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Local 6 Contract

15c Across
BoardWage
Hike Asked
SAN FRANCISCO—The Thirteenth
Annual Contract and Coilstitutional
Convention of ILWU Warehouse Union
Local 6, joined by Sacramento Local 17,
which reconvened on Saturday, March
29, voted to demand a 15-cent acrossthe-board wage increase of all contract
rates.
The wage increase demand plus other
revisions to the contract, were presented by the Warehouse Union to the
Distributors Association of Northern
California and to independent employers under contract with the union.
The union asked for a three-year agreement with annual openings on certain
issues.
DEFEAT WRECK LAW
In addition to contract changes, the
convention recommended a coordinated
program by Local 6 members aimed at
defeating Senator Knowland's "rightto-work" proposition, including a stepping up of the campaign to assure that
every member and his or her spouse is
a registered voter, establishing an indepeitdent-labor political apparatus and
not becoming involved with polttical endorsements at this time; building alliances with other unions, minority
peoples, -churches, professionals and
other groups who are opposed to the
compulsory open-shop; working with
unemployed workers to win larger benefits for them; campaigning for a
statewide fair employment practice law.
The proposals on defeating wrecklaw legislation included planning for
closer cooperation with other unions
aiming at a giant, united Labor Day
parade.
In addition to the wage demand,
other economic and condition demands
included a change in overtime provisions to provide for double time for
Suhday and 21/2 times for holidays plus
clarification of the language in the
contract referring to individual compulsory overtime; also adoption of the
principle of rotAion of overtime among
qualified workers. Two more holidays
—Admission Day and Veterans' Day-were demanded plus other contract
changes dealing with holiday work. •
VACATIONS
A new vacation 'schedule called for
one week's vacation after one year; two
weeks after two years; three weeks
after five years; four weeks after 15
years; plus a proviso that the time
worked to qualify for vacations be
changed from 1,500 hours to 1,200
hours, and 900 hours to 800 hours and
that all hours be counted instead of
just "straight time."
Changes in classifications and bringing classifications up-to-date, the union
statement to employers said, "Must be
one of the major contractual goals at
these negotiations."
A section on discrimination asks that
there be added to the present clause,
"No discrimination because of sex, age
or political beliefs:"
Other demands included changes in
sick benefit allowance, a provision for
a $2,000 life insurance, alterations in
health and welfare language and a new
section entitled "jury duty," which
would provide for any employee selected for jury duty being paid the difference_between his regular wages and
the jury fee.

A Challenge
11

COST AND FOUND

LOST, somewhere in California—
rights of the working union
members to run their own
union business. Help regain
your rights FROM
LABOR
BOSSES. Replies strictly confidential. Knowland for Governor.
23 Grant Avenue, San Francisco.
EX -7,1573

PERSONALS

14

DEAR working union member:
Tired of paying dues with no
voice in the business of your •
union? Tired of union bosses?
Help regain your rights. Replies '
strictly confidential. Knowland
for Governor. 23 Grant Avenue,
San Francisco. EX 7-1573.

and Retort
PERSONALS

14

TAXPAYERS!
Are YOU sick of sending._ your
• dollars to the corrupt Chiang
c-Kai-Shek regime? Are you weary
of the "Senator from Formosa?"
If you are, please drop a line to
the ILWU Committee Against
Knowland For Governor. c/o
Warehouse Union. 255 Ninth
Street. (This is strictly an open
committee—no secrets).
WORKING PEOPLE! UNEMPLOYED?
Are you fed up with the Big
Money Boys and their tervants
who promise you the "Right to
Work" at a time when employers
.aret idling thousands daily? Write
ILWU Committee Against Knowland for Governor. or "We-don'twant - to. sell - apples, Inc.," c/o
Warehouse Union, - 255 'Ninth
Street. (This is strictly a voluntary organizatiog—no secrets—
no political bosses).
MINORITY PEOPLES!
Do you favor public officials
who voted against low rent
public housing án4 slum clear.
ance? Against raisifig unemnlovment benefits? Against FEP? Let
Committee
know. ILWU
us
Against Knowland for Governor,
c/o Warehouse Union. 255 Ninth ,
Street.
At.; 1
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DEAR "WILLIAM": Who you kid
ding? What did you ever do for
the working man during all the
years you have been a Senator?
On unemployment? On a higher
minimum wage? On Government
strike-breaking? On Taft-Hartley?
On taxes against the little guy?
On FEP? On stopping segregation? On civil liberties and civil
rights? On cancer and heart re•
search and mental health? On
giving colonial peoples a break?
With your record, you insult our
Intelligence. Or are you really
Polishing apples for those of us
who may soon have to sell
them? ILWU Committee Against
Knowland for Gove r no r. 255
Ninth street.

Seeking informers against union organizations, the Knowland Right-toWreck forces began advertising in the
want ad columns. This brought quick
retort from the Right-to-Organize
forces, ILWU division. One of the
newspapers has since notified ILWU
that it would not carry any more ads
mentioning Chiang Kai-shek's corrupt
regime, following a- heated blast by
Chiang's ambassador to the US.
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Hawaii ILWU to 'Carry Case to • Nation'

$72,268 Sent'by Locals
To Bolster Sugar Strike
SAN FRANCISCO—While employers in Hawaii rigidly refuse to
bargain with ILWU sugar workers in their demand for a 25 cent an
hour pay raise, mainland ILWU support for sugar strikers continues
to pour into island strike headquarters. Sugar strike aid funds forwarded as:of this week (through April 8) totals $72,268.66.
In the meantime the 13,700 Hawaiian sugar strikers announced a
campaign to "carry our case to the nation," in the form of a brochure
explaining the "justness of our demands and the nature of this strike."

Longshore
Caucus in
3 Day. Meet
SAN FRANCISCO — One hundred
and fifteen delegates representing 42
waterfront locals of the ILWU convened here April 9 for a 3-day Longshore, Shipsclerks and Walking Boss
caucus.
William S. Lawrence of Local 13, Los
Angeles-Long Beach Harbor, was
elected to preside over the body, and
Michael Johnson of Local 34, San Francisco Bay Area, was named Secretary.
CONTRACT DEMANDS
Main business of the caucus is the
shaping of contract demands. The present coast agreements covering longshoremen, clerks 'and bosses expires
June 15.
Also on the agenda for discussion
and action were reports on developments in the Hawaii sugar strike,
safety and the East Coast.
(The results of caucus action on these
reports, the resolutions adopted and
the selection of negotiating committees
will be reported in the next issue of
The Dispatcher.)
The delegates, representing locals in
Alaska, Canada, Hawaii, Washington,
Oregon and California, sent a telegram
of fraternal greetings and commendation to Ed Weston, chairman of the
Washington United Labor Advisory
Committee Against Initiative 202,
which is the new attempt in Washington to put over a so-called "right to
work" law defeated last year.
The delegates also heard and approved reports on the operation of the
ILWU-PMA welfare and pension funds.
In addition to the delegates, 20 pensioners and 8 fraternal delegates are
in attendance.

