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ILWU Tells Wirtz

ILWU's 16th

Decent Pay
Will Bring
Farmhands

Biennial
Convention
Set to Go

SAN FRANCSCO — If California farm owners are willing to
pay a decent wage, provide minimum housing and health protection, there is no reason they cannot get an adequate supply of
domestic labor.
This statement was wired to US
Secretary of Labor W. Willard Wirtz,
while he was in El Centro, California, on his high-speed investigation
of California farm conditions.
International officers of the ILWU
wired:
"We most strongly urge before you
make a determination on the importation of braceros to work in California agricultural fields, that you
take into consideration factors
which, based upon our own experience, we believe are decisive."
These factors include the fact
that:
"There is an adequate supply of

domestic labor available to California farmers if they pay a minimum
wage of $2 per hour and provide at
least minimum housing and minimum health protection."
BEET COMPETES WITH CANE
ILWU officers told Wirtz that Hawaii cane sugar plantations are in
direct competition with beet sugar
in California "where wages and conditions of work are less than half of
those paid in the Hawaiian Islands.
"The clamor of the California
growers for continued importation
of braceros is solely for the purpose
of maintaining the present miserable wage scale and horrible living
conditions which now prevail.
"California growers should first be
compelled to offer something that
begins to resemble an American
wage, such as $2 per hour and provide at least minimum housing and
medical coverage, and only if this
fails to bring an adequate supply of
labor should their request for braceros be given any consideration."
This telegram followed close on
Wirtz's statement that, after he examined one farm-camp operation in
Salinas that it "made me ashamed
anything of this kind exists in this
country."
SHOCKED AT FILTH
Wirtz said he was shocked at what
he termed the "filth" he found in
much of what goes for housing for
farm workers, and at the food served
farm workers.
"Looking at the food there I wonder how anyone could eat it," the
Secretary said.
Questioning a 30-year-old mother
of six children he was told that there
is no toilet at all on one 200-acre
blot. Barefoot children overrun some
of the dirty areas around the ramshackle shacks for which some farm
families pay $18.50 a month—oneroom, windowless, sheet metal
shacks in which whole families must
live.
After an exhaustive four-day tour
of California, the Secretary said Cal-Continued on Page 8

VANCOUVER,B.C.—Preparations were completed here for
the ILWU's 16th Biennial Convention — first ever to be held
outside the United States.
Newest structure in the building program of ILWU loCenter cals will be the new home of the East Bay Division of
Warehouse Local 6. Work on its construction was begun March 30. Architect
Herbert T. Johnson and General Contractors, Truit Construction Company, estimate the building will be completed in 5 to 6 months. It is located on a one-acre
property with wide landscaped setbacks on Hegenberger Road in the new Port
of Oakland Industrial Park. It will have 9,450 square feet of floor space and will
accommodate the officers and staff, dispatching and meetings. Pictured above
is an artist's concept of the building.

ILWU

Selma Posse Originated
eg4 Attack Unice" Pickets
SELMA, Alabama—Few Americans

are likely ever to forget what happened on the night of March 8 in

The regional director of the United
Packing House Workers of America

(UPWA), T. H. Vincent, provided the

Over 300 delegates from the West
Coast, Alaska, Hawaii, and British
Columbia were scheduled to register,
as were a number of fraternal delegates, representatives from pensioner and auxiliary groups, and visitors
from other unions.
Canadian area ILWU members
have worked hard and long to plan
an ambitious program to welcome
and entertain delegates.
The convention, scheduled to run
from April 5-9 at the Bayshore Inn,
one of Vancouver's foremost meeting
places, was scheduled to be greeted
by ILWU Canadian area president
Arthur "Bud" Barker.
A pre-convention committee was
expected

to meet Friday morning,.

April 2, to prepare the agenda, make
recommendations for various com-

background of the other Selma story mittees and deal with the complex
to a labor press reporter.
problems of maintaining a smoothIn 1958, the UPWA was striking running convention.
two meat packing plants in Bessemer
The 1965 pre-convention commitand Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The third tee included the following:
plant of this company was in Selma.
Charles Duarte, Local 6; Charles
Some of the strikers, mostly women, Ross, Local 8; Louis Sherman, Local
support.
win
to
went to Selma to try
26; Michael Johnson, Local 34; Frank
Vincent told what happened:
Thompson, Local 17; Robert Ro"A peaceful picket line was set up. hatch, Local 10; Jack Price, Local
one
Clark arrived on the scene with
19; Tony Garcia, Local 46; Goro
or two deputies. He acted like a Hokama, Local 142; Bev Dunphy and
maniac. He stuck his finger in the Arthur Barker, both of Local 501.
face of one of four International repGRUENING TO SPEAK
resentatives and said:
as
Among the outstanding speakers
"'You'd better be careful. As far
I'm concerned you're the leader of an on the agenda was Senator Ernest
unorganized mob and mobs mean Gruening, Alaska Democrat, whose
courageous opposition to the Viettrouble.'"
during
rep.
nam adventure, along with such men
labor
the
Clark told
their argument that he was watching as Senator Morse, has been continuthe scene because the plant manager ously before the American people
recently in the press, TV and radio.
was against picketing.
Other scheduled speakers include
THREATENED TO JAIL PICKETS
Clark went away, it was reported, Mr. E. P. O'Neal, secretary of the
but only after he threatened to jail British Columbia Federation of Labour, Al Skinner, Mine, Mill and
the union organizers and pickets.
In a while two people ran out of Smelter Workers president, Ralph
the plant toward the picket line with Loffmark, minister of Industrial Development, Trade and Commerce,
auto jacks, yelling and threatening.
"Since most of our pickets were Province of British Columbia, a repwomen, two of our men met them," resentative of the mayor of Vanthe regional director said, "and one couver, and others who were still to
of our men gave one a bloody nose be announced at the time The Dispatcher went to press.
and the other a cut lip.
A keynote address will be given by
"Clark put the two men in his car
and paraded them around the area ILWU president Harry Bridges, the
—Continued on Page 6
Report of the Officers will be presented by Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt, and in the course of the
convention Vice President J. R. Robertson will report on organization.
The report of the officers includes
Experience shows that there is no single central source of
a review of the union's record since
the revolutionary upheavals of our epoch. What is there that is
the last convention in 1963, a study
of the national and world economic
common to the Irish rebellion, to the Jewish uprising in Palesas it affects the ILWU's
situation
tine, to the civil war in Cuba, to the Arab rebellion in Algeria,
economic program, the union's view
to the Huk revolt in the Philippines?
of United States foreign policy, the
political scene, and perspectives for
What is common to them all is violent discontent with the
the next two years.
established order and a willingness of a minority of the disThe convention will be followed by
contented to die in the attempt to overthrow it.
a Coast Longshore Caucus, slated to
(Turn to back page for name of author.)
convene Saturday, April 10.

Selma. Countless millions at home
and abroad will remember the sight
seen on TV, as gas-masked Alabama
state troopers tear-gassed, bullwhipped, and clubbed Negroes kneeling in prayer.
Joining the uniformed troopers
was a posse—armed, mounted civilians who waded in, clubbing with
unbelievable ferocity. Labor has a
special reason to keep that posse in
mind.
The attack on Americans praying
to win their rights as citizens appalled the nation, brought worldwide
protests, inspired the ILWU's "boycott-Alabama" program, and finally
induced President Johnson to deliver
an eloquent speech to a joint session
of Congress and the nation, demanding an end to voting restrictions and
pledging to protect those rights.
MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE
But there's more than meets the
eye in this civil rights situation—and
labor's stake in the Selma story includes the right to organize trade
unions.
There is evidence here that that
armed posse was first organized by
the now infamous Sheriff Jim Clark
as an anti-labor force back in 1958.
Clark said on a nationwide broadcast on March 7 that his posse was
first put together "to handle labor
strikes and any other things going
on."
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EVERYWHERE you look these days—day after day in the
161 newspapers, usually front page items, most often in
headlines—you find news, reports, discussions, and projecttions of the war in Vietnam. Yet there are few voices these
days who insist that victory would be the final outcome.
The truth of the matter is that the weight of opinion in
the United States, and throughout the world, hangs on the
opposite point of view, ranging from the idea of complete
defeat to something like a standoff.
No one of any consequence—except those who have a
stake in the war!—says we can win. Even the right-wingers
and "warhawks" of the Goldwater and Pentagon camps insist we can win only if. . . It adds up to a very big IF!
It goes from we can win, if—we resort to massive attacks
on North Vietnam, including the use of gas and nuclear
weapons—all the way to taking on China and the Soviet
Union in all-out world war.
For my part, using some objective trade union thinking,
we might ask ourselves what would be the alternatives if
the ILWU as a union found itself in a similar situation—for
example, an economic struggle which we clearly couldn't win.
The logical answer would be straight-out: Call it off. If
you can't win, and at least have the good sense to admit it
to yourself, then you negotiate and try .to get the best possible deal—with as much face-saving as you can get away
with.

