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600 on Bricks

Sweatshop
Struck by
Local 26
LOS ANGELES — More than
600 Local 26 members, almost
all Latin-American and Negro
women, hit the bricks at the
Barth and Dreyfuss Company
here, in a tough strike for better pay and decent working conditions.
The cry of "Viva La Huelga" was
heard repeatedly on the picketline,
where the strikers, 98 percent of
them women, were acclaimed for
Some 600 workers, mostly women, These workers, recently organized into ILWU Local 26, are their determined show of militancy.
are on strike against Barth and striking for a healthy increase over their current sweatshop
The major goal of the union is to
Dreyfuss Company in Los Angeles. Here they line up, with wages, and for decent working conditions. Strikers ask sym- abolish the sub-standard wage
rates
cop looking on, to heckle the few scabs who showed up. pathizers not to buy Royal Terry towels.
of $1.30 to $1.35 per hour and to
eliminate sweatshop conditions by
winning a living wage, employerpaid health and welfare coverage,
sick leave, vacations and other customary fringe benefits — but above
VANCOUVER, BC—Action to end tions and a strong feeling for dem"We're convinced," he said, "this all a substantial wage raise.
the use of injunctions in labor-man- onstrative action to show labor's battle won't be won without the
rank
SWEATSHOP OFFER
agement disputes, to bring about the opposition flared up in a prolonged and file being involved and without
The company's last offer was rerelease of imprisoned trade union and heated debate when delegates the rank and file knowing what
leaders and demands for improved by a 194 to 192 vote rejected a reso- they're doing, so people enacting jected by the union as merely perpetuating sweatshop wages and conlabor legislation highlighted the 11th lution which opposed as "detrimen- laws will get the message."
ditions: an immediate pay increase
annual convention of the B.C. Fed- tal to our imprisoned brothers" any
Over 400 delegates and trade un- of five cents per hour and
ten cents
eration of Labor held here Oct. 31- march on the court house on the day ion supporters participated in the
more in 1967, and no change in other
Nov. 4.
on which the appeals of the impris- demonstration. Placards carried by
Attending were 435 delegates rep- oned trade union leaders were to be those parading read: "No Injunc- work conditions.
The company is represented by
resenting 126,247 members, a gain of heard.
tions in Labor Disputes"; "Unionists Mrs. Edwin Selvin, a notorious
pro16,000 members over last year.. CaIn a compromise resolution the in Jail, Cabinet Ministers Are Free";
ponent of the open shop in Southern
nadian area ILWU locals were repre- delegates then agreed that the con- "Equality Yes, Injunctions No."
California. She has objected to signsented by 18 delegates.
vention convene at the court house
ACTIONS
ing a union contract, refuses to
"The year 1966 saw the courts find on the day before the appeals "and
Specific actions are to include:
sign a non-discriminatory clause,
honest men and women guilty of march around the court house for
• A lobby of all members of the and has shown no desire
to negoticontempt (of court) in two instances, approximately one hour, then recon- provincial legislature;
ate on any reasonable grounds.
saw trade unionists herded into jail vene at the convention hall."
• A defense fund to fight injuncLocal 26 won bargaining rights
Speaking in the debate Roy Smith, tions and assist jailed unionists
like common criminals," said Federfor the Barth and Dreyfuss terryCanadian
Area
president,
ILWU
ation president E. T. Staley in his
de- based on contributions of $2 per
cloth towel plant in a representaopening report to the convention. cried a "tendency to be against mili- member;
tional election in August. The union
tancy
here
and
there."
"Their crime: protesting the callous
—Continued on Back Page vote was
better than 2-1. The comattitude of their employers and the
pany produces Royal Terry towels
disgraceful use of the courts through
—Continued on Back Page
the strike-breaking injunctive weapon."
"You can't go on whipping your
horse if you want to get plowing
done," he warned. "There's a point
where the horse stops neighing and
starts kicking and that's the point
SAN FRANCISCO — Prelimi- weeks ago and reached unanimous
SAN FRANCISCO
we have reached against the use of
target
nary preparations are already agreement to strengthen and tight- date of November 18—isThe
injunctions in labor disputes."
not
going
en the already highly successful alto be met for the distribution of
Bitterness over the use of injunc- under way for joint ILWU and liance for joint
negotiations.
the $13 million Wage Guarantee
Teamster negotiations that will
MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Fund.
make 1967 a "warehouse year."
ILWU secretary -treasurer Louis
The trustees of the fund antiILWU and Teamster warehouse Goldblatt spoke of the many accomGot a hangover?
cipate that payment to eligible
locals in California will present a plishments already gained by joint
longshoremen and clerks will be
united front in bargaining when bargaining, and particularly about
No. Election returns.
made sometime in December.
negotiations begin after the turn of the inequities that have been wiped
The trustees reported this week
the
year
to
renew
a
contract
coverover
out
the
past
years.
Reagan?
that
the delay is being caused by
ing some 25,000 members in comAn ILWU-IBT committee coma number of men who have
mercial
and
distribution
warehouses
posed
of
Goldblatt,
with George
Yeah.
been found ineligible by joint port
between Bakersfield and the Oregon Mock and Bill Williams of the Teamlabor relations committees under
border.
sters
will supervise preparations for
How do you feel?
the established rules. Some of
The current three-year contract, the forthcoming negotiations. A subthese men have a right to a rejointly
negotiated
by
ILWU
and
committee was also set up that inLousy.
view before the coast arbitrator
IBT warehousemen in 1964, expires cluded Goldblatt, and Local 6 presiand
are utilizing all steps in the
next
June
1.
Outstanding
issue in dent Charles Duarte, secretaryPanicky?
grievance procedure.
the next contract is expected to be treasurer George Valter, and Local
Until these hearings are coma substantial wage increase.
17 secretary-treasurer Frank
No sweat. We got our union!
pleted and decisions rendered the
Representatives of ILWU and Thompson representing ILWU.
final distribution must be delayed.
Teamster warehouse unions met two
—Continued on Back Page

On the Bricks

BC Federation Fights Injunctions

ILWU, Teamsters Pledge
'Warehouse Year in '67

December Target
For Wage Fund
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Woman Power

be rePresident Bridges is on vacation. His column will
.
sumed upon his return

The Farce of Manila
The following editorial is reprinted from Missouri Teamster,
St. Louis.
official publication of Teamsters Joint Council 13,
By any standard, the much ballyhooed "summit confere-inence at Manila was a farce without laughs, a tongu
.
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had
show
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of Vietnam,
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Carefully Rehearsed
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HAT STANDS OUT with such clarity
is that the battle lines in women's
fight against poverty and injustice are to
be found in front of plants, hospitals, supermarkets, government buildings.
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Chico Nut
Plant Picks
Local 17

Members at
Wilmington
OK Pact

CHICO, Butte Co., Calif. — ILWU
Local 17 was chosen to represent
workers at the Continental Nut
Company in an October 28 National
Labor Relations Board election held
in this community, some hundred
miles north of Sacramento.
With 174 people eligible to vote,
ILWU tallied 90 votes against 71 for
no union, with two challenges, it
was announced by Frank Thompson, secretary-treasurer and business agent of Local 17.
ILWU organizer Oscar Jordan
spent some six months on this campaign to crack one of the largest
nut companies in the Northern California valley.
Thompson pointed out that when
the union started its organizational
campaign the company voluntarily
raised wages, presumably in order to
discourage the work force from voting for the union. During the busy
season the work force consists of
about 120 women and 54 men.
The base wage rate is now $1.93
per hour. Up till now there have
been no pensions, no 40-hour week,
no sick leave and inadequate vacation plans. The union intends to
move in as quickly as possible to
start negoiating better welfare provisions, plus other benefits.
A meeting of workers at Continental Nut was scheduled to elect a
contract committee to set up demands. Continental is the second
major nut plant to be organized in
Northern California. The other one
presently under union contract is
Diamond Walnut, Stockton, working
under Teainster jurisdiction.

