Bloody Thursday

Locals Pay
Homage to
The Martyrs
Seven men who laid down their
lives in down payment on the
manifold gains that West Coast
longshoremen and seamen enjoy
today were honored up and down
the coast by ILWU locals and
other unions on July 5—Bloody
Thursday.
In San Francisco the annual honor guard stood with floral pieces at
Steuart and Mission Streets, the
corner where Howard Sperry, longshoreman, and Nick Bordoise, marine cook, were felled by a hail of
police bullets on the morning of
July 5, 1934.
The killings led to the first successful general strike of US history.
It lasted three days and brought
Presidential appointment of a board
of arbitration headed by the late
Archbishop Hanna. From the board
longshoremen won their chief demand—for a hiring hall and equal
work opportunity.
MANY OLDTIMERS
Many oldtimers, now retired, and
who went through the battles of
'34, stood the day on the hallowed
ground. Also there were members of
Warehouse Local 6,ILWU,and members of the National Maritime Union, the Sailors Union of the Pacific,
the Marine Cooks Union, the Marine
Firemen, Oilers and Watertenders,
the Marine Engineers Beneficial Association and others. All five ILWU
locals in the San Francisco Bay Area
were represented.
Portland, as usual, held the most
elaborate ceremony and cast the
traditional wreath into the Willamette River. ILWU Local 32 took
time out from its annual picnic to
honor the martyrs.
ILWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt was the speaker in Portland. He told 800 ILWU members
and friends of labor assembled in
the Battleship Oregon Park that Local 8 "deserves the commendation
of the international and the entire
coast for the way in which, year
after year, it has conducted these
impressive rites" for the dead of
Bloody Thursday.
CANNOT EXIST ALONE
Contrasting conditions of work on
the waterfront today, with those
which existed when runners cried
through the streets and alleys of a
seaport for "Men along the shore!
men along the shore!", and with
conditions existing even such a short
time ago as 1934, Goldblatt said any
such comparison shows "in that
sense, we have kept faith with those
who died."
But 29 years is a brief interval in
the life of a union, and no organization, however remarkable its own
gains, can exist alone, he said, warning against "a feeling of power and
arrogance" which, "if ever turned
against us, could destroy all we
have."
He cited the four-year-old Portland newspaper strike and the "current struggle of the woodworkers
against the combined forces of the
lumber barons" as examples of the
"struggles of other workers with
which we must be concerned."
It was this concern for others
which gave us the force to end the
"favoritism and discrimination from
which we suffered" and to lay the
foundation for other unions in basic
industry on the coast.
"We were riding on the crest of
that wave," Goldblatt said.
But "one wave does not make an
(Continued on Back Page)
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Solidarity in Union of Unions

Seven Unions with Joint Demands
Close Down Honolulu Newspapers
By Al Goodfader & Chuck Dale

walkout involving a major block
of
white collar workers.
HONOLULU—In what is beBargaining jointly on a list of
lieved to be an unparalleled dis- common demands, a joint commitplay of unity, more than 800 tee representing all seven unions
newspaper workers in seven un- launched their strike on June 21st
the state's only major daily
ions walked off their jobs to be- against
newspapers—the Honolulu Star-Bulgin Hawaii's first daily news- letin, the Honolulu Advertiser, their
paper strike, and the state's first two commercial printing divisions,

Trade unionists and others rallied in huge meetings June 23 at Yokosuka, Nagoya, Sasebo and
other cities of Japan to protest entry of US Polaris submarines and F 105 D bombers armed with hydrogen bombs. The All Pacific and Asian Dockworkers Corresponding Committee reports that a fraternal greeting from ILWU "was read
and highly appreciated by the participants." Note slogans on platform in this
picture taken at Yokosuka.

Protest in Japan

Maximum Income Raised
For ILWU-PMA Housing
SAN FRANCISCO—The maximum
annual income limitations for the
new ILWU-PMA St. Francis Square
housing project was raised last week
by the Federal Housing Administration.
The maximum annual income before income taxes for two persons
has been raised from $6400 to $7000;
34 personi from $7500 to $8200; and
5-6 persons from $8650 to $9500.
The St. Francis Square Apartments, jointly sponsored in a nonprofit cause by the ILWU and the
PMA, will be completed late this
year. The fully integrated community in this city's Western Addition
redevelopment program will offer
such features as protected play
yards, convenient parking areas,
open lawns, and streets closed off
to auto traffic.
Cooperative ownership, which
gives the owners the right to elect
a board of directors for the corporation, has such added attractions as
landscape maintenance, janitorial
service for all common areas, and
trained maintenance personnel.
The project management handles
resale of the corporation for a nomi-

nal fee. Many real estate brokers
charge 6-10 percent of the price of
the home.
Estimated monthly charges, including mortgage principal and interest, taxes, and maintenance costs,
range from $84-140 depending on
the size of the apartment. The down
payment varies from $410 for a onebedroom apartment to $610 for the
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom units.
Any family of two or more persons
who meet the income requirements
are eligible to purchase the apartments. There will be no discrimination bcause of race, color, creed, or
union affiliation, but priority will
be given to those families displaced
by redevelopment or any other public action.
The FHA has offered the low interest rate of 3 1/8 percent on a 40year mortgage. The apartmenthomes are offered at a cost lower
than any other new cooperative development in San Francisco.
Model apartments can be seen at
1440 Webster Street Monday through
Friday from noon to 6:00 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sales representatives can be reached at WEst 1-7363.

and the Hawaii Newspaper Operators
—their jointly owned corporation in
charge of production, circulation,
advertising sales and business office
facilities.
Production Suspended
Joining in the simultaneous strike
action were the Honolulu locals of
the American Newspaper Guild,
the ITU, the Pressmen, Machinists,
Lithographers, Engravers and the
International Longshoremen's and
Warehousemen's Union, the latter
representing outside circulation employees.
The companies suspended production at each of their plants when
the first pickets appeared at 6:30
a.m., Friday, June 21st-48 hours
after the first strike deadline the
unions had imposed after months of
negotiations had failed to produce
a settlement.
Although each union negotiated
individually on contract items exclusive to the individual unions, a
joint bargaining committee representing all unions negotiated with
the employers on the major issues—
common to all.
Talks Break Off
The joint committee postponed
the strike twice at the request of
federal mediators—both times setting the deadline back 24 hours until
finally, after a marathon 32 hours
of nearly continuous mediation,
talks broke off and the strike began.
A three-man subcommittee, acting
for the full-union group, reported at
3:30 on the morning of the strike
that the parties were deadlocked
over the primary issues of wages
and sick leave benefits. Several other
issues were in dispute but pay and
sick lea* represented the major
areas of disagreement. An original
demand of $10 across the board was
revised down to a $7 per week increase across the board in a one year
contract, but the employers' final
record offer was for a $3.50 per week
increase at the top contract minimum scaled down on a percentage
basis.
Backward Step Demanded
In the case of the Guild, the Company proposal would have raised reporter minimums to $153.50 and
would have meant an increase of
barely 3c an hour for lower paid
jobs. In addition, the employers have
demanded the reinstatement of a
two-day waiting period without pay
for sick leave—under which any employee off work because of illness
would collect no pay during the first
two days.
The Hawaii Guild and the ILWU
had bargained out of their contracts a three-day unpaid waiting
period for sick leave back in 1959
when both unions voted to walk
out over the issue. Again in 1961,
the two unions had taken strike
votes when management revived the
sick leave issue by demanding reinstatement of the waiting period.
In pre-strike negotiations, management stated repeatedly that
there should be no contract without
a waiting period this time.
Other Issues
Other issues still in dispute are a
union proposal for one additional
(Continued on page 6)
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Mr. Bridges has been in Canada on urgent union business and unable to contribute a column for this issue.