At the Portland Longshore, Ship
Clerk and Walking Boss Caucus last
October an assessment of 50 cents per
week, for 20 weeks was recommended.
Every ILWU dock local has voted in
favor of this assessment, and many
have sent in their full quota.
Indicative of the strong feeling of
mainland ILWU locals desiring to support the sugar strike until victory is
won, was a series of actions that occurred in Warehouse Local 6.
The first session of the local's annual
convention on March 15 heard the recommendation of the budget committee,
made up of officers and trustees, that
dues be increased to $5.50 for April
and May, the one dollar per month per
member increase to be contributed to
the Hawaiian Territorial Sugar Strike
Committee.
.
This recommendation was discussed
by the convention and amended to read
that dues be increased by one dollar
a month for four months. This was
passed unanimously. Another motion
recommended that this motion be reviewed in June.
RANK AND FILE ACTION
At membership meetings at which
recommendations were acted upon, the
rank and file went a long step further.
In San Francisco on March 18, after
much discussion, the overwhelming
majority recommended that dues be increased for the duration of the sugar
strike. In Oakland, on March 20, rank
and file members again voted infavor
of the sugar strike increase for the
duration. And all divisions of Local 6
followed suit with this demonstration
of all out support to ILWU sugar workers in Hawaii.
LET THE PUBLIC KNOW
The announcement of plans to ,publish a brochure to "carry our case to
the nation" came from Mitsuo (Slim)
Shimizu, chairman of the strike strategy committee of ILWU Local 142.
Fifty thousand copies of the documented brochure will be mailed to
unions and friends of organized labor
in and effort to "turn the spotlight on
our cause before the nation."
The brochure is illustrated and not
(Continued on Back Page)

$500 from Mine - Mill for
Fight Against Sugar Barons
DENVER — The Mine, Mill and
Smelter Workers executive board here
has forwarded a check for five hundred
dollars to aid the Hawaii sugar strike,
following a resolution adopted by the
Fifty-third Convention of the union held
here March 10-14, which also extended
". .. best wishes for success in the
struggle against the sugar monopoly."
In a letter to Harry Bridges, John
Clark, Mine MR president thanked the
ILWU president for his message of
greeting to the convention. Regarding

the strike contribution Clarke wrote,
"I know that this in no way approaches
the tremendous cost that must be incurred in conducting the strike of so
many workers, but we send it to you
as a token of our union's support for
the important struggle being conducted
by your Hawaiian sugar membership."
Among many resolutions adopted by
Mine Mill, dealing with domestic, economic, political and foreign policy, was
one urging congress to act immediately
to grant statehood for Alaska and
Hawaii.
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By Harry Bridges
OW TO END the recession? It's up to the people says President Eisenhower. All they have to do is "Buy. Buy anything." What nonsense.
,
This issue of The Dispatcher explains just how recessions
do come about and how they run their costly and wasteful
course. Suggestions like these from the White House make about
as much sense as some of the things Hoover was saying back
in the early Thirties.
But what kind of policies should a union have in times like
these?
Union policies and union leadership are never tested and
challenged more than during an economic recession. When
production starts falling off, when unemployment grows, and
when collective bargaining becomes tougher, every union is
under the gun. This is really when the pinch is on. And many
union leaders who can maneuver around when times are good
find themselves with little room and less cooperation from the
employers to cover up for them when times start getting bad.
The first thing any employer does when his profits begin to
decline is to try to throw the burden on the workers by laying
them off. An economic depression is brought about by declining
profits. And it means privation and suffering for Working people who want only a chance to work and make a living. But not
until profits begin to look up will job openings begin to appear
once more.

H

LL OF THESE are simple facts about how our economic
system operates, and most people who work for a living
learned these facts years ago. In the same way that businessmen are in business to make profits, and only incidentally to
produce goods, so they are in business only incidentally to give
jobs and a livelihood to working people. Needless to say, workers
organize to fight for jobs and to improve wages, hours and
conditions as the only answer to the employers' never-ending
pursuit of more profits.
Today, under the pressure of the current recession, leading
American union officials have come up with some pretty strange
and that if there is a risk it is a "tolerable" ideas about how the economy operates and what is best to do
at the present time tkprotect the inte_rests ,of the working peopic.
one.
by some toil AFL-CIO leaders
Nine thousand world renowned scientists, in 'For exaniple, it IS' Yein—ga petition drawn up by Linus Pauling to protest that the only thing necessary today is to revive production—
continuance of bomb testing, say the risk is and sales—and that thereupon the workers will soon find new
grave, grave enough that the people should be jobs, make more in wages, etc. The whole business is presented
as some kind of an almost automatic process.
alarmed.
Dr. Teller, who appears proud to bear the
But does it really add up this way? Is it really true that
title "father of the H-Bomb," speaks against workers automatically gain whet profits and production grow?
the findings of these scientists and says that at If this were true, why not go in for speedup and stretch-out, and
best fallout will do no more than cut two days everything else which contributes to more production? And why
off the span of expected life.
not make every kind of sacrifice to fatten the employers' prOfits.
We know that it doesn't work this way, that you have to
•
fight to hold onto what you have, much less to move. ahead.
THIS BIT OF sophistry was punctured
I grandly by Dr. Pauling on the Ed Murrow
"See It Now" television show a couple of weeksago. Pointing out that when Dr. Teller says two
ORKING PEOPLE seem to have a right to make a living
days off the span of life he is speaking of a
only -so loneas the employers are making profits. When
global average. Dr. Pauling was able to com- the profits slip, then it's every man for himself and the devil
pute that since the fallout follows a more or take the hindmost. If you stop to think about it is there really
less distinct pattern around the globe the 2-day any good reason why it should be this way? Is there some kind
shortening in the average .span of life means of a law which provides that workers must suffer when the
something like 14 years off the lives of about employers no longer find it profitable to hire them. And if there
25.million people. If that be "tolerable" risk we is such a law, just who enacted it?
have to revise our understanding of the word.
An employer who purchases machinery, truCks, or raw materials, continues to pay for them whether he uses them profitE AGREE wholeheartedly with the San ably or not. But when it comes to purchasing labor power, he
Francisco Chronicle which said editori- stops paying workers as soon as they stop making a profit for
ally this week: "If the leafy vegetable indus- him. This is an essential fact about the profit system. Yet George
try of the State is on its .toes with aggressive Meany could stand up before the last AFL-CIO convention and
promotional ideas, it will see that crates of the proclaim to the applauding delegates; "We have no quarrel with
hot products are shipped to Washington for the the system; all we want is our share." What, precisely, is the
use of the House and Senate restuarants. No worker's share when he's unemployed?
one at the command level there should' be deWell it can be said, and to some degree it's true, the workers
prived of the opportunity of exposing himself share when unemployed is his unemployment insurance, paid to
to the same degrees of danger as confront the him under certain conditions for so many weeks or months.
forces in the front line of this silent, inescapaBut what kind of a share is this? Really a share of bad times,
ble, increasingly unequal struggle against the of misery, with a part of the "share" his own money.
rain of nuclear fallout."
Elswhere in this issue of The Dispatcher a group of leading
businessmen are quoted as saying that an economic recession
LW
is a "healthy, thing." What they have in mind is that recessions
help the employers cut their wage costs.
From our point of view there is absolutely nothing healthy
about unemployment, layoffs, short weeks and low pay. These
'amyl layisheremen's ynd W
men's Cale.
Pyblisbed by Wit ly
things are really like a cancer or sickness in our society. The
MORRIS WATSON, EDITOR
only useful thing that ever can come out of such economic
Published every two weeks by the International Longmisery and suffering is that more people learn the facts of life
shoremen's & Warehousemen's Union at 150 Golden
about our economic system and they begin to ask some pretty
Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif. Entered as second
class matter as of Dec. 15, 1942, at the Post Office at
direct questions while seeking some straightforward, honest
San Francisco, Calif., under the Act of August 24, 1912. answers.
Subscriptions $1.50 per year.
The union movement has the responsibility of helping answer
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif.
such questions. And the answers have really been around for a
Phone PRospect 5-0533 or PRospect 5-2220
long, long time—"human rights before property rights" and "an
BARRY BRIDGES.
LOUIS GOLDBLATT.
President ,
Secretary-Treasurer
injury to one is an injury to all."
J. R. ROBERTSON.
GERMAIN BULCKE.
A labor movement guided by these two slogans will almost
First Vice President
Second Vice President
LINCOLN FAIRLEY.
MORRIS WATSON.
certainly come up with policies which meet the needs of the
Research Director
Information Director
working people—and the entire nation—during an economic recession or any other time.
(Deadline for next issue: April 21)
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HE CALIFORNIA State Department of
Health has just advised housewives to wash
-vegetables well so that any radioactivity or
strontium-90 lurking in them will go down the
drain, or at least part of the deadly stuff.
The hot rains recently deluging the West
Coast, especially in California, at their hottest
measured 200 times above the radioactive level
considered safe for drinking. How much or
whether there is a way to measure strontium90 we don't know.
Strontium-90 is an element created only by
nuclear bomb testing. Like the radio-active
dust it lurks in the top layers of the atmosphere
until carried earthward by sleet, rain or snow.
Taken into the body through the eating of contaminated food, let us say milk manufactured
by a cow feeding on contaminated grass or hay,
It has an affinity for calcium and tends to go
directly to the bones where it can cause bone
cancer. It can also cause leukemia ,(cancer of
the blood) and lung cancer.
Strontium-90 hits hardest at the children
whose bones are growing.
How much damage radioactive dust does,
that is, its total extent may not be known for
many years. It can cause transmutation of the
genes. The genes in the egg from which we
come determine all of our characteristics. Their
transmutation because of radioactivity can
cause sports, that is, malshapen individuals or
Idiots, six fingers instead of five, etc. It may
remain for our children or their children's
children to pay the full price for the idiocy of
continued bomb testing.
At the same time that the recent rains were
so hot, it can be assumed that the snow falling
In the mountains was just as hot or hotter.
That snow is yet to melt and flow through the
valleys to nourish the plants upon which we
will depend for food.

