA there will be no increase.
the people of our state."
"The Coast Committee is prepared
The bill which delivered the body
blow to injured workmen (HB 1001) to recommend to the Caucus a prowas one of the bad measures Pack- gram of action it feels is realistic,
and which will be acceptable to the
wood supported.
He also voted to repeal the Full caucus and all the rank and file."
Members of the Coast Labor ReCrew Law on railroads—a vote
against both the public and the lations Committee are Bridges, Wilrights of labor; as well as for bills liam Forrester and William Ward.
The caucus call recommends that
denying teachers the right to bargain collectively and repealing their delegates from the Canadian Area
and Hawaii attend.
tenure (job security) law.

West Coast
Caucus on
Containers

never felt a club on his head, but he
professes to speak for the workers of
the AFL-CIO."
The UE president called for greater understanding of the position of
black people in America, attacking
the calls for "law and order." "We
participated in the same kind of activities," he recalled. "We rioted. We
took over many hundreds of big factories during the sit-down strikes.
We blocked gates. We broke windows. We fought like hell because we
were forced to do so to save our existence. We did then what the Negroes
are doing in the sixties. And just as
we successfully built our unions, the
Negro people will win freedom."
SHORTER WEEK
A lengthy debate occurred over
the resolution on collective bargaining goals, resulting in a convention
vote to send the resolution back to
committee so that a demand for a
shorter work week would be included.
A resolution on organizing called
for an intensified drive to organize
General Electric and Westinghouse
plants in the south. The convention
noted the role of new, young leadership—black and white—which contributed to organizing successes of
the past year and to beating off
AFL-CIO raids.
Youth was the subject of more discussion when the publicity and education committee reported. The delegates, many of them first-timers,
voted to convene local youth conferences, explore wider use of radio and
television as a means of communication, and to expand programs of
stewards and leadership classes.
"The energies and enthusiasm of
youth," the publicity committee
stated, "led to the formation of the
UE and other industrial unions of a
generation ago."
UE AND ILWU
A resolution on labor unity took
note of the recent formation of the
Alliance for Labor Action by the
Auto Workers and Teamsters, and
reaffirmed the union's "readiness to
unite with all forces in the labor
movement."
UE secretary-treasurer James Matles said that "there can be no meaningful realignment of labor without
UE and ILWU making their maximum contribution." He warned that
it was "too early" to see what direction the ALA would take, "but there
is bound to come a day when the
rank and file will no longer stand
for a corrupt and gutless leadership
of labor."
Special mention was made of ILWU
by delegates from UE in Oakland
who reported on a joint program to
introduce unionism to vocational
high school students in that city. Al
Lannon, Jr., ILWU Washington representative, attended several convention sessions as a guest of UE.
One of the highlights of the convention was an address by David
Schoenbrun, former CBS commentator and US Army intelligence officer,
on the subject of Vietnam. Schoenbrun, who has talked with both sides
at the Paris peace talks, declared
that "our country is big enough,
strong enough, confident enough to
admit we made a mistake. We should
stop the bombing so that genuine
talks can start, instead of the fraud
now being perpetrated in Paris."
The delegates later passed a resolution on peace which called for an
end to all bombing of North Vietnam
and for negotiations with the people
actually fighting in the south, the
National Liberation Front.
Fitzgerald and Matles, along with
Director of Organization Robert
Kirkwood, were re-elected to office
for another year without opposition.
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'I Was There'

