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SUGAR IS SETTLED
Two-Year Pact
Provides 6-Cent
Raise in 1957
AUTHORIZED STRIKE IS AVERTED
HONOLULU,T. IL—A strike
against 27 sugar plantations in
the Territory of Hawaii was
averted when employer and
ILWU Local 142 negotiators announced at 4 p.m. (HST) April
12 that agreement had been
reached on a two-year collective
bargaining agreement to run to
February 1, 1958.

Union headquarters at Kauai, T. H., will soon move info the building depicted above by Architect
Alfred Preis (AIM. Costing approximately fifty thousand dollars, construction is expected to
begin in the near future. The structure will be located on an acre of property recently purchased by the ILWU Memorial Association from Lihue Plantation Co., Ltd. Upon completion of the Kauai union headquarters, Hawaii's ILWU
members will own four buildings-one in Honolulu, one in Hawaii, and one in Maui, and now one in Kauai,

Kauai Horne

Northern California Council
To Implement P-A Program
SAN FRANCISCO — The ILWU
Northern California District Council
met here on March 23 to implement
the recommendations of the joint
Northern-Southern California district
council meeting that was held in Fresno
on February 11.
The delegates of the Northern California District Council read a letter
from Tom Chapman, secretary of the
SC Council, and which was addressed
to all California locals of ILWU following the joint meeting, and called
attention to steps to be taken to follow up the Fresno program.
The Council voted affr discussion to:
ACTIONS TAKEN
*Assist in the campaign to register
union members by requesting local
registrars of voters to appoint deputy
registrars to be present at union membership meetings; to recommend that
job and gang stewards urge their fellow workers to register and give them
literature explaining why it is necessary to register and where to do it.
*Recommend to all locals that ILWU
members join political clubs in their
respective neighborhoods and take
steps to "precinct" their membership
(collate information about assembly
districts and correct addresses of each
member, finding out if the member is
registered and reminding him to do so
If he is not).
eTo commence collecting the $1 voluntary assessment for political action
recommended by the joint council meeting in Fresno, "but not until proper
and full explanation has been made to
the local union memberships, "explaining that the contribution is voluntary
and the contributor must be given a
receipt. It was decided that $1 stamps,
to be pasted in the member's union
book would be an excellent check on
how much each member had contrib-

uted toward the voluntary assessment
fund.
*Instruct the officers of the Northern and Southern District Councils to
prepare a questionnaire for candidates
"forthwith": that would set forth their
views on issues of importance to the
membership and invite all candidates
running for public office to come before local legislative committees and
give their views.
*Instruct legislative committee secretaries or local secretaries, or both, to
call on candidates'and interrogate them
on their attitude toward the ILWU
program.

10 Cents Won
At Metal Firm;
More Welfare
TERMINAL ISLAND—A settlement
reached only hours before ILWU Local
26 members hit the bricks at National
Metals brought a wage increase of 10
cents an hour across-the-board to 160
members of the local, and an additional payment by the company of $2.86
a month into the union's Health and
Welfare Fund to give the workers Class
"A" Kaiser Foundation coverage. The
Increase is effective April 1. The company also agreed to pay an additional
$1, if necessary to maintain Class "A"
protection
The company's "first, last and final"
offer was for a 2 cent's an hour wage
Increase, Class"A" Health and Welfare
and five days sick leave a year. Despite the company's assertion that if
the workers rejected this offer it would
curtail operations, Local 26 members
voted by 9% to 1 to reject the offer
and authorized the negotiating committee to call a strike if necessary.

Local 6 Publishes a
Manual on Compensation
SAN FRANCISCO—A manual on
the operation of workmen's compensation laws in California will be published next week by ILWU Local 6,
which is designed to guide shop
stewards in handling all such cases.
Prepared by the law firm of McMurray, Brotsky, Walker, Bancroft
& Tepper, general counsel for Local
6, and its East Bay attorneys, Edises, Treuhaft, Grossman & Grogan,
the new publication will also be distributed by ILWU Local 11 (San
Jose) to its own stewards.
Written in the form of questions
and answers, the manual covers such
headings as: what to do when you
are injured on the job or become ill
because of job conditions; coverage
of the workmen's compensation
laws; benefits under the laws; medical care that is provided injured or
ill workers, and examples of injuries
or illnesses covered by workmen's
compensation.
The procedure necessary to collect
compensation money, to reopen a
case once it has been "closed," the
problem of lump-sum payments and
other aspects of the law are also detailed in the new ILWU Local 6
manual.

Local 6 Members Give
To Victims .in Alabama
OAKLAND—ILWU Local 6 Warehousemen employed at Libby, McNeill
& Libby here last month took up a collection for the benefit of the families
of Negroes arrested in Montgomery,
Alabama, for supporting the bus-boycott that has been going on there
since last December.
The collection, from about 40
workers, amounted to $25, Local 6
Steward John Morgan said last week,
and it was being sent to the Reverend
Abernathy of that Southern City.

The old agreement expired last February 1.
The new agreement provides for a 6cent hourly wage increase lo begin
March 1, 1957.
The agreement also establishes no.
employment p a y for agricultural
workers.
In lieu of a 1956 wage increase, the
employers agreed to establish a $750,000 fund to provide for voluntary repatriation for workers who leave the industry voluntarily.
Such workers will receive out of the
fund seperation pay and 'transportation
if desired to their home countries. Payments for those voluntarily separated
will start after ten years' service and
will amount to $1,000 up for each
worker.
In some cases the sum will run up to
$2,500.
The voluntary payments are in addition to agreement on separation pay,
another item negotiated. The agreement provides that liberal separation
pay shall be provided for those workers
who are laid off as result of mechanization or other causes.
Transportation to home countries
will be provided for those workers desiring it, or additional payments over
and above other allowances will be
made if the worker decides to remain in
The separation pay plan both for
workers forced to leave the industry
and workers leaving on a voluntary basis applies to those under 55 years of
age.
Workers 55 and older are taken ear*
of by early retirement provisions of the
sugar pension plan.
Those over 55 desiring to quit and
be repatriated will receive $700 transportation in addition to their life pensions.
An additional week's vacation will be
accorded workers of 20 years' or more
service, bringing their vacation* to
three weeks.
The escalator provision In effect covering four sugar plantations will be
terminated after three and one-half
years. This agreement dealt with a special provision of the old contract which
tied wages on four plantations to the
price of raw sugar in New York and resulted in straight time wages 7 cents
lower than wages on other plantations.
The differential is to be eliminated
by progressive increases beginning
with 2 cents July 1, 1957, as additional
(Continued on Page 8)
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By Harry Bridges
e

EADING THE REPORTS on results coming in from the primary
voting in the state of Illinois this week, we can see illustrated
here a few of the many unanswered political problems facing the
American people in the 1956 elections. When we compare the 1956
Illinois primary vote with that in 1952, for both Republicans and
Democrats, some interesting facts appear.
Back in 1952 the two leading Republican contenders in the
Illinois primary were Taft and Stassen, and between them they
picked up over one million votes—with Taft receiving over nine
hundred thousand of this total. So, over one million voters went to
the polls to vote for one or another of the Republicans and register
their dissatisfaction with Truman and the Democratic party. The only
Democrat in the 1952 primary was Kefauver, and he received a little
over half a million votes.
When you recall that the whole Illinois State Democratic Party
machine, run out of Chicago and Cook County, was allout in opposition to Kefauver after he had exposed the criminal-politician tieup in
that state, his vote wasn't too bad. It was a vote by registered Demo
ergs against the wishes of their own state leaders.
•

