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THE BEAM
By Harry Bridges

Report From Europe
HI

Paris:

OUR DISCUSSIONS in France cov-
ered all three trade union centers.

The French labor movement is split.
Approximately 70 percent of the or-
ganized workers are in the CGT whose
leadership is communist and socialist.
The other 30 percent are either in the
Force Ouvrier (FO) pr in the Chris-
tian Labor Federation (CFTC).
We were able to discuss the prob-

lems of the French workers and the
implications of the new De Gaullist
government economic policies with Be-
noit Frachon, General Secretary of the
CGT, R. Botheran of the F.O. and G.
Levard who is the leader of the CFTC.
When a country as small as France,

suffering a sharp economic crisis with
much unemployment, low wages and
high prices, has three parallel labor
movements competing to organize the
workers, one result is Sure—confusion
and disgust. It isn't surprising that
more workers are unorganized and have
drifted away from t he Libor itiovena:ziL
since the split up in 1947 than ever
before.
The new government is out to recap-

ture the "lost glories" of France. And
President De Gaulle has made no bones
about his intentions of making France
back into a first class power once more.
But with the colonies gone, or going,
rehabilitation seems to add up to more
austerity at home. Subsidies which kept
down the price of bread and coal have
been eliminated, the price of electricity,
gas and public transportation has been
raised, government welfare and social
services have been cut, price ceilings
have been elirhinated. The general line
is one of freezing wages while prides
climb; at the same time the franc has
been devalued, thus making the prices
of all goods imported into France go up.
With the enormous new powers of

the government there is no limit to
what can be done—legally and consti-
tutionally—to carry out this program
in the face of trade union objection or
opposition. So far there has been no
crackdown because the new govern-
mental decrees are only just going into
effect. And the working people are only
just beginning to feel the impact., This
was the problem that concerned all the
trade union people with whom we
talked, from .top level leaders to offi-
cers of the Paris district council of the
CGT, down to dockers on the job in
Le Havre.
There was no unanimity, either of

opinion about De Gaulle, his govern-
ment and its program, or about what
the separate unions should do or even
whether they could or should work to-
gether. On the one hand the CGT has
opposed De Gaulle all the way, even
calling for a general strike last May

(Continued on Page 2)

Convention • The Thirteenth Biennial Convention of theComing ILWU will be held in Seattle, Washington,
at the Hotel New Washington, Second Avenue at Stewart Street, beginning
April 6. Above is a reproduction of the cover of the Call which went out to
locals this week from international headquarters.

ILWU Statement Blasts
Union Control Proposals
WASHINGTON, D.C.—The ILWU in

a statement submitted February 9 be-
fore Senator Kennedy's subcommittee
set forth the opposition of the union to
S505.
The statement follows:
Congressional investigations, aided

and abetted by anti-union employers
and sensationalized by newspaper head-
lines, have created a widespread im-
pression that the American labor
movement is controlled by gangsters,
hoodlums and racketeers, that individ-
,ual members of unions have no protec-
tion against dictatorial and undemo-
cratic practices of designing officials
and that union treasuries and union
welfare funds are being systematically
embezzled. The American public is be-
ing conditioned to be suspicious and
distrustful of unions, and in conse-
quence, skeptical of their aims and
policies.
The national Congress and the indi-

Who Said If?
The destiny of Europe and Asia has not been committed, under

God, to the keeping of the United States; and only conceit, dreams
of grandeur, vain imaginings, lust for power, or a desire to escape
from our domestic perils and obligations could possibly make us
suppose that Providence has appointed us His chosen people for
the pacification of the Earth.

Turn to Back Page for Name of Author

vidna.1 state legislatures are being asked
to pass legislation to regulate and con-
trol unions. In the prevailing ahnog-
phere, even some legislators who are
friendly to the labor movement feel
obliged to support legislation "to pro-
tect the good name of labor" or "to
Insure democratic procedures" or "to
safeguard union treasuries" or "to keep
'hoodlums' out of union office." The
unions themselves, many of them, are
taking the position that some legisla-
tion is inevitable and therefore that
they will fight for the least harmful.

ARGUMENTS CITED
The ILWU is opposed to any such

legislation. We feel that its sponsors
and supporters are overlooking a num-
ber of important considerations.
The principal considerations which

we believe are being overlooked in the
present pellmell drive to appease the
Moloch of an outraged public opinion
are these:
1) While corruption certainly does

exist in some unions no one has charged
that it is anything but exceptional. It
is not characteristic Of any large seg-
ment of the labor movement. This being
true, why use a shotgun approach to
hit at evils which could be dealt with
one at a time by the use of existing
statutes covering racketeering, bribery,
theft and embezzlement?
2) Corruption also exists in many

other areas of American life, but no
(Continued on Page 5)

ILWU in BC
Moves for
Unification
VANCOUVER, B. C.—Cana-

dian ILWU locals, from Prince
Rupert to Vancouver, including
Vancouver Island, held their first
"founding convention" here, Feb-
ruary 1, whose aim was the eventual
unification of all Canadian ILWU lo-
cals, organizing all unorganized water-
front workers and developing solidarity
between all Canadian unions.
In attendance with the large delega-

tions of rank and file members and
officers of Canadian locals were ILWU
international officials, J. R. (Bob) Rob-
ertson, first vice president and director
of organization, Germain Bulcke, sec-
ond vice president, William Gettings,
regional director of the northern divi-
sion and John Malleta, international
board member from Seattle.

YEARS OF PLANNING
-(For background and analysis of the

Canadian convention see J. R. Robert-
son's On the March, on the back page.)
The convention came about after sev-

eral years of discussion and .planning
within the Joint Council of ILWU locals
in -British Columbia. It came at a time
when a significant amount of public
attention has been aroused all over
Canada concerning the relationship be-
tween all Canadian unions and their
parent bodies in the United States.
The move was welcomed here as an

important step toward Canadian auton-
omy and "as a sign of approaching
maturity in the affairs of longshore
people in British Columbia," the con-
vention stated.
Among the most prominent iesolu-

(Continued on Page 4)

Time Running
Out in Pine
Negotiations

, (Special to The Dispatcher)

HONOLULU—"The day of the 'free
rider' is over in the Hawaiian pineapple
industry." This was made clear here
February 11 when ILWU field and can-
nery workers notified seven canneries
and 10 plantations that unless a "no
free rider agreement" is reached by
12:01 a.m. February 16 the entire in-
dustry will be struck. -
In an effort to make certain that no

avenue of settlement has been unex-
plored, Intrrnational Secretary-Treas-
urer Louis Goldblatt, at the request of
ILWU Regional Director Jack W. Hall,
is actively participating in bargaining
sessions with the employers.

Goldblatt, after meeting with union
negotiators, notified the employers that
"the 'free rider' is going to get off the
back of the pineapple workers before
this one is settled."
Other issues yet to be resolved in-

clude wages, classification adjustment,
premium pay for warehousemen en-
gaged in making up, breaking down and
transporting marine shipments.
The agreement which covers wages,

hours and working conditions of about
6,000 pineapple workers expired on
January 31. Immediately prior to Dis-
patcher deadline, negotiating commit-
tee chairman Shiro Hokama reiterated
the union's "determination to settle the
issues involved on the picket line if we
are forced to."

:!4->
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NBC Vs. Integration

GET RID OF HIM
AND EVERYTHING
WILL BE OK

Ilf I

ON SUNDAY, February 1, NBC telecast• a
show called "The Second Agony of At-

lanta." It was presented in the Edgar R. MUTTOW
style, more or less, and it purported to present
the feeling of residents of Atlanta, Ga., toward
scItool integration. The new governor was heard
in his inauguration speech, pledging massive
resistance. The mayor of Atlanta was heard at
his desk speaking words of tolerance and plead- .
ing that schools not be closed over the issue of
integration.

Teenagers, Negro and white, gave their opin-
ion, which varied from the positive to the neg-
ative on both sides. The most eloquent argument
for integration came from a Negro youth who
blasted the "separate but equal" concept to
which the Supreme Court adhered for so many
long years after the 14th amendmeht became a
part of the constitution. He said he had white
friends who had taken him through their schools
and shown him their laboratories with equip-
ment far superior to anything he had found in
his own Negro school. He told, also, of hand-
me-down text 'books in the Negro schools bear-
ing the library stamps of white schools. "Sep- ,
arate" was a fact, "equal" was a fiction.

There was one character on the show, a poli-
tician in the mold of Mississippi's Jim Eastland,
who asserted as a fact that "the No'th has tried
to integrate and made a mise'able failu'e of it."
Pardon the mocking; it's a playback.

C 0 FAR, so good. Both sides were being pre-
sented and the viewer-listeners could make

up their minds according to 'their background,
prejudice or lack of it, and intelligence. But the
narrator of the show, Chet Huntley, was not
content to let it go at that. He summed up at
the end with virtually an apology for presenting
the show. It seemed to him, though he could be
wrong he said over and over again, that if the
"extremists"' on both sides of the question
stepped out of the picture the problem would
solve itself. He directed his "extremist" remarks
particularly at the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Get
NAACP out and the tensions would dissolve!

Of course, television is not only close to Madi-
son Avenue; it is owned by it, and Madison Ave-
nue will try to sell cooling units to Eskimos.
And with an eye on the Southern sales charts,
Madison Avenue isn't going to offend the people
in the South who have the money to spend, and
the people with money to spend in the South ,
don't have black skins.

Chet Huntley, with an eye on the butter,

PHIL ORE'-'.!

picked up the brass check and he knew he was
doing it. His conscience made him say over and
over, "I may be wrong."

FORTUNATELY we do have communication
in our country. NBC, apparently, received so

many protests that it had to cancel a following
Sunday show and put on a begrudging rebuttal;
begrudging in that it included a Southern racist
editor as well as the executive director of
NAACP, Roy Wilkins. We forget the name of
the Southern racist editor, as he will also be for-
gotten in history, but among other specious ar-
guments he said that integration would lower
the standards of the presently all-white schools.

He got in a bit of red-baiting also — the in-
tegration drive had the support qf subversive
elements, it had the approval of Moscow, etcet-
era, etcetera. He presented his argument calmly,
mildly, but it was nevertheless as poisonous as
those of the White Citizens Councils and the
KKK.

Mr. Wilkins was not only just as calm, but he
had truth and reason on his side. He was able
to point out that the Southern editor had ad-
mitted there was not equal opportunity of edu-
cation when he said that educational standards
would be lowered by admitting Negroes to here-
tofore "white" schools.
As to extremism and subversion, Mr. Wilkins

pointed out that it was not Negroes Nvho were
throwing bombs at synagoguesand schools; that
Negroes have been resistant to the wholesale
denial of their rights, but the resistance has
been passive and peaceable.

Maybe the tensions would ease a bit if Madi
son Avenue, NBC and Chet Halley got oUt of
the Picture.
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when it looked like the French army parachutists were ready to
move on Paris from Algeria. The FO has steadfastly refused to
join with the CGT or even to agree with their wholesale condem-
nation of De Gaulle. The CFTC are Somewhere in between these
two positions.
You don't have to be an economic expert to see that this De

Gaulle program won't Work. It won't rebuild France and it won't
raise the standard of living of its people. All it will do is put a
tighter squeeze on the French Working people.

Le Havre:
• E HAVRE and Marseilles are the chief ports of France. We

visited Le Havre during our stay In France among other

reasons because it has a unique system of Sharing the benefits

of increased production among all the registered longshoremen.

This policy seemed worth investigating and studying.

The most important thing about Le Havre, and the reason

why it is the kind of unique port which it is in France, is that

it is 100 percent organized, and all of the workers are in one

union. The CGT. It is the only completely organized one-union

port in France—at least among the major ports of the country.

Le Havre is the kind of a place where they boast that at their

convention last June 600 dockers were decorated for having been

members of the CGT for 30 years without a break. The dock

local has compulsory meeting attendance, once a month, and the -

kind of unity and drive which helped them put together their

own program to meet the employers' drive for piecework opera-

tion. It is certainly the best docker set up we have seen up to

this point.
Although mechanization is no major problem here as in other

West European ports, changes in operation after the port's World

War II darnage had been repaired brought About an employer

demand for 'a piece work program.
The local leaders honestly admitted that their ranks were

split and weakened by this issue. Many of the younger, stronger

men 'were ready ,to go for piece work.
Convinced that piece work would shatter the unity and fight-

ing strength of the union, the 'leadership developed a program
which did not make payments based on individual effort as piece

Work does; it was instead a payment system in which all of the

men shared equally irrespective of how Much effort—or produc-
tion—each one threw into, the common pot. .

FRENCH trade unionists of the Left, Right and Middle all
agreed that the future outlook is a bleak one. And all agreed

that now the French workers are in for the squeeze which in

the past was on the French colonies, Indo-China and Algeria.
These are gone and going, so the workers at home are now in
for the treatment.

Here's a country which hasn't stopped fighting since the end
of World War II. First, Indo-Chinathen Korea, and now Al-
geria. The fighting has bled the country white. There is little
fat around on the French working people and their kids.

One simple trade union lesson we saw illustrated in France:
Never let up driving to raise the basic wage rate.

In recent years French unions have been diverted into all
kinds of fringes, special benefits and bonuses, escalator clauses,
etc. As time passed, the average worker found it impossible to
figure out what he made from week to week. This base rate never
changed; and his take-home was built up by all kinds of special
deals.

The new government just wiped out all these bonuses, and
froze the escalator clauses. In one fell swoop, without touching
workers "wages," they levied a wholesale wage cut in all the
major industries of France. A stroke of the pen did the job—
cutting wages would have been a much more difficult thing to do.

At this writing it seems clear that France is in for some
rough days. And the major problem, as we see it from the point
of view of the working people, is the lack of unity in the trade
union and working class movement. Only this disunity permits
the reactionary politicians and generals of -France to carry out •
the kind of program on which they are now e.,inbarice 

IV (

ITHE UNION studied each commodity going through the port

over a six month period. And the union, unaided by outside
experts or advice, then set down a series of norms for each kind

of cargo. After much haggling ahd negotiating, spreading out

the next six months, the norms were agreed to by the employers

"for 'every type of cargo passing through the port.

