C & H workers are set to
strike on April 5 unless a
better offer is made. See page 8 for Dispatcher photos.

Cameras at Crockett:
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NY Dockers Fight Union -Busters
ILA Men Caught
In 4-Way Fight
For a Contract

Murder, Incorporated, which plagued New York longshoremen for so long has been succeeded
by a new menace to the dockers' security and union aspirations. Governor Dewey of New
York, the AFL. Paul Hall, Dave Beck and Lundeberg, the NLRB and the shipowners have ganged up in one of the most evil unionbusting conspiracies in the history of American labor. Here are the mounted cops, out again against honest workingmen to break
their strike. The scene is at Pier 14, North River, in New York, as the AFL ran in scabs by truck. See other pictures on Page 4.

Union Busters Inc.

Big Galas Avert Hawaii Sugar Strike;
C ndU Workers Zit Bricks April 5
HONOLULU,T. H.—A territory-wide sugar strike involving 17,500 ILWU members on 26 plantations and
scheduled to begin March 21
was averted when ILWU
emerged with victorious gains
In an agreement to run to
January 31, 1956.
Included in the settlement was
a 5-year agreement on pensions

Assisting Local 142 negotiators
were President Harry Bridges,
Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt and Regional Director Jack
W. Hall of the International
Union.
GAINS SPELLED OUT
In addition to winning pensions of $2 a month for each year
of service (with a top of $75, plus
social security), the gains made
in the new agreement include:
• A 4-cent hourly increase for
with a unique featur4 extending employes of 22 plantations; a 3free medical care for life to the cent raise for workers on 4 'dispensioner and spouse.
tressed' plantations, with another
[While settlement was being cent to come when the price of
reached in Hawaii, negotiations sugar exceeds $126 a ton;
ia Crockett between ILWU Local
•Twelve of the 26 plantations,
and the California & Hawaii on January 1, 1955, will go on
Sugar Company reached a break- a 5-day, 40-hour week; this is
ing point in the face of adamant unique in the agricultural incompany officials. The C & H dustry;
ens plo yes voted unanimously
• Premiums of 5 cents an hour
March 30 to strike the big refin- for the second shift and 10 cents
ery in Crockett at 8 a.m., Mon- for the third are provided (preday, April 5. For more details see viously the night-shift premiums
pictures and caption on page 8.1 were 3 cents for the second and
The Hawaiian sugar settlement 5 tents for the third);
was reached after a strike call
* Three new paid holidays,
which followed many previous Good Friday, July 4 and Thankstosinths of futile negotiations. giving) were added to the three

already enjoyed by ILWU
workers;
• An industry-w I d e medical
plan that can be compared to the
best in the country was spelled
out; the former plans varied
from plantation to plantation;
•An expiration date for the
industry that comes at the beginning of the sugar season instead of at the end; this is an
important step forward.
MEDICAL CARE
As in the past, workers will
contribute to the medical plan,
but the coverage will now be uniform and will establish specialist
services and medical committees on each plantation to settle
grievances about care.
One of the sugar agencies had
no medical plan at all, and the
achievement of one there constituted a double gain for the

workers. Others had plans that
did not provide medical care for
life.
An important gain for Filipino
or Japanese workers under the
new pension agreement provides
that instead of waiting until age
65, if they desire to return to the
Philippine Islands or Japan, they
may pick up their pension in a
lump sum.
Many workers came to Hawaii
at 20, for example, and have
worked for 30 years. They would
like to retire, take their savings
and buy a small farm in their
homeland. Under the new provision, this becomes possible
without waiting until they are 65.
In a comment on the historymaking agreement, Jack W. Hall,
ILWU Regional Director in
Hawaii, said: "No group of work(Continued on back page)

Who Said It?
"You may bring flowers to nay door when she hut
witch-hunter is silenced, but not before."

(Turn to Lait Page for Name of Author)

NEW YORK— The Interne ti one 1 Longshoremen's Association strike, which closed
down the Port of New York on
March 5, this week found the
dockers fighting a four-way battle to guarantee the survival of
their union.
Picketing longshoremen are
being regularly beaten up by NY
city cops and pickets are being
de-registered for the "crime" of
picketing. Scabs are being herded
by AFL teamster and sailors
"unions" and driven to work in
plywood-covered trucks under police "protection."
On March 29 the ILA went on
trial here for "contempt" of a
Federal no-strike injunction obtained by the Taft-Hartleyized
National Labor Relations Board
in a vain effort to break their
strike.
The "contempt" trial is the latest in a series of maneuvers
worked out by the unholy alliance of NLRB-shipowners-Nra
Governor Tom Dewey and the
American Federation of Labor in
an effort to smash the docker's
union which was expelled by the
AFL last year.
STRIKE. GOES ON
The strike, however, continues.
On March 15 a 70-man rank and
file co m mi t t ee took over the
conduct of the struggle. It did
not reveal the names of its members for fear of reprisal from the
government.
On March 24 the NY district
council of ILA, headed by ILA
President William Bradley, officially endorsed the strike which
has involved 24,000 dockers who
have been working without a
contract since last September.
On March 29 more than 1,000
ILA men turned up in Washington, D. C., to picket the White
House and the NLRB itself, in an
orderly and impressive demonstration that they are serious
about their demands for a contract.
NLRB FINAGLING
Last December the ILA won
an NLRB-conducted representation election against the newly.
chartered AFL longshore union
set up by AFL President George
Meany with the co-operation a
Paul Hall and Harry Lundeberg
of the S a ii or s International
Union, and Dave Beck of the
Teamsters.
Some 4,000 votes were challenged by the AFL and the
NLRB sat on the ballot boxes
until recently, when the NY examiner recommended that the
election be thrown out and a new
one ordered.
With the backing of Secretary
of Labor James P. Mitchell, the
NLRB also:
• Is preparing to seek an injunction directing ILA Local 333
(tughoatmen) to smash its shoreside brothers' picket-lines;
•Obtained a T-K injunction in
Baltimore forbidding some 4,504
ILA dockers there from picketing the piers or refusing to
handle cargo diverted from New
York;
'CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY'
NY's Republican Governor
Dewey, who has been working
(Continued on Page 4)
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Political Dea'ism vs. Unionism

By Harry Bridges
SINCE 1934 has there been such a vicious and violent attempt
N OT
to smash a maritime strike as is now going on in the port of New
York. The longshoremen have had the port shut down for three
weeks in the face of the united opposition of Republican Governor
Dewey, Democratic Mayor Wagner, the police, the NLRB, the Armed
Services and the fink-hall Waterfront Commission.
The Secretary of Labor and Governor Dewey have blasted the
strike as a "criminal conspiracy" and as a "gangster operation." Court
action on fines running in the hundreds of thousands of dollars,
criminal indictments against union leaders and deregistration of hundreds of picketing rank and file longshoremen have already been
announced.
Protected by police clubs, a few scabs and finks rounded up by
the AFL leadership—especially Paul Hall and Lundeberg of the MU
and SUP, and Dave Beck of the Teamsters—have tried to work.
The longshoremen, who won the election last December hands
down, are on the bricks to force the NLRB to certify their victory.
They want a contract and wage increases and contract improvements.
They've been working without a contract since last October 1. They
also want an end to the screening program and the finky Waterfront
Commission which has cleared and dispatched every fink available
since the strike broke out.

