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ILWU Officials
Win 3 House
Seats in Hawaii
HONOLULU— When Hawaii's
legislature convenes early next
year, three seats in the Territorial
House of Representatives will be
held by officials of ILWU Local
142.

The ILWU-PMA pension staff and two trustees posed with $2621000 last week in these two
mail sacks. The sacks contained the monthly $100 checks for longshore and clerks pensioners
up and down the coast and abroad. Left to right, Helen Green, Pension Director Henry Schmidt, Rosemary Ackerman,
PMA Trustee Kenneth Saysette, Elaine Yoneda, ILWU Trustee Howard Bodine and Nellie Walsh.

Welcome Mail

Aftermath of the Election

New Congress Has Stuff for Good
Record—But There Are Many Ifs
(Front The Dispatcher's Washington ()Mee)

WASHINGTON, D. C. — The 86th
Congress has the stuff to write a liberal
but
record in the next two years
whether it does so will depen4 on many
things, not the least of which is the
kind of pressure exerted by labor.
Fashioned out of a stinging rebuke
to reaction and inaction, the new Congress adds up to the most changed body
of lawmakers in the post-war period.
Democrats enlarged their majorities
in both Houses close to the two-thirds

ILWU Board Will
Meet December 2
SAN FRANCISCO -- The ILWU
International Executive Board has
been called into regular session for
10a.m. Tuesday, December 2, at International headquarters here.
• Members of the board are the
titled international officers, Harry
Bridges, president, Louis Goldblatt,
secretary-treasurer, J. R. Robertson,
first vice president and Germain
Bulcke, second vice president, and,
Frank Andrews and John Maletta,
Puget Sound and Alaska; Charles
M. Ross, Columbia River; Charles
M. Becker, Charles Duarte and
Henry Schrnidt, Northern California; Gordon Giblin and William B.
Piercy, Southern California;,Ernest
Arena, Joseph Kawamura and Yoshikazu Morimoto, Hawaii, and John
Johnstone, Canada.

mark, a position of power that neither
party has held since the FDR landslide
of 1936.
Of great significance, the Democratic
sweep was strong enough to give Northern members of the party a majority
in both Houses.without benefit of the
Dixiecra ts.
OLD GUARD SWEPT OUT
Another important point of departure in the new Congress is the absence
of Old Guard Republicans. Swept out
by the voters were virtually all the old
reactionary standbys, the so-called class
of '46, men like Bricker, Watkins,
Malone, who came into office imniediately after the war.
Most refreshing, the new arrivals, by
and large, have these characteristics in
'common: they're younger, more up-todate in their outlook, and appear more
concerned with the problems of the day.
All told the 86th Congress will definitely be more liberal in orientation,
more friendly to unions, and have more
forward-thinking lawmakers than any
session in the last decade.
Moreover, there is every reason to
believe that the causes which accounted
for the election upheaval are bound to
influence the outlook of the coming session.
LESS BRINKMANSHIP
It can be expected that there will be
greater concern with economic and welfare problems, with civil rights and
brinkmanship, and a decided de-emphasis on union-curbing.
Getting down to specifics, chances
for welfare legislation are measurably

improved. This should hold true for a
considerable number of hold-over proposals: aid-for-distressed areas, public
works, housing and slum clearance,
hospital care for social security pensioners, a liberalized minimum wage
law, a modernized unemployment insurance system, and the like.
Of special interest to ILW1U, Hawaii
statehood now looks like a reasonably
sure bet, with every prospect that
Dixiecrats will not be able to stall it
beyond the spring of 1960:
But when we turn to such basic issues as civil rights or foreign policy,
the outlook is far less certain for constructive action.
We can see what's cooking in the
minds of the Democratic leadership
(Continued on Back Page)

Winning lower-house membership in
the November 4 election were unionists
Pedro Dela Cruz, Yoshito Takamine
and George Okano. Elected as the sole
representative of the islands of Molokai
and Lanai, Dela Cruz is business agent
in charge of ILWU affairs on those
islands.
Takamine, also a business agent, was
elected to represent the Hamakua area
of the island of Hawaii. His opponent
was the wife of a sugar plantation manager. Okano, chairman of the ILWU
unit at Honolulu's Love's Biscuit &
Bread Co., won his seat in this city's
10th Representative District.
Also winning a seat in the 51-member
lower legislative chamber was David
McClung, executive secretary of Honolulu's AFL-CIO Central Labor Council.
The successful labor candidates campaigned on the basii- of "what's good
for our community." They called for
improvements in education, low cost
housing, improvements in the unemployment compensation law and for
"those things which the working people
of our community need and demand."
In addition to the election of four
active union leaders, balloting results
show that approximately 80 percent of
the candidates supported by the ILWU
Election Campaign & Legislative Committee were guccessful.
Delegate John A. Burns,long a friend
of organized labor, was swept back into
the national congress. Campaigning almost entirely on the issue of statehood,
Burns emphatically stated that if "we
are not granted statehood" during his
two-year term of office, "I will not be
a candidate for delegate next election."
At the same time he made it quite clear
that if Hawaii becomes the 50th state,
he will seek a seat in the United States
Senate.
Both houses of Hawaii's top lawmaking body are again dominated by
Democrats. The Bourbons hald 16 out
of the 25 upper chamber seats and 33
out of 51 in the lower house.
Appearing for the first time on the
ballot was ;the Commonwealth Party
which advocated the exemption of Hawaii from the federal income tax and
other federal levies similar to the situation prevailing in Puerto Rico. Balloting results indicated the vast majority of voters have little interest in
commonwealth status for Hawaii.

Who Said If?
We can have intellectual individualism and the rich cultural
diversities that we owe to exceptional minds only at the price ofoccasional eccentricity and abnormal attitudes. When they are
so harmless to others or to the State as those we deal with here,
the price is not too great. But freedom to differ is not limited to
things that do not matter much. That would be a mere shadow of
freedom. The test of its substance is the right to differ as to things
that touch the heart of the existing order.
If there is any fixed star in our constitutional constellation,
it is that no official, high or petty, can prescribe what shall be
orthodox in politics, nationalism, religion, or other matters of
opinion or force citizens to confess by word or act their faith
therein. (Turn to back page for name of author.)
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By Harry Bridges
ErHE LONGSHOREMEN on the West Coast have recognized
for some time that practically every major problem we have
these days in some way ties in with mechanization. The new
methods in cargo handling have brought -about our new problems,
sure enough, but at the same time they hold out the possibility
for future gains and future security.
Our job is to put together a program which gives us a chance
to nail down these gains and benefits through our union strength
and _union solidarity.
In our caucuses and in our local union meetings we have
argued that these problems must be handled'on an industry-wide
and even a nation-wide basis. And we have favored joint discussions by the East and West Coast longshoremen and the
teamsters with the employers of both coasts because we know
that out of this kind of joint approach the best possible solutions will be reached for all the workers concerned.
Although the leaders of the other unions concerned and of
the employers' associations have shown, in one way or another,
that they too appreciate the importance of the developments in
mechanization, the ILWU has been the union which has most
actively carried the issue to the rank and file. Our caucuses and
special stopwork meetings have really tackled mechanization at
the working level.
Now the New York longshoremen have gone us one better.
Their stopwork meeting last Tuesday shut down the greatest
port in the world ,so that the longshoremen coula hold a meeting
on mechanization and its impact on their work opportunities.
Let's not forget that there are more longshoremen, clerks and
miscellaneous workers in the port of New York than on the
entire West Coast.
The longshoremen paraded through the streets of New York
—after shutting down the port—like we used to do years ago.
Over 4,000 ILA Members carrying union banners, signs and
slogans, marched behind bands from the West Side piers to
Madison Square Garden for a stopwork meeting on mechaniza7
tion. There they were joined by another 17,000 workers who
streamed into the Garden from every part of the waterfront.
When the police shut the doors of the arena, hundreds .of
men were still lined up outside.
HERE ARE plenty of signs that we are not