Over each four week-24 day—period each gang's production

on each kind of cargo is recorded.' The production is measured

against the norm and all the overs—and ,unders—for the whole

port are then pooled. 
For example, during the four week period just preceding

our visit the whole port had averaged out 14.6 percent over. The

men receive a basic rate of pay on a shift basis. Under their

program each man receives in addition a supplement of 14.6

• percent over his base rate for each shift he worked in the period.

It makes no difference whether his individual output was

high or low, whether he worked with machines or by hand. The

total effort was pooled and each man received the same share.

All employers are pooled and all the men. And when we asked,

(Continued on Page 3)(Deadline for next issue: February 23)
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ALAMEDA, Calif.---The first public
demonstration of Matson Navigation
Company's new 25-ton dock crane for
loading 24-foot aluminum containers
onto freighter decks was held at Enci-
nal:Terminals, Alameda, Feb. 4. ,
While prominent bay area shippers,

Pacific Coast port representatives, ma-
rine. and civic officials, military per,
sonnel and labor representatives
watched; the specially designed crane
hoist eci 75 Hawaii-bound containers to
thet,4cck. of the freighter Hawaiian Re''

40,000 POUNDS
the general principle of the con-

tainer operatio,n is that containers are
loaded with up to 40,000 pounds of
cargo at the shipper.' s plant or ware-
house. Trucking equipment hauls the
container mounted on a specially de-
signed. semi-trailer to the trailer stor-
age yard at Encirial to await the next
ship.,
During loading operations a yard

tractor pulls the trailer to a position
on the dock beneath the crane. The
crane operator guides a "lifting beam"
until it hooks into, the four corners.

Waiiiiat425001110Wiiiaiiiwi let%

As one van carrying 25 tons of cargo
hoists to the ships deck, a specially
to follow it. The vans are hooked onThe container is lift,esUrom the trailer, electrically by self-guided gear. .With invited guests and appropriate speechestravels. out the crane boom,., and is low- Matson Navigation Company demonstrated the new rapid loading gear at En-ered. into position aboard the ship. ' cinal Terminals in Alameda on February 4. Boltom picture shows left to rightOn arriving at the destination port, Randolph Sevier, president of Matson Navigation; G. J. Preston, business agentthe containers are, lifted from he ,ship of ILWU Local 34; Jerry Donovan, president of ILWU.Local 34; and D. I. Dul-and,again placed ,orr, special ,trairers lurn, President, of Incinal Terminals. ,

which are taken to the consignee.
Cargo is handled only two times—
when loading and unloading the con-
tainers.

,lf.AUNCH'EP IN 1958.
Matson cargo container operations

between the West Coast and Hawaii
were launched August 31, 1958, with
the sailing of the SS Hawaiian fi/fer--
chant from San Francisco to Honolultt.
The vessel carried 20 'containers--
loaded with general merchandise, from
beer to. baby food—on her, decks.

New Container Crane
designed jitney pulls another info place

lied in the holds in the conventional
way,. The second phase, based on long-
range plans, called for conversion or
apqpisition of ,vessels to: carry Contain-.
ers exclusively, below decks as well as
above.

Matson's container system ,was de-
signed to provide direct, shipper-to-
consignee freight service in the same
cargo unit a reinforced aluminum
container, 24 feet long, 81/2 feet high
and 8 feet wide....

NCDC Meeting Installs New Officers,
Asks Freedom for T-}1 Victim Fisher

..STOCKTON—New ,officers were in- Hodges of North Carolina, against theMatson's research department began stalled at a meeting here of the North-. rape Conviction of to Negro' * boys,a earaprehen s iV e study of U.S.,; tO, ern California District Council of ILWU , eight and ten years, for kissing a whiteHawaii freight shipping in December, auxiliaries--January 25. • • girl.1956. ,Out Of the study emerged specific Heading the council for 1959 are
To urge repeal of the Taft-Hartleyplans ,for the container program, de- Nadyne Quarter° of Stockton, • chair-
Act."signed, to facilitate freight deliveries ' man; Lyric Wonnacott of Eureka, vice •between shipper and consignee. chairman; Wenonah Drasnin of Oak- To support statehood for, Hawaii

First phase of the project called for
conversion of six Matson C-3 freighters
to carry containers as deckloads, with
regular non-container cargo to be car-

-land, secretary-treasurer; Asta Harman To write President Eisenhower urg-of San Francisco, reporter. mg a pardon for.A1 Fisher, a NorthwestThe council passed these resolutions: labor leader now 'Serving a prison termTo protest to Governor Luther G. under the Taft-Hartley Act.

On The Beam
by Harry Bridges
(Continued from Page 2)

thumbing through the records, what do
you tell the employer, who complains
about low production because his is an
unmechanized-operation they answered,
"If you don't like it, go out and get
machines."
The production norms have not been

changed since they were instituted in
1954. Only new categories have been
added to include goods, which weren't
going through the port in 1954, Accord-
ing to the union, the norms have been so
set that an average supplemental pay-
ment of 15 percent can be earned with-
out the men killing themselves.
The result of all this is the highest

dock wage in all France. And 'a tightly
knit, unified group of men who are paid
for a full shift when they tugp to, no
matter how long a job lasts. Who never
work more than two hours ' overtime,.
and then only When a ship is sailing.
There is clearly an advantage to the

employers because- the men have an
Inducement, to finish up a job as quickly
as possible; the savings in ships' turn-
around and in-social security and other
taxes mount up.
The men in Le Havre call this a pro--

gram of "sharing the benefits for all."

IT WAS in Le Havre, that we heard
of one of the neat touches of the

new De Gaulle government. The dock-
ers had, over the years, built up a
private fund with their employers
through joint contributions. The pur-
pose was to supplement the inadequate
state pension program.
The De Gaulle government abolished

all of these supplemental programs,
merged their assets into the govern-
ment's pension plan and ,raised the
benefits — and the contributions --to.
this plan. As a result, the dockers lost
their private funds and program.
This was confiscation, pure and sim-

ple. But nothing could be, done. It was
all legal; all aboveboard.
Dockers are the same everywhere.

With many of the same prejudices and
attitudes. AVour request they- agreed
to take up to see a warehouse. Ware-
housemen, incidentally, are registered,
dispatChed and paid like longshoremen.
We drove about, got lost.'And someone
mumbled, "you see, we're dockers. We
never go near the warehouses and have
nothing to do with them." True in other
places beside Le Havre.
The warehouse, when we found it,

was a big modern place with overhead
crane and other modern equipment.
But, under union rules, no cargo is pal-
letized here and brdught to the docks:
Pre-palletizing, containers, unit-loads
and other practices with 'which we're
familiar don't exist—or very little—in
Le Havre. Yet they work many U.S.
lines which berth in the port and which
follow practices in France they conr-
plain about in U.S. ports. 1

ILWU Unit OK s
Strike at C&H
CROCKETT, Calif. -- At a stop

work meeting February 9 the Crock-
ett division of ILWU Local 6, ware-
housemen employed at C & It Sugar
Refinery, voted unanimously to
strike. , •
The company's offer of. 1/2c this

year, effective February I, and 71/20'
next year, was unanimously rejected.
The union has reduced its previous
demand of 15c an hour to 9c an hour.
In addition union spokesmen said the
company was adamant in its position
for re-organization that contem-
plates cutting the work force by 32
men because of mechanization which
will result in increasing production
per man from 50 to 60 per cent; The
amount of- overtime in the last year
completely explodes the argument of
the company that they, have excess
,personnel. ••

The union negotiating committee'
is is empowered to call the strike at a
moment's notice. Local 6 has had an '
agreement with C & II for 20 years.
Every effort is being made by the
union to arrive at a settlement.
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The Ladies Served Members of the Ladies Auxiliary of ILWU were on hand to serve luncheon when the
ILWU British Columbia locals held their first convention, in Vancouver, B.C., on Feb-

ruary I. At right is J. R. (Bob) Robertson, ILWU first vice president and director of organization, who addressed the
convention.

United Labor Action Works In Oregon
ASTORIA, Ore.—"This couldn't have

happened a few years ago — I wouldn't
have come, and you wouldn't have in-
vited me," guest speaker Ed Whelan,
secretary of the Portland Labor Coun-
cil, AFL-CIO, told assembled CRDC
delegates and auxiliary members here.
The words dramatized the progress

Oregon labor has made in political ef-
fort since passage of the anti-picketing
bill in 1953 made the union groupings
realize that the schisms 'in their ranks
were benefiting no one but the em-
ployers.
Whelan liked the situation existing

in Oregon at that time to "the letter
just read from your President Bridges
about the unions of France — Oregon
labor was split then, the way it is now
in France."

PAYOFF IN SALEM
It was after the anti-picketing bill

was passed, he said, that the "repre-
sentatives then in Salem from the AFL,
CIO, railroad brotherhoods and your
group, the longshoremen, got together,"
and the United Labor Lobby was born.

Solidarity paid off last week when a
repeal bill (some sections of the anti-
picketing law had been previously de-
clared unconstitutional) passed the
Senate, 17 to 11. An even higher vic-
tory margin is expected in the House.

Other changes the guest speaker said
he had noted at the legislature "since
labor got together at the polls," is the
fact that today there are no less than
14 union card carriers among the sen-
ators and representatives, of whom
Whelan himself is one.
A member of the Firefighters Union,

he represents the North sub-district in
Portland, and "I probably have more
longshoremen among my constituents
than any other legislator."
Whelan had high praise for the

ILWU-CRDC legislative program, and
described the mimeographed report on
what's going on at Salem, which is
mailed to council affiliates weekly, as
"the best of its kind I have seen."

Whelan was introduced by Ernest
Baker, recently re-elected ILWU-CRDC
representative at Salem. Other speak-
ers from the labor lobby Baker has
scheduled to address the council at an

Scrap Cold
• WASHINGTON — Confronting the
present session of Congress is an ap-
peal signed by 42 prominent Americans
to scrap the current cold war foreign

, policy and take immediate steps to
i ease international tensions.

The appeal appeared as a full-page
i ad in the Washington Post. Signers in-

cluded Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Briga-
dier General Hugh B. Hester (USA,

ret.), Nobel prize-winning scientist Li-

nus Pauling, sociologists David Reis-
man, C. Wright Mills and Helen Merrell

Lynd; historians Henry Hitt Crane and

Walter Millis and women's peace leader

Emily G. Balch.
Branding the cold war a failure, the

appeal said it has "left us uncertain,
frustrated, and at. the mercy of events.

Berlin Is the current example. Two

early date include George Brown, state
AFL-CIO political welfare director, and
State Representative Wayne Turner,
from Columbia County, who is a mem-
ber of the paper makers' union.
The council reaffirmed its opposition

to coast guard screening and urged all
affiliates "in compliance with caucus
and convention policy to resist any ef-
forts to impose screening on any com-
mercial job."
The action was taken on the motion

of Portland delegates who said a sim-
ilar motion received unanimous assent
at a Local 8 executive board meeting,
after notices appeared in several papers
that "passes" had "expired" -and the
Captain of the Port wrote the local its
members should "reapply" for clear-
ance.

The delegates voted to send greetings
to the annual meeting of the Oregon

Coastal Ports Federation, slated to be

held April 4 in Coos Bay.

ILWU members serving on port com-
missions were urged to use their influ-
ence to get the port federation on
record for a "resumption of .the tradi-
tional trade pattern with the Orient,
including trade with Mainland China."
It was recalled that at the port federa-
tion's organizational meeting, two years
ago in North Bend, the subject of such
trade revival was raised by Represent-
ative Charles Porter and by ILWU In-
ternational Board member Charles M.
Ross, and aroused much interest.

The next council meeting will be in
St. Helens on March 8.

US Witness in Ohio T-H Case
Exposed as Ed itual Liar'
. . CLEVELAND -- The principal gov-
ernment witness in the Ohio Taft-Hart-
ley case has been exposed by the de-
fense as an "habitual" liar.
On the basis of this new evidence, the

defendants, including former officials
of the United Electrical Workers and
leaders of the Communist party, have
petitioned the U.S. District Court here
to set aside their conviction. They had
been found guilty of conspiracy to evade
the non-Communist oath provision of
the Taft-Hartley Act.
The new evidence brands Fred Gard-

ner, a former UE organizer who turned
stoolpigeon against one-time associates,
as a man whose record is marked by
"habitual lying" and "systematic un-
truthfulness."

A MATTER OF BIGAMY
Gardner testifed at the Cleveland

Taft-Hartley trial that he had no mili-

tary service record. The defendants
charged that he "suppressed the fact

that he was a deserter from the United
States Army."
This fact, they said, "would have

seriously impeached 'if not destroyed

his credibility in the eyes of the jury."

The defense showed that Gardner

War Policy,
months ago it was Formosa, and before

then, the Middle East."
The appeal submitted these proposi-

tions as the basis for a new foreign

policy:
"Whether we like it or not, com-

munist governments control consider-

able portions of the earth; and there is

no indication that this situation• is

going- to change anytime soon."
"War is no longer available to re-

sponsible governments as an instru-

ment of policy because it involves risks

and hazards which can neither be cal-

culated nor controlled.
"Cold war is no solution; it enlarges

and multiplies both the problems of

peace and the causes of war.

"The Asian-African revolt against ig-

norance, poverty, and colonial rule is -

also lied about the time he was fired
as an organizer by the UE, about his
marital life which included a little
matter of bigamy and even about the
time of his birth. He is on record with
three different birth years.

'FEAR OF EXPOSURE'
It was "fear of exposure or prosecu-

tion" for his desertion from the Army,
said the defense, that "led Gardner
initially to lie to an investigative agency
of the government.

The petition for setting aside the con-
viction added that the "same motive un-
doubtedly operated powerfully to slant
or falsify all his testimony so as to con-
vict the defendants in the hope of ini-
munity or repayment."

The defense also charged that the
FBI knew about Gardner's record and
was aware of his perjury at the time he
testified in the Ohio case.

"The knowing use of perjured testi-
mony and the suppression of facts by
agents and representatives of the De-
partment of Justice destroyed the
validity of the proceedings and the
sentences based thereon," declared the
defendants.

ILWU in BC
Moves for
Unification

(Continued from Page 1)

tions passed were those dealing with
the impact of mechanization on the
lives of longshoremen and allied work-
ers, the need for stepping up trade with
China, broadening of higher education
for workers' families, protecting the
public's natural recreational facilities,
and many other items of social im-
provement.