HAT'S HAPPENING in Vietnam is that the ordinary
people are fighting for what they believe in. In a strike,
as in any other conflict, human values are involved—and
against human values guns and bombs, gas and nuclear devices just don't work. In many a strike the workers have
nothing but their bodies, and muscles and minds—and their
will to live better lives. The other side has the cops, the guns,
the money, the newspapers, the courts—but workers have
the stuff that wins because they know how to stick together
in a common cause.
But we also know when a fight is hopeless. So, the crux
of the situation in Vietnam is really whether we're big
enough to wake up to the fact that we can't beat these
down-to-the-earth forces. As Walter Lippmann noted the
other day, they now control practically every bit of South
Vietnam except a few cities. They may be a ragged army,
but they know their own country.
As for us, there is no law that says we always have to
"win." No law that says we always have to be right; or can't
make a mistake once in a while—and admit it!
There are no laws like that for a union either. We've
gotten into fights we found we couldn't win, and always
hoped we'd have enough sense to recognize the fact and
pull out in time.
There's a great deal of historical irony in the present
situation in Vietnam. There is no chance to pull a Trumantype "police action"—where we supply most of the men,
muscle and money, and then maneuver the United Nations
into putting its stamp of approval on the deal, calling the
whole thing a UN police action for peace. We managed to
do that in Korea, and wound up, after three years of bitter
fighting and 140,000 casualties, with a stand-off.
At present our diplomatic energies are directed toward
keeping the Vietnam issue out of the United Nations. The
one thing we don't want is UN Secretary General U Thant
getting his hand in there. Trying to justify our involvement
in what is admitted to be a civil war—even in large part a
religious war—wouldn't get to first base with the bulk of
the UN member nations.
We hope to keep the UN out by keeping alive the phony
mythology that the Vietnamese scene is basically an "internal" matter—and that we are only putting men and
money and material into that country at the "request" of
the government of South Vietnam. (Whoever happens to be
running the government on that particular day, that is.)

W

Why?

Q

• Why are we in Vietnam?
A. Because a friendly government asked
us to protect it from invasion.
Q. What friendly government?
A. Well, you see, there was no government, so that CIA—that's the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States—
set one up.
Q. And that government asked us to intervene?
A. Yes.
Q. We invited ourselves in?
A. That's right, son, after all we cannot
go back on our commitments. We made a
promise.
Q. But now that there has been a succession of governments by coup, one general
after another taking over from another,
does our commitment still stand.
A. Oh, yes.
Q. Why?
A. Because the vital interests of the
United States are at stake.
Q. What vital interest?
A. We must not lose face.
Q. But won't not losing face lose us lots
of lives?
A. Would you have us be defeated?
Q. Aren't we going to be?
A. How can we? After all, we never lost
a war!
Q. But isn't this a civil war?
A. That's what everybody keeps saying.
So, we never lost a civil war!

(
Pe I still want to know what our vital
interest is?
A. Well, son, our vital interest is our
commitment. Now don't you argue that.
You are irritating me.
Q. I am sorry about irritating you, but I
still don't understand. Why is our face, as
you call it, worth two million dollars a day
and 300 American lives? Or 350,000 more
American lives if we slide into full scale
war?
A. Son, you just don't understand our
vital interest.
Q. That is what I am asking, what is our
vital interest?
A. I'm glad you asked that question. Our

vital interest is that we have a friendly
country that asked us to come in and give
them a hand.
Q. To destroy the people?
A. Only those who don't cooperate.
Q. Such as school children and townspeople?
A. Well, we can't let a Viet Cong go unkilled just because he's with a bunch of
school kids.
Q. Kids aren't important?
A. Well, of course they are, but then
these are just gooks.

9

.What life is important?
A. Well now,I think everybody should be
allowed to live so long as he doesn't cogitate
or agitate or do any of those things. Look,
son, we had a mighty sweet world going
here until you came in here with all your
damn fool questions. I'm doggoned tired,
you hear?
Q. I'm sorry, but I have one more question.
A. Shoot, son.
Q. Why are we fighting in a land far
away, and fighting people who never hurt
us or, maybe, never heard of us before? Why
are we killing them and their women and
children? Why are we equipping them to
kill each other, and insisting that they do
it? Is it just because they are "Gooks," and
therefore expendable?
A. Son, you just don't understand the
vital interests of the United States of America.

IDISIDAT€111Elt

Published b, the Internutlenni longshoremen's end Werebesisamen's Milan

MORRIS WATSON, EDITOR
Published every two weeks by the International Longshoremen's & Warehousemen's Union at 150 Golden
Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif. Second-Class Postage Paid at San Francisco, Calif. Subscriptions $2.00
per year.

150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif.
Phone PRospect 5-0533
HARRY BRIDGES
J. R. ROBERTSON
President
Vice President
LOUIS GOLDBLATT
Secretary-Treasurer
LINCOLN FAIRLEY
MORRIS WATSON
Research Director
Information Director
(Deadline for next issue: April 12)

HE FACT IS that President Johnson has plenty going for
him in this situation, if he'd only see it that way, and
trust the good sense and understanding of the American
people, instead of letting himself be pushed around by the
war-hungry elements in Congress and Pentagon.
He could announce to the American people that it is his
policy to pull out of South Vietnam and go home. The "warhawks" might weep, but the people would cheer.
This would save American lives, save the lives of the
Vietnamese people, end the torture, and save the $2 million
spent needlessly every day. We could regain some vestiges
of respect and admiration once held for the US in the rest
of the world.The money being spent, the energy being wasted, the
muscles and minds of the young being thrown away in South
Vietnam, could be turned toward fighting the war on poverty. It could assure the practice of civil rights for all in
the south.
President Johnson doesn't seem to realize it, but he'd
have the bulk of the American people with him, just as we
were with him when the voters elected him by a landslide,
when we thought we were sending the warhawks and Goldwater into oblivion—just a few short months ago!
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Wall Street Journal Reveals

Goldwater Flop Brings Birch Boom,
Speeds Ultra-Right Hate Campaign
map of the world—which shows such
countries as Iceland and Algeria as
red as the USSR, and the United
States a medium pink. To the Birchites, even Spain and South Africa are
colored a slight pink.
Their propaganda campaign is
This has happened as a result of
Barry Goldwater's smashing defeat! carried out through 295 "American
"Now will you join the John Birch Opinion" bookstores, including moSociety?" is the recruiting slogan bile units, which also brings in much
dreamed up the day after Barry went of the revenue. How much money is
down in the two-to-one Johnson made through private contributions
from wealthy individuals and busilandslide.
Birch chieftains have made the ness groups is not revealed, though
most of the situation. While mem- other evidence exists that big money
bership figures are secret, Robert D. men, many with links into some of
Love, a member of the 25-man Birch the nation's largest corporations,
keep feeding the right-wing coffers,
propaganda outlets and presses.
Hate literature floods the land—
and this is expected to increase as
Negroes march to win their rights at
the polls. The one thing all rightwingers have in common is this
single-minded hatred and fear of
liberated minorities. This above
all is the basis of their intense
hatred of Chief Justice Warren
Double,
whose school desegregation opinion
liMembership, Income
1954 made him an immediate and
in
Against
Aiding Campaigns
lasting target of right-wing bile.
When Goldwater refused to repuWarren, PTA's 'Leftists
diate the Birchites, he lent it a kind
of respectability. Welch himself says
Meeting
Chapter
he forbids members to join the MinOne
Inside
utemen, the right-wing guerillas
DALLOS
who are plentifully supplied with
By ROBERT E. STREET .1?JRNhAl..,
THE WALL
modern arms.
Johnil
Staff Reporter of
e
t
join
will you
Nevertheless, all the rightists—
MEDIA, Pa.—"Now
best-kninoawnitil
Birch Society?"
from the most respectable appearing
slogan, the
recruiting
With this
to the dangerous armed kook in the
has been
far-right groupsevent that might
f American
o
guerrilla groups, appear to follow
an
f
hay
Barry!!
demoralize
ing surprising
roughly the same program—attackexpectertoo
have been smashing defeat last November!
Goldwater's
ing the Supreme Court, the UN, civil
o•an the day ^
' •
he so,
rights and labor; against anything
advisory council estimates the group that smacks of government welfare
and planning, from medical care to
now numbers about 100,000 — which
flood control; and centering major
is double its strength a year ago.
They say the "recruitment explo- attacks on teachers, schools and lision" came since the election, and braries.
While the booming Birch society
appears to be growing.
When Goldwater seemed to have is the largest, there are an estimated
skidded into oblivion, ultra-rightists 1000 right-wing outfits spread across
who put their bets on him to "save the land. In 500 communities every
the US from communism" began a week there are more than 6000 rightwell-heeled propaganda campaign to wing broadcasts on radio and TV!
The Birchers' more respectable
convince conservative Republicans
and Democrats alike that the only front, the Wall Street Journal recourse left open was the Birch So- veals, has not changed Welch's own
views. He recently repeated his stateciety.
ment that former President EisenSTOCK HATE APPEALS
The campaign of the right-wing is hower is "a dedicated and conscious
moving again at full steam, empha- agent of the Communist conspiracy.'.'
sizing the stock appeals "to impeach Also, that the "UN was created by
Chief Justice Earl Warren, to pull Communists, the UN is controlled by
the US out of the United Nations— Communists and the UN has conand . . . attempt to infiltrate local stantly furthered the objectives of
police departments and Parent- communism."
"LIBERTY AMENDMENT"
Teachers Associations and swing
The right-wing-controlled Califorthem around to right-wing goals,"
according to the Wall Street Journal. nia Republican Assembly, last weekEvidence also abounds that a prime end again endorsed, with loud cheers,
goal of the entire ultra-right, with the "Liberty Amendment" to repeal
its vast radio and TV network of pro- the federal income tax—a proposigrams and its hate-press, is to main- tion dearly beloved by the Birchers.
If passed by 38 states it would retain and expand state "right-towork" laws.
peal the 16th Amendment which auEvidence of this can be found daily thorized the income tax, and would
on the air and in their many publica- also prohibit the government from
tions, and also in letters from small- competing with private interests in
town, bankers to business clients ask- business.
This would eliminate government
ing for funds to help underwrite the
"National Right-to-Work Commit- services in health,flood control, pubtee" which has stepped up its own lic power, the war on poverty, and
much else. A first target, for examcampaign in recent months.
ple, would be the vast TVA and CoMILLION MEMBER GOAL
Birch Society leader Robert Welch, lumbia River projects—with private
claims that if the February rate of profiteers waiting to gobble up all
growth continues the ultimate goal such publicly-built enterprises.
SIGNS OF AFFLUENCE
of one million members can be
Attending a typical Birch meeting
reached. Those who study its growth
—including such unsympathetic in a suburb of Philadelphia, along
analysts as the Anti-Defamation the Main Line, the Journal reporter
League—say for each member there found "in general, members tend to
are at least ten non-member sym- belong to the better-off segments of
their communities, and they have
pathizers.
Birch revenue in 1964 was placed more power to influence community
by Welch himself at $3.2 million, and decisions than their numbers might
indicate."
he expects that to double in 1965.
At this meeting,he wrote, members
The money is being spent on such
items as "Impeach Earl Warren" bill- reported on how many "impeach
boards, and printing a John Birch Warren" posters they'd put up, and
,
)

