Resurgence of Spirit
See Editorial, page two
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First Outside USA

Officers Renominated Unanimously Biggest
Convention
Ever Held

VANCOUVER, B. C. — The
16th Biennial Convention of the
ILWU adjourned April 9 after
unanimouly nominating without
opposition the three principal
officers,President Harry Bridges,
Vice President J. R. Robertson
and Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt.
The nominations will be placed
on a referendum ballot for election
by the rank and file along with the
names of men nominated for the
ILWU International Executive
Board. (The candidates from each
area are listed, with photos, on page
three.)
An emotion-loaded closing session
was chaired by Bill Lawrence, Local
13, now retired, and a veteran of
• many conventions and caucuses.
Bridges delivered a short address
of thanks for himself and his fellow officers, saying:
"The achievements of this union
stem from the strength and unity
of the rank and file—not from the
officers . . . The workers are the
real power in this world . . . The
working class is the force that gets
things done ... We appreciate the
honor of being renominated."

Closing ceremonies included statements by many delegates thanking
their Canadian hosts for a job very
well done.
The Canadian locals were presented with parchment scrolls of
thanks along with a bronze plaque
to be placed in the Canadian ILWU
office.
The widow of Frank Andrews, a

man much missed at this convention, was introduced to the delegates. The Hawaiian delegation sang
"Aloha" and the 16th Convention
became a matter of history after a
minute of silence in honor of those
union veterans who died in the past
two years.
The 17th Biennial Convention will
be held in 1967 in San Francisco.

Support for BC Teamos
VANCOUVER, B. C.—April 13—
Full and unlimited support for the
Vancouver Teamsters Union, currently in a dispute with cartage
companies was pledged today by
the caucus of the ILWU meeting
here.
The caucus is a delegated body
that meets annually to review
union contract provisions. In attendance are 150 delegates from
the West Coast, Canada, Alaska
and Hawaii.
"We want to make clear to all
concerned" says the resolution introduced by Canadian delegates to
the caucu s, "that the ILWU is
pledged to respect Teamster picket lines and will take immediate
action if struck companies at-

tempt to move cargo on or off the
dock.
"We take this action with the
full knowledge that it may result
in the complete tie-up of all BC
ports, an action which we hope
will become unnecessary but a
risk we are prepared to take."
The ILWU action is based on a
mutual aid working agreement
which it has with the Teamsters
union.
The resolution, which was
unanimously passed, pointed out
that the Canadian members of
the ILWU are rapidly achieving
parity with the US rates. But the
Teamsters rates in Canada were
below US Teamster rates and below ILWU rates.

VANCOUVER, B. C. — The
16th Biennial Convention of the
ILWU, the biggest ever, and the
first to meet outside of the borders of the United States, was
greeted by ILWU Canadian Area
president Arthur "Bud" Barker
who said, "We are bursting with
pride that you are here with us
in Canada. This makes it an international convention in the best
sense of the word."
The 308 delegates from 67 locals,
plus four pensioners organizations,
the federated auxiliaries and visitors
constituted the greatest roster ever
brought together at one convention.
They came from the three western
states, from Alaska, Hawaii and British Columbia.
They heard rousing speeches from
such Canadian political orators as
member of Parliament T. C. (Tommy) Douglas,leader of the New Democratic Party, and Senator Ernest
Gruening of Alaska, who scorched
—Continued on Page 6
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Editor's note: Mr. Bridges is in Vancouver, British Columbia,
attending the Coast Longshore Caucus which followed the 16th
Biennial Convention. His column will be resumed when he returns.
Below are excerpts from the "Report of the Officers to the
Convention," dealing with US Foreign Policy. The quote from
Franklin D. Roosevelt is an exact replica of the opening section
of the foreign policy report.

US FOREIGN POLICY

GREAT QUALITATIVE change has
come over our union. How great it is,
how far it will reach, how much it means
to the future of the union and what it will
spell in terms of bread and butter, peace
and the general good must await the verdict of time.
Our editorial instinct is not entirely devoid of the emotional element. It requires
that we discount wishful thinking and base
conclusions, insofar as we are able, upon
observable facts and tested principles. Bear
this in mind, then, as we discuss the 16th
Biennial Convention of The International
Longshoremen's & Warehousemen's Union,
held in the City of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, April 5 through 9, 1965.
The Dispatcher has been alive reportorially to cover and to comment upon eleven of
the sixteen conventions, and in all these
years we have never seen a more united, dynamic and meaningful meeting, nor one that
promised more hope for the future.
From the inspiring speeches of the opening day to the touching aloha of the closing
session,the convention was dramatic expression of determined will of 308 delegates representing upward of 65,000 trade union
members who elected them from locals in
the United States and Canada to find ways
and means to build a stronger union and a
better life.

A

HE CONVENTION committees were hard,working. The delegates debated, and
T
through debate sought understanding of the
issues and the best possible answers insofar
as the union could contribute to the answers. These ranged from international relations and domestic problems besetting the
US and Canada to the simple and basic
problems of the union in its day to day work
of winning and maintaining improved wages
and conditions.
If the oldtimers were worried by the
youths who were plentifully present, they
need not have been, for it was plainly discernible that a resurgence of the spirit of
the union's beginnings is here to stay and
grow.
On peace and civil rights—the burning
issues of the day—young and old delegates
were one, and their ovations to the speakers
on these subjects were followed by hardhitting resolutions.

It is significant that the convention was

held in British Columbia where snowcapped
mountains meet the sea in towering challenge to the cascading waves. For the first
time in inspiring and meaningful way US
ILWU has come together with Canadian
ILWU and learned that no borders separate
the interests of working men. Both have
known this in theory, but in Vancouver it
became concrete and engraved upon the
mind. And the delegates from Hawaii, Alaska, Washington, Oregon, California (and one
from Ohio) will never forget the magnificent and all-out welcome given to them by
the 16 British Columbia ILWU locals.
MPRESSIVE is the progress made by the
I ILWU in British Columbia in the past
few years. It is alive and alert and organizing at a dizzying pace. It is easy to see that
it also contributes to the political climate of
Canada, which, as President Harry Bridges
put it, is 'crazy enough" to recognize that
750 million people in China exist and that
trade with that gigantic nation emerged
from feudalism will contribute to the peace
of the world.
The 16th Biennial Convention was in itself a great success. How great depends upon
how fast the spark will start the fire in the
breasts of the rank and file and officialdom
of the membership of ILWU and other laboring men and women who look to the
ILWU as an independent pace-setter.
41E:,
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rTHE WORK, MY FRIENDS, is peace. More than an end
of this war—an end to the beginnings of all wars. Yes, an
end, forever, to this impractical, unrealistic settlement of the
differences betweeen governments by the mass killing of
peoples.
"Today, as we move against
the terrible scourge of war—
as we go forward toward the
greatest contribution that any
generation of human beings
can make in this world—the
contribution of lasting peace,
I ask you to keep up your
faith. I measure the sound,
solid achievement that can be
made at this time by the
straight edge of your own confidence and your resolve. And
Photo by Otto Hagel
to you, and to all Americans who dedicate themselves with us
to the making of an abiding peace. I say:
"The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our
doubts of today. Let us move forward with strong and active
faith."
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's last draft
of a proposed speech. He died suddenly the

next day at 4:35 p.m., April 12, 1945, at
Warm Springs, Georgia.

"United States foreign policy," the officers stated, "is a
mess. It is costing the people more and more with each passing month. . . extracting a terrible economic and moral toll.
Yet its results add little if anything to the nation's or the
world's well being and security."
While we support stooge governments we place in power in
South Vietnam, they wrote, we must emphasize that what is
happening there is truly a civil war, and we should pull out.
We are the victims of "managed news" that distorts our understanding of vital events, and obscures the fact that China
is the real issue. We are doing nothing to live peacefully with
China, or even to co-exist with her, even while she has become a great world power.
Twenty years after the founding of the United Nations, the
report states, our stake in the UN is greater than ever. The
UN remains our best hope. War must not be the major prop
to our economy.
"Speaking as a union," they wrote, "we insist there is a
better way to spend our money, our energy and lives than in
trying to prevent or to slow down revolutionary or evolutionary changes in the world's political or social structure.
"There is only one choice that the United States must
take, along with its allies, which is to co-exist with all other
nations—as they are in fact and not as we would like them to
be in our image. Any efforts to halt basic changes in other
countries are doomed to failure.
"And so we go back to what remains our best hope—United
Nations."
The officers concluded:
"We cannot remake the world, we cannot be the world's
cop. We shouldn't want to. Everyone had better hurry and use
the United Nations, as it was meant to be used, before the
people of the world decide to do the job themselves, at the
cost of many lives and incalculable wealth.
"We reaffirm our position that a plebescite for self determination, under UN auspices, can reduce world tension, and
serve the same basic purposes that rank-and-file union democracy serves to represent working people here at home.
"We believe in a continuation of nuclear test bans, hopefully leading to an ultimate outlawing of the holocaust
weapon.
"We believe in world wide disarmament, and the withdrawal of all foreign troops wherever they may be stationed.
"We believe, in fighting the war on poverty at home as a
first essential need, and using our vast surplus wealth in the
fight against poverty wherever it may exist.
"We believe that stepped-up world trade with all countries,
wtih no political strings attached, will not only reduce unemployment in the United States and Canada, but raise living standards in other countries, and become a major bulwark for peace.
"This is a trade union program, in the best interests of
our members, and will bring the maximum benefits to our
nations."
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3 to be electet

Northern California

Charles (Chili) Duarte, Local 6; Michael Johnson, Local 34; Carl Smith, Local 10, all of San Francisco Bay Area, and Frank Jaworski, Sr., Local 54, Stockto

3 to be electe

Hawaii

Nominees, all of Local 142, are Frank Mendoza, Jr., longshore division; Wayne Higa, miscellaneous division; and Haruo (Dyna) Nakamoto and Joser
Lunasco, sugar division. No more than one from each division may be elected.

Oregon & Columbia Rive
1 to be elected

Southern California

2 to be elected

Eddie Mondor and L. L. (Chick) Loveridge, both of Local 13, Wilmington, and Louis Sherman, Local 26, Los Angeles.

Puget Sound and Alaska

2 to be elected

Jack Price, Local 19, Seattle; William Forrester Local 51, Port Gamble, and George Ginnis, Local 23, Tacoma.

Canada ......................... 1 to be elected
Nominees are Bev Dunphy and Roy Smith, both of Local 501, Vancouver.

All candidates for the International Executive Board
pictured on this page will be on
the ballot for the biennial referendum election to be held
within fifty days .. . No
more than one candidate
from a local or from a division
of Local 142 may be elected.
Barring write-in upsets this
means that at least some of the
candidates pictured are assured of election. These would
be Louis Sherman of Local 26
and Frank Mendoza and Wayne
Higa of Local 142.

Nominees are (top) Charles Ros
Local 8, Portland, and (below) Euger
Bailey, Local 12, North Bend.