In the area of immediate labor inter-
est, the convention went on record:

To accept, under certain fixed stand-
ards, a certain number of mutual trans-
fers between locals, and give priority
to such transfers before accepting new
members in any local;
To work out plans for central nego-

tiating committees, with the object of
areawide negotiations at the earliest
possible times, in order to avoid past
practices of wasteful individual local
negotiations;

To request an increase in dock in-
spectors, to improve safety conditions;

To conduct necessary research to
study ways and means for Canadian
ILWU workers to share in the fruits
of increased mechanization and auto-
mation;

• To win increased unemployment in-
surance benefits;

To achieve higher differentials in cer-
tain areas where the cost of living is
higher as a result of remote geograph-
ical location;

To encourage the growth of a credit
union to serve the members of ILWU.

Also given high priority at the con-
vention were items dealing with polit-
ical action and labor legislation, includ-
ing a statement of policy opposing
restrictive labor legislation that would
aid free riders in any Canadian version
of "right-to-work" laws. ILWU mem-
bers were urged to work for and sup-
port candidates who are pledged to a

pro-labor program.

Organizing the unorganized will be-
come a major goal of the ILWU of
Canada. It is estimated that there are
some 3,000 waterfront and affiliated
workers still outside the union. The
convention instructed incoming officers
to set up organizational committees to
be responsible for achieving a goal of
complete unionization of Canadian west
coast workers in the near future.

SF Bay Area PAC
Pushes FEP Bill
SAN FRANCISCO — The Political

Action Committee, representing all

ILWU locals in the San Francisco

Bay Area went on record February

11 in unqualified support of the Rum-

ford Fair Employment Practices bill
without amendments.

The committee urged all members

of ILWU to write their respective ,

state senators and assemblymen in
Sacramento asking them to support
the measure.
The joint NCDC and SCDC have

long been on record for FEP.

otables Urge Congress
far from over.
"Our foreign policy, to be effective,

must be consistent with the means at

our disposal and the opportunities at

hand."
The appeal proposed a five-point pro-

gram as "a beginning toward putting

us in a more favorable light before the

World; a beginning toward recapturing

a measure of the confidence and the

good will which we formerly enjoyed

before the advent of cold war; a begin-

ning toward reducing the danger of

war." The five proposals follow:
"Let us abandon nuclear weapons

tests so that the arms race may be
halted and so that genocide may not

be a factor in our plans and never be-
come a factor in our practices.
"Let us encourage and support the

demilitarization of tension areas, util-

izing the facilities and capacities of the

United Nations.

"Let us invite the Soviet Union to
enter into an agreement with us to re-
ject war and the threat of war as an

instrument of policy in our deals with
each other.. .
"Let us give official recognition to

the plain fact that the People's Repub-
lic of China is the Government of China
and therefore it should occupy the
China seat in the United Nations.

"Let us greatly increase economic aid

and technical assistance to other coun-
tries and let us not use such aid as a
cold war device, but let us channel it
through the agencies of the United
Nations."



ILWU Position on Union
Control Given To Senate

(Continued from page 1)
one is proposing a law to regulate local
and state medical associations or bar
associations just because they some-
times condone fee-splitting and mal-
practice on the part of some doctors,
or ambulance chasing, or other un-
ethical practices on the part of some
lawyers. Why are labor unions being
singled out for such special attention?
3) If no one may be a union official

who has been convicted of robbery,
bribery or any of the other crimes
listed in Section 305(a) of S. 505, why
should not the same prohibition be
applied to all other organizations?
Should a man be allowed to be president
of the board of directors of a corpora-
tion if he has been convicted of any
of these crimes? We think it is self-
evident that there are more exconvicts
who are officers of corporations than

• who are officers of labor organizations.
4) Similarly, undemocratic proce-

dures are not uncommon in other
organizations. Why is someone not pro-
posing a statute to regulate the internal
affairs of corporations? A bill parallel
to S. 505 along this line designed to
protect stockholders, might propose to
abolish the wholly undemocratic prac-
tice of using proxies, or it might require
that a majority of stockholders be
present at least at annual meetings.
Why is not the small stockholder en-
titled to the same kind of protection
as the individual union member?

UNIONS SINGLED OUT
The answer to these questiqns is

clear: Unions are not being singled out
because they are more undemocratic
or more corrupt than other organiza-
tions, and not because their members
need any more protection against their
officials than do the members of other
organizations. They are being singled
out because they are unions, because
organized employers are seeking in this
way to gain bargaining advantages.
There is not a single negotiation be-

tween a union and an employer where
the union has not been put at a dis-
advantage because of the ffifor created
by the current investigations. Passage
of S. 505, rather than quieting the
furor, will add to it. Unions will be
harmed even more.
This conclusion is strengthened by

considering the effect on unions of
giving disgruntled members new op-
portunities to appeal internal union
problems to some outside agency. The
employer-lawyers who drafted the Taft-
Hartley law were diabolically clever in
creating opportunities for individual

- •
Families
Asked to Aid
Health Study
SAN FRANCISCO — Some ' families

with Kaiser Foundation Health Plan
coverage are being' interviewed as part
of a nationwide study of medical care
plans.
Among those asked to take part in

this survey are some ILWU families.
The locals have had several inquiries
from their members' on whether or not
they should go through these inter-
views and answer the questions.
The union inquired into the backing

and purpose of the survey, for the in-
formation :of families .asked: to take
part. It's in the public interest, to
gather facts on such matters as the
coverage and adequacy of health serv-
ices in a number of plans across the
country. If yours is one of the families
surveyed, your cooperation would be
helpful. •
The study is under auspices of the

Foundation on Employee Health, Med-
ical Care and Welfare, a joint labor-
management research agency set up by
the International Association of Ma-
chinists and U. S. Industries, Inc.
Conducting the study is the Columbia

University School of Public Health and
Administrative Medicine, under direc-
tion 'of the School's Associate Dean,
Ray E. Trussell, M. D.

, Interviews are at the worker's homes.
The National Opinion Research Center
of the University of Chicago is doing
them for Columbia,

workers, sometimes acting as employer
stooges, to attack the union and' to tie
it up in legal proceedings. Under Taft-
Hartley there are hundreds of suits
against unions alleging discrimination
in hiring.
Now S. 505 would add a new occasion

for action by a disgruntled individual.
Section 301(f) authorizes the Secretary
of Labor, ."upon application of any
member of a local labor organization,"
to remove a union official for cause if
the union's constitution (in the Secre-
tary's opinion) does not contain pro-
visions for removal.
We can imagine nothing more dis-

ruptive unless it is Section 302 which
broadens the right of the disgruntled
individual to bring to the Secretary of
Labor all sorts of charges regarding
the conduct of union elections. With
the adoption of this section the Secre-
tary could expect to be deluged with
protests by men defeated for election
in union campaigns.
To illustrate the real character of

such proposals we suggest that a law
be passed authorizing (and encourag-
ing) a member of Congress who feels
that he has been ill-treated with regard
to Committee appointments to appeal
his case to the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States.
In conclusion, we wish to reiterate

our complete opposition to any legisla-
tion along these lines, whether "mod-
erate" or drastic, whether state or
federal. Any such legislation is discrim-
inatory in character and discriminatory
in intent. It is aimed at weakening
unions and at benefiting employers.
While there is corruption in some
unions there is corruption in some cor-
porations, in some trade associations
and even-in some medical societies. We
do not condone corruption. wherever it
is. But we think no new legislation is
needed to deal with it. The present pro-
posal, in our opinion, is class legislation,
and we consider it to be both unconsti-
tutional and unjustifiable.

North Bend FCU
Shows Big Growth
NORTH BEND — The Fourth An-

nual Meeting of ILWU Local 12 Fed-
eral Credit Union on January 26 dis-
closed assets amounting to $93,757.49
at the end of 1958, compared to $1,-
297.76 when it was organized in 1954.
, Membership now is 420, with share
savings of $79,164.57. A dividend of
4 per cent will be paid on share savings.
Total loans made to members in 1958
amounted to $91,800.76.
Board of Directors for 1959 will be:

Ernst A. Carlson, president; Forrest A.
Taylor, vice-president; Marguerite
Grob, treasurer; Agnes Russell, sec-
retary and assistant treasurer; Marina
A. Yount, educational director. Credit
committee members are George E.
Hardcastle, Cornelius H. Kolen, Roy H.
Johnson. Supervisory members include
Clyde Irion, George R. Morgan, and
Elvina E. Johnson.

February 13, 1959

Gives Report GeorgeWalsh,
secretary-treasurer of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area Longshoremen's Me-
morial Association, delivered the an-
nual report of the association's officers
to the membership February 10.

Building
Association
Adds Directors
SAN FRANCISCO—The San Fran-

cisco Bay Area Memorial Association
at its annual meeting February 10 re-
elected all officers and directors and
added 15 members to enlarge its board
to fifty.
The Association last month opened

and dedicated its $1.4 million audito-
rium-dispatch , hall and administration
.building near Fishermen's Wharf which
it erected for ILWU Local 10.
The annual meeting set up a board of

trustees consisting of the officers and
five other members.

Re-elected were Harry Bridges, chair-
man of the board; Martin Callaghan,
president; William H. Chester, vice
president, and George Walsh, secretary-
treasurer.
Named to the board of trustees were

Frank Hendricks, Benny Hunter, Wil-
liam Kirby, Odell Franklin and George
Pickering.

Scrolls of honorary membership were
presented to Henry Hill, AIA, designer
of the buildings, and Louis J. Cohn, the
association's building consultant. The
latter's son, Louis J. Cohn, Jr., accepted
on behalf of his father who was out of
the tity.
The citations: to Hill, "for his talent,

skill, brilliant execution of design and
fraternal devotion to our needs:" to
Cohn, "for his wise advice and counsel
as our building consultant, 'and for his
fraternal devotion to our needs,"

Lawrence Spivak Rapped For His
Discourtesy In Quizzing Mikoyan

Mikoyan's visit to the United States
was an occasion that once again dem-
onstrated the .irresponsibility of a sec-
tion of our news media. A particularly
flagrant example of unprofessional con-
duct was Lawrence Spivak's perform-
ance on the "Meet the Press" (NBC)
television program January 18.

It was Spivak's job, along with other
members of the panel questioning Mi-
koyan, to obtain answers to significant
questions dealing with the relations
between the United 'States and the
Soviet Union. Spivak, smearing and
abusive, frequently interrupted Miko.•
yan's interpreter, and finally closed the
program with an harangue that was as
irrelevant as it was ill-mannered..
Spivak took advantage of the fact

that Mikoyan consented to appear on
this "show"—a more apt description
than "program"—to attempt to turn
it from an interview into a personal
debate between himself and the Soviet
Deputy Premier. Spivak's tactics, which
promptly will bring him complimentary

mail from the lunatic fringe; was an
insult to intelligent viewers, who want-
ed to hear Mikoyan, not Spivak. Spivak
rather obviously imagined himself in
the role of' secretary of state arguing
with Mikoyan rather than as a mere
reporter attempting to elicit informa-
tion from the Soviet official,

—Frontier, February, 1959

CRDC Asks Amnesty
For T-H Victims
PORTLAND, Ore. —The ,Columbia

River District Council on December 14
called for repeal of Taft Hartley, and
wrote members of the Oregon and
Washington congressional delegations
urging them to seek amnesty for all
victims of the repressive law, council'
Secretary Kneeland Stranahan said
here.
The group's lobby at Salem is press-

ing for a, congressional memorial ask-
ing for repeal of the "right to work"
section of the law.
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Bill to Aid
Depressed
Areas Backed
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Against a
background of continuing high unem-
ployment, a group of liberal senators,
numbering 33 Democrats and 6 Repub-
licans, have joined to reintroduce a
broad aid for depressed areas bill.
A similar measure was vetoed last

year by President Eisenhower and its
pigeon-holing was said to have figured
prominently in the loss of several Sen-
ate seats by the Republicans.'

Chief sponsors of the new bill, S. 722,
are Democrats Paul Douglas and Jo-
seph Clark, and Republicans John Sher-
man Cooper and J. Glenn Beall. A com-
panion bill in the House, H.R. 3466, has
been introduced by Rep. Daniel J. Flood
(D-Pa.).
The measure would authorize loans

totalling $300 million and grants of $75
million to industrial areas suffering
from chronic unemployment and to de-
pressed rural areas. Another $4.5 mil-
lion would be available for technical aid
to redevelopment areas. -
Spending proposed under the legis-

lation represents another challenge to
. the Administration, which asked for
only $55 million, all of it limited to
loans and technical assistance, as part
of its "budget-balancing" program.
Senator Douglas, a principal backer

of the distressed areas legislation, said:
"We believe that conditions are such
that the President will not veto the bill
at this time."
This was a reference to the wide

number of continuing pockets of unem-
ployment. As reported by the Labor
Department's Bureau of Employment
Security, more than half of the Nation's
major employment areas showed a sub-
stantial labor surplus—unemployment
exceeding 6 per cent—in January, 1959.
The latest report, listing 76 of 149

major job areas in the over 6 per cent
jobless category, contrasted with the
less than one-third-45 areas—in the
same classification in January 1958.

Jobless Pay
Bills Backed
In Olympia
OLYMPIA—An improved outlook for

labor-backed legislation at the current
session of the Washington state legis-
lature is seen by union spokesmen here.

Introduced at the request of Gover-
nor Albert Rosselini is H.B. 84 increas-
ing maximum unemployment com-
pensation payments from $35 to $44 a
month and minimum payments from
$8 to $14. The bill would also lengthen
coverage to 30 weeks instead of 26.
An escalator clause would increase pay-
ments if wages go up.
Three ILWU-backed bills are de-

signed to improve the state's industrial
insurance law. Another ILWU bill, set
to be introduced soon, would raise com-
pensation payments for injury amid loss
of time by 25 percent.