SAN FRANCISCO—The Wall
Street Journal March 26 revealed
an explosion in membership figures is now taking place in the
ultra-right John Birch Society.

Birch Society oo
troldwater's Flop Stirs
Embittered
Rush of the
Group
Into Far-Right

how many friends they'd persuaded
to buy the society's "civil rights
packet." This is designed "to show
the Communist planning behind,and
the Communist influences in, the
whole civil rights movement." They
also recently launched a campaign
to force business men to stop buying
products produced in Communist
countries—dropping little cards in
merchandise trays, such as "Ham
from Poland, a Communist country."
The Birchites instituted the letter
writing campaign to try to force
Xerox corporation to pull out of a
TV series aimed at showing the work
of various UN agencies, such as
UNICEF's aid to children, etc. But
Xerox refused to be intimidated
though it received close to 30,000 antagonistic letters before the first
program even reached the air.
TEARING APART THE PTA
The national president of the Parent and Teachers charged that
Birchites were among "extremist
groups" trying to infiltrate PTAs
"to emasculate both the curriculum
and teaching methods .. . and to bar
classroom discussion of controversial
ideas, and to ban certain books."
The rightists were also accused of
breaking up PTA meetings by foot
stomping and coughing; of dumping
garbage on PTA members' lawns.
Even worse, they ring the phones of
PTA leaders late at night, and say
nothing. Some PTA presidents "have
received anonymous phone calls
threatening their children," the reporter said.
The Birchites are encouraged to
join and take over PTAs, to defeat
the "leftists" who they claim defend
textbooks which "promote causes
ranging from Federal aid to education to water fluoridation."
RIGHTISTS INFEST POLICE
A recent rash of Birchite propaganda came from police forces in
different parts of the country—and
this coincided with a spurt of bumper
stickers distributed by the Birchites
saying: "Support Your Local Police."
Mayor H. J. Tate of Philadelphia disclosed that 20 policemen were members of Birch "cells." John Rousselot,
former congressman, and now Birch
public relations director says Birchers are members of all major city
police departments.
The other side of the coin is sad,
according to the Journal. A group set
up to combat far-right groups, The
National Council of Civic Responsibility has been given so little support
by liberals since Goldwater's defeat
that it had to close its national office
in New York.

Dock Safety
Bill May Be
In 'Graveyard'
SACRAMENTO — The ILWU's bill
to make California's temporary dock
safety law a permanent part of the
Industrial Safety Code has been referred to the Senate Governmental
Efficiency committee—which in the
past has been the graveyard of much
progressive legislation. Ordinarily it
would go to the Labor committee.
It sailed through the state Assembly with no difficulty, but the GE
committee, headed by Sen. Luther
Gibson (D-Vallejo), is regarded as a
tough committee—particularly if the
bill has been sent thereby Sen. Hugh
M. Burns (D-Fresno), president pro
tern of the Senate, for the express
purpose of killing it.
The bill, which passed the Assembly by a vote of 66-0, is titled the
Gaffney Act in memory of former
Assemblyman Edward M. Gaffney
(D-SF), original author of dock
safety legislation.

Louis Weinstock, left, former secretary-treasurer of District Council 9 of
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers of America,
now retired, dropped in on ILWU's
Harry Bridges last week in San Francisco. They recalled the AF of L Rank
and File Committee for old age pensions and unemployment insurance
formed in the early thirties to fight for
the social security system. The AFL
was officially against the program as
too socialistic. In 1935 Weinstock organized a big mass meeting in New
York where Bridges spoke. Bridges'
chairmanship of the committee was
one of the charges against him when
attempts to deport him were being
made.

Local 34 to
Start School
For Supers
SAN FRANCISCO — All Local 34
"A" and "B" registered clerks were
informed by James Herman, president, and Joseph Campion, business
agent that classes in a long-sought
Plan Man—Supercargo School will
soon be underway.
Local 34 entered into an agreement
with the United States Department
of Labor,under the Manpower Training Act, to have a clerks' training
program for 120 men. Funds have
now been allocated and the target
date for the first classes is tentatively set for Monday, April 12, 1965.
Bob Murphy of Local 34, the coordinator between the union and
Labor Department, stated this was
the only training school in which
the union created the curriculum
and furnished the skilled instructors.
Fred Larmer and Don Davis, both of
Local 34, are in charge of classroom
instruction.
The school will be in three sections,
with 40 men in each section. Each instruction section will last six weeks
on a five day a week basis. School
hours will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
daily, Monday through Friday.
COMPENSATION
Men attending the school will receive compensation from the California State Unemployment Service, the
exact amount to be determined.
The course of instruction will be
given at the John Adams School,
1860 Hayes Street, San Francisco.
All who were interested in attending the school were required to attend an orientation meeting at the
San Francisco dispatch hall on
March 29, where they were formally
registered.

Local 12 Raps 'Eldercare'
NORTH BEND—Postcards urging
Congressional support for medicare
under social security are being circulated by Local 12 members. The
postcards state that dockers and
their wives are opposed to AMA's socalled "elder-care" plan.
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Local 34 Man Is Author

First and Only Bibliography
Of California Labor History
"Longshoremen," and the "Bridges
Case" as one of the "Labor Cases."
It might have been handy to have
also a classification by union name,
By Mitchell Slobodek
so that one could look up ILWU, or
Institute of Industrial Relations, Carpenters or Marine Cooks and
University of California at Los An- Stewards. Such a listing might have
been included in the index.
geles, 1964. $4.00
Mitchell Slobodek, who compiled
The index was prepared by Joan
this bibliography, is a long-time London, a daughter of Jack London,
member of Ship Clerks Association, and until recently employed as LiLocal 34, ILWU. The high calibre of brarian at the California Labor Fedhis book proves that one does not eration. The index is an indispensahave to be a Ph.D. or a college pro- ble part of the book. In it you can
fessor to do a first-class job of schol- look up any author or title you are
arship.
interested in.
Remarkably enough, this is the
One useful section is devoted to
first and only full-length bibliogra- the "Labor and Labor-Related
phy of California labor history. It Press." In it, are listed labor periodiwill be an indispensable tool for ev- cals, giving the period during which
erybody working on any subject re- each one was published and a note
lated to labor in California.
to indicate where the file can be
Slobodek has annotated all the consulted.
more important works in the field,
It would have added to the usefulso that one need not consult the ness of the book if it had been posbook in order to determine its value sible in the case of other types of
for one's purpose. Despite a proper entries, as in the case of periodicals,
objectivity, the author's own labor to indicate in which library, the
background and sympathies some- books can be found.
times show through.
All in all this appears to be a valUSEFUL CLASSIFICATIONS
uable resource for anyone working
The material is classified in most in the area of California labor. How
useful fashion by industries, and by complete the bibliography is can
such categories as "Labor Legisla- only be judged by those who use it
tion," "Labor in Politics," "Labor as the starting point for their own
Cases," "National and Racial Minori- studies.
ties."
The book can be ordered through
Of special interest to ILWU mem- your book dealer, or through the Inbers are the sections on the "Mari- stitute of Industrial Relations, UCLA,
time Industry," with a sub-heading Los Angeles.
L. F.

