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Everything's Open

April 1 1966

One Hour
Strike; Two
Year Pact

Caucus Set
To Plan
Demands

TRONA, Calif. — After 22
hours of continuous meetings —
and one hour of strike action —
recently-chartered ILWU, Local
35 won a two-year contract from
American Potash and Chemical
Corporation in this Southern
California desert community.

SAN FRANCISCO — With all
Pacific Coast Longshore and
Clerks Agreements due to expire
at midnight, June 30—including
Mechanization and Modernization, pensions and welfare—the
Coast Longshore Caucus scheduled to convene at 10 a.m., Monday, April 4, at International
headquarters here, faces an unprecedented task.
Delegates from all longshore,shipclerk and walking boss locals on the
West Coast and Alaska will undertake the vast job of reviewing every
aspect of the contract, and developing a set of contract demands in
preparation for negotiation with the
Pacific Maritime Association.
For the first time in some two decades veteran Coast Committee member Howard J. Bodine will be absent,
although he was involved in every
phase of writing the report of the
Coast Labor Relations Committee to
the Caucus.
FORRESTER ON JOB
Bodine is ill and on disability because of his health. William Forrester, Local 51, Port Gamble, Washington, an International Executive
Board member, member of the Coast
Longshore and Clerks Negotiating
Committee, and president of the
Puget Sound District Council was
called by the Coast Committee to
serve in Bodine's place.
A large number of resolutions-125
in all, divided into 20 categories—
were at the International office by
March 25, the deadline after which
no resolutions sent by locals could
be considered.
Among many items scheduled for
consideration was a caucus decision
on advancing the date on which negotiations would be open.
An item of special interest will be
disposition of between $12 and $13
million from the Wage Guarantee
Fund of the M&M agreement, none
of which has been spent. Distribution of this money is up to the
caucus.
Among the large variety of issues
to be discussed by the caucus in
preparation for presentation of contract demands and opening negotiations are the following:
• Length of the contract;
• Wages; hours of work; manning;
• Pensions; vacations;
• Mechanization and Modernization Agreement;
• The question of big loads, and
use of machines;
• Contract language.
Within each of these classifications and all others brought before
—Continued on Page 3
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This is the interior of the 'Nootka Carrier,' the world's
biggest covered barge. Seen here at Port Alberni,
British Columbia, longshoremen are loading paper for the maiden voyage to
San Francisco and Long Beach, California. The Canadian barge is as long as a
football field inside, can handle 6,500 tons of newsprint and is considered the
most advanced of its type. The barge is loaded through side doors, weighing
about five tons each. She and a sister barge will operate a shuttle service
between British Columbia and California. (For further details, see page 7.)

Paper Barge

Longshore Listing Card
Fill It Out...
Mail It In...
Do It Now!

Have you got a little Longshore
Listing Card around your house?
If you have, take our advice:
fill it out and mail it in—quick!
On the other hand, if you didn't
receive a Longshore Listing Card
with your March paycheck. . . Or
if you received a card but lost it
. . . or the baby chewed it up ...
or you used it to write down a
phone number . . . or if you just
don't remember ...
Gallop—don't walk—to your local union office. It will supply you
with a Longshore Listing Card. As
soon as it does, fill it out and mail
it in.
More than 90 percent of the retired longshoremen have returned
their Longshore Listing Cards.
About 70 percent of the active
longshoremen have sent their
cards in.
The ILWU Coast Committee has
asked every longshoreman, shipclerk and walking boss, active or
retired, to send in a Longshore
Listing Card.
If you haven't already filled out
a Card and mailed it in, don't put
it off any longer—do it now!
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The total wage and fringe package, worth 34 cents over two years,
calls for 14 cents an hour wage increase across-the-board for the first
year, and 13 cents the second year.
In addition, the pact provides an
additional paid holiday, an increase
in shift differentials, vacations, and
a pension agreement.
Final negotiations started at 10
a.m., Monday, and by 8 o'clock Tuesday morning the company had still
failed to budge.
At that point the workers went on
strike, the first strike at this plant
since 1941.
100% EFFECTIVE
When pickets hit the gates at 8
a.m. nobody in the bargaining unit
went through the lines, and everyone working in the plant came out.
Trucks turned away and members
of all other unions gave complete
cooperation. The strike was 100 percent effective. Just minutes before 9
a.m., the company agreed to a union
contract.
Shortly after, the membership met
and voted 372 to 23 to accept the
contract. There are 550 men in the
bargaining unit. A number were off
work at the time.
CAMPAIGN CLIMAX
The ILWU first came into the picture earlier this year, when, last
month, the union scored a major
representation victory over United
Mine Workers District 50. The vote
in favor of ILWU was 332 to 187. The
election climaxed a 9-month organizing campaign in the desert.
International Vice President J. R.
(Bob) Robertson commented,"When
you consider the short period that
elapsed from the time the NLRB
election was held to the time the
contract was negotiated this sensational accomplishment is a credit to
the entire regional staff, headed by
Bill Piercy, and all the rank-andfilers who participated in this desert
victory."
In addition to the wage gains,
totaling 27 cents over the two years,
the one additional paid holiday
brings such benefits up to nine. The
increase in the swing shift differential goes from nine to 10 cents an
hour and in the graveyard from 15
to 20 cents.
In the pension breakthrough, any
man with 20 years service, eligible
to retire, will receive $100 a month
—Continued on Page 3

70-7:DISPATCHER Page

2

April 1, 1966

Truth in Packaging?

SENSATIONAL EXPOSE was lately revealed in East
Germany proving, with verifiable documents, that the
present president of West Germany was personally responsible for planning and building Nazi concentration camps.
Practically the entire press of the western world smothered
the story.
Can you imagine a situation in which the president or
prime minister of a major western nation had anything as
atrocious as this in his background, who made his fortune
by building concentration camps where workers were murdured in cold blood, and then have every bit of this news
killed by the press?
That's what happened recently when a press conference
was held in East Berlin—on January 24, 1966—and where
documents were presented to newsmen from the Associated
Press, United Press International, Reuters and others—and
scarcely a word was ever seen in West German, British or
US papers.
Suppressed was the fact that Heinrich Lubke, president
of West Germany since 1959, personally was responsible for
building Nazi concentration camps—including one which
held 500 French resistance fighters, and 100 were either
starved to death, worked to death, or killed by SS guards.
Building plans for several camps have Lubke's signature
on them. That's how the president of the Bonn Republic of
West Germany made his money. And remember, he's president of the nation that the United States considers our
closest ally and on whom we claim we must depend in order
to save "freedom and democracy."

A

ERE ARE SOME aspects of the story that was suppressed
by the western press:
In 1940 Lubke was already a top man in the Schlempp
Building Company which was awarded contracts for building the Nazi weapons research center where the V-1 buzz
bomb and the V-2 rocket were produced—weapons which
killed and maimed tens of thousands of British men, women
and children. At that time, Lubke complained he was having "labor difficulties" and suggested special Gestapo camps

H

STRANGE PEACE package is being peddled by the Administration these days.
The label on the box speaks of peace, the
contents of death. The word is peace, the
act is war.
Rarely was this made clearer than last
weekend at the University of California
where Arthur Goldberg, US ambassador to
the UN spoke and entered into informal debate before some 7000 faculty and students.
At least one gain seemed to be official recognition of the public's right to dissent. Also
noted by Goldberg himself was the courteous treatment he received at the hands of
even those faculty and students who disagreed with him. This was the peace package presented by the ambassador.
"The people of South Vietnam ought to
settle their own destinies. They ought to
settle it by conditions of self-determination,
to which we are dedicated. The United
States will accept the decision of the government and the people of South Vietnam
as to the type of government they want—
whatever it may be—without any qualifications."

