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COAST BOOST SWELLS TO 18'
Straight Rate
In Longshore
Is Now $2.45

Hawaiian Walkoff Greets Eastland
As ILWU Foes Tip Their Hand

Demonstration
(Spoils' to the Dispatcher)

HONOLULU—Senator James 0.
Eastland, the Mississippi bigot, who
believes only white men and women are
created free and equal, was greeted
here with a protest work stoppage of
approximately 17 thousand members of
the ILWU.

Hawaii's longshoremen, sugar work-
ers and pineapple workers began walk-
ing off the job on the morning of
November 30, the day Eastland's sub-
committee on "internal security" com-
menced hearings. In Honolulu more
than three thousand unionists attended
a mass meeting at the Civic Auditorium
after being denied permission to meet
on the grounds of the Tolani Palace,
where the committee is holding open
and closed executive sessions.
The denial came from the depart-

ment of public works because of orders
issued by Samuel Wilder King, Hawaii's
labor hating governor who organized a
professional seal) herding agency here
during the 1949 longshore strike.

KING FEARED RIOT
The chief executive implied that a

union demonstration on the spacious
grounds of Iolani Palace would be
turned into a riot by ILWU leaders.
He publicly stated that he would take
steps to "prevent" violence.
In an effort to prevent any disturb-

ance because of provocation, the union
leadership met with Honolulu Police
Chief Dan Liu and arranged for "im-
partial handling of the protest March
on Iolani Palace" following the mass
meeting.
Later the union congratulated Chief

Liu for his "fair and impartial han-
dling" of the affair.

"KEEP HANDS OUT"
After the meeting, the protesting

unionists converged on the hearing site
carrying placards demanding that East-
land do something about eliminating
subversion in his home state and keep
his hands out of the private affairs of
the nawl.l.
One unionist entered Iola,ni Palace

In the garb of the Ku Klux Klan—com-
plete with hood, mask and robe. He
carried a banner on which were the
words "Eastland Is Our Leader." Be-
neath these words were a lynch rope
and a skull and crossbones.
Because "these companies played no

part in bringing Eastland to Hawaii,"
union members employed on the four
Theo H. Davis plantations and the
Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Com-
pany did not join the protest demon-
stration.

THEY PLAYED SQUARE
Local 142 President Antonio (Tony)

Ranio informed newsmen that "the
management of these, companies have
played square with us and have par-
ticipated in recent union gatherings,
such as testimonial dinners for Hawaii
Regional Director Jack W. Hail and
Labor Day affairs."
Rani° accused "certain big employ-

ers" with being "determined to make

one more effort to get rid of this
union." He said there is evidence to

show that Eastland's "junket to Hawaii

(Continued on Page 5)

rot
DIXIE ALBATROSS

A Statement By
ILWU Officers

Walter-McCarran Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Act, as

most Americans know, is a. vicious
and disreputable law which is based
on hostility and distrust of all aliens
and foreign-born Americans and
which discriminates against human
beings on account of their national
origin, race, creed, and color.
The law is thoroughly undemo-

cratic and un-American and has so
been described repeatedly by the
American labor movement, leading
church groups of every denomina-
tion, prominent educators and others.
The ILWU has the distinction of

being a leading opponent to this law.
In addition, the union has already
been successful in having sections
of the law either nullified or rein-
terpreted as the result of court cases
pressed on behalf of ILWU members.
This is a record about which we are
proud.

THE House Un-American Activi-
ties Committee, however, has

recently launched a campaign aimed
at putting the red smear on oppo-
nents to the law, and the committee
is currently holding hearings in sev-
eral West Coast cities for this pur-
pose. It is no secret that the next
session of Congress will see an active
effort to amend or repeal the Walter-
McCarran law since both Republican
and Democratic spokesmen in the
recent campaign agreed on the need
to amend the law. This is what the
un-American committee is out to
stop if possible.
As part of its campaign the com-

mittee has subpoenaed ILWU Secre-
tary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt and
other members of the ILWU, pur-
portedly to expose their activities
on behalf of repeal of the Walter-
McCarran Act.

THE ILWU position against the
Walter-McCarran Act is public

and clear. International union con-
ventions, executive board meetings,

(Continued on Page 8)

Hearings
(Special to the Dispatcher)

HONOLULU—Samuel Wilder King,
governor of Hawaii and a scab herder
during the 1949 territory-wide long-
shore strike has called upon Senator
Eastland (D. Miss.) to outlaw the
ILWU, both here and on the mainland.
The chief executive, testifying as the

first witness before the U.S. Senate
sub-committee on internal security,
asked the committee to recommend
that the ILWU be "listed as Commu-
nist-infiltrated under the Communist
Control Act of 1954."
Opening hereon the morning of No-

vember 30, the hearings are being par-
ticipated in by only five of the nine
members of the sub-committee.
The governor's prepared statement

and the questions asked by the senators
sharply contradicted Senator Eastland,
who, in his opening remarks said the
committee was not interested in the
ILWU, "only communism."

QUERIED ABOUT UNION
The contradiction became even

sharper when four ILWU members fol-
lowed King to the witness stand in the
senate chamber of Iolani Palace, for-
mer residence of Hawaii's monarchs.
"How mpch did the union spend in

the last election?
"How much money did the union

spend to prevent Ingram M. Stainbaek
from being reappointed to the gover-
norship?
"Did yott travel from San Francisco

to Honolulu on the same ship with
Louis Goldblatt and Harry Bridges?
"Did you attend the 1955 convention

of the ILWU in Los Angeles?"
Before the first day of the hearing

ended, the pretense of communist hunt-
ing was discarded and on the third day,
Senator Arthur V. Watkins (R. Utah)
blasted Hawaii's business leaders for
doing business with the ILWU leader-
ship. He charged Hawaii's industria-
lists with negotiating with the ILWU
in order "eo make a fast buck."

JOHNSTON AFTER ILWU
A few minutes later Senator Olin D.

Johnston, South Carolina Democrat,
suggested the U.S. Attorney General
prosecute the ILWU for "having men
like this leading it." He then read cer-
tain portions of the Communist Con-
trol Act into the record of the hear-

,
As of this writing (Dec. 3) nine

ILWU officials or employees have been
called to the witness stand. Each re-
fused to join the senators in "a fishing
expedition into the private affairs of
the ILWU."

First ILWU witness was Robert Mc-
Elrath, Hawaii ILWU public relations
director. He was followed by Inter-

. national Representative Joseph (Blurr)
Kealalio, Newton Miyagi, Local 142
secretary-treasurer; Local 142 Educa-
tion Director David Thompson, Mem-
bership Service Director Saburo Fu-
jesaki; Thomas Yagi, Maui division di-
rector, Tadashi (Castner) Ogawa, Ern-
est Arena and Frank Silva, Local 142
business agents. Former International
Representative Koichi Irnori was also

(Continued on Page 5)

SAN FRANCISCO A new
base rate of pay of $2.45 an hour
straight time and $3.671/2 over-
time for ILWU longshoremen
went into effect at 8 AM Mon-
day, December 3.