WILMINGTON—A new twoyear contract with benefits totaling 35% cents an hour has been
approved by employees of Vegetable Oil Products (formerly
Drew Foods). These workers
form a unit of Chemical-AlliedOffice Workers Local 20, ILWU.

"Jessie Stove" with 16-foot deckload of lumber developed 15 percent list after
one and a half days at sea and returned to Victoria for unloading.

Shifting Lumber Deckload
Threatens BC Longshoremen
VICTORIA, BC—After a day and
a half at sea, the "Jessie Stove" with
a deckload of lumber developed a 15
percent list and had to be returned
here for unloading.
The dangerous work of unloading
was undertaken under the supervision of Canadian Area ILWU safety
director Andy Kotowich and Victoria
ILWU president Stan Ball.
This is the third time in seven
months that shifting deck loads of

lumber have threatened the safety
of longshoremen. In Alberni last May
a sudden shift of load on the "Archangel" resulted in spilling the load
overboard with one longshoreman
losing his life and five others injured. In Victoria last June a deckload spilled from the freighter
"Huntsland" but ILWU members had
left the job minutes earlier because
of the developing list.

Unions Rap Hospital Rate Increase
SAN FRANCISCO — "We are convinced that if all the facts were on
the table, it could be shown that
the wage increase (for nurses) could
be absorbed with little or no increase in hospital charges," ILWU
secretary-treasurer Louis Goldblatt
asserted in a statement presented to
the governor's fact-finding panel.
Goldblatt was one of several labor
spokesmen who proposed that hospitals be placed under public utility
control by the state. He is ILWU representative on the California Council for Health Plan Alternatives,
which is expected to meet soon to
deal with the critical problem of
hospital rates.
Other unions comprising the coun-

NCDC Covered
North with
Slate Cards
BRODERICK, Calif. — The Northern California District Council, gathering here Saturday, October 29,
concentrated its last meeting before
the general election on get-out-thevote campaigns in all areas.
District council secretary Michael
Johnson announced that slate cards
covering all Northern California
counties have been printed and distributed to ILWU members in the
entire area from the middle of the
state to the Oregon border.
The bulk of the council session
concerned itself with plans for mobilization, and leaflet distributions
on Saturday, November 5 and on a
full day's campaigning on November
8, election day.

cil are the Teamsters and several
major AFL-CIO organizations.
The nurses' increase of $100 to
$130 a month in October, with more
to come next April, was strongly
backed by ILWU and other unions.
It was granted upon recommendation of the panel appointed by Governor Brown.
FED UP
The raise was followed by hospital
spokesmen's predictions of bed-rate
increases as high as $15 a day.
Goldblatt's statement continued:
"As consumers of hospital care, we
are becoming increasingly fed up
with the arrogant position of the
hospitals -- their unwillingness to
make public their financial condition or to entertain any consumer
"If this attitude persists, I can
guarantee a rising , demand among
the unions for some sort of public
regulation of hospital rates, perhaps
through declaring hospitals to be
public utilities."
Bruce Poyer, acting secretary of
the council and research director for
the Western Conference of Teamsters, wrote to the 16 unions affiliated with the council on the day
after the nurses' union had called
for a fact-finding inquiry into the
rate-making policies of private hospitals.
MEETING SOON
Poyer said a council meeting
would be called soon after the election to consider sponsorship of legislation to regulate hospital charges
by placing them under state public
utility control.
George W. Johns, secretary of the
San Francisco Labor Council, asserted:
• "This business of hospitals unilat-

erally charging any rates they desire must be stopped.
"The nurses' pay increase is no
excuse for their failure to produce
complete financial reports that
would permit a public examination
of hospital administrative costs and
administration."
HYPOCRITICAL
Goldblatt's statement challenged
the assumption that adequate wages
for nurses would have to result in
higher bed rates:
"Since the hospitals hide their financial condition, it appears somewhat hypocritical on their part to
oppose the nurses' increase on the
ground that it will hurt the consumer. Their concern about the poor
consumer has never led them to take
him into their confidence about the
basis for their rates.
"While we do not consider ourselves to be experts in the organization of medical care, including hospital operation, those of us who have
been active in the Council for Health
Plan Alternatives have become
convinced that there is a great deal
of waste and inefficiency. This appears to be the consensus among
experts."
"Substantial increases in compensation for the nurses and for other
seriously underpaid workers employed by the hospitals could have
the effect of increasing efficiency
and reducing labor cost."
The California Nurses Association,
too, has called for a public inquiry
into rate making policies of private
hospitals.
"So far as we know there may be
no justification for higher bed rates
to pay our higher salaries," said Roy
Campbell, chairman of the CNA's
Bay area negotiating committee.

A wage increase of 10 cents an
hour was effective October 15. Three
additional increases will be made
during the period of the contract: 4
cents on April 15, 1967; 7'cents, October 15, 1967; 5 cents, April 15,
1968. Total wage boost will be 26
cents.
On July 15, 1967, a dental plan will
take effect, costing the employer 5
cents an hour per employee. It will
cover the employee for the first
year, and his wife starting a year
later. Children may be covered starting with the third or fourth year.
The vacation schedule has been
improved to three weeks after five
years. These workers already had
four weeks after 20 years.
HEALTH PLAN
Starting October 15, 1967, these
workers will be covered by the Kaiser health and welfare plan, an improvement over the present one.
The pension plan will be improved
by an additional company contribu1 2 cents an hour, starting
tion of 2/
September 15, 1968.
Some 20 other improvements were
made in contract clauses dealing
with safety, combination jobs, advance notice on layoffs, overtime,
new job classifications, grievance
procedure, meal periods and warning
notices.
The negotiating committee was
led by Sidney London, contract administrator for Local 20, assisted by
International Representative Chet
Meske and Charles (Chili) Duarte,
president of Local 6, San Francisco.
Other committee members are Ed
Hempeck, Greg Phillpott, Jim McKewen, Vince Chacon, Grant Gulley
and Bob Johnson.
Joe Ingram Dies
PORTLAND — Joe Ingram, long
time ILWU member, 1934 strike veteran and World War I vet died here
recently.