A

N THE FACE of it we couldn't disagree
with that statement. At convention
after convention ILWU policy has called for
plebiscites. The 1963 Report of the Officers,
surveying the world's hot spots, said, "A
plebiscite under UN guidance would go far
to solve the problems of Vietnam, Korea,
Angola, Cuba, China and Hungary . . ."
In the 1965 convention, the ILWU stated:
"We say let the Vietnamese people decide.
... Let them have the supervised free elections which they were promised by the
Geneva Agreement . . ."
In his Charter Day address, titled "The
Quest for Peace," Mr. Goldberg pointed to
the violence of the other side as the primary
evil. It was a revealing oversight on his part,
to place the blame for violence on the people who live on the land, and ignore the destructive ferocity we heap on them—in the
name of peace!
Yet the standout portion of his speech
was to call for a free election. To which
there is only one answer: If he means an
election for all, including the Viet Cong,
who also belong to the soil, and let the
chips fall where they may, then let's go.
A plebiscite means all the people vote and
all abide by the results. This is something
trade unionists can understand without
strain. When a union wins an NLRB election the union represents all the workers in

O

the shop and even those who voted against
the union must join.
Goldberg's words were good, but the words

do not jibe with the acts of administration
policy makers. The ambassador was trying
to fly somewhere between the hawks and
the doves. But while the peace package is
peddled on the podium, the cold-blooded
facts point to 400,000 US troops soon in
Vietnam, and more napalm, more bombs.
Is this any way to run a plebiscite?
NOTHER SIDE was cogently represented
by Professor Franz Schurmann who
spoke for the faculty peace committee:
"We have heard what Ambassador Goldberg has said on our policy in Vietnam. Let
us go beyond words. Let us see what the acts
of the administration have been. . . . Some
of us have looked into the record. . . . From
what we know of the realities of the situation we believe that the National Liberation
Front enjoys broad popular support ... that
a broad section of the population under
Saigon's control desires a negotiated peace
rather than seeing the destruction of their
country. . . . We believe that the American
political and military forces in South Vietnam are the main advocates of a continuing
war. . . . We have lost faith in the words
coming from the Administration," Schurmann said. "We see only deeds."
At the end of the meeting came a moment
of truth, when students and faculty were
asked to voice their opinion by silently rising. Some 200 stood when asked if they
agree with Goldberg's defense of Administration policy. Then, in complete silence,
7000 stood up—to say they were not buying
this kind of package.
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be established. Within a few months camps were set up under Gestapo control, and Lubke's labor difficulties stopped

suddenly. In other words, even then he was willing to enslave
German workers who had any beefs about wages, hours or
conditions.
A few years later Lubke's company built huge underground factories in abandoned mines—using concentration
camp prisoners. On May 25, 1944, he personally inspected one
of his building sites where 2,000 concentration camp prisoners were supplied from the infamous Buchenwald concentration camp. Of these, 500 were permanently quartered at
the bottom of the mine and many never saw light of day
again.
One document shown to the press—with Lubke's name
at the top of the list—tells of a camp he built with slave
labor at which the death rate was incredible. One half of the
prisoners died from disease, starvation, and extremely harsh
working conditions. One list shows 267 names—most are
French or Polish, and two are British.

ITTLE WONDER THAT President Charles DeGaulle, of
France, and one-time leader of the French resistance, is
more suspicious of Germany today than of any other nation?
He knows of the camps where heroic French underground
fighters of the resistance were worked to death. DeGaulle
has a long memory and remembers who the enemy is.
Today the US is primarily concerned about Vietnam and
China, but DeGaulle still has his eye on the real threat—
and we mean a threat to the United States as well as to
Europe. We mean Germany, the country getting more powerful daily, and chomping at the bit to be able to control,
and ultimately use nuclear weapons.
Instead of throwing away American lives to shore up
puppets in Vietnam, we should turn our attention to West
Germany where the real threat to peace remains.
It's interesting to note that President Lubke's office was
so stunned by these charges that after the press conference
they stated that this was a pure propaganda invention aimed
at defaming the West German president.
However, the West Berlin conservative newspaper Tagespiegel said the day after, that "the time has come to ask
whether it would not be better to counter such attacks by
giving an explanation of what Lubke was actually doing in
this period . . ."
The best comment about President Lubke was made by
Lubke himself in a-speech on March 31, 1965:
"The Germany people are ashamed of the misdeeds committed in the past period. It was not the German people
who committed these crimes; Hitler utilized the scum of
humanity, a section which exists in every nation."
Was this just a matter of Lubke talking to himself about
himself? Right on the beam—we agree with him!
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Labor Cheers
Hospital Plan
For Watts
LOS ANGELES — Organized labor
was cheered last week by the announcement of the County Board of
Supervisors that a new 438-bed hospital is planned for Watts.
Strong support for this project
has been urged by the Watts Labor
Community Action Committee,
which included the ILWU and
Teamsters unions as well as numerous AFL-CIO units. A hospital
was also high on the list of priorities in the McCone Commission report, which described health conditions in the Watts area as seriously
substandard.
A bond issue will be placed on the
June primary ballot to finance onethird of the hospital's costs, with the
other two-thirds provided by the
state and federal governments.
Labor has proposed that the hospital be built along new lines, in
order to avoid the type of facility usually associated with county hospitals.
The medical schools at both UCLA
and USC have expressed great interest in establishing training programs at the proposed hospital, and
predicted the institution could develop into an important research
and training center.
Mr. John Annand, president of the
Joint Council of Teamsters No. 42,
which played a leading role in sparking the proposal to build the hospital, pointed out that, "our work is
not finished until the bond issue on
the June ballot has carried. It is
hard to believe that any thinking
citizen would oppose decent health
care for the most underprivileged
area of our community. But you
know—and I know—that there will
be opposition to this measure."
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One Hour
Strike; Two
Year Pact