Another bill, expected to attract con-
siderable attention, would require. Ia-.
belling of hazardous substances in
packages or containers for transit.
The ILWU is also backing a proposal

for a statewide referendum on a Con-
stitutional amendment to make possible
a graduated net income tax on all in-
come in excess of $10,000 per year.
On the other side are three measures

regulating labor unions, patterned gen-
erally after the Kennedy-Ives bills in
the US Senate.
The ILWU is cooperating in a joint

labor lobby with all other unions.
Edson' Stallcop, president of the ILWU
Puget Sound Conference, is the ILWU
lobbyist in Olympia.

Beck Gets Award
For Organizing
LOS ANGELES—Second award of

$50 for aid in organizing a new plant
into Local 26 was presented to George
Beck, local member at Berg Pipe and
Steel at the union meeting January 23.
Beck won the award for helping or-

ganize A-1 Iron & Metal Co., which
after a recent 3-hour strike signed the
scrap 'metal contract,
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THE NEED FOR NATIONAL HEALTH L
WE AMERICANS are very provincial. We tend

to be smug and self-satisfied. In the field of
medical care, at least, we have no reason to be smug
or satisfied. Our hodge-podge system of medical care
is chaotic, archaic, stupid, wasteful and irrational.
Our patchwork system is far from the best and is

certainly not the only way of providing medical care.

We have only to look at the medical care systems of
other nations to realize this.
The first thing that strikes you when you look at

the medical care systems of other advanced nations

is that the government plays a far greater role than
in the. U. S. Aside from countries in the Socialist

bloc, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, the United King-

dom, Sweden, France, Greece, Iceland, Italy, and ,the

Netherlands have governmental intervention to a
greater or lesser degree. The system may be part

of a compulsory social insurance system, or a .public

service supported by taxes or a voluntary social in-

surance program which is subsidized by the state,

or a mixture of these. In this article we will ex-
amitie the British system not because 'it is perfect,

but because it represents the logical next step for-

ward for us.
The National Health Service in Britain is a public

sen ice supported by taxes. It is now ten years old

and it can no longer be regarded as an experiment.

Dr. Paul F. Gimmill, Economics Professor at the

University of Pennsylvania, made a seven-month

study of the British system in 1956. A report of his

sur-ey was published in the San Joaquin Medical

Society Bulletin for October, 1958. He asked the

British doctors, "Do you regard the Service, or some-

thing of substantially the same nature, as a perma-
nent British institution—that is, is it here to stay?"

The answer of 98.5 percent was "yes." He put the

same question to a cross section of non-medical

people and the answer was almost unanimously—yes.

Doctors are free to practice
Privately, under Service or both

ADOCTOR can remain in private practice, or he

can practice under the Service, or do both. Most

British doctors practice exclusively under the Service.

All persons have free choice of doctors. Any per-

son can join the Service by signing up with a doctor

of his choice in it. Once he does this, he not only

gets the comprehensive services of this Personal doc-

tor—but through him, all the other facilities of the

National Health Service—specialist care, hospitaliza-

tion, dental care, eye care, and free medicine, regard-

less of price.

Under the Labor government, everything was free.

The Conservative Government has modified this by

putting in certain relatively small charges.

The National Health Service doctors are not paid

by their patients, but by the Government. The 
doctor

gets a fixed amount per year for each patient on his

list. Their average income is about $7,777 a year in
U. S. purchasing power, plus a pension system. The
whole subject of pay for doctors ,j.s now being studied
by a Royal Commission.
About 95 percent of the people, 95 percent of all

doctors, 97 percent of all dentists, practically all the
opticians and druggists, all the teaching hospitals

and about 90 percent of the non-teaching hospitals

are in the National Health Service system. The sys-

tern employs over half a million persons, of whom

about four-fifths are full-time workers.

The doctors have an average of 2,283 persons each

on their list, 53 percent have less than this average

and only a handful have the maximum allowable,

3,500 patients. In his survey, Dr. Gimmill asked

these busy doctors "With your present list of pa-

tients, do you find it reasonably easy, or difficult,

or about impossible to give them what you regard

as adequate medical care?" Almost three-fifths (59

percent) said they found it reasonably easy; 38 per-

cent found it difficult, and only 3 percent said it was

impossible.

Most doctors-92 percent say,
Hospital admission is prompt

HOW LONG do you have to wait in the doctor's

office before you see a doctor? Dr. Gimmill's

survey indicated that 20 percent had often or occa-

sionally had ,to wait as long as an,hour and a half

before getting attention, while 80 percent said they

had almost never waited so long. Waiting time in

the vast majority of outpatient clinics now rarely

Nurses training is stressed in Engtand. St. Helier Hospital a
t Carshalton, Surrey, is one of the largest and

best equipped in Britain and was the first to open as a trai
ning school with the block system by which stu-

dents do their theoretical and practical training at different 
periods, 'thus lessening the strain under which

they work. No girl is asked to sign her agreement until she 
has been training for three months, and 99 per

cent decide to continue.

exceeds 30 minutes and is frequently less, according

to a recent statement of the Minister of Health.

Both before and since the start of the National

Health Service, there has always been a shortage of

hospital facilities in England. Most hospital patients

are cared for in wards. There is available a relatively

small number of private and semi-private rooms, for

which extra charges of $5.60 and $11.20 a week are

charged. In the case of medical necessity, even these

are supplied without charge on a priority basis.
In his survey Dr. Gimmill asked, "Would it be cor-

rect to say that 'an emergency case can always get -

into hospital promptly'?"--the answer from 98 per-

cent of the doctors was an unqualified "Yes."

In the early days of the Service, a notion found

some currency that patients who really needed hos-
pital care were being kept out because the beds were

occupied by people with minor ailments. When Dr.

Gimmill asked the British doctors about this, 77 per-

cent said -it almost never happens, 20 percent said

it happened occasionally, and only 3 percent said it

happened frequently.
The best test of any system is the experience of

people under it.
When asked whether they. yvere ,now.. get,ting satis-

factory treatment of the several kinds provided by

the Service, 91 percent said "yes," and 9 percent said

When asked about the quality of the home service

supplied, 98 percent of those who had used these

services voted them quite satisfactory.

What about those patients who had suffered seri-

ous illnesses, including hospitalization for as much

as a year or more? Seventy-six percent of I these

serious cases reported they had had excellent care;

18 percent said good care; 3 percent said the care was

fair, and 3 percent, poor. Dr. Gimmill compared these

replies with the incomes of these patients and found

that economic status shad little if any influence on

the answers.

Vast majority of general practitioners
Say medical needs are better met

DR. GIMMILL asked the general practitioners "Un-

der the Service, are the medical needs of the

country as a whole being better met, less well met, -

or cared for 'about the same' as before?" Eighty7
seven percent said better met; 3 percent said less

well met and 10 percent said about the same.
He quotes an over-all appraisal of the service by

a Conservative member of Parliament which seems

quite fair. He said, "You know, we do not yet have
a first class, but only .a second class, health service.

However, before 1948 it was only fourth class. It

has been improving ever since, and bye and bye we

shall have a Service that is truly first class."
The estimated cost of the Service for the fiscal

year 1958-59 is about 2.1 billion dollars in U. S. money

—or almost 3.7 percent of Britain's national income.
This figure is quoted from the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association, June 1958. This provides

truly comprehensive care to practically the entire

population without discrimination based on income

or any other basis.
According to the National Income statistics of the

U.S. Department of Commerce, we spent about $12.1

billion in 1956 for medical care. This is about 3.5

percent of U. S. National Income in that year.
If the $5 billion of governmental health expendi-

tures is added, the total comes to $17 billion or about

5 percent of our national income in 1956.

. For this expenditure only about one out of five

Americans receives anything approaching comprehen-

sive medical care.
In Britain they provide comprehensive medical care

at a cost of $156 per family per year. As a matter

of fact,. the British costs would be lower than this if

they adopted group practice on a wider scale..

Even in this country most of our more compre-

hensive prepaid service plans, cost about $200 per

family per year. The ILWU Longshoremen's cover-
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age, one of the most comprehensive, including dental

care for children and health care for pensioners, costs

$176 per family unit per year, with an average of

2.8 persons per family.

US can afford comprehensive
Care organized rationally
TO PROVIDE comprehensive medical care the way

things are done under private practice in the

U. S., the biased AMA estimates it would cost about

$450 per family a year—just about three times as

much as in Britain.
Put very simply, this country Can afford compre-

hensive medical care provided it is organized ration-

ally and efficiently, and therefore at reasonable cost.

Enormous savings are possible. It is possible' by

offering services designed to prevent disease or in-

jury. It is possible by emphasizing early diagnosis

and prompt treatment. It is possible by organization

of service outside the hospital to reduce, the fre-

quency and duration of hospital care and unnecessary

surgery. Group practice makes all of these 'possible,

and it also makes possible sizeable economies- in use

of professional staff, division of labor and use of

medical specialists, as well as great administrative

economies. It is possible to eliminate all the unneces-

sary costs and abuses of , commercial insurance sys-

tems—which siphon off a good deal of health money

for sales, profits and administration—and which

have tended to inflate the costs of medical care and

to encourage unnecessary use of hospital beds and

operating room's.
• Ire many respects the situation was analogous to

the need for low cost public housing. Private enter-

prise in medicine simply could not provide the health

care people needed at prices they could afford to pay.

There was a need for a public program of some s6rt.

Just as there were many public housing programs

—there were many public health proposals. We had

one in California sponsored by Governor Warren.

The Murray-Wagner-Dingell bill was perhaps the

most prominent on a national scale.
Considering the political climate •of those . years,

with the New Deal in power, labor organizing mas-

sively and exercising certain pressures, and the

people as a whole moving forward, most people con-

fidently expected the passage of some sort of national

health legislation. ,

The AMA diverted the people
Away from a National plan -
BUT WHAT HAPPENED to this picture? 1-Tow. come

no legislation was passed?

The major reason was that the American Medical

•
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Association mounted a massive campaign with a $3.5

million war chest to stop this trend toward "socialized

medicine." They succeeded in damming up the cur-

rent.
But they could not have succeeded had they not

been able to divert the popular current into channels

which were more acceptable to them, and which re-

lieved the pressure on the dam they had erected.

The major channel was the promotion of various

voluntary insured plans. The people were sold the

"American Way" in the form of a package of Blue

plans, or private insurance company plans. Not hav-

ing any choice, millions bought these plans.

Then the political picture changed. The war had

ended and the New Deal was dead. The Truman era,

and the cold war era had begun—all of which strength-

ened the AMA in its "anti-socialist" campaign. Since

this was a relatively unfavorable time for progressive

political action, unions took the easier road of col-

lective bargaining with employers for health care for

their own members. They bargained for and gener-

ally got what the AMA and the insurance companies

were willing to sell them. Moreover, most unions

were diverted completely away from political action

for national health legislation by their own local suc-

cesses in collective bargaining.

From the very beginning, however, unions have

realized that their local successes in collective bar-

gaining were severely limited. The experiences of

their members under these plans have taught them

an expensive lesson about the inadequacies of these

plans. -
Labor can continue along the road it has been trav-

elling for the last decade or so. This is the road of

slow improvement of coverage through collective

bargaining. Unions will unquestionably travel this

road, because it is a, road that is open and the mem-

bership will continue to press for improvements.

But if labor restricts itself to collective bargaining

alone, it will be missing the great opportunity of this

era.
For now once again, the political picture has

changed. There is certainly a possibility that politi-

cal action can now be „successful.

The problem of the low income
Group cannot be met piecemeal
,DCrLITICAL ACTION for national health legislation

can provide greater benefits at less expense .to all

people. It can do this by making basic changes in

the way medical care is organized and provided and

financed.
We're approaching this problem on a piecemeal

basis. We have already taken care of some groups

by legislation—groups .like veterans and their fami-

lies, and crippled children. The Forand bill to provide

medical care for the aged is now on the legislative

agenda.
But the problem of the biggest group of all—the

low income group—cannot be solved on a piecemeal
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Under Britain's national health service patients are
now treated for mental sickness with no more embar-
rassment than if they were physically ill. Patients run
their own sports clubs, cafeterias, social clubs and
libraries. Male patients work on the hospital farm
while female patients give a helping hand in the laun-
dry. Here a physical training instructor is teaching

posture and balance: the sense of physical well-being
will better the state of mind.

basis. For this group we must have National Health

Legislation.

In 1952, the President's Commission on the Health

Needs of the Nation said, "We set as a goal for this

nation a situation in which adequate'health personnel,

facilities and organization make comprehensive health

services available for all, with a method of financing

to make this care universally accessible."

This goal will never be reached by collective bar-

gaining alone: That path can only be tortuous and

slow--and promises only very limited results.

Political a&ion alone can bring about this vitally

necessary change.

Comprehensive health care will be provided by the

government eventually—just as education is now.

The above article concludes the discussion

started in this space January 16. Comments from

readers will be welcomed.

Congressman Porter Finds No Blood
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Offi(e)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Wild stories of a blood

bath in Cuba have been branded untrue by Rep.

Charles Porter after an on-the-ground investigation.

Instead of believing these press reports and con-

demning the revolutionary Government, we should

extend to Fidel Castro and his supporters "our sym-

pathy, our forbearance, and our support," says the

liberal Oregon Democrat, whose district includes the

port of Coos Bay.

Porter's defense of the new regime came in the

course of a report to the House of Representatives on

a two-day visit to Cuba late in January. Invitations

for a first-hand study of developments had gone to a

number of lawmakers but only Porter and Rep. Adam

Clayton ,Powell of New York accepted.

The Oregon•Congressman, who has' emerged as a

hero to partisans of Democracy in Latin-America,

explained the purpose of his trip in these words:

"Because I had long admired Castro as a brave fighter

against Batista and because I want to do whatever I

can, however little, to help the new Cuba to be demo-

cratic, I accepted an invitation from Fidel Castro and'

the Cuban News Reporters Association . . . to visit

Havana."
Porter related that he attended the mammoth

'Havana rally of January 21, spoke with Castro, with

President Urrutia, whom he had known previously,

with cabinet ministers, with 26th of July leaders, with

seasoned newspaper reporters, and with ordinary
Cubans--both rich and poor.

On the basis of his discussions and observations,

Porter took strong issue with charges widely circu-

lated in this country that the revolutionary govern-

ment, at the instigation of Fidel Castro, has engaged

in a "blood bath." Porter declared:
"No, I do not believe that there has been any

blood bath in Cuba, nor do I believe that Castro and

his 26th of July movement are denying fair trial to

accused war criminals, although I believe their pro-

cedures should be much improved."
"Persons critical of the trials and executions are

not, in my judgment," he noted, "fully informed, often
through no fault of their own. They do not realize

the magnitude and high morality of the revolution."