Run-off Vote Set fo.
Local 34 Secretary
SAN FRANCISCO—A run-off elef
tion will be held by Ship Clerks' Lc
cal 34, ILWU, to name a secretar3
treasurer. Veteran secretary Pal
Cosgrove died recently.
Contestants will be Clyde Dors(
and Arthur C. Rosenbrock.
Dates of the run-off election wi
be April 26-27. Members can vote bE
tween 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. thos
days at the San Francisco and Oal
land hiring halls.
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Editor's Note: T. C. (Tommy) the best vegetable garden that I load the cargo with comparatively
no staff at all.
Douglas, MP,the first major speaker have ever seen."
A digital electronic computer to"Oh, manure! That's all. Lots of
at the ILWU's 16th Biennial Convenday, operated by 18 people, can remanure!"
tion, brought down the house with
The girl was very embarrassed, place eleven or twelve hundred
his pithy remarks and cogent analysis of the social, political and eco- and she left her father and Eddie, clerks, accountants, bookkeepers,
nomic condition of the United States went into the kitchen and said: statistical clerks and file clerks.
and Canada. Douglas is a member of "Mother, you have got to do some- Remington-Rand has just produced
the Canadian House of Commons, thing with father. ... He is down in a machine into which you can speak
from British Columbia. He was born the garden, and it seems that every as I am speaking into this microin Scotland in 1904, came to Canada other word he uses is 'manure'. Can't phone, and it will faultlessly transmit your words into written statein 1910, studied at Canadian univer- you teach him to say 'fertilizer'?"
Mother said: "Mary, it took me 25 ments on a piece of paper. No
sities and the University of Chicago.
He was first elected an MP in 1935 years to teach him to say 'manure'!" shorthand, no typewriter, no secretary. It is going to be hell operating
from the province of Saskatchewan; (Laughter and applause.)
So it has taken me 25 years to do one of those things on your knee!
became premier of Saskatchewan in
1944; resigned in 1961 to become this and I am not going to change it But four million secretaries are goleader of the New Democratic Party now because I am talking to a lot of ing to be affected when that becomes popular.
(NDP), a party which has the backTRAGEDY? OR BLESSING?
ing of Canadian labor. He has been
minister of a church, an outstanding
May I point out, of course, that
amateur boxer, and is considered
automation is not a tragedy. It can
one of Canada's most capable politibe a blessing. The scientific revolucal leaders as well as colorful orator.
tion, if properly directed, could do
He is a lifelong member of the Typothree things for us. It could give us
graphical Union, and a powerful ada standard of living such as no
vocate of medicare.
one in his wildest moments has
Excerpts from Douglas' speech
dreamed. It could rid the world once
follow:
and for all of poverty and ignorance
and disease. It could end once and
It is a great honor for me on befor all scarcity and give man the
half of the New Democratic Party in
abundant life.
Canada to extend a hearty welcome
to all the delegates who are attendThe second thing: the scientific
ing this convention. I want to say
era, properly directed, could improve
that whatever minor differences we
the quality of life. Which is just as
may have between people in Canada
important as the standard of living,
and the United States, we're the
because life consists of more than
best of neighbors. You know, everyjust having two cars in every garage
one goes around the world talking
and a chicken in every pot. Man
about Canada and the United States
doesn't live by bread. alone. Man does
as the example of good friends. We
live by the things of the mind and
have 4,000 miles of unguarded borthe spirit.
der. .. . We know the United States
And the third thing the scientific
will never invade Canada once they
revolution could do, if we channel
ever look at our roads! We would
it into proper courses, is that it
never invade the United States once
could enable those of us in the westwe had a look at their national debt!
ern industrial world to play our part
(Laughter and applause.)
in raising standards of living in the
WORKERS ARE BROTHERS
underdeveloped areas of the world.
We will never have peace in the
As a matter of fact, of course,labor
world, fellow trade unionists, as long
doesn't know any national boundaas three-fifths of the human race
ries. Workers are brothers around
go to bed hungry every night. We
the world. Wherever men and women
want our children and their children
earn their bread by the sweat of
to live in peace. We in the United
their brow, they have a common
T. C.(Tommy) Douglas, MP
States and Canada and in the more
cause and a common loyalty and a
fortunate areas of the world must
common dedication. So national differences fade away in a convention dignitaries from all over the western be prepared to dedicate part of our
great production to waging relentlike this as we work together for the world.
less warfare against ignorance, povSCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION
advancement of working people
I want to talk to you for a little erty and disease the world around.
the world around.
All my life I have been closely as- while about what I think, next to But this will only happen if we know
sociated with organized labor. When the problem of the danger of nuclear what to do with this scientific revoI was 14 years of age I started to war, is the greatest issue facing lution, because the scientific revoserve my apprenticeship as a printer, those of us who live in the western lution is going to make it increasand was then and have continued to world. I refer to the fact that we ingly possible to produce goods and
be a member of the International have now entered the great era services without people.
Robert Theobald, who is a New
Typographical Union. Throughout which history will know as the scienZealander but who is now an Amerall my political life I have been tific revolution.
The scientific revolution is merely ican citizen living in New York, a
closely associated with the organized
workers and the farmers and the an extension of the industrial revo- great industrial economist, lectured
little people of the areas I have rep- lution which started a little over 150 in this city a few weeks ago. He said:
years ago when Jimmy Watt in- "By the year 2000 two per cent of the
resented.
My constituency organizer always vented the steam engine. Man labor force will produce all the goods
warns me when I come to interna- learned how to harness power — and services we need."
If we are able to produce all the
tional conventions that "You should steam power, electrical power, the
be very careful when you talk to internal combustion engine, the die- goods and services we need with less
international conventions. You have sel engine, and now atomic and nu- people, how do people get the income
to be much more highbrow." But I clear power. And as a result of his to buy the products of our factories
explain to him that I just can't be discovery we launched the industrial and our farms? My own opinion is:
different than I am.I told him about revolution, which has brought man the day will come when probably we
the farmer and his wife in Canada more technical advancement in one will have to give to every citizen as a
who had a very pretty daughter. She and a half centuries than he had in right a guaranteed income whether
went off to the city and got a job, all the previous thousands of years they work or not, so that they can
,met a very nice boy and fell in love that he inhabited this planet. But buy the products of industry. But
with him. And so when she wrote her let's not forget that it also brought we are not ready for that yet. We
mother and father to tell of the next with it dislocation, unemployment have still got tremendous things that
will have to be done, particularly in
visit home, she wrote and said: "I'm and misery.
Now we have started another revo- the public sector. We still need hous°ringing home Eddie. I hope you like
him, because I am thinking of mar- lution. It is called the "scientific ing, schools, hospitals, recreation
rying him. P.S. Be on your best be- revolution." Because the electronic centers, better roads, better cities,
computer has given us automation slum clearance, urban renewal. Trehavior."
So she brought Eddie home, and of and cybernation. The industrial rev- .mendous things still have to be done.
:ourse
her mother and father were olution replaced man's muscles with But they are not going to be done
a machine. The electronic computer unless we are prepared to organize
3,11 dressed up in their bib and tucker. And of course Eddie was also try- is replacing man as the minder of a our economy so as to make the prodmg to make a very good impression, machine. It is now possible (and it is ucts and benefits of the scientific
so everything that he saw he praised being done) to build factories that revolution available to every citizen.
the sky. Eddie said: "Oh, Mr. can be completely controlled and How do we go about it?
There is only one answer. It was
3rown, you have such lovely straw- operated by electronic computers.
I can take you through the meat- summed up by Dr. Leon Keyserling
3erries!"
The farmer said: "Nothing to that. packing industry, take you into your who said: "The only way to have full
Just put manure over them. That's own business, to the field of ship- employment and economic growth is
loading, in which new automated to wage war on poverty; and the
all."
Then a few steps further oil and ships are now being produced so only way to wage war on poverty is
Eddie said: "Mr. Brown, you have completely automated that they can to have full employment and eco-

nomic growth. There is no distinction between the two problems."
Why do these men say that we
must wage war on poverty? Because
in Canada and the United States
about 20 percent of our people live
in a state of poverty, on incomes of
less than $2,000 per year per family.
Another 20 percent live in what
sociologists call "a state of deprivation"—that is, with incomes of less
than $3,000 per year per family. That
is 40 percent of the population of the
United States, some 77 million people, who live either in poverty or on
the edge of poverty. And in Canada,
about the same — 40 percent are
either in a complete state of poverty
or are just on the threshold of it.
Now, this bottom 40 percent comprises the people who are not able to
buy. On this continent the top ten
percent of the population gets 27
times as much income on the average as the bottom ten percent. 27
times as much! The top 50 percent.
of the population gets 77 percent of
the national income and the bottom
50 percent gets only 23 percent.
We have produced a lot of affluence, but it has not been distributed
equitably; and because it has not
been distributed equitably, the bottom: 40 percent of our population is
not able to buy the products of the
industry.
How do you put purchasing power
into the pockets of the bottom 40
percent of our population in the
United States and in Canada? Well,
most of you know the ways you put
purchasing power into their pockets.
MASSIVE PROGRAMS
First of all, in our respective countries we have to embark upon massive programs aided by social capital
to put the unemployed to work,
building low-cost housing, clearing
up slums, providing decent living
facilities; building schools, hospitals,
university buildings, training

schools, vocational centers, libraries,
recreational centers; reforestation
projects, water - conservation projects.

There is no excuse for one idle
able-bodied person on this North
American continent, with all the
things we need. ... We spend more
money buying new cars than we
spend on the roads on which they
run. We spend more money on advertising soaps and deodorants than
we spend on education. We spend
more money on horse racing than we
spend on recreational facilities for
young people. And one wonders why
they end up in jail!
You go into any city on this North
American continent and there is a
filling station on almost every street
corner. I don't object to filling stations. I think that they are handy
things. But we have got far better
facilities to look after our cars than
we have to look after our sick.
Another thing we need to do: We
need to raise minimum wages and
we need to increase wages with productivity. Every once in a while, you
know, I run into some individuals
who tell me: "Well, the whole problem in our economy is that wages are
going up too much. Wages are too
high."
I always remind them that if low
wages will bring prosperity, this continent should have been paradise in
the 1930's. But it wasn't.
As a matter of fact, in the main
wages have not gone up as much as
productivity. From 1949 to 1961 productivity in this continent went up
55.6 percent per man. Wages haven't
kept pace with that.
As productivity increases (and it
Is increasing at the rate of nearly
four percent per year per manhour), wages must increase so that
people who produce the goods have
the money to buy them. You are not
going to get prosperity out of low
wages. Low wages simply mean that
people can't buy. We have got to
start financing consumption. And
what is true of workers is just as
(Continued on next page)
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true of farmers. And I say to trade
unionists that you have to have some
thought of the farmers, for the
farmers have been milked even more
than the workers.
If the farmer hasn't any money,
he is not going to be buying any cars,
trucks or farm machinery; he is not
going to be buying the products of
industry; he is not going to be able
to ship his goods through the ports,
upon which your living depends.
The one thing I have been trying
for 25 years to sell to the labor
movement and to the farm movements in both the United States and
Canada is the fact that the worker
and the farmer are economically interdependent; and the worker's
prosperity depends on the farmer's
ability to buy, and the farmer's prosperity depends upon the worker's
ability to buy beef and pork and butter and eggs and cheese.
Another way you put money into
the pockets of the bottom 40 percent
of our population is to raise socialsecurity benefits for the physically
handicapped, for the widows, orphans and, above all, for the oldage pensioners, the people who have
retired.
Well, we are spending (billions)
every year on defense, most of it on
equipment that was obsolete before
we got it. Nobody said'we "couldn't
afford" that. But whenever you come
to talk about the welfare of human
beings, we "can't afford" it. I say,
we can't afford not to do it!
One of the ways that we distribute
purchasing power is a Medicare program. In Canada the New Democratic Party and the whole labor
movement are in the midst of a battle to get a comprehensive Medicare
program for all Canadians. And it
will be a'battle!
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL
Every man, woman and child, is
entitled to complete medical care
when they need it, irrespective of

