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LONGSHOREMEN DEMAND
AUTOMATION 'BENEFITS
SEATTLE—The ILWU has
emerged from its 13th biennial
convention April 6-10 with a new
plan designed' to assure West
Coast longshoremen that they
will receive some of the benefits
of mechanization.

This was part of the scene as ILWU President Harry Bridges delivered his report on Europe on the second day of
the ILWU 13th Biennial Convention in Seat]Ie.

Four Top ILWU Officers
Nominated—No Opposition

Oregon Senate
Asks China Trade

SALEM, Ore.—The memorial urgSEATTLE — The 13th biennial conFrom Southern California (two to be
vention of ILWU nominated the union's elected): John Royal, Local 33, San Peing President Eisenhower to lift the
four titled officers for re-election with- dro; William Piercy, Local 63, WilmingChina trade embargo passed the
out opposition.
ton; Paul Perlin, Local 26, Los Angeles,
State Senate this week,
The officers, President Harry Brid- .and William S. Lawrence, Local 13, WilThe document which, had the supges, Secretary-Treasurer •Louis Gold- mington.
port
of solons from the lumber belt
blatt, First Vice President J. R. RobertFrom Hawaii (three to be elected):
and Columbia river and coastal port
son and.Second Vice President Germain Yoshinobu Shinsato, Kameo Ichimura,
counties, asked that trade bp perBulcke, will go on a referendum ballot Tai Sung Yang and Joe (Blurr) Kealamitted in non-strategic items and
for approval along with nominees for lio, all of Local 142, Hawaii.
the unions' international executive
pointed out that Mainland China was
Members of the balloting committee
board. .
formerly "the principal market-place
are Martin Callaghan of Local 10;Frank
Contests in all but one area developed Jaworski of Local 54,
of American commerce in the Far
Charles (Slim)
for places on the International Execu- Murray of
East."
Local 6, Jerry Donovan of
tive Board. Nominated 'were:
Local 34 and George Lucero of Local
The Senate action was actively
From Canada (one to be elected): L. 11.
pushed
by all Oregon locals of ILWU,
Mackie, Local 503, Port Alberni, B. C.
Locals are required to complete balwhich more than any feel the pinch
and Robert Rae, Local 508, Chemainus,
loting by May 30 and notify the interof the lack of oriental trade.
B. C.
From Alaska and the Puget Sound national union of the results by June 9.
(two to be elected): Frank Jenkins and
John Maletta, both Local 19, Seattle,
Frank M. Andrews, Local 47, Olympia,
and George Wallace, Local 7, Bellingham.
From Oregon and the Columbia River
area (one to be elected): Charles Ross,
SEATTLE — Greetings to the 13th ators from Alaska, both greeted the
Local 8, Portland (unopposed).
trom Northern California (three to Biennial ILWU Convention poured in convention.
.Bartlett thanked ILWU members
be elected): Philip Badalamenti, Local from members of the US Congress,
54, Stockton; Charles Duarte, Local 6, . from leaders of labor in Europe 'and "for the support given to the fight for
San Francisco; Michael Johnson, Local Latin America, from trade unionists Alaska statehood."
GRUENING'S MESSAGE
34, San Francisco; Henry Schmidt, Lo- in the US.
Gruening welcomed discussion of
cal 10, San Francisco, and Frank
Senators Earnest Gruening, and E. L.
Thompson, Local 17, Sacramento.
Bartlett, the two new Democratic Sen- Alaska's problems at the convention,
stating:
"Through such serious and unselfish
studies, we will be able to make progress toward the better life, which is
available to all when problems of ecoA traveller returning from China finds himself in Marco Polo's
nomics and government find solutions
predicament. The bare recital of•facts rouses the incredibility of
which are.equitable.
"The ILWU.is an impiwtant force in
his listeners, especially if they are Americans who, have been
Alaska. Through your .1500 resident
starved of authentic news for nearly a decade.
in my state and the several
members
WO
Tura to
page for, *ante of author. '

Members of Congress, World
Labor,Greet ILWU Convention

•

Who Said If?

(Continued on rage 7) •

The Coast Longshore, Shipclerks
and Walking Boss Caucus, meeting
April 10-15 right after the convention,
adopted a precedent-breaking proposal
for an employer-financed fund out of
which long.sboremen w.oultl share the
benefits accrtiln from mechanization
and improved methods of cargo-handling.
The caucus action made it clear that
the longshoremen are going to seek the
job security and increased wages made
possible by mechanization and are prepared to fight to prevent the kind of
situation which has developed in other
industries where new techniques have
led to large-scale unemployment.
Adoption of the plan climaxed and
prolonged discussion at the caucus
which followed the best attended and
most unified convention in ILWU history.
From its outset the Seattle convention focused much of its attention on
• the problems arising from automation
and mechanization.
LEADERSHIP URGED
,The first statement of policy adopted
by the convention saw mechanization
as a cause of labor's "chief economic
problem" of unemployment but also as
an opportunity "for the working people
to live a better and richer life."
Earlier, the officers' report to the
convention called on the longshoremen
to take the lead in meeting the prob.
(ems of unemployment and the dis..
placement of men by machines.
The longshoremen met the challenge.
by approving the mechanization plan which provides for an hour's straight
time pay to be placed into a fund for.
the registered men for every hour of
production that is saved by any and,
all improvement factors as measured
against past performance.
.
BUSINESSLIKE TONE SET
The convention was predominantly
businesslike. It adopted 37 policy state- ments and took numerous other actions
including the nomination of officers
and executive board members.
All of the 230 delegates from 64 lecals were members of convention committees. The resolutions committee
alone had more than 100 delegates and.,
constituted almost a convention within
a convention, serving to thrash out differences of opinion and arrive at coin.'
mon decisions.
• Speeches by invited guests were refs4 tively few and brief. But they also ha4;,
(Continued *a Page 15),
•
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On National Goals

What US Agency
Financed These Murderous
Screwballs in West Berlin?
(From I. F. Stone's Weekly)

I WANT to call a sensational story to the attention of those
in Washington, like Senator Mansfield, who have long
sought to establish some form of Congressional supervision
over the Central Intelligence Agency.
It indicates that there is a kind of underground of twisted
minds within our government, and it is also a glimpse of their
peculiar activities in Berlin. Mayor Willy Brandt—at the
luncheon given him here in Washington by the Socialist party
during his recent visit—touched.on the need to curb such provocative agencies if West Berlin were to be safeguarded.
The first I heard of the story was when I picked up a copy
of the March 29 issue of the respected London Sunday Times in
West Berlin. I checked it with an official in Mayor Brandt's
office. When I got back I inquired among other newspapermen
whether the story was known, but it seemed news to all of
them. So I give the gist of it here.

Like A Hollywood Scenario
THE LONDON Sunday Times reported that a luxury villa in
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THE SUNDAY magazine supplement, This

Week, polled 'the editors of the 40 newspapers using it and published the results on
April 19 under the title "How You Can Help the
President," and the subtitle,"The Nation's Goals
as 40 Top Editors See Them."
The editors made their selections from a number of proposed goals suggested to them, and
came up with these fifteen in order:
Control. inflation, provide stronger national
defense, take lead in space exploration, improve
international relations, improve inter-faith and
inter-racial relations, increase medical research,
solve the water-shortage problem, reduce taxes,
renovate our cities, provide college education
for all gifted students, solve our transportation
problems, stabilize population (birth control),
reduce crime and labor racketeering, conserve
our natural resources and raise human standards (moral, religious, intellectual, physical.)
The readers can presumably help the President by filling out a coupon choosing three of
these goals as the most important and completing the statement(A)"The thing which bothers
/I
me most about American life today is:
and (B) "The change which, in my opinion,
would do most for a better America is:

DREW

0

ing costs of medical services, and not at all the
cost of catastrophic illness.
T LOOKS much like the goals submitted to
I the editors must have been carefully screened
by a board consisting of representatives of
Madison Avenue, the National Association of
Manufacturers and the American Medical Association—and maybe J. Edgar Hoover, too, for
there appears among the goals no word about
achieving and protecting basic human rights,
not even as spelled out by our forefathers in the
Declaration of Independence.
One editor is quoted as saying that his No. 1
goal was not included in those submitted by This
Week. Most important, he said, was "to inculcate moral responsibility," presumably his own
brand. All of it reminds us of the mayor of a
midwestern city some years ago who campaigned on the original slogan: "It shall always
be my purpose in public office to keep our
womanhood as pure as the DRIven snow!"
Funny part was that under his stewardship the
town was wide open and there was a lot of
womanhood somewhat less pure than the
mayor's campaign standard.
We can't fill out This Week's coupon becauge
our own three most important goals are not included, but if we completed statements A and
B, mentioned above, it would be like this:
A. The thing that bothers me most about
American life today is: Unemployment in the
midst of productive abundance.
B. The change which, in my opinion, would do
most for a better America is: Peace on a basis
of live and let live and mutual trade and help.

IN OUR OPINION, while all of the proposed
goals are more or less loaded with piety, they
indicate how far from the interests of the people
are the editors of the advertising-laden commercial press. Permanent world peace, for instance,
and full employment are not to be found among
the editors' goals.
,
Instead of peace as an aim, we get a continued
and increased arms race as a national aspiration. Instead of full employment, we get a desire
for a raise in moral, religious, intellectual and
Isterpotlisil IsaisAsramsa's mad Warekersemin's mice
physical standards. What about our economic
MORRIS WATSON, EDITOR
standards? And how far can we go toward even the other lofty standards sought by the editors, Published every two weeks by the International Long- •
Union at ISO Golden
with a growing number of ill-fed, ill-housed and shoremen's & Warehousemen's
Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif. Second-Class Postamong
us?
people
ill-clothed
age Paid at San Francisco, Calif. Subscriptions $1.50
The editors would increase medical research. per year.
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif.
What would they do about getting the benefits
Phone PRospect 5-0533 or PRospect 5-2220
of such research to the people? They don't men- HARRY BRIDGES.
LOUIS GOLDBLATT.
President
, Secretary-Treasurer
tion it and apparently they don't see as a proper
GERMAIN BULCKE,
J. B. ROBERTSON.
or desirable goal any plan that would give
First Vice President
Second Vice President
MORRIS WATSON.
FAIRLEY.
medical attention and care to the millions who LINCOLN
Information Director
Research Director
each day can less and less afford the skyrocket(Deadline for next issue: May 4)
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West Berlin had just been stripped of its belongings as the
result of a decision to close down a group known as "Battlegroup Against Inhumanity." It said "the fantastic goings-on
in the red villa...included the manufacture of incendiary and
high explosive materials, the use of Oriental poisons against its
political enemies, the use of children for sabotage operations in
East Germany and the employment of an army of spies and
informers.
The Sunday Times correspondent went on to report that their
task "included the setting-up of secret 'black-lists' of officials"
in West as well as in East Berlin.
"The shutdown is taken as a sign," the Sunday Times went
on to report, "that the West is showing its readiness to meet
Mr. Khrushchev's complaint about the existence in West Berlin'
of 'sabotage' organizations before the start of four-Power talks
on the city's future. Western intelligence officials in Berlin
have found the Russians willing to accept the existence of
straight spying and counter-spying, provided that it is done by
professionals."
Public resentment in West Berlin against "Battlegroup"

severe sentences meted out to its ill-trained teenage saboteurs by

activities rose, according to the Sunday Times, "following

the People's Police." The Sunday Times said "American backing for the organization was withdrawn when it was clear that
its activities were not only imprudent and exceeding the original purpose of aiding refugees but also well known to the Communists." Later, according to the Sunday Times, "financial
support from the Bonn Ministry of All German Affairs was also
withdrawn."
The only part of this story which was denied was that the
Bonn Ministry of All German Affairs has subsidized this group.
But the official with whom I spoke confirmed the rest of the
story, saying that efforts had been made long ago to stop its
activities. He said the group began as a conventional anti-Communist organization but rapidly degenerated under the pressure
of providing "results" for its,paymasters. "Even the U.S. Embassy didn't know where it got its funds," the official said,"but
efforts to stop it were blocked because it had protection from
unknown sources in Washington."

A McCarthy Style Campaign
I ASKED specifically about the reference

to "black-lists" of
West Berlin officials and was told that the "Battlegroup" ran
a kind of McCarthyite undercover campaign, naming certain
West Berlin city employes as Communists. He gave me specific
examples off the record which he said had been thoroughly
disproven. The whole affair seems to have been a perpetual
headache and an internal scandal for the West Berlin government.
The West Berlin affair recalls a sensational investigation
by the Bundestag. In the autumn of 1952 it was learned that a
secret German youth organization had been org9iized under
U.S. auspices. The German police found that this group had
been furnished a list of "unreliables" who were to be liquidated
in the event of a Russian invasion and that the list included
80 prominent Social Democrats, including the Mayors of Hamburg
on
enh
aa
nu
de.
Bremen and the leader of the German Socialists, Herr
A full account of this affair may be found in the British
newspaperman Alistair Home's book on postwar GermanY,
Return to Power (published here by Praeger). "The American
body responsible," Mr. Horne wrote,"was apparently the cloakand-dagger Central Intelligence Agency, of the activities of
which the High Commissioner appeared to be genuinely ignorant
Dr. Adenauer solemnly relayed to the outraged Bundestag a pledge of the U.S. Government not to form any more
partisan groups."
Apparently, despite that pledge, some secret U.S. GOVer71ment organization financed and protected a similar gang of
murderous screwballs in Berlin.
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Longshore Caucus Drafts Demands
For Negotiations with Employers

Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblaff
as he addressed the ILWU Convention.