T

State John Foster Dulles appear to be clinging

alone in interpreting the overwhelming de- to the idea that the people are not concerned
feat of Senator William F. Knowland in his or displeased about US foreign policy. Dulles
bid for California's governorship—for a step- said he was confident of bi-partisan cooperaping stone to a presidential nomination—as a tion with the new Democratic congress. Presirepudiation of US foreign policy and particu- dent Eisenhower got off a letter assuring Chilarly that policy which keeps us in boycott of ang's associates of continued US support and
the 610 million potential trade customers in told a press conference that he contemplated
China.
no foreign policy change.
As pointed out by our contemporary, the
It seems to us a deaf and blind reaction to
Pacific Shipper, voice of the men who ship the people's desires.
goods in foreign trade from West Coast ports,
Quemoy and Matsu were most definitely in the
ITH CHINA expanding in population at
minds of California voters, even though the
the same time that her industries are
policy toward China was not a spo.ken issue in
growing and her living standards going up,
the campaign. It would be only the most unmore and more countries of the world- are wooinformed voter who did not iealize that Knowing her for a customer.
land has long been the chief cog of the China
Meanwhile, we are missing the boat. Not belobby which has been the architect of our forcause we want to miss the boat, but because the
eign policy respecting China.
President and his secretary of state stubbornly
"In short," said the Pacific Shipper in its
cling to the hope that someday, someway the
November 10 issue, "the myth of widespread
doddering old dictator of Formosa will be able
public opposition to Chinese trade was shatto sail across the Formosan- straits and recontered. Even the first Democratic congressman
quer the people who chased him to his exile.
from Vermont in more than a century ran on
And meanwhile, ships are being laid up for
a plank calling for admission of China to the
lack of foreign trade. Men who could be workUnited Nations."
ing are not working for lack of trade, not alone
on the waterfront, but elsewhere.
The auto business, the appliance business,
leVEN THE Chiang Kai-shek entourage has
begun to see the handwriting on the wall the machinery business, the steel business—all
in Knowland's "demise as a political figure. have saturated their American market. Autos
Drew Pearson reported it November 12 that that could be running on China's improving
George Yeh, Formosan ambassador to Wash- roads are standing unsold on dealers' floors.
Up to now the China lobby has succeeded in
ington "figures this may be the end of all GOP
throttling the voice of business from any outsupport for Chiang Kai-shek."
The Associated Press in a roundup story on cry to enter the potentially vast market that
November 7 reported that "Senator Knowland's is China.
It is time now for the American people, busiloss was viewed in many cases as evidence that
Americans were discontented with the United ness and labor and those between to speak out..
States' support of Chiang's regime."
And from around the world came similar
t":11.1)
opinion. The conservative Danish tabloid, BT,
and Paris Figaro, even more conservative,
along with Tokio's Asahi were reported by AP
Published by tile internotiensil leirgshereinen's and ttlorehoesemen s Velem
as "among newspapers interpreting the Senator's fall as a blow at the China Lobby."
MORRIS WATSON, EDITOR
The News Chronicle of London said: "The Published every two weeks by the International Longbattling Senator for Formosa, whose views on shoremen's Sc Warehousemen s Union at 150 Golden
China have enraged liberal opinion in Britain Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif. Second-Class Postage Paid at ,San Francisco, Calif. Subscriptions $1,50
for years, has been swept out of politics."
per year.
The New York Times of November 6 in its
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif.
report from Paris said the defeat of Senator
Phone PRospect 5-0533 or PRospect 5-2220
Knowland "made nobody unhappy here. ReHARRY
BRIDGES.
LOUIS GOLDBLATT.
garded as one of the leaders of the 'China lobPresident
Secretary-Treasurer
by,' neither Mr. Knowland nor his all-out sup- J. R. ROBERTSON.
GERMAIN BULCKE.
First
President
Vice
Second
Vice President
port for Generalissimo Chiang has been popuLINCOLN FAIRLEY.
MORRIS WATSON.
lar here."
Research Director
'Information Director
Only President Eisenhower and Secretary of
' (Deadline for next IOSaei 1)eeeinber 1)
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WAS THE first stopwork meeting in modern ILA: history. It was the kind of show of rank and file strength which
we haven't seen around the rest of the labor movement for years.
The implications of this meeting on mechanization go far beyond the points of, the program adopted by the New York longshoremen.
For example, in calling upon all the locals up and down the
coast to hold fast on the status quo and to insist that the job
rights and the work opportunities of all -the members be prOtected the union is cutting right to the heart of the problem.
The demand for status quo in the East results first from the
victory won after the 1957 strike. And second from the kind
of gang structure which these workers have to fall back upon
for their security.
The 1957 strike marked a great victory for the East Coast
longshoremen. They won a contract and a set of conditions which
they now feel some of the employers are out to destroy. As the
men see it, the gains they won through a strike are now being
endangered. Their contract runs until September, 1959, and they
aren't prepared to move away from the contract terms.
We have to understand why this is so important in New York.
There is no port wide jOb security, as we know it, and the BiState Waterfront Commission still runs a wide-open operation,
flooding the port with new men and weakening the union's bargaining power in every way possible.
The gang structure gives a minimum of security on the particular dock or company where the men are employed. But the
work opportunity guaranteed regular gangs doesn't extend to
other piers. This is a pretty weak reed to lean on for security,
but it's all they have or will have until the Waterfront Commission is abolished and a hiring hall with a limited registration)s
put into operation.
Even if the New York longshoremen maintain the size of the
gang, it doesn't mean maintaining employment opportunity. But
this is where the sccurity must be anchored—in the guarantee
of work opportunity.

"Air_ As Alma:
, I ONGSHORE WORK has some things in common in every port
in the world—it's
al and irregular, it's insecure, it's hard,
dirty

And longshore unions everywhere have reacted in the same
way to this insecurity. They have tried to impose restrictions
upon the industry with the aim of protecting the men as much
as possible. So you find restrictions on new men coming into the
industry, restrictions on the size of gangs, restrictions on size
of loads, restrictions against labor saving devices, mechanization
and,other tech norogical changes.
These restrictions are natural and inevitable. Their purpose is
to spread the work, to reduce the threat of unemployment as far
as possible, and to try to knock out the best possible living'for
the registered work force. Longshore unions have followed this
same path whether in Melbourne, Antwerp, Genoa, New York,
or San Francisco.
There's really only one way to get the longshoremen to cooperate and not to oppose mechanization, and that is by ridding
them of the fear of layoffs and unemployment while guaranteeing
(Continued on Back Page)
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Business Rise
Credited to
Wage Boosts
Main credit for business recovery
which continues at the same time that
unemployment rises has been given to
rising hourly wage rates, which
brought a continued climb in the wages
and salaries of those still at work, by
Sumner Slichter, Harvard economist.
As reported in the current issue of
Business Week, which interprets the
opinions of a number of economists,
Slichter and others on the "unorthodox" side, "agree that the 'principal
lesson to be learned • from the recession
is that the economy is more resistant
to contraction than had been suspected'
but for completely different
reasons from those formerly assumed.
"Slichter argues that you can't account for the steadiness of the economy on the familiar basis that business
firms had switched to a policy of gearing investment plans to long-range expectations and ignoring cyclical contractions along the way. On the contrary, the capital spending in the recession proved to be highly sensitive
to sales decline.
GOVERNMENT WAS TARDY
"Slichter also denies that adroit government use of monetary and fiscal
policy accounted for the quick recovery. On the contrary, he says, 'the
government moved tardily to offset the
contraction.' Does he — and do many
economists and businessmen — give
the credit to the 'built-in stabilizers!—
such as unemployment compensation
and social security benefits, which rose
sharply as unemployment climbed.
"Instead, Slichter gives the main
credit to rising hourly rates which
brought a continued climb in the wages
and salaries of those still at work.
"This rise — which Slichter estimates at more than $10 billion — was,
he says, more than twice as important
as the increase in so-called transfer
payments such as unemployment compensation. In effect he gives the credit

NEW YORK — Twenty-one thousand longshoremen, checkers and allied
workers here in their first stop work
meeting in history on November 18 in
Madison Square Garden roared overwhelming approval of a program which
called for status quo on all operations
for the duration of the present agreement.'
The Port of New York was shut
down from 1 p.m. to '7 p.m. The Garden
was filled by 2:15 p.m. and the police

others wanting to get in, their line
stretching clear around the massive
hall.
The enthusiasm for the meeting was
expressed further by the parades of
three West side locals, who marched
with bands and local banners from the
West side to the Garden, their ranks
numbering more than 4,000.
STATUS QUO BACKED
The chief purpose and issue of the
meeting was the effects of automation
and new operations in the port.

to creeping wage and price inflation."

shut the doors on many thousand

The main address was to have been

For Working People

These three officials of ILWU Local 142 in Hawaii won seats in the Territorial
House of Representatives last November 4 on campaigns of meeting the needs of
the working people. Left to right, Pedro Dela Cruz, ILWU business agent for Molokai and Lanai, Yoshito Takimine, also
a business agent, will represent the Hamakua area of the island of Hawaii, and George Okano, chairman of the ILWU
unit at Love's Biscuit and Bread Company of Honolulu, who will represent the city's Tenth representative district.