Humanizing the

A Selective Bibliography of California Labor History

ILWU-PMA Join to Urge US
Funds for Training Program
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU longshore Local 10 and the Pacific Maritime Association in the Bay Area
joined hands last week in agreeing
to petition for United States government funds to train longshoremen in
winch driving and other new skills
needed to operate new equipment in
a modernized transportation and
maritime industry.
A resolution adopted by Local 10
at its March 4 meeting petitioned
to seek government funds to establish the necessary training facilities
for longshoremen under ILWU-PMA
contract. The funds and facilities
would be jointly administered by the
union and employers according to
current plans.
In response to the resolution, R. R.
Holtgrave, Northern California area
manager, PMA, wrote Local 10 president Robert Rohatch that the employers agree in principle with the
idea, and that "the total matter of
training longshoremen for the necessary skills required in the longshore industry has coastwide significance:"
Rohatch noted that, "history will
be in the making for the membership
if the ILWU-PMA jointly can get
the training program for our members . . . Our industry is becoming
more automated and complex every
day and it is highly essential that
government retraining funds be
used to train members for these
skills."
SEVEN CLASSES GRADUATE
The current program, which has
been hailed as the most successful
of its kind ever attempted, has now
graduated seven classes in a pilot
winch driving program. Four more
have been scheduled.
The classes are held at Transportation-Management School aboard
Ex-SS George Ross (a Liberty ship)
and Building 520 at Oakland Naval
Supply Center. Captain Kenneth
Klofkorn is officer in charge and
Commander J. E. Larson is director
of instruction.
The old Liberty ship is outfitted
with steam winches powered by com-

pressed air and electric winches installed for training purposes.
Each class of eight men received
2/
1
2 days of actual winch training
and practice amounting to 20 hours,
and four hours of instruction in a
classroom where a specially built
model, electronically controlled, is
used to simulate actual conditions of
gear trim under varied circumstances of stevedore loading and discharging of cargo from and to ship,
with emphasis placed on stresses and
strain to conventional ship's cargo
handling gear.
Comparisons are made also to differences existing in the newer types
of cargo handling gear where mechanical means are used to spot and
trim booms, using powered winches
to set guys and topping lifts and the
differences between mechanicallyset gear and the older conventional
manually-set gear.
"The Navy is to be highly complimented for the courteous treatment
and welcome accorded the ILWU
Local 10 men taking the winch driver
training program," Kenneth Austin
of Local 10's LRC said.
"There's no reason that this pilot
program, once its importance is recognized by the government shouldn't
be expanded beyond the Pacific
Coast ports to Alaska, Hawaii and
even the East Coast and Gulf," Austin said.
Local 10 members successfully
completing classes were recommended for reserve winch drivers
cards.
The recommended men are: Ellis
F. Coombs, Delmar Lidtka, James
Anderson, Jr., Ertha Reed, Raymond
Duarte, Al Marino, E. G. Duarte,
Merle Mehl, Carl Carpenter, J. Machado and C. Smith.
Also, Jess Salazaar, Hurvie Ford,
Lonie Long, Clyde Pollock, Clifford
Lester, H. A. Silva; and G. Swanson,
Izear Terry, Napoleon Polley, A. J.
Woodward, Joseph Hunter, and Fred
Martin.
Also Grady Garrett, Isaac Hughes,
Mack Doss, Ruben Mitchell, Corneelly Morrow, E. Johnson, Wallace Norman and Fred Eres.

SAN FRANCISCO — How do you
make a "trustees report"—which,under ordinary circumstances is a statistical account of how money is received and disbursed—interesting to
read, and to keep, and to show your
neighbors?
You do it by making it human.
You emphasize the positive. You talk
about people whose lives are made
more secure and more dignified.
Statistics can tell an exciting story
to statisticians—but people relate to
other people.
And that human quotient is what
stands out in the newly-published
Trustees' Report of the ILWU-PMA
Benefit Funds—which will soon be
available to every longshoreman,
shipclerk, and walking boss on the
waterfronts of the Pacific Coast —
in Washington, Oregon, and California.
The extremely attractive booklet,
titled "The meaning of $149,000,000"
covers the investment of health care,
retirement, and income protection
between 1949 and 1964.
The cover and one of the pages are
shown above and below.
The introductory statement tells
its own story and in its own way:

Over a period of f- ifteen years,
longshoremen, shipclerks, and
walking bosses
on the waterfronts of the Pacific
and their employers have invested more than $149,000,000
in better health,
in secure and dignified retirement, in income protection.
This is a report on how it
was done.
The ILWU-PMA Benefit Funds
encompass five funds established by
collective bargaining between ILWU
and PMA,and the trustees represent
an even number from both industry
and union, and serve in addition to
their usual positions without any
cost to the funds.
The five funds are: ILWU-PMA
Welfare Fund; ILWU-PMA Pension
Fund; ILWU-PMA M&M Vesting
Benefit Trust; ILWU-PMA Supplemental Wage Benefit • Trust; Walking Bosses Vesting Benefit Trust.
The statistics, nicely broken down
in neat columns, naturally reveal

cold facts about income, benefits,
and expenses, and balances on hand.
But where people count, this booklet endows the bland facts with hu-

It comes to this:

The meaning of $149,1
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California Crisis

Statistics
man warmth—with such examples
as the comprehensive protection
that 50,000 men, women, and children, have received over 15 years;
with the four million doctors visits;
the 3/4 of a million days of hospital
care; the countless x-ray pictures
and laboratory tests; the nurses'
care and surgeons' skill. It tells of
the enormous attention paid to prevent illness as well as cure, and the
fact that since 1954 nearly 14,000
children each year have had exceptional dental protection.
What it tells, and this must be retold, is that the ILWU and the PMA,
started a pioneering effort on the
day after Christmas in 1949, which
led the way for the entire trade union movement, and served as a model for the nation.
And there's more than outright
care. There also was the first-timeanywhere tests that would reveal illness, or prevent potential problems.
There is the whole area of medical
education for the members and families, which is an invaluable service
to the entire community.
And finally, there is the whole
question of security, and retirement
with dignity, without fear of the future: pension plans, early retirement
under M&M, family benefits.
And for those who have spent a
lifetime wondering when the day
would come that the job would be
threatened by the machine age,
there is the security of the Mechanization and Modernization Agreement
—protection against loss of work opportunities due to mechanization.
The book concludes:

9,000,000
ds piled up or spent,
or which they are spent:
Yood health care.
ortable retirement.
tie protection.
3r the hopes and the needs
tterfront.
choed and put to work

by their employers and
; of the industry.
real meaning.

)rt-

health care:
paid out nearly $53,000,000 for
services,
laboratory
al, medical, surgical and
care for children,
ation as well as for cure,
whole family.
workers and retired, for the
retirement benefits.
paid out $36,000,000 in
pay the monthly
reserves of $34,000,000 to
of those who have retired, and
the future.
who will earn retirement in
benefits to ease the
; paid out $9,000,000 in
on the
mechanization and modernization
the
and
hand
We have $12,000,000 on
more.
$8,000,000
ers' agreement to add
these welfare
Te arranged and administered
is eligible, paid
cement plans, determined who
a cost of slightly
flefits, handled these funds at
paid in.
dollar
each
n a penny and a half on

Hospital
Benefits
Suspended
SACRAMENTO — California's disability insurance crisis was getting
worse instead of better this week as
the state Legislature bogged down
In a fight over what to do about it
and Governor Edmund G. Brown
found it necessary to suspend hospital benefits under the plan.
ILWU and other labor lobbyists
were fighting, without-much success,
to move a bill (AB 241) by Assemblyman George N. Zenovich (D-Fresno)
that would at least temporarily rescue the fund, which is drowning in
a sea of red ink.
The insistence of Sen. George Miller Jr. (D-Martinez) on another solution than the temporary tax raise
proposed by Zenovich has created
an impasse between the Assembly,
which has already adopted the Zenovich bill, and the Senate, which
favors Miller's proposals.
FUND IN THE RED
Meanwhile, the disability insurance fund, which covers off-the-job
illness or injury and which is supported entirely by deductions from
worker paychecks, is in the red. First
remedy, announced by Gov. Brown
on March 28, was to suspend $12 a
day hospital benefits, effective April
1. The plan provides these benefits
up to a maximum of 20 days. Weekly
benefit payments will be continued.
ILWU Legislative Representative
Michael Johnson recalled that two
years ago the union opposed uncuccessfully the transfer of $70 million
in worker pay deductions to the unemployment insurance fund.
At the urging of ILWU Legislative
Representative Nate DiBiasi the recent convention of the California
Democratic Council here adopted a
resolution in support of the Zenovich
bill and opposing "any amendments
which would restrict present payments .. and also any attempt to
restrict the present scale of benefits."