T

OW ARE WE going to know if food is
safe? It is probably most impractical to
expect that everybody can be furnished with
a geiger counter to test the spinach. Even if
this could be done how would we know what is
safe or not safe? It is plain that some agency
of government on the national, state or local
level or on all three levels Must perform this
service for the people.
So, it is distressing to learn that while money
is being burned up in atomic cloudbursts virtually nothing is being done to protect the people
from the fallout from these cloud bursts.
The Atomic Energy Commission itself, under
Its chairman, Admiral Strauss, seems too busy
trying to convince people that there is no risk
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Tens of Thousands of Defective Children

Notables Set Court Suit
To Stop Nuclear Tests
(Front The Dispatcher's Washington Office)

WASHINGTON, D. C.—An injunction suit to stop further United States
nuclear tests has been filed in Federal
District Court here by 18 persons, including Nobel Prize-winning scientist
Linus Pauling, socialist Norman
Thomas and philosopher Bertrand
Russell.
Attorneys A. L. Wirin, of Los Angeles, and Francis 'Heisler, of Carmel,
Calif., chief counsel for the group, said
similar suits will be filed in Great
Britain and the Soviet Union.
PROTECT PUBLIC
Named as defendants in the suit
were Defense Secretary Neil McElroy
and the members of the Atomic Energy
Commission. The latter agency is
charged by law with the obligation of
protecting the public from radiation
poisoning or other adverse effects of
nuclear explosions.
In their complaint the 18 plaintiffs
assert that past and future explosions
"did and will cause (them) . • to be
damagc.41 genetically" and physically
and will harm future generations because of the "additional radiation
brought about by the acts of the defendants."
The suit contains an extensive discussion of radioactive fallout and contends there is "no such thing as a safe"
level of exposure. The charge is made
that nuclear explosions in each of the
last seven years have produced "some
thousands or tens of thousands of
seriously defective children."
BONE CANCER
The plaintiffs also claim there is a
"high probability that fallout radioactivity is producing and will produce additional cases of leukemia, bone cancer,
and other diseases that will lead. to
thousands or tens of thousands of
deaths of-human beings."
Among grounds cited for granting
an injunction is a contention that the
Atomic Energy Act does not authorize
the defendants "to detonate nuclear
weapons creating radiation that damages the population of the world."
Meanwhile, in Congress, Senators
Morse and Humphrey strongly criticized what they termed a "negative"
reaction by the Administration to the

Russian self-imposed suspension of
nuclear tests.
Morse declared the time had come
for Congress to show initiative in demonstrating that the United States does
not "rest its trust in the future upon
thermonuclear explosions."
Pointing to a resolution to ban nuclear testing (S.Res.173) which he introduced early in the session, the Oregon Senator said he had "never
received so much mail on any other
subject in -13 years." Failure to act on
this resolution, he added, showed "how
completely the United States Senate is
out of step with American public
opinion."
Senator Humphrey, after a series of'
speeches in which he repeatedly denounced the Administration's failure
to conclude a "first step" disarmament
agreement covering nuclear explosions,
told his colleagues: "What the people
of the world want is an assurance of
survival."

SF 855 for
Recognition of
China Regime
SAN FRANCISCO—Citizens of this
Bay Area community who read the
San Francisco Chronicle and who recently gave answers to the "Great Decisions-1958" poll, may well wonder
if Dulles' foreign policy.is being determined by only two per cent of the
people.
Only two per cent of the participants, the newspaper reported, "find
any wisdom in American policy which
is based on an assumption that the
communist government of China is
going to be overthrown.
"More than 80 per cent feel the
United States must learn to live with
Red China and put relations on a normal basis," the Chronicle concluded.
The poll, representing a strong cross
section of the community, saw 85 per
cent favoring recognition of the Peiping regime, and 78 per cent favoring the entrance of the Chinese Peoples
Republic into the United Nations.

Approximately 700 ILWU sugar strikers
Grave Yard Cleanup turned
out last month to clean up three
long neglected grave yards at Waipahu, Oahu, in Hawaii (location of Oahu
Sugar Company). Company trucks were loaned to the strikers to haul away
several tons of weeds, tin cans, and rubbish that had been ignored for several
years. Other community cleaning is being done by strikers on each of the
islands. Examples: Playgrounds, schoojs (private and public), youth centers and
community centers.

Bridges Cases

We Should
Absurdity Compounded Be Repal
Solons Told

The following editorial 'is
printed in full frn
ro the April 7
issue of Pacific Shipper, authori- ,
tative spoke'srnan of west coast
shipping interests:
Scarcely a week passes without
some new absurd incident being recorded in the China Chapter of the
United State's smudgy foreign policy
annals.
Last week was no exception and
the target for the week was our goOd
northern friend, Canada.
As everybody knows, Canada has
been even harder hit by recession
than the United States.
And as 'everybody who has been
reading our columns also knows, Canada ships goods to Red China (as
does every major country in the
'world except the United States).
Naturally the Canadians were elated when an order' was negotiated for
1000 Canadian-built autos to be
shipped to China. Windsor, Ontario,
• where the cars are made, is suffering
just as much as Detroit from lack of
business and unemployment.
But suddenly, it turned out the
whole deal was off. Why? Because of
American (United States) laws.
It seems that the cars in question
were Fords, and though they are built
entirely in Canada, the Ford Company of Canada is a subsidiary of the
Ford Company of the U.S.A. Under
United States law, if the subsidiary
of an American firm trades with Red
China, the American officials of the

parent firm are liable to a $10,000
fine and 10 years in prison.
Not wanting to see Henry Ford III
spend the next decade at Levenworth,
the Canadian Ford people backed out
of the whole business, but the roars
of the Canadian press, always sensative to real or fancied smell of
"Yankee Imperialism," were terrible
to hear.
So the China Lobby scored again
and jabbed another needle into our
•
best allies
the Canadians. The Red
,Chinese, of course, can get their cars
from elsewhere if they really want
them, and so continue to thrive despite their excommunication from the
True religion of Dulles and his apostles.
Doubtless if such incidents were
constantly'reported by the U.S. press,
the American public would be less
surprised when they hear that a sort
of mild anti-Americanism prevails
in many influential Canadian quarters, and among others of our allies.
But the incidents are not publicized,
so it is no wonder that the Formosafirsters continue to try to bamboozle
the public with a constant stream of
fallacious propaganda.
The fact is that our "No China"
policy is bankrupt. It is losing us
leadership and goodwill among our
-most important allies, with no visible
harm to our avowed antagonist, Red
China:
What kind of a foreign policy is
it that antagonizes Canada, penalizes
American workers, and knits the
Chinese ever closer to Russia and her
satellites?

SAN FRANCISO—All Northern.California representatives and senator§ received letters last week from the Northern California District Council-ILWU,
signed by Secretary Michael Johnson,
presenting an outline of the unipn's
view of the recent ruling by the Internal Revenue Service that BridgesRobertson-Schmidt def9nse funds are
to be regarded as personal income for
the three union officials and are taxable.
REIMBURSE UNION
' Council delegates voted unanimously,
to communicate to these congressmen
a request that, legislation be introduced
in the House of Representatives and
Senate to make the ILWU whole (repay) for all monies spent in 'behalf of .
the Bridges cases in the past 25 years.
In addition, the district council went
on record urd'Ing that legislation be introduced to exempt similar funds collected in the future for legal defense
from such taxation.
COMPLETE VINDICATION
The letters to'congressmen said in
part:
"As you know, every Bridges case
has ended in complete vindication of
the union and of its officials. In fact,
in the specific case on which the tax
matter has now arisen, the US Supreme
Court said emphatically that the case
never should have been brought to trial
in the first instance. In view of this,
it is our feeling that the time has come
for the government which has pushed
case after case to reimburse the union
for its expenditures in defense of its
officials."