Agreement amending the Pa-
cific Coast Longshore Agreement
was reached and signed Novem-
ber 28 and will be final upon
ratification by the membership.
The West Coast increase was imme-

diately followed by similar adjustment
for ILWU waterfront members in
Alaska and Hawaii.
The improvements in the contract

since May 25, this year, when the ex-
tension agreement was negotiated, and
through the wage negotiations com-
pleted November 28 are these:
—An 18-cent increase on the basic

rates of pay;
—Dentistry made a permanent fea-

ture of the welfare program, along with
other improvements in welfare;
—Pension plan extended to include

all registered men in the industry as
prospective pensioners;
—A disability pension program for

qualifying men who might be perma-
nently disabled from off-the-job fac-
tors;
—An easing of some of the penalties

that apply to persons found guilty of
infractions under the grievance ma-
chinery.

BACK PAY BY MARCH
A 2-cent interim wage increase went

Into effect after the May 25 negotia-
tions and the 16 cents additional gained
in the negotiations ending November
28 will be retroactive to 8 a.m. October
1, 1956. Retroactive pay is to be com-
puted and paid as soon as possible, but
in no event later than March al, 1957.
The next scheduled negotiations un-

der the longshore agreement will occur
for the 1957 wage review which will
he in conjunction with the June IS
opening, or August 1 opening if that
is a national longshore openitig, pro-
vision. The contract at that tune will
be open on wages, welfare and any
other two items chosen by the union,
and these will be subject to negotiation
and arbitration if no settlement can be
reached.
The extension agreement as a whole

expires on June 15, 1958, or August 1,
1958, in the event that is the common
expiration date for all longshore agree-
ments nationally.

UNITY PAYS OFF
December 28 has been set as the

deadline for locals to ratify the amend-
ment to the agreement.
"The developing unity of longshore-

men throughout the country, no well
demonstrated by the recent strike of
au Atlantic and Gulf ports, has begun
to pay off," said a statement sent to
the locals by the negotiating committee.
The committee attributed th9 results

to "efforts put in to bring about greater
understanding between the East Coast,
West Coast and Gulf; the drive for
longshore wage parity nationally and
the attempt to secure a common ex-
piration date; the ending of the whip-
saw and for national bargaining for all
longshoremen."
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Fire Stem Motion

EVENTS OF the latter half of this year have
added up to something of great significance

for the longshore division of our union, and
hence, of course, to the whole union.

A simple document raising the wages of
longshoremen to $2.45 an hour and $3.671/2
overtime, retroactive to October 1 was signed
on November 28, and as of this writing is on its
way to ratification by an indicated unanimous
or near unanimous vote being taken by the
affected locals.

The immediate raise, effective December 3,
amounted to 16 cents—but that was not all,
for the November 28 agreement was in con-
tinuation of the collective bargaining which
has been going on since last May when an
Interim 2 cents was negotiated. So, enumer-
ating the gains this year, they are: 18 cents

an hour increase straight time, 27 cents over-
time, several improvements in welfare includ-
ing the dental plan made permanent, extension
of the pension plan to include all registered
men, a disability pension program for qualify-
ing, men who might be permanently disabled
from off-the-job causes, and an easing of some
of the penalties that apply to persons found
guilty of infractions under the grievance ma-
chinery.

NO
LONGSHOREMAN needs a pencil to fig-

ure out the fact that the above enumera-
tion means an awful lot of forward motion.

And forward motion, in a trade union sense,
Is not something that comes about by card
tricks, wishful thinking or juxtaposition of the
stars. it's a simple thing, really, and it goes
something like this: put two longshoremen
together and you get the power of one times

two; keep on going and put all the longshore-
men on the West Coast together—but don't
end there, add the East Coast, Gulf Coast,
Hawaii and Alaska and power plus goes into
action.

This is what has happened, what is behind

the forward motion, which, while it has not
yet resolved the struggle on the East and Gulf

coasts, is nevertheless headed in the direction

of momentous gains there.

It is now a recognizable fact that the idea

of a common expiration date for all longshore

contracts on every coast of the nation and the

future perspective for simultaneous and even

national bargaining for uniform conditions has

fired the imagination of longshoremen every-
where. And the fire has begotten steam and
the steam has begotten the motion that has
paid off for us—for the West Coast, Hawaii
and Alaska—and is well on its way, Taft-
Hartley injunctions bedamned, to a payoff in
the East and Gulf.
The unity of ILWU longshoremen shown in

the referendum ballot in support of the East

and Gulf was a good part of the steam.

EVEN WITH the lack of any systemized co-

ordination betweeil the coasts, the power of
the fraternal spirit has made itself felt, has.

left its impress on our conditions and has held

our Eastern and Gulf brothers together in solid

determination to make the gains they deserve.
Not ever before in the history of its organiza-
tion has the ILA struck simultaneously all
ports from Maine to Texas, and never before
have longshoremen everywhere been so keenly
aware of each other and so conscious of their
common destiny.

Don't think for one moment that shipown-

ers are blind to the potentialities. The Eastern

and Gulf operators are pulling every string and

turning every stone to avert coastwise bargain-

ing for the Atlantic and Gulf, and the Taft-

Hartleyized National Labor -Relations Board

is doing everything to help guess who.

But there's fire, steam, motion and it's our

guess that no group of little men growing fat
on taxpayers' subsidies are going to be able for
long to resist the force that has been generated.

,
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Roil Out The Red
Carpet ...
(Editor's Note: The following is reprinted from the American

Civil Liberties Union News, published by the San Francisco chapter
of ACLU. The author, Lawrence Speiser, is attorney for the organi-
zation.)

THE STAGE is being set for another appearance of the House
Un-American Activities Committee in the San Francisco Bay

Area. A press release was issued by the committee, indicating
they would hold hearings on December 11th in San Francisco,
as well as hearings in Seattle and Los Angeles during the same
month.

It was almost three years ago that the House Committee last
paid a visit to this area and left in its wake a number of un-
employed, some cost-consuming court suits all without any
apparent benefit to national security. At that time the ACLU
represented 8 witnesses who were subpoenaed, all of whom re-
fused to cooperate with the committee. The ACLU in the past
has opposed the establishment and continuation of the House
Committee on Un-American Activities, and will continue to do
so in the future. It might be wise, however, to re-examine the
basis for the ACLU's position.

The House Committee on Un-American Activities was estab-
lished on May 26, 1938, to investigate: (1) The extent, character,
and objectives of un-American propaganda activities in the
United States; (2) The diffusion in the United States of sub-
versive and un-American propaganda that is instigated from
foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks the prin-
ciples of the form of government as guaranteed by the Consti-
tution; and; (3) All other questions related thereto that would
aid Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. It became
a permanent committee in 1946 and its present powers are sub-
stantially the same as those conferred by the original resolution.
Even without the question of denial of due process to witnesses
who have been subpoenaed to appear before it, the House Com-
mittee's mandate is, the ACLU holds, unconstitutional.