Peter Ting, member of the
Shake three-man
ILWU overseas
delegation in Southeast Asia, greets a
longshoreman on the docks of Bangkok,
Thailand. Delegates will soon be home
to report on their trip.
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Court Frees
Attorney on
Phony Rap

PORTLAND—ILWU International
Representative James S. Fantz was
one of the speakers at a dinner here
this week honoring attorney Reuben
G. Lenske. The dinner celebrated
Lenske's vindication by a federal appeals court in a case described by
the court majority as a "witch
hunt."
Lenske had been convicted in 1963
on three counts of evasion of federal
income taxes and one count of wilfully subscribing to a false income
tax return. He was sentenced to two
years in jail.
*(1(tIr
Slut, rf,:.7:4'
\11;k11
In 1959, the Internal Revenue
Vi;rwelei /966
Service assigned special agent Albert
Deschenes to check Lenske's income.
A Japanese analyst reports on a
Far East Trade & Development,
The conclusions reached here are
In 1961, he reported to his superiors
study of China's struggle to become
published in London, is widely read
based on a journalist's circuit of the
that Lenske, who had lived in Portan industrial power. He estimates
principal listening posts and watchin Europe and the Orient by those
land since 1925, was believed by the
that a breakthrough to economic
concerned with trade between those
towers on the rim of China—Tokyo,
FBI to be a communist.
growth driven by industrial investTaipei, Hong Kong, Singapore, Kuala
areas. It is a conservative publicaAs evidence Deschenes cited a
ment may be five to 10 years off.
tion, authoritative in the field of
Lumpur and Bangkok.
meeting called by Lenske to organworld trade.
ize a local chapter of the Lawyers
by Genko Uchida
by Charles J. V. Murphy
Guild and a letter to an editor statDuring the last 17 years the govIf we take Japan to be typical of ing that the US had violated its own
If one clear meaning has emerged
from the turmoil which since mid- ernment has been laying the foun- the modern industrialized country, laws and treaties as well as internasummer has agitated that vast, with- dation for a completely modern in- then by nearly all the indexes China tional law in some of its dealings
drawn nation, holding almost a dustrial structure, and has now for- is 10 to 15 years behind in technol- with Laos, China and Cuba.
quarter of the entire human race, mulated its plan for,the next five ogy. It is a striking fact that the
NO WITCH HUNT
it is that the Mao Tse-tung version years. China is determined to make Japanese engineers who have :visit"We reverse," wrote Judge J. Warof Communist theory and practice the new plan no less successful than ed China recently have in almost ren Madden in the majority decision.
every case found Chinese engineers "This court will not place its stamp
the first two have proved.
has failed catastrophically.
Gone is the poor and undeveloped today confronted by the same prob- of approval upon a witch hunt, a
For seven years the Peking regime has sought to confront the country, wracked by disease, famine, lems Japan attacked about 15 years crusade to rid society of unorthodox
thinkers and actors, by using federal
world with a blank wall. This vast and flood. In its place is a China ago.
Since China seems to be repeating income tax laws and federal courts
body politic publishes almost no of- vibrantly alive and marching toour history technologically, we can to put such people in the penitenficial economic statistics, admits few wards prosperity.
Constant technical progress and a perhaps also make a forecast of her tiary.
travelers, and makes a secret of the
"When the special agent's report
personalities and relationships of steady rise in labour productivity likely development in economic
came to his superiors, with his naive
the people at the summit of power. have been the major factors in terms.
building new enterprises, communiShe has emerged from the "take- disclosure at the very beginning of
All this notwithstanding, the recations, and transport, and improv- off" stage (to borrow a term from his report that he placed high
gime has not been able to keep seing the country's distribution sys- the US economist W. W. Rostow) among the reasons why Lenske
cret the enormous fact of its failure.
tem.
and entered the industrialization should be criminally prosecuted for
What is going on about and under
For a vast country of 9.6m. sq. km. stage. If she follows the experience income tax evasion, Lenske's being a
Mao is not so much a struggle for
and a population of 650m. to have of Japan, she will soon accumulate left-wing lawyer and having unorpower of the sort that periodically
accomplished as much as China has enough technical knowledge and thodox political and social ideas, his
shakes the Kremlin. It is a desperate,
done in the development of its na- capital to make a breakthrough into superiors should have immediately
even brutal effort by Mao to rescue
tional economy, within a span of a period of rapid economic growth, a removed him from the case and disshort of the brink a colossal revolu17 years, is indeed a tremendous growth that is driven by industrial credited every judgment which was
tion, based on a provincial concept
achievement.
contained in his recommendations."
investment.
of Marxism that has alienated and
A look at her present progress
Fantz in his talk recalled ILWU
even revolted all but the most insigIn 10 to 15 years she might attain
shows industrial production on the
charges that some governmental
income
equal
to
nificant fractions of the internacapita
Japan's
a per
upswing and continuing to rise.
such as IRS and the imtional Communist movement, and
present figure ($620). In that case agencies
China has more than proved its
migration
service have engaged in
national
income
has failed to supply China with even
would
China's gross
ability to plan and execute its own
hunts.
He referred to the rewitch
the elementary means of a workable
be about 70 percent as large as that
national construction programme on
attempts in past years to depeated
social, economic, and political sysof the US.
a fairly large scale. Despite being
port ILWU president Harry Bridges.
tem.
How far off is the impending
known as an under-developed counThe US government, Fantz said,
Even if Mao surmounts the curtry, it has invested from its own breakthrough for China? My own is "the most powerful litigant in the
rent crisis and succeeds in constructresources, and has organized and estimate is five to 10 years. One may world," and most people back off
ing a new command control appaenlarged a strong and efficient sci- wonder, of course, whether recent from such an adversary. "Bridges
ratus, it will be extremely difficult,
political events in China, apparent did not back off. And it is to Lenentific and technical team.
perhaps even impossible, for him to
It can be said that China was to the outside world largely in the ske's everlasting credit that he did
scrape together, from the meager wholly
dependent on foreign sources activities of the so-called "Red not."
supply of capital and technical and for
HALLINAN, TOO
its requirement of petroleum Guards," will affect this timetable.
managerial talent in China's inven- products, rolled steel, machinery In this connection I shall observe
Vincent Hallinan, attorney who
tory, anything like the means that equipment before 1949, but she now that Japan suffered from similar po- represented Bridges in some cases,
must be mobilized if his country is claims to be able to supply over 96 litical instability in the years be- served a prison term for tax evasion.
to meet the needs of its increasing per cent of steel products and about fore World War II. Thereafter the Hallinan charged that the case
pace of her progress toward indus- against him was politically motimillions and, beyond, to qualify as a 90 per cent of industrial plants and
trialization
was quicker.
vated.
modern, versatile, rationally indus- equipment for her present requirements.
In
Judge Madden's decision said that
petroleum,
she is now selftrialized state.
the judgments made by the special
sufficient.
Mao still has no solution for liftagent in his recommendations "can
ing the food supply above a bare
only be described as grotesque. His
subsistence level, or for imparting a
two and a half years of investigaself-sustaining velocity to the faltertion had convinced him that Lenske
SEATTLE—Gene Q. Navarro has had evaded taxes for 1955 in the
ing and haphazard impulse toward
been
re-elected president and busi- amount of $11,465.
industrialization.
HOQUIAM, Wash.—A retired vet- ness agent of Fish Cannery Work"The trial resulted in a finding
eran of ILWU Local 24 died recently, ers Local 37 here, with 702 of the that Lenske's taxes for 1955 would
G.W.Ball Re-elected
after a lifetime of work on North- 880 votes cast.
have been $414.78.
By Victoria Local 504
west waterfronts.
Others elected were Johnny Lu"On an examination testing his
He was Robert (Ed) Walker, 75, cer9, vice-president; Amor L. Guer- accuracy the special agent would
VICTORIA, BC—G. W. Ball has
been returned as president of Vic- retired since 1956 under the ILWU- zon, secretary - treasurer; Bennie have scored less than 4 out of a postoria Local 504 of the ILWU. Other PMA pension. He first came to Grays Aballa, dispatcher; Magno S. Rudio, sible 100."
Judge Madden commented that
officers elected include: vice presi- Harbor in 1916 and had lived in patrolman; Conrad Barba and Ted
Hoquiam
Joe
for
Ayson,
some
40
years.
the
Daddeo,
Ralph
evidence showed that Lenske
trustees;
dent G. C. Richards; secretary-treasWalker was an organizer and Badua, Tony Baruso, Florentino Bo- had cooperated in every way, used
urer and dispatcher G. F. Snelling;
recording secretary J. McKay; exec- charter member of Local 24, had lante, Pantal Cabuena, Matt Lag- no subterfuge, and that in most
utive board: R. C. Seymour, K. S. served as union president, secretary, unilla, Joe A. Madarang, Hipolito cases the differences between LenNutt, W. S. Jackson, K. Rowlands, dispatcher, member of the executive Peralta and Arthur Quebral, exec- ske and the government were of inboard and labor relations committee. utive council members.
terpretation.
J. E. Gray,J. Morgan.
PCSLISIIM