Profits—Not
Wages—Cause
High Prices
Profits, not wages, are responfor the higher cost of living, says
The Wall Street Journal.
Since the end of World War II,
said the Journal, "there have been
three distinct periods in which factory prices climbed substantially
over a prolonged interval. In each
instance, labor costs per unit of factory output were declining when the
price climb began and these costs
continued to decline for a considerable period after the price rise was
under way.
In each period "profits began ris- LONGVIEW'S BEST—Here are the Longview City League Babe Ruth Champions.
ing long before prices, and unit labor The team is sponsored by ILWU Local 21, and finished the season with a 13-0
costs actually were declining slightly record. They're managed by L. K. Johnson (left, back row) an "A" longshoreman
at the time the price rise got under in Local 21, and coached by Swede Loren, a casual longshoreman. Six of the
way."
players were picked to play on the All-Star Team.
The three periods were the early
part of the Korean war, the years
Widows of Longshoremen
1955-57, and the third "began in 1965
and is still going on."
Receive Court Awards
SAN FRANCISCO—The families of
The newspaper quoted Peter Berntwo longshoremen and an operating
stein, president of a New York inSAN PEDRO — A $50,000 slander engineer who were killed when a
vestment counseling service: "Inhas been filed by John Royal, crane collapsed in Alameda in Jansuit
costs
pushing
stead of labor
prices
up, what we see instead is a sort of secretary of ILWU Fishermen's Lo- uary of 1965 have been awarded
profit push. Profits are already well cal 33, against officers and members judgments in the Superior Court of
on their way before prices begin to of the Cannery Worker's and Fisher- Judge Herman van der Zee.
May Alice Cooke, the widow of
rise, and prices are well on their man's union of San Diego and its
way up before wages begin to rise parent organization, the Seafarers Arthur Cooke, was awarded $200,000
International Union.
for herself and her three minor chilfaster than output."
suit,
filed
on
August
14,
asThe
dren. Madeline Kole, whose husband
This analysis was supported by US
that
slandered
by
Royal
was
was Matthew Kole, received $125,000
serts
World
News &
Report: "At the
last
the
made
for
statements
herself and one minor daughter.
defendants
moment corporate profits in total
with
dealing
Barbara
Sipes, widow of the operatat
a
February
8
meeting
breaking
are
all records even after
a fishing boycott by tuna boat own- ing engineer and mother of a minor
the tax surcharge."
son, was awarded $150,000.
After-tax profits of 763 firms were ers over prices for their catches.
"These people have besmirched my
The men were killed when the
$5.7 billion for the three months endmy
of
collapsed during its dismanown
good
name
and
that
crane
ing June 30, 1968, a jump of nine
percent over the same period of 1967, union," Royal charged. "I will prove tling by Smith-Rice Company in
Alameda. Involved also were Bigge
the magazine said. Without the tax their lies in court."
Drayage Company and Pacific Coast
surcharge, the profit jump could
Engineering Company. After the
have been over 15 percent.
Local 33 Hits World Bank
jury verdict, the defendants asked
The Wall Street Journal reported Loan to Ecuador for Ships
for a new trial, which Judge van der
that net profits of 457 companies in
SAN PEDRO—John Royal, secre- Zee has just denied.
the second quarter of this year went tary of Fishermen's Local 33, has
The longshoremen were represent10.2 percent above the same period written to Rep. Lionel Van Deerlin
ed
by Richard Gladstein of Gladlast year.
(R, Calif.) supporting his opposition stein, Andersen, Leonard & Sibbett,
to a World Bank loan to Ecuador for attorneys for the International Unthe purchase of 12 new tuna purse ion.
Seattle
seiners.
"On behalf of the membership of Boron Auxiliary Member
Longshoreman's Daughter
this union . . . I wish to commend Runs for Honorary Mayor
Receives Scholarship
you and thank you for the very
BORON — ILWU Auxiliary 41 has
SEATTLE—Paulette Costello, strong and excellent position you
entered a candidate for "honorary
daughter of Brother Paul Costello have taken and for what you have
mayor" of the city for the annual
of Local 19, was presented a scholar- read into the record," Royal wrote.
"Twenty Mule Team Days," to be
ship check of $150 at the last memIn a House speech on September held October 4, 5
and 6.
bership meeting of Local 19 by Se- 10, Van Deerlin had said: "After all,
Mrs. Herman R. Clark, Sr., is the
attle Auxiliary 3 president Clara Eduador has been doing very well
candidate. Votes cost 10 cents each,
Gould.
at the cash box through the collecwith proceeds going to the Boron
Paulette is in her 4th year at the tion of fines and other penalties ilChamber of Commerce and a perUniversity of Washington, majoring legally imposed on US fishermen for centage
of the first, second and
in history, science and art, with a trying to pursue their livelihood in third
place winners' totals to be reteaching career in mind. Last month international waters." He accused turned
to their sponsoring organizashe was presented another $320 the State Department of "putting tions.
scholarship check from the Seattle out bum dope on our problems with
Stevedore-Local 19 safety program. Ecuador."
The Auxiliary fund is made up
from contributions and proceeds LA Local 13 Sponors
from various fund raising activities. City of Hope Benefit
Local 27, Port Angeles
The Seattle Stevedore-Local 19 fund
LOS ANGELES — A dinner dance
Local 27, ILWU, Port Angeles,
is derived from $500 put up each sponsored by Longshore Local 13
election Dec. 2,
quarter by stevedore companies raised more than $15,000 for the City Wash., will hold its
minus $10 for each lost-time acci- of Hope. It was the annual "Salute 1968, to fill the offices of president,
vice president, secretary - treasurer,
dent occuring in that period.
to the Maritime Industry." Proceeds standing committees and 7 members
will be used to establish a research of the executive board. Nominations
fellowship in anemia.
will be made Nov. 4, 1968, at regular
stop-work meeting. Polling will be
ILWU Member Named to
between the hours of 11 a.m. and
San Jose College Council
6 p.m. at union headquarters, foot
SAN JOSE — Ray Mojica, an ex- of North Cedar St., Port Angeles,
ecutive board member of ILWU Lo- Wash.
cal 11, has been appointed to the
president's advisory council at San
Local 98, Seattle
Local 98, ILWU, Seattle, Wash.,
Jose City College.
will hold its election Nov. 22 to Dec.
Elmer Johnson Dies;
15 to fill the offices of president,
vice president, secretAry-treasurer,
Pension Club Leader
OAKLAND — Elmer Y. Johnson, recording secretary, executive and
SCHOLARSHIP check is received by chairman of the East Bay Pension- labor relations board. Nominations
Paulette Costello from Auxiliary 3 ers Club of Local 6, died September will be made at the Oct. 17 and Nov.
president Clara Gould during meeting 15. He had worked at Pabco in Em- 21 meetings. Balloting will be by
of Seattle Local 19.
mail.
eryville for 25 years.