Action Seen
On Congress
Jobs Probe
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Congress is
expecting to complete action quickly
on a resolution to establish a special
tripartite commission to assemble facts
on unemployment.
The resolution, calling for a report
and -recommendations at the end of 60
days, was approved unanimously by the
Senate forty-eight hours after it was
introduced by Majority Leader Lyndon
Johnson.
Introduction of the resolution fulfilled a pledge made by Johnson to the
AFL - CIO Unemployment Conference
that immediate steps would be taken
to dig into the f.'stark but true" facts.
Taking note of criticism that the new
fact-finding body might be an excuse
for stalling legislative action on unemployment, Johnson said his resolution
was deigned as "an effort to bring the
facts to public attention and to find out
what further steps we can take."
As the House prepared to take up the
measure, Republicans showed some
signs of balking. Several ranking members claimed the Johnson resolution
was a move to encourage support for
"spending programs."
There were indications the GOP leadership would try to stretch out the time
limit for a report to Congress from 60
to 90 days.
The Johnson resolution calls for an
eleven - member commission composed
of labor, management and farm representatives. Three would be appointed by
Vice-President Nixon as President of
the Senate; three by House Speaker
Sam Rayburn; and five by President
Eisenhower.

SEATTLE—A program to win for
West Coast longshoremen a just share
of the fruits of mechanization was
adopted by the ILWU Coast Longshore,
Shipsclerks and Walking Boss. Caucus
which met here May 10-15 following the
13th biennial convention of the. union.
Highlights of the demands drafted by
the caucus, which will be presented to
employers in negotiations for a new.
Coast Longshore Agreement to replace
the present contract which expires June
15, include:
• A funded plan which would help provide the currently registered men with
a share in the benefits of mechanization
and other improved methods of cargo
handling.
• A wage increase of 20 cents per
straight time hour for workers on a 6hour.basis and 22 cents for workers,on
an 8-hour basis.
• Amendment of the Coast Longshore
Agreement "to include appropriate language which guarantees that vessel
owners are in effect signatory to our
contract in behalf of each and every
vessel which Works in any one or more
of our Pacific Coast ports, with the
clear expression that we perform all
of the work coming under our jurisdiction in each and every port without
exception."
• A 2-cent per manhour increase in
.employer contributions, to the joint welfare plan fund. The present contribution is 11 cents.
•Five paid holidays annually.
The funded plan will be subject to
negotiations soon to begin for a new
Coast Longshore Agreement to. replace
the present contract expiring June 15,
this year.
After approving this program, the
caucus recessed to reconvene on call in
San Francisco following negotiation of
a new longshore contract.
NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE
PICKED
The caucus selected a - 16-man coast
negotiating committee, and empowered
it to call for a strike vote or adopt a
no-contract, no-work program or take
such steps necessary to pursue the
caucus instructions.
The new plan to share in mechanization benefits was outlined by the Coast
Labor Relations Committee consisting
of President Harry Bridges, Howard J.
Bodine of Portland and L. B. Thomas
of Wilmington.
The committee told the caucus that
in informal meetings the employers—
the Pacific Maritime Association—have
been told that the union would expect
an hour's straight time pay to be placed
into a fund for the registered men for
every hour of production that is saved
by any and all improvement factors, as
measured against past performance.
The committee reported that the informal discussions with the employers
has already brought agreement that a
measure of production must be established for a recent period to be used as
a -"norm" against which the industry
can measure changes and improvements.

Howard J. Bodine of Portland and
L. B. Thomas of Wilmington were
unanimously nominated to succeed
themselves as members of the Coast
Labor Relations Committee by the
Coast Long shore, Shipsclerks and
Walking Boss Caucus. They will go on
the referendum ballot without opposition.
"Our investigations," said the committee report, "show that other unions,
while attempting to meet the *pact of
mechanization or automation in differing ways, invariably wind up with a
decimated union membership and thus
a weakened union structure. Usually
the manpower which remains receives
an improved wage factor but the. improvements invariably total tonsiderably less than what might have resulted
if the total original work force had
received adequate considei-ation and
protection."
"The ILWU-PMA informal discussions have demonstrated that the parties are agreed in principle that the
present work force will be maintained,
and that the benefits of mechanization
will, be apportioned to She employers
and- the present work force. Such an
agreement hi principle is an important
step ahead for the membership. It has
been further recognized that the. operation and handling of any new machines comes under the jurisdiction of
our union, and if -necessary, employerpaid, on-the-job training programs will
be instituted to train the men.for these
new jobs.
"The Coast Committee has to conclude that pushing up- the wage rates
alone will not meet our needs. What is
required is an approach which is flexible and precise enough to dig out a
proper workers' share of the benefits."
The welfare demand will be for 1
cent at the beginning of the contract
year (June 16) and 1 cent at any point
that the balance of the fund drops below -$800,000.
MEDICAL COSTS RISING
The CLRC report recommended that
welfare contracts be opened each year
"as it is becoming more difficult to

predict beyond a year what our costs
or income will be."
"Our philosophy for the past several
years," said the report, "has been to
use the best existing resources in our
communities and to develop those resources which would produce the best
possible program ...
"We consider the health needs of the
entire community, which We must consider, just as the total health needs of
our membership must be the concern'
of the community."
The report also noted that medical
costs continue to rise and that "regardless of their motivation, there is now
an 'agonizing reappraisal' going on in
the medical societies."
The negotiating committee selected
consists of President Harry Bridges,
First Vice President J. R. Robertson,
Second Vice President Germain Buleke,
Secretary - Treasurer Louis Goldblatt,
Coast Labor Relations Committee Members Howard J. Bodine and L. B. Thomas, and Frank M. Andrews of Olympia,
William S. Lawrence of Wilmington,
Don Brown of Coos Bay, John Maletta
of Seattle, Henry Schmidt of San Francisco, Charles Ross of Portland, William
Pierey of Wilmington and Michael
Johnson of Oakland. The latter two represent clerks' locals. Two additional
clerks will be on the committee.
BRIDGES SUBPOENA FLAYED
A -resolution denouncing the subpoenaing of Bridges by the House unAmerican Committee for April 21 called
for simultaneous stopwork meetings
and down the coast if the committee
keeps Bridges tied up unnecessarily.
Bodine and Thomas were unanimously nominated to succeed themselves as members of the Coast Labor
Relations Committee, without opposition. Their election will be by referendum ballot.
The caucus voted to seat two delegates in future caucuses from the 49th
state, Alaska..
The meeting was recessed in memory
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the men who died ih the 1934 longshore
strike.

ILWU Names6
Reps to Tokyo
Dock Parley

SEATTLE—The 13th Biennial ILWU
Convention selected a 6-man delegation to attend an All Pacific and Asian
Dockworkers' Trade Union conference
which will be held in Tokyo, Japan, May
11;12 and 13th, or longer if necessary.
The delegation will be headed by
Bridges and Goldblatt, and consist of
four others selected by area conferences, Jack Price to represent WashingLocal 13 Gets New Members
ton, the Columbia River area and
WILMINGTON — Processing of 96
Alaska; Craig Pritchett to represent
new ID's by Local 13 has been comCanada, William E. Chester to reprepleted, and 29 more are under way, to
sent California, and Jack W. Hall to
make a total of 125 new members in
represent
Hawaii.
the local.
The convention also approved a resolution establishing a special fund to finance rank and file delegations to foreign countries. The action, which will
go on the referendum ballot for ap-'
•,proval, calls for a $1 assessment, half
to be paid this year and half next year.
Any titled officers or executive board
members on such delegations would be
financed out of the union's general
fund.
The All Pacific and Asian Dockworkers' Trade Union Conference which
the union will attend as one of the
sponsoring unions, -is also sponsored by
the Waterside Workers' Federation of
Australia, responsible for inviting unions of Australia and New Zealand; the
Waterside Workers' and Seafarers' Union of Indonesia, responsible for Indonesia, Malaya and the Thillipines ; the
Madras Harbor Workers' Union, responsible for India, Pakistan, Ceylon,
Thailand and Burma; and the All Japan Dock Workers' Union responsible
Along with two national officers, President Harry Bridges and Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt, the- ILWU mem- for Japan, the USSR
and China. ILWU
bers pictured above will attend the Pacific and Asian Dock Conference to be held in Tokyo May 11, 12 and 13. Left is responsible for
inviting the USA,
to right, they are Jack W. Hall, regional director for Hawaii; Craig Pritchett, Local 507; Jack Price, president of Central and South
America, Hawaii and
Local 19; and William H. Chester, regional director for Norlhern California.
Canada.
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Here are the Nomineesfor theILWU Executive Board
CANADA— (One to be elected)
Nominees are L. Mackie, Local 503,
Port Alberni, B. C., and Robert Rae,
Local 508, Chemainus, B. C. Unfortunately their portraits were not
obtained at the convention and
were not available at The Dispatcher press time. If obtained,
they will be printed in a subsequent
issue prior to the election.

ALASKA AND PUGET SOUND—(I-we to be elected) Nominees are, left to right, Frank Jenkins, Local 19; Frank M.
Andrews, Local 47; John Maletta, Local 19; and George Wallace, Local 7.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA—(Three to be elected) Nominees are, left to right, Henry Schmidt, Local 10; Michael
Johnson, Local 34; Frank Thompson, Local 17; Charles (Chili) Duarte, Local 6; and Philip Badalamenti, Local 54.

THE RIVER—(One to be elected)
Charles Ross, presently representing
Oregon and the Columbia River area,
is the only board nominee without opposition.

Dis atcher,
Educati ICI, Get
ConventionO
SEATTLE—The ILWU 13th Biennial
convention here approved several recommendations designed to make The
Dispatcher "an even more effective medium of union communication."
The committee's report was based in
a part on a survey of Dispatcher readership by the ILWU Research Department. The survey showed, commented
the committee, that "The Dispatcher is
widely and thoroughly read by ILWU
. members and their families, that on the
whole it is liked and relied upon to further the members' understanding of
current events, particularly in the labor
- field."
The committee placed prime emphasis
on gathering of news from the locals.
- Noting complaints that The Dispatcher
• often has difficulty getting news from
• the locals and, on the other hand, that
some news does not get printed, the
committee urged "that all concerned
should work to improve the assembly
of noteworthy local reports."
It stressed that every local should
assign responsibility to collect and
transmit news to The Dispatcher.It also
suggested the possibility of part-time
, correspondents in some areas.
Turning to the related field of education, the convention approved a committee recommendation that area conferences be held in each ILWU area to
develop an expanded education program
in the locals in that area.
Out of these conferences would also
come proposals for further activities to
strengthen the union's educational
work.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA—(Two to be elected) Nominees are, left to right, William S. Lawrence, Local 13; William
Piercy, Local 63; Paul Perlin, Local 26; and John Royal, Local 33.

,
Nominees
are
left to right, Yoshinobu Shinsato, Joe (Blurr) Kealalio, Tai Sun Yang
elected)
HAWAII—(Three to be
and Kameo lchimura, all of Local 142.

From a Local 13 Member's Heart Comes a Preamble for United Nations Charter
WILMINGTON — Local 13 members
have many interests and hobbies. Victor Bobikevich has one of the most
unusual—the United Nations.
Bobikevich, 45, born in Russia and
naturalized in 1951, has been convinced
for years that the UN is the best hope
of the US and of the world.
In 1952 he wrote an eloquent sug-

gested preamble for the United Nations
Charter. "The words just poured from
my heart," he says.
He saved money and had the preamble engraved on a handsome plaque.
Bobikevich recently sent a copy of his
preamble to Dr. Charles Malik,. president of the UN General Assembly, for
the assembly's information and ap-

proval. In his letter to Malik he expressed the hope that the preamble
"will draw all nations together for a
closer relationship and understanding.
"Since I was born in Russia and now
am an American citizen, and with so
much trouble and misunderstandings
going on in the world, I always had the
desire to bring all mankind closer to-

gether."
One passage from Bobikevich's preamble read:
"We must protect each other's interests at all times, and help our fellow
man everywhere, as we progress in
United Nations meetings from year to
year . . . This world has justice, love
and liberty to gain."

-

„
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Auxiliaries Spur. Organizing
SEATTLE, Wash. The Federated
Auxiliaries concluded its ninth biennial
convention April 9, after voting to send
Valerie Taylor, reelected to her fifth
term as president, to Hawaii to spur
Auxiliary organization.
The action was taken as part of the
organizational program adopted and
after Constantine Sampson, Vice President of Local 142, and two other
speakers had discussed the auxiliary
situation in the Islands.
The conclave, which included delegates from 22 auxiliaries in the three
coast states and British Columbia, as
well as visitors from Kalaheo, Kauai,
and Hilo, Hawaii, heard keynote speaker; J. R. Robertson, the union's first
vice president, declare:
"I'm amazed at the progress you've
made since the last convention. As one
organizer to another, I'm proud of
you!"
BIGGEST IN THE US
•
The ILWU, it was brought out by
Rose Arian, San Pedro, has the largest
union-affiliated auxiliary in the United
States.
During the three-day sessions the
ILWU wives:
• Adopted for distribution a brochure
on the mechanics of forming auxiliaries, presented by the Stockton delegation.
•Pledged to work for nursing home
facilities within the framework of the
union's health and welfare plan and
for summer camps for ILWU kids.
• Urged repeal of the Walter-McCarran
law which, they said, is "shadowing
American homes with foreign born
members with sorrow and separation."
• Called for cessation of nuclear bomb
tests.
THEY ACTED ON THE BOMB ISSUE
Goldie Krantz, ILWU-PMA Welfare
Fund secretary, in a talk on health
problems, charged:
"These tests are endangering the
milk our children drink."
The women also voted all-out support to their husbands in the union's
program on automation and the shorter
work week—a theme emphasized in the
report of Alice Van Brunt, Longview,'
who was reelected first vice president;
called for repeal of Taft-Hartley and
urged executive clemency for the
Northwest's first victim of the slave
law, A. A. Fisher.
MRS. FISHER SPEAKS
Fisher's wife, Myrna, appeared before the convention. "Without your
help we could' never have carried on
the defense as long as we did," she said
with emotion.
The ILWU wives condemned the UnAmerican Activities Committee for
subpoenaing President Harry Bridges.
Also hammered out was a program of
aid to the embattled NAACP, based
on resolutions and on the impassioned
pipit in the report of Federation secretary, Norma Wyatt, for school integration and extension of the 15th Amendment to Alabama and other southern
states.
The delegates, in special action from
the floor, urged support for a Senate
bill at Salem extending protection of
Oregon's civil rights law to housing;
and called on California's Governor
Brown to sign the "FEPC bill with
teeth."
Convention speakers included Hugh
Bradshaw, secretary of the Puget
Sound District Council; anti Hazel
Mori, Seattle area welfare director, who
showed her collection of Asian jewelry,
prints and saris and said she had
learned, on a trip to Indonesia last

The convention of ILWU Federated Auxiliaries, meeting simultaneously with ILWU convention, heard reports of excellent progress in the past two years, made plans to continue building auxiliary strength.
October, that a sense of the other person's dignity and worth is "the best
passport."
Mrs. Andrew Olsen, Portland, president of the auxiliary there from 1934
through 1938, brought a message from
.the oldtimers.
OFFICERS ELECTED
'Officers elected for the next two
years, in addition to Mrs. Taylor, Mrs.
Van Brunt and Mrs. Wyatt, were
Gladys Hoover, Hoquiam, 'treasurer;
and Juanita Perrin, Tacoma, reporter.
The Tacoma auxiliary won the coveted
Federation Award for conducting the
most successful membership drive.
Jeanette Whitney, Stockton, and
Ruth Harris, Los Angeles, were named
vice chairmen for California; Vernice
Munger, Rainier, and Gladys Wallace,
Bellingham, to similar positions in Oregon and Washington.
Alice Blixt, reelected Canadian vice
chairman, alerted the stateside women
to the dangers of the province's recently passed "Trade Union Act," which
she described as a "Canadian TaftHartley."
Nettie Craycraft, chairman of the
Seattle auxiliary, opened the convention. Mrs. Wallace, president of the
Puget Sound District Council, was
toastmistress at the luncheon given by
the eight Washington axuiliaries to
more than 100 delegates and guests.
Cleo Simpson, North Bend, served as
sergeant at arms; and Wenonah Drasnin, Oakland, and Elsie Lemmert, Seattle, as press committee chairmen.