It is given authority to inquire into the very area the First
Amendment attempts to safeguard from congressional activity.
Its mandate is filled with words and phrases which have assumed
importance in American life but have as yet never been satis-
factorily defined. In fact, the very title of the "committee,
"Un-American Activities," has still never been defined in a court
of law nor in any legislation; and attempts to do so have met
with failure.

A BOVE and beyond that, there are other major objections to
the committee's existence. The committee's belief that it

has the power to try people by publicity without any of the
guarantees of due process of our Constitution.

The committee has described Its function as follows: "It has
been the established policy of the House Committee. on Un-
American Activities since its inception that in a great, virile,
free republic like the United States, one of the most effective
weapons against un-American activities is their continuous ex-
posure to the spotlight of publicity. . . As contrasted to the
FBI and the Grand Jury, the House Committee on Un-American
Activities has a separate and a very special responsibility. It
functions to permit the greatest court in the world—the court
of American public opinion—to have anindirect, uncensored and
unprejudiced opportunity to render a continuing verdict on all
of its public officials and to evaluate the merit of many in
public life who either openly associate and assist disloyal groups
or covertly operate as members or fellow-travelers of such
organizations. It's as necessary to the success of this committee
that it reveal its findings to the public as it is to the success
of the FBI that it conceal its operations from the public view."

Aye—and there's the rub. Congressional investigating com-
mittees have traditionally had three proper functions: they may
seek information that will enable Congress to legislate wisely;
they may undertake to check administrative agencies in their
enforcement of law or expenditure of public funds; and, they
may attempt to influence public opinion. It is fairly apparent
that the Un-American Activities Committee's major interest is
the last. However, they have gone beyond even these, and have
developed two additional functions of their own.

First, it has tried, in a non-statutory way, to define "sub-
versive" or "un-American activities" and thereby to set the
standard Of American thought and conduct with respect to
orthodoxy and heresy in politics. Secondly, it has tried, in
varying ways, to take over the functions of administrative or

judicial agencies in publicly trying people for undefined crimes.

THESE TRIALS—and trials they are—are conducted without

any of the protections of due process, which it has taken our
system of law so many centuries to develop. People are tried
without opportunity of cross-examining their accusers; they are
tried without opportunity to subpoena witnesses or hold a
tense of their own; they are tried without any statement of the
charges against them. In a "trial" before the House Un-Amer-
ican Activities Committee in which a person's reputation, live-
lihood and professional career are at stake, he has no rights
other than the rights the committee chooses to give him.

It is for these reasons that the ACLU of Northern California,
three years ago, represented all witnesses w.ho were subpoenaed
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities who re-
quested our aid.

It is evident that there will be civil liberties issues arising
wherever and whenever the House Committee on Un-American
Activities holds hearings by reason of its very existence, its
mandate, its methods of procedure, of denial of due process, as
well as its history of trying people by publicity. It is for this
reason that the ACLU again, at this time, offers Its services to
any..and all individuals who are subpoenaed by the House Com-
mittee on Un-American Activities and will continue to do so.

Lawrence Speiser(Deadline for nest Issue December 111)
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Government Throws Book at ILA But
East, Gulf Coast Unity Holds Fast

(Special to The Dispatcher)

NEW YORK—The full force of the
government has been thrown against
East and Gulf Coast longshoremen in
the form of two injunctions, one of
which has interrupted for at least 80
days their strike for wages and con-
ditions.
A Taft-Hartley injunction, order-

ing the men back to work, was at
first for a ten-day period. It was
later extended to the full 80 days. An-
other temporary injunction obtainOt1
by the National Labor Relations
Board restrains the union from strik-
ing for a coastwide agreement, which
is one of the principal demands.
On December 4, Federal Judge Van

Pelt Ryan granted' a request of the
ILA that .any wage increase won in
bargaining be retroactive. He also de-
nied an employer request that ILA
officials be ordered to stop a so-called
"slowdown."

Hearings were continuing on the
NLRB petition to make permanent
the injunction against national bar-
gaining as a contract demand.
The operators tried to break the

strike before the injunction by mail-
ing letters to the homes of individual
longshoremen in New York urging
them to accept their contract offer.
In New Orleans the New Orleans
Steamship Association took full-page
ads directed against the ILA and the
presidents of two New Orleans long-
shore locals, Al Chittenden and Clar-
ence Henry. In addition, unsigned
leaflets appeared day after day on the
New Orleans waterfront attempting

to drive a wedge between the white
and Negro locals. ILA, sources
charged that the New Orleans Steam-
ship Association was responsible.

NEW ORLEANS RACIAL UNITY
The New Orleans locals gave a

proper answer to the operators with

a joint white and Negro mass meeting
of all ILA locals in the coliseum arena.

More than 7,000 longshoremen, clerks

and checkers,. carloaders and banana
handlers jammed the hall and unani-
mously voted to continue their strike
until national bargaining was won.
This is the first time in the history

of the ILA in New Orleans that a
joint meeting of ILA locals was ever

held. Clarence Henry, president of
Local 1419, presided. The meeting was
addressed by all the presidents of the
various ILA locals in New Orleans,
including Al Chittenden, Earl Denise,

Henry Williams, A. J. St. Aumont,
Walter Augustine, Sr., and John
Guerico.
In Baltimore efforts of steamship

company agents and newspapermen
to spread dissension in the ranks was
thoroughly defeated.

OTHER UNIONS SUPPORT
The longshoremen received the full

support of the members of the ILWU
and members of the NMU refused to
sign on and sail .any ships during the
strike. Members of the towboatmen's
union refused to move two Seatrains
moored in Hoboken. The Seatrains,
which are manned by members of
Paul Hall's SM, tried to get under
way from Hoboken, but remained
stranded when men of the tugs re-
spected the ILA's picket boats and
refused to handle the lines. Long-.
shoremen from New York Local 824
picketed the offices of the principal
steamship companies along steamship
row in lower Manhattan.

For the past week there have been
newspaper reports of delays in ships
leaving New York Harbor. Sailing
dates have been delayed and it was
reported that on one pier over 500
tons of cargo was left lying on the
dock. Delays in sailing have been
reported in various parts of New York
Harbor, including the passenger lines
in upper Ma nh t tan, the Holland
America line in Hoboken, the Ward
line in Manhattan, and various piers
in Brooklyn. The "slowdown" as re-
ferred to by the New York Shipping
Association reflects the resentment of
the longshoromen at the New York
Shipping Association for their efforts
to break the strike. Waterfront
sources say that the movement to
take it easy is spreading throughout
the harbor and may spread to other
ports.

BIG ASSIST BY ILWU
The recent settlements on the West

Coast of a sixteen cents increase plus
the additional two cents won in June

have sparked demands on many piers
that the East and Gulf coast operators
must give the longshoremen at least
an 18 cent an hour increase for the
first year of their contract. Long-
shoremen in the port feel that the
West Coast settlenient gave them a
great assist in their efforts to get a
contract.
To date negotiations between the

ILA and the operators have not re-
sumed. The ILA does not wish to
talk contract while there is one in-
junction forbidding them to negotiate
one of their major demands and an-
other injunction forbidding them to
strike.