Continued from Page 1—
pension. Men with 20 years or more
will also receive four weeks paid vacation starting with the second year
of the contract. .
Southern California Regional Director William Piercy who spearheaded the campaign said it was the
highest wage settlement in the
chemical industry in many years.
"Everybody is really quite pleased,"
he said in a telephone conversation
from Trona to The Dispatcher. "In
fact, celebrations are going on all
over town."
In addition to Piercy, negotiations
Tallying the votes in Local 13's election were assisted by Don Wright, Interare a group of hard working ILWU wa- national representative, and the
terfront pensioners. They have been conducting elections since 1955, saving the newly elected president of Local 35,
union tens of thousands of dollars over old election board costs, according to Bob Mather, who headed up the
Tom Willacy, president of pensioners in the Los Angeles-Long Beach harbor area. rank-and-file negotiating committee. Also, US Borax workers of ILWU
Local 30 at Boron, 80 miles away,
gave invaluable help by their night
after night contacts with workers in
their homes before the election.
Piercy made a special point of the
fact that many of the District 50
members who had originally opposed
SAN FRANCISCO—Shock and and practices of Harry Bridges him- the ILWU were extremely enthusianger was expressed here at the re- self. We have elected him to office astic as they signed ILWU pledge
cent action of Los Angeles Harbor term after term because we trust cards in the wake of the contract
CORE in placing a picket line him and have complete confidence settlement. An official of District 50,
against ILWU president Harry in his devotion to the principles of who was leaving to become an InBridges in front of Local 13's head- racial equality and to the practices ternational Representative for the
quarters in Wilmington on March 9. of democratic trade unionism.
United Mine Workers, told the ILWU
A sharp letter of protest was sent
"The stunt pulled off by the so- members he considered it the best
last week by a group of Negro offi- called Los Angeles Harbor CORE settlement in the history of Americers and members of Local 10 de- could only have been dreamed up by can Potash.
Piercy was particularly enthusimanding an explanation from CORE those who were concerned with usheadquarters in New York, San ing the presence of Harry Bridges as astic over support by other unions
a means of attracting attention to who honored the picket line. These
Francisco and Los Angeles.
themselves and not to attempt in- included members of the Machinists,
The letter, presented to the 35- telligently to have a reasonable dis- the International Brotherhood of
man executive board of Local 10, on cussion about the issues.
Electrical Workers, and the TeamMarch 25, was unanimously en"This letter is not meant to dis- sters.
dorsed.
cuss the merits or legitimate comScheduled as The Dispatcher went
"The record of the ILWU is in good plaints about some of the practices to press were several more meetings
measure a record that we ourselves in casual hiring. We are quite sure, to discuss fine points of contract
have built," the letter said, "and we however, that it is possible to have language, as Piercy noted,"There are
intend to protect this record and reasonable discussi ons regarding more contract language changes
have no intention of seeing it dirtied these problems without resorting to than District 50 had in all its previWILMINGTON — Carl M. Walter by any cheap publicity stunts aimed a picket line whose only purpose can ous 15 years." The agreement has
was named president of longshore only at picking up headlines whose be to insult a man of Harry Bridges' been reached, but negotiators plan
Local 13 in a run-off election held results can only be to bring harm stature. In addition, we must add to go over every section, point by
here last week. He defeated Art Al- not only to the union, but also to that such action can only put weap- point, before the final language is
ons into the hands of those who are formalized.
meida. Others elected in the run-off CORE itself."
most actively against the fight for
included Jerry Plante, vice president,
The letter was signed by the fol- equality.
Bill Rivera, day business agent, Pete
Sarmiento, sergeant-at-arms, and lowing Negro members of Local 10:
"We are sure this is not what the
day dispatchers Tony Luera, Jr., Bob William H. Chester, Regional Direc- great CORE organization desires lotor and Local 10 executive board;
Bish and Don Hibbard.
cally or nationally, and we feel some
Others elected in this mid-year Albert James, business agent; Odell action on your part, and some words
election included Richard L. Rowin, Franklin, business agent; Joe Mos- of explanation should be forthcomwelfare officer, Joe Uranga, chair- ley, chief dispatcher, Carl Smith, ing immediately."
man of the stewards' council. The ILWU International Executive
publicity committee now includes Board; Tommy Silas, Local 10 execuWILMINGTON — ILWU President
Hank Flores, Bill Houck, and Castro tive board; Bennie Hunter, Local 10
Bridges received a standing
Harry
Walker,
John
E.
Duran, Jr., and the promotion com- executive board;
ovation from 500 retired members
JefFrank
board,
executive
10
Local
mittee includes Herman Moreno, Bill
when he appeared at a special meetHouck, William Bradford and Stu ferson, Jr., Local 10 member; Willie
held at the Local 13 Memorial
ing
Anderson. Also named were 16 mem- Zenn, Local 10 member; Leon BarBuilding to report on the coming
WilCleopha,s
low,
agent,
business
bers of the membership committee,
longshore negotiations.
two trustees, and 10 grievance com- liams, Local 10 executive board;
Bridges declared, "After traveling
executive
10
Local
David
Littleton,
mittee men.
COOS BAY—ILWU won an NLRB to most of the locals on the coast, it
board.
representations election March 14 is obvious that this union is rapidly
The letter said in part:
for
workers at US Plywood's chip getting into shape for any eventuali"A number of us who are long
time, loyal members of the ILWU loading facility at the Central Dock. ty, including an extended strike."
He asked the retired members to
In making the announcement, Inand who have fought from the very
beginning the battle against dis- ternational Representative James S. carefully consider what the union
crimination and inequality are Fantz said that preparations are means to them.
deeply shocked, hurt and angry at now under way to "hold meetings
"A pensioner is a member who has
the recently reported action of a with the company to work out an retired from the job, but not from
group calling itself the Los Angeles agreement to bring these men under the union, not from the fight. Not
Continued from Page 1—
only should a retired member stay
the caucus through resolutions, Harbor CORE which on Tuesday the longshore provisions."
harassing
a
placed
9,
night,
March
active in union affairs, but he has
vote.
1
to
7
a
by
was
win
The
will
which
variables
many
are
there
be resolved during the course of the picket line against our International Fantz credited Eugene Bailey of the right and the duty to vote in
president Harry Bridges.
Local 12 as being the sparkplug in union elections," he stated.
caucus.
all
are
letter
this
"The
the victory.
of
is
signers
A significant amount of time
expected to be spent on questions of Negroes, all members of Longshore
SF Walkers Name Hunt
negotiating strategy and the possi- Local 10, and we all are either memBowen
Re-elects
94
Local
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU WalkOur
CORE.
bers or supporters of
bilities of strike action.
WILMINGTON—Ernie Bowen was ing Bosses Local 91 last week named
The length of the caucus and the feeling about the ILWU is that it
manner in which it is organized is is second to none in practicing the re-elected president of ILWU Fore- Charles Hunt, president; James Sutbasic principles of racial equality, men's Union Local 94 for the 1966 ter, vice president; D. J. (Nick)
in the hands of the delegates.
the principles on which we term. Others named are Mike Sal- Testa, secretary-treasurer and Manindeed
deleIn addition to regular caucus
gates, fraternal delegates are ex- have always assumed CORE was cido, vice-president and Roy Brasted, uel Lopez, assistant secretary-treassecretary. Labor relations commit- urer. Also elected were three mempected from sister ILWU locals in based. . . .
teemen are Walter Bertschinger, bers of the board of trustees and
cannot
of
union
our
"The record
Canada and Hawaii, and from pen20 executive board members.
be disassociated from the principles Dewey Long and Sid Lanier.
sioner and auxiliary units.

Southland Pensioners

Local 10 Board Angered
By CORE's Pedro Pickets

Carl Walter
Is President
Of Local 13

Bridges Talks
To 500 Pedro
Pensioners

Chip Dockmen
At Coos Bay
Vote ILWU

Caucus Will
Draw Plans
For Contract
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Scholarship
Awards Set
By ILWU
SAN FRANCISCO — A Research
Department request to all ILWU locals and to the Federated Auxiliaries
discloses a considerable number of
ILWU-sponsored scholarships. Tops
is the Canadian Area which sponsors three $400 scholarships for high
school graduates entering college
and four $250 scholarships for students already in college. These are
available to sons and daughters of
longshoremen or to longshoremen
themselves.
Scholarship programs in the
United States are listed below:
Local 11, San Jose, and the San
Jose division of Warehouse Union,
Local 6, have teamed up to provide
scholarships for high school students who are sons or daughters of
members in Santa Clara, San Benito,
San Mateo and Sonoma counties
only. There are to be five awards,
ranging from $200 to $50, based on
an essay contest to be held May 14,
with three local teachers as judges.
Applications may be obtained from
your shop steward or from the union.
Local 10, San Francisco Bay Area,
California. Jeffress Memorial Scholarship—$500 awarded each year on
basis of scholarship and family need
to son or daughter of a member of
the local. May be awarded to a high
school senior going to college or
trade school, or to student already
in college or trade school.
Local 60, Seward, Alaska. Scholarship of $500 awarded each year to
most deserving student graduating
from local high school for further
education.
Local 4 and Auxiliary 11, Vancouver, Washington. Scholarship of $200
each year for a student to attend
Clark Junior College.
Auxiliary 7, Stockton, California.
Two $75 book scholarships to graduates from 12th or 14th grades to
son or daughter of ILWU member of
Local 54, Stockton.
Auxiliary 29, Eureka, California.
Hugh MacDonald Scholarship—$100
awarded annually to son or daughter
of a member of Local. 14, Eureka. If
no Local 14 member's child applies,
scholarship may be awarded to child
of another union family in the area.
Auxiliary 1, North Bend, Oregon.
$100 scholarship awarded annually
to son or daughter of member of
Local 12, North Bend.
Auxiliary 14, Longview, Washington. Annual scholarship awarded to
son or daughter of a member of
Local 21, Longview, to attend Lower
Columbia College in Longview. Also
scholarships to a teacher at a school
for retarded children; to the Association for Retarded Children; and to
the Workshop for Retarded Persons.

State Names
DiBiasi to
Safety Group
SAN FRANCISCO — Important
steps to eliminate noxious and poisonous gases from places of work
were taken here last week by a committee of the California Division of
Industrial Safety.
The Committee on Environmental
Health held its first hearing in the
Bay Area last week, and plans another in Los Angeles, aimed at setting standards for noxious products.
ILWU Southern California legislative representative Nate DiBiasi, recently appointed a member of the
committee, attended the meeting
here to discuss sampling and testing
procedures.
The committee will implement
AB 1031, passed by the Assembly,
which directs the Division of Industrial Safety to establish standards,
prior to holding public hearings on
the safety revision order.
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Peace Priority for Northwest A
SEATTLE — A delegate who
was not there set the tone for the
8th Biennial meeting of ILWU
Northwest Auxiliaries March 18
and 19.
Alice Van Brunt, the Federated's first vice president, died in a
Seattle hospital as the session was
called to order.
But her yiews on peace, civil rights
and union solidarity—read to the
delegates by convention secretary
Janet Paterson of Tacoma—set the
tone for the two-day meeting and
sparked resolutions on Vietnam,
rights for Negroes and support for
ILWU contract demands, that were
written after the convention opened
and adopted by unanimous vote.
Guest speakers stressed peace and
civil rights, and this theme was underlined in the reports of Federated
Auxiliaries president Valerie Taylor,
Federated Auxiliaries secretary
Norma Wyatt, and Nettie Craycraft,
vice-president for Washington, who
opened the meeting.
Mrs. Craycraft rapped weeping
delegates back to order after word
that Mrs. Van Brunt had passed
away reached the convention floor.
"We must go on with the meeting,
that's what Alice would have
wanted," Mrs. Craycraft said after
Vernice Munger of Longview brought
the sad news.
Vernice Strong, Auxiliary 3 president, welcomed the convdntion to
Seattle. The conference also heard
words of praise and greeting from
Tom Richardson, president of the
area pensioners.
Thirty-six regular delegates and
five alternates registered at the sessions from 15 of the 19 Oregon,
Washington and British Columbia,
auxiliaries—including seven delegates from Canadian affiliates at
Vancouver, New Westminster, Port
Alberni and Chemainus. Three delegates came from the Federated's
newest -affiliate, 5-A, Portland.
Alice Soames, vice-president for
Canada, Mrs. Craycraft, and Vera
Phillips, vice-president for Oregon,
presided in turn over the conclave.
POINTS FOR PEACE
The conference endorsed the
statement on Vietnam adopted earlier by the California auxiliaries and
spelled out some additional points
for peace in a statement drafted by
a resolutions subcommittee. These:
• Urged Congress to "explore alternatives to a massive land war in
Asia, including recognition of the
Mainland Chinese; admission of "the
real China to the United Nations, to
give meaning to bomb test bans;"
and resumption of trade with China
which "has brought such prosperity"
to the British Columbia ports.
• Commended Senators Morse
and Gruening for their efforts to
clarify issues in the conflict and for
introducing legislation which would
ban sending draftees to Vietnam.
• Warned that "escalation of the
war would "wrap the 3.2 percent
wage increase noose-line around
contract negotiations of vital importance to our parent union and
let loose a Pandora's box of restrictions" upon civil liberties and rights
of labor.
POOR MAN'S WAR
The statement charged that the
"war in Vietnam is a poor man's .
war. The school drop-out and the
Negro are special targets of the
draft." It expressed sympathy for
"the young men marching in the
streets . . . the slogans on the banners of the expendable stir our
hearts for we, too, have picketed injustice in our great strikes. . ."
The conference also approved a
resolution relating to the war situation, presented by delegates from
British Columbia, protesting the use
of Canadian soil for a "testing