•

J. R. (Bob) Robertson keynoted the
convention of the ILWU Federated
Auxiliaries.

Sugar Workers Wives Helped
Win Strike Auxiliary Told
SEATTLE — The moving and dramatic story of the role the sugar workers' wives played in winning the 126day sugar strike was brought to the
Auxiliary convention here.
The story was told by Constantine
Sampson, vice president of Local 142;
Ben Mamahoe, business agent of the

Auxiliaries Wire
Al Fisher in Jail
SEATTLE, Wash. — Auxiliary
delegates wired Taft Hartley victim,
A. A. Fisher, now on McNeil Island,
Prison Mail Box 27346, Steilacoom,
Wash.:
"You are not forgotten in your
'foxhole.' We wired President Eisenhower, urging commutation of sentence and shall keep up our bombardment for the repeal of Taft
Hartley."

Auxiliary
Report Tells
Of Growth

Hawaiian visitors to the convention
of Federated Auxiliaries were Mrs.
Pearl Comara of Kaleheo, Kauai; Mrs.
Dorthy Martin of Hilo, and Mrs. Edna
Mamahone of Hilo.

longshore division of Hawaii; and Jules
Moniz, whose 50-minute film documentary—shown to both auxiliary and union delegates—was a highlight of the
convention.
Since 14,000 workers and 50,000 family members on 26 plantations were involved in the tie-up, the task of managing the soup kitchens-7basic to the
strike victory—was a Herculean one,
'Sampson said.
- It was a task, he admitted, that was
"not always appreciated by all of us"
at the time. Delighted chuckles greeted
his' report that "one of our locals had
to pass a motion to make the men stay
home and baby-sit" so their wives could
feed the strike-army.
After the strike victory, the Hawaiian auxiliaries (except for one organized in 1949) largely stopped functioning, either through lack of a "peace"
program or lack of contact with their
Mainland sisters, the speakers said.
This statement, coupled with the suggestion that the Federation send a representative to the Islands, prompted
convention action to Send President
Valerie Taylor to the 50th State.

SEATTLE, Wash. — "Our 1957-1959
goal was for five new auxiliaries; we
built eight," Valerie Taylor, president
of the Federated Auxiliaries, told the
International convention.
The announcement dramatized the
phenomenal growth of the ILWU auxiliary movement in recent years.
Mrs. Taylor, in a more detailed report to the three-day Auxiliary session,
contrasted the seven auxiliaries represented at the Federation's first convention in Long Beach in 1941 with the 22,
out 28, affiliates which had delegates
h
Other aspects of her report to the
ILWU wives touched on "our need as
peace loving women" to establish "some
sort of talking relationship" with
women in other lands."The wish closest
to our hearts as wives and mothers is
that our children shall grow up without
fear of the atom bomb into a free and
happy life."
She quoted Oregon's Congresswoman'
Edith Green, whom the women's vote
did much to reelect, as saying,"Tialk of
winning a hydrogen war is criminally
irresponsible."
The Auxilaries' president also touched
on the crisis in education, labeling the
school shortage a "national disgrace,"
and urging support sfor federal aid to
education and for the Murray-Thompson bills, S. 3 and HR 965 which would
provide $4.7 billions annually for school
construction and teachers' salaries.
LUNG CANCER RISING
The increase in lung cancer continues. The American Cancer Society
states that 35,000 Americans will die
of lung cancer this year and 30,000
of them will be men. The Society urges
a yearly chest x-ray for all adults.

Mrs. Taylor Greets
Women of Asia
NORTH BEND, Ore. — Valerie
Taylot, President of the Federated
Auxiliaries, has written a greeting
to Asian women, in care of the All
Pacific and Asian Dockworkers'
Trade Union Conference, opening
May 11 in Tokyo.
She wrote that Canadian, Hawaiian and state-side ILWU wives
"take this opportunity to clasp hands
across the seas with the women of
Japan, Indonesia, India and Australia. . . . Our dearest wish, as
yours, is to live in peace and friendship with all the peoples of the
world."

7011:DISPATCHER Page 6

April 24, 1959

Un-Americans
Snipe at Asia
Union Meet

US Report
Admits Aged Health Needs

(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The appearance of ILWU President Harry Bridges
before the House Un-American Committee April 21 demonstrated that the
inquisitorial body is ,more concerned
with striking at the union than discussing passports, the announced subject of the hearing.
The real interest of the committee
in questioning Bridges was directed toward torpedoing the Asian and Pacific
Dock Workers' Conference to be held
in Tokyo, Japan, May 11, 12 and 13, or
any move designed to strengthen union
bargaining power by utilizing overseas
help of other longshore organizations.
BROAD HINT
Richard Arens, committee staff director, gave the play away at the end
of the day-long session when he brought
out that Bridges had not yet received
a visa to enter Japan. Then in a manner that broadly implied that no visa
would be forthcoming, Arens announced the conclusion of his examination.
Both Arens and the committee members in their questions and comments
developed a theme that ILWU was
seeking to build a world-wide boycott
apparatus that would give the union
more power in dealing with the shipowners. They saw in such a plan a selfstyled subversive plot.
Aside from these indications as to
what the committee was shooting for,
the hearing boiled down to a lengthy
wrangle. Bridges, alternately patient
and caustic, tried to give a frank portrayal of his European tour.
BRIDGES CITES DIFFERENCE
Typical of several sharp exchanges
that developed between committee
members and Bridges was the latter's
response to a statement by Representative Gordon Scherer smearing the
ILWU. Noting that the Ohio congressman had voted "no" on Hawaii statehood, Bridges shot out:
"The difference between you and me,
Congressman, is that I not only preach
democracy but I also practice it."
Repeatedly the ILWU president made
it clear he was a hostile witness and
had no intention of cooperating with
the committee. At one point explaining
his attitude Bridges said: "People come
in here and get smeared, slandered and
destroyed. I am not going to help the
committee. The way you operate I
eoqld answer a question 'yes' and be
in trouble or I could answer it 'no' and
be in trouble."
•

Local 13 Officers
Take Over Duties
WILMINGTON—New officers of
ILWU Local 13, who took office early
this month, include:,
President Gordon Gibltn, First VicePresident Oscar A. Hagen, Welfare Officer Dick Rowin, Sergeant-at-Arms
Oscar Larsen, Day Business 'Agents
Pete Grassi and Jack Roberson; Dispatchers Frank Agundez, E. Gomez,
Bob Courtemarche and Floyd Ford, and
Trustees Robert Carney and Baldo Loy.

(From The Dispatcher's Washington (Mite)

Jack A. Burns, Hawaii's last territorial delegate to Congress, was awarded
a delegate's badge by First Vice President J. R. Robertson. Burns paid a stirring tribute to ILWU's work in promoting democracy in Hawaii. Looking on
during the ceremony was Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt.

ILWU Brought Hawaii
Democracy, Says Burns
SEATTLE—Jack A. Burns, last,delegate from the Territory of Hawaii to
Congress, who may well be the first
governor of the State of Hawaii after
the general election there next June,
said that the ILWU "laid the foundations for democracy in the Hawaiian
Islands."
Addressing the 13th Biennial Convention of the ILWU, Delegate Burns credited the union with freeing ake plantation workers in the islands from economic and political domination by management. Burns was architect of the strategy
by which Alaska was admitted first to
the union, leaving 'Hawaii to be acted
on in the present session of Congress.
Everyone agrees that his strategy paid
off and he was given a standing ovation
by the 225 delegates, including 60•from
Hawaii.
GETS DELEGATE'S BADGE
After a forthright speech in which he
expressed the contribution that Hawaii
might be expected to make as the nation's most westerly state, he again
stirred the convention to its feet by
leading the Hawaii delegation in singing "Hawaii Ponoi," the song that is
expected to be the song of the new state.
Burns was introduced by Jack W.
Hall, ILWU regional director for Hawaii, and, following his address, he was
presented with a convention delegate's
badge by First Vice President J. R. Robertson, who was presiding.
The delegate told the convention that
organization of the workers in Hawaii
by ILWU "enabled them to realize that
they had dignity, they were citizens
who had a right to their own activities
and the right to participate in such lit-

tle government as we had. They created
the climate that enabled others and
themselves to develop the free society
that they have."
POLICY STATEMENT PASSED
Following Delegate Burns' appearance and while he was still present, the
convention unanimously adopted a policy statement which echoed much of his
Speech.
, "We can recall," the statement said,
"when the feudal grip of the Big Five
upon the economy of Hawaii was pointed to as proof. that Hawaii was not yet
ready for statehood. The union challenged this limitless employer control
and helped reduce it to more reasonable
limits ...
"Because the ILWU hammered away
on the principle of democracy and racial
equality in Hawaii we were successful
in helping to make the status of the
Territory of Hawaii a matter of the
'conscience of Congress.'"
The statement paid special tribute to
Burns and also praised Senators E. L.
(Bob) Bartlett and Ernest Gruening
and Congressman Ralph Rivers for
their effective role in pushing Alaska
statehood.

Benefit Dance Aids
City of Hope Fund
WILMINGTON — A recent benefit
dance given in Local 13's Longshoremen's Memorial Building to raise funds
for the City of Hope .netted $824.66,
which was turned over to the nonsegregated free hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis, heart disease and
cancer. The dance committee was
headed by "Blackie" Talamantes and
Art Patton.

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Department of Health, Education and Welfare
has finally admitted, without saying so
directly, that the Forand bill is worthy
of consideration.
In a report to the Ways and Means
Committee, HEW conceded there is
growing need for a program that will
provide senior citizens with medical
care they cannot now afford on their
own.
Moreover, the report concluded that
medical care could be extended to all
of the 16.2 million social security recipients at a cost of less than onequarter of one percent each for both
employees and employers.
Pointing out that the report "confirms the need for federal action to
help meet the health problems of the
aged," Forand said he would ask the
Ways and Means Committee to hold
prompt hearings on his bill.
Forand noted that the report proved
"the federal social security system can,
as a practical matter, be used for paying medical care costs for persons entitled to old age and survivors benefits
with good effects on the kind of care
they receive."
PROBLEMS OUTLINED
Although the HEW report contained
no specific recommendations, it detailed
the dimensions of the problem of providing adequate medical care. Here's
how the report outlined the main considerations:
"There is general agreement that a
problem does exist.
",The rising cost of medical care, and
particularly of hospital care, over the
past decade has been felt by persons
of all ages. Older persons have larger
than average medical care needs. As a
group they use about two and a half
times as Much general hospital care as
the average for persons under age 65,
and they have special need for longterm institutional care.

"Their incomes are generally considerably lower than those of the rest of
the population, and in many cases are
either fixed or declining in amount.
They have less opportunity than employed persons to spread the cost burden through health insurance.
"A _larger proportion of the aged
than of other persons must turn to
public assistance for payment of their
medical bills or rely on 'free' care from
hospitals and physicians.
PROBLEM GROWING
"Because both ihe number and proportion of older persons in the population are increasing, a satisfactory
solution to the problem of paying for
adequate medical care for the aged will
become more rather than, less important."
The HEW report details the man-*
ner in which health benefits could be
provided through the existing machinery of the social security system and
estimates it would cost about $900 million the first year to make present
social security beneficiaries eligible for
up to 60,slays annually in the hospital
—a key provision in the Forand bill.