ILWU Locals
To Mobilize
Vote Turnout
OAKLAND—The East Bay ILWU
Joint Legislative Committee, representing Locals 6, 10 and 34, endorsed
a slate "that will continue progress"
in Berkeley's election, April 6.
For Berkeley City Council:
Wilmont Sweeney, William T.
"Zack" Brown, Daniel Dewey, and
Margaret S. Gordon.
For school board, they recommended re-election of:
Dr. Samuel Schaaf, Laurence Byers, and John Miller.
'HELP WANTED'
The committee also distributed a
bulletin to all stewards,for posting in
all houses and docks calling on ILWU
members to lend an hour or two on
Saturday, April 17, to "turn to" at
the ILWU Building, 160 Grand Ave.
A message will be distributed about
the deplorable education situation in
Oakland, and voters urged to name a
labor-endorsed slate at the April 20
election.
Four candidates, pledged to an
"enlightened education program,"in• eluding elimination of segregation,
raising the level of education and
hiring adequate personnel are:
William Belcher, Electra Price,
Joseph Morozumi, and Rev. Alexander Jackson.
The auxiliary will serve coffee and
doughnuts at 9 a.m. and a buffet
lunch at noon to those taking part in
the mobilization to "give our children a decent education."

The Port of Longview will have new warehouse
space and additional berth space for two large
cargo vessels when the port's new terminal facility is completed. A $3 million
bond issue, backed by ILWU Local 21 and approved by the voters last November, made the expansion possible. Part of the facility will be in use by Autumn.

Expanding Port

Shipping Was a Money-maker
SAN FRANCISCO—The year 1964
was a money-maker for the shipping
industry, and the 1965 outlook points
to even better profits.
This was the boast of two major
companies, American President Lines
and Matson Navigation Company, in
their annual reports to stockholders.
American President Lines reported
on March 22, 1964 earnings of more
than $5.5 million compared with $4.5

million in 1963. Earnings equalled $8
a share and $1.60 a share on two
classes of stock in 1964, compared to
$6.35 and $1.27 in 1963. APL is adding
12 new, modern ships, featuring significant engineering advances.
Matson reported on the same day
a net profit that soared 30 percent
higher in the one year—$6.4 million
compared to $4.9 million in 1963.

White Paper Distortions
Hit by N.Y. Columnist
Richard Starnes, who was an on-the-scene reporter in South
Vietnam, wrote the following column which appeared March 15
in the New York World-Telegram and Sun.
HE IMMINENCE of a major war
in Southeast Asia is now generally assumed throughout the government and diplomatic establishment in Washington.
Recognition of the war threat has
grown with the silent speed of a
malignancy until it has invaded
every chancery and quasi-official
listening post in the nation's capital. The same alarms have been
sounded before, but never with the
urgency that has followed the ominous events that have taken place
in the fortnight since the State Department's "white paper" sought to
justify war against North Viet Nam.
The white paper itself was regarded as a fateful portent, at least
partly because of the obvious haste
with which it had been cobbled together. Reasoned analysis of the
document shows that it actually
proves the reverse of what it set out
to prove. The magnitude of the civil
war in South Viet Nam simply cannot be made to parse with the white
paper's account of North Vietnamese intervention — even accepting
the State Department document at
face value.
The reality, which is no secret to
anyone who has taken the trouble
to tote up admitted weapons losses
by South Vietnamese units, is that
Viet Cong guerrilla forces are
largely equipped with captured
United States materiel. Even accepting the white paper's wholly
unsubstantiated reckoning of the
total number of North Vietnamese
guerrillas who have been sent to
the south, it is plain that the Viet
Cong guerrillas—like their weapons
—originate largely in South Viet
Nam.
This reporter recalls sharing a
helicopter mission in the Mekong
Delta with a pilot whose plastic
crash helmet had been neatly holed
by a direct hit from a VC sniper a
few days earlier. The young man's
head was still intact because in that
day the VC was still using homemade weapons of short range and
low velocity. They gradually upgraded their arsenal by capturing
(or otherwise obtaining) US weap-

T

ons, and nothing in the State Department's long-winded indictment
can shake that fact.
(Note: In this connection it is
worth recording that the US white
paper, which listed captured supplies of Communist origin down to
16 sweaters manufactured in Ha
Dong, North Viet Nam, does not list
items of US origin recaptured from
Viet Cong units. The reason is clear
—the ratio of recaptured US arms
and captured Communist arms
would accurately reflect the actual
equipment ratio of the guerrillas. It
would show what every expert
knows to be the case—the Viet Cong
war against the Saigon government
is self-supporting to an overwhelming degree.)
*