Local 33 Leader
Files Slander Suit

Election Notices

Oldtimers
Recall 1936
Labor Parade
SAN FRANCISCO—"I was there,"
a number of oldtimers have written
to The Dispatcher. This was in response to a picture in our August 23
issue of the great Labor Day parade
of 1936, completely filling this city's
Market Street for many blocks.
"Drop the editor a line" if you
marched in that parade, the picture
caption requested. Here are some of
the responses:
E. "Duke" Brown, Local 91: "I am
among the few active members working on the waterfront today who can
proudly say he was in that parade,
as well as many others. Labor Day
had much more meaning in those
days and I would like to see those
'good old days' again."
Alf Holum: "I was in the Labor
Day parade in 1936 and also in all
those other parades. And I was
happy to be part of all of them."
John Jurchan: I am now a pensioner and would like to let you know
that on Labor Day in 1936 my wife
and our son who was 9 at the time
and our daughter who was 11 participated in the great parade with
me. We were very proud to be a part
of that great day."
Anton Turcieh: "I was in that parade and all the rest."
Marinus Weyers: "I was actually
in that parade. At that time I belonged to the SUP, but I am a retired
ILWU member."
Otto (Bud) Buhman:."The picture
in The Dispatcher brought back
memories. I liked the Labor Day parades. A person would meet some of
the brothers he had not seen since
the year before, and we used to have
a lot to talk about."
Earl A. Abbott: "I remember
marching in that parade on Market
Street in 1936. I am 86 years old. I
worked on the SF waterfront from
1917 until 1946. I quit five years before the pensions came on.
"I remember when Harry Bridges
was driving winches. I worked on
some of the California-Alaska packers (sailing vessels). They had 27
sailing ships at that time and one
steam ship. They went up in the
spring with supplies and came down
in the fall loaded with canned salmon."
Anton Mutka and Gus Nurmi have
sent word that they, too, marched in
the 1936 parade.