Fallout—Not X-Rays--Seen As Major Health Problem
SEATTLE, Wash. — "What about
X-rays?"
This is the question Goldie Krantz
is asked most frequently;. now that
"people have become radiation-con.WU-,
scious" in this atomic age, the IL
PMA Fund secretary told ILWU wives
here.
But the problem, in her opinion, isn't
to have or not to have, your chest or
your teeth X-rayed. "Tell your doctor
you're aware of the dangers; then let
him decide," she says. The real problem Mrs. Krantz believes, is bomb fallout.
She considers most of this talk about
X-rays "diversionary." For one thing,
"we're not saving the world by doing
without a chest X-ray."
INSULATED DOCTORS
Mrs. Krantz has tried talking to the
physicians about fall-out danger, and

has been told, "'That's not in the field
of medicine.'—I've never seen such insulated people!"
You don't have to be a scientist, "or
to understand terms like Strontium 90
to know what's happening in the upper
atmosphere is affecting our milk supply. The fall-out passes into the grass,
cows eat the grass and our kids drink
the milk—it's as simple as that.
"And the problem is not whether our
children should drink one or two, instead of three or four, glasses of milk
a day—the problem's to stop the bomb
testing. Personally, I don't want any
trigger-happy people monkeying with
my child's future."
OPPORTUNITIES NEGLECTED
She also told her attentive audience
that longshoremen and their families
aren't taking advantage of all the medical and dental services available to

them under the ILWU-PMA health and
welfare plan.
Only about 12,000 polio shots have
been given on the Coast, "which means
about one shot per ILWU child," when
three are required.
.(Some children, she said, may have
secured shots through the schools, although in many areas these were given
only to -first and second graders.)
"Also, in. San Francisco, there are
300 kids who have reached age 15 and
never visited the dentist:" and in the
San Pedro area, some "$1,200 a month
of your money" is being wasted for
the 13 per cent broken appointments
the service has to pay for, "whether
the patient shows up or not."
•
APATHY CRITICIZED
She said she was appalled at the
"apathy of our people in not using
what they have." Men in particular,

her statistics show, won't "go to the
doctor" until they're half way to the
undertaker. This means they must stay
in the hospital much longer than might
be required if they went sooner.
The average hospital stay for ILWU
men patients in the 45-60 age bracket
is 15.9 days, against the 8 day national
average.
She urged insurance policy holders
to be explicit in listing their beneficiaries, saying this would "save tragedy,
trauma and expense" when the "widow
with two kids" finds out there's no
beneficiary listed, or that it's still her
husband's first wife, or his sister, or
mother.
She also urged the importance of
cancer smears ("a simple, painless procedure, the nurse does it") for women
of middle age; and called not having
one, once a year, "a form of suicide."
4I

;
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Convention Assails German Rearmament,
Launches Campaign for Trade With China
SEATTLE—In a major•policy statement, the 13th biennial ILWU convention demanded stringent guarantees
that Germany as a reunified nation
shall not be permitted to possess, manufacture, or be supplied with conventional or nuclear weapons which give
her the ability to wage war.
The convention further urged that
the United Nations take jurisdiction if
the major powers fail to resolve the
German dispute.
"Seldom in recent years has our politically slanted press poured out such
a mass of distortion to mislead and confuse the American people as it has in
the so-called Berlin Crisis," said the
statement, which also pointed out that
it was the avowed intention at the Yalta
conference in 1945 "to destroy German
militarism and to ensure that Germany
will never again be able to disturb the
peace of the world."
"Yet, just 14 years after this declaration was made," the statement goes on,
"we find American generals and chiefs
of staff, led by the President of the
United States, not only proclaiming the
urgency and importance to the world of
German 'freedom' but publicly stating
that the American people would willingly go to war—even an atomic war—
to defend Berlin."
MAP DISPLAYED
Speaking on the resolution, ILWU
President Harry Bridges said:
"The Russians have said they are going home and they are giving Germany
back to the Germans and we are saying

Congressmen,
World Labor
Greet ILWU
(Continued from Page 1)
thousands who go north to work seasonally, you can do much to help
Alaska fulfill its destiny of becoming
not only the largest but one of the
strongest states in the union."
Other Senators who sent greetings
were Wayne Morse (D-Ore), Richard
L. Neuberger (D-Ore) and Clair Engle
(D-Calif).
CHINA TRADE CITED
Rep. Charles 0. Porter, D. Ore., told
the convention in his message:
"Members of the ILWU and I have a
great many things in common. I know
that one of them is an intense interest
in expanding commerce along the West
Coast of the United States. As many
of your members no doubt already
know, .1 'have long been a proponent
of re-establishing trade in non-strategic items with mainland China. As
I said recently in a speech at Salem,
Oregon, this would be a change in
national policy that could help Oregon
become a prosperous state, in Tact, a
truly maritime state."
Other Congressmen who sent greetings included Thomas M. Pelly (DWash), Cecil R. King (D-Calif), William S. Mailliard (R-Calif) and Jeffrey
Cohelan (D-Calif).
FROM MANY UNIONS
Unions abroad that sent greetings
included the Belgian Transport Workers Union, the Soviet Sea River Fleet
Workers Union, the Italian Port Workers, Danish Port Workers, Czech TrAnsport and Communication Workers, the
Transport Division of the Free German Trade Unions, the Mexican Dock
Workers and the Trade Union International of Transport, Port and Fishery
Workers (WFTU).,
President John Clark of the International Union of Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers, with headquarters in
Denver, hailed ILWU as "in the forefront of the labor movement in formulating and carrying out a military program in defense of workers' rights."
Greetings were also received from
Teamsters Local 70 of Oakland, Teamsters'Local 174 of Seattle and Bakers
Local 195 of Seattle.
There were 24,830 pedestrians injured crossing intersections with the
signal in their fav'or during 1958 in the
United States.

'you can't go.' No one has suggested million workers, with more being laid
that we pull out. The Russians propose off every day and thousands exhaustthat Germany' be put under the United ing their unemployfnent benefits
Nations." Ile displayed to the conven- daily."
tion a map showing that Western GerTRADE CAMPAIGNS SLATED
mans are dreaming of regaining the
An increase in foreign trade would
once Hitler-ruled parts of Poland and mean an increase in the number of jobs,
the Soviet Union.
the resolution said.
In another major resolution the conThe union, which has been on record
vention -unanimously demanded that for trade with China since 1946, will
trade with China be immediately wage an active campaign to get letters
opened. The resolution, submitted by •to the state department and congressLocals 6 and 19, echoed the sentiments Men from its officers, stewards and
expressed to the convention earlier by members.
US Senator Warren Magnuson.
ILWU Secretafy-Treasurer Louis
The resolution cited the "catastrophic Goldblatt, who urged adoption of the
economic policies of the present admin- document, said that in not trading with
istration," which, it said, "meant the China now the United States risks a
loss of jobs and pay checks for over five permanent freezeout of such trade.
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ILWU Taught
'Oscar' Winner
LOS ANGELES—A former ILWU
Local 26 member, Ned Young, won
a Motion Picture Academy "Oscar"
for the best original screen play of
the year, "The Defiant Ones."
Young, who worked at Thrifty
Drug in the old Alameda warehouse,
is a writer who was blacklisted following an early Un-American Committee hearing.
"I learned much from the way the
ILWU ... handles problems of discrimination," Young said.
"The Defiant Ones" is the story
of two convicts, one Negro and one
white, who escape from a chain gang
handcuffed together and find that
they must cooperate to win freedom.

US Press Prints Distorted Labor
News, Bridges Tells Cal Students
BERKELEY—A standing-room-only was there, than in years of reading our
audience of students that overflowed in- press at home."
He continued by retelling one expeto two auditoriums at the University
of California last week heard Harry rience after another in every part of
Bridges scorch the American press for Europe, as well as Russia, and said:
distorted, one-sided, and often untrue "Everybody there seemed td know what
reporting about the major issues of the was going on, and yet I never read any
of these things in the American newsday, and particularly about labor.
Invited to speak at the fiftieth anni- papers."
The most important problem facing
versary meeting of Sigma Delta Chi, a
national journalism fraternity, Bridges the United States today is unemploytold the students that his experiences f,ment, he told the 500 students facing
on a recent European trip proved all him in one meeting room, while 400
over again some of the lessons he had others heard his voice piped in to loudlearned in his twenty-five years of lead- speakers in the adjoining auditorium.
ing labor, that the press in the United Yet, he added, rarely does a newspaper
States deliberately presents a picture come right out and print the truth about
that favors business interests against the serious jobless situation.
Bridges answered questions from the
labor, that reflects the most conservative viewpoints of the administration in floor in the same no-holds-barred fashpower and that loads its pages with ion, which included a sharp statement
trivia, or outright lies about the real on the House Un-American committee
and drew a loud round of applause from
conditions facing working people.
"They're always very accurate about his student audience.
PAPER PLAYS IT BIG
the weather reports," he said in his dryest manner, as the audience roared, but
This week the Daily Californian, UC
he added,"I've seen more honest report- student paper, gave three columns at
ing about the real problems Of colonial- the top of the front page to the speech,
ism and unemployment and the dangers headlined,"Bridges Denounces America
of atom bombs in even the mot conser- Press, Takes Potshots at Berlin Crisis."
vative British press, in the few days I The article said in part:

Moves to Toughen Kennedy
Labor Control Bill Pushed
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON,D. C.—After weeks
of backstage maneuvering, the Kennedy-Ervin labor reform bill is now
on the Senate floor, with final action
expected before the end of April.
Featuring the debate are a number
of moves intended to strip the measure of its Taft-Hartley changes and to
toughen up union regulatory provisions.
Scheduled for votes are 69 meatgrinder amendments filed by Senator
Barry Goldwater, ranking GOP member of the Labor Committee, and another list of stringent proposals
authored by Senator John McClellan,
chairman of the special rackets committee.
MITCHELL MOVES IN
Labor Secretary James Mitchell
also injected himself into the battle
by declaring in a speech that the
Kennedy-Ervin bill was only a "halfway measure."
Common to the stands of Goldwater, McClellan and Mitchell are proposals for strict limitation on union
boycotts and peaceful picketing. These
are issues most likely to draw united
support from .a coalition of Southern
Democrats and reactionary Republicans.
Goldwater and McClellan are also
demanding limitations and sanctions
on union political activity and ex.
penditure of funds.
REPORTS REQUIRED
The bill before the Senate, as Fe-.;.
ported from the Labor Committee, is

largely a duplicate Of the 1958 Kennedy-Ives measure that passed the
upper body by an 88-1 vote but bogged
down in the House. The bill has been
condemned by ILWU, the Mine Workers, and other independent unions.
The bill would require reports and
public disclosure by unions of their
administrative procedures and financial expenditures. False reports or
failure to file reports would be punishable by criminal penalties.
COMPULSORY AFFIDAVITS
Other regulatory provisions would
set up standards for union elections
and a code of ethics for union officers.
Former convicts, except under certain
circumstances, would be barred from
union office.
The Secretary of Labor would be
given wide-ranging authority to conduct investigations to determine if
unions are in compliance with the Act.
The non-communist affidavit would
become compulsory for all union officers and this provision would be
enforced by criminal penalties.
The concessions to unions are some
comparatively minor Taft-Hartley
amendments, most of them previously
endorsed by the Administration, that
would mainly benefit building trades
unions.
The bill would also take a step in
attacking the "no-man's land" problem created by the NLRB's reluctance
to handle "small" labor disputes by:
directing. he Board to.exercise its jurisdiction over "all cases."

"ILWU leader Harry Bridges lived
up to his outspoken reputation as he
spoke before a packed Dwinelle Hall
audience of some 900 last Friday.
"Speaking on the topic, 'Harry
Bridges and the press,' the controversial
union leader denounced the American
press for slant and distortion.
"He also got in some random potshots at the Berlin crisis, German reunification, organized American labor
in the person of George Meany, and
American attitudes on the Soviet Union.
•
"'The idea of a free press in this
country is so much baloney,' Bridges
commented.
"Bridges, who recently spent four
days visiting the Soviet Union, charged
the press was largely responsible for
misconceptions concerning that country, such as the idea that slave labor
camps exist in the USSR.
"'I found freedom to move in every
direction and see everything I wanted
to see in the Soviet Union.'
"Despite this, Bridges said, he saw
no evidence of slave labor in the USSR.
"Furthermore, the American Embassy in Moscow was unable to give him
specific information as to the location
of any such camps, he said.
"Reading trade union regulations and
speaking through interpreters (he
knows no Russian) Bridges Was able to
assure himself that Soviet trade unions
are `free public bodies.'
SAW NO HUNGER
"He noted no evidence of hunger,lack
of sufficient clothing, stress or tension
among Soviet workers.
. "'Their living standards are still be-,
low ours. But the American press has
not told us that they plan to raise workers' wages by 40 per cent in the next
five years,' he said.
"Relations with Soviet labor are harn.
pered by the fact that the official labor
movement in the US in the person of
George Meany (head of the AFL-CIO)
won't allow contacts with Soviet trade
unions, Bridges said.
"Speaking on the 'so-called Berlin
crisis,' Bridges said:
"'The Russians have never told us to
get out of Berlin. They've told us they
are getting out by a certain date. NoW,
we're trying to tell them they've got tostay.'
"Bridges quoted approvingly.a Brit.
ish labor leader, who had asked him,
'How crazy can you be, to- be thinking
of going to war to give Germany thek
atom bomb?'
"He charged misinformation on the
part of the press with regard to German,
reunification.
"'When we think of German reunifi.
cation, we think of the reunification of
West and East Germany. The Germans
think'in terms of -adding to that large
chunks Of,Poland and Russia,' "More than 40,000,000 Americans now.'
living will develop cancer if present
rates continue. The American Cancer
Society says a reguler health checkup
offers the best protection against thedisease today.
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Automation and
Mechanization
Automation, mechanization and new
methods in production and distribution
—including transportation, warehousing and processing—are more and more
becoming the cause of labor's chief
economic problem in America today:
Unemployment.
On the other hand, whenever a new
machine or system of machines increase labor productivity, the opportunity presents itself for the working
people to live a better and richer life.
Just such an opportunity is growing
in America today.
A progressive union program for
automation must include, among other
things, both stimulants to the economic
growth of the nation as well as concrete proposals for expanding the domestic and foreign market for the
goods of American industry. Without
a growing economy and an expanding
market, the American economy can
choke on its own enormous capacity.
Substantial wage increases are absolutely essential in this situation. Only
if workers have the purchasing power
can the potential flow of goods from
industry be maintained, increased and
absorbed. Failure to fight and secure
wage increases at this time can be a
major cause of the collapse of the US
economy.
However, no one solution — even
wage increases—or one answer will
suffice to meet the problem which
combines increased production potential with the unemployment of displaced workers. Instead, a combination
of approaches is called for.
Taxing the new machines, for example, could well provide a fund to
meet some of the needs of the displaced
workers as well as those still employed. A shorter- work week without loss of pay is another obvious
benefit of mechanization.
Along with this, early retirements
—conceivably financed to some extent
by the new machines—would be another social gain.and-a potential source
of new job openings.
There are also other avenues which
could be explored such as substantial
severance pay and extended vacations.
Industry-wide seniority, retraining,
funds- to help workers and their families relocate, and similar proposals,
are also all, worth testing and trying.