Oat 10.1

INLAND FROM the waterfront, particularly
on the West Coast and in Hawaii; there has
spread a brand of trade unionism that has paid
soff well for hundreds of thousands of non
waterfront workers. This is not to say that
only waterfront workers know how properly
lc organize and achieve and maintain effective
trade union democracy.
But it is a fact that during and after the
1934 waterfront struggle on the West Coast
real organization began eliminating the open
shop all over the coast, and it was inspired and
supported effectively by the longshoremen and
other waterfront workers.
It is a fact also that it was the basic unity
and strength of the longshorernen in Hawaii
that inspired and effectively supported the
struggle which put an end to the feudalism
practised against the bulk of the islands'
workers, those in sugar, pineapple and miscellaneous allied fields.
These facts help to answer some of the
questions about what is happening on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts.
Why, for instance, have the Port of New
York longshoremen, much more loosely organized than West Coast longshoremen, been
able nevertheless to maintain a basic unity
and a fighting spirit against one of the most
colossal gang-ups known in American labor
history?
It would be wrong to say that the gang-up
is altogether of a union-busting nature as
such. It appears more of a struggle for control of the union—the particular and common
aim being to see that the rank and file doesn't
maintain control.
In addition there are the Mid-Western and
Eastern conferences of the Teamsters union
which recently sought a non-aggression pact
with the ILA and offered a loan of $400,000
to pay off acumulated debts. This has been at
least temporarily nixed as result of intervention by AFL-CIO President George Meany. The
latter seeks to supplant the ILA as bargaining
agent with the AFL-sponsored International
Brotherhood of Longshormen which has twice
lost to ILA in NLRB elections.
Teamster President Dave Beck and Hoffa
of the Mid-Western conference emerged from
a recent executive board meeting in Honolulu
with conflicting statements, Beck declaring that
he has been showing that he is boss of the
union. Meanwhile, Frank Brewster, head of the
Western conference of the Teamsters, has
openly announced to the press that the Western Conference will bolt the Teamsters and remain with the AFL-CIO in the event the

ad
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WE COME down to the primary vote this week, we find a
WHEN
completely different picture. Look at the Republicans first. This
time Eisenhower ran unopposed with the full prestige of the Republican party and the White House behind him. Despite this, his
total vote was about 700,000—far below Taft's vote of four years
ago and just barely ahead of Stevenson's vote in the Democratic
primary this year.
Stevenson, also running unopposed and with the full support of
the Democratic party, plus his personal prestige as a former governor of Illinois, put everything into this campaign. He was out to
undo some of the damage to his political future, already done to
him by the Democratic voters in Wisconsin and Minnesota. And yet
when the final votes were counted he was falling steadily behind
Eisenhower; despite all of his advantages he piled up only about
20,000 more votes than Kefauver four years ago.
The results are hardly a victory for either Eisenhower or Stevenson and, according to reports, they have caused more concern than
celebration among the leaders of both parties.
Meanwhile, Kefauver—who was not even on the ballot this year—
node no attempt to campaign in Illinois. He picked up about 30,000
Amite-in votes.
One thing is clear: the vast majority of voters in the state of
Illinois, Democrats and Republicans alike, simply stayed. home. This
was the lightest primary election in the past twelve years.

Teamsters are expelled by that organization as
result of a loan to ILA.
What the real struggles are between the WHEN YOU COMPARE Eisenhower's support among the downstate farmers of Illinois this year with what he received in the
Teamster leaders we have no immediate knowl- "
ledge, but we do know that the Teamsters 1952 election the shift is pretty clear.
In the presidential elections in November 1952, Eisenhower carwant to organize in the South, and without the
the state over Stevenson by a slim margin. As expected, he piled
ried
longshoremen
of
the
South
active support of the
up most of his vote in the farm section of the state, beating StevenAtlantic and Gulf they haven't much chance. son among these voters by more than three to one. This year when
Longshoremen and other waterfront work- Eisenhower came before these same farm voters they still voted for
ers, it would appear from the history of the him ova Stevenson, but his edge was just barely two to one.
West and now from the developments in the
On the other hand, Stevenson didn't pick up votes among the
East, are key to in4nd organization and as farmers; Eisenhower simply lost them.
The general result of the voting was to show no substantial
such are potent enemies of the open shop from
demonstration of support for Eisenhower, and there was even less
the Great Divide to both coasts.
Democratic vote for Stevenson as an alternative to Eisenhower.
The attitude of West Coast, Hawaiian and of aWhile
Kefauver, who if nothing else is at least an outspoken opAlaska longshoremen of the ILWU toward the ponent of both Eisenhower and Stevenson on many basic issues, was
ILA longshoremen is one of wanting to help in not even on the ballot.
any way they can toward the maintenance of
their union, their strength and solidarity, and
the building of democratic rank and file con- IT BRINGS TO MIND the election campaign of 1948 when in the
trol to which they seem determinedly striving.
state of Illinois the Democrats and Republicans cooperated to
To that end ILWU has approved extension keep a third party off the ballot. At that time they rewrote the state
of its contracts to bring about common expira- electoral laws and successfully excluded a party which honestly
tion dates for all longshore contracts and joint believed it offered an alternative to Truman and Dewey. We in the
we opposed any restrictions which
or parallel negotiations. Whether this step can ILWU pointed out back then thatfrom
having a chance to vote for
prevented the American people
be achieved depends largely upon the New whomever they pleased.
York Shipowners Association and the pressures
If Kefauver ever spoke out againgt the gimmicks which were
being brought upon it.
used in 1948 against a third party in Illinois and California there is
Scheduled sometime in May is a meeting no record of it. Yet he is now lined up to be the victim of the same
of the House Committee on Merchant Marine kind of treatment in 1956.
Today it is widely accepted that Kefauver could win every Demoand Fisheries where all shipowners' associations, West Coast, Hawaii, Alaska, North cratic primary in the country and still not be nominated at the Demoparty convention. In fact when he swamped Stevenson and the
Atlantic, South Atlantic and Gulf are to be can- cratic
whole Democratic party machine in Minnesota a few weeks ago, the
vassed as to their willingness for common ex- results were viewed as a defeat for Stevenson—which they certainly
piration dates and national bargaining.
were—and an opportunity for some such dark horse as Symington
We hope it can be done, but whether or or Harriman to step out and take the lead.
no, the struggle for East and West longshore
unity will go on. And the longshoremen will
continue to play a key role in union activities on IN THE ILWU WE have always insisted by constitution, by-law and
practice that the way be kept open for any member to run for
both coasts.
office and to campaign on the issues as he sees them. We have stood
by the secret referendum and the recall as the best means of keeping
men in office who carry out the wishes and demands of the members.
And our compulsory attendance at meetings forces members to take
a position and vote issues and candidates up or down. We have
thrived as a union because of our insistence upon the fullest democfilittiliel I lit latitiollsustO tengillosirmusirt's *Rd Illerobsioussurs Woo
racy by the participation of the rank and file in all decision making.
MORRIS 'WATSON. EDITOR
No one can deny that increasingly more and more American peoPublished every two weeks by the International Longshoremen's I Warehousemen's Union if 150 Golden ple have become cynical about politicians and the kind of political
Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif. Entered as second maneuvering now going on. Many people feel that they have little
class matter as of Dec, 15, 1942, at the Post Office at voice in decision-making and little influence on the choice of canSan Francisco, Calif.. under the Act of August 24, 1912. didates.
Subscription $1.50 par year.
• But we are fortunate that in contrast with some other countries
in the world we do have a strong democratic tradition, and we do
150 Golden Gate Ave.. San Francisco 2, Calif.
have. a Bill of Rights and a Constitution under which the fullest
or
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could flourish. But it must be fought for.
democracy
LOUIS GOLDBLA TT.
BARRY BRIDGES,
We in the ILWU have to make a beginning by joining and parPresident
Secretary-Treasurer
ticipating in all local political activities. This is the only guarantee
GERMAIN BULCKE.
8, B. ROBERTSON.
First Vice President
Second Vice President
that when voting time comes around in November the issues and the
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candidates before the people will stand for something. And the reInformation Director
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sults will mean something.
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DISPATCHER