Write to Congress
-- But Do It Right
In view of the increasing need to
communicate With our congressmen
—and the'importance of letting our
representatives in Washington know
What we think on many vital subjects—Jeff Kibre, ILWU Washing'ton representative, sent the following suggestions. Here are some
important points to keep in mind

when you write your congressman:
1. Avoid post cards—letters show
more -thought and interest.
2. Write—do not wire unless time
requires it.
3. Write legibly--or, use a typewriter.
4. Put „your name and address at
the top of the page.
5. Limit your letter to one subject.
6. Use just one side of the paper—
one page only, if possible.'
7. Give reasons for your opinion.
Don't scold, don't issue orders—or
threaten with your vote.
8. Be objective. Write on the basis
of information, not rumor.
9. Use letters to praise actions and
bills as well as to condemn.
10. Be original. Write your own
letter.

Local 13 Sets Goals
In Blood Bank Drive
WILMINGTON—First blood drive for
this year for ILWU Local 13 will be
held Monday, May 5, from 2:30 to 7:00
p.m. at the local's building.
Goal of this drive is 150 pints. At
the beginning of this year, the local had
199 pints to its credit in the Red Cross
blood bank.
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nd Why the Ec
leVERYONE knows that the United States is in the
IGS middle of the worst economic slump to hit the
country since the end of World War II. Not so many
people realize that we are still far from the bottom of
this drop, and that once we do reach a leveling out the
chances are that instead of a sharp upturn in production and employment the economy will limp along
at a low level for some time to come.
Of course the politicians are repeating over and
over that the upturn is already underway. But if you
examine the facts and read what the experts are
writing in the businessmen's own publications—where
there's no percentage in trying to fool the reader—
you find a pretty grim picture being painted. The
most optimistic and cheerful of these writers expect
, that the level of industrial production really won't
pick up much before mid-1959. And even then, the
upturn will not bring business activity and employment back up to where it was in late 1956 and early
1957 when the boom started souring.
In addition, there is general agreement that the
revival of business will not be accompanied by an end
to the heavy unemployment. There are good grounds
for believing that even if the economy does work its
way back in 1959-60, it will do so without absorbing
all of the newly-unemployed and without making jobs
for all of the 800,000 or so new workers that come
Into the labor force eaeh year.
A recovery with serious unemployment going on at
the same time looks to be in—the cards right not.
Now none of this makes for a happy prospect-especially for working people and their families. Men
and women without jobs are already hard up against
. it, and right now it looks as though new job opportunities will open up very, very slowly. Many older

when production drops and layoffs take place, there
is a tendency to think that the economy is sick —
somewhat like a human being. If the right dose of
medicine is prescribed, and if the whole thing is
handled right, why then,it will soon be well and
booming all over again. How true a picture is this?

Only by War Was Depression
Of Thirties Finally Licked

BUSINE)SS

sPEN DI NG

•

arHE depression of the Thirties was fought with
every weapon the New Deal could use. Yet as late
as 1938-1939, just before the outbreak of war in
Europe, there were still some eight million unemployed. The depression was not finally licked until
first the defense program and then the war spending
put the whole country back to work at high speed.
The enormous spending of World War II kept the
machine humming through 1945. Then came the postwar boom as people spent their savings on goods
which just weren't available during the war years.
This boom began to peter out in 1949-1950 when the
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people being laid off probably never will find permanent employment again. Those workers who still
have jobs face reduced hours, speedup and a worsening of working conditions and a tight wage situation.

Depression Hits Workers Hardest
Big Business Still Fat
EPRESSIONS are always bad news for everyone.
But they are Worst for wage earners. People who
live week to week ,from what they earn by their labor
have no greater fear than unemployment. Even a
temporary layoff of a few weeks can put a family so
back on its heels that it might take months to make
up the loss.
On the other hand, businessmen — especially big
businessmen. — are not so disturbed by a recession.
Of course they complain if this year's profits aren't
greater than last year's, but things have to get pretty
bad before their personal incomes and standard of
living are affected. On the other hand, s: recession is
always a good opportunity for the bigger and wealthier outfits to pick off a few weaker competitors while
earrying on a "tightening up" process which usually
means cutting labor costs by layoffs, wage freezes
and speedups and stretch-outs.
One influential busineis leader, the president of the
Owen-Corning Fiberglass Corporation, put it this
way:,"No one likes to be quoted that a recession is a
good thing, but actually it's a damn good thing now
and then. It's good for people . .. to get back to
earth, cut off their debts, and correct their personal
and business habits." .
A modern industrial economy like that of the
United States is a vastly complex kind of mechanism.
There are so many people, so many interests, and so
many parts meshing together that few Americans
really have much of an idea of just how this whole
thing operates. Moreover, when everything is booming
no one cares much about how it operates anyway.
The proof of the pudding is in the eating.
On the other hand, when things start getting bad,
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Korean war gave the economy another shot in. the
arm. A milder slump set in in 1953-1954, and this in
turn was ended by a, big dose of • heavy- private investment on new factories and machines in 1955-56.
As a result, in 1957 we found ourselves with an
economy which was over-expanded in terms of productive capacity. This Means that the economy was
capable of turning out many more goods than the
market could buy at the prevailing prices and with
the amount of spendable cash in the pockets of the
American people. Of course if prices were lower, or
if the incomes of the mass of people were greater, or
if—as in war or in preparation for war—the government came in and bought up all kinds of goods, tAen
this excess capacity would be wiped out.
As a result, businessmen could see no profit in
spending money on new plants and ordering new
equipment if what they already had was not being
fully used. When they stopped their business spending, the 1955-1956 boom began to taper off.
- The tapering off sOon snowballed into the recession which is worsening each day.

Economy Depends on Consumer's
Ability to Buy What's Produced
ESPITE the size and complexity of the American
economic machine, it's.really'not too hard to see
what is required to keep it booming—or just how it
starts missing and sputtering.
When businessmen build more factories and purchase new machines capable of turning out more and
more goods, these investiflents set off a boom. There
is more employment, more purchasing power is spread

D

around and the economic machine starts humming.
Every prosperity is based on heavy investment, on
large doses of business spending.
But there is no purpose in these kinds of expenditures unless the final products are disposed of at a
price and in large enough numbers to make a profit
for the businessmen who started the whole thing off.
From the point oi view of the profit-seeking businessman, it really makes no difference whether he's investing to build homes and cars or to build guns and
rockets for the military. Consumers must have the
cash—or the credit—to buy the goods. And the government, as a consumer of the products of American
industry, must also come into the market and make
Its own purchases to build up the total demand.
Now this process has been going on at a great clip,
so that today the economy is just saturated with
durable goods. Everything from houses to cars to
factories have been over-produced—and under-consumed. One thing about durable goods is that they are
durable; if necessary you can postpone replacing them
and get along with what you have. When you look at
the process from the point of view of the production
end of the economy, you see at once that over the most recent years investment in the "means of production" — the factories, machines, etc. — has simply
Increased many times faster than the ability of the
economy to consume.
During a period of expansion and boom, investment
really tends to outrun the capacity of the people to
buy all the products of industry. The surplus might
be purchased by the government, might be stored up
In inventories, or might even be sold overseas. By
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hook and by crook the goods turned out by industry
are disposed of at a profit to the owners. That's why, for example, wage increases during
Such times help the economy by making it possible
for more people to buy more products.
But in the final analysis, personal: consumption and
government purchases must total and balance in demand the investment which will supply the goods.
If they don't balance, if there isn't a demand ready
tO purchase the output of industry, then the whole
Process starts faltering and slowing down. This is
what hippened in 1957. This is why we're spinning
down in 1958.