Taxation
Taxation is becoming a matter of
rapidly growing importance as goverrafient fiscal activities play A larger
and larger role in the economy of the
country. Just about one quarter of
every workers' earnings is spent for
taxes—federal, state and local. For the
first two hours of •every workday a
man is working not for himself and his
family, but for Uncle Sam, Governor
Jones and Mayor Brown. And the trend
is toward more taxes.
This being true, it becomes more and
more important how the money is
raised and whose ox is gored.
This Convention goes on record:
1. To raise -income tax exemptions so
that no one has to pay taxes on that
portion of his income which is necessary to maintain a minimum standard
of living: We propose that present exemptions be raised to $2,000 for a
single person, $3,600 for a married
couple, and $800 for each additional
dependent.
2. To oppose any further extension
of sales and consumption taxes.
3. To support increasing reliance in
the states on income taxes with steeply
progressive rates.
4. To shift more of the state tax
burden directly onto business by adopting and increasing taxes on corporate
income and by imposing such specific
business taxes as the severance tax on
oil production.
5. To close, insofar as pdssible, the
many loopholes in the tax laws, by
means of which ,persons with large in
come succeed in making large tax
savings,

Three who lobbied for safety in Washington last year got together again
at the ILWU Convention. They were Bob Baker of Local 8, Jeff Kibre, ILWU
Washington representative and George Kuvakas of Local 13. Kibre heard his
work in Washington praised by Senator Warren Magnuson, who told the convention AO Kibre was one of the most helpful lobbyists in the national capital.
The labor movement, the ILWU included, has never paid enough attention
to taxes. This must be changed. With
25 percent of our income going into
taxes, it is high time we made our
influence felt.

Longshore & Harbor
_Workers' Act
Primarily as a result of the activities
of the ILWU, Public Law 742 was enacted in the last session of Congress
establishing an enforceable safety program over longshore operations aboard
ship. This opening wedge on longshore
safety has been an ILWU goal going
back as far as 1939; it was not only a
real legislative achievement but was, in
addition, the only piece of pro-labor
legislation passed by the last Congress.
At the present time the ILWU, along
with the ILA and other interested
groups, is pushing two additional
amendments to the Act.
•The first of these provides for a continuation of compensation in the case
of third party suits;
• The second of these amendments calls
for free choice of doctors by injured
longshoremen.
In addition, we should continue •to
press for:
• Weekly benefits equal to two-thirds
, of weekly earnings;
•Clarification of various provisions of
the Act, such as the definition of permanent and total disability, which have
proven injurious to longshoremen;
• An increase in the present ceiling of
$17,280 for permanent, partial or temporary disabilities.

Unemployment
"Recovery" has proceeded apace, but
there are some 5 million out of work.
The explanation lies partly in the rapid
technological advance which is taking

place and partly in the loss of resiliency
in our economic system. Workers are
becoming rapidly more productive at
the same time that industry's capacity
to absorb more workers is being impaired by the continuing development
of monopoly, and rigid prices.
Continuing high unemployment is
the number one problem facing the labor movement today. We must tackle
it in every available way, in collective
bargaining and by legislation. There
are some things the ILWU can do on
its own, and there are other things that
can ,be done effectively only by the
labor movement as a whole. We can
strive in our own contracts for such
items as improved vacations, earlier
retirement and severance pay which
spread the work or ease transition to
other jobs. We can seek guarantees
against layoff and guarantees of income.
The immediate major measures for
dealing with this larger problem are
improved and extended unemployment
compensation, expanded public works
and reduced hours of work. Extension
of world trade would help, too. While
we as one union can certainly fight for
these things, and will fight for them, a
successful struggle depends upon united
action by the entire labor movement.
Only by the weight of the workers acting together can sufficient pressure be
Put upon the economic system to force
it into taking the measures necessary
to assure full employment.
The ILWU will do its part.

The American Economy
And the New Challenge
The United States, and a few other
privileged countries, is not only rich'
but most of the people in our land are
living better than any comparable number of persons in all world history.
On the other Hand, three-quarters of

the world are living in intolerable conditions of semi-starvation, disease and
backwardness.
The United States has already licked
the production problem. In storage
bins, warehouses, and underground
caves all over the United States there
are almost $9 billion of surplus farm
commodities—wheat, corn, cotton, tobacco and various other crops.
- We are told that this is the "problem
of plenty." It is not. It is the problem
of fantastic waste and irrationality.
Meanwhile, scientific and technological developments in recent years have
made it both possible and practicable
to raise the standard of living in all
the world, within one generation, to
that enjoyed by the people in the most
favored countries today. This is a fact,
and more and more people in the underdeveloped countries now know it. They
are demanding the right to be allowed
to achieve for themselves what others
have already achieved. They are not
asking charity, but are insisting upon
their own opportunity.
Our challenge is in what role we will
play in this great economic revolution
now going on, because the socialist
world is also in the lists. The USSR,
China and other countries with similar
economic organization and society are
challenging the United States to do a
better job for its own people and in
helping the people of the underdeveloped countries.
There is no question but that the
energies released by lifting the immense burden of the cost of the preparation for war, which now for years
has terrified and paralyzed the world,
would find their best use in helping
the peoples of underdeveloped countries. The same intensity, vigor and
sacrifice must be thrown into this effort that goes into waging war. This is
a war against poverty, a common effort
to do good and not harm. It is a war in
which there will be no vanquished, but
only victors.

Social Security
The Convention supports these
amendments to the Social Security Act:
1. Change the benefit formula to
provide that persons already • retired
shall get benefits equal to those received by persons currently retiring.
2. Reduce retirement age to 60, with
full benefits, thus assisting in meeting
the problem of unemployment.
3. Provide free medical care to Social
Security beneficiaries as called for in
bills introduced by Congressman Forand and Senator Morse.
4. Liberalize the administration of
the disability pension and the so-called
disability freeze so that it will not be
so difficuit to establish claims.

Berlin and Germany
The leaders of the three major nations then at war with Germany and
the other Axis powers conferred at
Yalta, February 1945. They agreed
upon and jointly issued a Declaration
as to the shape and structure of a fu(Continued on Next Page)

The Southern California delegates as they caucused to select nominees for the executive board.
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,
let the Troops Go Home,and Flow o Arms Cease
ture, post-war Germany, stating:
"It is our inflexible purpose to destroy German militarism and to ensure
that Germany will never again be able
to disturb the peace of the world."
Yet, just fourteen years after this
Declaration was made we find American generals and Chiefs of Staffs, led
by the President of the United States,
not only proclaiming the urgency and
importance to the world of German
"freedom" but publicly stating that
the American people would willingly
go to war—even an atomic war—to defend Berlin.
SeldoM in recent years has our politically-controlled and politicallyslanted press poured out such a mass
of distortion to mislead and confuse
the American people as it has in the
so-called Berlin crisis.
In just fourteen years we see a resurgence of militarism and nationalism,
a booming war economy and cartels,
and a domination of high positions in
business, government and professions
by former leading Nazis — supporters
and cohorts of Hitler. These are the
Germans who are seeking world support in the "Berlin crisis."
Because West Berlin lies within East
Germany, and because US, British and
French troops are still in occupation
there, it has been proposed that West
Berlin be placed under the supervision
of the United Nations, with a UN police
force or army in control. There has
been no threat to drive British, French
or American troops out of Berlin, or
to cut off their supply lines. The contrary is true. These troops can remain
or not as they wish.
Meanwhile we must remember that
the USSR, together with other countries adjacent to the German border
which were invaded and devastated in
not one but two wars by German aggression, are fearful of a re-unified,
re-armed Germany.
The German problem is not insoluble. Our press does not remind us
that only A few years ago the USA,
USSR, France and Britain reached
agreement on Austria. Austria was
neutralized and demilitarized and all
the occupation troops withdrew. No
crisis, no war threats. Why can't the
same kind of agreement be reached on
Germany? •
We declare:
1. That we favor the reunification of
Germany with stringent guarantees
that as a reunified nation she shall not
be permitted to possess, manufacture,
or be supplied with conventional or
nuclear weapons which give her the
ability to wage war.
,
2. That should the major powers fail
to resolve the German dispute, we urge
the United Nations to take jurisdiction.

Trade With China
The catastrophic economic policies
of the present - Administration have
meant loss of jobs and pay checks for
over five million Workers. An increase
in foreign trade would mean an increase in the number of jobs.
Eight thousand miles west there is
a country with over 750 million people
who need what this country produces.
If such trade were established with
China the products would largely be

Twelve of the I6-man Canadian delegation as they caucused to nominate a board member. Left to right, standing,
Craig Pritchett, Robert Crane, Fred Gibson, John Berry, Bud Barker and Newman Shea. Seated Edward Grewcutt, Vince
Brunt, Roy Smith, Lang Mackie, Jack Rainey and Charles McKee. The odd man in the mirror is the photographer.
shipped from the West Coast and handled by warehousemen and longshoremen, and also other unions in related
fields would benefit from such trade.
This convention goes on record as
endorsing the opening of trade with
China immediately. A communication
to this effect will be sent to the State
Department' and to all our Senators
and Conlressmen. A campaign for individual officers, stewards and union
members to write personal communications to the State Department and to
members of Congress urging the immediate opening of trade with China
will be undertaken in the union.

the flow of arms cease without any
one nation having its relative position
in the world worsened or improved.
5. End of the boycott of world trade
in non-strategic goods to the Socialist
countries, and elimination of the restrictions on travel for Americans
which have prevented the free exchange of union delegations between
all countries of the world.

people, that our members should not
maintain our independent identity. We
participate actively in Democratic clubs
or in county and state committees. We
welcome such participation as part of
the fight for labor's program. It does
mean that the union must not become
a tail to any party's political kite, that
we cannot be found in anybody's political pocket, that throughout we must

Foreign Policy
The world has now reached a point
where a major catastrophic war is becoming less possible. This is why we
are confident that the chances for
agreement and understanding are better than they have been in years. The
essential task for all Americans is •to
make a real effort toward guaranteeing
this kind of a peaceful world. Toward
this end we propose.:
1. The cessation of any future testing
of nuclear weapons by the USSR, Great
Britain, and the USA; and no extension
of nuclear weapons to other nations.
At the same time the Atoms for Peace
program, originally proposed by the
USA, should be expanded through the
United Nations for the benefit of all
mankind.
2. Negotiations as the means for
settling the German •question and the
Berlin dispute.
3. The end of the use of force and
violence against colonial people demanding freedom and independence.
4. Increased economic aid to the
underdeveloped countries by the USA.
5. Mutual disarmament, step by step,
and the end of the worldwide traffic
in arms and military equipment by any
nation. Let the troops go home, and

The heavy labors of the ILWU convention were Rerformed in the Coral
_Room of the New Washington Hotel by staff. Left to right, Gladys Young, Jean
Gundlach, Ellie Harris, Nellie Walsh, Office Manager Martha Amyes and Margaret Coleman,
c

,

ft

The ILWU convention had four sergeants-at-arms left to right Frank M. Andrews, Local 47, Charlet (Slim) Murray Local 6 and Alexander Chang and
Daniel Haleamau of Local 142.
believe that failure to maintain its
political freedom has hurt the effectiveness of the AFL-CIO, and we wish
to avoid that error.

Political Action

The 1958 campaigns for state and
congressional offices marked a high
point of political activity for ILWU
members and for the labor movement
generally. It is probable that there has Taft-Hartley Act
Because of the attempts by employer
not been such widespread labor pargroups, particularly the Chambers of
ticipation since New Deal. days.
Labor's political efforts met with Commerce, National Association of
very general success. Wherever labor Manufacturers, etc., to weaken the pohas any significant voting strength, sition of labor for the benefit of the
employers, through National and State
labor-backed candidates—in most cases
legislative
actions, the ILWU calls for
office.
In
Democrats—were elected to
Hawaii, three,,membersof ILWU were 'a vigorous campaign for the outright
elected to the (then) Territorial Leg- repeal of the infamous anti-labor Taftislature. Big Business campaigned Hartley Act as the best way to serve
heavily too, not only for the passage of the interests of labor, democracy, and
right-to-work legislation but in many the'welfare of the nation.
of the electoral races as well.
One aftermath of the campaign has • rrade Union Rights
been a rash of reactionary attempts
The ILWU has \traditionally conto curb labor's political activities by cerned itself with the trade union
strengthening the kind of limitations rights of Our fellow workers in other
on use of union funds for political ac- lands. We have a responsibility to
tion as are now embodied in the Taft- raise our voice in protest and indignaHartley law.
tion when unions ale crippled by law
This was the first election in a long and police, and when union leaders, in
time that a. third 'party played prac- advancing trade union programs, are
tically no role whatever anywhere. For jailed.
the immediate present, there seems no
We were among , the few US unions
likelihood that there will be a third toCondemn the smashing of unions and
party with a progressive, labor-oriented the jailing of leaders by the former
program which will attract any sig- military dictatorship in Venezuela.
nificant measure of labor support.
Similarly in Cuba, while the AFL-C10
Therefore, we must continue to be saw no groundsfor turning its back on
_free to throw our weight behind any the Batista dominated and controlled
candidate who actively works for a pro- labor movement in that country, the
gram of peace, security and jobs. This ILWU condemned the exploitation of
does not mean, in areas where the the Cuban workers by their own govDemocratic party is clearly the more ernment-appointed union leaders.
responsive to the needs of working
(Continued on Next Page)
)
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ul Chaos'
'Our Health Care Adds Up to a Wastef
IWA'Loggers
,

ask that the cases against Travis, the
Cleveland defendants, and the Mine,
Mill officers be dropped. And we go on
record demanding that Congress repeal
the Taft-Hartley Law so as to prevent
any more cases along these lines.