THE TRAGEDY of it is that the labor
fakers who set out only to hang a few
"Reds" and trouble-makers have helped put
the entire labor movement on the end of a

aey against the longshoremen. The NLRB
set aside a collective bargaining election in

rope. That the fakers are now ending up on
the same rope themselves is not much satisfaction to anyone.
It was the desertion of militant trade
union principles in favor of political dealism
by the Greens, the Murrays, the Reuthers,
the Meanys, et al., that set the stage for the
action taken last week by the House Labor
Committee. That committee voted 16 to 9 to
rob labor of a key strength, namely, the
right to strike for recognition as bargaining
agent.
And with a McCarthy-scared congress,
the measure may well sail through, even
though it goes far beyond anything even
that President Eisenhower proposed as
amendments to the slave law, Taft-Hartley.
There were some people way back in
1935 who were dubious about the benefits
to be gained by the Wagner Act, which was
hailed as Labor's Magna Carta.
There is no question but that labor made
great strides during the ten years of the
Wagner Act, but the enemies of labor used
it as the taking off point to reverse the picture. That reversal came in the form of the
Taft-Hartley Act.
And now Taft-Hartley is being amended,
not in the direction of freeing labor from its
onerous provisions, but in the direction of
creating a labor front, that is, complete government control of all unions; with government agencies saying what actions unions
shall or shall not take, dictating who shall be
elected to union office and prescribing what
collective bargaining demands, if any, shall
be made.

Witness the conspiracy of the NLRB to
hand the West Coast stewards' department
over to Lundeberg, even though Lundeberg
smells to high heaven to the workers who
want none of him. In the steainschooner
election Lundeberg was not only beaten, but
repudiated by the size of the vote against
him. But the NLRB, his co-conspirator
against the workers, has shamelessly set that
election aside.

HAIRMAN McCONNEL (R., Pa.) proC
vided the tipoff on the motive for the
Labor Committee action when he told the
Wall Street Journal that the reasoning behind the vote was that peaceful procedures
are now available to make employers recognize and bargain with unions. So, he said,
there is no need for pressure devices like
strikes and boycotts for union recognition.
What he means is that with government
control the "right" union can be picked to
represent workers even though the workers
want none of it. Imagine what the Taft,
Hartleyized NLRB would de with that law.
look what it is already doing without
Indeed'
such a tooth.
Witness the Port of New York conspiP.

which the ILA won hands down because it
didn't like the way the vote went.

THE NLRB, instead of certifying the victorious ILA, has thrown out
the election. The Board thus hopes to prolong the no-contract situation and thereby create a situation in which the AFL could win
exactly as they tried to do to the MCS-Ind. on the West Coast.
What's important about the fight In New York is that those ILA
longshoremen, simply because they're insisting upon having their
own union and running their own affairs, and because they're trying
to live and work under some decent conditions are really getting the
treatment.
And the attempt by the politicians and the shipowners to smash
the longshore union is being aided and abetted by the AFL leaders,
especially the AFL maritime and teamster leaders.
it is not something new to see sailors, in times of slow shipping
and unemployment, being urged or forced into turning on the longshoremen. No matter how they cut it, the unemployed sailors from
the SlU and SUP halls who are now doing longshore work in New
York are scabbing. And if they succeed in helping to smash the longshore strike they can begin to count the days before they, their own
union and their own conditions will be destroyed as well. Such ham
been maritime labor history time after time in years gone by.

been able to

HE FACT is that whatever labor has
achieved in the past was won, fundamentally, by the strength of the rank and file.
Such legislation as the Wagner Act helped
along, but there never would have even been
a Wagner Act had there not been a militant
trade union movement able to win and hold
what the law wrote into the books. The
Wagner Act simply recognized what was a
fact of life about the trade union movement.
Today the balance has shifted. Labor is
disunited and misled. And the laws on the
books, specifically Taft-Hartley, are there because the politicians and the employers have
so far been able to get away with them.
Labor will get from the politicians exactly
that much recognition and that much legislation in its behalf as the strength of the
labor movement can force out. And not a bit
more. Anyone who still dreams of deals and
pay-offs for labor in these days is in for a
sharp awakening.
Labor has never gotten a bit more than it
was strong enough to take, and it has never
held anything "won" through political deals.

T
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a. a. ROBERTSON,

survive
sailors' unions have never
HISTORICALLY,
without the help of the longshoremen. Every time they have
turned against the longshoremen they eventually ended up cutting
their own throats.
Out here on the West Coast the first agreement Andy Furuseth
signed with the employers on behalf of the SUP in 1902, provided
that the sailors would work with any and all scab longshoremen.
And he stuck to this program of separating the sailors and the longshoremen right up to 1934. His successor, Harry Lundeberg, has continued the program.
When the longshoremen struck in 1919, the sailors—rich with
wartime earnings—scabbed and helped smash the strike. As a result,
when the sailors were forced to strike to save their own union In
1921, without the help of the longshoremen, they went under too.
From 1919 to 1934 there was no independent, militant longshore
union, or seamen's unions either. Sailors wages and conditions do.
generated to the worst in history. After the longshoremen had fought
to rebuild their own union in 1932-1934, they also rebuilt the sailors'
unions which were able once more to improve the conditions of the
men on the ships.
Everyone knows that the period of greatest advances for seamen
came in the days of the Maritime Federation of the Pacific in
1936 and the Committee for Maritime Unity in 1946. Those were the
times of the closest working unity between longshoremen and seamen. In both instances unity was smashed by the seamen taking 8
powder. Lundeberg destroyed the MIT and Joe Curran did the same
kind of a job on the CMU.
We should never forget these facts.
When Curran and Lundeberg announce that the seamens' union*
are meeting jointly with the employers to work out a joint program
for the maritime industry—and they pointedly declare that the ion,
shorernen have been excluded—you can be sure that no program In
behalf of the rank and file of the maritime industry can come from
such a phony approach.
We would be remiss If we weren't suspicious that the whole deal
might be turned into a wrecking and raiding operation against the
longshoremen. Remember that Lundeberg has publicly stated that he
can provide sailors who will work more cargo with less men, and work
it more cheaply than any longshore gang.
The scabbing in New York is part and parcel of this same kind of
phony labor leadership which, if successful, can only end op by mab.
lug company unions of all the maritime unions.
The West Coast longshoremen know and understand all of Mt&
And this is another reason why, apart from our trade union solidarity
with the striking East Coast longshoremen, we are behind them in
this strike for a contract and for the union they voted fos.
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North SE South ILWU Councils
Ask right for People's Program