21,000 N.Y. Dockers in Stopwork
Meet Back Job Security Fight
(Special to The DISPATCHElt)'

delivered by Thomas W. (Teddy) Gleason, vice president and general organizer of ILA. Gleason, however, was in
the hospital following a heart attack.
His message was delivered for him by
Fred R. Field, president of the New
York District Council, who also presided.
The message called *for the status
quo on all operations, no cuts in the
size of gangs and no changes in the
present standing schedule of any operation.
GLEASON MESSAGE
The determination was to use the
same manning schedule in effect on
October 1, 1957, the starting -date of
the present agreement.
(In New York longshore security depends primarily on being a member of
a gang. There is no hiring hall and no
registered list other than the unlimited
list maintained by the Bi-State Waterfront Commission, which, is required
by law to regiOer every man who applies.
(Unlike the West Coast where job
security comes through the hiring hAll
and registered list, with registered
men being guaranteed equal share of
the work, in New York a man must be
member of a gang on a particular
dock or face the prospect of no work.
Thus, a cut in a gang size may mean
permanent waterfront unemployment
for those cut off.)
Gleason's message pointed out that
despite the 32-cent hourly increase in
wages since the last agreement the
take-home of the men in the industry
has declined.
DOUBLE-TALK SCORED
The employers were attacked for
"talking out of both sides of their
mouths" -- being for sharing the benefits of automation at the Propeller
Club convention in San Francisco while
at the same time trying to cut the
gangs where they operate.
The question: "Would you have
voted to end that strike (the strike that
preceded the 1957 agreement) and accept the contract if you knew it meant
to cut the gangs?" brought a tremen:dons hand.
, It was pointed out that the operators
are trying to get through labor rela-

International Longshoremen's Association
Longshoremen - Checkers - Allied Crafts

PORIWIDE MEETING
Madison Spare Garden
50th Street and Eighth Avenue
New York, N.Y.
•
TUESDAY

ovember 18,1958
1:30 P.M.

SUBJECT:
Automation in The Longshore
Industry and What it
Means To You

Attend and Protec

Your Job - Your Pension - Your %Hoye Benefits
is a facsimile of the poster with which the
ILA STOP WORK Here
New York District Council of the International
Longshoremen's Association summoned overflow attendance to a stop work
meeting in big Madison Square Garden where they .roared overwhelming approval of a determination to maintain the status quo on gang sizes for the duration of their agreement. In the hall were 21,000 dockers, and outside many
thousands more who couldn't get in. Lacking'a hiring hall and a genuine registered list, job security in New York depends upon being a member of, a gang
on a particular dock.
•,
,

tions what they couldn't get through
negotiations, and it was asserted that
if the operators continue along this
line ILA would do away with arbitration completely in the next contract.
The meeting was told that the stand
that all work on vans and containers
must be performed by ILA members in
accordance with the agreement will
continue.
EMPLOYERS WARNED
The Gleason message said that the
only way the problems could be solved
was by industry-wide discussion.
Anthony Anastasia, Brooklyn vice
president, said the only real solution
of the problem was a six-hour day
without loss of pay, and that such
should be the union's main demand in
the coming negotiations.
Anastasia was in full support of the
movement to maintain the status quo.
The operators were warned that any
attempt to change the status quo would
bring action from every port from Portland, Me., to Brownsville, Tex.
Captain William Bradley, president
of ILA, told the meeting that he went
to jail 'for the union before and would
go again. "This meeting," he said,
"shows the union is united against any
threat by the employers to break our
ranks."
ILA Welfare and Pension Director
Walter Sullivan reported pensions and
welfare in danger because of a further
decline in 21
/
4 million man hours lost
in the port over the past year.
ARBITRATORS BLASTED
Fred Field said the union was not
looking for trouble, but that if someone else is "we're available."
Harry Hasselg r en, ILA secretarytreasurer, said that any cargo containers not loaded by ILA members should
not be handle. Anastasia blasted arbitrators: "They're shoemakers—they
don't know anything about this business."
It was asserted that the union would
publish a list of uniform standards in
working conditions and call upon each
ship gang to- elect a shop steward to
assist the dock steward in seeing that
conditions. are enforced.

Charge Big Business
Hogs Missile Loot
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.---Big business
is accused of hogging this nation's rapidly expanding missile program, in a
Business Committee report.
Since 1952 procurement of missiles
and related hardware has risen from
1.5 percent of defense procurement
spending to an estimated 24.5 percent
in 1959.
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Jewish Leader
Raps Nationa
Leadership
SAN FRANCISCO — In an interview here last week, Benjamin R. Epstein, national director of the Anti..
Defamation League, blamed the bombing of Jewish Synagogues and the desegregation problems in the South on
the "failure of national leadership."
"In my judgment," he said, "the failure of national leadership to support
the Supreme Court and conduct a campaign to prepare the South to accept
desegregation has been one of the principle causes for much of the difficulty
we are having today."
Epstein, a New Yorker, was,here to
discuss with local officials of the organization the bombing of four synagogues in the South, at Nashville, Miami, Atlanta and Jacksonville and four
additional bombing attempts.
BREAKDOWN OF LAW
"The responsible leadership and the
vast majority of people in the South
are shocked by this terrorism," he declared. "The bombings are the work,
we are certain, of extremist groups, encouraged by open defiance of the Supreme Court.
"This is the central point of the
major danger. There has been a partial
breakdown of law and order in the
South, brought about by defiance of
the Supreme Court."
The Jewish leader also challenged
the contention of US Housing Administrator Albert M. Cole that his agencies have no responsibility for preventing racial and religious discrimination
in private housing.
"I think the federal government can
and should do a great deal to set the
climate for eliminating patterns of discrimination in housing.
"The government should refuse to
lend money for segregated housing.
Ghettoes in the North must be eliminated, as well as segregation in the
South."

Ware ousemen Re-elect
All Incumbent Officers

MARTIN CALLAGHAN -

Callaghan Is
Re-elected by
SF Dockers

SAN FRANCISCO — President Martin J. Callaghan of ILWU Longshore
Local 10 was re-elected for another
term as president of the local in balloting held on November 13, 14 and 15.
He defeated James Kearney by a vote
of 1,567 to 1,463.
Reino J. Erkkila with 1,093 votes
and Robert Rohatch with 1,063 will be
in the run-off for vice president. For
secretary-treasurer, George Pickering
with 788 votes will be opposed by
George A. Bradley who had 541.
Six candidates for business agent
will contest in the run-off for three
posts. These are Charles Hoffman, 963
votes; Bill Hurschmann, 971; Albert
James, 1,065; Bill McGee, 816; Walter
Nelson, 861, and Frank L. Stout, 1,018.
Eighteen candidates will contest in
the run-off for nine dispatcher jobs.
iThese are Andy Anderson, 888 votes;
Peter Balestrieri, 416; Leon Barlow,
499; Q. (Bull) Bulleri, 819; Peter DorSEATTLE—The ILWU Puget Sound
Dis:rict Council will hold a special con- skoff, 869, Tony Gomes, 460; Tony J.
Gomez, 1,082; David Littleton, 992; Joe
vention here on December 3.
Mosley, 855; Richard Oldenburg, 592;
In a call sent out this month by SecJack Orchid, 1,008; John glivera, 968;
retary Hugh R. Bradshaw, acting on
John Perez, 1,031; Mike Sarnaduroff,
decision of the council, the agenda was
1,101; Joe Sanchez, 584; Carl (Smitty)
listed as (1) legislative amendments,
Smith, 637; David Tucker, 343, and
(2) welfare officer, (3) legislative
John E. Walker, 747.
lobbyist, (4) international convention
AYERZA ELECTED
entertainment, (5) a strike fund, and
(Big) Bignone with 615 votes will
(6) longshore travel problems.
run-off for sergeant-at-arms of the
All ILWU locals of the Puget Sound
hiring hall with Ray (Wrap-it-up) Fewere urged to send one or more deleliciano with 844 votes. Tony Ayerza
gates in addition to their regular counwas elected sergeant-at-arms for memcil delegate. The convention will be
bership meetings with 955 votes.
open to all federated auxiliaries and
Elected to the board of trustees were
pensioners in the Puget Sound district,
Albert (Baggy) Bertani, Reino J. Erkand to delegates from Longview and
kila, Jimmy Manning, Charles W. MayVancouver, Washington.
field and Robert Rohatch.
ILWU Second Vice President • Germain Bulcke was elected to the area
Kaiser Turnout Big
labor relations committee out of a field
In First 1LWIJ Poll
of five.
ANTIOCH, Calif. — For the first
Archie Brown, Reino J. Erkkila and
time in their union life, the workers in
Robert Rohatch were named to the
the Kaiser Gypsum plant here have expublicity committee. Elected to the
perienced rank and file participation,
promotions committee were Ken Ausin a union election. The workers only
tin, Albert (Baggy) Bertani, Richard
recently shifted to ILWU Local 6 from
(Dick) Harp, Robert Rohatch and Jack
another union.
(Simon) Simonovich.
Eighty-eight, or more than 90 perDELEGATES NAMED
cent of them, cast ballots in this
Delegates to the Northern California
month's Local 6 election. They elected
District Council of ILWU will be BerFloyd E. Hilton to represent them on
tani, Bill Bronson, President Callaghan,
the local's general executive board, and
Erkkila, Charles Hoffman, Kearney,
Raymond Adair for their unit chair- Bill Kirby, IVfayfield, Rohatch and
man, Albert E. Berens, unit secretary,
Henry Schmidt.
and Robert Garcia, sergeant-at-arms.
Twenty delegates elected to the coast
longshore and ship clerks caucus and
Local 26 Okays Pact
the ILWU convention next April were,
With Gates Rubber
in order of the votes received, Harry
LOS ANGELES—A new three-year Bridges, Germain Bulcke, Martin .Calcontract between ILWU Local 26 and laghan, Reino J. Erkkila, James KearGates Rubber Company has been ap- ney, Robert Rohatch, Henry Schmidt,
proved by the membership.
Bill Kirby, Charles W. Mayfield, Mike
Gains include 8 cents an hour across- Samaduroff, Frank L. Stout, Bill Chesthe-board effective November 7, three ter, Bill Hurschmann, Walter Nelson,
weeks paid vacation after 11 years Albert Bertani, Charles Hoffman, John
aeniority and four weeks after 25 years. Olivera, Andy Anderson, Bill McGee
Annual wage openings are provided, and Peter Dorskoff.
The run-off ejection will be held Noas is a provision to review health and
vember 28, 29 and December 1.
welfare coverage.