ability to pay. We need this in Canada; you need it in the United
States. Not Medicare for a few, not
Medicare for the indigent. I protest
against a Medicare system that divides people into first-class and second-class citizens. I protest against
any Medicare system that degrades
and humiliates an individual by
making him or her to come and
prove that he or she are indigent before they get the health services to
which they ought to be entitled by
right because of being citizens of a
free country. (Loud applause.)
We have come to the place in our
society where health services should
be available to every person, without
money and without price. Health
ought not to have a price tag on it.
People should be entitled to the benefits of medical science. The cost
should be borne by society as a
whole and paid for on the basis of
ability to pay. And I say that the
trade union movement ought to be
be in the forefront of this battle.
We have got to fight for the day
when every citizen will be entitled to
whatever health services they need
—medical care, hospital care, optometric care, dental care, glasses,
drugs. Whatever they need for good
health, they will be entitled to those
services whether they be rich or
poor, black or white, Catholic or
Protestant, gentile or Jew! (Applause.)
I want to close by saying just this
to you: that not only must we reorganize our whole economic system
and redirect it in view of this scientific revolution which is now upon
us, but the trade union movement
has to reorganize itself. You live in
a different world from the world in
which trade unions were first born.
If trade unions are going to survive
in this scientific era, they are going
to have to bring their methods up
to date. For one thing, trade unions
are going to have to spend more
time on economic research.
The second thing that we are going to need in the trade union move-

ment is that we are going to have
to broaden our whole concept of organization. The old type of union,
the craft union for instance, is
doomed in my opinion. I think the
time is going to come now when we
have got to start reaching out for
the blue-collar workers and the
white-collar workers.
POLITICAL ACTION
And finally, the trade-union movement, it seems to me, must come to
realize that collective bargaining
agreements by themselves will not
solve the problems of the scientific
revolution; that you can fight at the
bargaining table, you can even win
a battle on the picket line and get a

five percent increase in wages, and
an increase in the cost of living six
months later can take it all away.
The time has come when the
trade-union movement must broaden its horizons and not think only
in terms of the collective bargaining
agreement, but must move into the
forefront of the battle for social
justice.
In other words, I am saying to you
that the trade union movement has
to become militant in the field of
social and economic reform; that it
is not enough to win battles on the
picket line and then scab at the ballot box on election day! (Prolonged
applause.)

e Mouse Story
(Editor's note: Delegates requested this delightful
story told by Tommy Douglas be reproduced in full.)
I close by telling you a simple,
little story that I have often told
my friends here in British Columbia. I sat in the House of Commons for some years and my deskmate was a big, husky miner from
Cape Breton Island, Clary Gillis,
who went to work when he was 13
years of age and worked all his
life in the coal mines until he
came to Parliament. And Clary
used to tell an interesting little
story when he was trying to illustrate what I have been trying
to say. He used to tell the story
of Mouse Land:
Mouse Land was a quiet place
where all the little mice lived and
they were very much like people.
They had their good days and
their bad days. Just like the rest
of us, they had a tough time making a living. They were like us in
other respects, too. They had a
parliament and a government in
Mouse Land. And on election day
all the little mice used to go to
the polls. They used to elect a
government of — big, fat black
cats!
Now, you might think it strange
that mice would have government
of cats. But if you take a look at
Canada and the United States
over a period of years, you will
not see that mice are any stupider
than men.
I don't want you to think that
these black cats were nasty cats
or dirty cats. They were very nice
cats. Very clean. Very circumspect. And they gave good government. They passed good laws
—good laws for cats!
One of the laws they passed was
that a mouse hole had to be big
enough so that a cat could get his
paw in! They passed another law
to say that in the mornings mice
could only travel at a certain
speed, so a cat could get his
breakfast without too much trouble. And all the laws that the cats
passed were good laws. They were
good for cats, but, oh, they were
tough on the mice! And the mice
kept getting fewer and fewer in
number, and they got fed up with
it.
So they said: "We have had
enough of this." And the next
election they went to the polls,
and they threw the black cats out
—and they put the white cats in!
(Laughter and applause:)
The white cats, of course, had
put on a terrific campaign—television, radio, bill posters. And the
white cats said: "The trouble with
Mouse Land lies in those mouse
holes. Those round mouse holes.
They are no good. We should have
square mouse holes." And when
they got in, they kept their promise. They put in square mouse
holes. The square mouse holes
were twice as big as the round

mouse holes, and now a cat could
get both his paws in. And more
mice disappeared than ever. So
the next election they went back
to the black cats. Then they
couldn't stand them any more,
and so they went back to white
cats. Then black cats, then white
cats. And one time they even tried
a government of half white cats
and half black cats. It didn't make
a bit of difference. The trouble
wasn't whether they were black
or white. The trouble was that
they were cats.
Well, there was one little guy
who had an idea, and he got on
the soapbox and he said: "Look,
fellow mice! Why do we want to
keep having a government of
cats? Why don't we have a government of mice?"
"Oh," they said, "he's a Bolshevik! Lock him up! Lock him up!"
And they locked him up and
they kept him there, and he died.
But I want to remind you, you
can kill mice and you can kill
men—but you can't kill an idea!
(Loud applause.) And the idea
that this little mouse had started
generated and grew, and away
back in the stillness of the night,
in their mouse holes the mice
would say to one another, "Do
you remember that crazy guy they
locked up? You know, he was
right. Why don't we have a government of mice to make laws for
mice rather than cats making
laws for mice? Why don't we do
something about it?" And bit by
bit, slowly it spread through
Mouse Land until the day came
there, as it will come here, that
the mice went to the polls by the
thousands to elect a government
of mice, that would make laws
that are good for mice and not
for cats.
I am saying to you that you and
I not only have justified our existence but the existence of the
trade-union movement when we
go to make common cause with
our fellow workers throughout our
respective countries and throughout the world to bring about the
day when the mice will make laws
for mice and not for cats!
"Clear the way then,
Clear the way.
Blind creeds and kings have
had their day.
Move the dead branches from
out the path
Our hope is in the aftermath,
Our hope is in heroic men,
Star led to build the world
again.
To this event all ages ran
Make way for brotherhood,
Make way for man."
Thank you.
(Loud and sustained standing
ovation.)

Canada MP
UrgesChina
Trade Now
VANCOUVER, B.C. — Alvin
Hamilton, Canadian Member of
Parliament and one-time Minister
of Agriculture, won a round of
applause from delegates and visitors to the ILWU's 16th Biennial
Convention when he said, "Our
countries should trade with all
other countries regardless of
race, religion or politics."
Mr. Hamilton, a Progressive-Conservative in Canadian politics, was
introduced to the convention by
President Harry Bridges as the man
generally credited with starting the
major Canadian wheat sales to Communist China. Hamilton has visited
China several times, most recently
in March 1964.
Calling world trade not only a
sound principle of economics, but "a
force for peace," he noted that only
a very few nations — including the
United States — "still rely on the
persuasion of trade embargoes on
non-strategic goods."
UNIONS UNDERSTAND
"What union would have a better
reason to understand the importance
of world trade than the longshoremen?" he asked. "The farmers of
Canada understand it. We want allies in the labor movement who understand it."
Mr. Hamilton credited Canadian
ILWU locals with helping him when
he was trying to move wheat to
China. "Your cooperation with management was unstinting," he added.
"I think I have made a few friends
in your union. I think we want the
same things for our country."
"First we want peace to live and
work. We want to raise the living
standards of people all over the
world. Not only is such a policy inducive to peace, but it takes some of
the load off our conscience. One of
the ways to do it is by trade. Most
people are independent. They prefer
earning their keep, rather than
charity.
"Your union can help spread the
message. I ask you now to consider
joining the biggest battle yet, to help
the newly-developing nations."
Mr. Hamilton said the vast worldwide demand for consumer goods and
higher living standards means that,
"A new force for peace is loose on
the world . .. regardless of whether
a government is communist or free
enterprise they must listen to the
consumer. Political dogmas, imperialism, nationalism, all take second
place to the consumer. I think we
should take advantage of this new
force for peace."
'THEY ARE EATING'
After his formal speech, Mr. Hamilton answered questions from the
floor concerning his last trip to
China, when he travelled some 5000
miles. He was greatly impressed by
the huge program to build new dock,
warehouse and rail facilities in the
ports. The equipment is very modern. And, he noted, the longshoremen
there make the highest wages.
The standard of living in China
today, he said, is about equivalent to
that he had when he was a farm
worker in the Canadian prairies in
the thirties. He was enormously impressed, he reported, with the number of youngsters going to school in
China, and the fact that everyone in
school must learn another language.
English is usually chosen as a second language. Despite the high degree of indoctrination and rigid controls he found that the people are
supporting their government because, "The first thing they have in
mind is that — thank God there is
peace and law and order. The second
fact is that they are now eating."
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The 16th Biennial Convention poses for its picture at the Bayshore Inn, Vancouver, B. C.The picture was taken from the back of the hall, making c
Statement of Policy on

International Trad
(Continued from page 1)
"We are a strong, fighting outfit,"
the US Vietnam policy; from a con- Bridges said about the ILWU, "but
servative MP, Alvin Hamilton, for- we have been lying on our oars in
mer Canadian Minister of Agricul- the last few years—things have been
ture and the man responsible for coming easy. The officers do not feel
starting the flow of wheat from Can- that we are out of the woods; we
ada to China; and from Harold Gib- have plenty of work ahead of us. One
bons, Teamster Union vice president of the main reasons we are here is
who called on labor to take another to change the situation where the
look at itself and start to live up to rich get richer and the poor get
poorer."
its original promises.
Bridges also noted that the ILWU
BRIDGES KEYNOTE
Delegates listened to ILWU presi- is the only union able to get the
dent Harry Bridges in keynote re- same wages for workers in Canada
marks on state of the union who pre- as their brothers receive in the USA.
dicted that President Johnson would He also asked why is it that Ameribe "cheered throughout the length can farmers can't do what Canadian
and breadth of the land" if he or- farmers are doing, by sending surplus grain to China. And he quesdered withdrawal from Vietnam.
"President Johnson does not know tioned,"Why can't a couple of Amerof the tremendous amount of under- ican workers visit China without gostanding he has among the American ing to jail when they return?"
"We will all benefit by having our
people," Bridges said.
"Although this is a good opportu- convention in Canada," Bridges said.
nity to be critical of some policies of "We are a forthright, hard-hitting
our government, we commend some organization, but we have been disof its good actions. It was inspiring turbed in the last few months beand encouraging to hear President cause the old drive is not there.
Johnson's declaration and his deter"We don't get good attendance at
mination to wage unremitting war meetings or the old interest in union
on poverty.
affairs. Living in the past is useless,
"The President will get all possible but we hope to point up some goals.
assistance from us in his attack on
"We have not found a nice way to
prejudice and all of its various vi- ask for a wage increase. We want to
cious aspects, such as beatings of get back in fighting trim, in fighting
people who march, demonstrate and shape. We have to decide on policy
seek the right to vote."
for the next couple of years."
Bridges commended Canada for
FRIENDLY CRITICISM
being "crazy enough" to recognize
remarks were preceded by
Bridges'
that China exists and to conduct
the welcoming address of Canadian
trade with her.
Area ILWU president Barker, who
BROADER ASPECTS
Concerning the union, Bridges praised Canada's neighbors from the
United States, and said:
said:
"As good neighbors we have a right
"We get bogged down in the yearto-year and day-to-day work nego- to be critical at times. For example,
tiating new agreements and some- we don't exactly agree with your sittimes tend to forget the importance uation in either Selma or Saigon!
of a trade union concerning itself And we think you're a little goofy
with the broadest aspects of life and about world trade! Of course, some
some of the ills of our society.
of my brothers up here suggested I