Asbury Howard
Asbury Howard, art International
Vice President of the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers' Union, has been serving on the chain gang in Bessemer,
Alabama, since February 22, 1959,
Washington's Birthday. Howard's real
offense is that he is a Negro who fights
for the rights of his people. He was a
vice president of the local NAACP
until it was outlawed. He has been active in trying to make it possible for
Negroes to vote.
This Convention wishes to express
its unanimous sense of outrage at this
violation of everything which we, as
Part of the Oregon and Columbia River delegation.
Americans, cherish in our heritage. We
that Asbury Howard be immedemand
"drastic,"
In Argentina, Mexico, the Union of whether "moderate" or
diately released. We demand that the
s
attempt
All
South Africa, Aden and Burma, there whether state or federal.
US Department of Justice intervene at
are currently jailings and other acts to legislate union democracy are dis- once to demonstrate that the federal
of repression against trade unionists. criminatory and are, in fact, aimed at government does not tolerate slieh a
The ILWU protests these flagrant weakening unions and at benefiting travesty of justice. Copies of this resoviolations of trade union and human employers. We do not condone corrup- lution shall be sent to President Eisenrights. We shall take appropriate steps tion wherever it is. But we do not think hower, Attorney General Rogers,
to make our protests known to the new legislation is needed to deal with Governor Patterson of Alabama, and
United Nations, the respective govern- it.
to West Coast Senators and Congressment heads and to our own government
We say that the McClellan Commit- men.
as well.

Persecution of Trade
,Unions in Greece
Despite the vast number of American taxpayer dollars which have
poured into that country in the last
twelve years or so, Greece—one of the
"free nations" — is today a povertystricken, depressed country ruled by a
monarchy and a government which
wields practically dictatorial powers.
The Greek trade union Movement
functions under the worst possible
handicaps. For example, it is dependent upon the Greek Minister of Labor
for its operating funds. Union dues are
collected from the workers by the government, and the Minister, who held
the same post during the ,pre-war
Metaxis dictatorship, decides which unions get funds and which do not. Numerous trade unionists are in jails and
concentration camps.
We therefore resolve as trade unionists wholly in sympathy with the basic
economic aims of the Greek Federation
of Labor in seeking to improve the lot
of the Greek workers and advance their
trade union- and civil rights, to make
our protests known to appropriate officials and departments of the United
Nations, the US Government, and the
government of Greece.

Union Rights in the US
Hard won union rights are again
under serious attack in Washington
and in many state legislatures. Generally these attacks boil down to the
proposition that the internal affairs of
unions must be regulated in order to
protect the membership from so-called
dictatorial and undemocratic practices
of designing or corrupt officials.
The impetus for the reform-theunions movement has been generated
largely by the revelations of the McClellan Committee. This investigating
body, aided and abetted by anti-union
employers and most of the nation's
press, has created a widespread impression that the American labor movement is controlled by racketeers and
power-hungry leaders.
Congress is now debating the merits
of several proposals. There is the
Kennedy-Erwin bill on one side, the
Administration bill in the middle, and
the McClellan-Barden bill on the other.
Counterparts of these proposals are
also before many state legislatures.
Liberal Democrats and Republicans
backed by the AFL-CIO are upporting
the Kennedy-Erwin bill on the ground
it would provide union members with
needed protection, and because it has
some desirable Taft-Hartley amendments. This bill, it should be noted, is
anything but "mild." It would impose
far-reaching controls over the internal
affairs of unions.
We reiterate our complete opposition
to any union regulatory legislation,

In Newfoundland
Some 12,000 members of the IWA
went out on strike against two 'big
corporations in Newfoundland. The
strike was called by a 98 percent strike
vote, to uphold the unanimous award
of a Conciliation Board which called
for a reduction in the work week from
60 to 54 hours and an increase in the
hourly rate from $1.05 to $1.22, the
increase to be spread over a two year
period. They are still out.
The companies have said they would
close down their newsprint mills rather
than negotiate with the IWA. On March
10, a combird force of local constables
and Canadian Mounted Police attacked
a group of strikers. Since then IWA
offices have been wrecked by vigilantes,
following broad hints by Premier
Smallwood. The provincial parliament,
lashed into action by Premier Smallwood, has passed legislation aimed at
outlawing the IWA.
This is an elementary and basic
struggle, comparable to the sit-down
strikes of the '30's and to our own 1934
strike. It deserves every possible support from the entire labor movement.

National Health Program
Although health services rank with
food and shelter as necessities of living
for individual, family, community and
nation, our country's system of providing and financing health care adds up
to a wasteful chaos. We are dissipating
the precious national resource of the
people's health. We are lagging behind
the nations of Western Europe in organizing to conserve this resource.
ILWU reaffirms its backing for a
national health program as the only
reasonable method of organizing for
better health for all. We reiterate our
support of the Murray-Dingell and the
Forand Bills. We cannot afford the
stop-gap techniques of individual voluntary plans—the current duplicated,
fragmented and misdirected efforts resigting in waste of dollars and health.
The whole labor rhovement, along with
all interested members of the community, must work together toward an
effective national program, now.

Statehood for
Hawaii and Alaska

We congratulate our members and
all of the people of Hawaii and of
Alaska on having finally won statehood.
We are proud that the achievements
of the ILWU in Hawaii over the last
to address
fifteen years were among the changes
Jack A. Burns, Hawaii delegate to Congress, as he waited
Bridges and which helped break down the opposition
the ILWU Convention. Next to him, ILWU President Harry
Bulcke.
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the National Union of Marine Cooks
labor movement.
and Stewards, is serving the second
year of a five-year term. Al Fisher of
the International Woodworkers of
America started a similar term this
January. Maurice Travis, formerly secretary-treasurer of the Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers' Union, following a
second conviction in the District Court,
is awaiting a decision on his appeal to
the Circuit Court.
Fourteen officials and staff members
of Mine, Mill go on trial next month
for an alleged conspiracy to obtain use
of the services of the NLRB by use of
false affidavits. This is the first case
of its kind. Meanwhile, in Cleveland,
Ohio, the defendants in another slightly different Taft-Hartley Conspiracy
Case—Fred and Marie Haug and others
—have already been convicted and
through the first round of their appeal.
Jack Price,
Par-t of the Washington State delegation. At the extreme left is chairman.
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pardons for Bryson and Fisher.
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Demand Strong Enforcement of Civil Rights Laws'
somewhat more favorable. Liberal Congressmen are moving for additional
legislation to strengthen rights under
the 14th Amendment, particularly the
implementation of school desegregation. But liberals are divided on how
far to go, with the prospect that a
meaningless compromise bill will be
the final outcome.
The ILWU vigorously supports the
Celler-Douglas-Mork bills. Their enactment is needed in order to throw
the weight of the government behind
the Supreme Court desegregation decision by empowering the Attorney
General to seek court orders to enforce
all rights denied because of race.
We demand the vigorous enforcement of all civil right laws and of the
U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

Southern California delegates.
which played into the - hands of the
opposition. He deserves credit for persisting along this line in the face- of
criticism and attack.
We likewise pay tribute to Senator
E. L. (Bob) Bartlett, Senator Ernest
Gruening and Congressman.Ralph Rivers for their effective role in pushing
. Alaska statehood. It v:7as their continuing and untiring efforts that laid
the foundation for the final success
of statehood legislation.
All of the people of America will
benefit directly from the vigor and
vitality which Alaska and Hawaii will
bring to the nation. The granting of
statehood is renewed proof of the
strength and democracy and democratic institutions in the United States.

spect to immigration, naturalization
and deportation, is a hangover from the
worst period of the cold war attacks
on traditional American liberties.
The ILWU opposed the bill before
it became law, and has denounced the
law ever since. Its provisions have
been used to deport members of our
union, such as Martin Jiminez of Local
6, and to threaten with deportation
many others.
We therefore welcome a series of
bills now before Congress which provide for a :thorough overhaul of the
immigration statutes. The leading bill
is HR 16, introduced by Rep. Emanuel
Celler, N.Y. As indicated in the bill's
Declaration of Policy, the purpose of
this Act is "to establish and provide

Free Travel and
Free Speech
The Un-American Committee has
once again subpoenaed Brother HarrS7
Bridges and demanded he account for
his travels and actions and words. This
action is a continuation of the hounding of Harry Bridges and the ILWU
and is an attempt to adversely affect
our coming negotiations.
We condemn the action of the UnAmerican Committee as anti-union,
anti-free speech, and an attempt to
once again impose restrictions on the
right of Americans to travel.

Federated Auxiliaries
The past two years have been marked
by a major growth in the ILWU Federated Auxiliaries and by increased

Hall Case Reversal
The reversal of the Smith Act conviction of Regional Director Jack W.
Hall and six co-defendants was a triumph for the unity and solidarity of
our union.
For seven long years Jack Hall and
his family lived under the shadow of
his five-year prison sentence imposed
as a result of an unwarranted and vindictive prosecution which sought to
end his effectiveness as a trade union
leader.
Faced with the prospect of prison,
harried by agents of the Department
of Justice and restricted in movement
by court order, Hall nevertheless • continued to carry out his full responsibilities to the union.
He is entitled to the congratulations
and gratitude of the entire membership
of the ILWU, and we so express this in
our Thirteenth Biennial Convention.

Bi-State Waterfront
Commission
The ILWU condemned the establishment of the Bi-State Waterfront Commission when this body was created
six years ago. We pointed out then that
the New York-New Jersey Commission
would be used to frustrate the efforts
of the longshoremen in the port of New
York to solve their problems through
collective bargaining.
Many have forgotten that the BiState Commission was originally supposed to be a temporary body which
would . go out of business as soon as
normal collective bargaining came into
being. But the years pass and the Commission continues to grow in size and
to take on new powers, new authority,
_
and other permanent features.
The improvements which have taken
place in the port of New York in unionmanagement relations have resulted
primarily from collective bargaining,
not from the rules and regulations of
the Waterfront Commission.
The time is long past for rpanagement to join labor in petitioning the
legislatures. of New York and New Jersey to dissolve the Commission: So
long as it continues in existence it will
hinder healthy collective bargaining on
the East Coast while threatening to
expand, by example, elsewhere. We call
upon the entire labor movement to join
in this fight to re-establish trade union
rights in the port of New' Yolk.

Immigration Legislation
The Walter-McCarran Act, which
governs US policy and action with re-

serving a brief sentence as a result of
tangling with the military over a case
he was handling for a Marine sergeant
who was facing a court martial.
This ILWU Convention urges that
President Eisenhower give George
Shibley an immediate and full pardon.

25th Anniversary of
1934 Strike
Whereas 1959 makes the passage of
one quarter of A century since the great
maritime strike of 1934 which laid the
basis of the ILWU, and
Whereas July 5, "Bloody Thursday,"
falls on Sunday this year and is deserving of special note
Therefore Be It Resolved that all
locals organize and conduct suitable
commemoration services in all respective ports.
That the pensioners and old-timers
lead these parades of the working
members to demonstrate our loyalty
and solidarity to the ILWU
That this Thirteenth Biennial Convention endorse this program and recommend its implementation by local
unions wherever possible.

Hospital Workers
Whereas hospital workers in the
state of California are prevented by
law from striking or even taking a
strike vote, and
Whereas Bill 779, now before the
California State Legislature would permit hospital workers to take a strike
vote
Therefore Be It Resolved that this
Thirteenth Biennial Convention go on
record endorsing Bill 779.

Labor Unity
The growing development of unity
between ILWU and other unions has
-demonstrated its effectiveness by the
recent progress made in coordinated
collective bargaining and mutual aid in
strikes.
We resolve to further promote labor
unity between ILWU and all other labor unions and we should develop every
opportunity to achieve joint efforts in
negotiations, and mutual aid in strikes,
by consultations and coordination between our unions at the Local and International level.

More Southern California delegates.
for the administration of an immigration and naturalization policy which
will give faithful and positive expression to the basic human values to which
American political institutions are dedicated ..."
Although we have some reservations
in regard to the Celler Bill, it is a step
in the right direction. Its introduction,
along with the other similar bills, is
a reflection of a strong and widespread
sentiment in favor of revising and humanizing the immigration statute. This
convention, therefore, goes on record
in support of the Celler bill, HR 16.

Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties
Repressive legislation, witch hunts,
discrimination against minorities and
attacks on militant unions and their
leaders have all been used to weaken
the people's efforts to gain a better
life through the democratic process.
In recent years some progress has
been achieved in the field of civil rights
and in the closely related area of civil
liberties. Much of the improvement
came as a result of Supreme Court
holdings.
During the last session of Congress,
legislation aimed at curbing the Supreme Court or overcoming many of its
civil liberties rulings was only blocked
by a single vote in the Senate. These
same bills are again being pushed by
a coalition of Dixiecrats and other reactionaries. One such bill has already
slipped through the House without debate or a record vote. Powerful support
for a Congressional hatchet job on the
High Court has now come from the
House of Delegates of the American
Bar Asscciation.
As against the unhealthy Congressional situation applying to civil liberties, the outlook for civil rights is

activities in all areas.
The Federated Auxiliaries carried on
a full range of activities during the
past months. In Hawaii, during the
sugar strike, the women pitched in as
never before. The work of the auxiliaries has covered many of the interests and activities of ILWU families
in their respective communities including, for example, aid to retarded and
crippled children, campaigns for better
community health facilities, support of
social service and welfare activities
and the like.
The ILWU Thirteenth Biennial Convention gives a rising vote of congratulations to the Federated Auxiliaries
and looks forward to greater, growth
and activity in the future.