Washington Locals
ToHoldSpecialMeet

SAN FRANCISCO — President
Charles Duarte and Secretary-Treasurer Richard Lynden of ILWU Local
6 were re-elected to their local-wide
offices without opposition on November 15.
Elections were also held by divisions
for all other full-time officers. In the
San Francisco Division where designations of business agents' offices were
not on the ballot for the first time for
many years, Joseph Muzio was re-elected with 1,578 votes; Joseph Lynch.
was re-elected with 1,538 votes, and
Keith Eic km a n was re-elected with
1,290 votes. Opposing the incumbent
candidates were Swede Carlson who received 1,225 votes and Curtis McClain
who received 1,158 votes. Billy Lufrano
was •re-elected dispatcher with a vote
of 1,967 over William Moon who received 446 votes.
OAKLAND RESULTS
In the Oakland Division •where the
designations for business agents were
retained for this year's election, Paul
Heide and Bill Burke were re-elected
without opposition. Joseph Blasquez
was re-elected with a- vote of 1,241.
Candidates opposing him were Lou
RICIIARD LYNDEN
Gonick who received 341 votes and Bill
Blain who received 363. Joe Gomes was
Elvin M. "Al" Balatti was rere-elected dispatcher without opposi- ett, and
elected business agent in Stockton.
tion.
This year's ballot carried a referenIn other divisions, August Hemenez
was re-elected business agent in Crock- dum on the question of eliminating the
designations for business agent in future annual elections of the local. This
applies in the divisions where there is
more than one business agent. The results of the voting show that the majority of members favor eliminating
the designations.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The following members were elected
to the Board of Trustees from the divisions indicated: San Francisco — Ace
de Losada, Sam Barren and Al Harman; Oakland — Charles Brown, Ed
Newman and Ray Duarte; Stockton —
Albert Collins; Crockett—Dick Boyer;
and Redwood-City — Roland Corley.
Also elected were delegates to the
1959 ILWU Convention to be held in
Seattle: San Francisco — Ace de Losada, Sam Barren, LeRoy King and
Phil Golden; Oakland—Charles Brown,
Lou Gonick and Charles Murray;
Stockton — Albert Collins; Crockett—
Dan Mahoney; and Redwood City —
Manuel Ramirez.

CHARLES (CHILE) .DUARTE

Students at Cambridge University
have protested that a projected visit of
Princess Margaret will interrupt their
studies.

Crockett Local Gives Banner—
And a Lesson—to Sugar Company
CROCKETT — Crockett warehouse- could not be used in our coming negomen have given the California & Ha- tiations."
waiian Sugar Refining Corp. a union
Maclean thanked Hemenez "for your banner — and a lesson in good sports- magnanimous gesture in sending to
me, the loser, your banner which carm acn&
shd p.p
resident Donald Maclean ac- ried you and your union to victory."
cepted both in good spirit.
Maclean said that the union banner
The incident grew out of Maclean's "may well find itself in the C&H arsupport, financial and otherwise, to chives as a continuing reminder that
right-to-work Proposition 18, which there are differences of opinion on
took a lopsided beating from California many things."
voters.
,we
feel that it is incumbent upon
us as victors to conduct ourselves with
restraint and magnanimity," August
Hemenez, Business Agent of ILWU
Warehouse Local 6, Crockett division,
SEATTLE — Frank M. Andrews, a
wrote to Maclean.
of ILWU Local 47 in Olympia,
rrimber
"We have decided to reverse the hisand a member of the ILWU executive
torical tradition, whereby the vanboard, has again been chosen as legisquished surrender its standard to the
lative lobbyist for Washington locals
victor.
of ILWU by the Puget Sound Council.
,"We are hereby enclosing our tatAndrews has been lobbyist for the
tered bapner, symbolic of the great victwelve regular
tory won by the working people of our Washington locals for
extra
sessions. He
four
and
sessions
our
include
fervent
We
state.
great
with a legishope that all animosity will end, with will this time be working
Democrats have a
both sides acquiescent to this mandate lature in which the
35 to 14 control of the Senate and a 68
by the informed electorate."
to 28 control in the House.
A LITTLE SNAPPER
Said Andrews: "The election sure
Hemenez added this snapper in a
changed the state legislature's face. So
P.S.:
"It is unfortunate that your contri- constructive labor legislation should be
bution to the 'Yes on 18 Committee' possible for a change."

Andrews Again to
Lobby in Olympia
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Trade Union• Democracy in Action - - it Works

•

The scenes above are typical of ILWU locals everywhere as they, hold their annual referendum elections to choose officers, trustees, executive board
members, delegates and committees. They belie the
"labor bossism" which the proponents of open shop
laws invented in their vain effort to get, their right-

to-wreck proposals over. These pictures depict the
voting of the San Francisco division of Local 6, the
big Bay Area warehouse union. At left, sealed ballot
boxes are delivered at Civic Auditorium November
15 by Loomis Armored Car Service and being signed
r
Ballotirw,Copmittee Chairman Claude .1 Red)

Contests for All
Local 26 Offices
LOS ANGELES — The annual election of ILWU Local 26, to be held December 3, will see contests for all four
full-time offices and for international
convention delegates.
Incumbent Hy Orkin and Scotty Robertson seek the presidency; incumbent
George Lee and Stanley Levi will compete for the vice-presidency.
A •three-way contest is on for the
office of secretary-treasurer, with Gerrit Bouwman, John M. Lee and incumbent Lou Sherman contending.
Three candidates also seek the one
business agent post to be filled. They
are George Anderson, incumbent Tom
Chapman and Joe Dominguez.
For two delegate .spots, Eugene L.
Kelly,, Sid London, Paul Perlin, Neal
Pettibone and Loyd Seeliger are competing.
Voting will take place December 3
in Los Angeles from 1 until 9 p.m. at
the Warehousemen's Building, 57th
and Figueroa; in Wilmington at the
Union Hiring Hall, 2271/2 Avalon Boulevard, and in San Diego, North Hollywood, Bakersfield, Puente, Fontana
and Ontario at times and places designated by the Local's Executive Board.

Drive on for Toys,
Food for Navajos WILMINGTON — 1LWU Local 13
member John Marks has launched his
annual drive for a collection of food
and toys to make a happier Christmas
for the Navajo Indians in Arizona and
New Mexico.
Canned goods are especially important this year, Marks said, because the
Navajos had a very poor corn crop
this year. Clothing and toys for the
children are next most important
items.
Contributions may be given to the
sergeant-at-arms at the Dispatch Hall.'
The Navajo Trucking Co., as in past
years, has offered to freight the collection without charge.

McDonald (standing) and Mitch Peters (kneeling).
The sealed boxes were picked up again by the same
service at the conclusion of voting on November 17,
and opened and counted by rank and file members
of the balloting committee, at riglit.