don't encourage you too much, because we enjoy loading those ships
for China and Russia."
The 16th Biennial Convention,
Barker said,"is truly a melting pot—
and that too is the ILWU at its best.
Some of you come down from our
neighbor Alaska; some from our
neighbor Washington; and from Oregon and California; and across the
Pacific waters from Hawaii.
"Together we are brothers and sisters in the ILWU!"
The convention opened with singing of the Canadian and United
States National Anthems, and an invocation by Rev. Philip A. Hewett of
the Unitarian Church of Vancouver.
The convention was greeted by Vancouver Alderman Aeneas Bell-Irving.
Delegates were also welcomed by
Mr. E. P. O'Neal, secretary of the
British Columbia Federation of Labor. O'Neal stressed the need for organized labor to seek new methods
and ways of thinking to deal with its
modern problems.
"We cannot use sticks and stones
to fight the sophisticated management techniques of today. The stakes
are the same as they always were,
but the joker is wild."
O'Neal pointed out that labor must
act politically to strengthen its position, and reminded delegates that
right-to-work laws and the TaftHartley Act have their counterparts
in Canada.
After greetings and speeches, the
first morning session ended with a
reading and summarization of the
Report of the Officers, detailing the
record of the union for the past two
years, the economic situation, the
trade union movement in general,
foreign policy, the American political
scene, civil rights and liberties, and
perspectives for the union during the
next two years.

HEN THE CHIPS are down labor
must depend on its own muscle—
on its economic and political strength—
and on old-fashioned, tried and tested
worker solidarity. From its birth, the
ILWU has built bonds of friendship and
understanding with the trade union
movement around the world. ILWU
teams of overseas delegates in the last
six years who probed every continent,
and found friendship in scores of countries, were told that when our union is
under the gun their unions — even in
some of the most impoverished countries — would lend whatever support
they could. And our "overseas ambassadors" assured them that when they
needed help they could call on us. This
is the substance of solidarity.
Dockworkers at the bargaining table
always have an added source of strength
by the assurance that a struck ship, if
loaded by strikebreakers, may sit till it
rots in foreign ports before it will be
discharged. The ILWU's cooperation
with other waterfront labor organizations, and particularly the All Pacific
and Asian Dockworkers Conference,has
brought our reserve of friendship and
solidarity to a new high. It has helped
waterfront workers in Japan to make
more effective their demands for better
wages and conditions and safety programs, and ultimately to decasualize
their industry. We have assured the
Mexican longshoremen of our support
in their drive for uniform contracts in
all the ports of the Republic of Mexico.
In dozens of ports around the globe
"The ILWU Story" has been left in union headquarters, and "Men and Machines" provide some understanding of
what can be done to meet the challenge
of mechanization—which,our delegates
report, is already seen as a threat to
security even in some of the most farflung areas.
All in all we have harvested rich rewards from our contacts overseas and
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g guests and wives most prominent in the foreground. Delegates are spread through the rest of the hall. Officers are on the platform at the rear.

Roster of Delegates and Committees

de Union Solidarity

VANCOUVER, B. C.-At the
16th Biennial Convention, held
here April 5-9, 308 delegates representing 67 locals plus four pensioners organizations and the federated auxiliaries participated in
the proceedings.
Each delegate was required to
serve on at least one committee,
and a number served on more
than one.
The following is a list of all regular and fraternal delegates,
broken down by committee assignment:

✓
ii
e

these worker-to-worker bonds of
friendship must be continued, and
whenever possible we must seek to exchange delegations and to invite them
to visit us.
In contrast to the ILWU's position,
la some three weeks ago The New York
U Times editorialized about "discord in
t world labor" saying that George Meany
t, has hinted that the American labor
- movement may end its affiliation with
S the International Confederation of
la Free Trade Unions. The ICFTU was said
- to be "running downhill to the point of
t almost total ineffectiveness." The dis- satisfaction of the AFL-CIO leadership
Y apparently combines at least two levels
S (1) There are differences over ideology
and the cold war, implying that Meany
e doesn't think the ICFTU is sufficiently
11 conservative to suit him.(2) The world
f organization has a "slack record of act complishment in building independent
e unions in Africa and other underdevelti
areas"-a project for which the
- AFL-CIO contributed $2 million in the
L last four, years.
•
In this item we find a more profound
I truth: When an American union organization sets its sights on shoring-up US
e foreign policy, opposes full world trade
✓ (as the AFL-CIO executive board did
- recently in its winter meeting in Flore ida) and tries to stuff its program down
e the throats of unionists in former colt onial and so-called "backward" areas,
a instead of lending economic support to
r. their wage and contract demands, then
e failure is assured.
At this point we believe the ILWU is
- among the very few American union
f organizations that has won a solid
e foundation for friendship, mutual help
S and solidarity. While some of the ILWU
ri programs have had shortcomings and
- weaknesses, this will not alter the fundamental purposes of this Convention
• to keep building on the foundation of
i international solidarity.

•
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Local 6, Jim Nelson; Local 8, Glen J. Parks;
Local 10, Charles W. Mayfield; Local 19, Oliver
S. Olson; Local 26, Louis Sherman; Local 75,
Denver Davis; Local 501, Arthur Barker, Jim
Boles; Local 504, J. McKay; and Local 142 Newton Miyagi.

RULES COMMITTEE
Local 6, LeRoy King; Local 8, Charles M.
Ross; Local 10, Walter Nelson; Local 13. Jimmie Valbuena; Local 19, Einar Waalen; Local
26, Kenneth Gatewood; Local 37, Sammy Cabansag; Local 54, Tony Cecchetti; Local 98, Harold
Bjornson; Local 501, Bev Dunphy; Local 502,
Andrew Kotowich; Local 504, J. Morgan; Local
509, John Johnstone; and Local 142, Joe Lunasco.

Also: Local 142, Herman Amaral, Lloyd Akiona, Yukio Abe, Willie Abear, Takumi Akama,
John Arisumi, Kuniyoshi Arakaki, Bartolome
Alaraz, Alec Botelho, Jose Carpuz, Joe Deatras, Margaret Damaso. Sylvester Domingo, Asaichi Fujioka, Lorenzo Fabo, Peter Gushi, Goro
Hokama, Samson Iwatani, Joe Kawamura, Juanito Lavarias, Joe Lau, Einobu Miyashiro, Newton Miyagi, Frank Mendoza, Jr.. Atanacio Migia;
Shigeyuki Nakatani, Miyuki Narimatsu, Richard
Nagamine, Julian Napuunoa, Akira Okayama,
Raymond Octavio, William Pang, Fred Paulin°,
Robert Riola, Kumeo Shimomura, James Shigemasa, Shigeto Taguchi. Nagayuki Tsuzuki. Misao Tamura, Lawrence Tachikawa, Fred Taniguchi, Eddie Wong, and Tadashi Yamashita.

Also: Local 142, Domingo Alboro, Benny Apostadiro, Theodore Agduyeng, Harry Boteilho,
Alfredo Castillo, Carl Damaso, Pedro dela Cruz,
Joseph Franco. Shiro Hokama, Richard Hone,
Jack W. Hall, Wayne Higa, Don Haleamau, Masao Inoshita, Harold Ichimura, Robert Kunimura, Masashi Kageyama, Lawrence Kapuniai,
George Martin, Megumi Matsui, Yoshitaka Maeda, Larry Murakami, Lelan Nishek, Tadao Okada, Leandro Paranada, Frank Perreira, Ignacio
Quint, Prudencio Renti Cruz, Constantine Samson, Manuel Sanchez, Takayuki Tanaka, Frank
Tejada, Elizabeth Takao, Saba Torres, Johnny
Villanueva, Wallace Wakaki, Matsuo Yanaga,
Tadayoshi Yasutake.

PUBLICITY AND
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Local 1, Norman A. Mattson; Local 4, Leslie
E. Rapp; Local 6, Charles Duarte, Bruno Duca,
Richard Lynden, Joseph Lynch; Local 7. Guy F.
Williams; Local 8, Thomas B. Daugherty, Wesley T. Johnson; Local 9, Glen C. Bierhaus, Frank
Crosby; Local 10, Archie Brown, Henry Schmidt;
Local 11. George Lucero, Local 12, Harold J.
Laharty; Local 13, Harold Billiarde, Henry
Flores, Curt Johnston, L. L. Loveridge, Louie
Loveridge, Ben McDonald, Jimmie Valbuena.
Pete Velasquez.
Also: Local 14, Dennis Hooper; Local 16, Joe
Guy; Local 17. Ben Davis; Local 18, Duane Peterson; Local 19, Frank Jenkins. Martin Jug-um;
Local 21, Dwain II. Olsen. Francis St. Onge;
Local 23, George Ginnis; Local 24, Warren
O'Conner; Local 26, Paul Perlin; Local 27, Robert G. Caso; Local 30, Ralph M. Abel.
Also: Local 34, Michael Johnson; Local 40,
Larry M. Clark; Local 50, James Riggs; Local
52, Edward Covert; Local 53, Paul F. Ready;
Local 54, Richard Rendell; Local 60, Ralph Rider, Jr.; Local 62, Geo. Anderson; Local 63, Jii
Bowen; Local 92, Virgil Baker; Local 209, Alex.
Sipes.
Also: Local 501, Harry Austin; Local 502, Robert Crane; Local 503, Langford Mackie; Local
504, Raymond Seymour; Local 508, William
Foulds; Local 509, James O'Donnell; Local 512,
Richard Hardy. George Porteous.
Also: Local 142, Richard Aguinaldo, Joe Asuncion, George Ana, M. Crisostomo, Jose Gonzales,
Masahide Hokama, Isamu Isobe, Lawrence Kelley, Jr Stanley Keau, Kazuo Morimoto. Dan
Mori; Marcel Ohta, Abraham Palacay, Alejandro Rabago, Raymond Suganuma, John Sanchez,
Henry Torres, Leon Valdez.