Are You Missing Out on
Social Security Payment
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HE NEGRO PEOPLE are getting plenty
of bum advice from so-called liberal
"moderates" who would have them call off
their demonstrations and continue to wait
in bitter silence for the equal and legal
rights which they have owned on paper
only for nearly 100 years-100 years of
motion on a treadmill.
That the Negro people can no longer be
sold on the idea that the treadmill will
someday get them someplace can readily be
understood by any trade unionist who went
through the tough days of union building.
The bosses said then, and they are still saying it today in organizing situations: "Keep
the union out and I'll take care of you."
Sometimes he even does throw out a bone
or a few crumbs as an earnest but in every
instance he finds excuse to take them
back as soon as unionization no longer
threatens.

T

OW THE Attorney General of the United
States is cautioning the Negro organizations to take it easy, lest their peaceable
demonstrations anger some bigotry encrusted senators or representatives and
make it tough on civil rights legislation.
And some so-called liberal newspapers are
echoing the same fear and trying to discourage the projected August 28 Civil Rights
March on Washington.
It is utter nonsense to believe that the
paralytic Senate will make so much as even
a gesture towsard civil rights implementation
unless something happens to frighten it
of its self-induced paralysis. And what must
happen is more, bigger and louder peaceable
demonstrations, parades, rallies, etc., until
the conscience of the American people is
roused to make some great changes in
the membership of the Congress and in
the rules of both of its Houses. Such conscience just won't arouse without prodding.
We commend to our readers the letter
of the Rev. Martin Luther King, printed
in abridged form on pages 4 and 5 of this
paper. In it, he says: "I have never yet
engaged in a direct action movement that
was 'well-timed', according to the timetable
of those who have not suffered unduly from
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the disease of segregation. For years now
I have heard the word 'wait!' It rings in the
ear of every Negro with a piercing familiarity. This 'wait!' has almost always meant
'never.' It has been a tranquilizing thalidomide, relieving the emotional stress for
a moment, only to give birth to an informed infant of frustration."

E ARE CONSTRAINED also to quote
from Walter Lipmann's lucid column
of July 4 in which he asks, "What kind of
legislative body is it that will not or cannot legislate?"
"It is true, quite evidently," he says, "that
in their swelling discontent the Negro people might be incited, even exploited, to permit acts of violence which would recoil
upon the Negro minority itself. But how is
wisdom to be made to prevail as against
reckless folly?"
He answers his own question thusly:
"There is only one way. By an unmistakable showing that the Negroes live under
a strong government, one which is not only
strong enough to suppress mobs but is also
strong enough to redress grievances and
raise the standard of public righteousness."
Unfortunately, that is not the present
shape of our government.
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How many other eligible non-claimants there are in
the country—losing anywhere from $1 to $3048 a year—
can only be guessed. A recent study by the University of
Michigan indicated that many people don't even know that
Social Security retirement benefits exist. A high percentage
are ignorant of the various benefits payable before retirement.
We're doing our best to increase public awareness of
Social Security protection. For over a year electronic data
processors in our Baltimore headquarters have been combing the lists of our 90 million "clients" and spewing out
names of eligible people who have passed 65 without app1ymg for benefits. So far we have 353,000 leads, with possibly
twice as many expected. Field representatives have been
to locate only about half thesabl
cases. n my area o
Westchester County, New York, 650 of the 1150 names given
us are still listed as "UTC"—unable to contact.)
In addition, there is a huge number of cases that even
the computers can't detect. These are the people who have
not yet reached retirement age but may be eligible for
payments because of an unreported death or disability in
the family.
OW CAN A person determine when he is eligible? This
is not as easy as it once was because the provisions
of the law have become more and more complicated during
the 28 years of its existence.
When the Social Security Act was passed on August 14,
1935, it said simply that when a worker reached 65 he was
entitled to between $10 and $85 a month, so long as he
earned no money from regular employment. There was no
coverage for dependents, for disability or for death; and
huge segments of the nation's work force—farm workers,
government employees, domestics, professionals, the selfemployed—were not covered at all.
Over the years Congress has, on eight separate occasions, passed major revisions. Payments have been increased; so have the allowable amounts of outside earnings;
so, too, the number of workers covered and the variety of
benefits to which they are entitled.
Today 90 million workers and their dependents—nine
out of ten Americans—are covered. (The only major groups
left out are doctors in private practice, federal government
workers under civil service, and some state and local government employees.) Monthly benefits range from $40 to
$127 for an individual worker at age 65, and up to $254
for a family. In many cases benefits are payable long before the retirement age. Even the retirement age itself has
changed; you can now advance it to 62, although you
lower the monthly payments in the process.
The basic thing to remember is that the laws that applied in 1952, or 1954 or even early 1961, don't necessarily
apply today. Here are three questions. Few persons who
are now missing out on Socialritpayments can answer them. Can you?
How long must you have worked under Social Security
to qualify for benefits?
Last December I was able to inform Charles B., 69, that
he was entitled to $40 a month plus $480 retroactively for
the preceding 12 months. "But," he told me with astonishment, "I applied for old-age payments when I reached 65
in 1959, and was told I hadn't worked under Social Security long enough to qualify."
RUE. IN 1959 his total working time of three years had
not been sufficient, but amendments to the law in 1960
and 1961 substantially reduced the requirements. The older
you are, the less working time you need in order to qualify.
A man born in 1892 or earlier now needs as little as 18
months' work, and the maximum requirement, for a man
born in 1926 and after, is ten years.
So, if you haven't applied for Social Security since June
1961, try again. You may now be qualified.
(To be continued in next issue.)
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Special Session

ILWU Drives
For Two Bills
In California
SACRAMENTO—It was back to
Sacramento this week for ILWU Legislative Representatives Michael P.
Johnson and Nate DiBiasi as Governor Edmund G. Brown called the
California Legislature into special
session in an effort to get $147 million worth of badly needed tax revenue denied him by the legislators
in regular session.
Governor Brown did not include
social insurance in his call to the
special session, thus raising new
problems for organized labor, which
failed at the regular session to win
any substantial improvements in
this field.
Johnson blamed lack of political
unity on the part of labor here for
failure to win gains in the social
insurance field, which includes unemployment insurance, disability insurance and workmen's compensation insurance.
TELEGRAMS SENT OUT
Johnson and DiBiasi sent telegrams to both independent and AFLCIO unions in the state urging them
to put pressure on the governor to
put AB 1518 and AB 2019 on the
agenda of the special session. Both
bills passed the Assembly and came
through the Insurance and Financial Institutions Committee of the
Senate but were bottled up in the
Senate Finance Committee when the
regular session ended.
AB 1518 would raise the unemployment insurance base from $10
to $25 and the top from $55 to $60.
It would also eliminate the so-called
75 percent rule and the last quarter
rule.
AB 2019 is a workmen's compensation bill to raise the lowest scale
from $25 to $30 and the top from
$70 to $80.
PITTS IS BLAMED
The bills would benefit every
worker in the state, Johnson said,
and he specifically blamed Thomas
Pitts, secretary-treasurer of the California Labor Federation, for failing
to join with the rest of labor in
formulating and backing a social
insurance package at the regular
session. He also said Pitts has declined to join in asking the governor to make social insurance a special call item.
Special sessions of the legislature
can only consider specific topics
named by the governor, and Johnson says that without the support
of the big Labor Federation, Brown
will not include social insurance in
the call.
The Labor Federation has already
branded the regular session "one of
the most unproductive in recent
years and comparable to the 1953
session."
Johnson believes that rank and
file pressure, if mounted with
enough vigor, can force the governor
to include social insurance in the
deliberations of the special session.
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THE LATE POPE JOHN XXIII's
strong pronouncement against racial
discrimination has had heartening
impact upon American Catholics as
indicated by this extract from the
New York Times description of the
Fourth of July Civil Rights Parade
in Chicago:
"The most impressive single contingent was made up of Roman
Catholics led almost entirely by
young white priests.
"Each group marched behind a
placard announcing the name of the
parish.
"Civil rights slogans were chanted
by the laity and the priests, many
of whom carried N.A.A.C.P. banners.
"A Catholic float bore an inscription from one of the late Pope John
XXIII's pronouncements against discrimination.
"The white priests outnumbered
by several times all the white and
Negro Protestant ministers combined
in the line of march.
"The Catholic participation in today's parade came after a group of
nuns and a priest had picketed a
Catholic club in Chicago several days
ago for practicing racial discrimation.
"Today's parade seemed to indicate that the hierarchy of the Archdiocese of Chicago has entered the
civil rights fight without reservations."