S

FRESNO — The second joint
meeting of the Northern and
Southern California District Councils of ILWU (representing 37,000
members of the union) met here
on March 20 and unanimously
adopted a policy statement on the
1954 elections, calling upon all
organized workers and other citilens to work for a common program that will meet the needs of
the people.
"The state of California and
Use entire United States," said
the statement, "are moving into
the worst depression we have had
since the thirties.
"Unemployment is growing
steadily. More and more small
farmers and small businessmen
are going under every day. In
every part of the country working men and women are finding
k harder to make ends meet."
SLANDER AND DECEIT
Every candidate who expects
to get the vote of the working
people, the 55 delegates stated,
must "recognize what is taking
place and come out four-square
on a program to help meet the
needs of the common people."
Recalling that such a program
existed during the first two administrations of Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the delegates stated
that we were not getting such a
program these days, but instead
are being offered the proposition
that "what is good for business
Is good for the people."
We are also getting "a flood
of slander, defamation and deceit.
Under the leadership a McCarthy, Velde and Jenner — and
with no outright repudiation of
them by their party or their party
leaders—the smokescreen of
fighting communism is being used
to divert attention from the real
problems facing the people and
to try to destroy any individual
or organization who dares to
speak out . ."
LAID ON THE LINE
The statement adopted by the
delegates representing 13 1LWU
locals in the state pointed out
that we are getting:
•Isolation from other nations
Instead of friendship and mutual
trade that would benefit all countries;
•Tax benefits for coupon clippers instead of for wage earners
and others who need reduced
taxes;
•Doubletalk about the developing depression, instead of
higher minimum wages, shorter
work week and more unemployment compensation;
• More restrictions on unions,
both in existence and planned,
Instead of greater union security;
•More sell-outs instead of less
discrimination against Negro
Americans and other minority
groups.
DO SOMETHING NOW!
"We call upon the rank and file
and the leadership of all organ-

ized labor in California . . . to
join with us in pinning down each
and every office seeker to a stand
on a program for the common
people," the policy statement declared.
". . We must test all candidates by their stand on the following issues:
•The Good Neighbor Policy;
trade with all nations;
•An FEPC with teeth in it;
•Complete repudiation of McCarthyism;
•Higher minimum wages, a
shorter work week;
•A federal program for increased unemployment benefits;
a public works program of roads,
schools, bridges and hospitals;
•An end to all anti-labor legislation; abolition of the NLRB as
presently constituted;
•Substantial reduction of the
tax-burden on wage earners and
lower income groups.
OTHER ACTIONS
To implement its policy statement the NC and SCDCs voted
to establish candidates' committees to interview office - seekers
and evaluate them on the basis
of the standards the conference

adopted, and called on each
ILWU local to raise funds specifically for legislative and political action.
The delegates called for support of the George Bill, that
would raise income tax exemptions to $800 and $1,000 (by
1355), and a tax exemption for
expenditures on child - care for
working mothers.
Clemency for Wesley Robert
Wells, previously asked by the
councils, was raised again as a
demand with a call upon Governor Goodwin Knight for immediate action. (The governor has
since recommended commutation
of Wells' sentence.)
Protest VMS made against the
eviction of Negro tenants from
Hunters Point housing project
and the closing of Codornices Village, and the Senate Labor Committee was commended for its
endorsement of an FEPC law.
The International was called
upon by the delegates to send a
lobbying group to Washington,
composed of local representatives,
to work against the Butler Bill,
the screening program and all
pending anti-labor legislation.

Washington Labor Group
Hits at Un-Americans

Dr. Kentaro Shimizu of Tokyo
University examines an unidentified Japanese crewman of the fishing vessel which wandered into the Bikini atomic test area on March 1st and was
SEATTLE — The Washington must be thrown up in order to showered with radioactive ash. Ten
of the 23 aboard were hosdivert
attention from the com- pitalized when the vessel
State Labor Defense Committee,
returned
to Japan as soon as those
newly formed organization set up plete and abject failure of the
to combat anti-labor legislation, present Administration to come aboard became aware of the radiation effects.

lashed out last month at the
projected Un-American Activities
Committee hearings scheduled to
be held in this city in the near
future.
In a bulletin signed by its chairman, Bill Gettings (who is also
ILWU International represents.
tive in the area), the committee
pointed out that "The states of
Oregon, Washington and Idaho,
in the order named, have the
highest percentage of unemployment in the nation.... Does the
committee desire to divert attention from the present Administration's scuttling of the badly
needed Federal Housing Program
along with their failure to support the American Merchant
Marine?"
DIVERT ATTENTION
The bulletin documents other
facts about the Northwest, such
as the surplus wheat, butter and
dairy products which people cannot afford to buy, and asks: "Is
the Committee anxious that this
be soft-peddled and covered up
by a smokescreen of an investigation of 'subversives' in unions?"
The Committee is not really
Interested in Communists, the
defense bulletin declares, but
"economic conditions in the
Northwest are such in this vital
election year that a smokescreen

up with a foreign and domestic
program to adequately safeguard
and advance the interests of the
bulk of the American people."
SMEAR AND FEAR
The Northwest is a key political area, declares the Defense
Committee, The majority of Congressmen are Republicans. "Leaders of organized labor, progressive
organizations and the Democratic
party must be smeared. Leaders
of any organization who are able,
ready and willing to speak out ...
must be coerced or intimidated
into silence or must be discredited by whatever means necessary.
"This is really why the Velde
committee will hold hearings in

Seattle."

Hydrogen Horror

Hawaii Locals to Start Libraries
SAN FRANCISCO—The ILWU
Book Club was informed last
week that by action of the ILWU
Local 142 (Hawaii) convention,
It was recommended that each
unit of the big Territorial local
set up a library for its membership.
Twenty Book Club books were
recommended to start each unit
library, that will cost $24.10, or
a total of $335. Members of the
union will be able to borrow
them from their unit libraries,

and as new books are added they
will be purchased by each unit.
ILWU Local 21 (Longview.
Wash.) has just purchased one
copy of each of the Book Club
books ($19,15) and will set up a
lending library for use of the
members who are hospitalized.
Readers should note that Carl
Marzani's book, "We Can Be
Friends," may now be obtained
in hard covers for the same price
as the former paper covered edition-75 cents.

Wilmington Pensioners Hold First Annual Dance
WILMINGTON — The first
ILWU pensioners' dance here was
held March 17 at the Longshoremen's Memorial Association Auditorium.
Two hundred pensioners and
their families and guests attended.
Rrefreshmentt were served by the
ILWU Federated Women's Auxiliary, who were hostesses. They
also provided dance prizes that
were donated by a local merchant.
Eight members of ILWU Local
13 acted as sergeants - at - arms;

they were George Kuvakas, Nick dent and secretary- treasurer of
Glusac, Jim Conway, Frank Con- Marine Clerks-ILWU Local 63,
way, Les Craig, James Kempson,
Bill Starr and Dick Rowin.
The guests who attended included Bill Lawrence, newly
elected president of ILWU Local
13, and Mrs. Lawrence; Richard
Willets of Pacific Maritime Association, and Mrs. Willets; Herb
DeMott and Vance Harold, president and secretary- treasurer of
the AFL Butchers' Union; John
Fiesel and Pete Donhatn, presi-

and their wives; James Luten,
Larry Young and Sid Lanier, past
president, secretary and new president (respectively) of ILWU
Local 94, Foremen's Union; Vie
Colberry, Charlie Martinez, business agent and secretary of Local 9, Shipyard Workers Union
(CIO).
The band was directed by Mrs.
Roscoe Lester, a marine clerk's
wife. Their average age was 50.