Later, Porter amplified his critical reference to

trial "procedures" by explaining he told Castro "I,

thought it was wrong to hold war crimes trials in the

Sports Palace and to allow unrestrained press, radio,

and TV coverage."

The following day, Porter went on, Castro ordered

an end to the circus quality of the trials and provided

for fair legal procedures. This move, according., to

the Oregon Democrat, demonstrated that while the

youthful revolutionary

leader is not infallible, he

has an ability to learn and

wishes to do the right

thing.
Of the revolutionaries

as,a whole, Porter had this

to say: -"The Castro men
are restrained, disciplined,
and dedicated to their

task. They are not a rab-
ble in arms."
"The rebels 'tortured no

one," he asserted. "They.
shot no prisoners. Even
after Victory there is no
report of looting or vio-
lence by them. Theirs is a
crusade for an honest and
terror-free Cuba, not a
conquiStadorial drive for
wealth and power." Rep. Porter

"Since Castro took over in Cuba," his report con-

tinued, "there has been respect for civil liberties. The

press has been entirely free. Many journalists have

roamed all over the Island with notebook, tape-

recorder, and movie camera."
As against the current open-door policy for the

pregs and observers, Porter pointed out that stringent

censorship was imposed during Batista's reign of
terror.

"'Official' 'acts of cruelty and murder were kept
out of print," he said. "Huge sums of money were
spent by the Government to bribe both publishers
and reporters. It is no wonder that many persons in
the US thought Castro's insistence on the 'continuance
of these trials harsh and ominous."

Porter denied that any accused war criminals had
been deprived of elementary due process or unjustifi-
ably executed. He said veteran Havana newsmen "were
convinced that the men executed deserved execution

•ath in Cub
and that they had had a fair opportunity to defend

themselves at their trials."
Porter quoted Castro as saying: "If I allow, just

one man to be killed unjustly, I destroy my whole

movement."
After lengthily reviewing the "blood bath" charges,

Porter went on to suggest that Castro and those

around him are making an honest and sincere effort

to establish a democratic government for Cuba. They

must be permitted some "mistakes," he warned, since

many of them are "amateurs in politics."
"They will need help and forbearance," Porter

said, "until they learn how Cuba can be governed
effectively in conditions of honesty and human free-

dom."
"Fidel Castro can mean democracy at long last

for Cuba or he can mean disillusionment and another

strong man *government. His present reign is char-

acterized by confused disorganization but much good

will and dedication in 'preparing for a democratic

Cuba."
Guidance for Castro and the new Government,

suggested Porter, should come from experienced Latin

American democrats. These he named as Governor

Munoz-Marin of Puerto Rico, Costa Rican ex-President

Jose (Pepe) Figueres, Colombian President Alberto

Lleras Camargo and Venezuelan President-elect Ro--

mulo Betancourt.
"These men can tell him much he needs to know

' about relationships with Cuba's immediate neighbors,
the United States, and Soviet Russia," declared Por-
ter, adding: ••

"Fidel Castro has it within his power to win a
place in the history books as a great builder of Latin
American democracy as well as a guerilla leader of
a highly popular revolution."

In order that Castro realize his potential, Porter
voiced the feeling that he should take time out for
contemplation and study. As though in reply to this
suggestion, Porter then said:

"My bet is-that he will find time to think. Cuba's
emerging democracy will be realized without still an-
other blood detour."

The Oregon Congressman concluded his report with
the hope that "many of my colleagues and other fel-
low citizens will have occasion soon to visit Cuba and
to see for themselves what a tremendously significant
revolution has taken place."
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Pride of Local The ILWU dockers, topflight union team in the Los13 Angeles area, is now invading Northern California tochallenge leading basket ball teams. Left to right are coach Mark Pesusich,Local 13 welfare director Ben McDonald and team captain Nick Trutanich.

Pride of Local 13 Meets
Top SF Basketball Teams
SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU

Dockers, pride of Local 13 and the Los
Angeles harbor area, have invaded the
San Francisco area to meet top basket-
ball teams.
The Dockers, playing independent

ball this year due to a late start, have
proven to be the surprise of Southland
AAU basketeers. Boasting a 6-2 record,
the Dockers tangled with the defending
southland AAU champs, Wagner Golf,
and the champs were hard pressed to
subdue the ILWU 87-76.

Invitations are pouring in for games
and the Dockers plan to take part in
the AAU playoffs, Southern Pacific As-
sociation. Glendale has invited the
Dockers to participate in the Sam
Barry Invitational, and the San Pedro
Y's Medal Tournament will command a
lot of attention from the Longshore-
men who plan on copping the local
event.
-'The Pedro Dockers hope to stimulate

Interest in the Bay Area so other locals
will sponsor various sporting events
that could wind up with sectional and
regional playoffs with the winners tak-
ing on the Hawaii longshoremen for
the ILWU Championship.
The Longshoremen team from San

Pedro is captained by 6-51/2 Nick Tru-
tanich former Portland University star.
The 235-lb. Nick is a full book member
of Local 13 and is a hold man. 6-71/2
Cal Garvin is a center from Loyola
and teaches History at nearby Nar-
bonne High School; 6-6 Bob Benedetti
was all CIF from San Pedro High and
will be attending USC on a scholarship
in 1960. Bob just turned ,18. Marco
Benede•tti, old-time dock man and
staunch Union man, is the proud father
of Benedetti. 6-3 John Gwartney at-
tended Harbor J. C. and will make
UCLA 'hi home for the next few years.
Marion Podue 6-3 attended Harbor J. C.
and George Padavan 6-3 prayed varsity
ball for Oregon U. Bobby. Moon 6-3 at-
tended El Camino J. C. while. Crab
Brajich 6-2 and Tony Zankich 6-2 are
products of San Pedro High School.
Big reason for the Pedro longshore-

men motoring to SF was to keep a
date February 13 with the powerful
Olympic Club basketball club. Scene of
the action was set at Kezar Pavilion.
The SF club is the oldest Athletic Club
in the country and is now in its 99th
year. Coach Carl Minetti's Winged f`0"
is led by all-Coast Conference,Ron Tom-
sic, who while at Stanford was chosen
to clay on the 1956 US Olympic Basket-
ball Team.

February 17 at Letterman Hospital
Gym at the Presidio, the Dockers tangle
with Coach Hal Fisher's Sixth Army
Champs, considered by experts to be
the strongest AAU Service team in the
world. The Soldiers are sparked by Jack
Vfisivich and Frank Evanglho, Harry
Lux guard from Michigan State and
John Perry guard from San Jose State.
Suncgy afternoon following the play-

off for the Chinese Youth Invitational
Championship, the Dockers will be
hosted by the crack San Francisco
Chinese quintet. Scene of action will be
at the Chinese Recreation Center in the
heart of SF Chinatown. Game time will
be in the afternoon. This is the final
day of Celebration of Chinese New Year,
and Local 13 Dockers consider it a high
honor to be chosen by Percy Chu, man-
ager of the SF club, to participate in
the celebration.
The Dockers' team manager, Cece

Gregory, and coach Mark Pesusich have
brought a ten man squad along with
equipment manager Dick- Gilbert,
trainer Butch Geyer and scorer Joe
Argento. —Jim Conway

• •
Pealing and Wirin To Speak
Linus Pauling, Nobel peace prize sci-

entist, and A. L. Wirin, noted Civil Lib-
erties attorney, will speak February 20
at California Hall in San Francisco at
a mass meeting on the Powell-Schu-
mann "treason" case.

Letters to the Editor
The Bridges Tour
Editor:
Harry Bridges' article of his expe-

riences in London brought back a few
nostalgic memories of my three months
stay there back in 1901. I shipped out
of New York on SS Georgic (White
Star Line) March of that year, a cattle
boat. Twelve days later we landed in
London where I put in eight days work-
ing a few hours longshore on Tilbury
Docks, staying at one of the Rowton
Houses (Lord Rowton built three
there) 6 pence per night. You had a
small alcove (guess that is proper
name) and a locker. There was a large
mess hall and a commissary where you
could buy food, also a great big stove
to cook your meals, rock bottom prices.
After two weeks exploring the won-

ders of London; I got a job at the Cam-
den Goods Depot pushing a truck for
London • Northwestern R.R. 60, hours a
week for one quid, boarded with my
checker for 12 or 14 bob a week,(wash-
ing included). They treated us well but
it was rough, so at the end of six weeks
landed a job with Marshall & Snell-
grove, one of the largest Draper Shops
in London (Peter Robinsons, Picadilly
Circus).
They put me on as wagon boy helping

to deliver goods all over the city, visited
all the Lords, Dukes and Princes (via,
back door) homes. The pay was 18 quid
a year plus quarters, and five meals a
day (English meals) beer or tea plus
crackers and cheese 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
—supper 7 p.m. I worked during month
of June when they had big sales- and
hours from 6 a.m. sometimes to mid-
night when I helped out in shipping
room. (Guess Harry isn't. having it
that tough ? ?)
Now on the pension it seems hard to

believe that each month my check is
bigger than the one received for a
whole year's work with' Marshall &
Snellgrove, the pound was worth five
bucks in 1901. Just a word to say that
those in charge of the pension fund
have been wonderful in their keeping
u§' old tirWe'rs in touch as to what 'is
going on, Henry Schmidt, Herman
Stuyyelaar, ete.

R. D. Buckley,
Local 34,
Palo Alto, Calif.

Old-Timer's Complaint
Editor:
I have written -to members of the

Washington and Oregon Congressional
delegations with respect to the discrim-
ination against, the old timers in ,the
social security law. We made payments
when wages were low and when a dol-
lar was a dollar. Now our pensions are
sub-standard.
There must be thousands in the same

boat I am in throughout the country—
I know there are among your old tim-
ers, as I have met and talked with

If all of us were to write on
Congress, we might be able to get
something done at this session. Un-
fortunately too many of us are satisfied
with the crumbs that fall from the
bosses' table, and won't waste -four
cents on the postage. I know yours is
a fighting newspaper, and I hope there

Australia Learns All About
Union Control Legislation
BRISBANE, Australia—What union

control legislation means to Australian
labor was spelled out recently by the
Building Workers Journal. The journal
said that government commissions and
courts have the power under Aus-
tralia's Federal Arbitration Act to:
Conduct secret ballots of union mem-

bers, whether or not the union desires
it. •
Set aside an award, for any reason

it considers desirable.
Hold up the progress of an election.
Remove an official from office.
Install in office another union mem-

ber, or "another person" including a
non-member of the union.
Declare an election void.
Declare an elected official "not

elected." •
Declare "another perSon" to be

elected.
Hold a fresh election.

• 4

Alter a union's rules to enable a new
election to be held.
The Australian Industrial Court can

impose these penalties for alleged vio-
lation or evasion of the act:
Fine a Union up to $1,500 for con-

tempt.4
Fine a union official up to $600 or

12 months' jail for contempt.
Fine a union official $300 for urging

members to refrain from working or to
"go slow" or otherwise to violate an
arbitration award.
Fine a union member $60. for failure

to comply with any order or award.
The Journal's article concluded on

this somber note:
"In our country, the employers, act-

ing through their Tory political mouth-
pieces, have succeeded in putting the
block back, legally at least. Unions are
no longer free to control their own af-
fairs."

is some way you can take up the cudg-
els for us.

Emil Hendrickson,
Astoria, Ore.

Who Are We Kidding?
Editor:
Most of us as union members aren't

afraid to stick 'up for our union, and
we brag about the conditions and wages
that we have been able to gain through
some pretty tough periods of negotia-
tions. In fact, when we run into fellow
workers, neighbors and sometimes even
strangers who don't think too much of
unions, we proceed to straighten them
out.
This is good. But what has happened

to our -union thinking when it comes
to the things we buy and use every-
day ? Do we make sure that these are
made or sold by union people?
No, I'm afraid not in too many in-

stances. Why? Because we are too in-
different, and in some cases actually
afraid of hurting someone's feelings to
find out before we buy. But worst of
all, we hunt for bargains to supposedly
save a nickel or two, closing our, eyes
to the fear that usually these bargains
are available only because they are
either non-union made or non-Union
sold.
So—who are we kidding IMeind what's

more important, who are we hurting?
Ourselves, of course.
What assurances do we have if we

continue to "forget to ask" that we
won't be headed back on the road to
substandard wages, hours and condi-
tions non-union people now have? None
whatsoever. So Jet's get on the ball.
Ask if it is union made. Ask if you

are being served by a union employee.
If it isn't union, ask why and also offer
to help through your own organization
so that it will become union.
We as labor have made our gains

through united action. So let's practice
what we preach all the way.

Karl 0. Jonasson
-Local 5-36, IWA,
• Longview, Wash.

Less Talk—More Action
Editor: All I read in The Dispatcher

Is what should be done because of
automation, trailers hip service, con-
tainerization and mechanization.
As far as I am concerned, stop your

talking and writing so much, and let us
start to do something.
To give you some idea how automa-

tion has hit the port of Seward, Alaska,
we of Local 82 have lost 35 to 40 per-
cent in manhours since 1955. The boat
Nednia is now equipped to carry 82
vans, and by the end of 1959 the Alaska
Steamship Line will have four boats
of this type in service to Alaska ports.

Yesterday, January 5, 1959, I worked
the Nadnia. Her load was 2,000 tons,
most of it in 24-foot-long vans or
smaller type containers, plus a few

',autos and cribs. My total dispatched
working time on this boat was 91/2
hours, and' a lot of my fellow working
brothers received only 41/2 hours.
So I believe that when the men at

150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Fran-
cisco, stop talking of mechanization as
a thing of the future and realize that it
is here now, the better it will be for
everyone.

Bruce Trygstad
Local 82,

Seward, Alaska.