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Local 6, Evelyn Johnson; Local 8, Ray Keenan, Francis J. Murnane, Richard C. Wise, Fred
A. Winter; Local 10, Archie Brown, Julius Stern;
Local 12, Eugene R. Bailey; Local 13, L. L. Loveridge; Local 17, Jean LaBonte; Local 19, George
Oldham; Local 21, Francis St. Onge; Local 23,
Ernest Shipman; Local 26, Sid London, Chet
Meske; Local 30, Boyce Couch; Local 31, Clarence Simonson; Local 34, Floyd Pillsbury; Local 40, Jesse Stranahan; Local 63, Albert Peris ho.
Also: Local 501, Vernon Goodfellow; Local
507, Mathew Summerfield; Local 510, Don Dufault; Local 512, Louis Kaufman; Local 516, Ray
W. Oates.
Also: Local 142, William Atiz, Bernie Acadimia, Albert Alina, Ronald Carvalho, Shigeru
Fujimoto, William Hilo, Nicolas Ignacio, Harold
Kawakami, Alfred Lacro, Masami Murakami,
Earl Munetake, Haruo Nakamoto, Tadayuki
Okino, Stanley Perry, Bernabe Quitevis, Saturnino Racelo, Mateo Sebala, Kazuto Toyama, Nobu Tamura, John Uyetake.

OFFICERS' REPORT COMMITTEE
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE
Local 3, John F. Tadich; Local 6. Evelyn Johnson, LeRoy King, Claude MacDonald, Albert
Simmons, George Valter; Local 8, Robert T.
Baker, Ray J. Keenan; Local 10, William Chester, Peter Dorskoff, Reino Erkkila, James Kearney, Robert Rohatch, Carl Smith; Local 12, Joseph J. Jakovac; Local 13, Louie Loveridge,
William Lawrence; Local 17. Frank Thompson;
Local 21, Calvin Miller, Donald Van Brunt; Local 23, Marshall Iseberg; Local 26, George Lee;
Local 32. Donald A. Gilchrest; Local 34, Gerald
J. Preston; Local 37, Rudy Rodriguez;
Also: Local 40, Max E. Houser; Local 41, T. R.
Lewis; Local 49, William Ohlheiser; Local 51,
William Forrester; Local 52, Edward Palmer;
Local 54, Frank Jaworski, Sr.; Local 60, Bernard
Hulm; Local 62, George Anderson; Local 94, Ernie Bowen; Local 501, Russel Fleming, William Kemp, Donald Lanoville, Jack Marsh; Local 502, Charles Lynch; Local 509. Earnest Gibson, Frank Kennedy; Local 515, D. Sankey; Local 517, Gordon Hafft.

Local 3, Joseph F. Jurich; Local 6, Paul Heide,
Curtis McClain, Felix Rivera; Local 8, Fred
Huntsinger; Bob C. Rogers; Local 8-A, August
Stoneburg; Local 10, Leon Barlow, Odell Franklin, Joe Mosley; Local 12, Donald W. Brown;
Local 13, Eddie Mondor, Sam Puccio, Tom Willacy; Local 16, Joe Guy; Local 17, Richard Folk;
Local 19, George (Jack) Price; Local 21, Donald
Van Brunt; Local 23, Rudy Harden; Local 25,
James Haddon; Local 26, Joe Ibarra, Henry
Tyson.
Also: Local 29, Brian French; Local 34, James
R. Herman; Local 37, Ewell Johnson; Local 40,
If. W. Hanks; Local 43, Roscoe Davis; Local 47,
Carl Baier; Local 52, Edward Covert; Local 54,
Philip Badalamenti; Local 62, Eddie Beasley;
Local 91, Dominic Testa; Local 501. Les Copan,
John Cordocedo, Roy Smith; Local 502, Frederik
Gibson; Local 503, Melvin Trelvik; Local 506,
Jeff Pearson; Local 508, David Mason; Local
511, Stanley Swenson; Local 512, S. Michael Martin; Local 514, Maurice L'Hereux; Local 517,
Robert Goldie.

FRATERNAL DELEGATES
Columbia River Pensioners Memorial Association: Mike Sickinger and Charles Cuculich.
Local 23, Tacoma Pensioners Club: Ray Feley
and James Claxton.
Federated Auxiliaries: Idalynd Rutter, Nadyne Quartero, Valerie Taylor, Norma Wyatt,
Gertrude Eichhorsh, Katherine Pilfold, Ruth
Sanregret, Peppy Hooper and Virgie Thompson.
San Francisco Bay Area Pensioners Club:
Frank Hendricks.
Canadian Pensioners Club: Jock Patterson
and Tommy Hope.
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Editor's Note: Senator Ernest
Gruening, Democrat of Alaska, received a loud and sustained standing
ovation when he concluded his
speech on Vietnam on the second
day of the ILWU'S 16th Biennial
Convention. He is a vigorous 78
years old, a man with a remarkably
varied career. He received his MD
degree in 1912, went into newspaper
work, became managing editor of
the Boston Journal, the Boston Traveler, the New York Tribune, the New
York Evening Post, and The Nation
magazine. Under Franklin D. Roosevelt, he was an outstanding advocate
of the Good Neighbor Policy. FDR
appointed him advisor to the US delegation at the Seventh Inter-American Conference at Montevideo in
1933. He became director of the Division of Territories and Island Possessions, supervising federal relations with such territories as Alaska,
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands,
and the Philippines. FDR appointed
him governor of Alaska in 1939. He
was reappointed by President Truman in 1948. He was elected Alaska
Senator in 1958 and again in 1962.
Excerpts from Gruening's speech
to the convention follow:

Senator Ernest Gruening
President Bridges and friends of
the ILWU. Of course I know a lot
about your organization. And I have
been very proud to see how it has
developed, how it has consistently
served not only the interests of its
members but the larger public interest, finding those two interests to
be almost identical.
On the subject we are going to
discuss today, I shall have to render
as far as the Government of the
United States is concerned a minority report. I find myself in total
disagreement, with our policies in
Southeast Asia.
In order to understand why I am
in disagreement and why I am finding out to my satisfaction that the
great majority of the people of the
United States are also in disagreement with that policy, I think it is
necessary to correct the official version of why we are there and how
we got there and what our purpose is.
The official version is that we
went to South Vietnam in response
to a request by a friendly government to ask us to come down there
and repel aggression. That is the official version.
HISTORY OF CONQUEST
Well now, the facts as I see them
are very different. What happened
down there was that for many centuries these countries were struggling to establish their independence, their identity. They fought
the Chinese, they fought aggressors of various kinds, and a little
over a century ago they fell victims
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to the expanding colonialism of that
period and were subjugated and conquered by the French; and they were
colonies of the French under the
name of Indochina. And beginning
in the Forties they began to rebel.
Their rebellion was accentuated by
the conquest by the Japanese and,
again, their rebellion against the
French, in which rebellion very regrettably we decided with the
French and assisted them with
mone y. Nevertheless the French,
with their vast army, were not able
to win. They lost 175,000 men and
vast expenditures, and finally they
wer e defeated overwhelmingly by
the forces led by Ho Chi Minh and
others at the battle of Dienbienphu.
And so as a result of the Geneva
Conference Indochina was resolved
into three new nations: Cambodia,
Laos and Vietnam. And because of
differences of opinion between North
and South Vietnam,these two halves
were temporarily separated at the
dividing line at the 17th parallel,
with the understanding that two
years later, this Geneva accord having been accomplished in July of
1954, there would be in July of 1956
an election which would elect the
officials who would rule and which
would reunite the two halves of
Vietnam.
Unfortunately the United States
moved in with its "advisors" and
with its military mission and counseled the South Vietnamese to refuse
to hold an election .. . and as a result we violated the spirit and letter
of that Geneva Agreement. And
when the people of South Vietnam
found they were being denied the
election they were promised, then
the revolt began — and from that
time on we have had a civil war in
South Vietnam.
OUR OWN REQUEST
The fact of the matter is that this
request that we come in and assist
a friendly government to repel aggression was a request made at our
own instance. In other words, we
were in effect asking ourselves to
come in there. And we came in and
took a side, an unpopular side—the
side of rulers without the public
spirit without the sense of public
devotion, without any understanding
or desire to improve the conditions
of their own people, who never had
the confidence of the great mass of
the South Vietnamese, and whose
activities and actions and attitude
merely encouraged the revolt.
There was, of course, infiltration
from the North. It began early. It
continued for a while as a trickle,
and since our own activities have
been largely escalated it has very
much increased. But to point out
that the aggression has come from
the North is to overlook the fact that
we have been just as guilty of aggression from the South. We are
in violation of the Charter of the
United Nations and we are in violation of the spirit of the Geneva accord. And that is the thing that we
have to bear in mind all the time.
CAN'T WIN A CIVIL WAR
I maintain that this is a war that
we can't win, and we can't win it because you can't win an ideology by
military means. And that is what we
are trying to do. This is essentially
a civil war, and it is a civil war by
people who want no intervention
from the outside. The Vietnamese
who drove out the French do not
want the interference of the United
States; and despite the efforts to
make this appear to be a case of
Communist infiltration from China,
they do not want the Chinese in
there either .
I say it is a war we can't win. Because although conceivably with our
great force in the air, our control of
the seas, we could kill a lot more
people and conquer a lot of people,
what is going to happen in the end?
Sooner or later the matter is going
to be settled, as it should be now, by
Asians. The white man coming in
from the West can't settle these

problems. The Asians have got to
settle them for themselves. And it
is going to end, just as the war in
Korea ended, in a stalemate and a
draw and in a negotiated peace.
It is my hope that President Johnson would in effect say, "I have inherited this mess. I am going to take
this to the United Nations", or "I am
going to call a convention of the nations that signed the Geneva Agreement years ago." But unfortunately
he has not done that, and he has
felt steadily obliged to escalate the
war, although he says, "We seek no
wider area."
NOT WORTH A SINGLE LIFE
In that way there lies only disaster. I have said on the floor of the
Senate and I repeat now that I feel
that our security is in no wise in
jeopardy or impelled by whatever
happens in Southeast Asia, and I feel
that all Vietnam is not worth the
life of a single American boy. (Loud
applause.)
What is the argument? What is
the attitude? What is the case for
the Administration? It alleges that if
we back out now, if we seek conference at the peace table, all Southeast Asia will go Communist. . ..
I think that we have to distinguish
between Communism as a social and
economic philosophy and Communism of the imperialistic type, which
is aggression. If the people of any
one country choose to establish socialism as their way of life, that in
my judgment is their own business. ...
I think that that is applicable today. I do not believe that we should
impose our ideas, however much we
may like our ideas at home and however perfect they may seem to us,
upon people with an entirely differway of life, and an entirely different
history and culture.
As a result of the steady escalation
of our war, we are losing that image
of the United States, which we like
to think we have, of a peace-loving
nation, a friend of peace, desiring
peace. We talk peace and it is certainly deep in the American con-

sciousness that we want peace; and
that is why our present policy is a
complete negation of the American
ideals and the American perfections.
And I know that the American people feel that way because my mail
overwhelmingly tells me so
have received more mail on this one
issue than all the accumulated mail
on everything else in the last six
years. And that mail runs 100 to 1
in favor of the position that I have
taken. (Loud applause.)
If we continue in this policy, only
disaster lies ahead. We shall not only
incur the ill will and the distrust of
our long-time traditional allies, but
of the neutrals and of the whole
world. We will sacrifice a lot of lives.
And the sacrifice of any lives,
whether they be our own lives or
the lives of others, seems to me to
be totally unnecessary and indeed a
crime.
I know that there is savagery on
both sides. That is in the nature of
war. And as the war escalates atrocities will be committed by both sides
and each side will emphasize the
other's atrocities. It is war itself that
is the atrocity. I am not a pacifist.
I supported World War I and World
War II vigorously. I thought at that
time that we had to do it. But I know
of no comparable reason why we
should be in South Vietnam. And
let me repeat: our security in my
judgment and that of many with
whom I talk is in no wise jeopardized
by what happens in Southeast Asia.
WRITE, PROTEST
What can we do about this? I
think that we have to continue to
protest, to write letters.
I think public opinion, which we in
the United States like to believe is
the ultimate ruling force, has continued to express itself, is expressing
itself and will continue to express
itself until we stop the killing and
take this to the conference .table.
Which we should have done in the
very beginning.
Thank you.
(Loud and sustained standing
ovation).