PrilL1,1:10., 1,11,

Local 24 Veteran
Ed Walker Dies

Seattle Local 37
Chooses Officers
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and .the stench of poverty
By Ah Quon McElrath

Mrs. Ah Quon McElrath, social
worker with Hawaii's ILWU Local 142
for the last 10 years, spent three and a
half months this summer in Alabama
with the Tuskegee Institute Community
Education Program.
With nine other students, she was
placed on the project through the
School of Social Work at the University of Michigan where she spent the
last academic year.
S I DROVE DOWN Highway 80
into Alabama last May with
some of my fellow students from the
University of Michigan School of Social Work, I was immediately struck
by the heavy scent of honeysuckle
and magnolia and the rolling hills
with their verdant growth.
I thought that this was not much
unlike Hawaii which greets its visittors with fragrant plumeria, multicolored hibiscus, and ever-green
mountains.
But the similarity ended there.
For me a lifetime resident of Hawaii,
the similarity ended as soon as I
saw the first signs "Colored Only"
and "White Only" at drinking fountains, rest rooms, and doctors' offices.
It isn't that I was unprepared for
this kind of difference spawned by
centuries of an ideology of white supremacy. After all, I had read books
of the South; I had seen government
reports; I had studied the statistics
of the Census Bureau; I had seen
pictures in magazines and newspapers.
But the difference became even
more glaring as I began to work
with the Negroes and whites during
the three and one half months that
I lived in Alabama.
For me who had come from a
multi-racial situation where people
have learned to make accommodations to living and working with
each other regardless of skin color,
the extreme division between black
and white in the South and the evils
this division has brought about were
hard to take.
I lived on the Tuskegee Institute
campus in Macon County (sponsors
of the Community Education Program funded by the offices of economic opportunity and education)
for awhile, then moved into Lowndes County where I worked on a
health survey.
While on campus, I lived in the
dormitories where all my roommates
and new-found friends were Negro.
Eighty-five percent of the Tuskegee students need financial help to
go through college.
Many of them come from impoverished rural areas where they spent
their childhood chopping cotton,
picking vegetables, and planting
grain between spells of getting an
education in schools definitely inferior in quantity and quality.
While working in Lowndes County,
where 81 percent of the 16,000 residents are Negroes, I gained firsthand knowledge of what poverty
really means.
The median income for Negro
families in Lowndes County is $953
a year. The income in the Negro
family with whom I lived came from
the woman's working sporadically as
a domestic at $10 per week, six days

A

table and said, "If you don't pick up
that bunch of keys and get to work
right away, you'll all be fired."
The leader of the group said afterwards,"What could we do? We can't
get jobs anywhere else, and we've
got to feed our families, so we picked
up the keys and went back to work."
In another county, a worker tried
to get some of his fellow workers to
join with him in a walkout to force
the manufacturing company to increase their wages.
This worker was picked up on a
trespassing charge and sentenced to
six months in jail.
After seeing what the ILWU has
done for workers not only in Hawaii
but also on the mainland, it is hard
to stomach the fact that even now
in the United States the right of
workers to organize and bargain collectively
is frustrated at every turn.
a week, 10 hours a day and from
For there is almost no industrial
contributions from her relatives who
had gone North, and from whatever democracy in the South whose history is full of frustrated organizing
she could sell from her gardening.
drives, violence, and fear, plus seg$2.50 PER DAY
regated locals.
About 50 percent of the able-bodThis is not to say that there are
ied workers in Lowndes work at ag- no unions down South. There are,
riculture where the wages are $2.50 but by and large they are the craft
per day, for Negro field hands. Cer- locals whose orbit of organization is
tainly a far cry from Hawaii's organ- narrow.
The labor unions can still provide
ized agricultural workers who are
the highest paid in the world. The an answer to the economic probother Negro members of the work lems of the impoverished workers if
force were lucky if they could find they will get off the dime.
jobs in the few service stations, govDuring the time that I lived in
ernment offices, and in adjoining Lowndes, I found not only what it
means to live without conveniences,
counties.
Many of the young girls with but also how little human beings
whom I talked told me that they really need.
Every night I would carry water
made only 50 cents per hour working in restaurants and hospitals. , from the outside to pour into a
Parents worried about their sons #3 tub for a bath. Anyone used to
and daughters who could not find "conventional" tubs and showers
work in either Lowndes or the ad- should try a bath in a #3 tub.
joining counties.
We washed dishes in two dish pans
It is no wonder then that Lowndes because there was no sink and no
has an unemployment rate of 16 running water in the house.
percent, 10 percent more than the
After bathing, washing clothes,
figure which classifies an area as and dishes and brushing my teeth,
"distressed."
I always made sure that the water
During the time that I was in was dumped on the plants. The waAlabama, some of the Negro jani- ter's not for wasting, especially
torial staff at one of the universi- when many of the families must buy
ties wanted to stage a work stop- their water, or try to catch the rain
page to force the administration to which seldom came during the hot
increase their wages.
summer that I was there.
The personnel department got
So, the census material about
wind of this move. The department housing units in Lowndes took on a
head herded the workers into a personal significance after I lived in
room, tossed a bunch of keys on the Alabama.