An outstanding speaker at the Northwest Auxiliaries Convention was Seattle
Judge Charles Z. Smith. He was introduced by Marguerite Williams, right, secretary of the Seattle Auxiliary. At left Federated President Valerie Taylor.
ground for military equipment and
the training of foreign troops."
Sponsors brought out that not
only United States troops, but armed
men from West Germany are being
trained in Canada, at Camp Shilo
in Manitoba. Canadians fought in
two wars of aggression but want to
remain neutral in the war in Vietnam,speakers said.
Alice Franklin Bryant, guest
speaker at a luncheon hosted by
Auxiliary 3, urged Americans "never
to be like the Germans under the
Nazis, who did not want to know
what was going on."
The Seattle writer and lecturer
said the present war hysteria is a
"menace to democratic and trade
union rights" and charged that our
huge military budget is preventing
us from helping the 100 million persons in the world who "live close to
the famine line," or to erase the
"social blight" in our own South.
"We have been sold an expensive
bill of goods called 'deterrent.' Now
it's a temptation to test this in Vietnam . . . they say we are fighting to
preserve freedom. . . . Whose freedom? To an African or Asian, freedom means national independence
and a right we take for granted—
the right to eat."
BATMAN
She deplored the violence and killing which has become standard TV
and comic strip entertainment for
tots, and urged mothers to teach
their children "reverence for life."
Convention action on civil rights
included a floor motion to support
the boycott March 31 and April 1
against de facto segregation in the
Seattle schools.
The motion was made after Municipal Judge Charles Z. Smith, another guest speaker, said racial imbalance (up to 99 per cent Negro in
one school) with its resultant poor
plant and instructional staff, is corroding schools in the central area of
Seattle.
The imbalance is contrary to Supreme Court ruling, but the school
board has refused to act. If the explosive situation continues—together with the high unemployment,
tenant-overcrowding and bad housing in the central area (where 89
per cent of the state's Negroes live
in 12 census tracts), "Seattle will
find another Watts on its too complacent doorstep.
"I can't tell you whether to support or condemn this boycott. . . .
But every parent who believes in
understanding among peoples must
insist that his own children have the
experience of varied racial contacts."

Turning from school segregation
to problems of chronic alcoholism—
a field in which ILWU has pioneered
in union interest—the Judge said
that alcoholism is the fourth most
serious health problem in the United
States and number three in Washington.
State revenues from the sale of
liquor total $42 million annually,
yet Washington spends less than
$600,000 a year on rehabilitation.
Sara Center, for the treatment of
women alcoholics, which Auxiliary 3
helps to support with a monthly donation, has room for only 12 patients
and is about to close its doors.
DRAFT DISCRIMINATION
The conference resolution on civil
rights charged that although Negroes form only ten percent of the
population, their youth forms 16 percent of those drafted.
"This is a grim footnote to the
discrimination against the nonwhite, still rampant in the United
States more than a century after
Abraham Lincoln said 'all men are
created free and equal.'"
The statement equated the struggle of "our non-white minorities to
achieve jobs, voting rights and education with the struggle of our own
union to win a better way of life."
Mrs. Taylor, Federated Auxiliaries
president, in her report noted that
Oregon is fortunate "to have Howard Morgan running for the United
States Senate. He is a Democrat who
shares our concern over Vietnam."
She urged ILWU women to step up
peace activities. "If the war continues, we and the world may disappear."
The convention voted to support
peace marches in Portland and Seattle March 25 and 26 after Mrs. Wyatt
explained that the dates have been
designated as International Days of
Protest against the war in Vietnam.
Demonstrations are slated in over
lcities.
100A
North Bend, also doAuxiliary
nated to the southern civil rights
struggle. Le tha Lucas, auxiliary
president, said money for the purpose came from a raffle of items
made by the Hiroshima bomb survivors.
Edna Douglas, Raymond, reported
Auxiliary 12 presented its parent local with a new 50-star flag. Auxiliary 4, Everett, asked Congress when
it was going to get off the dime on
m
bbeilrls
.
the
A minimum3-wage
Auxiliary
attended a
public meeting called to protest the
killing of a Negro boy by an off-duty
policeman.
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kuxiliaries
In other actions the delegates:
• Concurred in the policy statement on union negotiations adopted
by the California auxiliaries, pledging "full support and whatever assistance we can render in the event
of a strike."
• Urged support for the Delano,
California, grape workers. Emphasis
was placed on asking state liquor
commissioners not to use public
funds for the purchase of whiskey
and wine distilled by firms refusing
to bargain with the grape workers.
• Scored the continuing pollution
of air, water and soil; and urged a
new International Pollution Agreement between the United States and
Canada.
• Requested the Canadian Congress of Labor to petition Parliament
for a meeting of the ten provincial
ministers of education toward the
establishment of a uniform school
curriculum at the Canadian national
level.
• Adopted a legislative committee
report warning Washington auxiliaries to remain alert to the fact
that reapportionment in that state
will cause changes in representation
in some districts, with possible loss
of good senators and representatives.
TRUTH BILLS
Auxiliaries in Oregon and Washington were urged to work closely
with labor lobbies in Salem and
Olympia on all consumer and truthin-lending and truth-in-purchasing
bills in order that wage gains "may
not be snatched from us."
Screening of political candidates

was urged on such issues as Vietnam, taxes and civil rights. It was
noted that two civil rights bills introduced in Olympia at the last session died in the Senate rules committee.
The ten-member committee on organization headed by Mrs. Phillips
of Portland urged surveys of areas
in Oregon and Canada where reactivation of former auxiliaries or establishment of new units might
prove successful.
Auxiliary 39, Chemainus, BC, and
Auxiliary 5-A in Portland reported
splendid support from their parent
locals, but several auxiliaries said
lack of cooperation in this respect
was hindering membership drives.
COMMUNITY LIFE
Participation in community affairs was urged, both as a stimulus
to organization and as a stepping
stone to good public relations. Reports of delegates reflected a range
of activities as broad as the distances separating the various ports.
Peace, the grape strike, distribution of Men and Machines and public meetings for the union's overseas
delegations had high priority.
Auxiliary 14 donated $100 to the
Cowlitz Hospital Building fund,
while Auxiliary 35, Tacoma, mailed
cookies to local union members in
the armed services.
Canadian auxiliaries helped Indian Friendship Centers. Eight auxiliaries are involved in work for the
handicapped.
The Puget Sound District Council
initiated a letter-writing campaign
to stop the log-ban, bombarded Congress on the repeal of Taft-Hartley
14(b), and contributed to the National Association for Advancement
of Colored People.