United States Senator Ernest Gruening holds up a copy of an appeal signed
by 2700 ministers, priests and rabbis to end the war in Vietnam. With him is
Jim Boles of Vancouver Local 501.
It ran as an ad in the New York Times April 4, sponsored by the Clergymen's Emergency Committee For Vietnam.
"Mr. President: In the name of God, stop it!" the appeal begins. "Our
government's actions in Vietnam have been and continue to be unworthy either
of the high standards of our common religious faith, or of the lofty aspirations
on which this country was founded. . . . Mr. President, we plead with you to
reverse this course .. . and work for an immediate cease fire."
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Officers Report Details Policy Statement on Vietnam
Union's Record,Prospects
VANCOUVER, B. C. — The
1965 Report of the Officers was
read and summarized by Secretary - Treasurer Louis Goldblatt
during the first session of the
16th Biennial Convention.
The report details the record of the
union for the past two years and the
economic situation in the United
States as it concerns the ILWU and
the trade union movement in general, as well as US foreign policy, the
American political scene, civil rights
and liberties and perspectives for the
union during the next.two years.
The officers emphasized the honor
bestowed on the union by the invitation to Canada, which has a "tradition of militant labor action second
to none." They said:
"Labor in Canada has been successful in fighting off Canadian versions of Taft-Hartley and KennedyLandrum-Griffin. In general, we believe the delegates will find that the
British Columbia unions are not suffering, as much as American unions,
from membership apathy.
"We consider it an honor to be
holding our convention in British
Columbia."
The work of the union in the past
two years, the officers reported, continues to make gains in established
areas of collective bargaining, settlement of grievances, administration
of various benefit plans, and organization.
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
In addition, the officers placed
special emphasis on the union's expanded legislative and political activities, including growing participation in community activities, and cooperation with other unions.
President Johnson's "Great Society," the officers said in their report on the economic situation,
points to a period of unprecedented
well-being, and the same glowing
summary can be made for Canada as
well. The short-run view shows no
signs of imminent depression or economic collapse. The tools for staving
off serious effects, even in a predicted slowing down of the economy,
are available.
But there is a long run view that
must be stated now, for, the officers
note, the rich are getting richer and
the poor poorer, with "the distribution of wealth and income becoming
more unequal so that there is no
prospect that poverty will be eliminated."
Other disturbing signs include continued and probably growing unemployment and "the warping of our
economy by continued heavy military

Mine-Mill Head

Al S k nner, presi-

dent of the International Union of
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, independent, spoke to the 16th Biennial
Convention about the long fight his
union and ILWU have waged in common to guarantee rank and file control. He brought greetings and thanks
for the many times ILWU gave support
when Mine-Mill was under the gun.

expenditures on the one hand, and
by the continued starving of other
public spending on the other."
VICTIMS: MINORITIES & YOUTH
Minority groups and young people
are the major victims of unemployment, and say the officers, "The
community cannot afford to have
maybe a fifth to a quarter of a whole
new generation feel that they have
no real role to play; it is being poisoned the source."
Needed are 20 million new jobs in
the next ten years. There is no substitute for new jobs, and retraining
or new training of skills, while highly
trained workers are being tossed out
of jobs by mechanization is no answer.
The public sector is being starved,
and the officers called for expansion
in education, greater federal expenditures for health and welfare, housing development, medical care and
in general a cutting back of military
expenditure and stepped up spending
for vast unmet social needs.
The ILWU's program must aim for
a national committment to secure
full employment,education subsidies,
improvements in the labor market,
expansion of trade, stopping largescale layoffs when plants close or
contracts terminate and reduced
worktime.
JOB OR INCOME
A key point in the economic program is "A federal program to assure
everyone a job or a minimum income
without a job."
United States foreign policy, the
officers stated, "is a mess ... costing
the people more and more with each
passing month . . . extracting a terrible economic and moral toll. Yet its
results add little if anything to the
nation's or the world's well being and
security."
Commenting on civil rights the
union stated its complete support to
the growing movement for equality,
including implementing wherever
possible the resolution to "refuse to
handle any goods or merchandise
from Alabama coming across docks
and warehouses until the rights of all
people in Alabama are recognized
and fully protected."
"We have been both stirred and
appalled," they wrote, "by the fight
for civil rights being waged on the
battlefields of streets and courthouses throughout the deep south;
stirred by the courage of Negro
Americans, whose steadfast loyalty
to their cause, and adherence to nonviolence has won support from most
of the nation; appalled by the scenes
of brutality that beggars the imagination.
"A peaceful movement has been on
the march to win the right to equal
citizenship, and is striding forward
with giant steps, in the face of every
opposition, from loss of jobs to clubs,
tear gas, bullwhips, horses' hooves—
to outright murder."
While the fight for civil rights has
staggered the nation with its intensity, the officers noted, there have
been few gains in civil liberties.
RIGHT-WING GROWTH
There has been some easing of the
right to travel, greater interest in
controlling police practices against
demonstrators and individuals in
trouble, and less emphasis on loyalty
oaths, but the growth of right wing
groups and anti-civil liberties government bodies shows that a great
deal of work lies ahead.
The officers pointed to "the revived
strength of the House Un-American
Activities Committee, the traveling
witch-hunting that continues under
the McCarran Act, the use of the
Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin Act as an
anti-labor political weapon, the
Hoffa and Archie Brown cases" as
major threats to our civil liberties.
(For a summary of the Organization section of the Officers' Report,
see page 12. Other sections of the report will be carried in future issues of
The Dispatcher.)

This 16th Biennial Convention of the International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union calls upon President Johnson
and our Congressmen to stop the killing in Vietnam.
We agree with UN Secretary U Thant's statement: "I am sure
that the great American people, if it knows the true facts, will
agree with me that further bloodshed is unnecessary and that political and diplomatic negotiations alone can create conditions that
will enable the United States to withdraw gracefully from that part
of the world."
We say, let the Vietnamese people decide. They have suffered
war and foreign intervention too long already: first from France,
now from the US. Let them have the supervised free elections
which they were promised by the Geneva Agreement of 1954 which
ended their war with France. Those elections were prevented by
the corrupt Diem regime which we supported.
The Geneva Agreement promised freedom from foreign arms
and interference. There would be no war today if the agreement
had been lived up to. Our country violated it for years, calling our
troops "advisors."
United States' policy now follows the incredible path of "negotiation through escalation." This terrifying concept is but one
step removed from escalation to a world holocaust!
For that reason we join with a vast number of notable individuals, including senators Morse and Gruening, and influential
political and religious organizations, in calling for an end to that
war by any one of several processes—all with merit—and all having these points in common:
There must be a cease-fire. This is self evident; nothing can
even be decided while the fighting rages. Foreign troops must be
withdrawn—if not immediately, then by some planned, internationally controlled procedure. The alternative is mutual destruction. The exact formula for negotiations is less important than the
agreement to negotiate.
Therefore we propose: 1. Cease fire; 2. Withdrawal of all foreign troops; 3. Negotiate; 4. Settlement and peace.
Based on resolutions
Submitted by:
ILWU Local 6, 10, 12, Ha, 501, 503
and Columbia River District Council.

Convention Condemns Gas Warfare
VANCOUVER, B.C.—"We condemn
the use of gas warfare in Vietnam,"
delegates to the 16th Biennial Convention stated in a resolution
adopted unanimously..
Noting that the 1925 Geneva Convention said the use of gas "has been
justly condemned by the general
opinion of the civilized world," the
convention scorched the cynicism
that "sells the mythology that the
United States didn't use the gas—
only the South Vietnamese forces—
and therefore it is their responsibility."

The statement pointed to the fact
that it was US-manufactured gas,
tossed from US-built helicopters, by
men wearing US-type uniforms, with
the consent of US "advisors."
"It is a vicious, inhuman weapon,"
they stated, "and today the American people have become its worst
victim—for we have lost the respect
of the world."
The statement concluded: "We
condemn this use of gas today—
while there is still time to change
our course in Vietnam—with the
hope that it is not too late."

Watchmen at the gates, these three Canadian
ILWU men seen serving in the tough job of sergeants-at-arms. Left to right, Vincent Shannon, Local 510, Vancouver, Ralph
Olson, Local 505, Prince Rupert, and John Urquhart, Local 507, Vancouver.
Others serving in the all-important job included Charles (Slim) Murray, Local
6, Oakland, M. Tony Garcia, Local 46, Port Hueneme, Ernest Clark, Local 57,
Fresno, Lawrence Kelly and Benny Apostadiro, both of Local 142, Hawaii.

Three Canadians
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Big Vote Can
End East Bay
School Crisis
OAKLAND — "Crisis in Oakland
Schools" is the subject of a leaflet
which 150 ILWU members pledged
to distribute, and which was mailed
to 3,000 ILWU families in Oakland
by the East Bay Joint Legislative
Committee.
The ILWU legislative group, calling for "an enlightened program for
the education of our children" recommended the election on April 20
of four new school directors:
William T. Belcher, Jr.; Joseph
Morozumi; Alexander S. Jackson;
and Electra Kimble Price. Also recommended, in addition to the school
board, was the election of Josh Rose
for city council.
The ILWU "crisis in education"
leaflet (15,000 were to be distributed) points out that the Oakland
school board over the years has
done "one of the worst jobs of any
school board of cities comparable in
size to Oakland, in the judgment of
highly qualified educators."
The present school board, the East
Bay ILWU points out, has refused to
bring the Oakland school system up
to date, is "disgracefully backward
and out of step with the times . . .
and stubbornly insists on continuing
policies based on segregation, poor
facilities and inadequate teaching
personnel."
The East Bay Joint Legislative
Committee represents Locals 6, 10
and 34.
Oregon Free Textbook Bill Passes
SALEM—The labor-supported free
textbook bill passed the legislature
last week. It eliminates the $7 book
rental fee for high school students.
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Mexican Dockers Salute US Canada I LWU
VANCOUVER, B.C.—Warm greetings from the longshoremen and
maritime workers of Mexico were
brought to the 16th Biennial Convention by Mr. Armando Huerta Capula and Mr. Juan Cayetano Melche,
representing the Mexican Coalition
of Maritime Workers and Longshoremen and the longshoremen of Vera
Cruz.
The two visitors presented a silver
pitcher to the ILWU as a symbol of
unity between waterfront workers of
the two countries.
They told delegates that, for the
first time, a confederation of longshoremen and maritime workers in
Mexico had been created.
The ILWU was credited with helping in the achievement.
Mr. Capula explained that for the
past 20 years, the Mexican maritime
unions have been fighting the national administration to gain full
bargaining rights and equality with
other unions. Four years ago, the
government passed a navigation act
which drastically curtailed the unions' power.
In the course of battle against this
law, through collective political action, the unions gained the unity
they needed to form the coalition,
he said.
At the ILWU convention, he said,
he became aware of what real progress means.
"In your committees, the delegates
forge the policies and principles that
your union will follow. The union
man expresses himself — and this
gives dignity to the working man.
The principles expressed here should
be projected to all workers all over
the world," he said.
Mr. Melche explained that Mexican workers are interested in how

ILWU President Harry Bridges receives a silver pitcher—"a symbol of unity
between the workers of our two countries"—from Juan Cayetano Melche of the
Vera Cruz stevedores union, and Armando Huerta Capula of the Mexican Coalition of Maritime Workers. The Mexican delegates were fraternal delegates at
the 15th Biennial Convention in San Francisco in 1963, as well as in Vancouver.
the ILWU works in the interest of
its members, and that he appreciated the opportunity to watch the
convention.
"We are here," he said, "because
we want to know you better, and
to build unity and solidarity between us, even though there are
great distances between us.
"We want you to know that our
tradition is to be on the side of the
workers under all conditions and we
resolve to work with all workers' organizations.