A Steward
Sues mcs-An
For Iris Job
SAN FRANCISCO -- I learings were
concluded in. Superior Court here
April 4, before Judge John B. Molinari,
for an injunction against Lundeberg's
Marine Cooks & Stewards-AFL, in a
suit filed by Harry McClain, ship's
steward, for damages, for re-instatement to his job as chief steward aboard
the SS China Bear and for the right
to be registered and dispatched by the
MCS-AFL as chief steward.
WAS NUMCS MAN
McClain, a former member of the
• National Union of Marine Cooks &
Stewards (Ind.), has sailed for 15 years
• in the stewards' department of West
Coast vessels, He has a wife and two
children who have been hard-pressed
• by what has happened to him since December of last year.
The aggrieved steward was a patrolman for NUMCS in San Francisco during 1951 and 1952, then went back to
sea. In December 1953 he was dispatched from the CRO as chief steward
aboard the China Bear and stayed
aboard for the next two years.
In December 1955 he took a vacation. By this time NUMCS had been
destroyed by the combined action of
Lundeberg and the National Labor Relations Board, and when McClain went
to MCS-AFL asking to ship again, he
Members of the International Longshoremen's Association in NY got a close
was told that he was not a member,
ockers See Princess
look at Princess-to-Be Grace Kelly, moving picture star, as she sailed from that
couldn't be dispatched to any job.
City aboard the SS Constitution on April 4 to marry Rainier III, Prince of the tiny principality of Monaco.
•HANG.AROUND 200 YEARS
—Wide World Marl*
The Lundeberg dispatcher told him,
"You can hang around here for 200
years and you'll never be shipped out
as chief steward." Men with less seniority than McClain were dispatched by
MCS-AFL to his former job.
PORTLAND, Ore.—At the last •ses- troduced if a solidly Republican deleHe asked to join the Lundeberg outMeehan referred to Holmes' top votfit, paid dues and offered to pay the sion of the legislature, the Senate labor gation should go to the legislature this ing record on labor measures and to his
initiation fee Lundeberg is goug- committee was "stacked" against the Fall and if Senator Morse should be de- championship of edtication, conservaing out of new members, They told him unions, and Democrats on other key feated. The shadow of Morse's defeat tion and civil rights bills, and declared:
committees got the ax, state senator would extend to Salem, Holmes warned. "You don't maintain your gains any
they'd lei him know.
He theritipon. filed suit through the Bob Holmes, a Democratic candidate
The manager of ,radio .station AST. more on the waterfront if they are lost
S.F. law firm of Gladstein, Andersen, for governor, told the Columbia River Astoria, is one of the two Demberatie in Congress and legislature. Polities are
Leonard a & Bibbett. The courtroom, Pintsioners- Associetton here.
eantildateit for Oregon's: top job; the pork chops today.Holmes, a veteran member of Edu- other being Lew Wallow, a former
throughout the hearing, was jamHolmes went to the State Senate
packed with chief stewards who regard cation and Ways & Means, was one of state game conanalitsloner,.and a twoin 1948, the first Democrat to be elected
the case as crucial to their own efforts those whose heads were lopped; as was time loser for the post. The.Republican
from his district since 1884. Only two
to hold onto their jobs in the face of the Pat Dooley, in line for chairman of the contender is the incumbent governor,
members exceed him in seniority in the
Lundeberg drive to rid the ships of all taxation committee of the House. The Elmo Smith, one of seven senators who
Senate and he has served on pratically
former members of NUMCS.
GOP machine, angered over the made labor's black list at
the last every committee there, but education
voters' rebellion ht Meltnotnah County, legislature.
has always been his specialty. He degave the taxation post to an inexperiHolmes was introduced to the old- scribed the "wonderful youngsters who
eared man, and "nothing Mlle out of timers by ILWU International
Repre- will be Oregon's future citizens, taxtaxation for 80 days, and when it did sentative Matt Meehan, who said he
payers and workers" as "our greatest
we wound up with a phoney tax pro- first began to take note of Holmes
natural resource."
gram," H o 1 in e s charged. The one when "some of our people down there
GOP DOES NOTHING
worked out by the Demos earlier in the (in Astoria) were on strike, and
we
Hostiles said he has plugged for "s
session would have raised just as much could always get a chance to
give our return of two-party government to
SACRAMENTO — ILWU Local 17, revenue and cost the average taxpayer side of the story over his station."
Oregon" because GOP domination of
one
third
less.
Meehan stressed the importance to state polities has produced a sort of doafter two days on the bricks at Superior
The
situation
at
Salem
will
be
duplabor
of
having a fair-minded man in nothing status-quo. If the state is to
Sales Company, a wholesale electrical
building material warehouse, won a full heated again next year, and on top of the governor's chair. "Everyone here fare up to Rome of its pressing current
union shop contract with the following that "right to work" legislation, such can remember the days of Iron Pants problems, reused in part by its rapid
wages and conditions:
as is now threatening the Washington Martin and a few others who did every- growth in population, there will have to
The minimum base rate was raised unions, will almost certainly
be Democrats on the Board of Control,
be in- thing they could to bust us."
from $1.25 an hour to $1.921
/
2; the
In the legislature—and in the Govmaximum from $1.75 to $2.121
/
2.Three
ernor's mansion, Holmes believes.
weeks (15 days) accumulated sick leave
A testimonial to Holmes' excellent
was granted, together with 1 week of
voting record was furnished by Ernest
vacation after I year, 2 weeks after 2
Baker, the Oregon locals' legislative
years and 3 weeks after 15 years. Also,
7 paid holidays, a welfare plan and life
SAN FRANCISCO—The lowest long- California Stevedore & Ballast Corn- representative, who observed the AsInsurance policy, paid for by the em- shore disabling injury rate in 29 years pany, Seaboard Stevedoring Corpora- torian's work at the legislature first
ployer, and a pension commitment for was reported for 1955 by Pacific Mari- tion, Encinal Terminals, Howard Ter- hand, "But we aren't going to get peo'.
June 1, 1956.
time Association officials at the An- minal, Parr-Richmond Terminals, West pie like Bob Holmes elected to office
SOLIDARITY WINS
nual Safety Awards Dinner of the As- Coast Terminals Company of Califor- unless we go out and vote," Baker
warned.
The new contract went into effect on sociation's Northern California Area nia and Bulk Handlers, Incorporated.
About 450 ILWU members in Port.
March 26 and will run until May 1, Accident Prevention Committee on
In attendance at the dinner were
1958. ft ineliides' an automatic wage in- April 5.
executives of shipping, stevedoring and land including some oldtimers aren't
crease of 5 cents an hour for all classiJ. H. Travers, manager of PMA's terminal companies, representatives of in a position to vote because they aren't
registered, Baker charged. (The deadfications, as of June 1 of this year. A Accident Prevention Bureau, reported the ILWU, the California Division
of line
for registration Is April 17.)
wage opening on June 1, 1957, will con- that the Pacific Coast disabling injury Industrial Safety, and members
of the
sider wages, classifications and one rate for last year dropped 6 per cent Northern California Area EmployerThe United Labor Committee, elt
other cost item to be named by the from the previous record low of 1954, Employee Accident Prevention Comm- which Baker In a member, *eat out
union.
questionnaires to all candidates, but as
and that the Northern California Area mittee.
The Local 17 organizing drive at Su- showed a reduction of over 4 per cent.
J. Paul St. Sure, president of Pa- far no answers have been received from
perior Sales began around the first of In 1935, Travers pointed out, the dis- cific Maritime Association, was master Holmes* opponents, Including the prosthis year, At that time there were 10 sibling injury rate on the Pacific Coast of ceremonies and Captain William H. eat governor, whose latest exploit was
• employees; a request for collective bar- was 173 for one million man-hours Butler, Pacific Transport Lines, pre- to go through a picket-line armload Use
gaining was made on February 7 but worked, and In 1955 the frequency sided. A. C. Blackman, chief of
the Bend Bulletin.
the employer stalled, refused to meet dropped to 60. He credited this steady State Division of Industrial Safety, •
ROTH SPEAKS
the union and fired four workers.
progress in accident prevention to the was among the speakers.
Another candidate heard from at the
• A first meeting with the employer co-operation of shipping management
PHA's Accident Prevention Bureau meeting was Paul Roth, running for
was held on March 19, when he prom- and the ILWU in making the West was initiated in 1927 as a one-man op- Constable
from the Portland district of
ised to bargain and give an answer Coast ports safer working areas.
eration. Currently, the Bureau has a Multnomah County. Roth drew a good
shortly; by the end of the week he had
AWARDS PRESENTED
staff of 10 safety engineers who carry hand when he recalled "meeting some
changed his mind, said his workers
Travers presented safety merit cer- on a vigorous program of education, of you before, when I drove my milk
were not interested in a union—and on tificates to Matson Terminals, Incor- job inspection and
investigation of se- truck down to your soup kitchen in
March 26 the pickets marched.
porated, Associated-Baning Company, cidents,
1934 with a load of milk."
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Columbia River Pensioners Hear Bob Holmes
Demo Candidate for the Governorship of Oregon
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Two-Day Strike
Wins Big Raises
At Superior Co.

Disabling Accidents at a New
Low,Says PIM Safety Board
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THE MOST publicized detective force in the world
11 came into existence in 1908 without benefit of any
law passed by Congress.
Its advent was as secret as are its present voluminous files of largely tattle-tale material about and/or
fingerprints of an estimated 113,000,000 American
citizens and aliens.
Attorney General Charles J. Bonaparte requested
a special Department of Justice detective force of the
60th Congress in 1907. Chairman James A. Tawney
of the House Appropriations Committee, to whom the
request was made, described to the House the dangers
of such a force. Other congressmen joined him.
Congress not only turned down the request of the
Attorney General. It went further and enacted a law
against a then current practice of the Department of
Justice in hiring detectives from time to time from
the Treasury Department. It clearly did not want the
Justice Department to use detectives for any purpose.
The 60th Congress adjourned on May 30, 1908.
Bonaparte waited only a month, then, on July 1, he
quietly set up within his department the Bureau of
Investigation and placed Stanley W. Finch in charge.
In 1935 the bureau was renamed the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.
The Attorney General's excuse for acting contrary
to the will of Congress was that the new law
against hiring Treasury agents forced him to the step.
Both houses of Congress, upon returning to Washington, ordered investigations.
To charges by congressmen that they had been
shadowed and their mail rifled, President Theodore
Roosevelt answered that detectives would not themselves break the law by opening other people's mail.
He added: "But sometimes through the accidental
breaking of such package, the contents are exposed."
The President then proceeded to ourage Congress
by publishing the private correspondence of Senator
Tillman of South Carolina.
ESPITE the congressional storm the new bureau
survived. President Roosevelt appealed to popular
sentiment by charging that congressmen were protecting and aiding criminals. Proof that this was not
so, as one government official after another admitted that not one criminal had escaped because of the
law forbidding the use of Treasury detectives was,
according to Max Lowenthal in his monumental arid
documented book about the FBI,* "too statistical, too
dry, too late."
The new bureau's chance for aggrandizement came
with passage of the Mann Act two years later. This
law, designed to prevent interstate shipment of girlt
recruited for prostitution, gave the bureau opportunity to place agents in every state and in every large
city. And like many another subsequent law, the Federal detectives enforced it far less against actual.
'white slavers" than they did against ordinary citizens who made the unhappy mistake of accompanying
a girl friend across a state line.
World War I provided the next big opportunity for
building the secret force. The bureau at the outset
announced itself the chief spy-catcher. However, it
turned out that Treasury agents were better equipped
and better trained for this purpose.
So, the Bureau of Investigation turned to crushing
opposition to the war by Socialists and radical labor
groups. It turned down the proferred job of registering enemy aliens as a "perfectly enormous undertaking." Local police forces and rural postmasters
took over the job.