High Cost of Living
Started the Depression
I N A RECENT survey made by Fortune magazine of
some 165 top American businessmen-, it was generally agreed that high prices had helped bring about
the decline. Each businessman felt that prices in general should be reduced, but each argued that it was
impossible to cut his own prices. Why? Because his
own costs were too high, and cutting his own prices
would reduce his profit margin. And finally, most felt
that loWering prices wobldn't increase their sales and
profits anyway.
This view of our economy booming and declining
as the profit outlook changes is the clearest way to
understand the whole process. But there is another
way to see the productive process and that's as a kind
of constant battle over the division of the spoils. The
businessmen just don't sit idly by, riding the profit
train on the upswing and then on the down. They use
every bit of brains, energy, and power they have to
maximize their own profit take at every point of the
way.
What happens in the market place where goods are
bought and sold, and where labor too is bought and
?sold, is a constant struggle between the employers and
the workers. The employers are out to buy everything as cheaply as possible, and to sell everything at
the highest possible price. The workers, on the other
hand, are also out to get the highest possible price
for what they have to sell: their labor power.
This kind of battle goes on endlessly. From the employer point of view, a recession weakens the workers'
bargaining position and makes it possible to cheapen
the piice of labor. To the extent the employers are
successful in this, ,their own profits bdome fatter.
The Fortune survey showed that most businessmen
feel that - there i. One particular aspect of the re-cession which is "a healthy thing." According to Fortune, "what they had in mind was that it might stop
the upward spiral of wages."

Unemployment Used as
Weapon Against Unions
FREQUENT comment heard from these business
leaders of America was that "a little bit of unemployment is not such a calamity right now, except
of course for the individuals affected. At least it
makes people appreciate their jobs more."
Spokesnian after spokesman announced that the
power of the Unions must be curbed in order to bring
about an economic-recovery. In fact, to believe these
business tycoons, the only reason why there is a recession today is because the labor unions have been
able to raise the wages of the American workers.
These are the men who today are ready to take a
strike in auto or in other industries "to help 4et
wages back in line."

A

Profit System Itself
Is Responsible Villain
LL SORTS of proposals are being made to reverse the economic downturn in order to stimulate business investment, revive production and create
new jobs for the unemployed. For example, we are,
told that "there is nothing wrong with the American economy that the sale of two million new cars
wouldn't cure." That may be. Certainly if two million cars were sold right now it would make for a
lot of jobs. Of course, two million families would have
to find the wherewithal somewhere to pay for these
new cars. No one has bothered to explain how this
can be done.
The Wall Street Journal questions this kind of solution. First, they point out that there has to be basic
consumer ability and desire to buy, otherwise it would
only be a "temporary fillip"—and to only a small
sector of the economy. And, concludes this businessman's pAper sarcastically, if getting rid of two million cars will do the job, then why not have the government buy the cars and dump them in the middle
of the Atlantic?
Now this is not as crazy as it' sounds. It really
doesn't differ 'much from having the government
spend billions on planes, missiles, and other war gear
which become obsolete almost as soon as they are off
the production line. •
Increasing consumer spending, whether by wage
Increases for workers still on the job, tax cuts, more
unemployment compensation or higher social security
benefits, are all among the desirable proposals being
made. They are all to the good and would all help
people get along a bit better in these hard times. But
it 'is doubtful that these proposals alone can arrest
the down turn in the economy or set it off on another
upward spurt.
The problem still is,
an economy like ours, to
start business spending again; and businessmen, as
we have already seen, aren't going to start investing
until they can see the profit in it for them.
Increased purchasing power in the hands of the
consumers can help—as we have seen—to keep a
boom going. But there is no reason to believe that
the same kind of prescription will be strong enough
to reverse a decline and set off a boom. •
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Ike Still Thinks
About Magical Gimmicks
DRESIDENT Eisenhower, at a recent press conference, complained because the American people
weren't spending enough to keep up production. He
concluded that there was a great possibility for expanding business today and that all that is required
is "better salesmanship." So, he called for offering
products in better packages and for more advertising.
It could well be that advertising helped bring this
degression on by getting people to buy things they
neither needed nor could afford.
To expect that this same kind of medicine will now
drag us out of the recession is just sheer nonsense.
Businessmen know better than that. It was their decision to stop business spending which triggered off
the decline. The consumers started tightening up
afterwards. And only business decisions to start
spending again will begin to change the situation.
If the government moved in to spend more on roads,
housing, schools, hospitals, etc., all of this would
create new demand for the products of industry. This
would not only be beneficial to the American people
but would be a help to ,reviving businessmen's profit
expectations. However, such a program—good as it
is—takes months to geT-Underway and to work out
Its effects on the economy as a whole.
Any way you- cut it, you can't expect an economy
like ours to boom unless the profits are there to
grease the way. No profits, no boom.

Human Rights Must Come
Before Property Rights
OBS AT decent wages, hours and conditions are
the first concern of workers. A booming economy
which in some way makes profits for the owners of
industry while offering fewer and fewer jobs to the
workers is no blessing. Although profits may be the
basic concern of the owners, they are of little matter
to workers when employed—and of even less interest
to the unemployed looking for a job.
Slumps come and go under a production-for-profit
economy. So long as the key decisions are made by
the individual, private employers and owners, they'll
keep their eye on the profit line. As it goes, so goes
the economy.
Traditionally, unions have fought for a better deal
for workers while employed and for an economy
whose first responsibility is to the people. Whether
or not an individual employer made a profit has always been secondary to securing and protecting the
welfare of the working people.
In times like these more and more people recognize
that human rights must come before property rights;
that economic policies must have as their first aim
the improvement in the livelihood of all the people.
The test of every economy today must be how much
equality and welfare it produces for all of its people,
not how much wealth, power, and influence a handful of individuals are able to accumulate for themselves.

J

A

PHIL DREW
Business Only Interested
In Production for Profit
E CAN'T ever overlook the fact that the initial
reason for the investments by businessmen is
to make a.profit. General Motors, for example, is in
business to make profits, not to make cars. And if
under certain conditions the corporation finds that
,by producing fewer cars,
more profits can be made
then they'll cut the production of cars. If it's more
profitable to expand production at another time, then
this policy will be followed. It's the anticipation of
profits which sets'the whole process off. It's the decline in profits, or even the expectation that profit's
will decline, which slows the process down.
It really makes no difference whether. the Democrats are in office or the Republicans. Businessmen
will invest and spend if it is profitable to do so,• no
matter what party is in power. They won't spend if
the profit outlook is bad, no matter how much they
like Eisenhower and the Administration.
For example, there is pretty widespread agreement
today that the high prices have helped to drive consumers out of the market. If you need a new car or
a new house but can't pay the asking price, your need
for the article makes no never mind. Some administration spokesmen have even suggested that if prices
•were held to present levels by businessmen, or even
lowered, it would help the country work itself out of
the recession. But prices are where they are because
the businessmen who set the prices—and prices are
set, they don't move up and down automatically or by
magic—decided that the most profits could be made
at the price decided upon. Prices move in pursuit of
maximum • profits, and only incidentally to sell more
goods.
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"It can be fixed lady, but we can't say when."
Yardley in The Baltimore Sun
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Majority for
China Trade In
Oregon Poll
PORTLAND — A survey of bankershipper-lumber and flour manufacturer opinion on China trade, made a
year ago, showed that industry. and
business in Oregon favor resumption
Of this trade. Several of the unions in
the area, including IWA and L&SWU
as well as ILWU, were in agreement.
But how does the public in general
feel on the subject?
A "Great Decisions" poll, conducted
recently through ballots in the Oregonian, revealed_that the majority of
those filling out ballots think we
should go alohg 'with our principal
allies and relax the embargo.
Some 60 per cent of the ballots reported that since China represents 25
per cent of the world's peoples, we
should normalize relations with them.
NO ONE"WANTS CHIANG
Not one person thought we should
help Nationalist China accomplish its
stated aim of recapturing the Chinese
Mainland.
Some 35 per cent thought we should
abandon all trade restrictions, with
Russia, as well as China, since these
restrictions, have not icrevented ,the
Communist world from approaching
self sufficiency.