In Lowndes, where there are 3768
housing units, 3,000 have no sewage
disposal. There is no piped water in
2,691 homes and no flush toilets in
1911 of these units. Nearly one third,
or 1,053 homes are either deteriorated or dilapidated.
As I met with families in their
homes and as I passed the old
shacks off dirt roads (almost no
roads leading to Negro communities
are paved), I remembered the families I used to visit in Dream City at
Kahului and the neat little homes
that our members own or are buying
in Waipahu, Ewa, and the other
plantation communities.
MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN
After I began working on the
health survey with my colleagues
from Tuskegee and with volunteer
medical students and doctors who
belonged to the Medical Committee
for Human Rights, the toll of discrimination, one-crop economy, and
man's inhumanity to man became
clear.
We examined 2,000 men, women,
and children in Lowndes County.
These consisted of those who attended the five tutorial centers in
the county and others who had heard
about the survey and were eager to
see a doctor and get an examination
which they had never had before.
On $953, give or take a couple of
hundred, Negroes in Lowndes can't
afford any kind of medical care,
preventive or otherwise, except for
acute and emergency situations.
There are only two white doctors
in Lowndes for 16,000 people. To
boot, they have segregated quarters.
The national average is one doctor
per 785 patients. In Hawaii,the average is one doctor per 850 patients. In
San Francisco, the average is one
doctor for every 300 patients.
As for dentists, there are only two
of them in Lowndes. Dental authorities say that there should be one
dentist to 1500 patients if optimum
dental care is to be dispensed. Couple this with lack of proper diet and
you have a picture of bad teeth in
youngsters and dentures in the older
residents of Lowndes.
A tabulation of some of the results
of the survey showed that 96 percent
of the people examined had below
normal hemoglobins,indicating some
form of anemia.
Although this is a rough picture,
it at least points to several factors
which contribute to this condition:
the lack of iron in the soil which
has been depleted of its richness
through centuries of a one-crop
economy — cotton; multiple births
which drain a mother of her blood
supply, hemorrhoids, which untreated can lead to blood loss, and parasites of different kinds which also
lead to blood loss.
Many of the mothers we interviewed said they would not have had
so many children if they only knew
how to plan. Many of them had had
one or two deaths of children.
Those of us on the. survey team
were surprised that as many of the
children were able to survive in the
face of the less than complete medical care that Negroes receive in the
South.
CHILD MORTALITY
In Lowndes for the year 1965,
there were 265 Negro births. Of this
number 11 died before they reached
one year of age; six died before they
reached their sixth month. In addition there were seven still births.
This means that the infant mortality rate in Lowndes, always an index of the health of a community,
—Continued on Page 6
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Sweet scent of magnolia
... and the stench of poverty
Continued from Page 5—

Mrs. Letha Lucas (left) and Mrs. Joe Jakovac with check from ILWU auxiliary
which spearheaded fund drive to bring two Oregon tots home from a German
orphanage. The children's grandfather, Herbert Morris of Coos Bay, is holding
picture of the children. Oregon Governor Mark Hatfield and Rep. Wendell Wyatt
helped cut red tape.
—Coos Bay World photo

Auxiliary Women Help to
Re-unite Coos Bay Family
COOS BAY — Two Oregon tots
stranded in a German orphanage
since January will be back with
their grandparents, the Herbert
Morrises of Coos Bay, in time for
Thanksgiving, and probably sooner,
thanks to the efforts of President
Letha Lucas, Mrs. Joe Jakovac and
other members of ILWU Auxiliary 1.
The children, Herbert Paul Morris,
3, and Linda Elaine, 2, were taken
from their grandparents' home,
where they had lived since Linda
was eight days old, and whisked to
Germany by their German mother,
ostensibly for a visit. Instead she
left them in an orphanage in Hanover.
Although the tots were born in
this country and their father is an
enlisted Army private who married
when he was on foreign duty, all efforts to get the children back failed

until, the ILWU women started a
"Bring the Morris children home by
Christmas" fund.
Mrs. Lucas asked 17 labor and civic organizations for monetary help.
Auxiliary members placed Christmas-wrapped jars for donations in
over 60 business establishments in
the North Bend-Coos Bay area.
Local 12 voted a $200 donation,
the Retail Clerks sent a large check;
other contributions came from individuals and from groups, ranging
from Elks Lodge 1160 to the TransAtlantic Brides and Parents' Association.
More than $1,500 had been collected last week, and Bob White of Rep.
Wendell Wyatt's Washington office
was flying to Hamburg to bring the
children to New York where they
will be transferred to an Oregonbound plane.

NCDC Ladies Defend Rights
SAN FRANCISCO — Actions relating to civil rights and welfare of
minorities in Portland and San
Francisco were taken by the Northern California District Council of
ILWU Auxiliaries meeting here October 23.
Letters of commendation were
sent to Judges Kennedy and Underwood for their humane disposition
of cases arising out of the disturbances at Hunter's Point, San Francisco.
Copies of these letters were sent
to Mayor Shelley, along with a letter saying, in part:
"It is our feeling that more representation in both the police and fire
departments from Negro and other
minority groups is long overdue....
there must be minority representatation on the police and fire depart-

ment commissions. We urge the creation of a citizens police review
board.
Regarding a demonstration of San
Francisco police and firemen in support of a policeman who had shot
and killed a 16-year-old Negro boy,
the letter to Shelley stated:
"We were appalled to observe the
outright 'Birch Society' sentiments
expressed . . . we were alarmed at
the implications of the infiltration
of such elements into these important departments."
Other actions included October 29
birthday greetings to Senator Wayne
Morse and praise for his efforts to
bring an end to the war in Vietnam.
Copies of Felix Greene's book "Vietnam! Vietnam!" were ordered for
distribution by the auxiliaries to libraries and organizations.