• "Our problems may vary, but we
are guided by the same principles.
We must be alert, never divided, and
work together for a stronger union."
Translations of the unionists'
speeches were done by Tony Garcia
of Local 46 and Felix Rivera of Local 6.
President Bridges thanked Capula
and Melche, on behalf of the ILWU,
for their remarks and for the silver
pitcher. The pitcher, he said, will repose in the ILWU headquarters in
San Francisco.

Alabama Boycott Backed; Action in Honolulu
VANCOUVER — In a unanimous standing vote April 8, the
16th Biennial Convention resolved to refuse to handle any
Alabama products on Pacific
Coast docks and warehouses,
"until the rights of all the people
in Alabama are recognized and
fully protected."
Discussing the resolution, one of
the most widely suported to come before the convention, President Harry
Bridges said that to the best of his
knowledge no Alabama cargo was
moving out of West Coast ports. Such
cargo is often trans-shipped through
these ports.
"If anything is being moved, it is
being done accidentally," Bridges
said.
"We have told the employers that
this is the way it's going to be. We're
serious. I've heard no one speak
against the resolution. They only ask
if it's effective and if it goes far
enough."
Also noted are some problems in
the practical application of the boycott. For example, some companies
that produce goods in Alabama have
headquarters elsewhere, and the
products carry the markings of the
headquarters rather than of an Alabama factory.
A delegate from Local 21 suggested
that research could be done to inform the locals about types of Alabama cargo which might not be labeled "from Alabama."
These are believed to include frozen chickens, steel products, bricks,
other building materials, and paper
products.

Even before the convention, many
ILWU locals passed resolutions refusing to handle Alabama cargo.
Local 142, acting on such a resolution, refused on April 7 to unload a
shipload of Alabama products in
Honolulu.
The boycott was lifted on April 8,
after an appeal by Hawaii Governor
John A. Burns.
Burns said, "I believe consignees
should take due note of the fact that

there is in effect a nationwide boycott on goods originating from Alabama as a result of the civil rights
problems in that state.
"It would seem to me that prudent business practice would dictate
a pragmatic recognition of this situation in making future consignment
orders from the Mainland."
Local 142 acting Oahu division director Alfred Mattos said "Governor
Burns' proposal regarding the dis-

charge of Alabama-produced products is acceptable to ILWU longshoremen.
"We expect local importers to give
full consideration to the Governor's
proposal."
The cargo included 37,825 pounds
of poultry, 3,967 pounds of machinery, 15 tons of steel pipe, a ton of
furniture, 75 cartons of cigars and
116 cartons of paper, all loaded at
Mobile, Alabama.
Canadian support for the boycott
was assured by a delegate from Local
501, who told the Convention "If
anything comes up in our country
pertaining to this we will take care
of it, and we support the resolution
wholeheartedly."
Fifteen delegates spoke in favor of
the resolution, which was submitted
by Local 10.
Following is the full text:
Whereas: There has occurred in
the State of Alabama a bloody course
of church bombings, burnings and
beatings; and
Whereas: The State of Alabama,
itself, has pursued a course of violent
and brutal action against peaceably
assembled citizens seeking realization of their right to vote; and
Whereas: This course is in defiance of the Constitution of the
United States and the Civil Rights
Act:

Dock gate meeting of Honolulu longshoremen approves boycott of Alabama
goods aboard Steel Chemist, the vessel they were called to work. Here International' representatives Eddie Tangen and Joe (Blurr) Kealalio and acting business
agent Tony Robello explain the program. Later, at Governor Burns' request the
boycott of this ship was lifted. (See story above.)

Therefore Be It Resolved: That
members of the International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union will refuse to handle any goods
or merchandise from Alabama coming across the docks or through the
warehouses until the rights of all
the people in Alabama are recognized
and fully protected.

April 16, 1965

1116 SHUTS

AND

Page 11

DISPATCHER

LITTLE FISHES

ORNELIUS TON of Seattle,
Washington,favors the ChelanOkanogan ridge of his home state.
The ridge separates the two counties
and is great hunting terrain.

C

full of lifesaver packages to nip at
one whenever the desire took hold of
him.
A few weekends back he was out
hunting for ringnecks when he
raised his sights at one that flushed
in front of him. Instead of the familiar blast all he heard was a click.
He opened the chamber to find out
the trouble and a cylinder of lifesavers dropped out!
*

Canadian Area president Arthur "Bud" Barker gives
Warm Giff ILWU
a final pat to the woolen ski cap on President Harry Bridges'
head, while Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatf and Vice President J. R. Robertson look on. These are British Columbian Indian sweaters, specially made for the
occasion, with the initials "ILWU" knitted into the back. The event, one of many
entertainments provided by the warm and generous Canadian hosts to the
ILWU's 16th Biennial Convention in Vancouver, took place at a night club taken
over entirely by the union for a banquet, show and dance.

ILWU Women Confer, Tour BC
VANCOUVER B.C.—Discussions of
the war in Vietnam and civil rights
in the United States, and an all-day
tour of Vancouver Island and Victoria, were highlights of the meeting
of the British Columbia District
Council of ILWU Women April 3.
Over 40 delegates and visitors were
welcomed to the meeting at the Fishermen's Hall by Kay Pilf old of
Prince Rupert. Among the Federated
Auxiliaries officers attending were
Valerie Taylor,' president; Norma
Wyatt, secretary; Nettie Craycraft,
vice president from Washington;
and Gertrude Eichhorst, vice president from Canada. Among the ports
represented were Port Alberni, Chemainus, New Westminster, and Vancouver, B.C.
The all-day bus and ferry tour for
auxiliary members and wives of delegates to the 16th Biennial Convention started at 8 a.m. on April 7. The
group stopped for lunch in Victoria,
then were hosted on a tour of the
world-famous Buchart's Gardens by
G. W. Ball, president of Victoria Local 504. The trip returned to Van-

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List
SAN FRANCISCO—Following is
the April, 1965 list of dockworkers
retired under various ILWU-PMA
plans.
Local 8: John Corey, Clarence
W. Stiffler; Local 10: Elmer Bergstrom, Walker Cook, Fred Hamilton, Asbury McGowan, Herman B.
Motta, Frank Oliver, Robert Ransey, Sam Padrun, Ernest Schiffer,
Chase Shatlow; Local 13: Fred A.
Bibaeff, Wilfred L. Weir; Local 19:
Carl W. Dodenhoeft, Dennis E.
McCarty, John A. Munday, Claud
Peel, William J. Showers; Local
24: Oscar F. Thompson; Local 32:
Fred Raines; Local 34: Samuel A.
McKinstry; Local 91: Robert P.
Cornell, Sigurd Edwardsen, Bud
Taylor; Local 98: Einar B. Eck,
John Weber.
Retired under ILWU-Alaska
Benefit Funds:
Local 60: John H. Olson.
The widows are: Charlotte Allbin, Agnes Marie Anderson, Creda
A. Bonse, Blythe Carey, Elizabeth
Danboldt,Ruby A. Decius, Antonia
K. Entson, Beatrice Gathwright,
Leola Holmes, Dephera Ingold,
Clydia Kearney, Emma Leicht,
Viva Petersen, Burla Provence,
Mary Reilly, Rae Swanson, Sallie
Thorsell, Lillian C. Wells.

couver in time for the tourists to attend the convention banquet at the
Commodore Club.
Earlier, on April 5, about 75 of the
wives and auxiliary members attended a coffee hour arranged by the
Canadian auxiliaries and locals.
The civil rights struggle in the
US was discussed with a recommendation that auxiliaries' local chapters make financial donations to the
civil rights battle.
WIRE PRIME MINISTER
Canadian council members in attendance voted to wire Prime Minister Pearson asking him to use his influence to help find a peaceful solution to the fighting in Vietnam.
Valerie Taylor and Norma Wyatt
reported to the meeting on plans for
the Federated Auxiliaries' convention, scheduled for San Francisco,
June 21-25, 1965.
The council meetings concluded
with a potlatch dinner on Saturday
evening, April 10.

SF Auxiliary Recalls
Johnson's Peace Campaign
SAN FRANCISCO — Auxiliary 16
members, at their April membership
meeting, reminded President Johnson of his campaign promises to
seek peace in Vietnam.
In a resolution sent to the President, the auxiliary asked Mr. Johnson to reconsider the use of massive
bombings, destruction of villages and
torture of captives, pointing out that
such actions "will lead us down the
road to total war."
"Many of us," the resolution
stated, "worked hard to assure your
election because we were against
Goldwater's civil rights and war policies.
"However, we are fearful that
United States actions in Vietnam
give us Goldwater's war policy although we voted for your peace policy."
The resolution was signed by
Elaine Yoneda, president and Ann
Harris, secretary of Auxiliary #16.
In other actions, the auxiliary
voted to:
• Commend the President on his
use of federal force in protecting
civil rights in the South, and request
quicker action when needed in the
future;
• Boycott goods manufactured in
any area where civil rights are violated;
• Contribute to the "Mississippi
Parents Project," which helps provide protection for civil rights workers in that state.