Upwards of 400 members of six San Francisco bay area unions joined in a demonHeat on Postoffice stration
picket line initiated by ILVVL1 Lo cal 6, March 29, to protest the firing of

two union officials by the postoffice department. "This is a union town," said the picket signs. "Not the American
way!" retorted San Francisco's postmaster, John Fixa, from his office. The postal workers, Conrad C. Eustice and
Thomas H. Monroe, were fired when they led an earlier picket line to inform the public of their low pay and poor
Conditions. Members of the CIO Postal Workers Local 1136 on the March 29 picket line wore masks to avoid further
reprisals. Other union organizations participating were Communications Workers of America, San Francisco CIO
Council, National Association of Broadcast Employes, United Automobile Workers and the Northern California District Council of ILWU.

Final Tally
In Local 13
Run-Off Set

WILMINGTON—A run-off election
of officers of longshore Local 13 here
saw Jimmie Guiterrez selected first
vice president; "Big Jack" Roberson,
day business agent; and four distpatchers elected from a field of, five: Stu
(Andy) Anderson.: Hank Flores, L.
(Mort) Mortenson and M. A. (Mitzie)
tion who said one of his group's ob..'" Tousseau.
jectives was to "encourage export and
Also elected in the run-off were 18
import trade."
men for the membership committee, as
Davidson emphasized that what is follows: H. Brakefield,
John C. Chrisneeded are "actual construction prop tainsen, Howard Crumby,
Castro Duects, not study projects." He charged, ran, Jr., E. Gardena
Flores, Hank
"the Oregon coast is in danger of starv- Flores, Jimmy Gutierrez,
Raymond Hering to death while she is being studied nandez, Les
Kennedy, Howard Lawson,
to death."
Henry (Hank) Lomeli, Harold A. Nail;,
Governor Holmes opened the meeting Pete Petrov, Manuel R. Rivera; WilliaM
by asking for a list of projects "that (Bill) Rivera and Regis (Carl)-Winter:
could be got under way most rapidly,"
Named to the grievance committee
but he promised to take all proposals, were: William Bradford,
Isaac OboPer'
those still in the drawing board stage Pete Difiarce, Preston
Harris, Earl'i.
as well as those already authorized Hinkle, Richard Ho, Lonnie
L. Johnson,
but for which appropriations have not J. E. Kemmerer,Ennis
Lampkin, Ernest
yet been made, with him to Washing- Mendoza, Adolph M. Montano,
C. E.
ton. He was expecting to be called (Chiz) Moore, B. F. (Chito)
Munga.Kay,
there this week.
Ray Ortiz, Manuel Pena, Bennie Robello, Emerson Swanigan' and H.
Watson.

Oregon in Dire Distress; Governor
Hears Proposals to Brace Economy
PORTLAND — Proposals ranging
from jetty repair to building an interstate bridge at Astoria—all aimed at
halting the depressio'n—were placed
before Governor Robert Holmes at a
state-wide hearing held here March 26
on public works projects that might
be eligible for federal spending.
, Some '70 state, local and government
officials and labor leaders, including
ILWU International Representative
James S. Fantz, were on . attendance
at the governor's hearing held in response to requests from every section
of the state that some/thing be done to
brace Oregon's sagging economy.
Among the requests received by the
governor were reSolutions from ILWU
Local 18, Astoria; the Columbia River
District Council; and the Coos-Curry
labor-grange committee. Although several AFL-CIO union officials were present, the only laborite who testified was
Fantz.
FANTZ' TESTIMONY
Fantz said the waterfront had been
"adversely affected by the decline of
economic activity" in the, area anti
stressed the need for harbor improvements at Yacquina, Bay and for the
development of community colleges "in
those areas that do not yet have them,
particulary Coos Bay."
Explaining that he had come to the
hearing not with any special project
in mind, but to add "the support of the
people employed on the waterfront to
the projects that have been outlined
here," Fantz declared Oregon was fortunate in having a number of good
ports and said he "visualized increased
world trade when some of these improvements in harbor facilities you are
asking for have been made." He said

Local 17 Votes Aid for
Hawaii Sugar Strikers
BRODERICK, Calif. — ILWU Local
17 in February voted a one dollar a
month assessment for -the duration of
the Hawaii sugar strike and for two
months beyond. The extra two months
will be to fight the proposed "right-towork" laws.

it was his feeling "this trade might be
available for the shipping of our products in the near future."
Deepening of the channel of the
Columbia to 27 feet, from the river's
mouth to Portland and The Dalles—
a project advocated by several witnesses—drew Fantz' approval. This
would, he pointed out, "allow oceangoing vessels to go 100 miles farther
inland, whereas those areas now have
to depend an shipment of their products by rail."
The only spokesman besides Fantz
who touched on economic aims beyond
the temporary relief to be had through
public Works employment was C. Girard
Davidson, representing the newly organized ?regon Coastal Ports federa•

Gains Won by LA Local 26

LOS ANGELES — The master contract between ILWU Local 26 and four
bag manufacturing plants here has
been renewed for two years.
Other collective bargaining gains
chalked up by the warehouse union negoitators include a three-year contract
with annual openings signed with
Henry Company, a new contract with
two export packing companies,and a
general'wage increase of five cents an
hour plus additional health and welfare
contributions negotiated with Gold Arrow products,
Gains made in the bag manufacturing
plants include an additional $1.35 a
month per member for health and welfare, effective Aril 1, increase in the
classification of assistant baler of 6/
1
2
Cents an hour, and establishment of a
new classification of bar inspector.
Also won is an additional day's vacation if any holiday falls within the member's vacation period.
"Bag employers throughout California, both north and south, jointly refused any general wage increase to any
of the unions representing the workers
in the industry," Secretary-Treasurer
Lou Sherman said. "Local 26 was the
only union that obtained improvement
involving across-the-board costs to the
companies."

The new contract with the two
Wilmington export packing companies,
Packers, Ltd., and Inexpaco, Inc., provides for a general wage increase of 5
cents an hour. Also won was paid sick
leave, ranging from three to five days a year, and cumulative to a total of 20
days.
•
The three-year contract with the
Henry Co. (formerly Henry Asphalt)
provides a '71/
2 cents and hour acrossthe-board increase effective April 1,
and an additional $1.15 a member per
month of -the Health and Welfare Plan,
effective October 1.

Puget Sound Locals
Report Work Slack
SEATTLE—The Puget Sound Council-ILWU reported a- generally serious
work situation in most ?f the portstpf
this area and in the;warehouse industry, according to Hugh R. Bradshaw,
Local 9 secretary. The counCil delegates unanimously adopted a resolution of support to the projected ILWUILA safety program in Washington,
D. C. and prepared to inform the locals
in the area of the importance of this
joint safety move.

Jury Awards $17,000 to Local 26 Member
For Injuries Suffered In Elevator Fall
LOS ANGELES—A jury- awarded
$17,000 to Local 26 member Teresa
Gibson, in a personal injury suit filed
by .Local 26 attorney John McTernan
against Thrifty Drug, the L. A. Union
Terminal Co. which owned the old
Thrifty warehouse, and Lloyd's of London, the insurance carrier.
Miss Gibson and Esther Lowenstein
were hurt Oct. 29, 1953, when an elevator in which they were passengers fell.
Both suffered injuries in the low back

area. Miss Lowenstein settled her suit
out of court a year ago for $11,700.
The complaint charged negligence in
the operation of the elevator, negligence
of maintenance inspection and violation
of local ordinances covering operation
of elevators.
"One thing this should prove to us,"
Intl Rep. Chet Meske said, "is that it
is important to report all injuries to
the steward immediately and to get all
the facts recorded."
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Local 34's Sidney Roger
Wins Fellowship Grant
SAN FRANCISCO—Sidney Roger, a
member of ILWU Ship Clerks Local 34
and assistant to the editor of the The
Dispatcher has been granted a fellowship by the Fund for Adult Education
of the Ford Foundation.
The grant will enable him to study
for a full year at a major university

SIDNEY ROGER
and devote full time to courses of his
choice.
Roger has been heard on radio in
the San Francisco Bay Area as a commentator for the past 17 years. Presently he is heard regularly as a news
analyst on station KPFA-FM.
He Intends to pursue studies in the
field of communication at the University of California in Berkeley with emphasis on problems of the communication of ideas between labor union leadership and rank and file members. For
Auxiliary Fetes Retired Dockers
LONGVIEW, WASH.—ILWU Auxiliary 14 here gave a smorgasbord dinner
recenty for retired longshoremen, their
. wives, widows and husbands of membeis. Entertainment was provided by
four girls from the R. A. Long High
school who sang several selections.

the past five years, he has worked as
a rank and file checker on the docks
of this area.
Roger, 43, graduated from UC in
1938, in anthropology and soon after he
came a stage and radio actor. During
the war he broadcast news commentaries over the CBS outlet here, and
over stations KSFO, KGO and KYA.
He lives in Berkeley with his wife and
four children.
Ile was one of the chief news commentators for the Office of War Information, 1941-1945, broadcasting
regularly on the Pacific short-wave
beam to Australia, New Zealand, Southwest Pacific and Asia. In 1944-45 he
wrote a regular column on propaganda
analysis for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Ile also wrote occasionally
for other papers and magazines and
narrated films. Ile covered the founding of the United Nations for both
OWI and commercial broadcasts.
• After the war he was sponsored in
regular broadcasts by labor unions
here, and has broadcast ever since, as
well as working as an assistant on the
ILWU paper and on the waterfront as
a rank and file union member. In 1950
he made a series of special broadcasts
for the ILWU over a Hawaiian network of radio stations. For the past
eight years he broadcast a regular
weekly commentary over station
KROW.