The President Cleveland Votes!MU 128 to 52

The President Cleveland was the next to the last
big passenger liner to cast ballots in the current
representation election for cooks and stewards.
,(Only the President Monroe remains to vote).

Aboard the big ship on March 18, the unofficial
vote was 128 for ILWU ('Neither") and 62 for
Lundeberg's MCS-AFL. The unofficial tally is based
upon the number signing a petition for ILWU bar-

gaining and saying they voted "neither." Ilse
all tally continues to run better than two to one for
the middle box ('Neither') on the NLRB ballot. Vol.'
ing will end May 10; ballots will be counted May IL
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East Coast Dock Ranks Are on the Maitch

..—Wide World photos, special effects added.

Some of the 43 longshoremen from Brooklyn scab Local 856 of the AFL-ILA ride in specially protected trucks, escorted by motorcycle police, as they leave Pier 14, Hudson River, New York,
March 23, where they worked the Belgian vessel Lindi. The trucks were rigged with wooden
walls and roofs to protect the scabs from injury by possible flying missiles.

An ILA rank and file member is handed a subpoena (March 15)
served him at Pier 3, N. Y., where he was picketing. Members of
the boss-controlled "Waterfront Commission" flank the picket.
Thirty ILA men were served with the subpoenas for appearance
before a grand jury—one of the devices being used to break
the strike. The placard says: "No contract—no work!"

Dockers right UnionBusters; Ask Contract

On March I I members of the ILA staged a demonstration outside the Federal Courthouse in
Foley Square (Manhattan), protesting the federal court injunction which had been sworn out
against them and forbade the union to picket piers or interfere in any way with waterfront operations which scab AFL dockers were trying to perform. The port is still largely shut down.

ILA pickets also turned up on March I 8 in front of the N. V. Daily Mirror, Hearst sheet, to protest its news-coverage of the strike, which began on March 5. The Hearst paper has supported
the combined attempt of N. Y.'s Governor Dewey, the NLRB, N. Y. police and employers to nullify the representation election won by ILA last year. The ILA men want a contract--now.

(Continued from page I)
hand-in-glove with Meany of the
AFL and the Teamster leadership to smash the ILA, together
with Secretary Mitchell, denounced the ILA strike for a
contract as a "criminal conspiracy."
The White House picket line
carried placards reading: "Give
Us What We Won Honestly";
"No Contract, No Work," and
"The NLRB Is Loaded."
Meantime, the AFL, through,
its Teamster and sailors' affiliates, has been recruiting scabs to
work the ships the ILA men have
refused to handle.
It was said that more than
3,000 were at work OD March 24
under police "protection." They
are run into the piers in covered
trucks, but the port of New York
is still largely at a standstill.
About 20,000 longshoremen are
normally at work on the NY
waterfront.
MAYOR HOLLERS COP
Mayor Robert Wagner of NY,
under pressure from Dewey and
the AFL, called on President
Eisenhower to intervene in the
strike, which was estimated to
have cost the shipowners and
other businessmen over $275 million since it started.
Eisenhower's administration, of
course, has been hip-deep in the
struggle since it started. In fact
it was Eisenhower who stepped
into it last fall when he obtained
the first TH injunction which
ended a coastwise ILA strike for
a new contract.
That injunction expired on
Christmas Eve, 1953, and the
NLRB election, which ended two
days before Christmas and resulted in an ILA victory, was the
spark which ignited the subsequent fireworks.
ILA RANKS SOLID
For, angered by the refusal of
NLRB to certify their union, and
by the four-way pressure from
AFL, NLRB, Dewey and the employers, the ILA ranks decided
to fight for representation and a
decent contract.
On March 24, ILWU's Coast
Labor Relations Committee sent
to all longshore, clerks and
bosses' locals a special bulletin
giving them a run-down of the
East Coast longshore strike, its
background and perspectives.
"The ILWU is on record," said
the bulletin, "to support the
East Coast longshoremen in their
demand for a contract and conditions similar to the West Coast,

and in their drive to clean up
their own union.
AIMED AT US
"The Lundberg-Beek-Hall tieup
with the politicians, the Army
and the Coast Guard is now
being poured on the East Coast
longshoremen. It's a prelude to
what we can expect on the West
Coast, because this same unholy
combine plans a similar move
against us.
"Right now the rank and file
on the bricks in New York need
to know that we back them up
in their fight. They are fighting
the fink hall and the screening
program. They are fighting the
NLRB, the politicians, the labor
fakers and the shipowners."

Local 6 in
Testimony on
Jobless Pay
SACRAMENTO—The newly
elected legislative committee
chosen by ILWU Local 6 at its
March 6 convention appeared
here on March 10 to voice its
support of the Fleury Bill(AB-1),
that would increase unemployment compensation to California
workers.
The Local 6 members who testified before the Assembly Committee on Finance & Insurance
were: Kenneth Proctor and Harry
Diaz (Stockton), Leo Kanowits
(Oakland), Roland Corley (Redwood City), and Ken Hansen
(SF); also Phil Eden of the International staff.
Employer spokesmen tried consistently to sabotage the Fleury
Bill by proposing amendments
that would actually have taken
141,000 workers off the rolls immediately and ultimately increase
ineligibility to 98 per cent.
But the committee, while prtiotically admitting that 50 per cent
of present wage would be a
proper unemployment Insurance
figure, said that the Fund could
not afford more than the $5 lacrease it was recommending now.
The Fleury Bill went to the
Assembly with a "do-pass" recommendation, and passed by a vote
of 67 to 10. However, employer
Interests in Senate committee
tacked on amendments that would
cripple the measure, by preventing any increase in employer
contributions to the Fund.
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Shoreside

Members OK
Warehouse
Pay Demand

PMA Pay Was
$83,000,000
SAN FRANCISCO— The 1953
annual report of the Pacific Maritime Association, collective bargaining representative of ILWU's
waterfront employers, r eves la
that the organization paid out
during the year almost $83 million dollars in gross wages to
ILWU dock workers, of which
$32 million went to the San Francisco Bay Area.
Another $4.3 million was paid
by PMA into the ILWU-PMA
Pension Plan (of which $1.7 million were paid out in pensions
to 1,591 retired dockers during
the year).
BIG WELFARE PAY
Contributions to the ILWUPMA Welfare Plan accounted for
another $2,183,716 in 1953, the
report states.
Accounting 1953 a year during
which "Shoreside labor relations
have been steadily improving,"
the employers' organization looks
forward to 1954 for continuation
of labor peace on the Coast.
The PMA report covers its offshore and shoreside operations,
Including negotiations, current
contracts, administration of these
contracts, research and analysis,
welfare, pension and unemployment compensation plans and accident prevention bureau.
INJURIES DOWN
Under this last the report reveals that the compensable injury
frequency rate for longshoremen
has decreased enormously since
1935. In 1935, for example, 103.3
dockers (per 1,000,000 manhours
worked) were injured severely
enough to draw compensation.
In 1952 the rate had fallen to
44.3 (per 1,000,000 manhours)
and for the first 9 months of 1953
K had dropped to 43.3.
ILWU contracts, pension and
welfare plans apparently account
for the bulk of money paid out
by PMA members, for the total
paid in wages, welfare and pension contributions during 1953
was almost $92 million, of which
$82,946,000 went to "shoreside
employees" in gross wages alone.