The Legislature Commends

Church, civic, political and labor leaders of the great May
26 Human Rights Day parade and rally in San Francisco last week received
handsomely embossed copies of a California Assembly resolution commending
them and the citizens of San Francisco for showing their concern for civil rights.
Among those receiving the copies and named in the resolution were ILWU President Harry Bridges and Northern California Regional Director William Chester.

House Okays Bill for Alcatraz Study
WASHINGTON, D.C.— The Shelley-Mailliard bill to set up a federal
commission for the disposition of
Alcatraz Island was passed unanimously by the House.
Said Shelley in testifying in support of the bill, "It is the hope of the
people of San Francisco that something of a symbolic nature in the
form of a statue might be erected."
Mailliard stated, "We felt that a
group of people representing the
public interest ought to examine the

various proposals plus the possibility
that there might be some future requirement for another bridge spanning the Bay."
The Shelley-Mailliard bill would
establish a five-man commission
composed of three members appointed by the President, one by the
Speaker of the House and one by the
President of the Senate. The Mayor
of San Francisco and Governor of
California would each nominate one
of the three Presidential appointees.

THERE'S MORE THAN OIL in those
pipelines snaking across the boiling
hot, arid Saudi Arabian desert country: There's a lot of gold in those
pipes and not very much of it goes
to the people who sweat that oil out
of the desert. A little item in a recent foreign publication called Europe and Oil reports "the average
net annual profits made by oil companies amounted to 66 percent of
the capital they had invested in the
Middle East." In Iraq the average
annual net profit is a paltry 62 percent of invested capital; and another outfit chortles about 114 percent of invested capital. That's pure
gold being sweated out of the hides
of some of the poorest, hungriest
people in the world, to create some
of those luscious profits in the
world. Anybody have any questions
about why there are almost daily
reports about little, big or probable
revolts for independence in the Middle East? Maybe it's because the
people whose sandy hovels sit on
that vast oil pool would like to tap
some of those profits to feed their
own families. Any more questions?

Supreme Court Downs
Missouri Strike Ban
WASHINGTON, D. C. — The Supreme Court of the United States
this week unanimously struck down
a Missouri law forbidding strikes
against public utilities after they
have been seized by the state. The
court held such seizure to be fiction.

Dying Cheaply is Un-American in Undertaker View
BOSTON, Mass. (CNS) — Americans spent, at the least, $942 for the
funeral of every man, woman, and
child who died in the United States
in 1960. "This," says Jessica Mitford
in an article 'The Undertaker's
Racket' in the June issue of Atlantic
Monthly, "is a record unmatched in
any previous age or civilization."
Miss Mitford's article gives, in
brief form, some of the "full implications of the funeral industry,"
which she discusses in her book The
American Way of Death, to be published this summer by Simon &
Schuster.
Some American customs seem barbaric to foreigners, says Miss Mitford. The practice of embalming and

publicly displaying bodies after
death is unheard of outside the
United States. In fact, she declares,
the practice of embalming itself has
been foisted upor!. Americans by the
claims of morticians. Actually, embalming is unnecessary for any but
sentimental reasons.
Funeral directors feed on the
status desires of Americans, Miss
Mitford asserts, by offering funerals
at many different cost levels. "The
decision of how much to spend for
a funeral," she quotes Wilbur
Krieger, managing director of the
National Selected Morticians, as saying, "always rests with the family."
Since there can be no comparative
shopping and little information on

legitimate funeral costs is given to
the public, Americans pay more and
more exorbitant prices each year.
"What hope is there for the person
who would like to forego the ministrations awaiting him in the 'preparation room,' to avoid being `cosmetized, casketed, and transferred to
repose' in the 'slumber room'?" asks
Miss Mitford. "What can he do to
protect his survivors from being
victimized in the name of sentiment
and sanitation?"
The answer, she says, is given by
funeral societies and memorial associations, which recently organized
the Continental Association of Funeral and Memorial Societies. Some
of the societies function as educa-

tional organizations, Miss Mitford
reports. "Most, however, have gone
a step further and through collective bargaining have secured contracts with one or more funeral
establishments to supply simple, dignified funerals for their members
at an agreed-on sum, generally
around $100." Many are organized
by the Unitarians, the Quakers, and
other Protestant groups.
"These mild folk," she concludes,
"might be dismayed at the way they
are described in the funeral trade
press: 'Burial beatniks of America,'
'Weasels sucking away at the life
blood of our basic economy,' Alien
to every principle of the American
way of life.'"
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StoreDevoted to Order' Than to Justice
The Rev. Martin Luther King's Reply to the Eight Clergymen
who complained About 'Outsiders' in The Birmingham Affair.
Written from Birmingham's Jail and Here Excerpted. A Significant Document of Our Times.

MY DEAR FELLOW CLERGYMEN:
While confined here in the Birmingham
city jail, I came across your recent statement calling our present activities "unwise and untimely."
Seldom, if ever, do I pause to answer criticism of
my work and ideas. . . . But since I feel that you
are men of genuine goodwill, and your criticisms
are sincerely set forth, I would like to answer your
statement in what I hope will be patient and reasonable terms.
I think I should give the reason for my being
in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by
the argument of "outsiders coming in." I have the
honor of serving as president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, an organization
operating in every Southern state, with headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. We have some eighty-five
affiliate organizations all across the South—one
being the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights. Whenever necessary and possible we
share staff, educational and financial resources
with our affiliates. Several months ago our local
affiliate here in Birmingham invited us to be on
call to engage in a nonviolent direct-action program, if such were deemed necessary. We readily
consented, and when the hour came we lived up
to our promises. So I am here, along with several
members of my staff, because we were invited
here. I am here because I have basic organizational ties here.
Beyond this, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Moreover . .. I am cognizant of the
interrelatedness of all communities and states. I
cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned
about what happens in Birmingham. Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever
affects one directly affects all indirectly. Never
again can we afford to live with the narrow, provincial, "outside agitator" idea. Anyone who lives
inside the United States can never be considered
an outsider anywhere in this country.
You deplore the demonstrations that are presently taking place in Birmingham. But I am sorry
that your statement did not express a similar
concern for the conditions that brought the demonstrations into being. I am sure that each of you
would want to go beyond the superficial social
analyst who looks merely at effects, and does
not grapple with underlying causes. I would not
hesitate to say that it is unfortunate that socalled demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham at this time, but I would say in more emphatic terms that it is even more unfortunate
that the white power structure of this city left the
Negro community with no alternative.
In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic
steps: (1) collection of the facts to determine
whether injustices are alive (2) negotiation (3)
self-purification and (4) direct action. We have
gone through all of these steps in Birmingham.
There can be no gain-saying of the fact that racial
injustice engulfs this community. Birmingham is
probably the most thoroughly segregated city in
the United States. Its ugly record of police brutality is known in every section of this country.
Its unjust treatment of Negroes in the courts is a
notorious reality. There have been more unsolved
bombings of Negro homes and churches in Birmingham than in any city in this nation. These are
the hard, brutal, and unbelievable facts. On the
basis of these conditions Negro leaders sought to
negotiate with the city fathers. But the political
leaders consistently refused to engage in goodfaith negotiation.
Then came the opportunity last September to
talk with some of the leaders of the economic
community. In these negotiating sessions certain
promises were made by the merchants—such as
the promise to remove the humiliating racial signs
from the stores. On the basis of these promises,
the Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth and the leaders
of the Alabama Christian Movement for Human
Rights agreed to call a moratorium on any type
of demonstrations. As the weeks and months un-