Local 502 Secretary Vents
Feeling on Board of Referees

One of fife most significant
Iipsef election
wins in Astoria,
Ore., was the thumping majority vote
by which Local 50 member, Bert Pohl,
unseated Republican Port Commissioner James Bowler. Although active
in his own local, Pohl, who is only 39,
had never before run for public office.
He received 5,686 votes to Bowler's
4,423. He campaigned on a program
of bringing prosperity to Clatsop
County through more business and
cargo for the port. Another Local 50
member, Al Rissman, is serving his second term as port commissioner. He was
unopposed for re-election.

January Draft Call Lower
WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Secretary of Defense has set the January,
1959, draft call to 9,000 men, 2,000
fewer than the monthly call for September through December. Other cuts
ordered in the armed forces will reduced armed forces to 2,525,000 men
as comrpred to 2,596,282 at the start
of November.

NEW WESTMINSTER, B. C. — Ro- as the referee said they would have to
land R. Cope, secretary of ILWU Local go along with the recommendations -of
502 here, recently suffered a disillu- the commission because these men
sionment which he reports in the 502 stood to gain.
bulletin Gangplank as follows:
"I asked the board why the commis"Your writer was instructed to go sion recognized one group of men who
to Vancouver, and appear before the were not on strike (foremen) who also
so-called Board of Referees on behalf stood to gain, and did gain, yet a few
of casual workers working out of our casual workers are denied benefits.
hall, who were refused (unemployment) They .could not explain this, and evibenefits during the strike. I explained dently do not want to. Their minds
the cases of the men involved, and in- were made up, in my estimation, before
formed them they had no voice in the we sat down.
strike and in no way were they in"I have never had much faith in this
volved. I informed them they were unemployed insurance in regards to
men sent to work on the waterfront longshore industry, and this being my
during our peak periods and rightly first introduction, to the so-called
could not be classed as longshoremen. . Board of Referees, it only makes it
"For your information the Board of that much worse.
Referees is composed of three men,and
"It. smells."
I would estimate they were in the age
group of 65 to 80, in all probability
they were past members of some political party, and this is a means of patronage. I. do not think there was a
labor representative in this group.
LOS ANGELES — First $50 award
"But be that as it may after talking
to a member for assisting in the orand explaining that these casual workganization - of a new plant into ILWU
ers were not members of our union,
Local 26 was scheduled to be presented
we take no dues, or assessments from
to Adrian "Granny" Grandidier at the
them, but my pleading was to no avail,
local's membership meeting November
21.
Grandidier is chief shop steward at
Brunswig Drug in Los Angeles, and
was instrumental in organizing the
Brunswig Drug warehouse in Covina.
LOS ANGELES — Seven months
Workers at the operation voted 9 to
after the NLRB election was held 6 for Local 26 in an NLRB election.
by ILWU Local 26 at Fry Roofing The classification of stock clerk was
Company and Volney Felt, the union 'receiving $1.58 an hour, 60 cents under
was notified that it had won 35 to 32. the Brunswig Los Angeles rate of
Eight of the ballots had been chal- $2.16. Soon-to-start negotiations will
lenged by the company after the March seek the standard wholesale drug con28 election, which was the -second held tract.
at the plants. Without the challenged
Giving of the $50 award to members
ballots, the vote was 29 to 30.
instrumental in bringing new shops
The regional director of the Labor into the union is part of the steppedBoard recommended that the chal- up organizing drive now under way in
lenged ballots be counted, but the mat- the local. International Representative
ter had to go to the Washington NLRB Chet Meske was in charge of the camheadquarters for, a ruling.
paign.

Local 26 Gives First
Organizing Award

NLRB Sits for 7
Months on Election
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Labor's Vote
Falls Short
In Oregon
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26 More Dockers
On Pension List
SAN FRANCISCO — Twenty-six
ILWU dock workers were retired on
the ILWU-PMA pension and four
widows began receiving ILWU-PMA
Survivor Benefits as of December 1,
1958, Henry Schmidt, Pension Fund
Director announced this week. They
are:
Local 4: Otto Leathers; Local 8:
Claude Hansen, Bill Manos and
Henry Reinhardt; Local 10: Nazzareno. Lanciotti and Joseph Maurer;
Local 13: John Beltrando; Local 19:
James Cronin, Hugh M. Drew, Alfred
Herring, Emil Kienlen and Martin
Maim; Local 32: Joseph E. Wenger;
Local 34: George Hargis and Boyden
Macfie; Local 47: Herbert Cunningham; Local 63: Fred Hardcastle; Local 68: Gabriel G. Gull; Local 94:
John B. Ferrari, all on the ILWUPMA regula'r pension plan.
On the disability plan were: Local
8: Maurice Fisher, Fred Leifur and
Edwin C. Parrish; Local 10: Richard
Melis; Local 50: Elmer Koski.
On the open-end plan: Local 8:
Lee Miller; Local 50: George W. Vernon.
The widows are: Annie Hildebrand, Sara Johnson, Emily Ritter
and Blanche Trefry.
*
* *
Retiring on the ILWU-Alaska pension as of December 1, 1958 was
Charlie Flores, Local 6-2 dock worker.

PORTLAND — Reps. Charles 0.
Porter, Al Ullman and Mrs. Edith
Green, the Democratic incumbents in
three of the state's four Congressional
districts were returned to office November 4, despite huge sums the NA111GOP combine threw into the campaign
against two of them. Democratic State
Labor Commissioner Norman 0. Nilsen, was also reelected.
There were significant election wins
at the local, county and legislative
level, particularly in Multnomah
Coloty where 11 of 15 candidates for
the legislature endorsed by ILWU
were elected, out of a field of 16.
But the Oregon election picture, in
the main, failed to duplicate the victory picture in Washington and California where the menace of "right-towork" apparently brought many more
working people to the polls.
NORBLAD WINS
Oregon Labor failed to oust Walter
Norblad, the. reactionary Republican
Representative in the First Congressional District, although the all-out effort of AFL-CIO and independent
unions in exposing his voting record
cut deep into his margin.
A major election casualty was the
defeat of the state's labor-endorsed
Democratic governor, Robert Holmes,
by Mark Hatfield, the Republican secretary of state.
What the voters bought when they
threw an 87,000 majority vote to the
36-year-old ex-college professor was
something they hadn't counted on —
competition for Oregon's senior senator, Wayne Morse, four years from
now.
HOLMES' DEFEAT
Prom a spot check of voter opinion
OTTAWA — A proposed Bill of
in one area, it would appear that the
farm vote was a factor in Holmes' de- Rights for Canada which was introfeat. The dirt farmer, staggering under duced by Prime Minister John G. Diethe skyrocketing pi-operty tax burden, fenbaker at the last session of Parliament, and which was debated but not
blamed the governor, long a champion
of good schools. Actually, observers passed, is expected to be reintroduced
say, the high taxes are due to a variety at the next session of Parliament and
of other causes. One is that the state's undergo many changes before it is
timber owners are riding almost tax- finally approved.
According to Canadian labor reports
free on the backs of the farmers and
the proposed Bill of Rights will make
small home owners.
Another factor in the Holmes defeat, it more difficult in future for governas well as in the Norblad victory, ments or law enforcement agencies to
union analysts charge, was the under violate existing rights, but gives Cana.:
cover campaign aimed at the white col- dians no new freedoms.
lar vote. The little-publicized but fiRights listed in the bill are:
nancially powerful Oregon Citizens'
The right of the individual to life,
Group circulated labor-smear propaliberty, security of the person and enganda among professional people, prior
joyment of property, and the right not
to the election, insinuating that UAW
to be deprived thereof except by due
President Walter Reuther was masterprocess of law.
minding candidates endorsed by labor,
The right of the individual to profrom his Detroit office.
tection of the law without discriminaLabor wins at the legislative level
tion by reason of race, national origin,
were chalked up in all counties in
color, religion or sex. Freedom of reliwhich the ILWU has locals — Coos,
gion, speech, assembly and association,
Columbia, Clatsop and Lincoln, as well
and freedom of the press are menas Multnomah; and this year for the
tioned.
first time Oregon will have Democratic
No legislation may,infringe on these
majorities in both Houses at Salem.
rights and no legislation is to be conBALLOT MEASURES BEATEN
The union did not do as well on bal- strued in administration as abridging
lot measures endorsed at the CRDC's them. Provision is made for suspension
October meeting. Voted down at the of some individual rights in wartime,
polls were measures to increase the but terms are more restricted than in
•
funds for war veterans' loans and to the past.
A post-war attempt to exile Japaamend the state constitution so as to
up the salaries of legislators from $600 nese-Canadians and the suspension of
the right of habeas corpus at the time
to $1200 per year.
Also lost, undoubtedly because the of the Russian spy trials in Ottawa in
other unions failed to make any rec- the mid-1940s were cited by Prime
ommendation on the subject, was a Minister Diefenbaker as examples
measure to abolish capital punishment. where traditional rights of the individual had been ignored.
Stating that all political practices
are subject to the temptations of exer'Right to Work'Tail
cising power without regard to freeContinues to Wriggle
dom, he added that "unless restrained
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Despite
the pathways of power lead to the degits defeat at the polls in four out
radation of the rights of individuals."
of five states in the last election, a
Liberal leader, L. B. Pearson gave
National Right-to-Work Committee
full support to the general objectives
has announced through a spokesman
of the bill but argued that it wasn't
that it will shift its efforts to state
necessary since freedom was already
legislatures in Wyoming, New Mexmore secure in Canada than in anyico and probably Maryland.
where else in the world.
The executive director of the outCCF House Leader Hazen Argue felt
fit, W. T. Harrison, said that addithat the draft Bill of Rights was too
tional educational programs would
narrow in scope and should have been
be conducted in Washington, Colodrawn up as a constitutional amendrado and Montana.
ment instead of as an ordinary statute.