Senate Body
To Probe the
Shibley Case

This is a scenefrom"Salt
.
of the Earth," first full-length unionUnion Film Opens sponsored
feature film in American motion picture history. The
film opened in New York March 14 and will soon be showing all over the country. It relates the
story of the Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers 15-month strike against Empire Zinc company, in Bayard, N. M., in 1952-53. Playing prominent roles in the story are Clint Jencks, Mine-Mill official
recently convicted for alleged violation of his Taft-Hartley "non-communist" affidavit, (blond
man without hat) and Juan Chacon, president of Mine-Mill Local 890 (with straw hat). Vigilantes tried vainly to prevent the shooting of the film and the Congressional UnAmericans attacked it for its honest portrayal of the lives and aspirations of workers. Watch for this one.

1

A Hearst Paper Eats
Its Reporter's Words

ILWU in Hawaii Offers
Journalist Scholarship

SAN FRANCISCO—On March
31 Hearst's San Francisco Examiner publicly ate the words it had
HONOLUL U, T. H.
The
printed on March 3 about ILWU ,ILWU Memorial Association is
Local 10 member Albert James. offering a scholarship in journalOn that date, reporting a Local ism that will pay $2,000 and send
10 meeting, the Examiner quoted its winner to school for four years.
James as condoning the shooting
The scholarship is offered in
of 5 congressmen by Puerto memory of W. K. Bassett, late
Rican terrorists and as saying: administrative assistant to the
"There will be more shooting un- Mayor of Honolulu and a longless they straighten out back time friend of ILWU in the Isthere."
lands. Mr. Bassett was killed by
James immediately demanded a car on January 17 of this year.
a retraction through Attorney
Applicants must be June, 1954
Allan Brotsky, and the retraction graduates of a Territorial high
was printed on March 31. It read school; he or she must have a
in part:
scholastic standing in the upper
"The meeting was not open to tenth of his class, and must come
the press and the information from a family whose annual
obtained by this paper concern- income does not exceed $6,000.
ing what occurred at it was supApplicants will submit an esplied us by persons other than say to the trustees of the scholreporters on this paper. ... On arship plan by May 15, 1954 on
Investigation The Examiner has one of the three following sublearned that Mr. James did not jects:
make the statement attributed to
•"The Daily Newspapers' Rehim ... nor any other statement sponsibility to the Community;
whatsoever condoning the shoot•"What Freedom of the
ing of the five congressmen.
Press Means to me";
"We are pleased to make this
•"Why I Want to Make
correction."

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The
Senate Judiciary Committee,
headed by Senator William D.
Langer (R., N. Dak.), will investigate the Marine Corps' persecution of ILWU Local 13 Attorney
George Shibley, it was announced
last week..
Senator Langer appointed Senator Estes Kefauver (D., Tenn.)
Register to Vote!
to head a subcommittee to inCalifornia citizens who are
vestigate the Shibley affair, after
not registered to vote by April
attorneys from Long Beach pre15, the deadline, will not be
sented evidence to the Senate
able to vote in the California
committee relating to the Marine
primary election, which takes
Corps' harassment of the fighting
place on June 6.
lawyer.
Shibley defended an ILWU
Local 13 member of the Marine
Corps in a court-martial proceeding. From that time on, he has
been in trouble with the Marine
Corps and the courts.
He was kidnaped from his ofSAN FRANCISCO — The
fice by MP's belonging to the
Corps and carried to the Marine Supreme Court of the State of
Corps base. In January of this California on March 30 acted on
year Shibley was convicted of
'stealing government documents" Governor Goodwin Knight's recommendation of clemency for
(a transcript of the court-martial Wesley
Robert Wells and saved
proceedings), as well as "contempt" of court for his "conduct" him from execution on April 9
for the "crime" of' throwing a
during the trial.
Shibley is currently on bail, cuspidor at a prison guard.
The California governor, who
facing a 3-year prison term for
the alleged "theft" and 30 days had been overwhelmed with defor "contempt." His fight for vin- mands that he save Wells' life,
dication has been vigorously sup- recommended clemency On
ported by ILWU Local 13 and the March 26 and..passed the case on
10th Biennial Convention of the to the Supreme Court, which he
was required to do under the
International, held last year.
law. He also recommended that
Wells never be paroled.
Betty Levy Is President
'WE MADE IT'
Of ILWU Auxiliary 16
The famous Negro prisoner,
SAN FRANCISCO — Elections whose fight against Jim Crow
in ILWU Auxiliary 16 (SF ware- discrimination within the walls of
house) have returned Betty Levy California's pr isons has been
to the presidency, Bernice Mur- the occasion for a "bad prison
phy to the vice-presidency, with record" was quoted as saying,
Evelyn Hansen elected secretary "Well, we made it."
and Mollie Berry organizer.
Wells also said he would con-

Newsvi riling My Career."
The trustees (who include
Local 142 President Antonio
Rania and Robert MeElrath, publicity director) will interview the
10 best essayists and select five
to work with a local newspaper.