*

*

This is a tedious recital, to be
sure, but it is a vitally important
one, for it peels away the veneer of
sham that seeks to justify the expansion of the war in Southeast
Asia. There is no basis in objective
reality for believing Hanoi could
stop the war in the south even if it
wanted to.
There is, on the contrary, ample
reason to believe that the mass of
Vietnamese on both sides of the
17th parallel fervently wish the
round-eyed warriors would pack up
and go home.
Buddhists, who make up 70 percent of the population of South Viet
Nam, have expressed this wish
forcefully. More than that, the continuing success of the Viet Cong
testifies to the measure of support
it finds among the peasants of
South Viet Nam—support that no
guerrilla war can do without.
In contrast, none of the clandestine forays by which CIA-trained
infiltrators have sought to turn the
tables on Hanoi has borne any fruit.
This fact is as eloquent as it is
cheerless.
Like the rest of the truth about
the war in Southeast Asia it cannot
be obscured by any State Department preachment.It belongs among
the realities that Americans ought
to be asking questions about, but
apparently aren't.
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ago. The jump from age-old backwardness to the modern world is
awesome.
The communes that led to so much
criticism in the past, are now far different from what we have assumed.
We see a commune headquarters,
made up of 16 villages, where the
people run their business through independent meetings, work together,
share machinery, use their produce
This was the substance of the inas needed, and sell any surplus to
troduction given to a remarkable
other villages.
documentary film, "China," written
It is a far cry from the stereotype
and produced by British-born author,
that led us to believe that the comlecturer and television producer Felix
munes were a sort of prison. NeverGreene.
to-be-forgotten is the scene of a comAN UNKNOWN WORLD
mune family eating together—three
Felix Greene's "China" is not only
generations at the same table, and
an engrossing documentary, bringing
all very much like any family anynews about an almost unknown and
where.
umEnegit;
vigorous giant, but it is also an artisThe most exciting sequence came
tic triumph, sensitively filmed with
at the very end,and was truly "news"
an eye to bringing the faces and
as we understand it — and merely
movements of people at work, at
proved again how ignorant we have
play, and in artistic endeavor into
been of events.
close contact with the audience—and
We saw the building of a rock
all this in spectacular color.
between the mainland and
causeway
Shanghai dock is mechanized; "coolie" labor a thing of the past.
But above all it is "news" in the
the island of Amoy, five miles off
best sense of the word because it reshore; a rail and road link with the
veals new facts. Facts known to the whether that's the way we would young people—and that is where the militarily important island. Officirest of the world, but barred to the choose it or not, they like what they emphasis is. The kids are every- ally, the United States knew what
where. They are obviously well fed was happening. And the people in
USA because American newsmen, have better.
Longshoremen and shipping men and clothed, and education starts at the area were aware of it. Only we in
businessmen, men of labor, and just
Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public are will be amazed to see the modern the toddling level. Once China was the USA did not know, and it is sigbanned from seeing China for them- docks of Shanghai, with dozens of 85 percent illiterate. Now 100 million nificant that a wire service published
ships working, from every maritime children are in school every day.
selves.
this "news" finally as a result of
Education is modern, but does not Greene's picture.
Felix Greene has made several vis- nation on earth—except the United
its to Red China because his British States.
ignore the best from the old. Their
What was so incredibly exciting
There is no "coolie" labor. All the slogan is, "Learn from abroad and was the ingenious way the Chinese
passport is "good for travel in all
work is mechanized. It's a real eye- from the past." The old craftsmen managed to load huge piles of rocks
countries."
But Greene brings more to his opener to see the advances made in teach their arts to the young. The on a junk or barge. The rocks were
work than a passport. He has a sharp material handling—the modern jit- young return the favor. One of the bound together in a roll of matting,
eye for human qualities, a profound neys and forklifts, and the huge most itnoving scenes is of a little girl weighing altogether perhaps as much
knowledge of Chinese history, and a cranes. Felix Greene says that before teaching her grandmother how to as 20 tons. They had to unload those
friendly feeling for contemporary 1949 there were no cranes at all in write.
rocks in four seconds in the heavy
Though the regime is avowedly seas and tides that race between the
China. He has written two outstand- Shanghai.
China trades with 100 countries. atheist, you see Buddhist, Moham- mainland and the island. They did so
ing books on China. One published
recently by Doubleday, The Curtain Ships flying British and Polish flags medan and Catholic services. Though by moving in at high speed and just
of Ignorance, is loaded with docu- can be seen. Being loaded are Chi- the nation is young, youth has not as they got to the discharge point
ments revealing the extent to which nese-manufactured reinforcing steel forgotten traditional respect for the the entire junk would roll till its
the American public has been conned for Cuba, Chinese-manufactured aged. Though it was a male-domi- decks were awash and the entire load
by news distortions, invented stories, tires and lathes for Albania and the nated society, women now work with would dump into the sea. You have to
new African nations.
new machinery, are teachers and sci- see it to believe it. It was an incrediand slanted reporting.
True, there may not be a vast entists side by side with men.
Greene was formerly a senior ofble example of ingenuity and specficial of the British Broadcasting amount of this modern export, but
And while the overwhelming ma- tacular navigation—and planning.
It's that planning that makes for
Company, and produced this hour- for the Chinese to do it at all belies jority of the people still work on the
long documentary while making a what most Americans have heard of land, with back-breaking labor, modern China. If you see the picture
picture for British commercial tele- that country.
peasants now use machinery they and it disturbs you—so be it. But see
STARTLING CONTRASTS
vision.
never knew even existed a few years it. China is very much a fact of life.
WE ARE STARVED FOR NEWS
Within the course of an hour we
The surprise expressed by audi- see such contrasts as the vast city of
ences as the face of modern China is Shanghai, one of the world's greatrevealed is eloquent testimony to est, and minutes later, the snowhow starved we are for information, driven, treeless plains of Mongolia,
as a curtain of ignorance thrown up where superb horsemen still ride and
around our quest for knowledge.
rope their stock, acting like working Continued from Page 1—
rector said that Clark brought in the
At a private press showing this re- cowboys anywhere in the world, in'This is what they call posse against the strikers in 1958
viewer heard newspaper and TV re- cluding our old west. You see modern shouting,
with the intention of getting the
porters — who enjoy putting up a hydro-electric and irrigation dams peaceful picketing.'"
group worked up into hysnext
armed
the
Early
morning
50
between
front of never reacting to anything— being built by thousands using anteria.
on
farmers
75
horseback,
depuand
times
commenting with surprise, at
cient hand-labor methods, and then
He tries to create an atmosphere
gasping, and even applauding on oc- a camel train in the desert, the only tized by Clark, showed up at the
leads to violence and his 300rifles,
guns
carrying
and
that
baseplant,
presented
film
the
casion when
means of communication to the outer
posse is a perfect arm to
civilian
man
bats.
ball
scenes of the incredible vitality and world.
was the beginning of the be used against organized labor as
That
too
not
progress and vigor that characterizes
Where one hospital existed
posse whose reputation for brutality well as those who are striving for
today's China.
many years back in Shanghai, there
known around the world on civil rights.
became
For example, the picture opens up are now 35, with up-to-date medical
Vincent noted that every time he
of March 8. The UPWA dinight
the
with a montage of random shots— and surgical instruments made in
to town one of Clark's men
came
hardly what Americans would con- China.
almost
follow him all the time he was
she
as
just
'em
of
would
one
got
"I
sider "typically Chinese"—such as a
Shanghai was once heaven for the
made it back to the church"
in
Selma.
girl parachuting from a plane,a huge rich and corrupt, while hordes of
He recalled Clark's behavior at
steel mill,locally-produced electronic prostitutes, some not even in their
Swift cottonseed oil plant in
the
devices, a modern dock; and all this teens, roamed the streets; where
Selma which had been organized by
exquisite
foreigners
of
pictures
with
side by side
pimps and racketeers and
UPWA.
ancient arts, and human beings still were affluent—and where life for the
LEGALIZED TERROR
pulling barges by hand as they have common man was hell.
story continued:
Vincent's
done for thousands of years.
Once great numbers of families
come into the plant
would
"Clark
where
streets,
the
on
died
and
lived
NO STEREOTYPES
from time to time during free periods
And today it is very much a fact of 20,000 corpses were picked off the
and if whites and Negroes were sitstreet every year. A clean modern
life.
ting together he'd order them to sepAnyone who thinks—as our press city, with vast new modern housing
arate."
today—even
see
we
what
is
projects
think—that
to
us
condition
tries to
Vincent described the sheriff as a
China today is a vast gray morass of though the picture clearly shows that
man who always carries an electric
miserable people, downtrodden and the slum problem is still very serious,
cattle prod, and is usually accombeaten, has another think coming and housing will not be sufficient for
panied by some members of his
another generation.
when he sees this picture.
posse.
hunof
years
their
had
have
They
away
You'll file your stereotypes
One worker for the Student Nonforever when you see the smiling ger and serious rationing, but there
Coordinating Committee exViolent
canning
a
and
now,
food
of
plenty
is
communal
hard
faces, the vigor, the
plained it this way:
work, and what is—certainly—to the industry. You see stores with Chi"There is not much private viginese-made bicycles, cameras, sportChinese a new degree of freedom.
lante
violence like there is in Misthat
items
and
cosmetics
What comes through, if you try at ing goods,
Instead, Jim Clark provides
sissippi.
beafford
could
rich
the
none
but
is
place,
their
in
yourself
put
to
all
the
with legal, tax-supported
whites
that they are not only immeasurably fore.
terror."
But what you see above all else are
better off now than in the past, but,
HERBLOCK--The Washington Put

By Sidney Roger
SAN FRANCISCO — "Millions
of Americans recently saw closeups of the surface of the moon,
but the surface of China with its
700 million people seems even
farther away. China seems as remote to US citizens as the moon."

First Selma Posse in 1958
Used to Attack Union Pickets
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BC Fishermen's Convention

Conserve Resources,End
War,Back Voting Rights
VANCOUVER,B.C.—Conservation
of fishing resources, limitation on
fishing licenses, opposition to compulsory arbitration, support for
Negro voting of Alabama, and a demand for immediate removal of all
foreign military forces from Vietnam
were the highlights of the 21st Annual Convention of the United Fishermen and Allied Workers Union
held here March 20-27.
In attendance were approximately
150 delegates representing 7,000
shoreworkers,tendermen and fishermen along the BC coast.
John Tadich, fraternal delegate
from Local 3,ILWU,Seattle, brought
the greetings of ILWU fishermen to
the convention. Greetings were also
sent by Bill Gettings, ILWU Northwest regional director.
RESOURCES DOWN
"The sharp decline in halibut
stocks in the Eastern Bering Sea,following entry of the Japanese into
this fishery in 1963, is a danger signal," warned a report on fishery resources endorsed by the convention.
Pointing out that no controls exist
on Japanese fishing in the Western
Bering Sea and that the Soviet fleet
it not included in any joint program
of conservation and research because
it is excluded from the North Pacific
Treaty, the convention demanded
that the treaty include the Soviet
Union and that a program of controls and conservation be established.
The convention also charged that
salmon stocks "are being subjected
to piracy by the Japanese mothership
fleet."
The Canadian position, declared
the convention,"should call for complete prohibition of the high seas
salmon fishery. Prior rights of harvesting belong to the Nations which

rear the salmon in their lakes and
streams
POLLUTION THREAT
drew attention to
convention
The
the "extremely grave threats arising
from deforestation, pollution, gravel
removal and the general impact of
man's misuse of water resources,"
and urged an immediate study by
both the federal and provincial government "of the effects of logging on
salmon resources."
It also asked for the establishment
of a provincial department of fisheries and $10 million a year for
stream clearance, spawning grounds
and reforestation.
The convention reaffirmed the union's demand for a form of license
limitation which would remove from
the fishing industry thousands of individuals who fish only part time
(moonlighting), who do not fish for
a living, and who seriously deplete
the income of those who depend on
fishing for a living.
Compulsory arbitration was unanimously condemned by the convention "as the beginning of a police
state" that would strip fishermen of
the right to strike and the right to
bargain collectively.
The government's recent proposal
for compulsory arbitration would not
only outlaw strikes, it would also give
a vote in negotiations to "vessel owners, moonlighters, persons on holiday,company stooges"said the union
statement. Thousands whose livelihood is at stake could be out voted.
The convention demanded that
commercial fishermen be granted
all the rights of other sections of organized labor, including the right to
strike.
NEGOTIATE PEACE
The resolution on Vietnam charged
that US air attacks on North Vietnam are "immoral and unjust" . . .
and have greatly increased the danger of world thermonuclear war."
There is every indication,itsaid,that
"the majority of the South Vietnamese don't want foreign intervention

and continuation of the present
conflict."
In addition to calling for the withdrawal of foreign troops from South
Vietnam, the convention urged the
Canadian government "to use its utmost influence to bring a peaceful
negotiated settlement based on the
terms of the 1954 Geneva Agreements which provided for neutrality
of North and South Vietnam and
free elections."
By resolution delegates called on
President Johnson to use his power
"to enforce the rights of the people
of Alabama to register, vote, assemble and protest."
After voting to ask Canadian
Prime Minister Pearson to convey a
similar message to the US President,
many of the delegates joined demonstrators in front of the US consulate
during the noon hour convention
break.
Union secretary Homer Stevens
called on the labor movement "to
cast aside its mood of complacency"
and participate directly in the struggle for Negro rights.