Peter Abenheim, KPIX-TV's "Captain Fortune" in San
City of Hope Francisco
and special public relations advisor to City
of Hope National Medical Center, receives a check for $800 from SecretaryTreasurer Richard Lynden of Warehouse Local 6—ILWU. The money was raised
for the famed hospital and research center through voluntary sale of 25 cent
stamps to Local 6 members.

How Did Knowland's Daddy
Ever Let This One Pass
OAKLAND—This item must have
escaped the notice of the boys on the
copy desk of the Oakland Tribune,
where they use the blue pencil on anything embarrassing to Senator Knowland, whose daddy owns the Tribune,
and who is basing his campaign for
California governor on a "right-towork" propdsal aimed at. destroying
unions.
In a syndicated feature, "Explore
Your Mind," the Tribune published
strong arguments in favor of unions
and union security.
Here are the questions and answers
that were found in the Tribune's column recently:
"Will we ever have industrial
peace?
"No, says Psychologist R. N. McMurray, nor would it be good if We

could get it. Life requires a certain
amount of struggle and strife. We get
along best if there is a fairly good
balance of power, with neither side
strong enough to Overcome the other.
"Do unions hinder production?
"No. Unions protect workers, ,not
only against employers but against
foremen who might like to take out
their personal grouches on their men.
The workers feel more free to express
their grievances through the union,
thus paving the way for their correction and better morale. When bosses
can no longer crack the whip so
easily, they learn to get along with
others on a more democratic basis.
This makes for better relations, and
often for better production all
around."

Mrs.Walter Murray
Heads Auxiliary 14
LONGVIEW, Wash. — Mrs. Walter
Murray has been elected president of
Auxiliary 14. Mrs. Dewey Van Brunt
is vice president for the 1958 term
with Mrs. P. H. Sholtys, secretary;
Mrs. Cecil Eklund, treasurer; Mrs. Arthur Brusco, escort; Mrs. Mason Beattie, marshal; Mrs. Van Brunt, ways
and means committee; Mrs. John
Hendrickson, sick committee and Mrs.
0. D. Marston, publicity committee.
Delegates to the Columbia River District Council are Mrs. C. W. Murphy,
Mrs. Roy Modrow and Mrs. Van Brunt.

Bradshaw Delegate To
Grain Millers Meet

)dine Workers Journal

"I like.you, Hiram. I like your blind, stupid loyalty, and
the way you never complain when I kick you around."

OAKLAND—The meeting of the
American Federation of Grain Millers
Pacific Coast Conference, held at the
Leamington Hotel here'recently, was
attended by ILWU Warehouse Local 9
secretary Hugh Bradshaw of Seattle
along with delegates from 18 AFL locals representing milling company employees from California, Utah, Oregon,
Washington and Idaho.
Local 9 meets jointly with the AFL
unions in negotiations on flour milling
contracts with the Northwest Council
of Grain Miller's Unions. Contract negotiations will start in May with 15
per cent wage increase demand,
adopted unanimously at the conference.

Eureka Dockers Ask
New Wharf Be Built
EUREKA, CALIF.—Longshore Local 14 has submitted a strong resolution to the Humboldt County 'Board of
Supervisors urging construction of a
municipal wharf at the Port of Eureka.
The resolution adopted by the Local
14 executive board pointed out that the
construction of this wharf could be
started at no local expense but would
take advantage of the $10 million bond
issue for harbor improvement proposed
by Governor Knight in the state legislature.
Local 14's resolution stated in part:
"The potentials of the Port of Eureka
would be vastly increased if a centrally
located municipal wharf were constructed and maintained. Such an establishment would guarantee a more
efficient and economical method of
handling certain types of. cargoes besides passing on considerable savings
to the people as a whole."
Steamship Men Pick Prexy
SAN FRANCISCO—Ralph B. Dewey,
Vice President of Pacific American
Steamship Association in charge of the
Washington office of that organization,
has been elected President of the Association, and will assume the position
April 1. He succeeds Robert E. Mayer
who resigned the post effective Apfil 1
to become Pacific Cpast Sales Manager
of Todd Shipyards.

The Interpreter
Can Baby Sit
WASHINGTON, D. C. — The US
• State Department, no doubt in an
effort to impress the world with the
freedom enjoyed by Americans, has
taken these steps:
• It has ruled that three Russian
scientists may be the guests of a San
Mateo, California couple, provided
the American couple employs a state
department appointed interpreter at
$37 a day. All three of the Russians
speak English.
• It has invited the Alley Theater of
Houston, Texas, to represent the
American regional theater •at the
Brussels Fair provided it can raise
$30 thousand to help defray costs.
The theater group has been told that
it is free to produce any plays of its
choice, provided none of them are
written by Arthur Miller.
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..Powt:s
to Aid S.uOckir. •Strikers

(Continued from Page 1)
only depicts the strike in action, but
also graphically justifies- the 25-cent
hourly demand of the sugar worker.
MORALE HIGH
It points out that the strike against
26 sugar companies—now in its third
month—is 100 per cent effective and
morale of the strikers is equally high.
Only major development since the
last issue of The Dispatcher was a
futile personal effort on the part of
Governor William F. Quinn to mediate
the dispute. The Governor's personal
representation for mediation purposes
was Professor Arthur B. Ross of the
University of California (Berkeley).
Ross met with the parties for four
days; then departed for the mainland
after writing a statement in which he
said nothing could end the strike at
this time short of economic necessity
on the part of either the union or the ,
industry.
The failure of Ross to bring about a
settlement marks the second time
mediation efforts have failed to end
this dispute. Earlier, Federal Mediators
George Hillenbrand and Earl Ruddy

MIL

"temporarily" stepped out of the picture.
A "new look" in strike support appeared here recently when Honolulu
ILWU longshoremen commenced a
weekly donation of food on the part of
individual workers. The longshore
unionists each contributed one can of
corned beef the first week of the "new
look." The next week they came up
with contributions of pork and beans.
Other ILWU Units are expected to
adopt the "new look."
Like other contributions, food donations are used to maintain soup kitchens now operating on all four sugar
producing islands.
Another "new look" appeared here
recently when the Honolulu Star Bulletin ran a story praising the efficiency
with which the strike was planned and
is being conducted. The reporter credits
Hawaii Regional Director Jack W. Hall
for the streamlined, well outlined strike
machinery.
The list of locals' contributions (up
to April 8) are listed below. Virtually
all locals have voted in favor of an assessment or other mechanism to aid the
.not all have sent
sugar strikers, though
in their contributions as yet.