HIS IS'YOU
ing up draft-evaders. The bureau took seriously the
strictest meaning of "roundup" and dragnetted on a
scale never before known in American history.
Wives and families besieged the places of detention
and created a problem for local police.
It turned out that the wholesale arrests in New
York netted only /
1 2, percent of draft-dodgers and less
than 1 percent elsewhere. The New York Times and
the Tribune called the raids "illegal" and "inexcusable." The New York World called them "outrages"
and "mob rule."

oiriceived without consent
tigress, the rederal Bum
I Investigation and its
glory have left many
es,congressmen,lawyers
ther leading Americans
unimpressed, but nevertheess fearful of its growing
ret o or

D

ortiE BUREAU'S first big chance for large scale violation of civil rights came with passage of the wartime sedition act and with the assigned duty of round-

"The Federal Bureau of Investigation" by
Max Lowenthal, William Sloane Associates,
119 West 57th Street, N.Y.C., published
1950, $1.50, available through 1LWU Book
Club at $3.75.

Robert McElreth at tape machine which recorded
FBI agents' attempt to hook Jack Hall into their
scheme to split the ILWU. Hall wouldn't buy and the
FBI let him go +a trial and conviction on framed
charges. His 5-year ,sentence is on appeal

were said to have said or were suspected of having
done—information derived, in some instances, from
some unknown person who had told the bureau's
agents or informers or the latter's informants. Some
of the information received might relate to people's
personal habits and life."
There was set up an elaborate card-index file of
every person in the country suspected by the detectives of holding dangerous ideas. A separate index
was made of "radical" publications. "Authors, publishers, editors" were paid particular attention.

11PHE BUREAU terminated its draft raids late in
1918 and then turned to investigating and cataloging the political affiliations and opinions of citizens. It
recklessly listed prominent citizens as "pro-German"
and_released the lists. A senate committee was later
able to establish the fact that scores of citizens labeled
as.mernbers of suspect organizations never even had
heard of the organizations. Among those listed as
"pro-German" by the bureau was William Randolph
Hearst, the publisher, William Jennings Bryan, President Wilson's *first Secretary of State, the International News Service, the American Catholic Weekly,
Professor Albert Bushnell Hart of Harvard University and others.
The Senate committee turned up many instances
of bungling detective work.
Early in 1919 the bureau had a real challenge to
Its ability to detect crime. Several dozen bombs were
sent through the mail or personally delivered to government officals and some private citizens.
The bureau repeatedly reported progress in its investigation. It fixed responsibility on radicals desiring to overthrow the United States government and
issued day-to-day press statements to the effect that
the bureau was about to arrest them.
Not to this day have the bomb perpetrators been
apprehended or the cases solved.
N AUGUST I, 1919, the bureau created, again
without authorization of Congress, what it called
the General Intelligence Division. Its head, J. Edgar
Hoover, now head of the whole FBI, announced: "The
present organized world-wide class struggle threatens
the foundations of society and civilization itself."
The only money appropriated for the bureau by
Congress was for the "detection and prosecution of
crimes."
However, hoping for and anticipating the Congress
might some day adopt a peacetime sedition act, Mr.
Hoover and his detectives decided they should get
ready for it. A bureau directive went out to agents
to engage in detection of sedition and to secure "evidence which may be of use in prosecutions... under
legislation ... which may hereinafter be enacted."
"Unrest and radicalism are rife throughout the
world; the United States is not exempt" said the new
division.
"The Bureau of Investigation faced and solved one
problem in the first ten days of the existence of Mr.
Hoover's division, the problem of the kind of data the
detectives should send to headquarters," says Lowenthal. 'They were going to receive material from undercover informers, from neighbors, from personal enerides of the persons under investigation. The deteelives were going to hear gossip about what people

O

0111141IEF target at the time was the Industrial WorkLIP ers of the World. Week by week Mr. Hoover's
GID was certain that the 1WW was,about to start
•
revolution.
in Butte, Montana, during a miners' strike led by
the IWW, the detectives reported that the members
attended meetings armed with rifles and that "they.
intend it to be the beginning of the revolution."
Federal Judge Bourquin at Butte had a somewhat
different point of view. As reported by Lowenthal,
he made this summary of evidence given in his court:
"The Industrial Workers of the World was dissatielied with working places, conditions and wages in the
mining industry, and.,, (discussed) ways and means
(of remedying conditions), including a strike if neeessary. In consequence its hall and orderly meetings
were several times raided by employers' agents, Federal agents and soldiers duly officered, acting by Te&
eral authority and without warrant. The members,
men and women, . . . made no resistance save oral
protests, no retaliation, and there was no disorder
save by the raiders. These, armed, forcibly entered,
broke and destroyed property; searched effects and
papers; seized papers and documents; cursed, insulted,
beat, dispersed, and bayonetted members .. ; and
in general in an orderly and populous city, perpetrated
an orgy of terror, violence and crime against citizen::
and aliens in public assemblage, whose only offense
seems to have been peaceable insistence upon an eaercise of a clear legal right ...
". . Evil advocacy and teaching . . Is a far itaa
danger to this country than are the parties who (as*
ed) in violation of law and order, of humanity and
justice ... They are the spirit of intolerance Weirnate, and the most alarming manifestation in Animists
today."
IN THE case of the Butte miners the GID set itself
11 up as a judge as to what was and was not a proper
strike demand. The miners had demanded freedope
for all industrial and political prisoners as one of ten
demands. GID found this grounds for assisting the
employers. There was no law saying they should.
Clearly the GID was taking over in the labor spying
field. It moved into the 1919 steel strike. The division
told Congress that the strike was a plot "to rid the
American Federation of Labor of its so-called eonservative leadership and form the greatest *revolutionary movement the world has ever seen." It said
that GID interference resulted in "a complete victory
for the American Federation of Labor."
"Actually," Lowenthal reports, "the strike ended
In a complete defeat of the strikers and destruction
of the steel workers' union formed by the American
Federation of Labor, and was followed by the discontinuance for years, of any effective attempts to unionize the Industry."
The anti-labor alms of the FBI have for long been
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THE FBI is not under civil service. Mr. Hoover
claims the right to choose whom he pleases, though
he says he is against the spoils system. All other departments of the government are under civil service.
There has been a running fight between Hoover and
the Civil Service Commission. Hoover says his agents
are special. Yet, he has never hired a Negro as an
agent, although Negroes have been serving with distinction in all other departments of the government.
An examination of what Hoover and the FBI consider subversive about Negroes gives the key to his
attitude about them.
Here are some quotes from Negro publications
which the GID reported to Congress as subversive or
radical:
"The colored people must arouse themselves to the
fullness of their powers and inherent rights."—The
Chicago Whip.
"The only power of the Negro is his power as a
worker; his one weapon is the strike."—From a leaflet.
"The Negroes... must unite with other workers in
order to make their industrial power count the utmost."—Unknown origin, but submitted as an example.
One Negro newspaper, The Crusader, remarked:
"If to fight for one's rights is to be Bolshevist, then
we are Bolshevists."
There are no Negro FBI agents and it is doubtful
that any Negro would want to be. Consider that FBI
agents have been known to approach employers with
the suggestion that certain employes be fired. Among
some of the reasons given is that "he associates with
or entertains Negroes in his home!"
Every other agency of government is required to
live up to a fair employment practice code. The FBI
Is exempted. It has dossiers on Congressmen and
other politicians. It appears to be above the law, and
a law unto itself.
J. Edgar Hoover, chief of the FBI, has been described by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as "publicity
mad."
In 1940 one of the greatest and most beloved Sena'tors of the United States, George W. Norris of Nebraska, had this to say on the Senate floor:
"Mr. Hoover is doing more injury to honest law
enforcement in this country by his publicity-seeking
feats than is being done by any other one thing connected with his organization ..
"A detective who advertises his exploits every time
he gets an opportunity, who spends the public money
to see that they are spread over the pages of the newspapers in flaming headlines will in the end be a failure in ferreting out crime and bringing guilty persona
to justice ..
"Unless we do something to stop this furor of adulation and praise as being omnipotent, we shall have
an organization—the organization of the FBI-1,4 ieeh
Instead of protecting our people from the evil acts 44
criminals, will itself in the end direct the government
by tyrannical force, as the history of the world shoe s
has always been the case when the secret police and
secret detectives have been snooping around the homes
of honest men. In my judgment, unless this procedure
Is stopped, the time will soon arrive when there will
be a spy behind every stump and a detective in every
closet in our land."