was more than three times the national average per 1,000 live births.
Those of us in Hawaii who receive
comprehensive medical and dental
care, including maternity care,
through our collective bargaining
agreements, would find it hard to
conceive of the fact that only 64.1
percent of the Negro babies in Alabama are born in hospitals.
On the other hand, 98.7 percent
of the white babies are delivered in
hospitals. The story is that no matter how poor the "poor white," the
welfare department is always there
to help them.
A low percentage of Negro babies
are born in hospitals simply because
parents have no money (they use
midwives of which there are 16 in
Lowndes), hospitals practice discrimination, and there are no comprehensive medical plans which provide care that unionized workers
take for granted.
The wonder becomes even greater
as you see the children batting and
fielding like big league baseball
players. Somewhere from the group
of boys I watched tossing a baseball
around at one of the Centers will
come a big-league baseball .player
despite the fact that he started out
life in such poverty stricken circumstances.
SLOW FILTER
Although Alabama boasts of a very
progressive public health code, the
effects of such a code filter down
only very slowly to the residents of
the state. Alabama stands 48th
among the 50 states in public health
expenditures; just as it stands 48th
in expenditures for its school system.
In Lowndes County, $20,000 is appropriated by the county for public
health activities. Of this amount,
$10,000 is put up by the county and
the other $10,000 by the state which
only last year levied a one cent tax
on cigarettes to pay for the operations of the departments of health
and mental health.
So in Lowndes County the per
capita expenditure for the county
health department comes up to $1.25
per year, the cost of 12 and a half
glasses of coke over a counter.
All kinds of statistics and stories
can be written about Lowndes and
repeated in many other Southern
communities. There are the stories
of high interest rates, the tent cities
built up by families evicted from
their homes for registering to vote
(Lowndes still has its tent city where
four of the original 75 evicted families still live), the separate but unequal schools attended by Negro
children (only one out of every 259
Negro children in Alabama attends a
desegregated school), the governbr
who received a rising ovation in the
legislature when he shouted defiance
of the desegregation guidelines and
invited complying counties to rescind
their action.
All of these stories add up to a
dismal picture; a situation which
makes one wonder when the South

will ever be more than just a physical part of the United States.
PEOPLE STIRRING
But, as has been said over and
over again, there is a great stirring
among the Negroes in the South,
despite the fear and the apathy
that still exists. It is a movement
that is heartening, especially because
it points up the great resilience of a
group of citizens who have been oppressed for so long.
In Lowndes, the Negroes have
formed the Lowndes County Christian Movement for Human Rights.
Through its political arm, the Freedom Organization (more popularly
known as the Black Panther Party),
the people have placed themselves on
the ballot, but not without a fight.
They are running seven candidates
in the November elections — three
members for the board of education,
sheriff, tax assessor, tax collector
and coroner.
The officers and the members are
confident that they will do well. They
have more than 2,000 registered voters, and they think they should win
a few seats in the county elections.
But they know that the whites will
do everything to resurrect dead bodies on November 8.
After all, the voters lists have not
been revised for the last 10 years.
The Freedom organization doesn't
know if the whites will allow any
Negroes to take office, even if they
are elected by the majority of the
voters.
MAJORITY POWER
They know, however, that black
power in this local situation makes
sense. And they see nothing wrong
with letting the majority decide what
it wants. After all, they have always
been taught that the majority rules.
In the ILWU the members have
always gone along with this democratic principle, whether it is used
for endorsing a candidate for political office or for conducting a strike
vote.
The South may be stirring, but the
stirring is slow and uneasy. The people who hold back progress are still
strong, and any threat to the power
that they hold is resisted.
Aid and comfort to these forces
are given, inadvertently or otherwise,
by individuals like Mike Mansfield
of Montana who gave in to Southern
congressmen when they screamed
that federal guidelines to desegregation are moving too rapidly and
others who deliberately distort the
black power concept.
Nothing short of massive federal
and trade union intervention can
bring to the South the great society
that we boast about so freely. The
great society simply does not exist
for the bulk of the Southern Negroes.
One can be left only with anger
and shame that the rest of the nation has only tentatively begun to
tackle the problem of bringing some
measure of security, dignity, and
democracy to this large section of
second class citizens not only in the
South but also in the North.
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Election Notices
For Coast Locals
Local 6, San Francisco and Bay Area
Local 6, ILWU, San Francisco and
Bay Area, will hold its election on
Thursday, November 17, 1966 to fill
the offices of president, secretarytreasurer, dispatchers, business
agents, convention and district
council delegates and a total of 28
members of the executive board
from the various divisions. Also on
the ballot will be the following
proposition:
"Are you in favor of raising dues
$1.00 per month so that member's
beneficiary will get $1,000 life insurance; and beneficiary of members
who retire after this insurance goes
into effect will get $500? (This includes all dues paying members no
matter if working or not.)"
All polling will be on November 17
at the following locations:
SAN FRANCISCO — November 17
(Thursday), 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 150
Golden Gate Avenue, ILWU Building, Golden Gate between Jones and
Leavenworth. (Special note to San
Francisco pensioners: Pensioners can
vote only at 150 Golden Gate Avenue—no other locations.)
In addition to 150 Golden Gate
Avenue, for the convenience of San
Francisco members who work or live
on the Peninsula, votes may also be

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List
SAN foRANCISCO—Following is
the November, 1966, list of dockworkers retired under various
ILWU-PMA plans:
Local 8:'Henry N. Jensen, Walter V. Lang, James Murray, Carl
L. Nagel, Gus A. Naudts, Russell
E. Pitchford, Joseph W. Raymond; Local 10: James Allen, Sidney Baker, Louis H. Bergstrom,
Antonio R. Cabral, Lonnie Crunk,
Jr., Carl Eickhoff, Esder E. Hill,
Gunnar Johnson, John Magano,
George Martin, S. D. Martoosivich,
Manuel J. Muleiros, Samuel Molina, Mervy Mosley, Bernard J.
Mullin, Alex W. Obiols, John A.
Rivas, Jose Rodriguez, Guiseppi
Salvemini, Antonio Santana, Leslie M. Stables, Ernest Struberg,
Frank J. Turner, Anthony Wagner, Hillard White, Andrew
Wright.
Local 12: Eugene C. Shanklin;
Local 13: Murl Allsup, Pedro H.
Cabrera, Lucian H. Comer, Willie
Daniels, Ralph L. Duke, Raymond
Harding, Robert A. Johnson, Martin L. Mastin, Steve Oliveri, Jose
H. Santamaria; Local 19: George
R. Clement, Nickolas E. Fallow,
Carter C. Taylor; Local 23: Knudt
0. Olson; Local 24: Roy S. Phillipi; Local 29: Clemente Corona,
Manuel Cosio; Local 34: Peter J.
McSweeney, James B. Peoples,
Gerard J. Preston, Harold A.
Slease; Local 46: Edward G.
Ovieda.
Local 50: Arthur A. Bakka;
Local 52: David W. Burns, Edwin
B. Kelley, Fayette J. Nickerson;
Local 54: Harley Kimmel, Joseph
D. Simonaro; Local 63: George W.
Carson, Oren C. Cook, William G.
Ornelas; Local 91: Hayward L.
Hammond, Ove T. Johnson, Jack
Stecher; Local 94: William J.
Ellis; Local 98: Elmer M. Barth,
Hubert Howard.
The widows are: Stella M. Andersen, Myrtle E. Bergman, Laurette M. Cassin, Ethel B. Hill, Lula
Kennedy, Addle Mae Mack, Teresa
Marshall, Blanche P. Walker.
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B SHOTS AND LITTLE FISHES
411.-