Canadians to
Consider a
Bill of Rights

People's Health a Collective
Responsibility—Warren

business. Highly trained men must employ expensive equipment and frequently work for years on experiments
which sometimes yield nothing but
the conclusion that they have been
pursuing a false lead. To science the
failures are the natural concomitant
of the successes, and frequently they
are most costly.

AN FRANCISCO'S new Cardiovascular Research Institute is an "example of government acting to meet
a pressing need for the advancement of
the welfare of the people," Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of the United States, said at October
30 dedication ceremonies.
Work Should Be Supported
The million-dollar Institute for study
By People as a Whole
of the heart and circulation at the Unino SHOULD support this costly
versity of California Medical Center
work? There can be no answer
was financed by almost $500,000 in
state funds, half that from feder0 than that it should be supported by
funds. Grants for special research fa- the people as a whole, for it is all of
cilities and current research programs us who benefit from the discoveries
come from state and federal govern- that inevitably are,made.
"What is the instrumentality by
ments, voluntary organizations like the
"which the people extend such suppport?
Heart Association, private business and
It is their government—the governindividuals.
ment which they freely elect."
The Chief Justice took the occasion
The new Institute, said the Chief Justo emphasize that the people's health
tice, "in the fullest sense is the creaand welfare is a "collective responsition of the people of the State of Calibility," that "in a properly functioning
fornia acting through their Legislature
democracy the Legislature is an effec... which appropriates funds ...
tiv,e instrument of the people, the
"We hear a great deal these days
mechanism through which they are
about the relationship of the federal
able to satisfy some of their .collective
governemnt to the state governments,
needs."
and in some parts of the country the
The needs are great. "It is difficult,"
cry is being heard that the'federal govsaid the Chief Justice, "to conceive of
ernment is infringing upon what is
a subject more worthy of study than
known as states' rights.
this, for today heart disease is the
"There may have been times in our
cause of more than half the deaths both
history when the federal government
in the State of California and in the
became too deeply involved in matters
nation, as a whole . .
that were the proper prerogatives of
the states, but in my opinion this has
He Stresses Government's
generally happened only when the
Role in Advancing Health
states themselves have failed to meet
"'THERE WILL always be a .number the needs of the people ...
one killer. If it is heart disease today, it will be something else tomor- The Discoveries Will Benefit
row. Yet there is progress in this The Nation as a Whole
change, for not only do scientific ad- 66
E SEE in this new Cardiovasvances enable us to extend human life
cular Institute an excellent exexpectancy, they rid our lives of much ample of the harmonious relationship
pain and suffering and free us to pur- between state and federal authority
sue in greater security and well-being that can be achieved when reasonable
the callings in which we are engaged." men set themselves -to the task of
Much of Chief Justice Warren's solving a need common to all.
speech was devoted to the govern"For although it was the State Legisment's role in advancing the health lature that took the initiative in creand welfare of the people:
ating this new Institute and financing;
"From time to time there arise needs the construction .. it is money prothat can be met only by the initiative vided by the federal government which
and resources of all of the people act- has been used to buy the necessary
ing together through their elected rep- equipment to put it into operation.
resentatives. This is especially true in
"It is fitting that the federal govmany matters of public health and in ernment play this part. . . for the
disthe advancement of medical knowl- coveries that will be made here
will
edge.
benefit the nation as a whole, and not
"The search for knowledge is a costly merely the people of California."

S
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Oregon Right-to-Work
Set Back in First Round
PORTLAND, Nov. 15 — Labor won
the first round against an Oregon
"right-to-work" drive here when the
Bank of California assured the Multnomah County Labor‘Council the bank
had divorced itself from the Oregon
Citizens' Group.
This is the employer outfit which several months ago opened a campaign to
back reactionary candidates and soften
up the state for union-curbing legislation.
(An expose of Citizens' Group activities, carried in The, Dispatcher Oct.
24 showed the group was headed by the
same men who financed Rep. Walter
Norblad's campaign. It solicited funds
for block subscriptions to a labor-smear
sheet and pushed the viciously antiunion Donald E. Richberg book,"Labor
Union Monopoly."
The bank, which had been acting as
an anti-labor fund clearing house, told
Labor Council Secretary Ed Whelan it
would send the money collected back
to the donors. Whelan had protested
the bank's role in the "crusade." "They
had to admit it was non-union," he said.
Meanwhile it appeared the group's
parent body, the New York-based Constitutional Government Committee,
•
might be in hot water also.,
•

Committee claims that contributions
toward circulating the Richberg book
could be used for tax write-offs were
countered by the Internal Revenue Bureal.
The unions had protested abuse of
tax deductibility in a political and partisan cause. As a result, Uncle Sam was
forced to write the committee threatening to revoke its tax exemption. If this
is done, the big business executives who
shelled out for the book will be left
holding the tax bag.
Ho.wever, part of the committee's
(and the Citizens' Group) objectives
were accomplished: An anti-labor congressman was in office for another two
years; and a fair-to-labor governor was
on the bricks.

Puget Sound Decides
Against New Office
SEATTLE, Wash. — Locals in the
ILWU Puget Sound Council were notified by Council Secretary Hugh B.
Bradshaw November 7 that the proposal for a welfare officer to service
the locals' membership on compensation claims was voted down by a majority of the members.
„
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ILWU Council
Raps Proposed
Cable Merger.
SEATTLE—The ILWU Puget Sound
Council adopted a resolution November
6 calling upon United States Senator
Warren Magnuson to withdraw his support from legislation which would permit the major international radio, telegraph and cable communications companies to create a monopoly in the
communications industry.
The council adopted the resolution
and urged affiliated locals to concur
after hearing Joseph Selly, president of
the American Radio Operators' Union.
Selly said the proposed merger of the
communications firms would cause loss
of a large number of jobs.
The resolution said that Congress
has as a matter of public policy over
many years refused to permit mergers
in international communications. However, in the last session of Congress,
the companies have been able to persuade Senator Magnuson to introduce
S-4231 to exempt the companies from
the anti-monopoly prohibitions of the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act.
In calling upon Senator Magnuson to
withdraw his support of the legislation,
the resolution also urged him "to use
his influence as chairman of the Senate
Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce to protect labor, the public
and the national defense by opposing
any merger legislation in this vital
industry."

Two Race for Top
Post in Local 63

on a Missouri Farm." Painted at St. Charles, Mo., in
Labor in Art "Threshing
lection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.