known to members of the International Longshoremen's & Warehousemen's Union. One Senator of the
United States once said to the FBI: "We could save
time by asking what Senator haven't you investigated?" ILWU members could say "which, if any
members, haven't you attempted to interrogate?"
Whenever the ILWU is in a crucial bargaining situation the FBI is lurking nearby. In August, 1951,
when the ILWU was at odds with the Big 5 in Hawaii
over a sugar contract, FBI agents dramatically staged
a raid on the home of Jack W. Hall, ILWU Regional
Director in Hawaii. They arrived at 6 a.m., terrorized his family, searched his house, handcuffed him
and took him to jail. He was charged with violation
of the Smith Act.
Chief evidence against him was that he allowed
a person to remain overnight at his home, said person
having with him a duffle bag full of books deemed subversive. The person turned out to be an undercover
agent for the FBI. The duffle bag was never opened
In Hall's presence and he had no idea of what it
contained, nor did he inquire. A jury, after hearing
nine months of purple passages from alleged Communist literature in the duffle bag, returned a verdict of
guilty. One juror said later he was afraid his two
brothers would be fired from territorial jobs if he
didn't vote to convict. Hall's case is pending on appeal
before the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit.

IN AUGUST, 1919, immediately after its establishment, the GID made elaborate plans for wholesale
arresta of alleged radical organizations. Raids, which
tame to be infamously known as 'The Palmer Raids,"
after the name of the Attorney General, were staged
Ill. November, 1919 against alleged members of the
'Union of Russian Workers, and in January, 1920,
against alleged Communists.
The raids were nation-wide and, as in the ease of
draft-evaders earlier, were carried out in dragnet.
style. Radical and non-radical alike were arrested

Court Rules FBI is Without
Any ,Judicial Standing
A United States District Judge in Pittsburgh,
Pa., ruled January 5, this year, that the FBI "does
not administer justice within the meaning of the
,(US) Code."
The court dismissed in indictment against a man
who was charged with obstruction of justice by
threatening physical violence to persons who might
talk to FBI agents in an investigation involving
him.
The judge said no crime had been committed
since there was no proceeding pending in court.
"The FBI is merely an investigating body," the
ceurt said, and no persons were required to give it
testimony • and there was no crime in persuading
persons not to talk to its agents.
'Current law reports do not indicate if appeal is
to be taken.
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The raids eventually revolted Congress and the nation and the GID was deactivated for a time.

IR' FBI

IN THE Hall case the FBI was exposed in one of the
II most brazen attempts to interfere in trade union
affairs. Following indictment of Hall, two FBI agents
called on Dave Thompson, ILWU educational director
In Hawaii. They held three conversations with him
on successive days.
After the first day, Thompson decided he wanted
further conversations witnessed or recorded. Robert,
McEirath, ILWU public relations director in Hawaii,
installed a tape recorder in Thompson's basement and
a large old-style microphone behind a phonograph in
Thompson's living room. It was a perfectly legal bugging since it was done in Thompson's own home and
by his request.
Significant portions of the conversations and the
agents' proposals were aired by McEirath on an islandwide radio network. The agents wanted two things.
They wanted Hall to lead a splitting move in the
ILWU and they wanted to control an ILWU territorial convention which was to be held on February
2, 1952.
Their purpose in talking to Thompson was to learn
bow best they might approach Hall. With Hall, six
other persons were indicted. The agents spoke of making it six instead of seven, meaning that if Hall would
to along with them in splitting the union they would'
wiret in touch with the guy who could lay it on the
line for him."
The agents wanted to know if they should make a
direct approach to Hall or if they should first "condition" a number of people around him.
The detectives got their answer when their own
recorded words hit the airwaves. Simultaneously
with the broadcasting the story was released to the
Press and wire services both in Honolulu and San
Francisco. No commercial newspaper touched it.
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J. Edgar Hoover . . The Si. Louis Post-Dispaich
called him "publicity mad."
wherever Mr. Hoover's detectives struck. At least one
man was arrested for no other reason than that be
looked Russian.
The GID ostensibly was making the raids in order
to turn over deportable people to the Immigration
Service which was then under the Department of
Labor. Meetings of the organizations were arranged
by GID undercover agents according to orders from
the GID, which then swooped upon them, sometimes
making the mistake of herding in participants in
meetings, of other organizations.
In the Palmer raids men and women whose names
had been found on alleged membership rolls seized by
the GID were routed out of bed, roughly handled, their
belongings scattered and often smashed. One veteran
and member of the American Legion told the Senate
Judiciary Committee: "I was at my boarding house .
after midnight . . in bed. The officers searched the
entire room. The officers searched The entire room
and trunk ,and scattered all my belongings on the
floor. (The officers) made a loud noise at the door,
some of them with drawn revolvers . .. commanded
me to come along. .. I was not told on what charge
I was wanted on; was told to come on . ."
Summing up the evidence in a Boston ease, Federal
Judge Anderson said: "The witness (a woman) was
arrested at her home at 6 o'clock in the morning. Several men showing her no warrant, entered her room
where she was in bed. She was told to get out of bed
and dress, which she did in a closet. Then she was
taken in a police wagon to the pollee station after they
had searched her premises, apparently for IWW literature. When they found she was a naturalized citizen,
she was allowed to go."
The GID arrested hundreds of persons for deportation and as fast as they turned them over, Labor Department officials were obliged to dismiss charges for
lack of valid evidence.

R. HOOVER has colorful phrases to describe his
critics or the critics of his FBI. Some of them
taken from his many speeches and magazine articles
glorifying the FBI and listed in Lowenthal's book are:
"charlatans—perennial sob-sisters of both sexes—e
hypersentimentalists—criminal coddlers—convict love
ers—fiddle-faced reformers—swivelchair criminalise
gists—professional panderers—uninformed and misinformed know-it-ails."
The sort of stuff that gets reported to the FBI by
itt4 informers and detectives and goes into dossiers
was exposed for the first time when a court in Washington—in the Judith Copiers trial—forced production
of some of the records.
Included among stuff guarded as top secret were
such things as an advertising throwaway one agent
had picked up on the sidewalk in New York. This "confidential" document included the names of speakers
scheduled to speak at a public meeting in Madison
Square Garden. Another "confidential" document was
the report of an FBI agent who had been told by an
informant what he had been told by his young son-se
that the child had seen his neighbor going about undressed in his own home.
The New York Times remarked: "The Federal Bureau of Investigation, which has enjoyed an immunity
from high-level criticism almost unparalleled among
government agencies, found itself this week in a state
of acute embarrassment as result of public disclosure
of some of its investigative techniques...
"Now for the first time in history, a group of
these dossiers containing unsupported and unevalue
ated tips from anonymous 'confidential informants,*
along with the documented eye-witness reports of FB11
agents themselves, have been laid out for public in.*
spection ..
"Director J. Edgar Hoover withdrew behind a Clird
tamn of 'no comment' in response to all inquiries in the
matter ...
"The unassailability of the FBI has been something
of a phenomenon in Washington for many years*"

M
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Alaska Pacts
In Longshore
Open in June

Hawaiian Pine Unit 55 won the 1956 championship of the Oahu ILWU Athletic Association's
Oahu Champs fourth
annual Softball League. The Piners went through the season undefeated in seven games
to win their second straight pennant. The league was composed of eight teams representing various sugar, pineapple and
general trades units on the island of Oahu. Hawaiian Pine will represent Oahu in the Second Annual ILWU Territorial
Tournament slated to be held in Hilo, May 4-5. The team was honored at the league's annual Awards Banquet held at the
Oasis Nightclub on March 31.