folded, we realized that we were the victims of a
broken promise. The signs remained. Like so many
experiences we have had in the past, we were
confronted with blasted hopes; and the dark
shadow of a deep disappointment settled upon us.
So we had no alternative. . . .
We were not unmindful of the difficulties involved. So we decided to go through a process
of self-purification. We started having workshops of nonviolence and repeatedly asked ourselves the questions: "Are you able to accept
blows without retaliating?" "Are you able to endure the ordeals of jail?" We decided to set our
direct-action program around the Easter season,
realizing that with the exception of Christmas,
this was the largest shopping period of the year.
Knowing that a strong withdrawal program would
be the by-product of direct action, we felt that
this was the best time to bring pressure on the
merchants for the needed changes. Then it occurred to us that the March election was ahead,
and so we speedily decided to postpone action until after election day. When we discovered that
Mr. Connor [Eugene ("Bull") Connor, until recently Birmingham's Public Safety Commissioner I
was in the runoff, we decided again to postpone
action so that the demonstration could not be
used to cloud the issues. At this time we agreed
to begin our nonviolent witness the day after the
runoff.
This reveals that we did not move irresponsibly
into direct action. We too wanted to see Mr. Connor defeated; so we went through postponement
after postponement to aid in this community need.
After this we felt that direct action could be delayed no longer.
You may well ask: "Why direct action? Why
sit-ins, marches, etc.? Isn't negotiation a better
path?" You are exactly right in your call for
negotiation. Indeed, this is the purpose of direct
action. Nonviolent direct action seeks to create
such a crisis and establish such creative tension
that a community that has constantly refused
to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It
seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can no
longer be ignored. I just referred to the creation
of tension as a part of the work of the nonviolent
resister. This may sound rather shocking. But
I must confess that I am not afraid of the word
"tension." I have earnestly worked and preached
against violent tension, but there is a type of
constructive nonviolent tension that is necessary
for growth.

J

UST AS SOCRATES felt that it was necessary to

create a tension in the mind so that individuals
could rise from the bondage of myths and half
truths to the unfettered realm of creative analysis
and objective appraisal, we must see the need of
having nonviolent gadflies to create the kind of
tension in society that will help men to rise from
the dark depths of prejudice and racism to the
majestic heights of understanding and brotherhood. So the purpose of the direct action is to
create a situation so crisis-packed that it will inevitably open the door to negotiation. We, therefore, concur with you in your call for negotiation.
Too long has our beloved Southland been bogged
in the tragic attempt to live in monologue rather
than in dialogue.
One of the basic points in your statement is that
our acts are untimely. Some have asked, "Why
didn't you give the new administration time to
act?" The only answer that I can give to this
inquiry is that the new administration must be
prodded about as much as the outgoing one before it acts. We will be sadly mistaken if we feel
that the election of Mr. Boutwell [Albert Boutwell,
now the city's mayor I will bring the millennium to
Birmingham. While Mr. Boutwell is much more
articulate and gentle than Mr. Connor, they are
both segregationists, dedicated to the task of
maintaining the status quo. The hope I see in
Mr. Boutwell is that he will be reasonable enough
to see the futility of massive resistance to desegregation. But he will not see this without pressure from the devotees of civil rights. My friends,

I must say to you that we have not made a single
gain in civil rights without determined legal and
nonviolent pressure. History is the long and tragic
story of the fact that privileged groups seldom
give up their privileges voluntarily. Individuals
may see the moral light and voluntarily give up
their unjust posture; but as Reinhold Niebuhr has
reminded us, groups are more immoral than individuals.
We know through painful experience that freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor;
it must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly,
I have never yet engaged in a direct-action movement that was "well timed," according to the
timetable of those who have not suffered unduly
from the disease of segregation. For years now I
have heard the word "Wait!" It rings in the ear
of every Negro with a piercing familiarity. This
"Wait!" has almost always meant "Never." It has
been a tranquilizing thalidomide, relieving the
emotional stress for a moment, only to give birth
to an ill-formed infant of frustration. We must
come to see with the distinguished jurist of yesterday that "justice too long delayed is justice
denied." We have waited for more than three hundred and forty years for our constitutional and
God-given rights. The nations of Asia and Africa
are moving with jetlike speed toward the goal
of political independence and we still creep at
horse-and-buggy pace toward the gaining of a
cup of coffee at a lunch counter.
I guess it is easy for those who have never felt
the stinging facts of segregation to say "Wait!"
But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your
mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters
and brothers at whim; when you have seen hatefilled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even
kill your black brothers and sisters with impunity;
when you see the vast majority of your twenty
million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight
cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society;
when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and
your speech stammering as you seek to explain to
your six-year-old daughter why she can't go to the
public amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in her
little eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed
to colored children, and see the depressing clouds
of inferiority begin to form in her little mental
sky, and see her begin to distort her little personality by unconsciously developing a bitterness
toward white people; when you have to concoct
an answer for a five-year-old son asking in agonizing pathos: "Daddy, why do white people treat
colored people so mean?"; when you take a crosscountry drive and find it necessary to sleep night
after night in the uncomfortable corners of your
automobile because no motel will accept you;
when you are humiliated day in and day out by
nagging signs reading "white" and "colored";
when your first name becomes "nigger," your
middle name becomes "boy" (however old you
are) and your last name becomes "John," and
when your wife and mother are never given the
respected title "Mrs."; when you are harried bY
day and haunted by night by the fact that you
are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance
never quite knowing what to expect next, and
plagued with inner fears and. outer resentments;
when you are forever fighting a degenerating
sense of "nobodyness"; then you will understand
why we find it difficult to wait. There comes a
time when the cup of endurance runs over, and
men are no longer willing to be plunged into an
abyss of injustice where they experience the
bleakness of corroding despair. I hope, sirs, you
can understand our legitimate and unavoidable
impatience. ...
MUST MAKE two honest confessions to you,
I my Christian and Jewish brothers. First, I
must confess that over the last few years I have
been gravely disappointed with the white moderate. I have almost reached the regrettable conclusion that the Negro's great stumbling block in
the stride toward freedom is not the white
Citizen's Council-er or the Ku Klux Klanner, but
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the white moderate who is more devoted to "order"
than to justice; who prefers a negative peace
which is the absence of tension to a positive
peace which is the presence of justice; who constantly says "I agree with you in the goal you
seek, but I can't agree with your methods of
direct action"; who paternalistically feels that
he can set the timetable for another man's freedom; who lives by the myth of time and who
constantly advises the Negro to wait until a "more
convenient season." Shallow understanding from
people of goodwill is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will.
Lukewarm acceptance is much more bewildering
than outright rejection. . . .
I had also hoped that the white moderate would
reject the myth of time. I received a letter this
morning from a white brother in Texas which
said: "All Christians know that the colored people
will receive equal rights eventually, but it is possible that you are in too great of a religious hurry. It
has taken Christianity almost 2,000 years to accomplish what it has. The teachings of Chirst
take time to come to earth." All that is said here
grows out of a tragic misconception of time.
It is the strangely irrational notion that there is
something in the very flow of time that will inevitably cure all ills. Actually, time is neutral. It
can be used either destructively or constructively.
I am coming to feel that the people of ill will have
used time much more effectively than the people
of goodwill. . ..
A/0U SPOKE of our activity in Birmingham
as extreme. At first I was rather disappointed
that fellow clergymen would see my nonviolent
efforts as those of the extremist. I started thinking about the fact that I stand in the middle of
two opposing forces in the Negro community.
One is a force of complacency made up of Negroes
who, as a result of long years of oppression, have
been so completely drained of self-respect and a
sense of "somebodyness" that they have adjusted
to segregation; and of a few Negroes in the middle class who, because of a degree of academic
and economic security, and because at points they
profit by segregation, have unconsciously become
insensitive to the problems of the masses. The
other force is one of bitterness and hatred and
comes perilously close to advocating violence. It is
expressed in the various black nationalist groups
that are springing up over the nation, the largest and best known being Elijah Muhammad's
Muslim movement. This movement is nourished
by the contemporary frustration over the continued existence of racial discrimination. It is made
up of people who have lost faith in America, who
have absolutely repudiated Christianity, and who
have concluded that the white man is an incurable "devil." I have tried to stand between these
two forces saying that we need not follow the
"do-nothingism" of the complacent or the hatred
and despair of the black nationalist.
There is a more excellent way of love and nonviolent protest. I'm grateful to God tl4at, through
the Negro church, the dimension of -nonviolence
entered our struggle. If this philosophy had not
emerged, I am convinced that by now many
streets of the South would be flowing with floods
of blood. And I am further convinced that if our
white brothers dismiss as "rabble-rousers" and
"outside agitators" those of us who are working
through the channels of nonviolent direct action
and refuse to support our nonviolent efforts, millions of Negroes, out of frustration and despair,
will seek solace and security in black nationalist
ideologies, a development that will lead inevitably
to a frightening racial nightmare.
PPRESSED PEOPLE cannot remain oppressed
forever. The urge for freedom will eventually
come. This is what has happened to the American
Negro. Something within has reminded him of his
birthright of freedom; something without has reminded him that he can gain it. Consciously and
unconsciously, he has been swept in by what
the Germans call the Zeitgeist, and with his black
brother of Africa, and his brown and yellow brothers of Asia, South America, and the Caribbean,
he is moving with a sense of cosmic urgency toward the promised land of racial justice. Recognizing this vital urge that has engulfed the Negro
community, one should readily understand public
demonstrations. The Negro has many pent-up
resentments and latent frustrations. He has to
get them out. So let him march sometimes; let
him have his prayer pilgrimages to the city
hall; understand why he must have sit-ins and
freedom rides. If his repressed emotions do not
come out in these nonviolent ways, they will
come out in ominous expressions of violence.
This is not a threat; it is a fact of history. So I
have not said to my people, "Get rid of your discontent." But I have tried to say that this normal and healthy discontent can be channelized
through the creative outlet of nonviolent direct
action. Now this approach is being dismissed as
extremist. I must admit that I was initially disappointed in being so categorized. . • •
Maybe I expected too much. I guess I should
have realized that few members of a race that
has oppressed another race can understand or
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over again I have found myself asking: "What
kind of people worship here? Who is their God?
Where were their voices when the lips of Governor Barnett dripped with words of interposition
and nullification? Where were they when Governor Wallace gave the clarion call for defiance
and hatred? Where were their voices of support
when tired, bruised, and weary Negro men and
women decided to rise from the dark dungeons
of complacency to the bright hills of creative
protest?"
Yes, these questions are still in my mind. In
deep disappointment I.have wept over the laxity
of the church. But be assured that my tears have
been tears of love. There can be no deep disappointment where there is deep love. Yes, I love
the church; I love her sacred walls. How could I
do otherwise? I am in the rather unique position
of being the son, the grandson, and the greatgrandson of preachers. Yes, I see the church as
the body of Christ. But, oh! How we hale blemished and scarred that body through social neglect
and fear of being nonconformists. . . .
I hope the church as a whole will meet the
challenge of this decisive hour. But even if the
church does not come to the aid of justice, I
have no despair about the future. . . .