George Shibley
George Shibley is a well-known Long
Beach attorney who has practiced in
that area for more than 25 years with
a well-deserved reputation for honesty
and integrity. He is a good friend of
ILWU and served for a number of
years as a lawyer for Local 13 and its
members. He is now on parole after

Support for NAACP
Recent decisions of the United States
Supreme Court on the segregated
school question have called attention
to the fact that while the Constitution
provides for equal justice for all under
the law, nevertheless in far too many
states and communities, we have first
and second class citizens on the basis
of the color of a man's skin.
Important gains have been made but
there is still a tremendous amount of
work needed to insure social justice for
all our people. One of the principal
organizations leading the fight in this
field has been the NAACP.The conduct
of their officials and membership under
trying conditions has been a credit to
the Negro people.
The many court battles already
fought have cost a great deal of time
and money. Additional financial help
will be needed if .the gains already won
are to bear fruit. In an effort to assist
this splendid organization it is recommended to the locals affilated with the
ILWU to give all possible help and
support to the NAACP.
(Continued on Next Page)

Still more Southern California delegates.

WE:DISPATCHER

April 24, 1959

Page 14

'Support Supreme Court'

Northern

Northern California delegates•

Assessment for
Overseas Delegation
The convention voted an assessment
of $1 per member to go into a fund to
finance overseas delegations of our
members and which shall be known as
the Overseas Delegation fund. One half
of this amount is due before December
31, 1959, and the balance befOre June
30, 1960.

Passport Legislation

fining the meaning of democracy as
embodied in the Constitution and the
role labor has played in defending this
nation and its democratic rights.
ILWU supports those unions who
have already requested a day be named
in which trade unionists can go to the
'schools and see how well the schools
are training their children.

Senate Bill 288

US Senator J. Strom Thurmond has
The ILWU wholeheartedly supports Introduced Senate Bill 288 to ,amend
the US Supreme Court in striking down Article 46 of the Uniform Code of
the denial of passports at the discre- Military Justice 'to require execution
tion of the State Department officials. of warrants of arrest or attachment
Senator Eastland has now mounted a directed against civilians only by cifull campaign to overturn the Supreme
Court decision and to write those very'
restrictive policies into law which the
State Department exercised without legal sanction.'We condemn this kind of
legislation, and urge its defeat.
There is no greater need today than
for travel and communication between
Americans of all walks of life and citizens of all other nations. Only if we
meet and talk to people in other lands
can we ever hope to break down the
barriers and walls behind which hostility, misunderstanding and war-dan—
ger flourish. Everyone who possibly
can should go and see for himself—no
newspaper, no book, no magazine is a
substitute for personal observation and
personal testing of views, attitudes and
beliefs.

Organizing Drive
In Alaska
The salmon industry in'Alaska is at
its lowest ebb based on actual salmon
Caught and processed, affecting the
employment of thousands of-fishermen,
cannery workers, and all other allied
workers. The most important factor
President Valerie Taylor of the
contributing to the unhealthy situation
affecting the industry is the lack of a ILWU Federated Auxiliaries reported
to the
strong organization among the resident phenomenal auxiliary success
convention.
cannery workers. The ILWU resolves
to launch an extensive union organizing drive in Alaska, particularly in the vilian United States marshals rather
canned salmon industry on the basis of than by military police.
• This bill is designed to prevent the
the industrial form of organization.
arrest of civilians by the military, as •
in the case of Long ,Beach Attorney
Labor History Book
The history boots our children study George E. Shibley, who, on December
frequently speak highly of the million- 9, 1952, was forcibly taken from his
aires, generals and politicians, many of office by four El Toro Marine Base
whom were, and are, anti-labor. But MP's.
The ILWU endorses and supports US
these same history books contain almost nothing to give a child pride in Senate bill 288.
either the work his ancestors did to
build this country, or in the' sacrifices Shorter Work Shift
they made to defend it.
Since taxes for education come pri- -In Longshore
The'1958 Longshore and Clerks Nemarily from the poskets of working
people, ILWU calls • upon all labor gotiating Committee is commended for
groups -fo. demand that the State be- their efforts, through the adoption of ,
partments of Education =prepare a his- the 8-hour shift, toward taking the
tory of labor to 'be used in teaching first step to meet the pressing problems
children to understand some of the of labor displacement faced by the
contributions labor has made in de- longshore industry. •

INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S & WAREHOUSEMEN'S UNION
150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco 2, Calif.
LABOR ORGANIZATION FINANCIAL REPORT
STATEMENT OF ALL RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE FISCAL
YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 1958, AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1958
CASH BALANCE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FISCAL
$ 43,170.18
YEAR including deposits on expenses
Add:
CASH RECEIPTS
$550,863.41
Dues (or per capita tax from affiliates)
50,000.00
From affiliated organizations
5,931.38
From other sources (Itemize in Schedule D)
TOTAL CASH RECEIPTS

$606,794.79

TOTAL CASH ACCOUNTABILITY
Deduct:
CASH DISBURSEMENTS
No. of Persons
Salaries
42,119.76
4
Officers
180,440.23
45
Staff
42,958.88
Allowances (Itemize in Schedule E)
4,427.48
Taxes
33,212.93
Fees for legal services
1,800.00
Fees for other professional services.
32,423.42
Office and administrative expenses
7,213.65
Benefit payments to or for members or dependents.
Contributions, gifts, grants, etc. (Itemize in Schedule
F contributions, gifts, grants, etc. to officers or
580.00
staff not reported as salaries or allowances)
60,968.03
Publications, publicity, and educational expenses.
514.08
Purchase of assets
151,028.71
Other disbursements (Itemize in Schedule G)

$649,964.97

TOTAL CASH DISBURSEMENTS

$557,687.17

CASH BALANCE AT THE END OF THE FISCAL
YEAR

$ 92,277.80

BALANCE SHEET
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
ASSETS
End of fiscal year
•Beginning of fiscal year
12-31-1958
1-1-1958
Amount
Total
Total
Amount
Cash:
Petty Cash
Revolving Funds
Checking Accounts

$

$

45.00
5,200.00
37,925.18

• Cash on Hand
Fixed Assets (Net of Reserves)
Furniture and Fixtures..
Notes and Accounts Receivable (see Schedule J)
Other Assets (IteMize
• in Schedule K)
Total Assets
LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH
Accounts Payable
Notes Payable
Other Liabilities (Itemize in
Schedule L)
Total Liabilities
Net Worth — (excess of
Assets over.Liabilities)
Total Liabilities and Net
Worth

45.00
4,200.00
88,032.80

$ 43,170.18

$ 92,277.80

11,369.21

9,544.06

14,337.56

13,212.45.

13;12544

12,436.36

$ 82,002.39

$127,470.67

$ 19,645.40
20,000.00

$ 12,715.54

.4,528.17

3,955.71

44,173.57
.

16,671.25

37,828.82

110,799.42

$ 82,002.39

.$127,470.67

SUPPORTING SCHEDULES
Schedule D—Receipts from Other Sources
Dispatcher subscriptions, Bound Copies and Over Circulation
Miscellaneous

$ 4,185.64
1,745.74
$ 5,931.38

Schedule E—Other Allowances
Travel expenses included in departmental expenses as itemized in
Schedule G, with exception of Officers travel, listed separately
in Schedule G.
$ 31,498.88
Expense Allowances
11,460.00
Automobile Allowances
(Above itemized in Schedule of Salaries and allowances, with
$ 42,958.88
exception of 2 employees who earned less than $5,000.00)
Schedule 6—Other Disbursements
Expenses for maintenance of Washington office, exclusive, of salaries
$
and allowances
Organization expenses, exclusive of salaries and allowances
Research and Education expenses,excluSive of salaries and allowances
Expenses of executive board meeting—exclusive of salaries
Traveling expenses, union officials
Expenses for maintenance of Hawaii office
Insurance and bonds
Supplies purchased in excess of receipts for resale at cost
Decrease in accrued expenses and payroll tax liability December 31,
31, 1958, under December 31, 1957
1959 expehseS prepaid in 1958 in excess of 1958 expenses prepaid in
1957
Increase in receivables over reimbursements therefor

8,981.64
42,785.24
14,894.26
9,794.13
1893014
22,77.93
2,242.73
79.05
27,502.32
(768.13)
3,889.40,

$151,028.71
Schedule K—Other Assets
Supplies inventory
Book Club inventory
Airline deposit
Prepaid expenses

$ 4,970.87
125.78
425.00
6,914.71
$ 12,436.36

Schedule L—Other Liabilities
Withholding and Payroll Taxes
More Northern California delegates, mostly clerks.

$ 3,955.71
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More About
(Continued from Page 1)
considerable national and even international significance. These included:
•Welcoming addresses by Seattle
Mayor Gordon Clinton, Ed Weston,
president of the Washington State Federation of Labor, and Governor Albert
D. Rosellini of Washington which
pointed up the growing prestige and
significance of ILWU in the Northwest.
•A blistering attack on State Department foreign policy by Senator Warren
Magnuson (D-Wash.) which called for

45 More Receive
Pension Benefits
SAN FRANCISCO—Twenty-eight
ILWU dock workers were retired on
the ILWU-PMA Pension and seventeen widows began receiving ILWUPMA Survivor benefits as of May 1,
1.959, Henry Schmidt, Pension Fund
Director announced this week. They
are:
Local 10: John Balko, Salvadore
DiMercurio, Thomas Ernster, Gustav Foth, Arvid K. Johnsen, Jack
Lone, Karl Norberg, Max Wille and
Knut Wulfschmidt; Local 12: Caral
Johnson and George E. Thomas;
Local 13: Frank H. Jacks; Local 19:
Paul N. Frair and Frank Saponaro ;
Local 21: J.H. Beairsto ; Local 34:
Lloyd C. Kimball and Harry Mathis;
Local 52: John A. Wize; Local 63:
Wallace N. Routsong; Local 94: Nils
Robberstad; Local 98: Ernest E.
Sundling, all on the ILWU-PMA
Regular Plan.
On the Disability Pension were:
Local 10: Johannes Duggen, James
Johnson and Charles A. Sutherland;
and Local 13: Roy Applegate.
On the Amended Plan: Local 23:
Salem J. Jackson; Local 54: Augostino Manoa ; and Local 91: Antone Garibaldi.
The widows are: Hattie Buckley,
Mary Cardoza, Geraldine DeHaven,
Rose DeSilva, Alice Edwards, Bertha Erlands, Caroline P. Gastina,
Genevieve Hogan, Ilda G. Holladay,
Alberta Jouanne, Esther L. Kearney,
Bertha M. Larsen, May Leathers,
Maybelle Nichelmann, Teresa Slater,
Ann Marie Tomick and Emma
Wennberg.
Retiring on the ILWU Alaska
Pension as of May 1, 1959, was
Jacob Zeldenrust a Local 62.

DISPATCHER.-

iggest, Most Solid Convention

Magnuson's speech, received by the
delegates with a standing ovation, highlighted the peace issue which along
with the problem of unemployment
dominated the convention.
President Harry Bridges, speaking
after Magnuson, emphasized both issues in his keynote address:
"We can play a part in the struggle
for world peace and we can maintain
our record of practicing democracy—
speaking out and not being afraid of
what anybody might think for the time

In foreground, part of the Local 6 delegation from San Francisco.
trade with China and for negotiations
and discussions "to minimize the possibilities" of recurrent crises such as
(See
‘
those over Quemoy and Berlin.
last issue.)
•A glowing tribute to the ILWU from
Jack A. Burns, last delegate from the
Territory of Hawaii to Congress, who
said the union "laid the foundations
for democracy in the Hawaiian Islands." (See page 6.)
Magnuson said that "those who make
our foreign policy just sit around and
Jet.one crisis after another develop before anything is done about it."
"It's time we took a new look at our
China policy," he said. "I believe historians will find our policy stupid in
refusing to trade with China and pretending that TOO million people just
don't exist."

Page 15

being," Bridges said. "The struggle of
people all over the world to remove the
threat of War, to remove the terrific
burden of armaments is something that
more and more is coming to the front."
"The American people somewhere
along the line," he said, "will decide
that working three months out of the
year for the government is not only
enough, but too much."
NO ANSWERS GIVEN
Bridges said that Americans "are a
courageous and generous people, but
they can get rough. They will want

26,000 Mass
in Capital for
Integration
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

some answers and someone better be
prepared to give us some answers.
"I haven't found anyone yet who can
give answer to the question of how are
we going to put five million people to
work. Our own union is struggling with
this problem and doing a fairly successful job of keeping our people at
work, but that is not enough."
Bridges declared that to consider unemployment of some five million workers as "stable or normal" is "crazed
thinking" and "barbarism."
Foreign policy discussion was stimulated by a special officers report to
the convention on the trip through
Europe and the Middle East by Bridges
and William Glazier, ILWU administrative assistant who accompanied him.
CHALLENGE CITED
Bridges also delivered a verbal report
on the tour, and both reports were accepted by the.convention.
The ILWU president said that the
growing challenge of the new socialist
countries "is their drive to outproduce
us. We have to find a way to get our
share of the markets, too. These countries have moved into markets that we
thought we had sewed up for a long
time. Unless we do something, we won't
be able to meet the challenge.
"It will be the country that reduces
the hours of work, gets the highest
wages, the best medical care, education
and recreation that will win the contest.
Whether we like it or not, we are already in the contest."
FOREIGN POLICY ACTIONS
Foreign policy actions taken by the
convention included:
• A resolution demanding that trade
with China be immediately opened, citing the increased number of jobs which
would be created by such trade and
putting the union on record of an active
letter-writing campaign to the State
Department and to members of Congress.
• A major policy statement on Germany demanding stringent guarantees
that Germany as a reunified- nation
shall not be permitted to be armed with
conventional or nuclear weapons which
give her the ability to wage war and
which urged that the United Nations
take jurisdiction if the major powers
fail to resolve the German dispute.
• A statement on foreign policy proposing cessation of testing of nuclear
weapons, a halt to the use Of force and
violence against colonial peoples demanding freedom and independence, increased economic aid to underdeveloped
countries, step by step mutual disarmament and an end to the boycott of

elections by ILWU and other unions
and reiterating that ILWU will "maintain its political freedom" to throw its
weight "behind any candidate who actively works for a program of peace,
security and jobs."
• Adoption of a tax program to raise
income tax exemptions for lower income groups and to shift tax burdens
to upper income groups and corporations.
•Proposals to liberalize the Longshore
and Harbor Workers' Act.
•Support of amendments to increase
retirement benefits, reduce retirement
age to 60 and provide free medical care
to social security beneficiaries.
•Opposition to pending legislation imposing new controls on unions and urging that "the McClellan Committee and
its anti-labor propaganda campaign
should be eliminated."
• Approval of "a national health program as the only reasonable method of
organizing for better health for all."
•Backing for a series of bills to liberalize and overhaul immigration statutes.
•Support for the Supreme Court's position in extending civil liberties and
backing the Celler-Douglas-Morse civil
rights bills.
•Reiterated the ILWU demand for repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act, asked
pardons for A. A. Fisher, former International Woodworkers Union official,
and Hugh Bryson, former president of
the Marine Cooks & Stewards, both
serving prison sentences under the law's
anti-Communist provisions, and urged
dropping of T-H prosecutions against
Maurice Travis and the Mine, Mill &
Smelter Workers Union.
ALASKA ORGANIZING SET
Jeff Kibre, ILWU Washington representative, said the union's objective in
the political and legislative arena
should be to "convert creeping liberalism into marching progressivism."
The political action statement saw
"no likelihood in the immediate future
of a third party with a progressive
labor-oriented program which will attract any significant measure of labor.
support."
In speaking for the statement, President Charles Duarte of Local 6 urged
delegates "to consider and work for the
formation of a party which would truly
represent the interests of labor, the
small farmer, small businessman. We
are the majority—not the landlords and
the bankers."
The convention adopted a resolution
favoring organization of resident cannery workers in Alaska by ILWU.
On its final day, the convention