SUP Goons
Beat Up
WWI/Cook

OAKLAND— Arnold Hudgins,
an SUP sailor.aboard the PFE
Free State Mariner on March 31
was found guilty of assault and
battery, fined $100 and placed on
3 months probationlor attacking
Nathan Edwards, chief steward
of the ship and an ILWU
Stewards Department Organizing
Committee member.
Hudgins was also sentenced to
60 days in the county jail, with
the sentence suspended for three
months.
Puget Sound Council
Two other SUP men, whom
Backs George Bill
Edwards charged attacked him,
SEATTLE
The ILWU Puget were found not
guilty of flashSound Council is supporting the ing knives. And
Edwards himself,
George Bill to raise tax exemp- the victim of the
assault, was
tions. ILWU Local 9 is asking its held on the
same charge as Hudsenators to support the Ives Bill, gins and demanded a jury trial,
that seeks passage of a federal which will be held April
7.
Fair Employment Practices Act.
The incident took place aboard
the PFE vessel on March 28 as
she was preparing to sail out of
the El Dorado Oil Company pier
in Oakland. Police came aboard
and arrested all four men.
Angered by the nabbing of his
tinue the fight for unconditional three brave sailors, SUP-head
freedom and expressed the belief Harry Lundeberg tied the ship
that the many thousands of up. It was still tied up at The
people who had fought for his Dispatcher's press time.
The SUP goon (Hudgins) paid
freedom would assikt him.
the $100 fine rather than go to
EXAMINE THE LAW
jail, if he violates his probation
Governor Knight also stated any time during the 3 month
that he would ask the legislature period set by the judge of Oakto "re-examine" the law under land's Municipal Court, he will
which Wells was sentenced to have to do the time.
death. "Life-term" prisoners may
On March 31 all three SUP
be executed under this law if sailors went back aboard the ship
they assault a guard.
and 1LWU's Coast Labor RelaThe guard, who had provoked tions Committee demanded that
Wells into throwing the cuspidor the convicted man be removed
back in 1947, was not seriously before the ship sailed. The
injured and Wells was not a company agreed but Lundeberg
"life-term" prisoner. The Adult refused to remove Hudgins.
Authority had refused to fix his
sentence, apparently in the hope
BULLETIN!
that he would commit an assault.
On April 1 Hudgins asked to
ILWU, both by action of its have his complaint against EdInternational convention in 1953, wards dismissed. Judge James A.
and the independent action of Murphy granted the request,
many of its locals, had been in therefore Edwards presumably
the forefront of the fight to save will not be tried for assaulting
Wells' life.
the man who beat him up.

Wesley Wells Will Not
Die; Wins Clemency

SAN FRANCISCO — The Bay
Area membership of ILWU's big
Warehouse Local 6 has voted to
accept the contract demands rec.
ommended by the annual warehouse convention held here on
March 6.
The San Francisco membership
voted agreement on March 19. the
Oakland membership on March
11, and the El Cerrito members
on March 27.
In the wage-reopening with the
Distributors Association of Northern California, the warehouse
workers will ask for a 10-cent
across-the-board raise for men;
15 cents for women. These raises
would bring the base rates to
$L90 an hour for male workers,
$1.77% for women.
OTHER DEMANDS
Other demands endorsed by the
Bay Area membership Would increase the vacation period to 4
weeks for employees who have
worked 20 years in one plant, 3
weeks for 5 years and provide
prorated vacations for hiring hall
men and women.
Night shift workers would also
win an increase under the new
demands, a 10-cent raise being
asked for swing workers and a
15-cent hike for graveyard.
COMMITTEE SET
The San Francisco membership
has already elected its negotiating
committee. It consists of: Betty
de Losada (Hiram Walker), Le.
Roy King (Sharon Converting),
Anabel Barahal (California
Wine), Hazel Watson (Independent Paper), Curtis McClain
(Schmidt Lithograph), Al Hasa
man (Rosenberg Rice). Keith
Eickman (Zellerbach Paper),
Gaetano Alessandra (United Grocers), and George Valter (Hills
Brothers).
The East Bay locals have not
yet completed their election of
negotiating committee members,
Business Agent Paul Heide said.
Divisions of the local will elect
members to the committee in the
following proportions: SF, (I;
Stockton, 2; Oakland, 8; Redwood
City, 1; Crockett, none.
BOSSES CAN TAKE IT
In its March 24 bulletin. Local
6 stated that the employers can
easily afford the wage raises that
will be asked, and cited profits
of the business amounting to $142
millions more in dividends to
stockholders (paid out last Jaw
uary) than they received in Januar y, 1953.
Profits of individual corpora.
'lions cited: Standard Brands,
from 9 million in 1952 to 10 million in 1953; McKesson & Robbins, from 6'4 million in 1952 to
7 million In 1953; Rosenberg Ric*
(Consolidated Foods Corporation), from 2 million in 1952 to
almost 3 million in 1953.
With the cost of living in the
SF area (according to the US
Bureau of Labor Statistics) having hit an all-time high. the wage
increases are desperately needed
by warehouse workers, the bulletin stated, citing as typical
examples the jump in the price
of bacon (from 67 cents in 1953
to 86 cents in 1954) and coffee
(92 cents to 98 cents).

Memorial Service
Held for Paton
SAN FRANCISCO—A memorial service in honor of Eugene
Paton, former pr esident of
ILWU Local 6 and International
secretary-treasurer, was held at
255 Ninth Street, San Francisco,
on March 27.
Patton was killed in a leap from
the Golden Gate Bridge on
March 22, 1951, when suffering
from ill health attributed to
overwork. He had a distinguished
army record during World War
11 and never fully recovered
from the fatigue of combat.
ILWU President Ilan7
Bridges paid tribute to the late
warehouse leade r, following
which flowers were placed on
Patton's grave by Local 6 President Charles (Chili) Duarte and
Secretary - Treasurer Richard S.
Lynden.
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Peet Workers
Get 8c More
On April 1
BERKELEY — Five hundred
ILWU workers employed by Colgate-Palmolive-Peet here began
collecting an 8 cent an hour raise
on April I, as the result of negotiations concluding a recent wagereopening in the ILWU Local 6Colgate contract.
After the strike against Peet,
which ended in February, 1953,
the workers went back with a 5
cent increase, which still left
2 cents below the mini/
them 51
mum paid in houses represented
by the Distributors Association
of Northern California.
The new 8 cent increase was
ratified by the CPP membership
on March 20 and signed on March
24. It brings the Peet workers to
2 cents higher
1
a base that is 2/
than the DANC agreement, and
pegs women's base at $1.65 an
2.
1
hour, men's at $182/

is Oscar A. Ryden of Local
Home to Sweden 21Here(Longview,
Wash.) who retired on pension July 1, 1952. Ryden is returning to Sweden to
visit his sisters and brother, but says he may come back if he
gets homesick. Sixty-eight years old, the ILWU oldtimer originally shipped in sail and came around the Horn in a Yankee
clipper, landing in Honolulu the day San Francisco was hit by
the big earthquake—April 18, 1906. Longshored from 1912.

ILWU Locals Are Fighting
Butler's Vicious Bill
SAN "FRANCISCO—ILWU Locals are barraging their respective
congressional delegations in protest of the Butler Bill, hearings
on which have recently been conducted by Senator John M. Butler
Md,), its author.
Butter is a protege of Senator
Joe McCarthy (R., Wis.) and has
introduced the most vicious antiunion bill of all time in the
measure that bears his name.
HOW IT WORKS
Under provisions of this bill, if
passed, anyone can name a union
as "subversive" and the union
will automatically be stripped of
Its bargaining rights until it
proves itself innocent.
ILWU locals and other bodies
which have already protested the
union-busting bill, directly to
Senator Butler or the Senate judiciary committee, include:
Northern California District

SF Shipclerks
Are Active on
Legislation
SAN FRANCISCO—ILWU Local 34 (shipclerks) here has been
active in supporting legislation
beneficial to workers and fighting
its opposite.
In letters that went out on
March 24, the shipclerks local
called upon state and federal
legislators to:
1. Support stiffer penalties for
Possession and sale of narcotics;
2. Support pending legislation
in Congress for higher pay for
post office employees;
3. Endorse and fight for Senator Walter George's (D., Ga.)
current bill that would raise federal income tax exemptions to
$800 and then 81,000;
4. Fight California state
amendments that would deprive
any workers of unemployment insurance coMpensation or restrict
the unemployment insurance fund
hi any way.