THE REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
appreciate the deep groans and passionate yearnings of those that have been oppressed; and
still fewer have the vision to see that injustice
must be rooted out by strong, persistent, and
determined action. I am thankful, however, that
some of our white brothers have grasped the
meaning of this social revolution and committed themselves to it. They are still all too small
in quantity, but they are big in quality. Some like
Ralph McGill, Lillian Smith, Harry Golden, and
James Dabbs have written about our struggle in
eloquent, prophetic, and understanding terms.
Others have marched with us down nameless
streets of the South. They have languished in
filthy roach-infested jails, suffering the abuse
and brutality of angry policemen who see them as
"dirty nigger-lovers." They, unlike so many of
their moderate brothers and sisters, have recognized the urgency of the moment and sensed the
need for powerful "action" antidotes to combat
the disease of segregation.
Let me rush on to mention my other disappointment. I have been so greatly disappointed
with the white church and its leadership. Of
course, there are some notable exceptions. I am
not unmindful of the fact that each of you has
taken some significant stands on this issue. I commend you, Reverend Stallings, for your Christian
stand on this past Sunday, in welcoming Negroes
to your worship service on a nonsegregated basis.
I commend the Catholic leaders of this state for
integrating Springhill College several years ago....
I have heard numerous religious leaders of the
South call upon their worshipers to comply with
a desegregation decision because it is the law,
but I have longed to hear white ministers say,
"Follow this decree because integration is morally
right and the Negro is your brother." In the midst
of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I
have watched white churches stand on the sideline and merely mouth pious irrelevances and
sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty
struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic
injustice, I have heard so many ministers say,
"Those are social issues with which the gospel
has no real concern," and I have watched so
many churches commit themselves to a completely
other-worldly religion which made a strange distinction between body and soul, the sacred and
the seoular.
So here we are moving toward the exit of the
twentieth century with a religious community
largely adjusted to the status quo, standing as a
taillight behind other community agencies rather
than a headlight leading men to higher levels of
justice.
HAVE TRAVELED the length and breadth of
I Alabama, Mississippi, and all the other Southern states, On sweltering summer days and crisp
autumn mornings I have looked at her beautiful
churches with their lofty spires pointing heavenward. I have beheld the impressive outlay of her
massive religious education buildings. Over and