Cotton Compress
Votes for ILWU
BAKERSFIELD — After an eight-

months campaign for an NLRB election
at Camp & Felder Compress near here,
workers on January 15 voted 61-5 for
ILWU Local 26. The AFL-CIO Chem-
ical Workers, which had formerly repre-
sented the workers, received the five
votes. Seventy-four were eligible to
vote.
"The high vote was especially sig-

nificant," Local 26 secretary-treasurer
Lou Sherman said, "because most of
the men were on temporary layoff and
had to travel miles to vote for the
ILWU."

This victory puts all four of the cot-
ton compresses, in Southern California,
under the Local 26 banner,



February 13, 1959 Page 9 7E: tarbArrawk

US Social
Security Setup
Held Sound
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Nation's
21-year-old social security system is
actuarially sound, according to the
unanimous verdict of a special Ad-
visory Council on Social Security • Fi-
nancing.
The 12-member council, appointed by

the Secretary of Health, Education and
Welfare, concluded in its main finding
that "the contribution schedule now
in the law makes adequate provision
for meeting both short-range and long-
range costs."

Supporters of social security here
hailed the repoit as an effective answer
to scare stories circulated in recent
years that the OASI fund was "in the
red," and that the program was headed
for collapse because of its asserted
weak financial position.
Answering such irresponsible at-

tacks, the Council stated that the social -
security setup "is in close actuarial bal-
ance" and will continue to be so "for
the long run."
"The method of financing," ran their

'verdict, "is sound and . . . no funda-
mental changes are required or de-
sirable."

The Council made no recommenda-
tions for basic changes in the present
method of social security financing, but

41did make several suggestions, mostly
of a technical nature, aimed at
strengthening operation of the system.
The principal proposal urged that

the Treasury Department pay the same
rate of interest when it borrows from
the OASI Trust Fund as it pays on
loans in the open market.
The Council also emphasized the

"need for periodic scrutiny of all fac-
tors which in any way affect the fi-
nancing of the program."
The advisory council was made up of

three employer representatives, three
employee representatives, and six mem-
bers representing the general public
and the self-employed. It was estab-
.1ished pursuant to a provision of the
1956 social security amendments.

Vancouver FCU
Declares Dividend
VANCOUVER, Wash.—The annual

meeting of the Local 4 Federal Credit
Union declared a 4 percent dividend
and a 7 percent refund on interest to
borrowers.
New officers elected include: Mervyn

Leathers, president; Leonard Knopp,
vice president; William Poe, treasurer;
Ivan Lundberg, clerk and board mem-
ber, Richard Anderson. Loan commit-
tee members elected are Leon Fuller,
William McGary and Leslie Rapp. The
new sapervisory committee consists of
Hugh Bolton, William Malloy and Beth
Bolton.

Auxiliary Helpers Serving Refreshments at the monthly Meetingsof the Columbia River Pensioners Memorial As-
sociation are wives of the members. Shown in the back row are Mrs. Jack Web-
ster, Mrs. ID. Edwards, Mrs. Archie Fox, Mrs. Walter Larson, Mrs. Jack Schriner,
Mrs. Claude Harreschou and Miss Gray. In front is Mrs. George Gray.

Oregon ILWU
Pushes Travel
Tax Deduction
SALEM, Ore. — A tax measure of

special interest to ILWU members in
the outports is S. bill 4, which passed
the Senate unanimously, and is now
before the House taxation committee.
The bill provides that transportation

and maintenance money can be de-
ducted from the income tax of workers
who must travel from their homes to
.another place for the convenience of
the employers. ,

It would apply to gangs traveling
from one port to another. If the bill
passes, such sums will be deductible
in 1960, for the tax year 1959; and a
careful traveling record should be kept
to substantiate the deduction.

Ernest Baker, ILWU-CRDC lobbyist
in Olympia, says the union discovered
its members had been paying taxes on
expenses incurred in getting to and
from work in other ports and took
prompt remedial action by backing the
pending legislation.
Baker also alerted ILWU locals

against a welfare and pension snooping
measure introduced by Shirley Field
(R-Multnomah). The ILWU was instru-
mental in defeating a similar measure
by Field at the last session of the leg-
islature.
Baker said the measure could prove

"costly and result in endless red tape
to our welfare and pension funds which
are known in the labor -and business
world as among the soundest and best
administered in existence." '

Local 53 Opens
New Hiring Hall
NEWPORT, Ore.—An "open house"

to celebrate the official opening of Lo-
cal 53's new hiring hall will be held
here on February 28, at 2:30 pm.
ILWU members in other ports have

been invited to attend the ceremony,
which will include a dance that eve-
ning. The local has dispatched gangs
from the new location since February 1.

Local 21 Elects
LONGVIEW, Wash. — Dewey Van

Brunt will head Local 21 this year.
Other recently elected officers include
A. Erickson, vice-president; Calvin C.
Miller, secretary; Henry J. Loran,
treasurer, and A. Auvinen and V. 0.
Taylor, dispatchers.
Donald Van Brunt was elected to

the labor relations committee, with
C. F. Graves and John Rooney as the
hold-over members. Rooney and Don-
ald Van Brunt will represent the local
on the CRDC.
The Longview dockers recently do-

nated $400 to the Weyerhaeuser work-
ers in North Bend, who have been on
strike since January 22.

Hawaii Biscuit
Workers Make
Good Gains
HONOLULU—In a joint statement

issued here last week ILWU Local 142
and Love's Biscuit and Bread Company
announced agreement on a new contract
which provides substantial gains for
the firm's approximately 200 em-
ployees.

The new pact, which will run for 30
months, contains a cost package esti-
mated to be Worth 35c per hour. It
provides for a 16c hourly across-the-
board pay hike retroactive to January
1. An additional increase of 12c per
hour will go into effect on Septezber
1, 1960.

In addition to wage increases the
agreement contains a provision for in-
creasing hospital room and board al-
lowances to $15 per day at no additional
cost to employees. It also provides that
individual employees Will be given free
choice of medical coverage with both
the present insured plan and the new
Kaiser plan.

An additional paid holiday7 is pro-
vided, making a tota

/
l of 7.

• 
The contract gives employees with

20 or more years of service 4 weeks of
annual vacation with pay.

Capitalist Eaton Urges U S
Co-exist With Communism
Cyrus Eaton, a topflight industrialist

who describes himself as "a dedicated
capitalist," reported recently on his trip
to Soviet Russia "to see for myself
what makes the rival system of com-
munism tick."
In an article in the February issue of

The Progressive, Eaton declared he is
convinced that communism works for
the Russians and urged a treaty of
peace and friendship between the U.S.
and the Soviet Union.
"I would not know where to look for

the American who would want to trade
our system for the Russian way," he
said. "On the other hand, I think we
Americans must take full cognizance of
the fact that the Russians are enthusi-
astically sold on their system.
"In the 40 years since their revolu-

tion, they have made immense material
and intellectual progress on a mass
scale, and they are determined to con-
tinue to get ahead.
"Furthermore, they are as imbued

with devotion to 3liother Russia as we
are with respect for our beloved Stars
and Stripes. The nation that succeeded
in launching the first Sputnik must be
taken as seriously as the country in
whose laboratories the first nuclear
chain reaction was produced."

Citing visits to the Soviet Union by
prominent U.S. industrialists, scientists
and educators, Eaton added:
"If visits like ;these can be produc-

tive, would it not be worthwhile to have
a political delegation headed by the
President go to the Soviet Union? With
America spending $50 billion a year for
defense, and the fate of humanity at
stake, surely the head of our govern-
ment, with his fine personality and his
infinite capacity for friendship, can
afford to make an attempt to deal di-
rectly with his Russian counterpart."

CALLS DULLES A GAMBLER
Eaton said that Secretary of State

John Foster Dulles "goes gaily on gam-
bling with the destiny of the world."
"We urgently need a new Secretary

of State," he declared.
Emphasizing that he believes "the

globe is big enough for both capitalism
and communism," Eaton said the al-
ternatives before the world are either
co-existence of the two systems or a
nuclear catastrophe-.
"What course shall we choose?" he

asked. "Certainly the risk in a treaty
of peace and friendship with the Soviet
Union is fraught with far less hazard
for humanity than either the cold war
or the hot war."

CRDC Adopts Program for Oregon Legislature
LONGVIEW, Wash.—Adoption of a

legislative program, geared to unem-
ployment insurance, workmen's com-
pensation, taxes and civil rights,
featured the Columbia River District
council meeting here January 18. It was
the council's first attempt to hammer
out legislative goals at the beginning
of a state legislative session.

Council secretary Kneeland Strana-
han characterized the meeting as
"marking a milestone in ILWU legisla-
tive effort in the state of Oregon." lie
predicted that "before the next session
we will have legislative committees
functioning in each local, enabling the
rank and file to participate even more
fully in the program."

The council pledged itself to work
for repeal of the state's anti-picketing
law; and for memorials to Congress on
(1) expansion of world trade, (2) a 5-
year statute of limitation in deporta-
tion cases and (3) repeal of Section
14-B of Taft Hartley (the R-yv sec-
tion).

Ernest Baker of Local 8, who repre-
sented the group for the past several
years at Salem, was re-elected to the

post; and the delegates took action in-
suring that next year the business of
selecting a lobbyist will be taken care
of before the legislative session begins.
Nominations for a representative will
be made in July and voted on by Sep-
tember.

The program, based on recommenda-
tions made by a 3-man subcommittee,
was -amplified by suggestions from the
floor, including adoption of proposals
for:
(1) A homestead tax exemption for

homeowners over 65, or on pension;
(2) Eligibility for unemployment

benefits after seven consecutive days
of unemployment. (This, it was pointed
out, would aid applicants for jobless
pay in work-short outports.)
(3) A remedial amendment directing

the Board of Education to establish
community colleges in areas that have
been fighting for this break-through
into higher education for working
men's sons and daughters.
(4) Support for civil rights.
The civil rights plank pledged the

council to back measures "to strengthen
legislation prohibiting discrimination

in housing, employment practices and
places of. public accommodation." Ore-
gon has both a civil rights and an FEE!
law, but they need teeth.

The delegates reaffirmed their sup-
port of the selection of a state treasurer
and state labor commissioner by popu-
lar vote. Oregon's incoming governor,
Rep. Mark Hatfield, wants to make
them appointive.

The tax program reiterated the coun-
cil's firm opposition to sales taxes, in-
cluding the cigarette tax; called for
"equalization of the property tax bur-
den," with upward revision in timber
"reforestation" and timber severance
taxes, and urged that appointment of
the state tax commissioner be subject
to confirmation by the senate.

Planks adopted on workmen's com-
pensation urged an increase in bene-
fits; free choice of doctors; and re-
moval of the statute of limitations.

On unemployment compensation, the
council hopes to: Broaden the cover-
age; give the governor authority to
borrow interest-free federal money in
times of recession or other emergency;
extend the duration of benefits up to a

uniform of 39 weeks, and provide that
when a worker leaves his job because
of a labor dispute he shall not be dis-
qualified if the dispute is a lockout or
if he has refused to cross a legitimate
picket line.
In a separate action council secre-

tary Stranahan was instructed to lower
a verbal boom on the efforts of U. S.
House of Representatives witch hunt
chairman Walter to take over immigra-
tion functions now handled by the ju-
diciary and foreign affairs committees.
Speakers on the motion branded the

plan "a new device on the part of Rep.
Walter to make McCarthyism palatable
to the American people."
The council took note of the plight of

Northwest Taft-Hartley victim, Al
Fisher, whose final appeal for a review
of his case has been turned down by the
Supreme Court.

All incumbent council officers were
re-elected, including A. J. Wagner,
Local 68, president; L. K. Atkinson,
Local 53, vice-president; Kneeland
Stranahan, Local 40, secretary-treas-
urer; and Francis Murnane, Local 8,
Forrest Taylor, Local 1.2 and I. J. Lund-
berg, Local 4, trustees.



IDISPATCHER  Page 10 February 13, 1959

Housing and
Airport Bills
Challenge Ike
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Housing and
airport-aid bills which represent a modL
est challenge of . the President's econ-
omy line have been approved by sizeable
majorities in the Senate.

Similar legislation is being rushed in
the House and will be voted on at an
early date.
In acting, on the omnibus housing

bill, the Senate heeded Majority Leader
Lyndon Johnson's admonition "to meet
the Administration half-way" by mak-
ing substantial cuts in the committee
bill, itself a compromise.
As finally approved by a 60-28 roll

call, the housing measure calls for $2.7
billion in Federal programs spread over
a six-year period. Of this amount, $2.1
billion is authorized for slum clearance,
the main feature of the bill.
The various compromises engineered

by Johnson brought actual spending
under the bill for fiscal 1960 within $35
million of the expenditure recom-
mended by the Administration. John-
son said his efforts were concerned with
avoiding a veto.
That 'the slum clearance program

falls far short of actual need is seen in
a joint statemenf by Senators Clark,
Douglas, Javits and Proxmire, who
said the $2.1 billion authorized o-ver six
years "is so limited that . . it -will,
force drastic curtailment and postpone-
ment of- urban renewal projects now
contemplated (and) preclude the en-
trance of new cities into the program."
The Federal airport bill, rushed'

through immediately after the housing
measure, provides for $465 million of
Go ve r,n ment assistance. Before final
action, this program was scaled back •
$100 million at Johnson's suggestion.

Despite the conciliatory attitude of
Johnson, President Eisenhower, at his
February 4 press conference, termed'
the housing and airport bins •'reckless
spending," and challenged the Demo-
cratic leadership to couple the legisla-
tion with a proposal for "increasing
taxes." " •

While the President's statement ap-
peared to support previous intimations
.of White House vetoes for any spending
bills which broke through the economy
barrier, many observers viewed his re-
marks as a move to support Johnson's
compromise approach.

Pension Forms
Being Processed
SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU-

PMA Pension Fund office is presently
processing the applications of members
who are 59 or 60 years of age. -
As soon as each case is processed

Talking About Salmon Senator Warren G. Magnuson of
Washington is shown conferring with

Jose-ph Jurich, secretary treasurer of ILWU Local 3 on problems- of the Alaska
salmon fisheries. Jurich was in the capital to promote Congressional support
for Local 3 salmon conservation .policies and protection of fishing rights of
seiners manned by member's of the Puget Sound local. Magnuson, with finger
pointing to the Alaska Peninsulaone of the main seiner fishing areas, is recog-
nized as one of the outstanding friends. of the fishermen and an advocate of
effective conservation.