B. MacDonald
Is New Fund
Area. Director
SAN FRANCISCO—The joint union

and employer board of trustees of the
ILWUTPMA Welfare Fund has an-
nounced appointment of ILWU Local

13 President Ben MacDonald as Area

Welfare Director for Southern Cali-

fornia, effective this month.

MacDonald succeeds William Stumpp,

who has resigned after serving as Area

Director since the post was created in

April of 1954, in order to enter ILWU
Walking. Bosses' Local 94 here.
The trustees expressed their regret

at Stumpp's resignation, and 'their con-
fidence that MacDonald will serve the
families in the Welfare plan well.

MacDonald is giving up the local
presidency for his new job because of

his long interest in the Welfare pro-
gram, growing out of his work as the
local's welfare officer when he was

vice president. The Dental Program

was one of MacDonald's major interests

and concerns as welfare officer of Lo-

.cal 13.
Another main emphasis of the job in

the Wilmington harbor area is making

sure needed improvements in the medi-

cal service plan are carried through.

'MacDonald will also work with San

Diego Local 29 and Port Hueneme Lo-

cal 46 to help the families Make the

best use of their health benefits.

Alaska Pay
Raise Same
As on Coast
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU Alaska

locals covered by the All-Alaska Long-
shore Agreement were notified by letter
November 29 by Second Vice President
Germain Bulcke of wage increases in
accordance with the provisions of the
Ail-Alaska longshore contract. Upward
adjustment of wages in Alaska, includ-
ing the 25 per cent Alaska differential,
will be 20 cents per hour straight time
and 30 cents per hour overtime.
The adjustment follows the ILWU-

PMA amended agreement reached No-
vember 28 for Pacific Coast longshore-
men.
As on the Pacific Coast, the Alaska

increase became effective at 8 a.m. on
December 3 and is retroactive to Octo-
ber 1, 1956.

Negotiations on all other items in-
cluded in the All-Alaska extension
agreement signed May 31, 1956, are to
begin Thursday, January 10, at Seward,
Alaska. Vice President Bulcke will be
present for the negotiations.

West Canada
Piermen Win
Recognition
VANCOUVER, B. C. — After three

years of tough organizational work,
the Miscellaneous Dock Workers of
ILWU Local 512, in this foremost West
Canada port, have achieved certifica-
tion at the Ballantyne and Lapointe
piers.
These docks are serviced by Van-

couver's largest stevedoring contractor.
the Empire Stevedoring Co., Ltd.

' The certification includes a wide
variety of pier workers: mechanics,
welders, checkers, riggers, mobile crane
operators, reconditioners and coopers,
maintenance men, carpenters, painters,
sailmakers, electricians, linemen, gear-
men, lift truck, jitney, carrier and truck
operators; also janitors, shed men, ear
men and dock men.

The men recently certified at Ratan-
tyne and Lapointe constitute the nu-
cleus of Local 512's membership. With
the help of the ILWU International
office and Local 512's membership, the
B. C. District Council Organizing Com-
mittee of the ILWU is now engaged in
a drive to organize allied workers on
the two remaining docks, Terminal
Dock and the Canadian Pacific Railroad
docks.

PARITY OF WAGES

The chief feature of the proposed
agreement presented by a negotiating
committee is that longshore wages shall
be the minimum for all other workers
on the docks, with skilled differentials
depending on the classifications.
Local 512 President George Porteous

pointed out that "parity of minimum
wage scales will prevent the employers
from using one group of workers
against another."
At a recent meeting of the B. C. Dis-

trict Council, all ILWU locals joined to
pledge their cooperation and support
of the newest local and to continue the
efforts to organize All allied workers
on the docks into the ILWU.

All longshoremen along the West
Coast of Canada now belong to the
ILWU.

The body of a longshoreman lies on pier ajacent to one that exploded and burned In
Brooklyn December 3 with a loss of nine lives and injury to 247. Scores of hats blown

from heads of persons who escaped death in the blast, lifter the area. Mayor Wagner, Fire Commissioner Cavanagh,
and doctors and nurses on the scene praised the heroism of ILA members working at the Luckenbach terminal in Brook-
lyn. Six longshoremen and checkers are among the known dead and a large number of the two hundred fifty injured are
ILA members. The heroism of the longshoremen and checkers working on the dock in leading and helping injured and
burned longshoremen, office employees and others to safety cut down the number of casualties considerably. The
Luckenbach terminal and dock were completely demolished. —Wide World photo,

Death on a Dock
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Contempt for a Racist Denied the right to meet Tn Wan; Palace grounds, site of the Eastland hearingsin Hawaii, or to speak against the Senate Sub-Committee in any other public
park, over 3,000 ILWU members from the docks and plantations met in Honolulu's privately owned Civic Auditorium.
Shown at bottom is part of the crowd that heard International President Harry Bridges attack the committee and the
Hawaii employers behind it. 11..WU members went from the Civic Auditorium peacefully to demonstrate their contempt
for Eastland and his cohorts. They walked right in to the chamber of the palace and silently showed their contempt, an-
swered questions for reporters and had their pictures taken scores of times by eager photographers and news reel
cameramen. Some were dressed in Ku Klux Klan costume and carried signs proclaiming Eastland is Our Leader."

Un-Americans Dragging
Red Herring Says CRDC
PORTLAND, Ore. — The Columbia

River District Council of ILWU has
labeled the current hearings of the
House Un-American Committee as "an
attempt to drag a red herring across
the efforts of labor, religious and pro-
fessional groups" to amend the Walter-
McCarran Act.
This was contained in a telegram

dispatched this week by the council to
Representative Edith Green and Con-
gressmen-elect Al Uhlman and Charles
Porter.
The telegram, signed by Secretary

3. K. Stranahan, said:
"In the Rurnely case the US Supreme

Court ruled that it was an interference
with constitutional freedom for a con-
gressional committee to interfere with
the right of individuals or groups to
influence legislation, yet the House
Un-American Activities Committee has
subpoenaed members of our union, the
ILWU hi Portland, and persons con-
nected with our union in North Bend
and Astoria, to appear in Seattle De-
cember 13,
"The only offense of these persons

seems to be that they exercised their
constitutional rights of working for
the repeal of the Walter - McCarran

law which was found by the President's
Commission on Itnmigration a„nd Natu-
ralization in 1952 to be unworkable ... .
"The scheduled hearings of the Un-

American Committee look like an at-
tempt of congressional reactionaries to
drag a red herring across the efforts
of labor, religious and professional
groups and members of both parties to
get adoption of remedial amendments
to the Walter-McCarran law at the next
session of Congress.
"As the New York Times observed

November 14, it is certain the 85th
Congress will be asked to repeal or
amend the Act, and it appears that
the House Committee on Un-American
Activities was collecting data for a
counterattack in advance of the pro-
spective legislative battle.
"Therefore, the officers and board

members of the Columbia River Dis-
trict Council urge you to sepport HR
501, the Unfuso bill; to revise and
amend the Walter-McCarran law, and
t o vote against any further appropria-
tion to the Un-American Committee on
the grounds that it has exceeded its
authority in trying to interfere with
the right of individuals and groups to
influence legislation."