I MUST CLOSE now. But before closing I am impelled to mention one other point in your statement that troubled me profoundly. You warmly
commended the Birmingham police force for keeping "order" and "preventing violence." I don't
believe you would have so warmly commended the
police force if you had seen its angry violent dogs
literally biting six unarmed, nonviolent Negroes.
I don't believe you would so quickly commend the
policemen if you would observe their ugly and inhuman treatment of Negroes here in the city jail;
if you would watch them 'push and curse old
Negro women and young Negro girls; if you would
see them slap and kick old Negro men and young
boys; if you will observe them, as they did on two
occasions, refuse to give us food because we
wanted to sing our grace together. I'm sorry that
I can't join you in your praise for the police
department.
It is true that they have been rather disciplined
in their public handling of the demonstrators. In
this sense they have been rather publicly "nonviolent." But for what purpose? To preserve the
evil system of segregation. Over the last few years
I have consistently preached that nonviolence demands that the means we use must be as pure as
the ends we seek. So I have tried to make it
clear that it is wrong to use immoral means to attain moral ends. But now I must affirm that it is
just as wrong, or even more so, to use moral means
to preserve immoral ends. Maybe Mr. Connor
and his policemen have been rather publicly nonviolent, as Chief Pritchett was in Albany, Georgia,
but they have used the moral means of nonviolence to maintain the immoral end of flagrant
racial injustice. T. S. Eliot has said that there is
no greater treason than to do the right deed for
the wrong reason.
I wish you had commended the Negro sit-inners
and demonstrators of Birmingham for their sublime courage, their willingness to suffer, and their
amazing discipline in the midst of the most inhuman provocation. One day the South will recognize its real heroes. They will be the James
Merediths, courageously and with majestic sense
of purpose, facing jeering and hostile mobs and
the agonizing loneliness that characterizes the life
of the pioneer. They will be old, oppressed, battered Negro women, symbolized in a seventy-twoyear-old woman of Montgomery, Alabama, who
rose up with a sense of dignity and with her people decided not to ride the segregated buses. She
responded to one who inquired about her tiredness with ungrammatical profundity: "My feet is
tired, but my soul is rested." They will be the
young high school and college students, young
ministers of the gospel, and a host of their elders
courageously and nonviolently sitting-in at lunch
counters and willingly going to jail for conscience'
sake. One day the South will know that when
these disinherited children of God sat down at
lunch counters they were in reality standing up
for the best in the American dream and the most
sacred values in our Judeo-Christian heritage, and
thusly carrying our whole nation back to those
great wells of democracy which were dug deep
by the founding fathers in the formulation of
the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence....
I hope this letter finds you strong in the faith.
I also hope that circumstances will soon make it
possible for me to meet each of you, not as an
integrationist or a civil rights leader, but as a
fellow clergyman and a Chirstian brother. Let us
all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice
will soon pass away and the deep fog. of misunderstanding will be lifted -from our fear-drenched
communities and in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will
shine over our great nation with all of their scintillating beauty.
Yours for the cause of Peace
and Brotherhood,
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Aussie Union Rally
For 35-Hour Week
SYDNEY, Australia—The 35hour week campaign is spreading
fast throughout the Australia Labor movement, as many unions,
particularly mine workers, are
scheduling mass meetings across
the continent "down under" during the months of June and July.
Common Cause, official organ
of the Miners Federation of Australia, announced a giant July
rally in Sydney to get the 35hour-week campaign into high
gear as a national labor goal.

ILWU circulation department striker James De Ponte
brings daughters, Willanette and Melva to the picket line,

and Newspaper Guild advertising department member Mrs.
Nan Hinkle brings style and her poodle.

The Third Annual Picnic for ILWU
pensioners living on the island of
Oahu was held at Puuiki Beach,
Waialua, on Sunday, June 23, with
over 250 persons in attendance. The
all-day outing opened with a brief
program of speeches by union officials, and by Guest Speaker Rockwell Smith, chairman of the Hawaii
State Commission on the Aging. It
was followed by refreshments, lunch,
games for the oldsters, some impromptu entertainment by the pensioners themselves, and the presentation of prizes donated by various
business firms.

Oldtimers from Waipahu Plantation relaxed beneath pine tree shade.

All seven unions hold a joint meeting in ILWU's Hapai
Kou Hale Auditorium, and Honolulu night club singer Theo

Lane, a musicians union member, belts out a song for the
strikers.

Seven Unions with Joint Demands
Close Down Honolulu Newspapers
(Continued from Page 1)
paid holiday, a fourth week of vacation after 10 years, a proposal that
the companies pick up any increases
in medical plan costs (now shared
50-50 employer-employee).
Shortly after the strike began
management offered to increase its
$3.50 offer by 75 cents per week (at
the top)—if the unions would agree
to establish the two-day waiting period. This proposal was also rejected.
Almost every one of the 800 employees involved massed on the
picket lines during the first four
hours of the strike, shutting off production immediately. Guards had
been installed throughout the plants
on an around the clock basis several days befctre the strike began.
Unity Is Watchword
Unity has been the watchword on
the picket lines since the strike began; Guild members carry ITU signs,
pressmen carry Guild signs, ITU
Longview Warehousemen to Meet
LONGVIEW, Wash. — ILWU Local
43, Warehouse Division, will hold its
quarterly local wide meeting on July
20, at the union hall, 1316 Commerce Avenue, here. Officers and
committeemen will be installed.
The Port of Portland last year
handled goods destined for 71 foreign
countries and received goods from 73.

members carry ILWU signs, and the
one man unit of the Machinists Union has plenty of help with 10 signs.
Federal mediators resumed efforts
to settle the strike on June 26th,
and meetings have been called almost daily in an attempt to end the
walkout. But so far, no report of
progress has been made.
Picket line support, offers of help,
continue to flow in from all over the
50th state; the Central Labor Council of Honolulu has announced that
its member locals, representing some
22,000 members, will attempt to help
financially and will have member
locals join in the picket line. The
Teamster's union has provided a
mobile "office" for the picket captains to assist in the sometimes involved job of maintaining roundthe-clock picket lines at 6 locations
around Honolulu.
Weeklies Go Daily
A business weekly has gone daily
for the duration, as has a chain of
suburban weeklies. At least one
Japanese language daily has increased its press run and its English language section. The Hilo Tribune-Herald, published three islands
and 225 miles away, formerly owned
by the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, has
begun flying in bundles of its
"Honolulu Edition."
The unions themselves, operating
under a "Joint Strike Strategy Corn-

mittee" chaired by Guild Administrative Officer Tommie Lum, with
ITU local president David Bray as
its Secretary-Treasurer, have begun
publishing a daily multilith strike
bulletin. Its masthead bilks the paper
as only all-union daily in Honolulu,
and its motto is a simple: "All the
News that's fit to print—and hasn't
been."
Calls for the daily strike bulletin
have reached such proportions that
the unions say they're going to institute a subscription rate—a union
card or a pair of sore feet.
A 3 Man Strike Committee
ANG International Representative
Chuck Dale, assigned to the strike
and named as one of the three-man
sub-committee representing the unions in negotiations, told a mass
rally of the unions that the strike
was 100 percent effective and that
the employers were still in a state
of shock over the fact that the 200
passes they'd had printed for the
large number of employees they assumed would cross the lines were
gathering dust. Jack Hall, ILWU regional director, is on the sub-committee.
The unions are operating out of a
joint strike headquarters, set up in
the ILWU Hall, where space has
been made available without charge
—including large kitchen facilities
for serving picket lines.

The fishing pole contest was one
of many games arranged for the oldsters.

The egg catching contest, pairing
the pensioners and their wives,
brought plenty of laughs.
The ILWU Membership Service
Department assisted the ILWU Pension Clubs in Kahuku, Waialua, Waipahu, Ewa, and Honolulu in the
sponsorship of the picnic. Serving as
chairman of the various sub-committees were the Club Advisers, who
are the younger members of ILWU
Local 142. Similar picnics will be
held on the islands of Kauai and Hawaii during the summer.
Olympia Has Crane—Needs Cargo
SEATTLE—The Port of Olympia
now has its first crane in service,
Delegate R. W. Malinoski told the
Puget Sound Council. "All we need
is the cargo," he said in reporting
that work picked up some during
the spring months.
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Four Unions Coordinate for
Canada, Northwest Struggle

PORTLAND — National, regional
and local representatives of four
international unions, representing
memberships in British Columbia,
Canada, and Washington, Oregon,
and California in the US met here
July 1 to discuss current long range
problems of mutual interest.
Represented were International
Woodworkers Union of America, International Brotherhood of Teamsters, International Brotherhood of
Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers and the ILWU. President Har-

tung of the IWA presided.
Fully discussed was how the four
international unions working jointly
could assist the IWA in its strike
against the large employers in the
woodworking industry, known as the
"Big Six" in the Pacific Northwest.
Also written up were details of assistance to ILWU if it is forced to
strike in British Columbia and full
support to the IWA in its strike.
ILWU Vice President J. R. (Bob)
Robertson was selected at the suggestion of President Hartung as coordinator to keep in contact with
the unions and call the groups together whenever the case demanded.
Representing the ILWU at the
meeting in addition to Robertson
were William Gettings,ILWU Northwest Regional Director for Alaska,
Oregon, Canada and Washington,
James Fantz, International Representative for the Oregon Area, and
George Matson, Local 19, Seattle.
Present for the IWA in addition to
Hartung were Claude Bullard, Harvey Nelson and J. Hoist; for the IBT,
Clyde Crosby, William O'Connell, Joe
Edgar and E. M. Lawson. H. L. Hansen, international vice president,
represented the Pulp and Sulphite
Workers.