Supreme Court Rules That State 'Sedition' Laws
Are Unconstitutional; Overturns Them in 42 States
WASHINGTON -- The US Supreme
Court April 12 upheld the supremacy
of the federal government in the field
of political sedition law. In so doing, it
affirmed the earner ruling by the Pennsylvania supreme court which had upset the conviction Of Steve Nelson,
Pittsburg communist, under a state
sedition law.
Effect of the high court ruling, which
brought a 6-3 split, is to free Nelson of
a 20-year state sentence for sedition. In
addition, it overturns sedition laws of
42 states, Hawaii and Alaska.
As a direct consequence, the conviction of Carl Braden under the Kentucky state sedition law may come to a
quick end. Braden got into trouble with
Louisville authorities when he sold a
house in a supposedly white district to
a Negro purchaser, and the sedition
trial and conviction followed.
Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote the
majority ruling. Justice Stanley Reed
wrote the dissent, being joined by Justices Harold Burton and Sherman Minton. In essence, the distinction between
the majority and dissenting views was
over the degree to which federal government activity in the political sedition field made state efforts in this
field unconstitutional.
Warren quoted the Pennsylvania suP.
preuut court ruling noting the danger
to federal legal standards when state
laws are operative in the same field, as
Mom': "Unlike the Smith Act, which

Local 21. Watchmen
Extend Contract
LOS ANGELES—A supplement to
an agreement between ILWU Local 26
(maritime patrol) and the American
President Lines and Matson Terminals,
signed on December 15 of last year, extended the contract through "June 15,
1956, or by mutual agreement to September 30, 1956, or to any date between
June 15, 1956 and September 30, 1956
in order to arrive at a common termination or review date to coincide
with the Pacific Coast Longshore
Agreernen t."
The basic straight ($2.02 per hour)
and overtime rates and welfare contributions will be subject to review, the
subject of pensions may be open for
negotiations when wages and welfare
eontributions are open, and an additional week of vacation will be granted
under the terms of the agreement.

can he administered only by federal officers acting in their official capacities,
Indictment for sedition under the Pennsylvania statute can be initiated upon
an information made by a private isdiv idual.
PER$ONAL SPITE USED
"The opportunity this presents for
the indulgence of personal spite and
hatred or for furthering some selfish
advantage or ambition need only be
mentioned to be appreciated." This, in
fact, was a good description of the actual facts of the Nelson case, the matter having been brought to court by a
politically ambitious judge with a phobia on reds.
Warren concluded: "Since we find
that Congress has occupied the field to
the exclusion of parallel state legislation, that the dominant interest of the
federal government precludes state intervention, and that administration of
state acts would conflict with the operation of the federal plan, we are convinced that the decision of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania is unassailable."
The high court took four and onehalf months to reach a decision on the
Nelson case, loaded as it was with political issues.
LOUISVHI.F., Ky.—Prosecution and
defense attorneys were in sharp ilisagreement on the status of Carl Braden's conviction under Kentucky's sedition statute In the light of the US Supreme Court ruling voiding the conviction of Pennsylvania Communist leader
Steve Nelson under a similar state law.
The high court ruled that sedition
laws in 42 states and in Alaska and
Hawaii could not be invoked by state
authorities to punish individuals
charged with advocating overthrow of
the United States government.
STATUS OF BRADEN
In Louisville, Braden, his wife Anne
and five other white persons were indicted under a state statute, charged
with sedition against the state and federal governments. The sedition indictments grew out of an investigation of
the bombing of a house the Bradens
purchased for a Negro family in a
white suburb. Braden, the only one
tried under the indictment, was convicted and sentenced to 15 years in
prison. His appeal is before the Kentucky court of appeals.
The Supreme Court ruling "Is the

position that Braden's attorneys have
maintained from the outset of the
case," declared Louis Lusky, American
Civil Liberties Union attorney who is
representing Braden on appeal. "The
Kentucky statute and the indictment
,under which Braden was tried are- not
materially different from those under
which Nelson was tried in 'Pennsylvania."

SAN FRANCISCO — The Alaska
Steamship Company was notified on
April 6, by a letter from Germain
Bulcke, ILWU second vice-president,
that the union desired to open all Alaska longshore contracts as of June 15.
Bulcke's letter referred to the addendum to the contract of December 21,
1954, which called for opening of the
contract as of the above date, "for
modification or termination, at the
'expiration date' of the Pacific Coast
Longshore Agreement."
Since no agreement has yet been
reached for a joint expiration date of
the Pacific Coast Longshore Agreement with the East Coast, Bulcke notified the employers, the Coast Agreement will be open June 15.
In a memorandum to all Alaska longshore locals of the same date, the
ILWU vice-president advised them to
notify their employers that they wished
to open local agreements on the same
June date.
"As you know," Bulcke wrote the
Alaska locals, "we have been seeking
to work out a uniform contract expiration date with. the East Coast." Since
this has not yet been achieved, it in
necessary to open the contracts.
"However," he added, "the recent
coastwide caucus voted to extend the
Coast Agreement to. September 30.
1956, if certain conditions were met,
among them an interim wage increase
of 2 cents per straight time hour to
obtain parity with the East Coast."

Local 26 Organizes
A Softball Team
LOS ANGELES -- A softball team
to play in the Los Angeles Municipal
Industrial League is being formed by
members of ILWU Local 26. Last
week's executive board meeting allocated $150 to purchase equipment and- •
pay entry fees in the,league.
A, J. Gobert, Thrifty Drug Shop—
steward, is temporary chairman of the
softball committee.

Pacific Port Authorities
Hit Military Competition
ALAMEDA, Calif. — The Pacific
Coast Association of Port Authorities
has issued a report to its members detailing its activities in Washington,
D.C., from March 12 through March
20, in its efforts to get military cargoes of a non-security nature handled
through commercial facilities on the
West Coast.
The organization was represented in
Washington by many of its members,
headed by its president, Dudley W.
Frost, and the chairman of its NonSecurity Military Cargo Committee,
Don Dullum.
SOLONS CONTACTED
The port authority members contacted their congressmen and senators
to outline the problem arid invited them
to a dinner-meeting sponsored by the
organization and its northwest affiliate, which was held on March 20.
Approximately 60 senators and congressmen were contacted by the port
representatives and all agree in principle that the problem was acute and
needed attention.
A meeting was also held • with Defense Secretary Charles E. Wilson.
"Mr. Wilson appeared interested and
asked many questions," the report
states. "His attitude seemed to be favorable and he ordered an investigation and report from Thomas Pike, assistant secretary of defense, and F. S.
Bryant, special assistant ..."
MEET ILWU OFFICERS
The PCA members also met with
ILWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt and Second Vice-President Germain Bulcke, and received a pledge of
full ILWU support for the program.
The port authorities also met with
Representative Bonner, chairman of
the House Merchant Marine & Fisheries Committee, and other congressmen,

and 24 senators and congressmen (or
their representatives) attended the
March 20 dinner.
Charts prepared by the association
were displayed and three statements
were filed with the Senate Committee
on Interstate & Foreign Commerce
(Senator Magnuson, chairman).
CARGOES DIVERTED
These charts revealed the enormous
amount of military cargo of a non-security nature which has been diverted
from normal commercial channels and
carried by military bottoms, from the
Pacific Coast to the Far East.
Utilization of commercial ports, the
charts showed, was at 45 percent of
their potential. Commercial cargoes
amount to about 11.3 million; military
cargoes that are being sent through
military terminals amount to another
2.1 million.
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Kullis Heads
Auxiliary Roundup ILWU
Local 3
Columbia River Auxiliaries
Bay Auxiliary 17
East

Meet: Hear Reports

Starts Drive for Members

Fish Workers
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Screened Maritime
Workers Will Sue
SAN FRANCISCO — Maritime
workers barred from West Coast
docks and ships by the Coast Guard
as "security risks" will file a test
suit in US District Court for reinstatement and reimbursement.
Despite government decision not
to contest a US Court of Appeals
ruling holding screening unconstitutional, the Coast Guard has as yet
made no change in the screening program. Attorney Richard Gladstein
says he will go into court for a formal decree embodying the ruling,
and then sue.