Local 11 Plans Christmas Party
SAN JOSE Local 11 will hold a

Christmas party for the children of
Its members on December 15 at the
Drest Theater in San Jose. The show
will consist of cartoons and a comedy.

FTC Posfpones
HearingsonTuna
Import Problems
LONG BEACH—Federal Trade Com-

mission hearings on its complaint that
ILWU Local 33, other unions, boat-
owners and canneries "conspired" to
fix prices and to limit imports of for-
eign fish has been postponed "indefi-
nitely," according to an FTC spokes-
man.
Formal answers to the complaint,

.filed by many of the more than a hun-
dred organizations and individuals
named by the FTC, has apparently
shown that the west coast tuna indus-
try is engaged (In a life or death strug-
gle against cheaper, duty-free imported
fish.
Imports are more the concern of the

State Department, the US Tariff Com-
mission and the President, than of the
FTC, a quasi-judicial body.
The FTC spokesman said the hearing

"probably would not be held" until late
February or March "because of a lot
of details that must be gone over."

New Setup to Grant
Fishermen Loans
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Reorganiza-

tion of the Fish and Wildlife Service,
in line with legislation originally spon-
sored by the ILWU Fish Division, has
been completed.
Under the new setup a separate

bureau of commercial fishers will serv-
ice the industry. This bureau, as well
as a wildlife bureau, will be directed by
an assistant secretary of the Depart-
ment of Interior, giving the agency a
top-level policy officer for the first
time.
An added feature of the reorganiza-

tion is a new office of loans and
grants. It will administer a ten-million-
dollar loan fund which Congress made
available for needy fisHermen. Loans
can be used for purchase of gear, re-
pair of vessels, and other purposes.
Applications for loans can be made at
the nearest field office of the Bureau
of Commercial Fisheries or sent to the
central office in Washington.

New Address for SF
Dental Plan Office
SAN FRANCISCO—The dental serv-

ice plan here has notified ILWU fam-
ilies With children in the plan under
the ILWU-PMA Welfare program that
It will open new offices December 12
at 2364 Geary Boulevard, WAlnut
1-6722.
The dental group will no longer have

the office at 516 Sutter.
Oakland location of the service plan

remains the same, 3451 Piedmont Ave-
nue, OLympic 4-1460.

Robert McElrath, ILWU publicity representative and radioOn Stand commentator in Hawaii, was the first ILWU witness called
before the Eastland Committee November 30 when it started its anti-union
drive in the islands. At left is ILWU Attorney George Andersen. Behind his
right shoulder is Attorney Myer Symonds. The lady behind his left shoulder is
Betty Farrington, lame duck delegate to Congress.
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Hawaii Wolkoff Greets Eastland
As ILWU Foes Ti Their Hand
Demonstration

(Continued from Page I)
was encouraged by certain companies
and their front organizations."
Unionists attending the Honolulu

mass meeting heard ILWU President
Harry Bridges give k scathing denun-
ciation of Eastland and "all that he
stands for."
The ILWU president was given a

rousing ovation before and after his
twenty-eight minute talk.

GREET WAGE BOOST
He charged the Dixiecrat with being

determined to "block statehood by at-
tacking the loyalty and integrity of ate
Hawaii ILWU membership."
When Bridges pointed to the sixteen-

cent hourly wage hike just negotiated
for the Hawaii longshoremen as the
"best answer to Eastland," the audi-
ence burst into applause.
In closing, he pointed out that "mil-

lions upon millions of people in all
walks of life agree with you" in detest-
ing the Mississippi race baiter.

Also protesting the Eastland hear-
ings was Hawaii Labor, official organ
of Hawaii's AFL-CIO teamsters and
hotel workers. Said the paper in an
editorial:
"Eastland is against statehood . . .

He doesn't like our democratic mingling
of all races.. . He is a white suprema-
cist of the most fanatical ilk. (He) is
hardly the one to be on the hunt for
'un-Americans' in Hawaii."

Local 10 Recounting Ballots -
SAN FRANCISCO — Winners of the

posts of president, vice president, busi-
ness agents and dispatchers in the
annual election of ILWU Local 10 were
In doubt as The Dispatcher went to
press. Closeness of the vote required
recounting of the ballots cast last week.
Reino Erkilla was elected secretary-
treasurer in the primary election.

Hearings
(Continued from Page I)

hailed before the committee. He too re-
fused to cooperate.

STAINBACK IN ACT
Former Governor Stainback, who

called a special session of the legisla-
ture in an effort to break the 1949 long-
shore strike, gave testimony similar to
that of the present chief executive.
Standing by, waiting to be called as

an "expert witness" on the ILWU
was President Harry Bridges.
"I have answered all of the ques-

tions these people are asking, and I
have answered them under oath. If
they want to know anything about this
union why don't they call me to the
witness stand," Bridges asked.
Prior to the opening of the hearing,

union officers and employees who had
been summoned to testify offered,
through their attorneys, to answer
YES or NO to these questions, if the
committee would agree not to "go on a
fishing expedition into the private af-
affairs of the ILWU:"

1. Are you a member of the Com-
munist Party?
2. Have you been a member of the

Communist Party during the last sev-
eral years?

OFFER IS REJECTED
The offer was rejected as being an

attempt to "curb the authority of a
committee of the United States
Senate."

Ordered to appear before Eastland,
but not yet called to the witness stand
are several employees of the weekly
Honolulu Record, ILWU Attorneys Har-
riet Bouslog and Meyer Symonds. Also
under summons are two of the law
firm's clerical workers, Mrs. Jean King
and Mrs. Jack Hall. The latter is the
wife of Hawaii ILWU Regional Di-
rector Jack W. Hall.

The Rey. Edwin Goodwin, re-EastIctitdis "Meisel Support tired, Issued a call for people
to turn out en masse to counter the ILWU demonstration against Mississippi's
Senator James 0. Eastland in Hawaii. The Rev. Goodwin is the gentleman with
the dark glasses. He was joined by one other man, not identified.
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There's a Hundred
Causes ot *Backache

LOW back pain is one of the mostcommon afflictions of adult life,
probably accounting for more discom-
fort to more people, no matter what
kind of work they do, than any other
ailment except the common cold.
The back is a complex structure of

many materials: the bones, vertebrae;
with cushioning in between called
discs; ligaments connecting the bones;

layers of muscle; and nerves, including
the big trunk nerve which branches off
into tile limbs. There is more than one
possible cause of pain in the back, per-
haps as many as a hundred.
Up to a few years ago the sacroiliac

joint in the lower back received most
of the blame, but now it's been found
this joint rarely gives trouble except
when there is a direct injury to it, or a
specific kind of arthritis or infection
there.
One main cause of low back pain is

a slipped disc. Another is the fact that
many people are born with the lower
spine weak.
A disc works something like a rub-

bery ball bearing. With a fairly tough
surface and a pulpy inside, it cushions
each vertebra from the next. But some-
times the surface starts to tear, it rup-
tures, the pulp is squashed out, partly
or entirely, and you have a herniated
or slipped disc.
The ligaments that ordinarly hold

the disc in place can weaken as you
grow older. Strain or injury at any age
can bring on a slipped disc.

