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SUGAR WORKERS SET TO GO
(Special to The Dispatcher)

Bridges Calls for Assistance
To Shippers; Expanded Trade
the committee heard a large
number of steamship operators
and executives, and shippers.
The hearing was before a subcommittee (on Maritime Subsidies) of the Senate Interstate
and Foreign Commerce Committee, headed by Senator Charles
E. Potter (R., Mich.). Committee members also included Senator _Warren . Magnuson. (D.,
Wash.), author' of the "screening" act and Senator John Butler
(R., Md.), author of the notorious Buller Bill. Representatives
John Shelley (D., Calif.) and
John Alien (R., Calif.) also sat
with the committee.
AID TO SHIPPING
Bridges told the Senators that
the operation and maintenance
of an American flag fleet was
essentially a national problem,
and the need for government

SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU
President Harry Bridges, appearing by invitation before a Senate
subcommittee here on October
22, called for Federal assistance
to the maritime industry, for an
end to screening, Taft-Hartley
and for limited trade with China
and the Eastern European countries if the USA wants to build
and maintain a healthy Americon merchant marine.
In sharp contrast, Harry Lundeberg of the SUP appeared before the same committee the
next day and delivered a lying
tirade against the ILWU and
proposed the outlawing of ILWU
and a drastic speedup for longshoremen. (See Page 3.)
Lundeberg was the only witness appearing before the committee to attack unions, workers
and their conditions, although

aid ". . In many forms including construction and operating
subsidies, aid in the construction
of proper berthing facilities, the
development of new and improved cargo handling facilities,
and the extension of subsidies
to operations in the domestic
trade" was essential. (See page
4-5 for summary of ILWU statement.)
Many steamship executives
and shippers had complained to
the committee that labor costs
were too high and Bridges had
something to say on this subject
also:
, we know labor costs are
high," he said, "and we know
we have helped make them high,
and they'll probably go higher.
But two or three things should
be kept in mind on this score:
First, the labor costs were

plenty low to start with. Second,
the workers' dollar today is at
an all time low. Third, the subsidies which the industry obviously needs should not come
from the maritime workers in
the form of low wages, long
hours, and bad working conditions?'
MAGNUSON OBJECTS
A high point of the ILWU
President's testimony came
when he suggested trade with
China and the Eastern European
countries. Senator Magnuson
stated that he disagreed violently-with this idea, ". .. until
these countries stop being our
enemies and show some disposition to be peaceful."
The following exchange then
took place: ,
(Continued on Page 6)

Bridges Testifies:

The scene in th e hearing room on O'clober 22when ILWU President Bridges testified before
the Senate Subcommittee on Maritime Subsidies. To left, Bridges reading a summary of the ILWU statement: at the committee
table, left to right, Congressman John Allen (R., Calif.), Senator John Butler (R., Md.), Senator Charles Potter (R., Mich., chairman), and, covered by the stenotype reporter in the foreground, Senator Warren Magnuson (D., Wash.). The man standing is the
committee's counsel and at the extreme right is Congressman John Sholly (I, Calif.).

Duarte a Lyndon

Are Local 142 Conveni.:on Vows:
Ileinelecited by Local '6 'Make This a Sugar Year
SAN FRANCISCO — Charles
(Chili) Duarte and Richard Lynden, incumbent president and
secretary-treasurer of ILWU Local 6, were both returned to office
by the membership of the big
warehouse local in elections held
last week throughout the Union,
Duarte ran unopposed and received a total of 5,128 votes.
Lynden was opposed by Frank
Maxey and won handily by a tally
of 3,913 to 1,503.
SF RESULTS
In the San Francisco Division
of the local, the elections returned Joe Muzio (Business
Agent A) to the office by a combined SF-Redwood City vote of
2,499. Muzio ran unopposed.
Swede Carlson, incumbent business agent (B), won easily over
three other opponents with a
combined vote of 1,788. Atnador
Troche got 366, Puddy Wilson

173, and Ray "Honey" Morales
470.
Only runoff in the San Francisco division will be between
incumbent Business Agent (C)
John Gomez and challenger Curtis McClain. Gomez got a combined vote of 1,359, while McClain
picked up 910. Nosed out were
former business agent Sam Barren (627) and Jim Shea (122).
The runoff election will be held
on November 9; the votes counted
on November 14. .
Incumbent Business Agent (D)
Joe Lynch won an easy victory
over George M. Gallegos by a
combined vote of 2,257 to 569.
And Dispatcher Billy Lufrano defeated challenger Marcus A. Scott
by a thumping 2,047 to 846.
Eloise Susoeff, Who holds down
the job of part-time women's dispatcher, won a close victory over
(Continued on Page 8)
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(Special to The Dispatcher)
HONOLULU, T. H.--Hammering
out a program to "make this a
sugar year," delegates to the
scheduled October 15-17 convention of ILWU Local 142 worked
overtime and catried their deliberations over to October 18.
Attended by approximately two
hundred and fifty delegates, the
annual convention was held for
the first time in the ILWU Memorial Association building here.
That the delegates intended to
"make this a sugar year," became
obvious even before the convention was called to order. Delegates from longshore, pineapple
and miscellaneous units of the
union were "talking strike" to the
large delegation from the various
sugar companies.
Before the confab was two
hours underway it was obvious to
all present that the Hawaii ILWU