OAKLAND -- ILWU Auxiliary 17
PORTLAND — Delegates representSEATTLE—Anton Kuljis was electing six Columbia River ILWU auxil- (East Bay) this week announced a
membership drive which was sched- ed president of ILWU Local 3 by a
iaries at their regular meeting unani- uled to begin on April 13
and continue 2-to-1 vote over Marl in Peterson.
mously went on record supporting the through May 11.
Incumbent Vice-President Nick Petposition of US Senator Richard L. NeuThe drive was announced by Mrs.
rinovich was re-elected over two oppoberger (D., Ore.) regarding the use of Alice Geron, membership'direetor of nents: Thelma Walton and Elmer
surplus grain and other foodstuffs for the women's organization, and a leaflet Allen, and Joe Jurich won out for the
was put out by the auxiliary to assist
consumption by those on welfare and in calling to
post of secretary-treasurer over Berthe attention of wives,
relief.
mothers, sisters and daughters of Lo- nard "Bull" Mathsen, and will fill out
A great deal of discussion centered cals 2, 6, ig and 34 members, their the unexpired term to which he was
appointed by the local's executive board
around the job of registering to vote eligibility foi membership.
last year. Jurich received one of the
Initiation
fee
is
$1,
dues
25
cents
a
the several thousand longshoremen and
month, the leaflet points out, and it largest votes ever cast by the membertheir families in the Columbia River
utilizes several slogans: "You've Got ship of this local.
area. Auxiliary members working on
Incumbent business agent John TaWhat It Takes" (to be a member);
this project indicated an alarming num"Never Under-Estimate the Power of dich swept the field for that post and
ber of mwu members still remain unWomen" (to get things done in the chalked up a vote that more than toregistered. Deadline for registering is
community and for the union); "The talled the combined votes for his two
April 18.
Door Is Open" and "You Can Do It opponents, Sam Voolich and Anthony
Auxiliary 14, Longview, Wash., is Yourself" (bring the mwu progehm Vlahovich. Assistant business agent
LOS ANGELES— In union-wide balgiving its support to the re-election for better schools, peace, expanded civil Joe Betelli was re-elected without oplotting
on a constitutional amendment
of State Representative Clyde Miller rights and higher wages into the com- position.
for
ILWU
Local 26 which eliminated
who is a Democrat and has had the munity).
A proposed $2 voluntary legislative
staunch support of labor in previous
the
unit
structure
of the local, members
The auxiliary meets the second Fri- assessment was defeated by a narrow
campaigns. lie is an ILWU pensioner day of each month at 160 Grand Ave- margin.
,voted approval by a better than three
and former member of the ILWU ex- nue, here.
ILWU Convention delegates will be: to one margin.
cutive board.
Joe Jurich, Joe Betelli, John Tadich
Beginning with the completion of
Greatest membership gains was re- North Bend Auxiliary
and Sam Voolich (fishermen and ten- the local's new building at Figueroa
ported by Mrs. Christina Van Hoene, Welcomes New Members
dermen); Mary Holtrop and Ruby LunPresident of Auxiliary 32, Newport,
NORTH BEND, Ore. — Five new degaard (cannery workers) and Minnie and 57th Street, all members of the
Oregon. This auxiliary was started members were, welcomed into ILWU Thompson Cummings (fish reduction union will meet together four times a
only a month ago with 40 members and Auxiliary 1 here last month. They are: workers).
year, and will continue to meet on a
now has 60, representing two-thirds Nancy Messman, Esther Strassburg,
shop, industry or geographical heels
of the potential membership for this Billie • Massey, Bernice Laskey and
between the full membership meetings.
small port.
Helen Combs.
Local 26 members in San Diego, Puente
The ILWU women voted to call on
Guest speaker was Mr. Irving Jones,
and Fontana will continue to meet as
Vancouver, Washington, who recently, Senators and Congressmen to support
units because of the long distance to
LOS ANGELES — An all-day con- travel to a central meeting place.
attended the Washington, D. C. Confer- the Kefauver-Roosevelt Bill (HR 7848)
ence on Ovil Rights as a delegate from that would secure uniformity in old-age ference to work out plans for repeal
NOMINATIONS OPEN
his union, church and NAACP Chap- assistance; they backed Tore Rystad, of the Walter-McCarran Law and to
Members also approved the election
attended
by
victims
was
its
defend
wife
of
'EMU Local 19 member Gus
ter. Mr. Jones urged the auxiliaries to
of a full-time dispatcher for the Wilwrite senators and representatives call- Rystad, who is facing deportation, with 13 delegates from ILWU Local 26 last mington Hiring Hail.
week
end.
moral
and
financial
civil
for
rights
legislation
outlawsupport;
ing
donated
Nominations for dispatcher, to be
ing lynching, support of the Powell funds to support the work of Ernie
Delegates were John Lee, Joe NallAmendment, a Federal Commission on Raker, ILWU Legislative and Political waika, Mae O'Leary, Tom Chapman, elected by the vote of the entire memCivil Rights, elimination of all forms Action Representative in Oregon, and Art Dmytryk, Alfred Joseph, Jenaro bership, opened April 10 and will cite&
.of discrimination in interstate travel, sent $5 to members of IJE Local 1002 Jaramillo, Herman Press, Elijah Hor- at midnight, April 20. Nominations
establishment of majority rules in the (Seattle) *ha are having difficultives ace, Parker T. Blow, Pete Escobedo, must be made on regular nominating
'House and Senate and legislation to hi contract' negotiations.
'Kenneth McGatigh and Anthony L. blanks, which are available from any
shop steward.
protect Negro voting rights.
A dinner for ILWU Local 12 pension- Ayala.
Voting will take place Friday, May
Valerie Taylor, Federated President, ers is planned by the local and the
The conference was sponsored by the
11,
at the Union Hall in Los Angeles,
Auxiliary
1
at
the
Oregon
auxiliary,
with
the
represented
date set for April Los Angeles Committee for the ProMethodist Federation for Social Action 21, it was 'announced. Pensioners and tection of Foreign Born, which is pres- 5851 Avalon Boulevard, at the WilWorkshop, "Building for Peace," on their wiveh from this area, and also ently defending Local 26 member Jose mington Hiring Hall, 2271/2 Avalon
Boulevard, and at polling places to be
April 5 in Portland. Many ministers from Bandon and Newport locals are Noriega against deportation.
set up in San Diego, Fontana and
and other invited guests were present. being invited.
Puente.
Bay Area Pensioners
All members in good standing and
who have been in the union a year Cr
Set Dance for April 28
more are eligible to run. An election
SAN FRANCISCO — The annual
committee will be formed of one memILWU Bay Area Pensioners' Dance
ber from each division of the local, to
has been scheduled for April 28 at
be elected during the month. This comWASHINGTON, D.C.—Anthony So- from bad to worse. He produced figures
150 Golden Gate Avenue.
mittee will decide the hours of voting
kolich, secretary-treasurer of ILWU to show that earnings since 1953 bad
The dance will begin at 8:00 p.m.
on election day, count the ballots and
Local 33 and Jeff Kibre (a member of been steadily dropping and that at the
that Saturday evening, and there
report results to the local's secretarythe same local and Washington repre- same time fishing opportunity had
will be entertainment and refreshtreasurer.
sentative of the union) both testified also been curtailed as a result of heavy
ments,
at hearings held here from March 19 importation of tuna.
The Pensioners Recreation Comthrough March 25 before the Senate
In 1955 western Europe became the
SOKOLICH TESTIFIES
mittee, which is running the affair,
leading market for US exports, taking
Subcommittee on Merchant Marine &
Sokolich also highlighted the sharp
invites all ILWU members to attend.
30 per rent of the total volume.
Fisheries, Senator Warren G. Magnu- rise in spoilage of fish delivered by
son (D., Wash.), chairman.
vessels to canneries, which he said was,
Up for consideration before the sub- the direct result of the long delays
committee were three bills (S. 3275, from the time the boat brought its
3339 and 2379) which would lend gov- catch to port, before a canner would
ernment assistance to the U.S. fish- accept the fish.
eries industry by providing for a FishKibre testified to the fact that fisheries Commission, bring to fishermen ermen were asking no special favors
many of the government services and and also urged passage of the sugbenefits which have been received by gested legislation, in order to equalize
fanners, control the importation of the position of fishermen with other
cheap, foreign fish and set up a train- food producers.
ing program for workers in the inHe submitted figures demonstrating
dustry along the lines of the Extension that farmers were receiving five
which
has
made
possible the
Service,
times the amount of service that fishtraining of technicians in agriculture. ermen were getting while, at the same
INDUSTRY IN DANGER
time, the average fisherman produced
The hearings, Kibre said, produced the same amount of food as the farmer.
"wide agreement on the fact that the
SOLONS SUPPORT
Industry, on all coasts, is in bad shape
The 1LWU representative said Senaand in danger of disaster. There was
also general agreement on the part of tor Magnuson demonstrated throughout
all testifying that Congress must give the hearings that he was prepared to
attention to the problems of the in- fight for the proposed legislation and
had strong support from Senators
dustry and must act promptly."
There were over 40 witnesses, in- Thomas Kuchel (R., Calif.), Payne,
cluding Congressmen, heads of govern- Purtell and Kennedy, as well as from
ment agencies and representatives of several West Coast representatives.
fishery organizations from every secMain opposition to the legislation,
Home recuperating after major heart surgery Is Mary
tion of the country.
Kibre said, came from the U.S. SecAlvarado, wife of ILWU Local 26 member Phillip AlIn his testimony, Sokolich told the retaries of Commerce and Interior, who
Congressmen that ILWU fish locals en- argued that there was enough legisla- varado, who works at Henry Asphalt. Cost of two years pre-surgery treatment,
10 days in the hospital with 21
/
4 hours on the operating fable was paid for by the
dorsed all three bills and warned that tion on the books to take care of the
local's Health and Welfare Plan, which includes Kaiser Foundation Health Plan.
conditions in the industry were going problem.