Auxiliary News
Quake Film Shown;
Alabama Boycott Backed
ASTORIA — The Columbia River
Auxiliary Council's last meeting featured a colored-slide documentary on
the disaster in Seward, shown by a
survivor, Phyllis Dubb, wife of Local
60 member Nicholas Dubb -- one of
three longshoremen from Alaska now
working in the local port.
The slides depicted a sea on fire
from exploding oil tanks, the sunken
waterfront, and box cars tossed
about like a toy train.
The docks are being rebuilt—this
time at the head of the bay, since
land on which they once stood is no
longer there—and Seward, thanks in
great part to the support given by
ILWU — has risen from the ruins,
Mrs. Dubb said. She recalled the
nightmare hours when she and her
infant son missed death by inches.
The meeting also:
• Voiced approval of the boycott
action on Alabama taken at the
ILWU-sponsored March 10 protest
rally in San Francisco.
• Noted the need for a letter-writing campaign on medicare under social security.
• Heard Federated Auxiliaries
president, Valerie Taylor, urge letters of commendation to Mrs. Paul
Douglas, wife of Senator Douglas of
Illinois, for her "high example in
joining the Freedom marchers in
Selma."
Vernice Munger of Rainier was
elected to fill the unexpired term of
council secretary Ada Dorset of Auxiliary 11 who resigned from the post
last month. She was installed by
president Veva Phillips of Portland.

Chemainus Auxiliary
Fetes 6th Anniversary
CHEMAINUS, B. C.—The regular
March meeting took the form of a
dinner at the Rendezvous in Nanaimo to celebrate the auxiliary's sixth
anniversary. Past presidents attending were Yvonne Beatty, Chemainus,
Lorna Beatty, Chemainus and Kay
Saunders of Ladysmith.
A short business meeting chose
delegates to attend the BC District
Council of ILWU Auxiliaries to be
held in Vancouver, April 3. They are
Sally Saunders, Nanaimo and Marge
Lavandusky, Ladysmith. Alternates
are Lou Wager, Ladysmith and Kay
Saunders.
A successful bake sale in Chemainus raised funds for the $25 scholarships offered annually in each of the
four secondary schools in the district.

BIG SHUTS

AND

LITTLE FISHES
at-

Bilited gpelr
ERTA JOHNSON of Seattle, wife
of Amid Johnson, retired member of Local 19, chalked up a chromeplated King salmon from the fish

H

help," shouted George from the
water. They had to first ease the fish
aboard, then help George.
A most resolute angler.
* * *
ELESCOPIC SIGHTS on firearms
first became important in this
country during the Civil War when
numerous optical firms and gunmakers were engaged both by the
North and South to turn out telescopically equipped long-range rifles
for use by snipers.
The guns they equipped or produced were heavy — from 15 to 30
pounds — and comparatively complicated, but seem to have been extremely accurate. The records of
both sides show several instances in
which generals and other high-ranking officers were picked off by these
scope-sighted rifles,
now
while reconnoitering or directing
troops at distances of a half mile or
more.
The war between the States demonstrated the usefulness of rifles
with telescopic sights for military
snipers, although a common complaint of the day was that the crude
cross-wires in the telescopic long
sighting tubes set on top of the gun
barrels trembled easily, making it
difficult to take steady aim in the
standing position. When fired from
a rest, such as the crook of a tree,
results were excellent.
But the beginning of the great
popularity of the telescopic sight
came shortly after the first World
War, when organized target shooting for recreation commenced its extraordinary growth in America.
For the first time, the general
shooting public began to experience
the thrill that comes of viewing its
target close up as the result of the
magnifying power of the 'scope, and
being able to spot the impact of bullets on the target and note minute
variations in accuracy of aim.

T

laden waters of Neah Bay and enclosed a photo as proof of the piscatorial pudding.
Herta, a member of the Ladies
Auxiliary No. 3, has taken quite a
few Chinook from Neah but the 25
pounder was the largest one to date.
*

*

*

STORY out of North Bend, Oregon lauds the angling merits of
George Ahuna, longshoreman from
Hawaii.
Seems that George was working
the lower Umpqua with fellow longshoremen, Warren Hunt and Dick
Erickson for that largest freshwater
member of the finny clan in America
—the sturgeon.
George hooked one that nearly
pulled the rod out of his hand but
lost it. Undismayed, he rigged a new
bait and tried again.
Again the old rod tip went plunging down and he eventually eased to
boat a four footer which, in the final
stages, cut the leader with its razorsharp gill plates. Slowly "old fighter"
finned away from the boat to freedom.
But George was determined and
dove in after the monster.
In true Hawaiian fashion, he grappled with the slippery, spiny fish,
and swam with it toward the boat.
George's companions missed the
point entirely; figured he had fell
overboard and tried to help him into
the boat.
"Forget me; I don't need any

A

Dockers, Widows
On Pension List
SAN FRANCISCO—Following is
the March, 1965 list of dockworkers retired under various ILWUPMA. plans:
Local 7: Clyde Cline; Local 10:
Edward Chapman, Matthew King,
Ricardo Mejia, Jose Moniz, William Murphy, Marcel Papillier, L.
T. Rajala, John Reshatoff, Clifford Riley, Robert Ruggiero, John
Sousa, Joseph Vargas, Henry
Woodard; Local 13: Louis E.Dona,
Charles E. Falk, David Franklin.
Local 19: Joseph F. Foley; Local
34: George H.Bromage,Howard R.
Huffman, Willis T. Leighton,
George W. Williams; Local 51:
John Sabo; Local 54: Frank Colucci; Local 63: Joseph Cappelle;
Local 91: Lars Olsen; Local 98:
Benjamin W. Jacobsen.
Retired under ILWU-Alaska
Benefit Funds:
Local 62: Karl Hundt; Ray N.
Stephenson.
The widows are: Myrtle Branstrom, Gussie Ebrecht, Elvira Forstedt, Sanna Hietala, Madeline
Horvat, Anita Hubenette, Perle T.
James, Ada M. Johnson, Lora U.
Lewis, Ada Marie Olson, Agatha
Steilacoom, Ellen Styrk, Elena M.
Valle, Jessie Vocke, Edith Walden.

*

*

.410.
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*

Members of the ILWU—in good
standing—and the members of their
family can earn a pair of the illustrated spooner. All that's required is

a snapshot of a fishing or hunting
scene, and a few words as to what
the photo is all about. Write to:
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDSP.
Portland, Oregon 97201
0216 S.W.Iowa,
Please state your local affiliation.
Retired members are eligible.

Warehousemen Set
Sports Program
SAN FRANCISCO—Activities Committee of Local 6 kicked off its new
sports and social program with a
roaring beer bust March 26. About
150 people attended and danced to
the music of the Spotliters. A Puerto
Rican dance team and a country
singer entertained.
The affair, hopefully the first of
many, was held at the Union Hall at
255 Ninth Street, and Chairman Al
Lannon, Jr. announced the Committee netted about $250, which will go
to build sports teams and more social
activity.