Aberdeen Longshoremen
Hold Annual Golf Meet
ABERDEEN—The second annual
Pat Bucceroni memorial golf tournament was played here September 20
despite a steady rain, with 34 longshoremen of Local 24 participating.
Arnie DeHart and Jim Collins
were tied at 83 and had to go two
extra holes in a playoff which gave
DeHart the low gross title.
Special recognition was given Don
Hoover as the oldest player. Don has
worked on the waterfront for 42
years.
The event honored Pat Bucceroni,
who was fatally injured aboard a log
ship last year. He had been an ardent golfer.

Local 75 Extends Jurisdiction
SAN FRANCISCO—Gatemen and
Watchmen's Local 75 has reached
agreement with Universal Stevedoring for exclusive use of ILWU
guards. Matson Terminals has
agreed to use all ILWU guards at
their new container dock in Oakland.
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Councils
Endorse
Cranston
Continued from Page 1—
for either Nixon or Wallace) said
the racism and bigotry in the Wallace and Nixon camps, as well as the
growing danger of a right-wing
takeover, was so strong that even
a candidate with whom we could not
agree all the way was the only alternative. In addition, numerous
speakers-pointed to Humphrey's reasonably prolabor record, against the
violently anti-labor program of
Nixon and Wallace.
• A number agreed that the most
important big race in California is
Cranston against the right-wing,
racist hawk Max Rafferty, and that
Cranston would be strengthened by
assuring that Nixon was defeated.
Otherwise Rafferty could come in on
Nixon's coattails.
Against these positions, Executive
Board member L. L. (Chick) Loveridge, Local 13, recalled how split the
locals were in 1948 as a result of the
Henry Wallace endorsement, and recalled other periods when political
endorsements created divisions. He
called for the ILWU to continue taking an independent position.
SPEAKERS
Other speakers urging that no action be taken on a presidential endorsement included Slim Murray, Joe
Figuierido and Terry Greene of
Warehouse Local 6, San FranciscoOakland, as well as business agents
Joe Blasquez, Keith Eickman and August Hemenez of that local; Archie
Brown of Longshore Local 10, San
Francisco; Ralph Abel, Local 30,
Boron; Joe Ibarra, vice president of
Warehouse Local 26, Los Angeles,
and Chet Meske, Wil Solomon and
International executive board member Paul Perlin of that local; Francis Fink, secretary-treasurer of Local 11, San Jose; Mark Beiley of
Longshore Local 13, Wilmington;
and Southern California regional director William Piercy.
Speaking for an endorsement of
Humphrey were Cleophas Williams,
president, and James Kearney of Local 10; Dave Short, of Local 13; Peter
Ting of Local 14, Eureka; Sylvestre
Daniels, Local 6; Earlie Barnett, Local 26; James North, of Foremen's
Local 94, Wilmington; and Northern
California regional director William
Chester.
The vote was 30 in favor of no endorsement—supporting the position
of the International executive board
—and 21 against.
Following the vote, Bill Chester
took the floor to urge that the joint
council's decisions be given full support as "the voice of the rank and
file" of ILWU.
ASK HHH RESIGN
A motion was adopted urging Hubert Humphrey to resign as Vice
President and campaign "on his own
two feet" with a program of peace,
civil rights and elimination of poverty. A telegram was sent to Humphrey setting forth this motion,
which had been offered by Nate DiBiasi of Local 13.
Alan Cranston, Democratic candidate for the US Senate, addressed
the joint council meeting. He has
been endorsed by both northern and

By J. R. (Bob) Robertson
Vice President J. R. Robertson is on
vacation. His column will be resumed
upon his return.