Senators Seek
Jobless Pay
Streamlining
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)
WASHINGTON, D. C. — Legislation

that lays down Federal standards for
modernization of State unemployment
insurance programs has been given a
big boost by a bipartisan coalition in
both Houses of Congress.

Thirty-one Democrats and Republi-
cans joined with Senators John F. Ken-
nedy '(D-Mass.), Eugene McCarthy (D-
Minn.), and Clifford Case (R-N.J.), in
sponsoring a Federal minimum stand-
ards measure, S. 791, in the upper
chamber.
At the same time, Representatives

Frank M. Karsten (D-Mo.) . and Thad-
deus M. Machrowicz (D-Mich.) an-
nounced that 119 of their colleagues
from -both parties were in support of
similar legislation in the House.

A LIBERAL OBJECTIVE
The bipartisan proposal, which now

-shapes up as a major liberal objective,
would:

1. Establish benefits equal to not less
than 50 per cent of weekly wages so
long as that amount is not more than
two-thirds of the average weekly wage
in the State.

2. Establish a uniform benefit period
of 39 weeks.

3. Extend coverage to employers who
have one or more workers, excluding
domestic and agricultural employees.
Attitude of the Adininistration toward_Newfoundland oggers tiStrike tIll4 legislaon remains in doubt. In the

•

•

• •

To Reduce 60-Hour Work Week
(Special to The Dispatcher)

GRAND FALLS, Newfoundland — A
strike to reduce the straight-time work
week from 60 hours to 54 hours!

It seems incredible in the middle of
the twentieth century. But it is taking
place right now deep in the isolated
forests of,Newfoundland. , .

conducted election by an 86.4 per cent
vote. ,

Negotiations with the company since
June 1958 proved fruitless when no
concessions of any kind were made by
management.

ARBITRATION AWARD

past the President and1 his labor seere-
tary have confined their, efforts to urg-
ing the States to bring their programs
in line with present conditions.

However., in .hiS 1959 Economic Re-
port, Eisenhower went on record favor-
ing greater benefits for a longer period, •
and subsequently Labor Secretary Mit-
chell said the question of Federal stand-
ards was "still under discussion" within 
the Administration.

But the company managed to get ,a Kennedy pointed out "there are still
Supreme Court injunction against the 1,500,000 persons unemployed todayThey are ,asking for a 54-hour week, strike vote, and contempt of court who do not receive any benefits but,the union shop and a 16 per cent pay charges are now pending against TWA must depend upon private charity orincrease spread over tWo years. This

would eventually raise their wages to 
representatives. public relief. Hundreds of thousands of

$1.10 an hour, and would mean an im- The 6,000 strikers and their families, others are drawing benefits too small to

mediate reduction in their hours of altogether about 25,000 people, lack enable them to pay their basic bills."

(submitted to the Fund Trustees) the , work without kiss of pay.e.
adequate food and ctothing to weather'. The Massachusetts , Senator recalled' '

applicant is notified of the Trustees' The strikers were organized under a tough strike in sub-zero temperature. that when originally enacted, th corn-

decision, the most difficult conditions, and the
They have been cut off uneunemployment Pensation system replaced at least 50
insurance.Applicants who are 58 years old are strike is taking place in the midst of .

next in order for processing, to be fol-
lowed by those who are 57 and so on.

Younger applicants should not be
concerned if they do not hear from the
Pension Fund immediately after they
have prepared an application. The
younger the applicant the longer it will
take to submit his application to the

r

Trustees.

NEED FOR MINIMUM STANDARDLed by the AFL-CIO . Internation'al- , The 'union accepted a unanimous re- In introducing the Senate. bill, 'Sen. •port of a Conciliation Board appointed 
Kennedy 6,000 loggers are on Kennedy said: "The experience of the,strike against the.Anglo Newfoundland by the government of Newfoundland. 
1957-58 recession has demonstrated be-But the company reneged on the report,Development Company. .' - • yond any lingering doubt that there is.after its representatives agreed to go •They are striking 'against conditions - • • a great need for a nationwide minimumalong.'long considered' extinct. ' They ' have standard of unemployment compensa-

been Working:for years 60 hours a week Strike demands are simply the terms
at a straight-time rate of $1.05 per, awarded by the Conciliation Board. 

tion." ,
"We must .not allow the glowing pre-

hour. They live in double -deck. bunkt. Finally,_ the MA members took a * dictions of prosperity in 1959 to blind
'in camps without hot water for ade- strike vote conducted by a Federal Dep- us to the fact that over 4 million wage
quate bathing and washing facilities. uty Sheriff, a local mayor and a notary earners are still unemployed," Kennedy.Their, diet is, beans, beans and more public. The vote was 98.8 per cent incontinued. ,"This, represents 6 'per 'cent

f

beans. favor of strike. of our labor force." • -
ASKING 54=HOUR WEEK

•

Newfoundland's worst winter in years.
Barred from the lumber camps by

the company, IWA organizers had to
walk 18 to 20 miles a day through deep
snow to sign up the workers.
The IWA signed up 90 per cent of

the loggers two years ago, but was de-
nied Certification 'by- the Labor Board..
In 1958' the whim 'wOn' a government-

FEP Moves" Ahead, in Cdlifor
(Special ta The Dispatcher) , • •

SACRAMENTO ---- ,SuPporters. of a
California slate FEP with effective en- ,
forcement machinery are making good,
headway in the legislature despite stiff
employer opposition. - -

The Assembly Committee 'on Gov-
ernmental Efficiency and Economy
voted eight to five February 10 in favor
of -the. bill, overruling spokesmen for
top business and 'industrialassocia-
tions. -
Next hurdle for the measure- is thg

Assembly Ways and Means Committee
which -must pass on financial aspects-
of the FEP machinery, patterned on
that now functioning in New York,
which will be set up.
FEP supporters, backed by Governor

Edmund Brown, expect little difficulty

in the Ways and Means group, haweVer.
With 52 co-sponsors to the rgp bill in-
troduced by Rep. Byron RumfOrd (D-
Berkeley), a majority in the assembly
seems assured.' •
- While FEP has Usually • encountered
more 'opposition the senate, the
:measure there, introduced by Sen. Rich-
ard 'Richards (D-LA) ha i the co-spon-
sorship of 25 additional thenators, more
than the 21 required to Pass the

• A :major threat. to'Upset' the legisla-
tive applecart came from Adrien Falk,'
representing the 'Federated-Employers
of San Francisco. • ,

Unless enforcement teeth in the bill
• are ,deleted, Falk told the committee,
''employers would take the issue to a
referendum of the voters.
, Opposition , tx;i, the bill was handled
:by Gilbert Rowland, lobbyist for the

,
The strike is being supported by the

Canadian Labour Congress and by the
IWA. The strikers are asking for finan-
cial aid. Contributions may be sent 'to:
Newfoundland Loggers Welfare Fund
c/o Oliver Lush
Secretary-Treasurer, IWA Local 2-2 4
P.0, Box 236 ,
Grand Falls, NeWfoundland

ma Legislature
,SF employers' group. . He. introduced,.
Falk, Randolph 'Van. Nostrand of the
Merchants and Manufacturers ,Associa-
tion of Southern California, Charles
Gibbs of the Associated Farmers, L. C.
Vanderlip of the State Chamber of
CoMmeree, and-Fred Cutter of the Oak-
land Chamber of Commerce.

Sitting with the employer spokesmenk •
and advising them was ,Frank Foisie,
former president of the " Waterfront
Employers Association in Sin -Fran-
cisco and old-time foe of maritime,
.unions.

Rumford, handling the advocates of
the case for the bill, introduced Lieu-
tenant Governor Glen Anderson, State
Controller Allan Cranston and Assem-
blyman AuguStus Hawkins (D-LA), a
co-sponsor of, tbe bill,:

• • •
Rep. Karsten said weekly compensa-

tion benefits "are so inadequate that in-
sured workers are moving from the in
employment compensation rolls to the .
relief rolls," , -

State legislatures, he said, are drag-,
ging their feet on significant improve-
mentS becau.4e they fear wholesale mi-
gration. of industry to States which,

' maintain low employer payroll taxes
for jobless compensation by paying
"wholly inadequate Weekly benefits . .

per, cent of a worker's lost wages, but
now offsets less than 20 per cent of
weekly pay checks.

TOP PRIORITY
Rep. Machrowicz told the House that ;

"in the minds of hundreds of thousands '
of vvorkerS who are unemployed- and
other millions of workers now at work;
the bill to establish certain additional .•
minimum 'standards of unemployment I
compensation carries a top priority_
tag." •

for inadequate periods, of time."
In 'urging favorable action by the

,86th Congress, Karsten said the pro- "
Posal for Federal standards had been
approved by Dr. Arthur Burns, former .
chairman ' of President'Eisenhower's
Council of EconomicAdvisors, the •
Rockefeller Brothers Fund Report of
April 1958, and the public and labor
members of the Federal Advisory Coun-

. a on Economic Security.



ILWU Sends Peace Message
To Japan H-Bomb Memorial
YAIZU, Japan — The voice of the

ILWU will be heard here on March 1
in commemoration of the crew of the
Lucky Dragon, the first victims of the
H-bomb, and in protest against further
use of nuclear weapons.

It was from this port that the Jap-
anese fishing vessel sailed, and to
which it returned after its 23-member
crew was showered with deadly radio-
active ash from the H-bomb test at
Bikini on March 1, 1954.
On the fifth anniversary of the Bikini

test the Japan Council Against Atomic
and Hydrogen Bombs is holding a huge
meeting here to pay tribute to the crew
of the Lucky Dragon and to support an
international ban on nuclear bombs.
Thousands of people from all over
Japan are expected at the memorial,
and messages are also being received
from labor, religious and peace organ-
izations throughout the world.

One of the messages is from the
ILWU, signed by Harry Bridges, pres-
ident, and Louis Goldblatt, secretary-
treasurer. The message states:
"Greetings to the good people assem-

Local 40 Elects
1959 Officials
PORTLAND — Bob Cahill has been

re-elected secretary-treasurer and busi-
ness-agent of Supercargoes and Check-
ers Local 40, and Max E. Houser has
been elected president.

Other officers are: vice-president, J.
K. Stranahan; dispatcher, Frank Bet-
tridge; executive board, Art Weisberg,
Joe Vrlicak and John Hope; trustees,
Charles Hoff, Manny Watt and Mickey
Davis; labor relations committee, Carl•
M. Sloan, James E. Forkan and Chet
Taylor; sergeant-at-arms, Walter Hoff-
man.

J. K: Stranahan and Chet Taylor were
elected delegates to the Columbia River
District Council.
At recent membership meetings

Local 40 approved the CRDC legislative
program and the new coastwise barge
and schooner agreement.

Oregon Pensioners
Elect New Officers•
PORTLAND, Ore. — Claude Harres-

chou is the new president of the Colum-
bia River Pensioners Memorial Associ-
ation, replacing Joe Georgesen, who
headed the group for five years.
Other officers elected for 1959 are:

John Forslof, vice president; C. A. Ord-
way, secretary; Tony Gress, Osmund
Jensen and Browny Roberts, trustees;
and Georgesen, Archie Fox, Everett
McKeehan, Fred Cross, Forslof, Chris
Borgensgaard and Joe Olson, executive
board members. Harreschou was con-
tinued as CRDC delegate. The slate was
installed by International Representa-
tive James S. Fantz.

Georgesen and Ordway represented
the ppnsioners at the opening of the
new ILWU building in San Francisco,
January 17.

California Assemblyman John A.
O'Connell has put in a bill to increase
old age pensions from $90 to $100 a
month.

Oregon Ratifies
15th Amendment
SALEM, Ore. — The state senate

this week got around to ratifying
the 15th amendment to the US Con-
stitution, 88 years after the rest of
the nation.
This is the amendment guarantee-

ing the right of every citizen to vote,
regardless of race, color or previous
condition of servitude. The legisla-
ture turned the amendment down in
1870, and several years later tried to
welch on its earlier okay of the 14th
amendment. (
The state's position on civil rights

has improved over the years. Today
Oregon has both civil rights and
FEP legislation.

bling at Yaizu to rally against A and
H weapons of death and destruction.
May their voices be heard around the
world and impress their message of
peace and the desire of peoples every-
where to live in peace upon the minds
of reckless statesmen and eager mili-
tarists.
"All good wishes from the Interna-

tional Longshoremen's & Warehouse-
men's Union."

Might-to-Work' Still
Alive—Goldwater
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON; D. C.—A prediction
that the right-to-work issue will come
alivc/ again has been voiced by Senator
Barry Goldwater of Arizona, one of the
few reactionaries who escaped defeat
last November.

Telling his colleagues he doesn't be-
lieve his favorite proposal was killed by
the election results, Goldwater pre-
dicted that "in the very near future
in one of our campaigns" the issue ,
would be revived, adding:
"Whether. it will be called right-to-

work, voluntary unionism, or whatever
other form it may take, it will be repre-
sented by the philosophy behind• the
right-to-work movement."

Hawaii Statehood
Surmounts Hurdle
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C. — Hawaii
statehood overcame its first major
legislative obstacle Feb. 4, when the
House Interior Committee approved
HR 50, the Territorial admission bill,
by the lopsided vote of 25-4.
Commenting on the action, House

Speaker Sam Rayburn said "It looks
like the way is greased for Hawaii."
This was the first public reference
to Hawaii statehood by Rayburn and
is interpreted here as a sign of ap-
proval by the veteran leader.
Meanwhile, in the Senate two ad-

ditional co-sponsors have added their
names to S. 50, bringing the total
to 57.

frametip victim Al Fisher, former CIO
state secretary, began serving a five
year prison sentence on McNeil Island
January 26.
His last message to the ILWU, which

has supported his case from the begin-
ning, was terse and to the point: "Don't
mourn for me.. The fight has just be-
gun. Taft-Hartley must go."