BYfIdço-

AVING DEALT in the last two
columns with dressing techcast on November 17 at South San
Francisco-11 a.m. to 7 p.m., United niques for deer and pheasant we put
Steel Workers Hall, Local 1069, 208 the cap on the series with a rundown
Miller Avenue, South San Francisco. on "HOW TO DRESS A DUCK."
EAST BAY-7 a.m. to 9 p.m., Union (You'll note we used a Canadian
Hall, 99 Hegenberger Road, Oakland. honker in the illustrations, a large
Other locations: The Finnish Broth- bird, easy to handle. Basically the
erhood Hall, 1970 Chestnut Street, same method can be used for other
Berkeley, November 17, 12 noon to 9 species. Artwork is by Harold Cramer
p.m.; or at the Veterans Memorial Smith, staff artist, Oregon Game
Building, 200 Grand Avenue, Oak- Comm.) Here 'tis:
land, 12 noon to 9 p.m. (Special note
to Oakland pensioners: Pensioners
can vote only at 99 Hegenberger
STEP No.5—Wash bird thoroughly
Road.)
and drain well. After draining, the
PENINSULA:
bird can be packaged in freezer bag,
San Jose-7 a.m. to 7 p.m., at 580
aluminum
foil or double-thickness
Lorraine Avenue, San Jose.
locker paper. Package should be airRedwood City-7 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
tight! Mark species of bird and date
Foresters of America Hall, Middleof kill for sequence use.
field Road. (Redwood City pensionFor those duck hunters who may
ers vote only in Redwood City.)
Step
be required to keep downed wingers
NORTH BAY—Vote at the following locations:
STEP No. 1—First thing is to start in the field for a few days—without
C & H Locker Room-7 a.m. to at the head feathers and work to- refrigeration—a few suggestions are
8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. ward the feet. A proven method for offered. Leaving the feathers on proPort Costa Brick Works-10 a.m.
picking is to grasp small groups of vides excellent insulation, helping to
Fibreboard (Pabco), Martinez-12 feathers between thumb and fore- retain the cold through the warm
noon to 1 p.m.
finger and turn hand over in a move- days. Hang the birds up at night if
Richmond Brick-1:30 p.m.
ment akin to turning a key in a key- possible and leave hanging in the
Scott and Gilbert-2 p.m.
hole. You may tear the skin if you shade during the day.
Antioch Unit — Kaiser Gypsum, try to remove too many feathers at
In field dressing the internal orMain Gate-7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., and a time.
gans must be removed. Also make an
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
incision in the neck to remove windStandard Pipe-12 noon.
pipe and crop. If crop contains food
STOCKTON — November 17
matter, its removal is essential as
(Thursday), 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., union
spoilage in this area can taint the
hall, 24 South Monroe Street, Stockmeat. Remove gizzard, heart and
ton.
liver.
USE NO WATER TO CLEAN THE
Local 25, Anacortes, Wash.
BIRDS! Wipe the body cavity with
Local 25, ILWU, Anacortes, Wash.,
a clean rag after all the insides are
will hold its election Dec. 9, 1966 to
removed. As the body cavity dries,
fill the offices of president, vice
a glaze will form and act as a propresident, secretary-treasurer, retective film against flies and other
cording secretary and 3 members of
insects.
STEP No. 2—At this point the oil
the executive board. Nominations
If the days warm up a bit, pack
will be made until Dec. 19, 1966 at gland in the tail may be removed. the birds in a sleeping bag or wrap
stop-work meeting, 401 Commercial Cut the entire gland free and make in canvas to help hold the cold.
Ave., Anacortes, Wash. Polling will sure you remove all whitish material
*
*
*
be between the hours of 7 p.m. and in the two glands under the skin.
ILWU Members and the members
9 p.m. at Longshore Hall, 401 Com- (Leaving feet and head on up to this of their families can earn
a pair of
point provides "handles" to work
mercial Ave., Anacortes, Wash.
the illustrated LUHRS Wobblers by
with.)
Local 31, Bandon, Oregon
Local 31, ILWU, Bandon, Oregon,
will hold its primary election Dec.
8, 1966 and final election Jan. 5,
1967 to fill the offices of president,
3 sending in a clear photo of a fishing
vice president, secretary-treasurer,
or hunting scene—and a few words
recording secretary and 3 members
as to what the photo is about.
of the executive board. Nominations
Send it to:
will be made Dec. 1, 1966 at regular
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDLW, Box 508,
stop-work meeting. Polling will be
Portland, Oregon 97207.
between the hours of 8 and 10 p.m.
Please mention your local number.
at City Hall, Bandon, Oregon.
Of course, retired members are eligible.
Local 32, Everett, Wash.
Local 32, ILWU, Everett, Washington, will hold its primary election
STEP No. 3—Bird is "broken
December 5, 1966 and final election
December 12 and 13, 1966 to fill the down," providing easy access for reoffices of president, vice president, moval of internal organs after latsecretary-treasurer, recording secre- eral incision is made along base of
Please look at the address label
tary and 6 members of the executive the rib cage. For large birds the edge
on this copy of your Dispatcher.
board. Nominations will be made of the table serves as a fulcrum.
Is there a five-figure zip code
December 5, 1966. Polling will be benumber after the city and state?
tween the hours of 7 a.m. and 5 p.m.
If not, it will have to be added
at Union Hall, 1016 Hewitt Ave.,
at once or you will not receive the
Everett, Washington.
paper after the end of this year.
The US Post Office will refuse secLocal 54, Stockton, Calif.
ond class mail without zip codes,
Local 54, ILWU, Stockton, Califorstarting January 1, 1967.
nia, will hold its election Dec. 22,
If your label lacks a zip number,
1966 and run-off election Dec. 28,
tear off the corner of the page
1966 to fill the offices of president,
with the label, write your zip code
vice president, secretary-treasurer,
on it plainly, and get it to your
night and relief dispatcher, labor relocal union secretary. (If there is
lations committee and caucus deleany mistake in your name or ad51-ep
gates and 9 members of the execudress, correct that, too.)
tive board. Nominations will be made
STEP No. 4—Remove liver, heart
Also, whenever you send a
from December 7, 1966 through noon and gizzard for giblets. Peel away
change of address to The DisDecember 17, 1966. Polling will be muscle from gizzard sac; careful not
patcher or to any ILWU office,
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 7 to cut into sac. Wrap giblets in wax
please be sure to include your
p.m. at 22 N. Union St., Stockton, paper for storage in body cavity if
zip number.
California.
the bird is to be frozen.