Alice Van Brunt—A Lifetime
Devoted to Union, Community
LONGVIEW — Alice Van Brunt,
first vice president of the Federated
Auxiliaries died of a heart attack
in a Seattle hospital March 18. She
was 75.
She was the widow of Dewey Van
Brunt, one of the founders of the
longshoremen's union on the Columbia, and the mother of Donald Van
Brunt, LRC member of Local 21 and
chairman of the Governor's Safety
Advisory Committee. Another son,
William Gruver, is business agent
of the Seattle Retail Clerks.
Mrs. Van Brunt had a long labor
record in her own right.
Following the funeral service,-Nadine Williams, director of Applied
Industries, on educational leave,
recalled Mrs. Van Brunt's membership in a labor auxiliary outdating
the Federated. This was the Indus- Alice Van Brunt at the time she retrial Union Council auxiliary which ceived her 25-year pin in 1963.
flourished in the Longview-Kelso
area during the late '30's.
arm, determined to rally the NorthGertrude Rivers, treasurer of Cow- west auxiliaries to the cause of
litz County, one of more than 300 peace in Vietnam.
people at the service, recalled:
All the delegates resolved that
"Alice and I put in 12 hour shifts the "best tribute we can pay Alice
peeling potatoes in the third floor Van Brunt is to re-dedicate ourselves
soup kitchen at the Labor Temple. to fulfilling the program for peace,
This was during the 1935 lumber civil rights and solid support for the
strike. We belonged to the National ILWU outlined in the report she did
Women's Trade Union League or- not live to make."
ganized in our area about 1933."
As well known in her service for
Yellowing records in the files of
handicapped, as she was in her
the
Valerie Taylor, Federated Auxiliaries
president, show Alice Van Brunt service in the cause of labor, Mrs.
was elected vice-president for Wash- Van Brunt had received state-wide
ington at a convention in Los An- recognition for her work for retarded children. At the time of her
geles in 1941.
death
she was vice president of ApAt that time Mrs. Van Brunt reported, "Auxiliary 14 is now a year plied Industries.
Among those attending her funeold. . . . We donated to the striking
longshoremen in Hawaii and voted ral were auxiliary delegations from
to support the Harry Bridges De- Seattle and Portland. Jeannette
fense Committee. Our activities for Whitney, vice president for Northern
the past year included marching in California, came from Stockton for
the Labor Day parade. We were the service.
given first prize for the best marchPall bearers included Leo Couing unit."
lurnbe, Dwaine Olsen, Henry Loran,
She was still "marching" when Ronald Wiest, Carl Ecklund and
she went to Seattle in spite of se- Arne Auvinen, present and past offivere pain in her chest and down one cers of Local 21.
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NCDC Backs Pat Brown,
Anderson for Re-election
STOCKTON — Governor Edmund
G.(Pat) Brown was endorsed for reelection by the Northern California
District Council which met here last
week, as were Lieutenant Governor
Glenn M. Anderson, Attorney General- Thom as C. Lynch and State
Controller Alan Cranston.
For Secrtary of State ILWU backed
a new candidate, William J. Williams, a Negro attorney from Los
Angeles. No endorsement was given
for State Treasurer.
The next meeting of the NCDC
will deal with the statewide office of
superintndent of schools, now held
by Max Rafferty, and will take up
local endorsements made by ILWU
area legislative groups.
LABOR MADE GAINS
NCDC delegates, in discussing
their statewide endorsements, noted
that in the case of Brown and Anderson labor has made more gains
under their administration than under any five previous administrations.
Pointed to were such items as
workmen's compensation and disability and Unemployment insurance
which have all at least doubled under Brown's leadership.
Significant breakthroughs were
made in discrimination in automobile
insurance; important gains were
chalked up in consumer legislation
under the Consumer Council set ups
by Brown and headed by Helen Nelson.
Another advance noted was the
law prohibiting the use of lie detectors, either to gain or hold a job.
This was pushed strenuously by both
ILWU and the Teamsters in the
state. The use of such instruments
was standard practice by many companies in warehousing and door-todoor selling, and became an instrument of intimidation, as well as an
anti-union device.
Also highlighted was the fact that
Brown had recommended much better legislation in most of these labor
and community relations areas than
the legislature was willing to pass.
Noted were significant bills in social
welfare passed as a result of Brown's
urging, such as Aid to Needy Children, to the blind, the handicapped,
and the aged.
A speaker at the touncil session
was'Senator Alan Short, Stockton
democrat, and a strong pro-labor
legislator, who provided a run-down
on events in the Senate in the last
year.
In another action, NCDC affiliated
with the Association of California
Consumers and recommended that
the locals also affiliate. This group,
in association with the consumer
council in Sacramento, is working in
behalf of "truth-in-packaging" and
"truth-in-lending" bills and education, to enable the working population, and particularly the disadvantaged segments of the states
population to be protected against
racketeering in installment buying,
interest rates, phony contracts,
"suede shoe" salesmen and others
of that ilk.
The letter sent to CORE, signed
by a number of Local 10 Negro members, expressing outrage at the recent action by so-called Los Angeles
Harbor CORE in picketing Harry
Bridges at Local 13's headquarters
in Wilmington, was unanimously ap-

Sacramento Women
Keep Organizing
SACRAMENTO—Auxiliary 18 initiated another new member thus
maintaining its record of one new
member a month. The auxiliary at
its last meeting voted a donation to
the Delano farm workers for food
supplies when their present march
terminates at the Capitol. A donation was also sent to the peace
workshop, Portland, Oregon, in
memory of Alice Van Brunt, Federated Auxiliary first vice president
who passed away last week.

proved by council delegates. Council
secretary Michael P. Johnson was
instructed to write a letter in the
name of NCDC to be sent to CORE
officials for further explanation.
STRIKE POSSIBILTY
William Ward, member of the
Coast Labor Relations Committee,
appeared before the council to report on the upcoming Coast Longshore Caucus, and explained probable developments in view of the fact
that the Pacific Coast Longshore
Agreement expires totally on June
30, with all items open for renegotiation.
He explained that a strike is possible, and called for full support of
the NCDC. Unanimous approval of
the longshore division in its negotiations was voted.
Johnson, who is also Northern Califronia legislative representative in
Sacramento, reported on appearances before committees in the matter of the budget, concentrating on
legislative analyst Alan Post's recommendations for cuts in such items
as the Automation Commission, the
Consumer Council, and several other
items.
Tom McGuire, representing MineMill, joined Johnson in strong opposition to deletion of some $400,000
in funds for the Department of Public Health for the detection and
treatment of occupational diseases
caused by fumes, dust, and other
noxious substances found on various
jobs.
Post had recommended this function be transferred to the Department of Industrial Safety, which
the union witnesses pointed out was
not equipped to handle these problems.
AUTOMATION COMMISSION
Southern California legislative
representative Nate DiBiasi testified
before one of the committees, Johnson reported, to urge retention of
the Automation Commission.
The Assembly Committee agreed
with union witnesses regarding the
Automation Commission, but it has
apparently been effectively killed on
the Senate side.
Johnson also reported that the
governor had added requests to the
budget session of some $46 million
to provide more aid to the Watts
area, by doubling the present preschool program, and to reduce
teacher-training program to deal
with problems of the disadvantaged
children.

Senator McAteer Scorched
STOCKTON—Senator Eugene McAteer (D-SF) was charged last week
by the Northern California District
Council, ILWU, with being the moving force in effectively killing the
state Automation Commission.
In a letter to McAteer, NCDC secretary Michael Johnson noted that
Senator McAteer made the motion
on the Senate Subcommittee on Finance which deleted Governor
Brown's budget request for funds to
enable the Automation Commission
to operate.
It was further noted that Senator
McAteer had been appointed to the
Automation Commission as a representative from the State Senate, and
has "failed to attend the meetings
of the commission even after the urgent request of the chairman to do
so."
Stating that the Senator "would
have had a much better understanding of the functions and dire need
for this most important commission," if he had participated, the
council requested him to take any
necessary steps to reinstate the
budget and give the commission a
chance to do its required job.
Recently, the NCDC also criticized
Senator McAteer for having been
one of the authors of the move to
kill the longshore safety measures
in the State Labor Code.
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Gems from the Local Bulletins
Stevie Adoree Replies
(unsyndicated)
(by Jerry Tyler, in the Hook, Local 19, Seattle)

Exciting Year

The caption on the above, which duplicates the front
page of "Harbor News," published by the Portland
Public Docks, says, "All-time-high tonnages, longshore payrolls, supported by a
future-minded construction program made 1965 one of the most exciting years
on record for Portland Harbor." Despite a slump in log exports and other Japanese cargoes caused by the Japanese seamen's strike, 1965 was the largest tonnage year ever experienced in Portland Harbor. In addition to record tonnages
and the largest payrolls, giant steps were made in construction, moving toward
fulfillment of the Dock Commission's multi-million-dollar harbor development
program.