Fisher, a lumber worker most of his
life and one of several labor leaders
who has been tried under the affidavit
provision of the Taft-Hartley Act, was
arrested the first time while he-was on
his way to picket in the 1954 lumber
strike. An appeals court reversed his
first conviction, but he was soon re-
arrested. A few weeks ago the Supreme
Court turned down his final bid for a
review -of- his ease, ending a four and
one-half year battle in the courts.
He spent his last hours as a free man

in a hospital visiting his wife and new-
born son. It was here that the. deputy
came with the warrant for his arrest.
He spent the next five days in the

CRDC Auxiliaries Back Bill Promoting
International Medical Coopergtion
LONGVIEW, Washington —.Endor-

sing the CRDC legislative program for
the 50th Oregon Legislative Assembly
was the main order of business of the
meeting of ILWU auxiliaries held in
Longview, Washington, January 18th.

The delegates resolved to support
Senator Richard Neuberger's bill call-
ing for an International Medical Year.
This bill calls for co-operation of all

Dangers Seen
NEW YORK--Dangers in so-called

mild labor control legislation are
pointed up by the American Civil Lib-
erties Union in its annual report.
The ACLU declared that the Ken-

nedy-Ives bill "threatened important
civil liberties." This measure, backed
at the last session of Congress by lib-
eral Senators and Congressmen and by
top AFL-CIO officials, is up again this
year along with more, stringent ad-
ministration legislation. Similar legis-
lation has also been proposed in the
California legislature.
Inclusion in the bill of non-Communist

oaths for employers and unions was
condemned by the ACLU. Such oaths,
the organization said, would "strike
hard at the First Amendment principle
of freedom of association, and also have
not proved an effective weapon against
subversive actions."

PROVISIONS CITED
Other provisions attacked by the

ACLU:
The requirement to report dealings

with middlemen or labor relations ad-
visors. The ACLU said this compelled
a union official, in effect, "to condemn
himself" if he had been involved in
dubious practices.
Prohibition against using union

treasuries in union election campaigns

nations in research and study of dis-
eases.
The auxiliaries will also work to pub-

licize the coming Oregon Centennial
and to help make it a success. Financial
donations will be given to labor groups
participating in the Centennial. Local
members in the Portland area are grow-
ing beards and auxiliary members are
planning to dress in sunbonnets and
fashions of 1859.

in 'Mild' Labor
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Illuminated Lights on the flagpole illuminate the great copper dome
of the San rancisco longshore auditorium at night and

make it visible from the surrounding hills including the popular tourist observa-
tion point at Colt Tower on Telegraph Hill.

Fisher Begins 5-Year Jail Term
Urges Repeal of Taft-Hartley 1,
SEATTLE, Wash. — Taft-Hartley King county jail, while his attorney,

John Caughlan battled for a "stay of: -
warrant" to permit Fisher to make
arrangements .for the care of his fam-
ily. The stay was denied.
On January 26, Fisher was trans-

ferred to the grim island fortress, the
second labor leader in this country to -
go to prison under the affidavit section
of Taft-Hartley.
Under federal law, the judge in the

case, William Lindberg, has 60 days
from the commitment of a prisoner in
which he may reduce the sentence. A
motion, asking for a suspended sen-
tence, has been filed in Fisher's behalf
by defense attorney Caughlan, and a -
hearing on the motion - will be . held •
"probably on February 23 or Mardi ,
2," Caughlan said.

Drum Drill Corps
Names New Officers
SAN FRANCISCO—New officers for

the Local 6 Drum and Drill Corps have
been elected. The officers are: Al Har-
mon, manager; Al Salvi and Marville
Marchutt, captains; Bill Pickering,
first lieutenant; Barbara S toneham,
second lieutenant; Hugh Hallett, chair-
man of all meetings; Joann Ables, sec-
retary; and Lillian De Losada, drum
major.

First 1959 appearance of the Local 6
group, with a full turn-out of 21 mem-
bers, was at the January 17 detlication
ceremonies for the Longshoremen's Me-
morial Auditorium and Hiring Hall in
San Francisco. The corps has been in-
vited to participate in the Santa Clara
Firemen's Rodeo on May 30.

Control Laws
The ACLU hailed Supreme Court

decisions restoring freedom to travel,
and lambasted Congressional proposals
to impose new passport restrictions.
• A QUIETING DOWN

It noted that public criticism of Con-
gressional investigation of alleged sub-
version "there has been a degree of
improvement in the concern for the
rights of witnesses."
The report conceded that "the turbu-

lent atmosphere in which the delicate
decisions of loyalty and security were
taken a few years ago has now quieted
considerably."
But it added that "the most difficult

challenge facing the ACLU in this area
arises from the fact that all policies
are now institutionalized and that, 'since
there are fewer publicized cases of
abuse, public pressure for changes has
slackened."
The ACLU found the greatest dan-

"Only 17 of the 49 states. do not re- , gers to civil liberties and .to the equal
quire a loyalty oath from teachers," rights guaranteed under the Constitu-
the report said; "In Mississippi teach- tion in the activities of Southern white
ers must file affidavits listing the supremacists.
organizations to which they belonged It listed curbs on unions in the South,
in the 'last ° five 'years and those to harassment of -the NAACP in several
which they are currently making con- states, bombing attacks on Jewish
tributions or paying dues —„ presum- places of worship, limitations on voting
ably in an effort to discover supporters and resistance to- the Supreme Court's
of the NAACP." desegregation rulings on the schools.

"on the grounds that such funds are
the only source upon which dissident
groups could draw to implement their
right of free speech."
Barring from union office of Persons

with criminal records on the- ground
that this "would bar unionists who had
been arrested for minor offenses on the
picket line." •

In its: report, the ACLU criticized
the United Automobile Workers "for
adopting a policy that could 'mean the
dismissal of union officers who plead*
the Fifth Amendment."' • - •
The 'ACLU report, surveying devel-

opments between July 1, 1957 and June
30, 1950, found a general "upward"
trend and "discernible improvement"
on the civil liberties front.
But it also found many areas in

which civil liberties are still in grave
danger. . . ... . . •
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Local 60 Is Born ILWU Second Vice President Germain Bulcke,
second from left, presented the charter to ILWU

Local 60 at Seward, Alaska, last week. The new local was born of the merger
of three longshorelocals, 39, 82 and 89. To the left of Bulcke is Ralph Rider,
secretary of the new local, and to the right, Gerald Martin, president, and
J. W. MacSwain, financial secretary.

Bulcke Installs Seward Local
Refutes SIU Alaska Claims
SAN FRANCISCO -- ILWU Second

Vice President Germain Bulcke re-
turned to international headquarters
this week after installing the charter
at Seward, Alaska, for Local 60, an
amalgamation of longshore locals 39,
82 and 89.
. Bulcke refuted the publicized claim
of SIU that it had organized or won
over 252 longshoremen in Seward.
"All longshoremen in Seward are

members of the ILWU," Bulelie said,
"and there is no move among them to
be anything else."

,Giving a rundown of the true picture
in Alaska, Bulcke said the International
Brotherhood of Longshoremen had
made a deal with SIU on the interna-
tional level by which locals in Kodiak,
about 50 members, Anchorage, about
28 members, Valdez, 25 members, and
Skagway, about 20 members, were

Auxiliary 17 Acts
On Legislation
OAKLAND—ILWU Auxiliary 17 has

been active on legislative and civil
rights matters, taking these actions
during January:

Appealing to President Eisenhower
for clemency for A. A. Fisher, victim
of a Taft-Hartley prosecution.

Urging immediate statehood for Ha-
waii.
Asking members of Congress to re-

peal the Taft-Hartley Act.

turned over to SIU without reference
to or vote of the locals involved.
He said SIU also claimed Petersturg

longshoremen, but all longshore work
in Petersburg is performed by ILWU
cold storage workers. In Valdez, he
said, an election will soon be held be-
tween ILWU and SIU.

Officers elected by Local 60 are Ger-
ald Martin, president; Lloyd Rogers,
vice president; Ralph Rider, secretary;
and J. W. MacSwain, financial secre-
tary.

Fishermen's Local
Installs Officers
SAN PEDRO, Calif. — Fishermen's

Local 33 installed new officers at its
January 24 meeting. Heading the local'
for 1959 are Frank Burcina, president;
Mel Kolumbric, vice president; John J.
Royal, secretary-treasurer; George
Stambuk, sergeant-at-arms.

Executive board members. are Paul
Serka, Tony Vitalich, Nickolas P. Lov-
rich, Dominic Liubetich, Sam Babaiko,
John Razevitch, Nick Uglesich, Tom
Parun and Tom Kukua. Convention del-
egates are John Royal, Anthbny Zuvich
and Mel Kolumbic.
A run-off election will decide contests

for business agent between Paul Higa-
shi and Frank Burcina and for chief pa-
trolman between Mel Kolumbic and An-
thony Zuvich.
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A VERY significant convention of
all ILWU locals or the west coast

of Canada took place recently. It was
my pleasure to attend with Second
Vice President Germain Buleke and to
learn about the important advances
being made by our Canadian brothers
in the .entire -trade union movement;
not alone in the ILWU.

Our Canadian ILWU locals have had
to deal with some very unique prob-
lems and solve some issues we've never
faced. For example, each local has had
to negotiate separately; there are deep-
sea longshoremen and coastwise long-
shoremen, with separate contracts, dif-
ferent wage scales and conditions. For
many years some longshore locals were
in the ILWU, others in the ILA. Only
recently have they all been affiliated
with us, .and even more recently has
ILWU extended to warehouse and ter-
minal operations.
Now a movement is growing looking

toward the development of a truly in-
dependent Canadian labor movement,
not just an arm of US labor, dependent
on bureaucrats in far off headquarters.
We have always encouraged such
moves. ILWU affiliates in Canada have
always had complete autonomy. What
is more we have never taken af dime in
per capita from them, believing that
all their funds should be used to
strengthen and broaden Canadian un-
ions. On many occasions, we have ad-
vanced money to them to help them in
their organizing efforts, as we should.

SOME OF the results of our program
showed up vefy well at the .recent

historic founding convention, In the
basic issues discussed and the general
program hammered out. Here are some
results of convention discussions:

(1) Canadian ,ILWU workers recog-
nize the absolute necessity for a single
contract covering all ILWU operations.
This not only avoids costly delays, and
overlapping items of -negotiations, but
it also keeps the employers from trying
to play off one group of workers
against another. ,
(2) To accomplish a single contract,

convention delegates recognized the
need for pulling all the locals of Brit-
ish Columbia into one basic, consoli-
dated local. Each area would continue
to be properly represented in terms of
geography and special needs. but the
outlook is for a single, centralized
headquarters to conduct union business
in an efficient manner.
(3) If the *first two points can be

accomplished, then a much higher de-
gree of uniformity can be gained in
rates of pay, conditions, safety rules,
welfare, pensions and much else besides.
(4) Finally, with the total strength

of the entire membership mobilized and
working together, our Canadian broth-
ers hope to be able to build a new and
modern home for the ILWU in Canada
—a building of their own in Which they
can take pride.
The importance of this first conven-

tion of Canadian ILWU locals can be
best understood by some background
on developments in Canadian labor.
There's been a lot of motion in recent
years among those unions up there.
They've been taking many look-sees at
themselves. Labor in Canada knows
how thoroughly American big business
controls much of Canada's business,
and natural resources. How long, they
wonder, will their unions also remain
colonial offshoots of large interna-
tional unions controlled by the USA?

Vice President Bulcke and I found
ourselves involved in Many discussions
up in British Columbia about the over-
all subject of independence for the
labor movement. One thing we found
out for sure. The ILWU members in
Canada are mighty proud of their af-
filiation. They're especially proud of
the ILWU's role in encouraging auton-
omy and rank and file control. These
are the men who want to help spear-

head a truly Canadian labor movement.
Now a draft constitution for a new,

unified Canadian ILWU is in the
hopper, as a result of convention dis-
cussion, debate and resolution. The new
constitution is the sum total of sugges-
tions and discussions presented by all
the locals. We were immensely im-
pressed by the initiative shown by the
BC locals. The oldtimers in the industry
who built the ILWU brought their ex-
perience to the problem, the younger
members brought new drive and enthu-
siasm. Between the two forces a new
constitution was hammered out.

THE convention in Canada had all the
earmarks of a typical ILWU conven-

tion or caucus: lots of discussion and
differences of opinion to be ironed out. .
But most crucial issues were decided
finally by unanimous vote. Now the
convention decisions await ratification
by the membership.

After that, there are even bigger
problems to face—prpblems of organ-
ization that are crucial to any union
that wants to remain alive. For every
two workers now in ILWU, there are
at least three who remain to be organ-
ized. The convention set as its major
task this drive to organize the unor-
ganized.
Now some may ask, how come our

Canadian members are so full of ambi-
tion and enthusiasm? Well, the answer
may be found in the fact that there's
no lesson that drives home understand-
ing and a desire to keep moving, as a
successful strike. And it was only re-
cently, between August 21 and Sep-
tember 22, 1958, that Canadian long-
shoremen found it necessary to strike.
And they won. That kind of victory

acts as a spur to more activity. It's the
kind of thing that makes men want
to go out and organize other workers.
Here are the three outstanding rea-

sons for their strike victory:
(1) There was real solidarity in the.

ranks., Every man on the picket line
had a clear idea of Why he was striking;
and each man knew that he had a voice
on deciding to strike, and -would make
the decision when the strike should end.
(2) They had the support of all other

unions in British Columbia.
(3) They had the full support of

every ILWU local from San Diego to
Alaska and Hawaii.

ILWU Locals
Aid Northwest
Lumber Strike
NORTH BEND, Ore.—A fast-spread-

ing strike of lumber workers at logging
operations and mills of the Weyer-
haeuser Timber Company in Oregorl and
Washington is receiving support of
ILWU locals throughout the North-
west.

Affected are 4,000 workers at Weyer-
haeuser operations in the two states.
Roving picket lines from the AFL-CIO
Interriational Woodworkers of America
are closing down all Weyerhaeuser
mills. A company spokesman has con-
ceded that more than 60 per cent of the
company's operations have been closed
down.
ILWU members are respecting the

IWA picket lines. A report on the
strike was delivered at the recent Long-
view. Washington, meeting of the
ORDC by Joe Jacovich of North Bend
ILWU Local 12.

Setting off the strike was discharge
of a truck driver by the company. The
union says the firing was without
cause.

Answer to who said it
The late Charles A. Beard, famous

American historian, as reported in a
letter to the editor of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, January 27, 1959.