Local 26 Acts
To Eliminate
Unit System

Local 26 Members
Attend Migrant Meet

EMU Spokesmen Ask Solons
To Aid the US Fish industry

Recuperating
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ILWU Asks
Bryson Case
Assistance

All brickwork is finished, all steel in place
quarters for ILWU Warehouse Local 26, at
week. shows carpenters working on the area which will be a
end left of them is the recreation room, kitchen and hallway
floor, and will have wide expanses of glass facing Figueroa
building in July.

Progress

SAN FRANCISCO—An appeal to 45
international unions, AFL-CIO and independent, asking them to consider
filing friend-of-the-court briefs in the
pending appeal of Hugh Bryson, former president of the defunct National
Union of Marine Cooks & Stewards,
was sent out by ILWU on March 30.
The appeal was in the form af a letter from ILWU Secretary-Treasurer
Louis Goldblatt.
Bryson was both acquitted and convicted last year on a Taft-Hartley,
charge of falsifying his "non-Communist" affidavit. The jury found him
not guilty of membership but guilty
of "affiliation."
In his covering letter, Goldblatt
wrote: "Union leaders, as you know
from your own experience, have all
kinds of 'associations' in the normal
and framing nearly completed on the new horne and head. course of their union duties and re57th and Figueroa, in Los Angeles. This picture, taken last sponsibilitles. The precedent in this
roof deck. Behind them and to the right is the auditorium, case, based as it is on the vague and
entrance for the auditorium. Offices will be on the ground undefined charge of 'affiliation,' is an
and to a patio. If is expected the local will move into the extremely dangerous one for all who
are active in the labor movement."

More on Hawaii Sugar Sefliemest
(Continued from Page I)
1 cent in 1958 and four cents In 1959.
This seven cents will be in addition to
the 6-cent increase to be made March
I next year.
Negotiations for the agreement went
on over a span of three and one-half
months with ILWU President Harry
Bridges and Secretary-Treasurer Louis
Goldblatt spending much of their time
with the negotiating committee and in
the negotiations. Jack W. Hall, mwu
regional director in Hawaii was chief
spokesman.
Yasuki Arakalid, chairman of the negotiating committee, said the breakthrough to an agreement was due to
"the solidarity and understanding of
our membership here and on the mainland."
Arakaki pointed out that since February 1, when the old contract expired
and employers ceased the checkoff, the
union has had no trouble in collecting
dues and said "our members refused to

be provoked into premature economic
action."
"The sugar workers are extremely
appreciative of the pledges of support
that were sent by the Pacific Coast
dock workers," he said.
He said that the refusal of the sugar
workers to be misled or intimidated by
an employer barrage of newspaper,
radio and television propaganda was an
indication of the maturity and unity
which has been achieved by the union's
16,000 members in the sugar industry.
"Employer threats that a strike
would last at least six months and that
the industry would never retreat from
its previous position rolled off our
backs," the committee chairman said,
and concluded:
"We determined to break through
and we did."
(Editor's Note: The Dispatcher has
been promised a complete roundup and
behind-the-negotiations story for its
next issue.)
-1.••••••••

Book Club List
ILWI) BOOK CLUB
150 Golden Gate Ave.,
San Francisco 2, Calif.
Please send me (postpaid) the
books I have checked off below. I enclose the correct sum in check or
money-order.
(Price includes California sales
tax.)

....(copies) The ILWU Story ® 50
cents (paper);
...(Copies) The Songs of Joe Hill,
edited by Barrie Stavis & Frank
Harmon ® 75 cents (paper);
...(Copies) 1956 Art Calendar,
® 75 cents (paper);
....(copies) Labor's Untold Story, by
Richard O. Boyer & Herbert M.
Morals, ® $1.50 (paper);
....(copies) Youngblood, by John 0.
Kittens, ® 50 cents (paper);
(Name)

....(copies) Shape-Up & Hiring Hall,
by Charles P. Larrowe, ® $3.00
(cloth);
....(copies) False Witness, by Harvey Matusow, ® 50 cents (paper);
....(copies) Out of Your Pocket, by
Darel McConkey,@50 cents
(paper);
....(copies) Killtown, by Bill Cahn,
® 25 cents (paper);
....(copies) Eye-Witness In ludoChina, by Joseph Starobin, ® 50
cents (autographed by the
author):
....(copies) FDR, by Stefan Lorant,
® 50 cents (paper);
....(copies) Labor Fact Book XI, by
Labor Research Assn., ® 50 cents
(cloth);
▪ •(copies) The American, by Howard Fast, g 35 cents (cloth);
• (copies) The Bending Cross, by
Ray Ginger, ® 75 cents (cloth);
(copies) The F. B. I., by Max
'•.
Lowenthat, @ $3.75 (cloth);
• ..(copies) Man's Worldly Goods, by
Led) Huberrnan, ® $1 (paper);
....(copies) John L. Lewis, by Saul
Minsky, ® $1.00 (cloth);
....(copies) We Can Be Friends, by
Carl Karma ® 25 cents (cloth);
....(copies) Jack London, American
Rebel, by Philip S. Foner, @$1
(cloth);
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By J. R. (Bob) Robertson
IN recent years there has been a growing tendency among our members to
rely on the regular negotiations conducted by the various locals, and by
the International union, to solve all
their problems.
There has been a tendency to burden the negotiating committee with
the responsibility of solving even those
problems which turn upon the job itself. This is wrong. It can't be done.
During several weeks in the Hawaiian Islands, where I was helping
with the mobilization of the workers
for a possible strike in Pine, I witnessed the fact that this Idea is prevalent even there.
Lots of emphasis was placed on
itraightening out beefs—but the workers expected them to be straightened
out by the negotiating committee when
it sat down with the employers at the
bargaining table.
Even business agents who should
know better have been using this gimmick as a way to avoid tackling beefs
that arise on the job itself.
Now,the rank and file of ILWU and
the
of the various units
that comprise our membership have
got to become aware of the absolute
necessity of improving their job conditions and their job security—on a dayto-day basis.
If they use such an approach as this
they will rapidly discover that a bad
contract can be made better long before
It comes up for renegotiation, and
even a good contract can be improved.
For, regardless of how clever the
spokesmen for the workers may be,
regardless of how astute they may be
and experienced in handling union
problems, it is a literal fact that they
have no more power—or authority—
than the rank and file, which is supposed to be behind them, provides for
them.
E have just sat through a longshore caucus and we saw evidence
of this same incorrect attitude among
the caucus delegates themselves, who
are chosen by the ranks to speak for
them and represent them.
Time after time at the caucus, major
contract demands were presented, discussed briefly and then "referred to
the negotiating committee," when they
should have been and should be resolved during the day-to-day application of the union program on the job.

W

For the day-to-day struggle at the
point of production is the key to our
success—or our weakness. And any
time we get the idea that all we need
is a smart negotiating committee, we
are likely to find ourselves in a terrific bind.
Don't forget for a minute that the
employers—in longshore, warehouse,
on the plantations and in the refineries—have their eye on us.
They are watching for areas of
strength—and areas of weakness. And
where we have no stewards on the job,
In the warehouses and on the docks
and in the plants and on the plantations, we should get them—but quick.
And where we have stewards on the
spot, we should re-examine their work
in the light of getting them to do a.
better job, no matter how good a job
they may be doing.
SINGLE example will demonstrate
what I mean. Local 6, our Bay
Area warehouse union, is going into negotiation soon with a demand for a
pension plan.
To obtain this pension plan means
that the rank and file—who want it—
cannot depend on their negotiating
committee alone. They must organize
themselves and their fellow workers,
so that they develop the strength and
the willingness to fight for it—if need
be.
For the strength of the rank and
file and its determination to get what
it wants directly affects the negotiators representing it, and arms them
with more power when they sit down
at the bargaining table with the boss.
There is no doubt—and it will bear
repeating—that so far as negotiators
are concerned, we have the best and
they know their job. Our history has
proved that fact.
But any results the negotators
achieve are ultimately determined by
the organized strength of the workers
and their willingness to mobilize to
fight.
So, I say again, let's get job stewards on the job in every phase of our
union's work, for there isn't a local in
the ILWU where the steward system
couldn't be improved; and any bad
situation that arises will reveal Immediately that the steward system has
broken down, just as any well functioning group, no matter how large or
how small, will demonstrate that the
steward system is functioning correctly..
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