LA Foremen Name Bowen
WILMINGTON—ILWU Foremen's
Union, Local 94, re-elected Ernie
Bowen, president for the 1965 term.
Mike Salcido is vice-president and
Glenn Deatherage, secretary. Tony
Rodin was named sergeant-at-arms.
Labor Relations Committee includes
Walt Bertschinger, Sid Lanier and
Rusty Harper.
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ILWU Wires

Condolence
To Kin of
Liuzzo,Reeb
SAN FRANCISCO — Telegrams of
condolence and pledges to carry on
the fight for civil rights and freedom were wired this week to the
families of Viola Liuzzo, who was
shot to death on a highway while
serving to help the successful freedom march from Selma to Montgomery, and the Rev. James Reeb,
murdered on a Selma street as he
walked with other ministers who had
joined the crusade.
To Mr. Anthony J. Liuzzo, Detroit
Teamster official, ILWU International officers and 57 staff members
sent the following telegram:
"We share your heartbreak over
the loss of your wife and the mother
of your children. We share your horror that such bestial people can exist
who would perpetrate such an atrocity. We pledge ourselves to do our
part to carry forward the greathearted, courageous crusade your
wife believed in to bring to an end
man's inhumanity to man."
(In Detroit, it was, reported late
this week that Teamsters Union
president James R. Hoffa, handed
Rev. Martin Luther King a check for
$25,000 for use in the civil rights battle. King was in the city to attend
Mrs. Liuzzo's funeral. Hoffa said he
hoped the check would help alleviate
"some of the cost and suffering" the
civil rights movement had experienced. "The Teamsters will give
whatever help we can give you,"
Hoffa said. The teamsters had voted
to aid the Southern Christian Leadership Conference even before the
murder by KKK members took
place.)
A telegram addressed to Mrs.
James Reeb and family said:
"May the goodwill and courage
that impelled your gentle husband
and father to lay down his life in
the cause of freedom and human
dignity assuage the grief we know
you feel. Representing longshoremen, warehousemen, shipclerks and
allied workers, we are Northern California District Council of the ILWU,
Michael Johnson, secretary."

Seen above
are members
of the Local 34 "ILWU Goodwill Golf
Tour" committee at the very successful money-raising luau held in San
Francisco recently. Arrangements are
proceeding to insure success of the
October 16-23 four to Hawaii, where
the mainland golfers will meet the best
of Local I42's players in two tournaments. The committee, left to right,
Walt McConalogue, Gene Cervelli,
Dan Cunningham, Ray Seeferlin, chairman; seated, Allen Joy, tour coordinator. West Coast, Canada and Alaska
members are invited to join the Local
34 tour. Deadline is May I, Seeterlin
announced.

Golfers' Luau

•

Success of Union Hinges on Membership Meeting Participation
S YOU READ this the ILWU 16th
Biennial Convention will probably be in session. Delegates from
every local within the International
will be in Vancouver, British Columbia, to represent the wishes and
needs of the membership who voted
to send them there. They are undertaking the very serious task of formulating policies and programs to
guide the ILWU in the next two
years.
The majority of convention delegates have always taken their jobs to
heart and put in a lot of work to fulfill the responsibilities laid upon
them by their locals. All aspects of
the union's activities in the last two
years, will be carefully reviewed.
Evaluations will be made concerning
our progress or lack of progress as a
union. The current situation within
our union — and within the labor
movement generally — will be carefully measured, as will a number of
problems of vital concern to both the
United States and Canada. In addition there will be an intensive review
of the international situation, as it
affects our jobs and union, and our
communities, in which we hope to
live at peace.
As we see it, the ability of our
union to take a good hard look at the
objective facts of life at all levels and
in all spheres of activity has been
proven over many years. The record
is clear and definitely established as
we read previous ILWU Convention
proceedings. There is no doubt that
this convention will repeat those
past performances.

A

F MAJOR concern to me as a
member of the ILWU and as
one of its national officers, is to promote a clear-cut understanding of
the important role our union plays in
the everyday life of its members.

O

You know, there's an old saying to
the effect that everyone can easily
see a huge mountain, but it's the
tiny grain of sand in the eye that
produces the pain. So it's not only
the areas we can easily see, but the
tiny irritants that we must pay attention to—before they cause really
serious disabilities.
Anyone who has been associated
with the ILWU for 30 years who has
a deep interest in the life of the
union, can outline the stages of development the organization has gone
through.
First, there are the oldtimers—and
I guess I fit there—who still might
see the union today as it was understood 30 years ago—when we were
fighting for our very lives, and when,
in terms of economic security, we
had everything to gain and nothing
to lose.
Then there are the members who
came in to the union during the
1940's, when the basic structure was
built out of many battles and much
blood. Those members joined the
union when the country was engaged
in a world war which greatly
changed the economic, political and
social structure of the nation. This
created many changes in the trade
union movement as well, and there's
no doubt there are certain basic differences in outlook between the oldtimers and the middle group.
Then there are the newer members, the younger men who have
come into the ranks after 1950, and
form a new generation whose experiences are different from the other
two groups.
But — we have this important,
overriding common tie that binds us.
We are all members of the ILWU.
It's true that conditions have
changed unbelievably during the last
30 years but the challenge facing all

of us—oldtimer, man in the middle,
or the younger member—adds up to
finding solutions at the rank and file
level; solutions we can arrive at by
combining all our experiences—and
welding these into a solid hard-hitting group of trade unionists who
can realistically face the issues of
1965.

THIRTY YEARS of experience has
1 proven that no outside forces can
weaken or destroy this union. This
can only happen if we weaken or
destroy ourselves from within!
It cannot happen if we maintain
and strengthen the basic democratic
structure of the union. To achieve
this the convention in Vancouver
will have to re-emphasize ways and
means of again bringing to the membership's attention that the union is
our basic security.
Such a program must start from
the foundation—from the rank and
file — in every gang on the waterfront, in every plant, warehouse,
cannery, in offices, in the fields.
No longer can we afford the luxury of having a large number of
members who do not participate in
the everyday life of the union. This
has been a growing threat. And in
the year 1965, we face increasing
mechanization, a serious unemployment situation, runaway shops, and
employers whose anti-union attitudes are hardening on all fronts.
We can meet this issue head-on
and come up with some concrete answers. We can ask ourselves: What
about our methods and tactics? Have
we really tried to analyze possible
errors of judgment? Do we lack sufficient knowledge of new ways of
dealing with the subject, so that we
don't encourage membership participation?
There are dozens of such questions
we can ask ourselves, and there are
and must be answers.
If the convention which, after all,
is the combined voice of the entire
membership through its delegates,
will address itself to this problem—
if some concrete suggestions and
and
backed amendment to make rehabilitation costs borne only by those em- plans can be evoked to resolve this
ployers insuring with the state, Dr. problem and translate them into acKiest said that few, if any such serv- tion—this will certainly be a mighty
ices are available outside the state successful convention.
program.
Hundreds of men who come to the
agency for help—many of them because their backs have given out
from years of hard work — would
have no job future and no hope. The
doctor described the problem as the
"obsolescence of the middle-aged
working man."
from Page 1—
The bill in its present form does Continued
not provide adequate compensation ifornia growers should be allowed
for the temporarily disabled worker only "very limited" use—if any—of
with a family to feed and for the imported workers.
He said that his tour showed him
worker suffering "unscheduled disabilities and the loss of use of an there is "no question about the adearm, leg or foot"—in a state where quacy of the domestic labor supply."
Farm workers, he said, do not have
the main industries are hazardous
a "fair and equitable place in our
industries.
The job injury fight received top society."
MUST HAVE DECENT HOUSING
priority on the Labor Lobby's agenda
The changes that must take place,
for the session. The Lobby is still
maneuvering to win additional gains Wirtz added, must include housing,
and the outlook brightened when the schools, churches and other facilities
governor moved to back up the union for the families who take the jobs.
And unionization of farm workers
position.
The House-passed measure prob- will eventually open up.
Above all, decent housing must be
ably won't hit the Senate floor until
next week, Baker said, "so there's developed, Wirtz said.
A dramatic example was open to
still time to help the injured workWirtz in El Centro, where he discovman."
ered that when lettuce growers were
denied bracero labor, they managed
harvest their big winter crop
Answer to Who Said It to
a labor shortage. But wages
without
Walter Lippman, in a syndijumped from about $1 an hour to $4
cated column published in the
and $5—and no one complained of
San Francisco Chronicle, March
not being able to get the crops in,
30, 1965, titled "America's Fateful
there were plenty of workers on
and
Choice."
hand.

Oregon Unions Seek Changes
In Injured Workman Bill
SALEM—The fate of the injured
workman was in the hands of the
Senate Labor and Industries committee this week, with Senator Tom
Monaghan, the committee chairman
battling to incorporate amendments
requested by Governor Hatfield.
The amendments are similar to
changes wanted by the United Labor
Lobby, ILWU legislative representative Ernest Baker said. They include
an increase in job disability pay of
29 percent over that presently provided in the state law; reinstatement
of jury trial in appeal cases; job-follow-up to be sure the injured workman is able to return to work; and
elimination of the three-day waiting
period.
The measure passed the House
several weeks ago in a 36-24 vote,
after one of the bitterest floor fights
yet witnessed at this legislative session.
Labor opposed the measure, and
still opposes it because it contains so
many gimmicks it has come to be
known, in union circles, as the "insurance monopoly bill."
The real objective of the bill's
sponsors—employers and private insurance companies—was smoked out
in a committee hearing during which
a lumber firm lawyer admitted under
questioning that his backers, the
Georgia-Pacific Company, saw "no
need" for a state accident insurance
fund.
A different picture was presented
by Labor Lobby witnesses, headed by
AFL-CIO's George Brown; and by
Dr. Calvin Kiest of the State Industrial Accident Commission.
Testifying against an employer-

Farm Workers
Need Decent
Pay, Housing