Local 17 Makes
Gains in Biscuit
SACRAMENTO—A new agreement between ILWU Local 17
and the National Biscuit Company
here, signed on February 24,
brought wage increases that lifted
working foremen's scales to $1.90
an hour, with $1.12/
2 to floormen
1
(to start) and $1.80 after 15 days.
Other gains made include a 3week vacation after 15 years, and
a life-insurance policy of $1,000,
paid for by the e,mploynt.

Council; Local 1 (Raymond,
Wash.), Loe,a1 6 (San Francisco),
Local 9 (Seattle), Local 21 (Longview, Wash.), Local 54 (Stockton),
Local 62 (Ketchikan, Alaska), Local 63 (Wilmington).
.
1,000 CARDS
The Stockton longshore local,
Philip Badalamenti, secretary of
the local's Policy Council Committee informed The Dispatcher
that over 1,000 postcards to senators and congressmen have been
mailed by the rank and file dockers, and the local has contacted
other unions in the city, asking
for joint action on the Butler Bill
and other anti-labor measures.

ILWU Backs
FEPC
SAN FRANCISCO—ILWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt
on March 22 informed Senator
Irving Ives (R., N.Y.) that the
union supported his Fair Employment Practices Bill (S. 692).
"Ours is a union," wrote Goldblatt, "with a substantial Negro
membership, with very large numbers of members of Philippine
and Japanese ancestry, and with
many Mexican-American& These
workers have a direct stake in the
passage of FEP legislation."
Pointing out that discrimination is harmful to white workers
as well as minority groups, the
ILWU secretary - treasurer said:
"The cost of not having an *adequate FEPC is borne not only
by Negroes and other minority
g`roups. The cost is borne by all
workers. It's a hidden deduction
from every pay check. It is also
hidden super-profit in every dividend check."
Goldblatt in a letter to all local
secretaries on March 23 urged
communications from the locals
to their respective senators."

Few Solions Reply to
'Breadline' Resolution
SAN FRANCISCO—On March Miller, D,, Calif.; John ft. Ray,
I ILWU's International office R., N.Y., and William Henry Harmailed out 935 copies of the rison, R., Wyo.) offered no opinILWIJ Executive Board resolution ion on the proposed pay-raise,
called "Keep Congressmen From though Miller took it upon himthe Breadlines," commenting on self to point out what he said
the desire of certain US repre- were "one or two discrepancies"
sentatives and senators to vote in the ILWU regolution,
The Executive Board resolution,
themselves a 100 per cent pay
expressing concern for the "povraise (to $25,000 a year).
The copies, with covering let- erty-stricken condition" of the
ter, were sent to 464 members of congressmen, had suggested that
the House of Representatives, to they should be permitted to "conthe 96 senators, and also to the sume from the government's
315 members of the Canadian stockpiles of surplus food," and
also expressed the hope that some
parliament.
By Dispatcher press time, 3 of them would be "rescued" from
senators had replied, 7 represent- their deplorable state by the
atives and 3 members of the voters la the next election.
Canadian parliament.
The three Canadian MP's courteously thanked ILWU for sending the resolution and studiously
avoided comment. One did mention, however, that the Canadian
House of Parliament had "also
found it necessary to increase its
indemnity (salaries)."
Sixteen
Of the $ senators who replied
SAN FRANCISCO
to ILWU Secretary-Treasurer more ILWU dockers retired on
Louis Goldblatt's covering letter, April 1, the ILWU-PMA Pension
none expressed an opinion on the Fund announced this week. They
measure itself, though Senator are:
Local 3: Dick E. S. Edwards,
William Langer (R., N. Dak.) did
Insert the ILWU resolution hi the Carl P. Felsch, Lollie R. HenCongressional Record, where it dricks, Henry William Kasen and
Otte A. Marstaller; also
was printed on March 8.
Local 10: James Boxum and
The other four senators were:
Walter F. George (D., Ga.), George P. Wolff;
Local 13: Phil Lane and Harold
Thomas H. Kuchel (R., Calif.),
George W. Malone (R., Nev.), P. Yates;
Local 10: R. M. Blood, Robert
and John F. Kennedy (D., Mass.).
Members of the Douse of EeP- Miller and Herman Schroeder;
Local 21: Martin F. Larson;
resentatives, however, were a
little more courageous. Four ex- Local 24: William Jaskar; Local
pressed their opposition to the 34: Clarence Robert Coogan, and
pay raises (Thomas B. Curtis, R.., Local 46: Clarence George Lewis.
The name of Harry E. Graham
Mo.;(herie. E. Bennett, D., Fla.;
Bob Sikes, D., Fla., and William of ILWU Local 63 was added to
the retired list as of January 1,
A. Dawson, IL, Utah).
The other three (George B. 1934.

Lundeberg Editor
Tries to Kill Himself
SAN FRANCISCO — Harry
Lundeberg's MCS - AFL Stewards News editor, Donald
Rotan, tried to kill himself
March 29 by cutting one of his
wrists. He was found by his
brother, Dan Rotan, an SUP
sailor, who told police he had
found him unconscious in the
bathroom.
According to Hearst's SF
Examiner, which admires
Lundeberg and his men, Dan
Rotan said the scab-paper editor had "tried to, kill himself
because left-wingers in the
union have been putting pressure to him."

Local 13 RunOff Election
Results In
WILMINGTON — Run-off elections in ILWU Local 13 resulted
in Adrian Finch being selected
vice-president of the longshore
local over Ernie Adams. Bill Lawrence was elected president in
the primaries.
Other results of the run-off are:
Day business agent, George Kuvakas; sergeant - at - arms, Oscar
Larsen; dispatchers, Charles J.
Axton, Heinie Botsford, Fred Carrizosa, Howard Crumby. Also,
Trustees: Paul Ware, Bill Caldwell and Carl Carter. Election
board: George Bowen, Vincente
Flores, Baldo Loy, Joe Ortega
and "Skinhead" Wilson. Also,
Chairman, stewards' council,
Bill Bluhm; secretary, stewards'
council, Artie O'Grady; publicity
committee, Gordon Giblin and
Nate DiBiasi.
A grievance committee of 21
was chosen, but the results of the
executive board and membership
committee election are not yet
available.