BIG SHOTS

AND

LITTLE FISHES

FOR

THE LAST few years this
writer has read with interest,
and oftimes envy, varied accounts of
the membership's fishing and hunting experiences. For the most part
I've passed along your letters and
photos in what I have often assured
you is your own unique corner on
the outdoors.
Believe me when I say I have enjoyed every minute of it.
As fellow anglers and nimrods, you
must concede it isn't often a fella'
is actually invited to sound off 'bout
his outdoor meandering — enjoyed
with wife and family. Consequently,
for a starter, I'd like to do just that,
passing along a verbal and graphic
account of some of the fun we've
had this fishing season and promising to "put you in to same" if and
when you ever visit Oregon.
We live at 8658 S.E. Ellis in Portland. Our phone number is PR 19956. The door is open; the coffee
pot primed. Call on us and I'll wager
we can swap you "tale for tale."

retfed back to set the hook when the
bass took hold, I failed in my excitement to pressure the spool. As a result, I built a birds nest of line, large
enough to accommodate a large
clutch of eagle's eggs.
Less than 20 miles from the lake,
south along the coast, is a little lumber town called Gardiner. It nestles
tight along the bank of the Umpqua,
second largest river on the Pacific
coast. It was the next day after the
Siltcoos sortie that we dropped anWASHINGTON, D. C.--The AFLchor here, lured by a tale of large
CIO United Brotherhood of Carwhite sturgeon, cruising along the
penters and Joiners on July 1 orriver's tidewater reach near the botdered its local unions to eliminate
tom.
racial segregation and discriminaUnder the direction of Bert Taylor,
tion in their membership.
dean of Oregon's coastal guides, we
A special session of the 15 member
lowered our lines, rigged with smelt,
executive board issued a statement
60 feet to the Umpqua's muddy botsaying they would conform with
tom. We were using stout but flexithe pledge that various other union
ble-tipped rods, eight feet in length,
leaders have given to end racial disPenn reels, sixty-pound test line and
crimination.
wire leaders rigged with eight-ounce
The program requires that disbank sinkers.
crimination based on race, creed,
It was approximately 9:15 A.M.
color or national origin be banned in
NE OF THE northwest's favorite when the tide began to change and
consideration of applications for unfishing and crabbing spots is Jean felt a gentle tug on her bait.
ion membership and applicants for Human Rights Action
"It's probably a bullhead or a
Nehalem Bay off the north coast
apprenticeship, and in hiring of By Colorado Labor
crab," she said.
of Oregon.
workers either in the hiring hall sys"Maybe not," advised Bert. "BetDENVER — A "Human Rights
We especially enjoy it as it is
tem or under a referral system.
ter peel off a little line."
Clearing House" has been estab- bordered by a long peninsula
dividJean complied and suddenly the
lished by the Colorado Labor Council ing the bay from the Pacific
ocean.
in
a
trail-blazin
breakt
g
Interest Money Spent
hrough in The peninsula is a state park, sev- rod tip went plunging down, akin to
the field of civil rights.
eral miles long and a mile wide in a fish hawk diving on a surfaceCould Feed Teenager
The clearing house will provide places.
floundering pilchar. The line went
SACRAMENTO (CNS)—A teenager machinery to hold hearings, investi
peeling off
We
usually
camp
in
a shady cracould eat for nearly two weeks on gate, and determine facts when any
ter-like spot near the shore for a
the reel
the money his parents pay for a union member or potential union
sort of a base of operations and
spool like a
year's revolving credit of $100 at the member believes his rights to equal
missile at
saunter out
current rate of 18 percent says Cali- opportunity have been violated—intakeoff
. She
from
there
fornia's consumer counsel, Helen cluding discrimination in employwas fast to
to the varied
Nelson. The average 13- 15-year-old ment, housing, or any commun
ity
"the fish of
bounties
child eats $9.80 worth of food a week, activity.
her life!"
that
lurk in
according to US Department of AgriThe Colorado Labor Council deIt was 40
the bay itculture figures. The $18 saved by clared "no other private group has
minute
s afself
and
buying for cash would come within
yet made a positive move of this
ter that
along the
$1.60 of feeding the teenager for sort—a step already long overdue—
"gentle tug"
clam - lush
two weeks.
in our community."
before the
shoremonster
line facing
the ocean and lower bay.
surfaced, a
A particular visit here will be reprime white
membered for an outstanding catch
sturgeon
of Dungeness crabs. We all took our
that tipped
limit of these giant crustaceans in a
the scales at
few hours but son James hit the
95 pounds
jackpot with the last haul—a giant
and meassnapper that weighed 2/
ured 66
1
2 pounds.
inches from
OMETIME AFTER the crabbing
nose to tail.
S junket, we fished for these perch Had the sturgeon measur
ed seven
and once again the missus and I inches longer,
it
would
have
been
were eased out of first place by a released.
youngster, in this instance, daughter
(It is unlawful to keep sturgeon
Angela. in the state of Oregon and WashingHere's a
ton that measure over 72 inches
photo of her
long.)
with her
After the sturgeon trip we eased
prize winsouthward 22 miles to Coos Bay,
ner. Sisters
largest lumber port in the world.
Jonean and
The next morning found us out on
Karen look
the bay flats, half sand, half marsh.
on with mixThere we dug for large gaper or
ed emotions.
empire clams. Thanks to a new
Down the
made friend, Sharon Palen of Coos
coast from
Bay, we learned where the gaper
Nehalem
lived and how to extract them from
Bay, 1 2 0
their deep retreat.
miles or so, is the city of Florence.
As we said before, come see us.
Less than six miles from Florence is
Members of the ILWU—in good
Siltcoos, Oregon's largest coastal standi
ng—and the members of their
lake. It boasts 3,000 acres and fea- familie
s, can earn a pair of the iltures 100 miles of shoreline. The lustrat
ed Kr ocad ile fishing lures,
lake has a short ribbon-like outlet said to be
killer dillers for just about
to the sea. Up this deep and emer- every
kind of game fish that'll take
ald-hued creek migrate a variety of excepti
on to an underwater stranger.
sea-run game fish to spawn someAll requirement is that you send a
where in the lake: silver salmon, photo of a
fishing or hunting scene
ILWU Regional Di- steelhead and cutthroat trout.
—and a few words as to what the
It also nurtures a local population photo is all about.
rector
Chester lays out $32,000 in checks before General Secretary Roy William of rainbow trout, large-mouth bass,
Sorenson of
the San Francisco YMCA for the remodeling of the Buchanan Street
YMCA crappie, yellow perch, catfish and
which sits in the heart of St. Francis Square, the moderate cost ILWU-PMA
hous- giant, green sturgeon—wider than
ing project in San Francisco's Western Addition. The money was raised
equally the bow of our skiff.
It was at Siltcoos, on a bass fishing
by ILWU-PMA, Dwarman Developing Company, Joseph Eichler, Inc. and
Send it to:
the foray with
wife, Jean, that I enYMCA. Contributors to the $8,000 which ILWU-PMA were committed
Fred Goetz, Dept. TDKK
to raise countered the "most
stupid bass in
were ILWU-PMA, J. S. Strauss, J. Barth & Co., Pacific National Life Insuran
Box 6684
ce
71/4
the world," a
pound largemouth
Co., Wells Fargo Bank, Bank of America, United California Bank, Crocker
Portland 66, Oregon
Anglo that failed to notice a hidden hook
National Bank, Bank of California and Pacific National Bank. The
Be sure and state your local afmoney was on a rigged salamander. I was using
turned over July I.
filiation. Retired members are also
a free spool casting reel and as I eligible.