Letters to the Editor

WILMINGTON—William B. Piercy,
Jr., incumbent, will be opposed by
Cramer D. Gleaton for the presidency Role of the Auxiliaries
of ILWU Local 63, Marine Clerks' AsEditor: The editorial in the Nov. 7
sociation, in the annual election to be
Dispatcher is an excellent one .indeed,
held December 4.
pointing out as it does the role of the
Three candidates for vice president union wife in the struggle for better
are Leslie Gebhard, Walter• S. Kowal- wages, better conditions and security.
ski and Mariett Ralph.
In point of fact, the content of this
There are four candidates for ser- _editorial states the need for ILWU
geant-at-arms and 29 candidates for auxiliaries, but nowhere mentiong
eleven places on the executive board. them.
Three candidates for trustee, Morris
I submit that there is a serious unT. Berkhoel, F. C. Murray and Claude derestimation of ILWU auxiliaries and
Stotts, Sr., are unopposed.
their potential. Education is a yearEight candidates seek the two places round, day-in and day-out process.
on the labor relations committee and Surely the ILWU is aware of the auxan equal number are running for the iliaries and their work up and down the
seven posts on the grievance commit- coast, as well as Hawaii. The auxiltee.
iaries do a steady job throughout the
The race for dispatcher is between year. Our life is not confined to coffee
Claude W. Brown and Tony Grich.
and donuts on the picket line; to picnics, parties and dances for union children, members and pensioners, nor to
Election Ordered
the "narrow interests of our houseIn Cotton Compress
holds."
LOS ANGELES — Ordering of an
The recent elections are a case in
election by the NLRB at Camp & Fel- point. The Federated Auxiliaries disder Compress in San Joaquin Valley tributed its own .leaflet against Propwas announced this week by ILWU osition 18 and 202 putting its case to
Local 26 Secretary-Treasurer Lou women. (The leaflet was paid for thru
Sherman.
the courtesy of the International). Our
The union is urging the labor board 'women up and down the coast worked
to set the time of the election within as registrars, on phone brigades, did
the next few weeks, when employment 'office work, had Speaker's Bureaus,
in the compress industry is near its canvassed voters and distributed thoumaximum.
sands of pieces of other matefials.
And what of ou
. r year-round activities? ILWU program is implemented
thru the auxiliaries by meetings which
in some areas have already discussed'
mechanization, etc„ based on Dispatcher material and information given
SAN FRANCISCO — Vacation
at our Federated Board meeting by
checks totaling $41,483.88 went to
Brother Robertson.
ILWU's Alaska longshore locals NoOur financial contributions to the
vember 7 for distribution to the 307
communities
in the names of ILWU
longshoremen who earned 1958 vaauxiliaries have ranged from aid to the
cations under the new agreements
needy and handicapped to the victims
negotiated last year, ILWU Vice
of Taft-Hartley and Walter-McCarran
President Germain Bulcke anact persecutions.
nounced here.
Cooperation is not a one-way street.
Alaska dockers now earn vacaAuxiliaries need to grow and new. auxtions on the basis of hours worked
iliaries should be formed. For this, the
and length of service in the induswhole-hearted assistance of the union
try. Employers contribute 14 cents
members and the locals is needed. We
per straight-time hour worked and
know that our work could be infinitely
21 cents for overtime to the ILWUmore effective were we able to reach,
Alaska Vacation Fund.
with union help, the thousands of
Payments went to longshoremen,
women of ILWU families. With the hus'shipclerks and foremen in Seward,
band in an ILWU union and the women
Locals 39, 82 and 89; Juneau, Local
in an ILWU auxiliary, the kids will
16; Ketchikan, Local 62; Sitka,
get a Union education.
Local 84; and Wrangell, Local 87.
•
And so I ask that the Dispatcher

$41,483 to Alaska
Dockers Vacations

give the auxiliaries a real editorial
boost and print the names and • addresses of the Federated Auxiliaries
President, Secretary and State VicePresidents, with appropriate remarks
to the effect that auxiliary information can be obtained from these
sources.
Wenonah Drasnin,
President,
Ladies Auxiliary, ILWU
Local 17, East Bay.

1935 by Joe Jones. From i he col-

Strikers See
End of Long
Kohler Fight

SHEBOYGAN, Wis. — Kohler strikers believe the Democratic election
sweep and defeat of right-to-work laws
will bring an eventual cease-fire in
their four-year battle with the big
plumbing corporation.
Allan Graskamp, president of striking UAW Local 833, said his members
now "look forward to better days for
Editor's Note: We are delighted not
organized labor and working people."
only to print the list of ILWU auxilThe leader of the nation's longest
iary officers but also to urge the utstrike said the union expects "fair apmost cooperation with the work of the
pointments to state commissions, inauxiliaries by ILWU members and
cluding the state labor board and intheir wives. As Mrs. Drasnin says, the
dustrial commission. The passage of
auxiliaries have done a great job for
fair labor laws on both state and fedILWU. Here are the officers of the
eral levels is also a good possibility."
ILWU Federated Auxiliaries who can
"All this," he emphasized, t'could
provide more information:
have a bearing on the Kohler strike."
President, Valerie Taylor, 1942:16th
REBUFF FOR COMPANY
Street, North Bend, Ore.; Secretary,
The union's strike committee saw a
Norma Wyatt, 1849 Madrona Street,
direct rebuff for the Kohler Company
North Bend, Ore.
Vice Presidents: Washington — Ora in defeat of right-to-work laws. The
Lindberg, 1733 Hinds Street, Seattle, company campaigned for the anti-labor
Wash.; Oregon — Alfreda Strieff, 1514 legislation.
In telegrams to the state labor
S.W. Market Street, Portland, Ore.;
North California — Bernice Watkins, bodies of Ohio, California, Colorado
570 Precita Street, San Francisco; and Washington, the committee said:
"Congratulations! We are happy that
South California — Rose Arian, 934
W. 12th Street, San Pedro, California; the Kohler philosophy of labor rela-,
Canada — Alice Blixt, 12875 108th tions did not prevail in your state and
that the voters defeated anti-labor refAvenue, North Surrey, B. C.
erendums.
"We all know that when Kohler ComChlorine Rinse Preserves Fish
pany - comes out for law g in the labor
WASHINGTON, D. C.—The value of relations field, it is not intended
to
chlorinated sea-water in preserving the make life happier for working people.
high quality of fish aboard fishing Kohler Company officials
came out in
craft has been demonstrated by a series support of the right-to-work
law, and
of tests in the North Atlantic fishery, we are gratified that this
union-busting
according to a report issued by the company's position was repudiated
by
Department of the Interior.
the voters of your state."

Smorgasbord and Fun Fest Raises
Funds for Auxiliary Convention
SEATTLE—An all-day smorgasbord to the longshoremen attending their
and fun fest has gotten preparations union meeting. A raffle and drawing
for the coming ILWU‘Auxiliary con- was held with prizes contributed by
vention in Seattle off to a good start. members.
Elsie Lemmert was chairman of the
Funds raised at the affair will go to
activities. Minnie Donway and Florence
defray convention expenses.
Auxiliary members served a smorgas- Larsen were chairman and co-chairman
bord lunch to delegates attending the of the smorgasbord committee. Esther
Moisio and Ann Helgerson were in
November 6 Longshore Puget Sound
charge of needlework made and donated
District Council. 'Food was also pro- by members.
All hands agreed the efvided during the afternoon and evening fort was worthwhile.
.
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Auxiliaries Asked to Back
NAACP Christmas Semis
NORTH BEND, Ore. — ILWU auxiliaries were urged this week to buy
NAACP Christmas seals in a "gesture
of good will" to the anti-segregation
organization.
A letter to auxiliary affiliates from
President Valerie Taylor
and Secretary Norma
N Wyatt said money from
i
the seals will be used to
back up the Supreme
A
C Court on the integration
P issue and to finance court
fights against the closing
of schools in Little Rock and other
Southern cities.
The letter urged auxiliaries to send
protests to President Eisenhower
against "slowing down of the segregation procedure." It quoted ILWU
Washington representative Jeff Kibre
as stating that "four and one-half
years after the Supreme Court decision, Desegregation has not even
started in seven states, and in three
others is on a purely token basis."
The auxiliary leaders emphasized
that the NAACP has "carried the brunt

d

PFE Line to Replace
Nine Vessels
(From The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Modernization of the Pacific Far East Line fleet
has been assured as the result of a new
20-year operating differential subsidy
contract -which the Federal Maritime
Board has agreed to execute.
Under the new contract PFE will
undertake a ship-replacement program
calling for the construction of nine vessels. Total value of the new ships is
estimated, at present cost levels, to run
around $131.4 million.

of the battle" and "has been outlawed"
in many Southern states." They said
that NAACP branches "are selling as
many of their Christmas seals as possible to help make up the deficit, and
carry on the battle." The seals may be
obtained at $1 per sheet from any
NAACP branch.

On the Beam
(Continued from Page 2)
them some of the benefits of the increased labor productivity.
This is the direction in which we're
trying to move. And who opposes our
efforts to work something out?
Some of the employers, of course.
And McClellan and Kennedy and their
sort from the Senate Committee. And
the leaders of the AFL-CIO.
We're facing a down-to-earth pork
chop problem involving the welfare and
the livelihood of thousands of longshoremen and teamsters. And an unholy alliance of a few double-talking
employers, politicians and so-called
union leaders are doing their best to
prevent the unions from sitting down
together.
The very union leaders who haVe
been a target of these holier-than-thous,
like Tony Anastasia, are saying that
the only answer to mechanization is the
6-hour work day.•It's, the only answer
for steel and auto too; but these respectable labor leaders seem to have
forgotten this.
The basic program in New York and
the call to the rest of the ports of the
East Coast to follow suit and join in
is of great importance tb the ILWU.
It means that on basic program we are
aligned. This is a real program and real
action.