is prepared to put up a fight in
support of the demands of the
17,000 men and women that produce Hawaii's largest cash crop.
(Continued on Page 12)

HONOLULU, T. H. — Returns from twelve plantations show Hawaii's sugar
workers to be overwhelmingly in favor of giving union
negotiators the authority to call
an industry - wide strike in the
eveant the current deadlock is not
broken by collective bargaining.
Casting secret ballots at stop.
work meetings, the sugar workers
who voted before last Monday,
Indicate that more than 90 per
cent of the men and women in
the industry are in favor of arming their negotiating committeo
with a "big stick."
(Note: See page 4 for a tabulation of the balloting on the twelve
plantations where stop -work
meetings were held prior to The
Dispatcher deadline.)
By the end of this week, stop.
work meetings will have been
held at all 26 companies. Union
officials predict that final tabulation will show pro -strike sentlment of more than.90 per cent.
As The Dispatcher went to
press, balloting had been coneluded on Oahu and Maui. Sugar
workers employed on five Big
Island plantations had cast their
ballots. Employees of the eight
remaining Hawaii companies will
vote this week, as will those of
Kauai's six flans.
RAN1A COMMENTS
Commenting on the high prostrike vote, Local 142 President
Tony Rania said the results
"come as no surprise." Rania
pointed out that the rank and file
membership "is disgusted with
the attitude taken by the employers in negotiations, and are in a
mood to put up a fight if they
are forced into one."
The decision to poll the sugar
workers came from the recently
concluded Territory-wide convention of the union, where delegates
from all sections of the ILWU
pledged support in the event a
strike was called.
In addition to pledges of co.operation from the union's pineapple, longshore and miscellaneous units, the sugar workers
were told that the International
Union is "geared for action," and
ready to "start the machinery
rolling," if the sugar workers are
forced into an economic fight
with their employers.
ROBERTSON PLEDGE
This pledge came from J. R.
Robertson, first vice-president of
the International. Robertson, invited to address the convention
by the union's executive officers,
told convention delegates that
the entire union "is in better
shape now than ever before," and
(Continued on Page 4)

Who Said It?
"Just what is aggression? Aggression is what we white
,Americans did to the American Indians. We fought them,
we made solemn treaties with them, we broke the treaties
again and again. ... 7'he British were not invited into
Hong Kong. They forced their way in.... The French
and Dutch likewise fought their way into the Orient, and
are now soliciting our aid in blood and money to keep
them from being thrown out,..to announce that we will
'resist aggression all over the world'—meaning that we
will shed the blood of our boys in every civil war, every
boundary dispute—that we will, in short, guarantee forever the fceezing of the status quo—such a promise is a
pledge of self-destruction."

(Turn to Lost Page for Name of Author)
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Rule or Ruin

THE BEAM

UNION
RUN YOUR
YOUR WAGES,
AND DECIDE
CONDITIONSHOURS AND

WELL

By Harry Bridges

NOW SHUT UP
IF ANY UNION MEMBER, especially from the rank and file of
▪ ILWU, wanted to know how phoney a so-called union official
can get, all he would have needed was a seat in the Federal courtroom in San Francisco during the testimony last week of Harry
Lundeberg before a subcommittee of the US Senate Committee on
Interstate and Foreign Commerce.
Numerous representatives of various employer concerns and associations testified. Statements ranged all the way from wanting a
constructive shipbuilding program and building ships by American
labor in American shipyards to cutting off subsidies now being paid
by the American people for foreign ship construction and ship operations competitive with the American shipping industry. Nearly all
the employer representatives complained in one form or another
about high labor costs in the shipping industry—high labor costs
both in terms of wages and other benefits paid to seamen and to
longshoremen.
Not a single one of the employers' representatives—whether he
spoke for shipbuilding concerns, vegetable and fruit growing and
packing associations, chambers of commerce or employer collective
bargaining groups—specifically attacked labor as such, or the ILWU.