Carpenters Act on
Discrimination

O

For the "Y" af St. Francis Square
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ILWU Board
Endorses
Rights March

Locals Pay Homage o he Martyrs

SAN FRANCISCO—The new
International Executive Board of
ILWU, meeting here June 27 and
28, endorsed the projected civil
rights march on Washington next
August 28 and instructed Jeff
Kibre, ILWU Washington representative officially to participate
on behalf of the union.
The Rev. Martin Luther King of
the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference said the march "will be
a dramatic expression that will
arouse the conscience of the nation."
Seven sponsoring organizations
for the March have formed the Ad
Hoc Council for United Civil Rights
Leadership and announced an emergency drive for a $1.5 million joint
fund to provide additional attorneys
to handle the growing number of
court cases arising from mass arrests.
King and Roy Wilkins of the
NAACP said the March on Washington will be interracial and would involve no civil disobedience, invasion
of offices or sit ins.
In other actions the ILWU Board:
•Reaffirmed its position regarding a pardon for the imprisoned
Morton Sobell and instructed the
officers to send an appropriate letter to President Kennedy.
• Contributed to the Pacifica
Foundation, which operates educational radio stations in Los Angeles,
Berkeley and New York to help in
its work of reporting the civil rights
situation in the South.
• Contributed to Pamphlets by
William Worthy, Negro newspaperman who is being prosecuted for
visiting and reporting on China and
Cuba without consent of the State
Department.

(Continued from Page 1)
ocean. It goes on, becoming a part
of other waves...."
Today, in the "wave rolling in, we
have the demand for full civil and
economic rights for Negroes," he
said.
Should our union ever forget the
struggles from which it emerged,and
separate itself from the demands of
other workers, we would "become a
special interest group," Goldblatt
said. "That must not happen. We
must go with, and become part of
the wave of today for civil rights.
"There will be other waves striking the beach, and we must be part
of them, also. The wave of the future
might be the struggle to deal with
seasonal unemployment and automation."
In conclusion, he praised the
Portland local for the memorial issue of its bulletin, The Hook, linking
July 4 and 5 as independence days
for the country, and for labor.
He expressed confidence that
ILWU would "become part of the
Among the hundreds who gathered at Miswave rolling in for civil rights," and
sion and Steuart streets in San Francisco
predicted that Local 8, "with its
great traditions, would do its share for commemoration of Bloody Thursday were many oldtimers who remembered
in this, also," and that 1963 would the struggle of 1934 because they were in the thick of it, some of them even
"see the registration of Negroes as on the spot to see Howard Sperry and Nick Bordoise fall before a hail of police
longshoremen in Portland."
bullets.

July 5 Honor Guard

:R.(Bob) obertsonOr—j*:—.'

Former Local
10 President
Passes Away TI
Joseph Olaf Johnson, 77, past
president and charter member of
ILWU Local 10, died June 20 of
hepatitis. Johnson, who was vice
president of Local 10 and one of the
tear-gas victims on "Bloody Thursday," dedicated almost his entire
adult life to the advancement of the
labor movement.
"Deepwater" Johnson, as he was
known to his friends along the waterfront, was well remembered for
his stirring graveside eulogy for
Howard Sperry, one of the two unionists slain on "Bloody Thursday."
He was born in Oakland the sonof
a Norwegian sea captain.
He was president of Local 10 in
1941-42 and received a Presidential
citation during World War II for his
work in loading and unloading high
explosives.
"Deepwater," after retiring on
July 1, 1952 along with 1,150 other
longshoremen pensioned under the
historic agreement then reached,
spent his final years camping in the
mountains or working in the garden
he loved.
Survivors include his widow, Ethel
Frances; a daughter, Frances Louise,
and a brother, Frank, all of Oakland.

Columbia River Pension
Group Will Picnic August 1
PORTLAND—The biggest event of
the year for old timers in this area,
the *annual picnic sponsored by the
Columbia River Pensioners' Memorial Association, will be held August
1 in Portland's Peninsula Park.
Pensioners from all locals are invited to attend. Festivities are slated
to start at 10 a.m.

•
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First Consideration Is Security of The Worker

HERE'S AN OLD saying about the
proof of the pudding being in the
eating. My reason for mentioning
this is to pose a basic trade union
question—and try to find some answers.
This is it: is it possible for the
labor movement to work together
toward a common goal, in the interest of all rather than to indulge
in the bickering and in-fighting that
seems to prevail in so much of the
labor movement—particularly in the
AFL-CIO?
Well, let's look at the record, examine things as they really exist and
see what the ILWU's been able to do.
It's common knowledge that for a
great many years the ILWU had its
battle with the Teamsters. But some
five years ago a little sanity crept
in, and the two groups got together.
We began devising ways and means
of helping each other—seeing in our
mutual interest our self-interest as
well.
Now does this mean that all the
differences of the past were suddenly wiped out? Hell, no! Life
doesn't work that way, and we're
all human beings. But it does mean
that we are sensible enough as human beings and trade unionists to
sit across the table and reason out
a proper answer to a problem rather
than going at each other hooks and
tongs as we did for so long in the
past.
In other words we came of age,
and we're mightly glad we did, because both our unions have a lot to
show for it in the form of better
living standards, job security, fringe
benefits for the individual members
and stronger unions to give these
individual members a collective voice
in the community.
Now the pork chop benefits that

,

accrued from this is certainly in evidence in Northern California among
the 25-30,000 warehousemen who
have gained through joint negotiations with the two unions working
hand in hand in collective bargaining with employers.
*
IT'S ALSO IN evidence on the West
Coast waterfront where the ILWU
and the Teamsters have been able to
work out many perplexing problems
to our mutual satisfaction. The result is that, despite many unresolved
problems, we are working with each
other rather than fighting—which
benefits no one.
More recently, the ILWU in Canada, faced with serious problems of
winning some basic security for its
members, explored the possibility of
working with other unions in the
area. As a result, friendly relations
have been extended to such groups
as the International Union of Pulp,
Sulphite and Paper Workers, and
there is continuing friendly relations
between the Teamsters in BC and
the ILWU, as well as many other
unions—whether or not related to
waterfront work.
This has resulted in joint actions
by labor movement in British Columbia in helping local unions resolve many pressing, immediate
problems. The ILWU participated in
these actions. Good results were obtained, a friendly feeling within the
labor movement emerged, and we're
all better off for it in Canada.
Now following through with this
general line of thinking, the ILWU
and Teamster representatives met
with leaders of the International
Woodworkers of America recently in
Portland, to explore ways and means
of working jointly to resolve problem of mutual interest.

Here again we discovered that
once such problems are tackled honestly and realistically, with all concerned realizing that it is a giveand-take process—give a little, take
a little—and that it does lead to resolving basic issues that once stood
as a road block to labor unity.
THESE ARE concrete examples of
I how a beginning at least can be
made to create relationships in the
labor movement to encourage members to pull closer together on problems of common interest.
More important, perhaps, such
public demonstrations of unity will
lend encouragement to countless
thousands of unorganized workers
who would like to join with and become a part of the labor movement,
but who have long been suspicious
of the kind of jurisdictional infighting that exists in so many
places, and that is always so highly
publicized.
Let's repeat here—so as to keep
the picture completely above board
—that everything isn't peaches and
cream even in the more progressive
sections of the labor movement.
Inaugurating and pushing a program of this kind is not easy. But
the important thing to remember is
that if just plain old common horse
sense will prevail—and if foremost in
every union leader's mind is the
workers' interests—then there's not
a single problem that can't be mutually resolved. The key to all this
is that all parties consider first the
security of the worker involved.
Isn't that what all unions say
they're most interested in doing?
Well, this is one way of really
doing it!