Dear Stevie: I'm an old-time
jockey just out of the joint from a
ten-year fall, and yesterday, while
hanging around the Wild Horse, I
over hear these longshoremen speaking reverently about a horse named
"PONDEROSA," using such terms as
"poor old girl" and "sad way to go"
and "poor guys who rode her." I
never heard of this horse. Who
owned her and where did she run?
Jocko
Dear Jocko: Not a horse, Jocko! A
liberty ship she is, maybe was by
now, built 1943 in New Orleans. Hull
No. 1743, christened the TOBIAS E.
STAMBURG. Most likely did her
duty hauling war supplies during
World War II. Drifted from owner
to owner until seven years ago when
she was sold for scrap. Past five
years laid in Hong Kong at anchor,
used as a barracks for transient Chinese.
Showed up on Puget Sound last
month operated by an outfit called
the American-Asian Lines. Flying
the Liberian flag. Chartered by the
MSTS. Loading handshake-cargo for
Korea and Saigon. Stack half rusted
away. Bulwarks eaten till they
looked like dirty lace. Deck so
warped and scabbed you were scared
to walk on it. Winches popping apart,
gear letting go. In fact, at Port Angeles with a bull coming aboard a
cleat let go, freeing the preventer,
popping the guy and blowing up a
heel block.
After all the clamor died down,
from out of a cloud of dust and rust
came the voice of winch driver, Eric
Noren: "Now can I have my combat
ribbon?"
You'd have to see it, Jocko. Exseamen in our gangs were absolutely
appalled at the condition of and the
lack of equipment from engine room
to bridge to galley and swore they
would never ride her from Port An-

geles to Everett, let alone out to sea.
However, Jocko, there is one bright
spot to remember. The poor old
PONDEROSA may fall apart and go
to her rest; the crew may wind up
in Davy Jones' locker; the cargo
may hit the bottom or scatter all
over hell forty acres; but there is
one thing for sure: Some softhanded dope who never saw the ship,
the cargo, or the crew, will wind up
making a pot full of dough out of
the whole deal. And, Jocko, old boy,
that, after all, is what it's all about,
eh?
Stevie

'Easy Payment' Racket
(By Carl Smith, Local 10 Longshore Bulletin)

The "easy payment" deals give
sellers far more rights to your property than you may realize. It's a
nasty shock to the buyer when he
finds he is being bled white by credit
sellers.
The laws of the land, instead of
helping them survive, seem to be
buoying up the sellers and lenders.
A buyer in need of a car finds
one to his liking on a used car lot,
and the car dealer writes a no-downpayment deal for $600. The dealer
promptly sells the installment contract to a finance company closely
affiliated with the used car operation. What the buyer may not know
is that he will be paying the finance
company instead of the car dealer.
Under a peculiar rule of credit
law, this resale of debt deprives the
borrower of his most effective recourse against mistreatment. By
then an unscrupulous seller has already converted credit obligations
into cash by selling them.
The helpless buyer then finds his
$600 used car plus insurance loaded with dealer and lender commissions, plus finance charges for two
or three years at upward of 30 per

cent true annual interest result in
a debt package of approximately
$1,200. What is needed is a law to
give more protection to the purchaser.

Japan '66: Labor Opens Fight Against Wage Cuts
(By the ILWU Research Department)

Editor's Note: Japanese ships are
calling every day at the ports of the
Pacific Coast, Hawaii and Canada.
Many of them are the latest in design and automation. Yet the wages
and conditions of Japanese seamen
are far below those of the American
merchant marine. That the Japanese seamen and longshoremen are
carrying on a valiant struggle for
improvement, the ILWU knows from
its contacts through the All-Pacific
and Asian Dockworkers Corresponding Committee.
A recent issue of Sohyo News,
publication of the General Council
of Trade Unions of Japan, contains
basic information on wages and
conditions of Japanese workers generally and on their fight for improvement. The following material,
prepared by the ILWU Research Department, is based primarily upon
the Sohyo report.
SPRING OFFENSIVE
Spring has come to Japan, and
with it comes the annual spring offensive of the Japanese trade unions.
Bargaining in 1966, unlike that in
earlier years however, has taken on
a new sense of urgency for Japanese
workers. They are threatened by
wage cuts, mass lay-offs and a drastic deterioration in their living conditions.
To meet the thrust of the employers' attack, the largest union in
Japan, the General Council of Japanese Trade Unions (Sohyo), together
with the Federation of Japanese Independent Unions (Churitsu Roren)
have formed the Joint Spring Struggle Committee.
Last February 27 more than 2
million Japanese workers took part

in demonstrations and meetings to cession. To meet the threat to its
kick-off the spring offensive.
profits, the Federation of Employers
Economically, Japan has been the Associations (Nikkeiren) has
fastest growing nation in the world adopted a policy of wage-freeze and
since World War II. Direct US aid mass lay-offs. Sohyo charges that at
has run into billions of dollars, and its October 22, 1965 meeting, Nikof 573 companies with foreign capi- keiren made plans for firing 4 miltal participation, 369 are invested in lion workers.
by US companies—the single largest
PRICES HIGH, WAGES LOW
investor in Japan. Japan is second
For the workers in Japan, life has
only to Canada as a market for US become
increasingly difficult over
exports.
the last few years. The major part
According to US News & World of increases in money wages have
Report (March 28, 1966), Japan is been eaten up by a surging price innow the world's fourth largest in- flation, so that for many workers,
dustrial power. Her shipbuilding in- there has been an absolute detedustry ranks first in the world. She rioration in their standard of living.
ranks second in truck production, According to the Labor Ministry in
third in steel output, and fourth in Japan, real wages dropped by 3.7
electric power. By next year, Japan percent in 1965. The business comis expected to become the fourth munities stated objectives portend a
nation to orbit an artificial satellite. greater drop in 1966.
ABYSMAL WAGES
Wage rates are not the only areas
With all of this spectacular in which Japanese workers suffer.
growth, however, the plight of JapaIn 1953, individual spending in
nese workers remains abysmally bad. Japan amounted to 63.7 percent of
Japan has met and exceeded the gross national spending; by 1963, it
European levels of growth and pro- has fallen to 53.2 percent. In 1955,
ductivity, but wage rates are still social security benefits amounted to
far behind those in the West.
6.2 percent of gross national income;
According to Sohyo, 'wages of by 1962, social security payments
American workers are six times as amounted to only 5.9 percent. Sohyo
great; those of British workers are claims that social security payments
2.8 times as large; wages in West have now fallen to only 4.8 percent
Germany are more than double of gross national spending in 1965.
those of Japanese workers; and
Despite defense expenditures of
those in France and Italy are about about only 5 percent of gross naone-and-a-half times as great. To tional product, the country spends
give another example of contrasting less than 12 percent of its GNP for
living standards, gross national social services. This compares to 10
product per person in the United percent in the US and 26.8 percent
States is in excess-of $3,000 per year, in Great Britain. The US figure is
while that in Japan is about $770. low because of our immense expenNow in 1966, the country finds it- ditures for our "war chest." The Japself in a bad way economically. anese figure is low because of the
There is continuing severe price in- huge amount of money spent on
flation coupled with a business re- land development and other pro-

grams directly benefiting the business community.
In addition, the workers in Japan
are burdened by a severe housing
problem, confronted by significant
price hikes in most major utilities,
and have a totally ineffective framework of laws in regard to minimum
wages, working hours, and working
conditions.
In short, while the country has
made spectacular economic gains,
few of the benefits of this affluence
have spread through the working
class.
WAGES AND POLITICS
Now that the country finds itself
in the midst of a business crisis,
the employers are seeking to solve
the crisis by depressing the living
standards of the workers. Business
finds ample support for their position in the Sato Cabinet.
It is understandable therefore
that for Japanese workers, wage demands are linked to political demands.
In a recent interview, Akira Iwai,
General Secretary of Sohyo said;
"The economic and political demands advanced by the Japanese
working class are so closely interlinked it is sometimes difficult to
draw a line between them.
"The spring offensive pursues
economic gains—the goal is higher
wages. But the implications are,
much broader. The capitalist system
is going through crisis, both economic and political. And so the employers are not only trying to smash
the unions but to force the workers
to accept their ideology .. . The task
of the spring offensive is to beat
them at their subversive game and
at the same time to uphold the
workers' trade union rights and vital
Interests."
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Seattle Plans New Grain Dock
BIG SHOTS AND LITTLE FISHES
BY flied