Even a Sneeze Can
Cause the Injury

JUST standing upright puts strain on
the lower back—your muscles are

fighting gravity—and there's more
strain when you straighten up at the
waist from a bent-over position, especi-
ally if you are lifting something. In-
jury can result from a sudden jerk, or
even a sneeze.
The pain of a slipped disc comes

from pinching of the nerves near it,
either direct pressure from the disc
itself or indirect from the inflammation
and swelling a rupture causes. Often
the pain shoots down the branch nerves
in the legs.
An x-ray procedure called the myelo-

gram is valuable in diagnosing this
kind of back pain and locating the
exact source of the trouble.

Usual treatment for the first attack
of pain is rest in bed with application
of heat and use of medieines prescribed
to relieve the pain. This can ordinarily,
be carried out at home.
More than half of the patients who

receive this treatment return to their
work without further difficulties. The
rest may have repeated attacks of pain
and disability, varying from mild to
severe and long-lasting.

Generally surgery for removal of a
herniated disc is recommended only
after the rest and heat treatment has
had a good trial and proved useless,
and only after exact diagnosis has been
painstakingly worked out through the

physician's observation and various
testing procedures.
Although there is still a lot to learn

about low back pain, it is a fact that
often no specific cause like disc trouble
appears. There seems to be an inherent
weakness of the lower back.

Sleeping on Mattress
That Doesn't Sag Helps

OVERWEIGHT, not enough regular
outdoor exercise, and nervous

tension are common findings in this
type of back complaint. Tension can
make both this and the pain of a
slipped disc worse. For example, anx-
iety about something is reflected in
the lower back by tensing of the mus-
cles; if the tension lasts long enough,
it brings on an attack of pain or in-
creases pain already there.
Immediate treatment for acute

symptoms when no specific cause for
back pain can be determined includes
rest in bed, medicines to fight the pain,
and physiotherapy, surface heat, dia-
thermy, or use of ultra-sound waves to
heat tissues deep inside the body.
In the long haul however, the aim is

to prevent recurrence of pain by cor-
recting anything that may contribute
to it, for instance, excess weight, mak-
ing a point of regular physical activity,
trying to get rid of tensions arising at
work or in home life.
Regular physical activity means

some every day, not working your mus-
cles hard five days of the week and
just sitting the other two, or vice versa.

Exercises are not prescribed during
an attack of pain, as they would only
make it worse, but afterwards they
are useful in strengthening muscles to
prevent future trouble.

Sleeping on a mattress that doesn't
sag, that's firm enough to support your
back in a straight line, is also impor-
tant in prevention and treatment of
low back pain.

Pedro ILWU Hails
New Port Hospital
SAN PEDRO, Calif. — Dedication

ceremonies and open house at the new
Kaiser Foundation harbor hospital here
were scheduled for December 6, to be
followed immediately by admission of
the first patients to the 66-bed facility.

Officials of ILWU harbor locals and
Union Trustee L. B. Thomas of the
ILWU-PMA Welfare Fund were to
attend the dedication; the locals here
and the Fund's union trustees were
prime movers for building of the hos-
pital to serve families in the harbor
area.
The dock workers' families under the

ILWU-PMA program make up a large
part of the Kaiser enrollment which
will use the new hospital.

Anti-Labor Office
Seekers Defeated
STOCKTON—Two anti-labor candi-

dates were defeated in the recent elec-
tion, with ILWU Local 54 playing a
leading role in the campaign. The con-
sistently anti-labor congressman, Leroy
Johnson, was defeated by John McCall,
Democrat and a veteran of the State
Assembly, where his record as a friend
of labor was outstanding."
Another who went down to defeat

was a former state senator who sup-
ported the "Right to Work", bill. The
victor was William Biddick, a young
lawyer who had the support of labor
throughout the district. The vanquished
was Alan Short.

Pedro ILWU Charter Member Dies
SAN PEDRO — Edward Gomez, a

charter member of the ILWU, died
here last week. Sixty-one years old, he
had worked until three months ago.
Born in Mexico, he had lived and
worked in San Pedro for 45 years.
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Scenes at Local 26 Annual Convention in Los Angeles

ILWU Local 26 held its annual convention'December I for the first time in
its new modern home in Los Angeles. The panels at top show Steviard Curtis
Garrett hitting the mike on fair employment practices and delegates enjoying
a buffet lunch on the spacious sundeck of the new building. Bottom panels:
members of the auxiliary, weary but happy, after serving the more than 150

Convention
Of Local 26
Sets Program
LOS ANGELES — More than 150

delegates and guests attended the '7th
convention of ILWU Local 26, which
saw rank-and-file representatives work
out a concrete program mainly con-
cerned with porkchop issues and the
strengthening and growth of the local
through closer coordination between
officials, stewards, union committees
and the general membership.
An organizing campaign based on

individual members working within an
over-all plan prepared by officials was
launched through a resolution pre-
sentbd by Hy Orkin and Chet Meske.
A closer tie between leadership and

the rank and file was worked out in
a resolution calling for individual mem-
bers of the local's executive board to
work on each of the union's many
rank-and-file committees.
Improvement of the Warehousemen's

Health and Welfare Plan, a concerted
drive toward pensions and the strength-
ening of the steward system were cov-
ered in resolutions that brought the
delegates to the floor microphone to
augment original language.
Strong statements on fair employ-

ment practices, protection of foreign-
born members against harassment
under the Walter-McCarran law, and
the stepping up of activities of the
Local's legislative committee were also
adopted.

Held in the auditorium of the new
Local 26 headquarters at 57th and
Figueroa, the convention was called to
order Saturday morning, December 1,
by Local 26 President Al Caplan.
At the noon recess, delegates and

guests were served it buffet lunch by
Women's Auxiliary 28. Tables and
chairs wer'e arranged on the sun deck
and in the rear of the auditorium.
Guests introduced included ILWU

Regional Director for Southern Cali-
fornia Pete Moore, Local 13 President
Ben McDonald, Local 20 (San Diego
Cannery Workers) President Justo
Herrera, Local 20 Business Agent Katie
Rodriguez, Local 26 Attorney Ben Mar-
golis,Local 13 Attorney George Shibley,
and Local 56 Secretary-Treasurer Tom
Palacios.
ILWU President Harry Bridges, who

was to have addressed the convention,
did not return from Hawaii in time,

delegates and visitors; a row of guests, right to left, ILWU Local 13 President
Ben McDonald, Local 13 Attorney George Shibley, Mrs. Shit) ley and two sons,
and Local 26 President Al Caplan making his "state of the union" address. On
the platform are Secretary-Treasurer Lou Sherman and Convention Secretary
Margaret Anderson. Caplan reported 1956 good, predicted an even better 1957.