southern California councils. He was
introduced by David Jenkins, Local 10's coordinator for the Cranston campaign.
Cranston told of support from all
sections of organized labor and from
a growing number of moderate Republicans who cannot stomach the
GOP senatorial candidate, the extreme right-winger Max Rafferty.
He attacked "so-called right-to-work
laws" on the state and federal levels.
END BOMBING
Cranston called for an end to the
bombing of North Vietnam and
spoke of the importance of supporting the United Nations in the interest of world peace. He blasted Rafferty's racism and his attacks on unions and the poor.
He said: "I don't believe that most
Californians expect law and order
without justice. We don't want a
land where the answer to injustice is
bayonets."
Jenkins then described plans for
Cranston's campaign and urged
moral and financial support from
all locals. He said the Cranston campaign can be the key to electing
many other endorsed candidates.
UNANIMOUS
Cranston was endorsed unanimously by the council delegates.
Mike Johnson, secretary of NCDC,
described the ten propositions to appear on the November 5 ballot and
made recommendations. These were
approved, with the SCDC reserving
the right to reconsider Proposition
10 at its next meeting. (Material
concerning the propositions, as well
as a full list of endorsed candidates,
will appear in The Dispatcher before the election.)
Johnson commended ILWU Washington representative Al Lannon, Jr.
on his work in the national capital
and his reports to the locals.
Perlin urged support by all locals
for the farm workers' union in its
struggle for bargaining rights, including its boycott of table grapes
and picketing of stores which continue to sell grapes.
Chick Loveridge announced that
Local 13 had recently donated $1,000 to the farm workers and had
voted in addition to send $50 a
month for six months.
Sigmund Arywitz, secretary-treasurer of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, was introduced by
regional director Bill Piercy. Arywitz
spoke of the anti-union drive in that
area, spearheaded by the scab operation of Hearst's Herald-Examiner.
He pledged that "The AFL-CIO, together with the ILWU, will do everything in our power to beat this antiunion drive."
Arywitz spoke with alarm of the
support George Wallace is gaining
"among those who are frustrated
and discontented."
"We must take this head-on," he
said, "and tell our people that Wallace stands for slavery, bigotry, racism and against labor."

SPEAKERS at joint ILWU council meeting in Los Angeles included, above left,
Bill Piercy, regional director, at microphone, introducing Sigmund Arywitz, secretary-treasurer of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, who called for
a unified labor drive to beat the scab-run Hearst Herald-Examiner. At right,
Dave Short, Local 13, vice president of the Southern California council, makes
a point. Next to him is secretary Paul Perlin, Local 26. Below, US Senate candidate Alan Cranston tells of his total support by organized labor in the state.
Others include Mike Johnson, Local 34, secretary, and LeRoy King, Local 6,
president of Northen California council, and Dave Womack, Local 20A, president of the Southern council.

ILWU Pensioners Form
West Coast Association
ANDERSON, Calif.—A Pacific
Coast Pensioners Association was
founded at a three-day convention
here September 16-18 by 192 delegates from nearly all ILWU pensioners clubs on the coast.
It was a "hobo" convention, with
any ILWU pensioner eligible as a
delegate. Including wives, there were
225 in attendance. Delegates paid
their own personal expenses.
Bill Lawrence, retired member of
Longshore Local 13, was elected
chairman. In a keynote address,
Lawrence described the purposes of
the association: "To coordinate the
activities of all pensioner groups on
the coast, to express our interest in
improvement of pensions, social security, Medicare, to take a stand on
issues of war and peace and others
that affect ourselves and our children."
Other officers elected were Mike
Sickinger of Portland, secretarytreasurer, and Leo Miller, Wilmington, coordinator.
Executive board members are Roscoe Craycraft, Seattle; Joe Werner,
Portland; Ernest Woods, San Francisco; Ray Brasted, Wilmington; M.

Thorson, Tacoma, representing the
small Washington ports; and C. E.
Scott, representing the small ports
of the lower Columbia River.
A strong resolution was adopted
calling for an end to the war in Vietnam. A number of organizational
resolutions were passed, including
one recommending that all pensioner clubs should grant full voice
and vote to widows of deceased
members.
Resolutions were adopted on improvement of social security and
Medicare and raising of the ILWUPMA pension level.
The convention was opened by Leo
Miller, who had taken the lead in
organizing it. Bill Rutter of San
Francisco served as recording secretary.
It was decided to hold conventions annually.
Convention headquarters were at
Redding. The sessions were held at
the Shasta County fairgrounds here.
Special events were a dinner at the
Paul Bunyan restaurant for delegates and wives and a bus trip to
Shasta Caverns for the wives.