New Congress Is a Changed
Body But Many Ifs Remain
(Continued from Page I)
effective operators on Capitol Hill and
through the person of Lyndon Johnson, the undemocratic practices of the legisSenate Majority Leader and the fore- lative setup.
These roadblocks in the way of promost architect of Congressional legisjecting the people's will help to illumilation in the last four years.
The Texas leader, viewing the elec- nate the kind of a job that needs to be
tions as a call for liberalism in action, done to fulfill the implications of the
announced a 12-point workload for Con- election returns.
AFL-CIO PROPOSALS
gress. Boiled down, his agenda adds up
What the new Congress needs is not
mainly to welfare issues, most of them
only a proposed agenda from its leaderhold-overs from the last session.
Johnson's proposals, highlighted by ship. It also needs a mandate from labor
the omission of civil rights, suggests and other organized civic groups.
The legislative program adopted imthat while the Democratic brass conceded publicly that the election returns mediately after the elections by AFLpointed to a hope for "bold, new steps," CIO is a step in the right direction. Its
they have in mind only a sweetened-up emphasis on the need for enforceable
civil rights legislation, for repeal of
version of "moderation."
This raises another side of the Con- Section 11 (b) of Taft-Hartley, the
gressional picture that must be taken provision authorizing state right-tointo account when it comes to sizing up work laws, is a heartening sign that
legislative prospects. The actual legis- this body has finally moved over to the
lative processes remain largely in con- offensive.
However, its stand on right-to-work
servative hands.
was weakened by a simultaneous call
DIXIECRAT CONTROL SEEN
for union-reform legislation. This will
Dixiecrats, for example, hold the
certainly be used to confuse and underchairmanships of virtually every major
mine a drive for elimination of. 14 (b).
committee. From that vantage point,
Likewise, there were significant
they can exercise a powerful influence
omissions in the AFL-CIO program.
over what is taken up, how it is hanNot a word was said on the need for
dled, and the form in which it is rea more positive foreign policy, an issue
ported.
that certainly figured, indirectly at
In the Rouse, conservatives have anleast, in the elections.
other crack at liberal legislation
NEEDED:.A PROGRAM
through the Rules Committee, a unit
What's needed, in short, is a legislathat is only supposed to regulate the
tive program with guts, a program that
flow of legislative traffic, but which, in
speaks out boldly on the many issues
the hands of Dixiecrats, has often'been
that led the voters to strike down the
a burial ground for progressive measmost reactionary figures in Congress
ures.
and register a desire for government to
The filibuster is another weapon that
move in a new direction.
can be used in the Senate by reactionMoreover, labor will have to stand up
aries to block or bring about forced
and fight on all the is4ues that stir the
compromises on Measures distasteful to
people if it hopes to mobilize the maxthe conservative bloc.
imum -strength of the liberals in the
that
recognized
All told, it must be
85th Congress behind repeal of Section
Congressional liberals face plenty of ob14 (b), civil rights, and other progresstacles, including some of the most
sive causes.
If the liberals can be unified, if they
are given constant stimulus and supAnswer to Who Said It?
port from the grass roots, the next
The United States Supreme Court
session not only could turn out to be
Barnette,
v.
Education
in Board of
one of the most exciting in the postwar
319 US 62464l-2.
era; but also one of the most productive.

'THERE are numerouS signs in the
i air of
vitality in the labor
movement. There are indications on
many sides of new-found militancy
among American trade union men and
women. And this is Something we could
all view with real pleasure, for the
militant tradi.tion -- the historic fact
that nothing is gained without a fight
— has long been absent among many
American workers.
Militancy grows out of day-to-day
experiences at work; out of a worker's
interest in what's happening on the
job. It doesn't happen because of what
someone says about conditions; it isn't
based on theories or ideological discussions, but on hard, cold facts.
All workers (including those outside
of trade unions) recognize sooner or
later_ that situations arise that call for
a fight, if there is to be any remedy,
any change for the better. The question
that has come up many times in the
past few years is simply this: is there
any fight. left? Are there any substantial_number of workers who know how
to act, or desire to act, when the situation calls for action?
This question might occur from time
to time among members of our own
union. For some years contracts have
been negotiated pefiod after period
over a bargaining table, with very little
thought about the need to fight — to
strike if such action is necessary.
In the ILWU we have a number of
good contracts bedded down, for varying periods of time. Most of these contracts were delivered without a struggle. Some, such as the sugar contract
in Hawaii, the dock contract in Canada,
came aft6r a fight, and a particularly
tough one in Hawaii. There have 'been
good gains on all sides, but it's fair to
add that the best have been made in
the cases where workers had to back
up their demands with a strike.

heeled "right-to-work" forces; the use
of political maneuvers to destroy their
unions. Out of these campaigns , in a
half dozen states (especially in California and Washington, where our,
members were concerned) workers
learned again — and this lesson apparently has to be learned over again by
each generation — that only by an organized and unified fight can these attacks be beaten.
The victory against scab legislation
seems to have left a lot of workers
lightheaded with joy. Let's hope it
doesn't lead us to the fatal fallacy of
saying: well, the battle's been won,
let's get back to work and forget about
it. It's not a bad idea to think of this
last campaign as just a battle in a war
that is far from over.
•

I KEEP recalling to mind the number
of times I, in my short lifetime, have
seen these skirmishes. My father was
a coal digger and I can recall, even as
a boy, the big fights of another day
when what is now called "right-towork" was called by the super-patriotic term, the "American Plan" — and
that was just plain open shop scabbery. Then there was the "yellow dog"
contract of old and dozens of other
devices by which the employer and his
paid press tried to frighten, bribe, cajole or, otherwise force workers away
from unions. This battle is over, but
the long range war against organized
labor will see many more battles.
Two: The other factor in the regrowth of militancy is to be found in
the economic situation. Regardless of
all the talk about moving into another
period of good times, the threat of unemployment is forever with the worker.
Every day the worker sees new machines, new methods facing him as he
comes on the job.
The problems of unemployment, of
being replaced by machinery are experiences that workers face every day.
0 ONE looks for a fight, and we And militancy is a reaction to real exwould- rather not have to hit the periences on the job, not to theories.
If you agree there are many signs in
bricks. The point I am making here is
that when workers are willing to meet the air of a rebirth of militancy, then
the employers' challenge, even if. it you'll agree it must be kept alive and
means a strike, then the chances of a directed to where it will do the most
good for our members and their famifair settlement are always best.
In the ILWU waterfront division we lies. This means paying more attention
have just started operating under new to the real source of our union's ability
contract conditions and already we are to do a job for the membership. This
facing a new contract reopening, due is the on-the-job shop or dock steward.
Experience shows that where a unit
in less than six months. And there's
been clearly expressed on all sides an is strong you'll find a good steward
understanding that the members mast system at work. Where there's a weak
be prepared to fight, to translate mil- response to beefs, and workers feel
itant talk into militant action, if some their needs are not being met, there
of the expected gains are to be you'll find the steward system has
broken down.
achieved.
Now, with the defeat of anti-labor
There have been a few interesting
recent examples of militancy on the. laws still stirring us, with new challocal shop level that come to mind and lenges to be met in the shop, and in
that convince me there's a rebirth of upcoming negotiations, we might do
militancy in at least some parts of the well to reappraise our steward situation in each unit. If it's strong,
labor movement.
In both cases I have in mind these strengthen it; if weak, find out why
are shops with good contracts where and give it a new lease on life.
The steward system really belongs
some contract violations took place. In
one case the 'employer denied an indi- to the rank and file. It is the closest
vidual worker his, rights under the con- link between the rank and file and the
tract. It was an issue in which prin- contract, between the ranks and their
ciple, rather than money was involved workaday conditions. Strengthening
— union principles. And, at Consider- the steward system is a job that can't
able loss to themselves, every worker be done by union officers or office
on the job walked off until this matter staff. This can only be done by the
of rights was settled. In another case, rank and filers Who understand the job
contract rights concerned the use of and know its problems.
This is the key to a strong union;
machinery at the expense of some individuals. And once again the entire this is our source of strength,
group took job -action to protect some
important rights. An additional ytote of Dock Accidents Cost
interest here is that in both cases these $50 Million a Year
CHICAGO — Accidents in the longwere shops with long term employes,
most of whom are considered quite shore industry cost approximately $50
million a year, Representative Herbert
conservative in their outlook.
Militancy, then, may be part of a Zelenko (D., N.Y.), a member of the
new look. Why? At least two, reasons House Merchant Marine Committee,
told 250 safety leaders who met here
come to mind now.
One: Workers have become espe- last month in a three-day annual macially' conscious recently of the attacks rine section National Safety Convenlevelled on them by organized, well- tion.