On TV On Wednesday, November 2 I, ILWU President Harry Bridges wasfeatured on the national NBC 7:45 p.m. news telecast to relate the
position of ILWU in support of the now enjoined strike of ILA longshoremen.

- The picture above was taken while a film was made at ILWU headquarters in
San Francisco at 11 a.m. that day. Bottom picture was taken directly off a tele-
vision screen during the telecast. The film was flown to Hollywood for the
national hookup.

ILWU-PMA Brochure Wins British Praise
SAN FRANCISCO—The ILWU-PMA

Welfare Fund has received a letter of
congratulations from the principal den-
tal officer of the Ministry of Health of
Great Britain on the format and pro-
duction of the brochure "Welfare and
Pensions on the Docks of the Pacific

Coast."
I n conveying the congratutatIons,

W. G. Senion, the principal dental offi-
cer, asked for the fund's illustrated
booklet encouraging good dental health
habits which is mentioned in the bro-
chure.

NLRB Cites
14 Boatowners
In Fish Beef
SAN PEDRO—An unfair labor prac-

tices complaint has been issued by the
National Labor Relations Board against
14 boatowners, the American Tuna
Association (an organization of the
owners of the 14 boats), and the AFL-
CIO Seine and Line Fishermen, with
whom the boatowners signed a back-
door contract.
The complaint, issued at the request

of ILWU Local 33, whose members
were discriminated against in hiring,
charges that those named in the com-
plaint "discharged approximately 65
crew members to encourage memben-
ship in the Seine and Line Fishermen
and to discourage Membership in the
ILWU Fishermen's Union 33."

Hearing on the complaint is set for
December 10 at the Fishermen's Co-
operative Hall.

SECRET AGREEMENT
Issued after a formal investigation

was made by the Labor Boaid of
charges made by Local 33, the com-
plaint also alleges that as a result of
a secret agreement between the boat-
owners and the .AFL, a contract was
signed between them in January this
year, allowing the union to represent
crew Members at a/time when a clear
majority of the crews were not signed
up with the AFL.
Local 33 Secretary - Treasurer An-

thony Sokolich said the local would
seek "damages caused by loss of jobs
and reinstatement of jobs" if the NLRB
decided the complaint in favor of the
ILWU.

Boats involved in the dispute, which
were picketed by Local 33 members
until an anti-picketing injunction .was
obtained by the owners, are Liberator,
City of Los Angeles, Delores M., Sea
King, Columbia, Sea Rover, Western
Fisher, Ronnie M., Defense, Stranger,
Marsha Ann, Sea Scout, Arlene S. and
Golden West.
Meanwhile, hearings on Local 33's

petition for a representation election
among all fishermen working out of
this port has been moved to Los An-
geles, after two sessions in San Pedro.
NLRB Examiner Karl Filter is con-
ducting the hearings.
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ILWU Warehousing

The Ozalid Division of General Analine and Film Corporation manu-
factures sensitized reproduction papers and specialties, and also the
machines which are needed to process the reproduction papers. The
eleven Western states and Western overseas points are served by the
Oakland factory where the workers are members of the Oakland Di-
vision of ILWEI Local 6. Ozalid•st products are used primarily by
engineering and manufacturing concerns and also in business where-
ever duplication of documents are required. The pictures above in

Auxiliary Plans Big Christmas
LOS ANGELES — A Children's

Christmas party will be given this year
by ILWU Woman's Auxiliary 28 at the
Warehousemen's Hall, 57th and Fig-
ueroa, beginning at 2 p.m. Sunday,

December 16.
All children of Local 26 members are

Invited, and an Auxiliary spokeswoman
expects at least 400 to attend. Last
year, more than 200 turned out to re-

24. Sensitized Paper

order show the sensitizing of rolled paper, the removing of the sen-
sitized rolls front the storage rack for conversion to rolls and sheets,
chemical mixing, quality control testing, rewinding and slitting,
converting rolls into sheets, rewinding for inspection, a general view
of the finishing department, the wrapping of 50-yard rolls, the
stapling of shipping cartons, shipping operations, and the removing
of palletized merchandise from racks for shipping.

—Dispotelhor plootos.

Party for Local 26 Children
eeive gifts from Santa Claus.

Letters have gone out from the Aux-
iliary to Nur pan les under con, ract to
Local 26 asking for contributions of
toys for the large Christmas tree.

Presents will be given to all children
under 10 years old; refreshments will
be-served to all children and a program
of entertainment given during the aft-
ernoon.

•
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ILWU RegTonal Director BillNew Charter charter for ILWU's new Loca
November 21 and then took this picture of President G.
and Recording Secretary J. Richards (seated).

'A Statement By
ILWU Officers

(Continued from Page 1)
and local unions have repeatedly
gone on record condemning the law
and directing the officials of the
union to do everything in their power
to help bring about its repeal.
This the union has tried to do to

the best of its ability. That we have
so far not been more successful is
not for want of trying. The ILWU
has mit been deterred from carrying
out its membership-determined poli-
cies in the past. And obviously we
have no intention in the future of
altering our policies to suit the tastes
of the un-American committee, or of
trimming our sails to some hot air
stirred up by a passing Congressman.

HARRY BRIDGES,
President;

J. R. ROBERTSON,
First Vice President;

GERMAIN BULCKE,
Second Vice President;

LOUIS GOLDBLATT,
Secretary-Treasurer.

LA Women's Auxiliary
Announces New Officers
LOS ANGELES — Muriel Seeliger

has been elected president of ILWU
Women's Auxiliary 28 for the year
1957.
Others elected were Rita Bundy, vice

president; Sophronia Moore, secretary;
Ruby Goldstein, treasurer; Carrie Har-
per, membership director; Jessie Mae
Josses, marshal; Josephine Noriega,
harbor chairman; Gladys Allen, strike
chairman; Frieda Caplan, health and
welfare chairman; Marion Sherman,
social chairman; Martha Dmytryk,
education chairman, and Frances Gar-
rett and Henrietta Hearns, trustees.

Gettings Installed the
I 504 in Victoria, B. C.,
C. Richards (standing)

Still Pitching Clyde Miller,veteran long-
shoreman and builder of the ILWU in
the Isiarthwest, was returned to the
Washington state legislature in the
November election by a comfortable
majority to represent Cowlitz and
Wahkiakum counties (18th legislative
district). He is a former executive
board member of ILWU and one of the
first presidents of Local 2 I in Long-
view, Wash. In addition to Longview,
he has worked on the docks of Seattle,
Olympia, Everett, Port Angeles and
Grays Harbor.

Collective Bargaining Gains
Local 56 — San Pedro Ship Scalers.

Amendment to agreement effective
October 15, 1956. Agreement covers
180 workers, expires March 31, 1957.
Provides 5c wage increase effective
April 1, 1956, and change in sandblast-
ing classification. Improved vacations:

5 days after 800 hours, 6 days after

900 hours, 2 weeks after 1200 hours

per year. Institution of Blue Cross

health plan effective October 15, 1956.