cod

RECENT NOTE from Jim Foster, tip went plunging down like a jet on
hunt and fish enthusiast and a a dive. His rod kept on thumping
member of Local 8, raised a ques- down steadily and he figured he had,
tion. He asked if hunting casualties at least, a 30-pound Chinook at the
were on the increase in Oregon. A other end of the line.
He was wrong on both points—the
subsequent check with Oregon Game
Commission press man, Milt Guy- poundage and the species. It was not
mon revealed that casualties were up a Chinook; it was a sturgeon that
in Oregon-74 firearms casualties tipped the scales at 48 pounds and
this past year as compared with 65 measured 61 inches from nose to
tail. This is, as far as I know, the
the previous year.
Guymon's facts and figures indi- first sturgeon reported taken above
cate that the hunter is his own tidewater in any Tillamook county
worst enemy, with 35 of the reported stream.
*
*
*
accidents caused by hunters who
shot themselves. Contrary to the
popular belief that one's life is at
stake while hunting, only six of the
victims were reportedly mistaken for
game. Twelve victims were in line of
fire or hit by ricochet.
Ironically, most of the accidents
occurred at extremely close range,
with 52 of the victims three yards
Artist's sketch of proposed export grain terminal and mile-long Marine View or less from the muzzle of the fireDrive in Seattle. It will be able to handle super-ships in 1200-foot deep water arm. Nine more were also at relatively close range, with the victim
berth. The sketch looks north toward the Naval Supply Depot.
25 yards or less from the shooter.
SEATTLE—The first major step pass between the shoreside grain Twenty-three accidents occurred in
toward a multi-million dollar Elliott storage and rail marshalling yards a vehicle or boat. Simple carelessness
Bay ocean terminal project was and an off-shore ship loading facil- or ignorance caused 45 accidents
while many of those remaining
taken last week when Port of Seattle ity.
Water depths at dockside would pointed to the same cause.
Commissioners approved studies and
In spite of the intensified "Juvesketches on the development of the be ample for the largest ships of the
nile
Hunter Safety Program" in
tanker
a
ton
at
including
200,000
71,
world,
waterfront area between Pier
the foot of Bay Street, and Smith now being constructed in Japan. Oregon, it appears that juvenile
Nearly three miles of rail yard track- hunters were again high on the list,
Cove.
The $10-15 million project would age would provide space for storing either as the victim or as the shootinclude construction of one of the and sorting a hundred or more of. er. Thirty youngsters from the age
largest and most modern tidewater the largest rail cars used in the of 10 through 19 were the shooters,
while 27 youngsters in this age range
grain terminals in the nation, and grain trade.
Seattle's port commissioners ex- were the victims. Some were the remore than a mile of new waterside
Another devotee of the Pacific
extending from the north end of pect the projected new terminal sult of self-inflicted wounds. DisAlaskan Way to the northwest cor- could increase Seattle's grain ex- couraging to note is that twelve of saltchuck out of Golden Gate is
ner of the recently-filled area adja- ports from the present 750,000 tons the 29 youngsters involved as shoot- Nicholas Spang of San Francisco.
annually to 1,500,000 tons or more. ers had not obtained a hunter- Here's a pic of Nick with two ling
cent to the Naval Supply Depot.
The Port's principal share in the Modern designs for such facilities safety certificate as required by law. cod taken in mid-July—a 15 and 20
pounder.
project would be the new 5 million have completely eliminated the dust
* * *
Ronald D. Weiss of San Francisco,
bushel grain export terminal near and air pollution problems which
large
treated
a
California
to
was
plagued
ILWU
the
have
can earn a pair of
older
operations
of
proposed
members
the
of
the north end
dose of "beginner's luck" on his first the illustrated fishing lures by sendwaterfront drive. The drive would grain terminals, they said.
salmon fishing trip to the Pacific ing in a snapshot of a fishing, huntsaltchuck of the Farallon Islands, a ing, hiking, skin-diving or whatfew miles northwest of San Fran- have-you outdoor scene. Also add a
cisco. Fishing off a charter boat, he few lines of information concerning
nailed a 26-1b. King salmon (Chi- the pic and mention your local numnook) which was "big fish" for the ber.
trip and netted him the $14 jackpot.
Says Ron: "The salmon is a great
VANCOUVER, B. C. — A unique 365 feet long, has clear cargo space
newsprint transportation service, in- under cover which is equal in length game fish and although it was my
first trip, I guarantee you it won't
volving the two largest covered barges to a football field.
A sister barge "Nanoose Carrier" be my last."
in the world, was inaugurated here
Of course, retired members are
*
*
*
last month when the "Nootka Car- was launched at Victoria, B. C. on
eligible.
rier," with a cargo of 6500 tons of March 5.
Bob Phillips of Tillamook, Oregon
Write to:
A new tug,"Haida Brave," is being was casting cluster eggs upon the
newsprint, was towed out of Port
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDKR,
Alberni, British Columbia, on her built for MB&PR in Halifax, Nova waters of the Trask River, about a
0216 S.W. Iowa
maiden, 1,200-mile voyage to Long Scotia, to perform the towing job, mile above tidewater, when his rod
Portland, Oregon 97201
and it will reach the west coast via
Beach, California.
It is the first time that newsprint the Panama Canal within a few
cargoes have been carried on such a weeks to go into service. On her initial
trip, the "Nootka Carrier" was towed
long haul by barge.
The all-steel "Nootka Carrier," by a Foss tug from Seattle, Washington.
HUGE SIDE DOORS
The barges are loaded through four
huge side doors — each weighing
about five tons — which open onto
a cargo floor area of 23,000 square
SAN FRANCISCO—Following is
feet, with a height of 22 feet without
the April, 1966 list of dockworkers
a beam or partition. The barges have
retired under various ILWU-PMA
12
an 82-foot beam and a draft of 14/
plans;
feet.
Local 8: Ted R. Harrison; Local
The tug "Haida Brave" with over10, Gus Barnaby, Lee D. Breda,
all length of 140 feet, is one of the
Stanislaus Casey, Chris Daniellargest tugs ever built in Canada. It
son, Leo A. Hicks, Robert Howard,
will have a 36-foot beam and a draft
Ellis Johnson, Erik Johnson, Andy
of 17 feet. With loaded tow it will
Pederson, Michael A. Tonna.
make 8 knots, and 91/2 knots when
Local 13: Homer L. Coppage,
light.
Manuel W. Paahana, Arnulfo G.
Rolls of newsprint are placed in
Rojas, Claris Wilson; Local 19:
barges by vacuum lift trucks,
the
Henry Dettman; Local 34: Ray A.
and ventilators on the
fans
and
Tice; Local 50: Emil E. Perkins;
remove the exhaust fumes.
barges
A.
Olsen; Local
Local 92: Conrad
The doors are hydraulically operated.
94: Joseph Cercek, Einer Hansen,
Each barge has two anchors, and
Winfred L. Moody.
The man second from the left is Bob
uniquely, these are controlled by
The widows are: Bertha J.
Cooper,
longshoreman of Local 51, Port
towing
the
A
tug.
radio
from
radio
Brantner, Mary Haynes, Angela
Gamble, Washington. He won the 1966 World's Championship in clam-gulping
from
the
tug
flashed
releases
signal
Howerter, Edna V. Lawson, Gladys
brakes on the anchor chains and al- competition by swallowing 208 clams in 8 minutes. Others pictured (from left)
Martin, Genevieve Nankervis, Edthe anchors to drop at a pre- are Cooper's brother-in-law, Tom Fitzsimmons, Cecil Hall of the sponsoring Elks
lows
Ruhl,
Pointer,
Martha
na M.
rate and to a pre-deter- Lodge 317, and Cooper's trainer-manager, Maurice "Jiggers" Plaster, also a
determined
Emma 0.Swanson.
member of Local 51.
mined depth.
—Photo, Port Townsend Leader
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Canadian Paper Reaches USA
On Biggest Covered Barges

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List

Clam Gulping Champ
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onanza in High Protein Food Experimental

SEATTLE — Tremendous enthusiasm has been generated here among
commercial fishermen as tremendous catches of a one-time scrap
fish known as hake has been widely
advertised as a possible new business
enterprise.
However, Puget Sound fishermen
were warned by ILWU Local 3 fish
union officials Joe Jurich and John
Tadich that two major conditions