Hugh Bryson
Gets Second
Good Ruling
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Federal
District Judge James W. Morris
on March 8 refused to reverse
his February 27 ruling, calling
upon the US Department of Justice to produce a bill of particulars in the forthcoming TaftHartley trial of Hugh Bryson,
president of the National Union
of Marine Cooks & Stewards.
The ruling marked Bryson's
second victory over the prosecution in his forthcoming trial for
allegedly "falsifying" his T-11
"non-communist" affidavit.
In his first ruling Judge Morris required the government to
give Bryson's attorneys a full
"bill of particulars" — in other
words, to allow the defense to
inspect whatever alleged "evidence" it has against the union
leader.
In refusing to over-rule himself,
Judge Morris sharply rebuked
government attorneys for asking
him to do so, especially since
they had "nothing new to offer."
No trial date has yet been set
for Bryson and a defense request
to have the trial itself moved
back to California, where government employees would not form
the majority of the jury, is being
held up by Judge Morris until
he has an opportunity to inspect
the prosecution's "evidence."

Auxiliary 28 Backs
Income 'Tax Reductions
LOS ANGELES — ILWU Auxiliary 28 has called upon all Southern California unions, community
organizations, newspapers and
radio stations to support Senator
George's income tax exemption
bill, that would raise individual
exemptions to $800 in 1954 and
$1,000 in 1955.

Mine-Mill Licks CIO
In Montana Election
BUTTE, Mont.— The Internetional Union of Mine, Mill &
Smelter Workers here won a
2-to-1 victory over raiding CIO
Steelworkers in an NLRB-coducted bargaining election held
March 22 and 23, and in Anaconda March 24-26.
The election determined the
bargaining unit for all Butte
miners and Anaconda smeltermen, and followed a vicious redbaiting campaign conducted by
the CIO steelworkers union,
marked with court injunctions,
NLRB conniving with CIO, vandalisna and threats of violence
made to women and children on

the telephone.
Attempts were made to bribe
Mine-Mill members into deserting
their union and a phony "independent" outfit was set up, but
failed to get onto the NLRB
ballot.
More than 6,000 miners and
smelter workers were involved
in the election, the vote being
4,089 for Mine - Mill, 2,170. for
USA-C10.
Apprised of the victory, ILWU
President Harry Bridges on
March 29 wired John Clark, president of Mine-Mill: "Congratulations your victory in Montana.
Keep up the good work."

16 Dockers
Retired on
April 1st

Booming Mill Rosenberg Rice Mill Number 1 (SF).
"owned by one of the successful corporations ILWU Local 6 will soon ask for higher wages for warehouse men and women. Rosenberg Rice profits went from two
million in 1952 to three in 1953. It can afford to raise pay.
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14. Bulk Rice

patcher Staff PI rfr\A

Exceptlng for the hold men who have to work in a cloud of fine
dust and be masked against it, the most work in loading bulk rice
appears to be in rigging the gear. The top pictures show longshoremen taking the tarpaulin off a hatch on the SS President McKinley
hos San Francisco (Pier 90), and uncovering the hatch preparatory
10 lowering a spout, which is pulled into place by hand. The spout

Is guided by a holdnum so that the rice pours into the funny!
a
sprayer which throws it to the corners of the hold. Inset in center
shows the sprayer as it was lowered into the hold. The two bottom
pictures at left are the best the camera could do in penetFating the
dust cloud in the bold. One shows a view front the edge of the hatch
square looking directly down as the rice pours into the funnel.
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Beres Candid Caumwrira Rocordi of Crockett Vol.to Straub

In the face of an adamant determination on the part of the company to break their union, ILWU
Local 6 members in Crockett March 30 voted to strike the big California and Hawaii sugar refinery on Monday, April 5, at 8 a.m. A required 72-hour notice of the strike was due to be served
on the company at 8 a.m. today (Friday. April 2). The bottom picture shows the taking of the
vote to strike. It was unanimous. Top, left to right at the meeting, are Local 6 Secretary-Treasurer Richard Lynden with ILWU President Harry Bridges, 1LWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt addressing the meeting, and Local 6 President Charles (Chile) Duarte, Crockett Unit Secretary Austin Reagan and Crockett Unit Business Agent August Herrienez (Ham 'n eggs). Bridges
fold the members..their strike will have the support of the entire ILWU, the sugar workers in Hawaii and the longshore and other waterfront workers of the Coast. Next day Duarte received a
By J. R. (Bob) Robertson
telegram from President Antonio Rania of Local 142 in Hawaii saying "25,000 sugar, pineapple,
longshore and miscellaneous members in Hawaii are behind you 100 per cent. We pledge our
HE TREMENDOUS social gains made in negotiations besupport morally, physically and financially." With the scheduled strike, the union returns to its
tween the ILWU and the sugar industry in Hawaii reoriginal demands for a 15 cent across the board hourly increase, 3 weeks' vacation after 5 years flect the steady growth of our union and the maturity of our
end 4 after 15, double time for overtime and an additional holiday with pay.
membership there. The new pension plan gives real security
to the old-time workers who have given so much of their life
energy to the development of Hawaii.
The 10th anniversary to be celebrated in the near future
by the sugar workers and other members of HAW is a titling and victorious climax to the struggles that have gone
into the building of our union in the islands.
(Continued from page 1)
"a threat

T

Pact Averts
Sugar Strike

ers anywhere in the United
States now has a more comprehensive medical plan. . . . No
group of workers, except perhaps
ILWU members working in the
longshore industry both here and
on the mainland, has a better

Local 82 Answers a
Skur-feal daip Milo=
SEWARD (Alaska) — ILWU
Local 82 here (Ion gshore and
warehouse) was prompt to answer
an anonymous slur on the union.

pointment constituted
to American security."

•

HE GREATEST single factor contributing to this success
Roe was defended by the Sewis the high degree of racial unity developed within our
ard Chamber of Commerce in a
Local 82 member Homer Roe, a letter to Douglas McKay, US Sec- ranks in these last ten years. No longer can the employer
Seward longshoreman, was re- retary of Interior, and Kenneth play one racial group against another. This racial unity has
cently appointed to the post of Baker, secretary of the local, been the key to all economic, social and political progress,
labor member of the Territorial went on radio-station KIBH( Sew- made not only by ILWU members but by all working men
pension plan. . . .
Commis- ard) to reply to the cowardly at- and
women in the Territory because, having accomplished
"It is history-making for the Employment Securityof Alaska.
tack on ILWU.
many social gains that it pro- sion, by the governor
unity, all other problems were easier to solve
racial
In his address, Baker cited the
Thereafter, on February 1, the
vides for a group of workers
Negotiations in sugar weite carried on for some eight or
locals
Seward
ILWU's
that
fact
published
News
Daily
Anchorage
whose employers once thought
nine months under most difficult circumstances with the
no more of importing them and a United Press dispatch from had a perfect record so far as the
employers using every divisive tactic possible to split our
concerned,
was
US
Guard
an
Coast
quoting
C.,
D.
0Washington,
their fathers than, to quote one ‘
of them just a generation ago, anonymous AFL official, who at. not one single member having ranks, to play one group against another and thereby weaken
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