WASHINGTON, D. C.—More than
26,000 Negro and white youth jammed
the Capital's Mall area on April 18 to
register public support for faster implementation of the Supreme Court's
school desegregation decision.
Drawn from all sections of the country, the Youth March For Integrated
Schools was liberally peppered with
trade unionists, including four representatives of ILWU longshoremen and
warehousemen. The latter were Cleophas Williams and David Jenkins of
Local 10; Harry Avington and Evelyn
Johnson of Local 6.
After assembling on the Mall, some
blocks from the Capitol, the large
throng paraded to the Sylvan Theater
on the Washington Monument grounds
to hear speeches by the Rev. Martin
Luther King; Roy Wilkins, Secretary of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People; and Tom
Mboya, Chairman of the All Africa
People's Conference.
Highlight of the talks was a call that
the youth demonstration should pledge
itself to a national crusade for passage
The 60-man Hawaii delegation to the ILWU Convention occupied severai
by Congress of the Douglas-Javits-Celler civil rights bill, a measure that fables.
would give the Government authority
world trade in non-strategic goods to approved a resolution establishing a
to effectuate school integration.
special fund to finance rank and file
Before parading, the youth pilgrim- the socialist countries.
age carried their message to the White •A policy statement on trade union delegations to foreign countries. The
House in a meeting with Gerald D. Mor- rights which condemned supression of action, which will go on the referendum
gan, Deputy Assistant to the President. labor organizations in Argentina, Mex- ballot for approval, calls for a $1 asLater it was reported that Morgan ico, and the Union of South Africa, sessment, half to be paid this year and
half next year. Any titled officers or
"showed interest" in the proposals for Aden, Burma and other countries.
getting the Government "to place its • A strong protest against persecution executiVe board members on such delweight behind the movement for the of trade unionists in Greece.
egations would be financed out of the
union's general fund.
LEGISLATIVE ACTION
integration of schools."
The convention adjourned April 10
A major area of discussion and acBanners and signs indicated wide
participation in the March by univer- tion was political and legislative. Reso- after nominating the four titled offisity and college students throughout lutions and policy statements in this cers for re-election without opposition.
the country, with the heaviest concen- field included:
They will be on a referendum ballot
trations from the East and Middle- •A policy statement on political action along with candidates for the InternaWest.
hailing heightened activity in the 1958 tional Executive Board.
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Dressed in hickory shirts and "Bridges' Stetsons," the Singing SeagaIs of
Seattle auxiliary 3 wowed both auxiliary and union conventions with special
rendition of "Union Maid." Mrs. Lovetta B. Olsen was leader of choral group;
Mrs. Ofay Twombley, accompanist. Others: Laura Yerka, Nettie Craycraft, Ora
Lindberg, Ethel Williams, Elsie Lemrnert, and Minnie Donway.

After 16 Years, Job Bias
Made Illegal In California
SACRAMENTO-On September 18
it will become a violation of the law
in California for any employer or labor union to discriminate against any
person because of race, religious creed,
Color or national origin.
A long, hard and ofttimes frustrating battle that began 16 years ago
ended on Thursday, April 16, when
Gov. Edmund G. Brown affixed his
signature to a document known in legislative parlance as Assembly Bill 91,
but now a part of California's Labor
Code.
It is a battle in which the ILWU
played a role from the very beginning.
'MOMENT IN HISTORY'
"This is a great moment in the history of California," said Gov. Brown
as he presented pens used in the ceremony to the four legislators who had
the most to do with piloting the bill
through the Legislature. They were
Assemblymen William Byron Rumford
(D-Berkeley) and Augustus F. Hawkins (D-LA) and Senators Richard Richards (D-LA) and George Miller Jr.,
(D-Martinez).
For Hawkins this was a particularly
gratifying moment. Because it was he
who introduced the first FEP bill ever
presented to the California Legislature
back in 1943. At that time the ILWU
was one of the few organizations in

active support of such legislation.
It was Hawkins, too, who played an
important role in the initiative campaign waged in 1946 to get FEP on
the ballot in California. The ILWU
was an active supporter of that campaign, too. FEP advocates did not have
the resources, however, to combat the
expensive hate campaign waged against
the measure by business interests, and
it took a fearful beating at the polls.
ILWU WAS ON HAND
In succeeding sessions of the Legislature-1949, 1951, 1953, FEP continued to attract more supporters and
to gain more momentum. In 1955 and
1957 it passed the Assembly only to
die in the Senate Labor Committee. Always during those years the ILWU was
on hand, doing what it could to support
the measure.
This year the bill went all the way,
and Rumford—its principal author—
made public acknowledgment at one of
the hearings of ILWU support.
In addition to outlawing discrimination, the bill sets up machinery whereby an aggrieved person may file a complaint against an employer or union.
If the complaint proves valid, the state
can, if necessary, resort to court action to rectify it. Such extreme measures have seldom proved necessary in
other states with FEP laws, howeVer.

OST delegates and observers of the
11 Thirteenth Biennial Convention,
and the subsequent caucus agreed that
the tone of those meetings was of the
very highest level -- mature, thoughtful, and dedicated to action that would
bring the greatest benefits to the greatest number. Mechanization was given
the most serious consideration.
We can recall that it was only in the
last several years that mechanization
as it affects our members on the mainland was given any serious consideration.
Then we saw the rapid developments
taking place in industries affecting our
members in warehousing and longshoring. At this convention and caucus we
could see how mature men face new
situations. No one talked about opposing progress; no one wanted to wreck
machines; and no one talked about
wanting to carry any heavier loads
than necessary, if the machine could
take the loads off our backs.
• Those of us who have made a continuous study of this problem can say
this Much: You'll look a long time before you'll find another union in this,
country that has given it such deep
thought and has made such original,
long-range, far-reaching plans to meet
the challenge of mechanization.
The Seattle meeting will stand out
as another outstanding example of the
ILWU's pioneering in the interests of
its members, and of workers in general.
Our plans for living with mechanization could become a model for others to
follow.
RGANIZING the unorganized remains the fundamental job of a
trade union, and, as we all know too
well, one job that has all but been forgotten in, most places. Yet, as was
brought out in one of the most productive discussions at the convention, the
opportunities for organization are
greater than ever, especially here in the
West, which is now becoming the center
of the United States.
• The hard facts we have to face is

.0

It Seems Governor Brown's Labor
Bills Lack Friends in Sacramento
SACRAMENTO—Governor 'Edmund
G. Brown's program for putting a halter
of state control on California's labor
movement has run into trouble.
Brown's lieutenants are finding the
legislative road tougher than they anticipated. Both his jurisdictional bill
(AB 419) and his so-called union delm o cr a cy bill (SB 209) are behind
schedule.
Labor is unhappy with the legislation and employers are distrustful of
it. It doesn't have very many, friends.
NO RACKETS HERE
To top it all off, a special investigator brought in by Brown from New
York, who spent nine months studying
labor and crime in California, reported
on April 9 that California unions are
virtually free of racketeer domination.
Which is what the ILWU has been
saying all along.
The California Labor Federation has
officially taken a stand of "no position"
on the bills (while working behind the
scenes to amend the measures to the
point where they, can be "lived with").
But the ILWU has been in formal opposition on the grounds sufficient laws
exist to prosecute wrongdoers and labor'can police its own ranks without
the "aid" of class legislation.
Evidence of lack of labor enthusiasm
ifor the measures was reflected in Assembly debate April 16 on A13 419 by
Assemblyman Allen Miller.(D-San
Fernando), which would give the state
Department of Industrial Relations,

unions, was hung up in the Senate Finance Committee.
well .as exert other authority in i the
Nate Di Masi, the ILWU's Southern
field of union jurisdiction.
California District Council representaThis bill has a number of good 'fea- tive here, says he understood the reatures, including the fact it repeals the son was Sen. Stephen Teale (D-West
state's present jurisdictional strike taw, Point), author of the. measure,' hasn't
which is highly objectionable to labor. had the votes to get it out of committee.
But other 'aspects of the proposal, such
Thus, for two weeks running, he had
as the power it gives the state Director it set for hearing but passed it. By the
of Industrial Relations to halt strikes time this' appears in print, however, it
and picketing,.are of grave concern to might have marshalled the votes necesthe ILWU and a number of other sary to get the bill to the Senate floor.
unions.
The other bill (AB 419) was due in
RECEIVES NO LETTERS
the Senate after having squeaked out
Assemblyman Bruce Allen (R-Loa, of the Assembly.
Gatos) told the Assembly April 16, "1
MeanwhItle, two bills backed by the
haven't had a single person in organized' ILWU Hal would require corporations
labor in Santa Clara county. ask me to and business and profesional associavote for this . bill. I haven't had one tions to abide by the same rules the
single letter."
Tealf, bill would impose on unions were
He suggested labor is being "threat- set for hearing.
ened with a political club" on the measOne (AB 1696) relating to the reguure. He wondered aloud if labor was
latiOn
of professional and vocational
being -told if it didn't "keep still and
associations, was scheduled for hearlet this go by without saying anything,
ing April 15, but was put over until
they would be hit with • something
April 29 in order to permit the author,
worse."
John A. O'Connell '(DEmployer distrust of the measure Assemblyman
amend'
it. ,
SF)
to
attempts
has been reflected in repeated
The other bill (AB 1697), dealing
to amend the measure so that it would
be tougher on labor and, failing that, with corporations, Will ,be heard 'May
by other efforts to exempt as many 12 at 3:45 p.m. before the Governmenworkers as possible from. the legisla- tal Efficiency and Economy COmmittee of the Assembly (Room 2170).
tion.
The hearing on April..29 will be beMeanwhile, the companion, bill ..(SB
209)., which. would give .the state Di- fOre the Assembly. Committee.on Pubrector of. Industrial Relations an .ex- lic Utilities and. Corporations -at 3:45
tensive voice in the internal affairs of p.m. in Room'
power to conduct elections and de.Signate collective' bargaining agents as

that you have to keep organizing all
the time these days just to keep what
you have. Where the locals have expressed a desire to keep on organizing,
and not to accept any loss in membership, we have done very well. We've
certainly re-learned one of the oldest
lessons in trade unionism. That is, you
still don't depend on paid organizers,
and professional experts to do the real
organizing spade work. It's still done
only when there's a high rank and file
spirit, and when the attitude of the
membership enthusiastically demands
organization.
The tone and spirit of the convention
sounded very much like an order to
start pushing the old-time enthusiasm
for organizing.
One thing we have to do is look at
Our local picture as honestly as we can,
and make sure not to kid ourselves. As
was mentioned in Seattle, there are
new opportunities available to us. Some
believe that Alaska as a state, promises
new industrial growth, and the trade
union movement — and our own union
— may have a golden opportunity to
grow with the new state.
IN CANADA there's a very stimulating organizational picture. A lot of
progAss has been made, and there is a
lot more to do. For example, for every
waterfront worker in Canada who's organized there must be two waiting to
be organized. The Potential is all there
to be tapped. And the Canadian brothers are putting their local strength together, by consolidating into one big
local. This should build not only a
stronger ILWU in Canada, but
strengthen all of labor in the process.
In the Northwest and Oregon, a great
deal of thought has to be given to more
consolidation of small locals, so that
there can be real strength behind any
organizing drives.
Consolidation is not glways as easy
as it sounds. One musn't forget there's
a human element to be considered. It
takes a lot of understanding of the
long-range view, to be willing to give
up some position or title or authority.
The good of the organization as a
whole must take first place. But we
must never forget the human element.
In California the potential for organization is all there — and that means
thousands upon thousands of workers
who aren't in any union at all, and who
need organization, and tens of thousands more may be moving into new
areas where virtually no organization
exists.
The point worth making again is that
the West is growing, is becoming the
new center of the United States. Inland waterways are going to become
more important, and the barges — as a
case in point — are very often unorganized: Air freight is another growing
field needing union organization too.
At the same time, we must reaffirm
our desires to get closer to other unions,
and realize that the enemies of labor
are growing so powerful that none of
us can go-it-alone any longer. We've
made a lot of friends and allies recently
among other unions at state capitols
and in Washington, as we work together in political and legislative fields.
The same spirit of working together
can be extended to organization as well.
The crusading spirit has been asleep
in the labor movement but it isn't dead.
And an honest union that workers have
learned to trust is the kind that can
best'talk to workers. We have a lot of
"talking-union" we can do on the job,
where- it counts most.

Answer to Who Said It
Solomon Adler, US treasury official in China from 1941 to 1947, in
the April 10 issue of The Nation.
Mr. Adler now lives in London.