H

Si-ep 5

40111

ZIP—Or Else
No Paper

4
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Sweatshop
Struck by
Local 26

British Columbia Federation of Labor
convention parade around court house,
November 2. More than 400 participants protested use of

BC Protest

Continued from Page 1—
• Presentation of a brief to the
BC cabinet;
• Distribution of 100,000 pamphlets to the public;
• A conference of all interested
groups and organizations on the injustice of injunctions.
BC labor laws came in for severe
criticism at the convention. On the
recommendation of President Staley,
the delegates agreed to press for the
establishment of a three-party commission representing labor, government and management, to rewrite
"our labor laws to provide for constructive labor relations without fear
of injunctions, political and economic restrictions that can only embitter labor-management relations."
LEGISLATION
Labor legislation demanded by the
convention included:
• An end to government-supervised
strike votes which delegates regarded as "an unwarranted intrusion into trade union affairs;"
• A provincial law barring the use
of strike breakers;
• Stiff fines for employers who violate labor statutes and regulations;
• A basic across- the- board minimum wage of $1.75 an hour for
men and women;
• Legislative amendments to make
technological and other major
changes in working conditions introduced during the life of a collective agreement a subject for
negotiation up to and including
the right to strike.
ANNUAL WAGE
The Canadian labor congress will
be asked to press for a national guaranteed annual wage for all workers.
Delegates decided to give full support to any union fighting for a
shorter work week and also asked
that a shorter work week be established in the forest industry.
Economic policy adopted by the
convention included a proposal for
establishment of an economic council in BC "to provide us with the
weapons of an economic policy."

court injunctions in labor disputes. In center of picture, light
rain coat, with pipe, is Roy C. Smith, Canadian area president, ILWU.

Declaring that present• inflation
is caused by high profits, delegates
decided to press for "effective restraints on costs, prices, profits, dividends and corporate executive compensation" to secure "a balanced
incomes policy for economic expansion and full employment," a rolling
back of interest rates; government
funds at lowered interest rates for
home construction; and nationalization of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
PEACE IN VIETNAM
In a strong stand for peace in
Vietnam, delegates called for the immediate removal of all foreign troops
from Vietnam and condemned proposals in the US that the war be
further escalated including the use
of nuclear weapons.
Going on record as "emphatically
opposed to nuclear arms stored in
Canada," the convention also asked
Prime Minister Pearson to keep his
election promise to negotiate the
withdrawal of US nuclear weapons
from Canadian soil.
Pleas for labor unity were contained in a resolution endorsed by
the convention which deplored divi-

ILWU, Teamsters Pledge
'Warehouse Year' in '67

Continued from Page 1—
Teamster representatives will be
Mark O'Reilly, Joe Dillon, Frank
Farro, George Pedrin, and "Doc"
Sumner.
JOINT STRIKE
These preparations are based on a
very sound foundation. In June,
1961, ILWU and Teamsters delivered
a major victory after a three-day
joint strike. That settlement was
hailed by Goldblatt at the time as
"outstanding progress toward warehouse stabilization." A year earlier,
similar joint action won warehousemen a 21 cents across - the - board
wage increase.
Three years later, in June, 1964,
after 25,000 warehouse members of
both unions authorized their joint
negotiating committees to hit the
bricks if need be, unity at the bargaining table won a substantial wage
By, J. R.(Bob) Robertson
increase, plus numerous fringe benVice President J. R. Robertson is on efits, a dental plan, group health
vacation. His column will be resumed and welfare coverage, vacations and
many other improvements.
upon his return,

,On the

MARCH

sions in labor's ranks and urged the
Canadian Labor Congress to become
"Canada's trade union center," linking together all unions in the country now outside the CLC.
"Until we have a completely united
trade union movement," said Canadian Area ILWU president Roy Smith
in the debate, "the employers and
people who enact these anti-labor
laws will have the upper hand."
In other resolutions the convention called for:
• A house-to-house registration of
voters before any provincial election;
• Reduction of the voting age in all
elections to 18 years;
• Action by the Canadian Labor
Congress to head a nation-wide
campaign aimed at having a comprehensive medical care insurance
plan adopted by the Canadian
government by July 1, 1967;
• Provincial legislation to compel
car manufacturers to implement
safety standards outlined by the
national Safety Council;
• A provincial government auto insurance scheme.

The joint ILWU - IBT meeting,
held October 26 of this year, and
chaired by George Mock, president
of the Western Warehouse and Produce Council, IBT, set up machinery
expected to strengthen the bargaining process.
In a letter dated November 3,
1966, and sent to all warehouse locals of ILWU and the Teamsters in
Northern California, it was stated
that "experiences of the past nine
years have shown that through the
cooperation of the Teamster and
ILWU warehouse locals and through
the informal machinery of the
Northern California Warehouse
Council we have made excellent
gains and achieved a high degree
of ,stability within this industry."
With this as a starter, machinery
is now in operation, officers of both
unions stated, to make 1967 a "warehouse year" in every sense of the
word, backed up by the strength of
both international unions.

Continued from Page 1—
which are distributed to department
stores, discount stores and retail
drug stores.
BOYCOTT URGED
During the first week of the strike
Local 26 members passed out leaflets at such stores as the May Company, Newberry, J. C. Penney, the
Broadway, Sears, and many others,
giving information on the strike
and asking customers not to buy
Royal Terry towels.
Several days ago, Bert Corona,
president of MAPA,(Mexican-American Political Association) spoke to
the strikers, and a statewide boycott
of the Barth and Dreyfuss terrycloth
product is under consideration.
Last month the workers here
heard an inspired speech by Mrs.
Dolores Huerta, an organizer of the
Delano farm strike and vice president of the National Farm Workers
Association, who described to them
what the farm workers achieved on
the picket line in the valley grape
strike.
'WE CAN DO IT'
Local 26 business agent Frank Lopez, who has been concentrating his
efforts on the Barth and Dreyfuss
situation, reported that after the
women heard Huerta many of them
left the meeting saying, "If they
can do it, so can we."
The union had attempted, by
many efforts, to avoid a final showdown, and called in conciliators to
attempt to deal with the dispute, all
without success. At last report further conciliation efforts will still be
tried.
Since the strike started, a local
court has granted the company an
injunction limiting the number of
pickets at each entrance, and the
distance from the two buildings that
pickets must stand.
TERRIBLE HARDSHIPS
Frank Lopez commented, "These
women have endured terrible hardships in that sweatshop. Sometimes
when it rains outside, the water
pours through the roof, and some of
the women must work with towels
on their heads or umbrellas tied to
their backs to keep from getting wet.
There aren't enough restrooms, it
gets terribly hot in the summer, and
freezing in the winter.
"But these are good, honest, hardworking people who have been exploited for so long, and discriminated against for so many years, that
they finally decided they've had
enough.
MEXICAN-NEGRO UNITY
"They are showing great militancy. And the most beautiful thing
to watch," Lopez continued, "is the
complete unity between the Mexicans and the Negroes. The bosses
tried to divide them, as bosses always do, but they can't do it, and
they won't do it.
"They're going to stick together."
The negotiating committee, in addition to business agent Frank Lopez, consists of Esther Aguilar, Maria Gonzalez, Soledad Cisneros, Elvira Galindo, Eunice Humes, and
George Ellis.

Due to the national holiday
schedule The Dispatcher went
to press while election returns
were incomplete. Analysis of
results as labor is affected will
appear in the next issue.