Here's a photo of Ton with a four
pointer, packed out on what he describes as the wheeled donkey on the
right. The big buck field dressed at
190 pounds.
* * *
According to recent information
from the Department of the Interior,
the money paid to fishermen for
pink salmon, taken in central Alaskan waters in 1962, exceeded the $7.2
million paid to Russia in 1867 for all
of Alaska.
*

*

*

*

*

A note to bird lovers: If the wild
wingsters are avoiding your bird
house in the backyard for no apparent reason it maybe due to using the
wrong color of paint. This is the word
from Dr. Robert A. McCabe of Wisconsin University who completed a
study on that subject.
The good doctor conducted a personal survey for 11 years in which
wrens were given a choice of red,
blue, yellow, white and green nest
boxes. Over the study period, 98
nests were constructed in the test
boxes. Here's a rundown on use:
Red
41 times
Green . . . 31 times
Blue
16 times
Yellow . . 8 times
White . . . 2 times
*

*

*

TTERS ARE THE clowns of the
animal world. They are eternally venturesome, especially the
young. They play tag games as they
roll and dive in the water. Sliding
down the sloping banks, in mud and
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The Bureau of Commercial Fisheries reports that California leads
all states in value of total fish
landed, followed by Alaska, Massachusetts, Florida and Texas.
*

*
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LASKA IS TWICE the size of
Texas, yet is the least populated
of the 50. As if to stress the point,
the Department of Fish and Game
in Alaska reported that the people
of the 49th are way outnumbered by
fish, birds, big game, small game,
and other fur animals. "In any of
these categories," the department
reported,"there are more individuals
than there are people, and in many
cases, the population of a single
species exceeds the total human
population."
(There are about 234,000 people in
Alaska, a 90 percent jump over the
population of ten years ago. Half the
folks live in areas that have fewer
than 1,000 neighbors.)
More deer are reported in the region known as the Panhandle of
Alaska than people in the entire
state. Furthermore the game department says there are three times as
many kinds of large game animals
available to hunters in Alaska as
there are in any other state.
* * *
Here is a descriptive rundown on
a specie of wildlife by a young naturalist whose powers of perception
surpasses his ability to spell:
"Geese is a low, heavy set bird
which is mostly meat and feathers.
His head sits on one side and he sits
on the other.
"Geese can't sing much on account of dampness of moisture. He's
got no 'between toes' and a ballon in
his stumack to keep him from sinking.
"When geese gets big they are
called ganders.
"Ganders do not haff to hatch but
just eat and loaf and swim around.
"If I was a goose I'd rather be a
gander."
* * *
If John Severson, Pasco, Washington, wants to succeed as a pheasant
hunter, he may decide it's a good
idea to adandon the idea of quitting
the cigarette habit and start in
smoking again.
We hear that John decided to quit
the fags and carried about a pocket
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snow, is one of their favorite pasttimes. Otters often stand erect to
get a better view of their surroundings. Their favorite food is crayfish.
They are also fond of snails, clams,
insects, snakes, frogs, and; unfortunately, fish.
* * *
A dog may be man's best friend
but try to convince a Belmont, California hunter of this who was arrested for taking a pheasant out of
season and fined $50 in court at
Williams.
The man claimed he was training
his dog, and was not hunting when
he was apprehended on the new
Delevan National Wildlife Refuge.
But when Warden Richard Laursen of Colusa started to drive away,
the man's dog appeared from behind
a rice check, carrying a pheasant in
its mouth.
As Warden Lauren was writing
out the citation, he heard the man
remark to his companion, "Take
'stupid' back to the car with you."
*

*

*

ILWU members in good standing,
and the members of their family,
can earn a pair of the illustrated
SPOONER lures. All that is necessary

is a clear snapshot of a fishing or
hunting scene—and a few words as
to what the photo is about.
Send it to:
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDSP, 0216 S.W.
Iowa, Portland, Oregon 97201.
Of course all members of the family are eligible as well as retired
members. Please mention your local
number.
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3 Year Pact
At Colgate
For Local 6
SAN FRANCISCO — Local 6 production and maintenance workers at
the Colgate Company plant in Berkeley ratified a new 3-year agreement
at a stop work meeting April 5.
The agreement ended 30 days of
meetings between Local 6 and Colgate negotiating teams.
"Substantial gains have been
made," said Paul Heide, Local 6 business agent.
"Average wage increases for production workers will be 111/
2c the
first year, 10/
1
2c the second and 101/2c
the third. Maintenance employees
will average 121/
2c, 11c and 11/
1
2c increases over the three year period."
The new agreement also eliminated the lowest basic wage rate for
women.
WELFARE GAINS
On welfare, Colgate agreed for the
first time to allow the employees a
choice between the union and company plans.
Other highlights of the agreement
include:
• 3 weeks vacation after five
years;
• extension of medical benefits
for retired workers;
• improved contract language on
promotions and transfers;
• improved shift scheduling arrangements;
• deletion of a contract provision
that refusal to work overtime constitutes cause for discharge.
'44.-it's;h54:MNS*:;j41;:ti7;41V:',Ir

Teamo VP Warns Labor:
Stop Running for Cover

Caucus Chairman James
Herman, president of Local 34 San Francisco shipclerks, was unanimously
elected chairman of the longshore,
shipclerks and walking boss caucus
that began April 9 in Vancouver, British Columbia. Bev Dunphy, Local 501,
Vancouver, B.C., was elected caucus
secretary. Bill Lawrence, Local 13, now
retired, was specially honored by the
caucus by election as honorary chairman and parliamentarian. Lawrence
has chaired more caucuses than any
other man in the union's history. Herman is the first clerk ever elected
caucus chairman.
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VANCOUVER—In a major address shows it isn't what it seems to be. It
to the 16th Biennial Convention is shrinking instead of expanding. It
April 8, Harold Gibbons, vice presi- is on the defensive. When it is under
dent of the International Brother- attack it runs for shelter.
hood of Teamsters, warned that the
"Today's labor movement," he
"labor movement in America is in added,"has in my opinion grown far
great danger. There isn't an em- too respectable for its purpose and
ployer in the United States today
who wouldn't like to see the labor
movement abolished."
Labor has grown too respectable
and runs for cover whenever challenged, he said.
Gibbons told the delegates that he
was in Vancouver representing
Teamster President James Hoffa.
"He would rather have been here
himself but we have a situation here
where we can see an entire government mobilized to put one individual
in jail."
In his greetings to the ILWU, Mr.
Gibbons referred to the union as
"one of the brightest stars on the labor scene today. You have written
some of the brightest pages in the
history of the American labor movement."
JOINT ACTION
He also referred to the close association of the two unions, especially
in the San Francisco area, where
warehousemen in both organizations
negotiate contracts jointly.
Gibbons's central theme was the
failure of the American labor movement today to live up to its responsiHAROLD GIBBONS
bilities and potentialities.
"A casual look shows a pretty powerful movement; it is large in num- function. It is amazing, as we know
bers; its finances aren't bad; it even the history of the labor movement,
has influence. But a closer look to sit in the US today and find a twobit politician screaming for addition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . al labor legislation to bind the labor
movement and put it into further
shackles."
Tracing the history of the labor
movement, Gibbons pointed to the
gains won at the cost of human lives,
and noted that it was a movement
•1
:
•
•••
that brought to our side all men of
•
goodwill.
"We were a movement serving our
membership's needs. That isn't necopments; that agriculture is still the essarily so today. It isn't enough to
greatest unknown as far as main- concern ourselves only with negotialand organizing activities are con- tions for the next contract."
POVERTY, JOBLESSNESS
cerned; that the white collar field
Gibbons listed some of the main
constitutes the greatest challenge to
trade unionism; and that coalition problems facing labor and the naof forces—aiming at a common pro- tion:
There are 20 million jobs in Amergram of economic security, and political and social influence — is a ica with wages under $60 per week;
millions upon millions of unorganmust if we are to move forward.
Above all else, within the frame- ized workers, for whom very little
work of organizing we may discover concern is expressed by most labor
a vitality within our organization leaders; millions upon millions of
that has not had a chance to come unemployed.
The true percentage of unemto the fore as yet—as rank and filers
become involved in field work, and ployed is close to ten percent,he said.
prove that leadership more often Negroes and Mexican-Americans suffer, almost 20 percent joblessness.
than not can rise from the ranks.
"And back of each of these statisCommon sense tells us that with
such a program we have everything tics are millions of personal tragedies," he added.
to gain and nothing to lose.
He said automation is destroying
3 to 4 million jobs a year. He pointed
to the cities with miles of slum areas,
"and yet labor doesn't seem to worry
about that for some reason."
Local 56, San Pedro, Calif.
STAKE IN STRUGGLE
Local 56, ILWU San Pedro, Calif.,
He noted that "American labor has
will hold nominations for the offices the greatest stake of all in the strugof president - business agent, vice
gle of Negroes for equality, yet labor
president-business agent, secretary- is conspicuous by its absence."
"In the richest country in the
treasurer-dispatcher and 6 members
of the executive board. Nominations world where we can mobilize billions
will be made between April 15 and of dollars for war we ought to be
April 30, 1965.
able to mobilize the same economic
resources so that men have an opporLocal 63, Wilmington
tunity for schools and decent food,
Local 63, ILWU, will hold its mid- clothing and housing."
year election for Secretary-TreasGibbons ended with a plea that the
urer, one Labor Relations Commit- labor movement renounce its cyniteeman, and one Relief Dispatcher, cism, and remember the original
on Thursday, June 3, 1965. Polling idealism that built labor.
will be conducted from 7 a.m. to 7
"We have got to go back to the
p.m., at the Dispatch Hall,445 Avalon kinds of humanism which gave us
Blvd., Wilmington, California. Nom- birth. If we can do that, we can susinations for the above offices will be tain and fulfill our promise and obliopen from April 15, 1965 through gation to meet the challenges of the
May 15, 1965. Runoff election, if nec- future."
essary, will be conducted on WednesThe convention delegates gave the
day, June 9, 1965, same hours and Teamster vice president a standing
place.
ovation.

Everything to Gain, Nothing to Lose When Ranks Are Involved
Editor's note: These are the
• concluding remarksfrom the Organization section of the Officers' Report to the ILWU's 16th
Biennial Convention in Vancouver, B.C., April 5-9. Vice President Robertson was in Vancouver
attending the Coast Longshore
Caucus at the time The Dispatcher went to press. His regular column will be resumed in
the next issue.
HE ORGANIZATION department
of the ILWU has spoken often of
that essential ingredient, without
which we can only go so far and no
farther, which is membership participation.
New ideas and techniques must be
found to involve the membership in
the day-to-day work of organizing
in each area, especially in view of
the challenge of white collar organizing. Here are some suggested steps
in order to help meet this goal:
• At every local meeting some
time must be allotted on the agenda
to discuss organization. It should
involve the membership as a whole
as well as the local executive board,
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THE NEXT ISSUE of The Dispatcher will include summaries of resolutions and
statements of policy and
committee reports adopted
by the 16th Biennial Convention and a report on the
longshore caucus.

the stewards' council, and any other
grouping that could be involved.
• Whenever possible reports
should be made by a member of the
organizing staff, and the membership should be encouraged to participate.
• Publicity should be given by
each local bulletin and by The Dispatcher, including news about any
organizational activities that would
particularly encourage membership
participation.
• The International union, working through regional staffs and with
local union officers, should also
schedule regular monthly meetings
devoted to organizing. At these
meetings,any members in the immediate area interested in the organizing program, and especially those
who would like to become organizers,
should be invited to attend. Free and
open discussion, self-criticism, and
projected plans should be invited.
• Such meetings should enable
the ILWU to develop organizers from
the ranks. This could bring a new
kind of know-how into the organizing picture, because many of our
younger members have first hand
knowledge of current local problems,
and many would like to try to meet
these local challenges. These rank
and filers should have opportunities
to work in the field with experienced
organizers—and develop capable, dynamic future leadership for the
ILWU.
THERE ARE many items in the
I foregoing report that are open for
further discussion, changes, revisions, etc. But this should give us
some perspective on means and
goals.
It is well, above all else, to keep
in mind that there are new fields
to organize, and old fields that have
been waiting for trade union devel-
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