EN IN LABOR can learn a great first step in any action to protect the
deal from their wives—and there's living standards of their families. We
a lot to be learned. Recently you may can recall back to the period when OPA
have read that housewives in the Los was first in danger and how our wives
Angeles area organized a meat boycott set up picket lines and demonstrations
—refusing to buy meat, which is now in the streets and tried to do a real
priced higher than ever before—and the job before Congress finally killed price
boycott is reportedly very effective. control.
The boycott was organized through
They understand more economics
"chain telephone calls" and spread like than most politicians dream of. They
wildfire.
know something about shopping and
Our wives are perhaps closer than they're rarely conned into buying cheap
most of us to the real picture. They or shoddy or poor material just because
understand the economics of life today, of high powered advertising or clever
even without reading the financial sec- labels.
tions and statistical tables. Recently
the National Industrial Conference
KNOW the kind of "rightBoard reported that a "job holder must WIVES
to-work" they're interested in—
earn $6,457 a year now to match the the right of their husband
to work for
purchasing power of $3,000 a year in- good wages and under safe
conditions
come in 1939. In that year an average and to have plenty of time
to spend
married worker with two children paid with the family—in good health
and
security
social
taxes
and
income
$30 in
without worry. Most wives know—quite
and took home $2,970.
as well as their husbands:—that this
Now to be able to buy the same can only come about when the union
CONTRIBUTIONS LISTED
things he could get then for $2,970, he is strong.
$ 540.00
Local 1, Raymond, Wash.
1,560.00
Local 4, Vancouver, Wash.
must earn an additional $3,457. $722
Local 7, Bellingham, Wash.
216.00
This fight against right-to-wreck leg10,000.00
Local 8, Portland, Ore.
goes to the government and the rest— islation, it stands to reason,
can be kept
10,204.00
Local 10, San Francisco, Calif.'
$2,765—is chalked up to inflation over always on down-to-earth terms.
1,683.00
Local 12, North Bend, Ore.
The is12,500.00
Local 13, Wilmington, Calif.
the
two
decades since World War II.
792.00
Local 14, Eureka, Calif.
sue is close to the belt; deals with
6,000.00
Local 19, Seattle, Wash.
Our wives may never read this learned everyday living.
2,110.00
Local 21, Longview, Wash.
1,380.00
Local 24, Aberdeen, Wash.
research about the toll of profiteering
This is something every ILWU aux260.00
Local 25, Anacortes, Wash.
on the cost of living—but they know iliary can go to work on and
1,190.00
Local 29, San Diego, Calif.
find—in
250.00
Local 31, Bandon, Ore.
what it means on a day to day basis. each woman's personal experience—all
300.00
Local 32, Everett, Wash.
3,102.00
Local 34, San Francisco, Calif.
And so the women decided to boycott the necessary bread and meat material
900.00
Local 39, Seward, Alaska
meat in Los Angeles. They seem to and information they can pass on to
1,210.00
Local 40, Portland, Ore.
130.00
Local 45, Rainier, Ore.
understand
better than most of their their neighbors.
1,330.00
Local 46, Port Hueneme, Calif.
500.00
Local 47, Olympia, Wash.
husbands today the kind of direct ac140.00
These are certainly two sides of the
Local 49, Crescent City, Calif.
tion—organized group action—needed
258.00
Local 50, Astoria, Ore.
same coin. For those who take away
450.00
Local 51, Port Gamble, Wash.
to meet the problems we can all under1,000.00
Local 52, Seattle, Wash.
some part of your food in the form of
500.00
stand. ,
Local 53, Newport, Ore.
excess profits are the same people who
4,290.00
Local 54, Stockton, Calif.
120.00
• Meat in the belly hits everybody.
Local 55, Port Townsend, Wash.
have been waiting for a long time for
390.00
Local 62, Ketchikan, Alaska
1,912.00
Local 63, Wilmington, Calif.
an opportunity to wreck unions—the
840.00
Local 68, St. Helens, Ore
only security a worker's family has.
Local 83, Pelican, Alaska
200.00
120.00
Local 87, Wrangell, Alaska
IF EVERY wife of every worker, for
Ladies' auxiliaries of ILWU are to be
Local 91, San Francisco, Calif.
700.00
Local 94, Wilmington, Calif.
1,268.00
example, decided to join such a congratulated for the leading role
Local 97, Anchorage, Alaska
70.00
movement the price of meat would be they've taken so far in so many imporLocal 98, Seattle. Wash
1,400.00
Local 501, Vancouver, B. C.
1,400.00
down, and there's no two ways tant issues. Let's hope that more Auxforced
B.
C.
"
Local 504, Victoria,
162.00
Local 507, Vancouver, B. C.
150.66
about that.
iliaries will be formed, and those alLocal 508, Chemainus, B. C.
71.00
Seattle pensioners
100.00
By the same token, if organized labor ready in existance will be strengthened.
25.00
Auxiliary 30, Vancouver, B. C. .......
can join hands, get together on the job, They have the stuff it takes. to play
25.00
Auxiliary 29, Eureka, Calif. '
,500.00
Local 142, Unit 44, Kahului, Maui .
in the public eye---and show its organ- the leading role in defeating Knowland
Total
872,268.66
ized group strength—there should be and his union-wrecking gimmicks.
no question that right-to-work legislation
could be definitely dumped.
Local:9 Pension
And it shouldn't be too hard to point
Agreement Completed
out to every housewife and her husSEATTLE — All employers here band
the close relationship between the
under contract with ILWU Warehouse. cost of meat, the cost of food and other
Local 9 have completed signing agree- necessities, and the kind of people who
ments providing for participation in the are responsible for trying to push legisWASHINGTON D. C.—The United,
local's pension plan, it was reported by lation that would weaken arid destroy
States Supreme CSurtrthis week threw
Hugh Bradshaw, secretary.
trade unions.
out denaturalization proceedings
All members of the local who qua. Here is an ironic situation we're all against
lify are now eligible for pensions under
James J. Matles, director of
peothis trusteed fund, except the forty em- faced with: while more and more
organization for United Electrical
unemployed,
the
cost
ployees of the Liquor Control Board ple are becoming
Workers (Ind.).
who are covered by Washington state of necessities—food, clothing, heat,
Also dismissed by the Supreme Court
transportation—goes
up
and
up.
light,
pensions.
was a contempt conviction against
Now this is the point that is impor- Matles for his refusal to supply the
Approximately 26 Local 9 members
will be eligible for retirement under tant to be made in .fighting the right- prosecution with certain depositions,
to-wreck laws. The same people who which would in effect have been testithe plan on July 1 this year.
control the cost of everything; who mony against himself. He refused on
force more and more workers out of the ground that the government was
work, who push the cost of living up obliged to present an affidavit of good
while consumers can afford to buy less, cause—precisely the grqunds on which
are the very saine people who are also the high court dismissed the case
to put across "right-to-work" against him.
trying
SAN FRANCISCO—Several months
PAID WITNESSES
ago a young woman and young man legislation.
The meat boycott reminds us that
Matles, whose case attracted attenturned up at ILWU headquarters here
and announced they were students over many years it has always been tion of labor all over the world, has a
from the Coro Foundation, who had workers' wives who have taken the long history of labor *activity going
back more than a quarter-of a century.
been given'a grant to study labor-manHis trial was marked by a parade of
agement problems.
Old Generals Never Die—
stool pigeons and paid professional
Last week William Chester, ILWU
They Just Buy and Buy
witnesses—including proven perjurers
regional director, received a thank you
—similar to the kinds of witnesses
note from them which included the
SAN FRANCISCO—Following the
brought in earlier years against Bridges
following comment.
most regent line taken by Ike, the
in his trials and hearings.
"We leave the ILWU with the feelHearst Examiner here has pleaded
(Matles was a key speaker at the
ing that we have seen something very
editorially that people should show
Twelfth Biennial ILWU Convention in
unusual and fine. In fact, what we saw
their patriotism and spend mcire on
San Francisco, and roused delegates to
at Local 10 seemed to be in complete
consumer goods in order to beat the
a standing ovation when he charged
opposition to what we have been readdepression.
that many labor leaders are guilty of
ing about unions in the papers these
Up to this week the Examiner
"business unionism" in their back-door
days. It was an eye opener to see such
laid off approximately 40 composdeals with employers, adding that too
militancy and democracy."
ing room employees for an indefinite
many leaders of labor today .can
It was signed by Anneteke Went and
period and fired outright some 25
"match the Cadillac cabinet, Cadillac
Louis Negrete, interns in public afeditorial department workers.
for Cadillac.")
fairs.

M

Matles Case
Dismissed by
Supreme Court

Students Say ILWU
Visit Eye Opener.

Well, it's all right sofar,..
From the New Statesman, London