Local 2—San Francisco Ship Sealers.
Agreement effective July 10, 1956; ex-
pires June 15, 1957. 208 workers cov-
ered. 10c per hour wage increase.
January 15, 1957, review date on wages
and health plan provisions of the agree-
ment.
Local 26 Los Angeles Warehouse-

men. Renewed agreement with Incan-
descent Supply approved by unit last

week. Wage increase 71/2 cents across

the board. Health and welfare contri-
bution increased $1 per month to $12,65.
Sick leave with three years' seniority
increased from 5 to 10 days. Benefits
retroactive to November 1.

Longshore Gridders
Boast 7-2 Win Record
WILMINGTON—The Longshore Ath-

letic Club, semi-professional football
team of ILWU Local 26, finished its
grid season last week with a 7 to 2
record. Both defeats were at the hands
of Eaglerock Athletic Club, league
champions for several years.
Longshoremen racked up a total of

187 points during the season against
81 points for their opponents.
Teams in the league, besides the

dockers, were Chino Prison, Eagle Rock
AC, South Gate AC, Venice AC and
Fort Httachuca (Army).

On the MARCH
By J. R. (Bob) 'Robertson

(Note: Because of my absence from San Fran-
cisco on business connected with the recently
completed longshore negotiations this column
did not appear in the last Issue of The Dis-
patcher.)

NOW THAT the ILWU longshore
negotiations have been success-

fully ended and the East Coast ILA
strike temporarily suspended because
of an 80-day Taft-Hartley injunction,
we have a chance to take a good look
at some of the recent happenings in the
East and Gulf ports.
In the first place it's hard for us in

the ILWU, accustomed to working as a
group and understanding the impor-
tance of unity and solidarity within our
union, to realize what a tremendous
achievement it was for the longshore-
men on the East Coast and Gulf to
strike as a group and to return to work
as a group.

Here's a union with a history going
back some sixty years, and which, in
its time, played a great role in the
growth of the labor movement gener-
ally. Yet over all these years the
employers and certain misguided lead-
ers have been able to keep the union
divided, port by port. As a result there
has never been a critical bargaining
situation, up until 1956, when the union
united and moved as one powerful
group. This was accomplished in the
past month, and the 1956 strike will
probably go down in longshore history
as a turning point for the ILA.
The key issue around which the

union was unified, and which the em-
ployers refused to recognize, was the
demand for coastwide bargaining. This
is a basic trade union demand—as we
have learned—and it is the key to union
security and to moving ahead on new
gains for the membership in the long-
shore industry.
The employers were so set against

meeting the union as a coastwide group
that they went to every extreme try-
ing to chip off key locals from the
coastwide program. There were many
port by port deals offered by the em-
ployers in the Gulf and South Atlantic.
It is to the credit of the locals offered
such cozy deals that they refused to
budge from the unity program.

MANY of these private offers in-
eluded gains for which some of

the outports have been fighting for
years. And although the employers
have repeatedly insisted that such mat-
ters as inter-port differentials couldn't
be done away with, once the coastwide
bargaining issue hit the deck, the em-
ployers suddenly discovered that there
was a great deal they could do. In fact,
the harder the union pressed for gains
on coastwide bargaining the more some
of the employers were able to offer in
the separate ports.
Another angle of longshore bargain-

ing and longshore relations which was
made. clear in recent years is how fear-
ful the employers are of greater unity
between the East and West coasts.
Although, as members of the ILWU
know, our own program on this devel-
opment has consisted of little more
than cooperation and coordination of
efforts, even this had the employers
and the newspaper columnists scream-
ing. Every effort was made by pres-
sure, by secret dealings, and even by
threats, to prevent the unions on both
coasts from reinforcing each other in
their collective bargaining.
Throughout the course of the East

Coast negotiations and the ten-day
strike you can trace the fear of the
shipowners back there, fear that co-
ordination between both unions would
bring about major gains for the long-
shoremen on both coasts. In fact, they
so feared coordination and cooperation
that they were ready to pay more on
contract demands in the hope thereby
of keeping the longshoremen on the
East and Gulf separated from each
other, and those on the West Coast

separated from those on the East and
Gulf. In fact, once the strike started,
the East Coast shipowners spent all
their time and energy trying to work
out a settlement which would split the
South Atlantic and Gulf ports from
New York. Their lack of success in
this direction is proof of how well the
striking longshoremen recognized that
they had to hold their ranks solid.
As a result, the NLRB got an injunc-

tion declaring that the demand for
coastwide bargaining was illegal under
Taft-Hartley. But the union continued
to hang tough. Finally the Taft-Hartley
80-day injunction was issued and the
men returned to work as unified as
when they went out.
In my next column I intend to con-

tinue this discussion from the point of
view of how best to follow up from the
present situation in order to advance
the interests of the longshoremen and
the unions on both coasts.

Wilma Carlson Is New
Auxiliary 11 President
VANCOUVER, Wash.—Wilma Carl-

son was elected president of Auxiliary
11 in the organization's annual election
November 14. Other officers elected
were May Leathers, vice president;
Lucile Anderson, secretary; Rae Leath-
ers, treasurer; Eula Vail, marshal;
Ethel Totten, reporter; Ada Dorsett,
relief chairman,' and Wilma Lundeberg,
Georgina Liston, Grace Piper, Hilda
Wilhelm, Beth Bolton and Ethel God-
win, executive board members.

$250,000 Expansion of
Copra Dock Planned
SAN FRANCISCO — A $250,000 ex-

pansion of the Islais Creek Copra Ter-
minal has been jointly announced by
Port Director Charles Tait and Howard
D. Boone, California Regional Manager
for Cargill, Inc. The expansion will
double the copra wharf's facilities. The
wharf processed over $18,000,000 worth
of Pacific island import last year.

George Clark Still Bedridden
SEATTLE — George Clark, former

president Of Local 19 and longtime
leader of Seattle longshoremen, still is
bedridden after a stroke suffered some
time ago. A former member of the
ILWU executive board, Clark is a lead-
ing figure among pensioners and is
well remembered for the job he did as
a member of the committee which won
government approval of the pension
plan five years ago in Washington.

Department of Errors,
Corrections, Apologies
The November 23 issue of The

Dispatcher rated high in the division
of typographical errors, for which
due apology is hereby made to the
readers.
Page 1—The Democrats retained

control of both houses of the Hawaii
legislature, not the Republicans, and
the ILWU endorsed both Democratic
and Republican candidates, not dem-
ocratic and republican as printed.
Page 1 again—The headline said

full authority to the Coast Negotiat-
ing Committee was voted in referen-
dum by 84 percent. The story said
85 percent. The headline was right.
Page 7—The lady in the "Pension-

ers Honored" picture is Nancy Lup-
her, president of the ILWU Auxil-
iary 29, not Nancy Supher.
And—

• Page 1 again. As much as we dis-
like him, the governor of the Terri-
tory of Hawaii is King, not Kink.
We even apologize to him.

Above errors and any others the
readers may have found were in-
excusable on the part. of The Dis-
patcher staff.