This revolutionary new fishing net has
a "throat" 90 by 80 feet and promises
to change the entire commercial fishing industry in the Seattle area.
will determine how important this
recently-heralded hake catch will be
to them.
One condition concerns a gamble.
Are the hake caught in Puget Sound
during the late winter and early
spring the same hake that schooled
off-shore from May to October and
then disappeared. If that is so,
heavy fishing could deplete the supply. However fishery scientists are
convinced Puget Sound has a yeararound hake population.
HIGH PROTEIN
The second condition concerns
possible use of hake as a high protein supply—which promises, if approved, to end protein malnutrition
suffered by millions of hungry people throughout the world.
The substance is called fish protein concentrate (FPC). Up to the
present hake has been ground up
only for pet food and meal. If FPC,
produced through a highly sophisticated reduction process, is approved
by the US government for human
consumption a magnificent new
market would open for West Coast
hake—estimated as high as 6 billion
fish.
This almost tasteless and odorless
powder reduced from the whole fish

Ekstrom Retires After
44 Years on Portland Front
PORTLAND — After 44 years on
the waterfront, Carl (Al) Ekstrom,
retired from Supercargo and Checkers Local 40 here. Starting in 1922
at age 19, Ekstrom later became a
charter member of Local 40, and
fought through all the strikes of
ILWU. He has never worked at anything except as checker and supercargo in the Columbia River District.

ZIP Numbers
Needed Now
SAN FRANCISCO—Mail lacking
a ZIP code number will in the
near future be set aside for delayed delivery, the US Post'Office
advises. All local unions and members writing to the International
should supply their own ZIP code
numbers so that these may be incorporated into the union's mailing strips. Local unions, especially,
should send these numbers immediately to the International office in order that the necessary
revisions may be made in time.

can be used in breads and cereals
or other food products.
A half ounce of FPC is said to be
capable of providing a child with all
the animal protein needed daily for
a fraction of a cent.
The Federal Food and Drug Administration has not certified FPC
as fit for human consumption yet
because the fish are not cleaned before processing. Last summer the
National Academy of Sciences reported that FPC made from hake is
safe.
Next month the Senate will begin
subcommittee hearings on a bill
sponsored by Senator Warren Magnuson of Washington and Senator
E. L. Bartlett of Alaska that calls
for a $5 million appropriation to
build five plants for FPC production
and experimentation.
"As the situation stands," Local 3
officials said, "it is a promising picture for a limited number of boats
and shoreside workers." The picture
will be considerably brighter, they
added, if scientists can be sure of a
continuous hake supply, and if the
government approves FPC.
At the present time the only market for the scrap fish is a plant at
LaConner, Washington, where it is
ground up for pet food. A second
plant is being built in Aberdeen,
Washington to process hake into
meal for poultry and livestock feed.
The report that two million pounds
of hake had been caught recently by
two boats, jumped the price from $20
to $25 a ton, and aroused great interest in the entire industry.
Sonar soundings conducted by the
Interior Department's Bureau of
Commercial Fisheries have detected

Overseas Van
Movements

Gigantic "automated" net can fake
25 tons of fish in a single haul.
vast schools lately. One was estimated to be 20 miles long by three
miles wide.
Boats bringing in the huge haul
were using the bureau's experimental gear. This gear, developed after
years of work by the Seattle exploratory-fishing and gear-research base
of the bureau is a giant wide-water
troll net with electronic telemetering equipment built into the nets,
enabling the fishermen to spot
schools with an echo sounder and
set their nets right among the fish.
Hake, not eaten at all on the West
Coast, is relished by Frenchmen who
call it "saumon blanc," and the British use it extensively in their fish
and chips.

CHICAGO—Shippers in the Chicago-St. Louis area began last week
an experiment in overseas container
movements that may have a profound effect on the entire transportation industry, it was announced by
the United States Department of
Commerce.
Named the "Through Container
Experimental Project," it will try a
practical test of through shipments
by containers from an inland point
in the United States to an inland
point in Great Britain.
Every means of transportation
become involved in the experiment—
from trucks which pick up the loaded containers, to the railroads which
carry them across country, to the
docks and ships—with the process
being repeated in reverse at the
other end.
The experiment is being conducted
by the US Maritime Administration
and the British National Ports Council in cooperation with a number of
shipping lines, railroads, truck lines,
freight forwarders and various private and government agencies.
Four containers will be loaded in
Chicago and transported through
New York, destined for Birmingham,
England. Four will originate in the
St. Louis area, to be transported via
the Port of Norfolk, Virginia. Two
containers will be routed from St.
Louis through the Port of New Orleans.

•

We'll Fight Discrimination In The Trade Union Fashion
ET'S TALK COLD turkey about
problems unions face when elements outside the labor movement
get themselves involved in what is
essentially down-to-earth trade
union business. In other words, let's
look at some of the dangers involved
when such elements shoulder their
way in—usually with the intention
of being helpful—and do more harm
than good.
I have in mind particularly a situation that developed in Southern
California, at a plant which has
been successfully organized as a result of the growing efforts of the
joint ILWU-Teamster organizational
campaign.
At Capitol Metals Company in the
Watts area organizational activities
have been successfully concluded.
However, there were some tense moments, and responsibility for some
of this tension can be placed on
efforts by groups outside the labor
movement. Their motives may have
been OK, but their actions did not
aid the very people they thought
they were helping, and placed the
trade union situation in some jeopardy for a short while.

L

N THE BACKGROUND to this
1 story, we find a shop in which
the workers are overwhelmingly Negroes. In an area where tensions can
build up rapidly, such as Watts, just
to name one place, organizers must
be acutely aware of such tensions
and do everything possible to keep
the issues close to the ground—on
a pork chops, trade union basis!
After all, the primary purpose of a
union is to organize workers. The
ILWU happens to have built into its
very structure and function the fact
that when workers become members
of the union they are first class
citizens on their job. There are no
ifs, ands or buts about that. That's

been the ILWU's landmark since its
beginning, and it isn't going to
change.
In the situation under discussion
the employers discharged a worker
who played a key union role. When
this happens, it is the union's responsibility to forewarn all the other
workers, so they'll be prepared, and
not make any moves that will jeopardize their organizational ability. In
other words, the workers must understand the union program sufficiently, and have enough confidence
in the union program, to stay on the
job and fight to win representation.
In the case in question, after the
key union figure in the plant was
fired on a specific Sunday, the
workers agreed not to walk off. They
knew they had a majority signed up
for the union. They also knew the
union was prepared to take an unfair labor relations case to the
proper authorities, and had the evidence on which such a fight could
be won.
However, two more men were fired
on Monday, and it was reported that
the employers had said that anyone
who joined the union would also be
fired. At that point they all walked
out, without warning the union.
Picket lines were set up, and the
strike was on.
Then came the outside influences.
They all apparently joined the picket
line and attempted to make it more
of a racial issue than a union problem. It was not a race issue, it was
in every sense of the word a union
beef. Sometimes some groups don't
always understand these distinctions. But the fact remains we can't
afford to have workers in an industry that's being organized get
lost in this kind of turmoil.
When we organize, we intend to
use the power of the union to insist
that the employer recognize all
members as first class citizens and
unionists. That means regardless of

race, creed, origin, or anything else.
If a man can do the job, and is in
the union, the union will protect the
individual to the hilt.
The important point to make here
is that it is the union's responsibility
to do this job for its union members.
No one knows better than the
ILWU how much discrimination
there has been against members of
minority groups in this country. We
have put in more than 30 years
fighting discrimination, and as a
union will continue to fight it—in
the union fashion!
We understand why there's confusion too. It's no secret that many
parts of the national trade union
movement have not done a particularly good job when it comes to
minority relations, and some have
done a disgraceful job. But the
ILWU's record is clear cut—and
within the life of our organization
we've practiced what we've preached.
HE MORAL OF THE story is that
sticking to a good straight trade
union line, bringing more and more
workers into the labor movement,
will bring better results for all of us
than some of the hit-and-run agitation that sometimes takes place.
In the case of Capitol Metals, despite the tension and turmoil, the
union has been recognized, the strike
has been called off, the contract is
being negotiated, and there's no discrimination against any of the workers.
That happens to be the formula
we have followed in the past and
will follow in the future.
And it should be added, that as
long as we follow these basic principles and practices of the ILWU,
the civil liberties and civil rights of
all our members will be protected—
and in the long run the entire community will be better off as a result.
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