BUT LUNDEBERG made Up for it all in his statement. He put on

has

HE TAFT - HARTLEYIZED NLRB
T
just enacted the Butler Bill into law by
administrative action or executive fiat.
It has decided that any union which has
an official under indictment shall be subject,
without waiting for conviction, or even trial
to loss of all of its collective bargaining
rights, to suspension of its contracts and to
being busted by a raiding union.
This is the principle of the Butler Bill,
which proposes to place all unions under the
supervision of the Subversive Activities Control Board. It would give that board the authority to suspend all trade union rights for
any union upon receiving a complaint about
the union from any source, from a rival raiding union, from an employer, from a rat in
the ranks or even from a scorned woman.
It would have authority to act on the basis
of rumor or spite and on mere suspicion.
Thus, the NLRB has not only written law,
but it has written unconstitutional law in deciding to disqualify unions because the mere
finger of accusation has been pointed at one
or more of their officials. An indictment is
nothing more than suspicion. It is returned
on the basis of unsubstantiated charges
made in secret hearing. It is mere accusation, untested by cross-examination or proof
in open court or hearing.
It was not without reason that the founders of the United States framed a Constitution which clearly set forth that all men accused shall be deemed and presumed to be
guilty beyond a reainnocent until
court with due proin
open
n
doubt
sonable
cess of law being had.
Apparently, neither Senator Butler nor the
NLRB ever read that part of the Constitution, for they follow the dictum of Lewis
Carroll's Queen of Hearts: "Sentence first—
verdict afterwards!" The NLRB even cancelled the bargaining rights of one union on
the basis of an allegedly false statement
made to an FBI agent.

If the pattern is accepted by a docile labor
movement it means complete control of unions by the government, and that is the labor
front. It is the fascist labor front, exactly as
it was established by Mussolini, Hitler and
Franco, who sold it on the same basis that it
is being sold here—that it will only affect a
few "subversives."
Like fun it will! On the waterfront it has
affected all honest trade unionists and even
many of those not screened have been made
fearful of actively participating in union
meetings or affairs lest they be screened.
Plenty of rats are lurking around in and
out of unions ready to accuse, for a payoff
in some form any union or union man trying
to better wages and working conditions.
No effective rank and file union can possibly escape being victimized.
It's the line, it's the pattern. Its chief exponents on the West Coast are Lundeberg
and "Fink Hall" Foisie. Their aim is to destroy ,the ILWU and all vestiges of democratic trade unionism on the West Coast
waterfront. The aim of the Dewey-Brownell
-McCarthy Axis is to line the whole of organized labor into one giant labor front.

is so plain!
ALLOurmrs
union has to be prepared to make
up its mind. Either we stand up and fight or
we get quietly put out of business.
Brownell, Butler, the NLRB and the forces
presently holding the power of government
have decided upon a_rule-or-ruin course and
there's no sand we can stick our head into.
- We've got to face it and fight it!

co, 1012111ATCHEIC

Oftwiel Ilamospepwr et tie

t.raSIMuu Langsboream's esd IllareliffinemmoN't OMNI

WATSON, EDITOR
Published every two weeks by the International Longshoremen's & Warehousemen's Union at 150 Golden
Gate Ave., Sae Francisco 2, Calif. Entered as second
class matter as of Dec. IS, 1942, at the Postoffice at
San Francisco, Calif., under the Act of August 24, 1912.
Subscription $1 per year.
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, Calif.
Phone PRospect 5-0533 or PRospect• 5-2220
MORRIS

ILIOT ONLY does mere accusation open
the way for a phoney union to demand
an election, but the accused union is denied a chance to vote.
Let no one be fooled. This comes about as
result of Attorney General Brownell working in cahoots with the NLRB and certain
finks masquerading as labor leaders. The
pattern is the same as that of the screening
program and it is in fact an extention of the
waterfront screening program from individuals to whole unions and all labor.
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his phoney act and pulled out all the stops. He made it a point,
as he usually does, to appear before the committee without wearing
a necktie, just like Gorgeous George goes into a wrestling match
with a permanent wave in his hair and a spray of perfume. It's all
part of the act.
Lundeberg told the committee that the poor shipowners and the
shippers were scared to tell the truth about that horrid ILWU and
Its Communist plot to sabotage the West Coast shipping industry
under orders from Moscow.
He, of all the witnesses to appear, alone gave the senators on the
committee some of the things they wanted to hear, including a picture
of West Coast labor relations that must have delighted the railroads,
truckers and other groups that are hell-bent to keep cargoes moving
over routes other than coastwise, intercoastal or offshore shipping
from the West Coast.
* ow on the West Coast;
Labor relations, he said, are at an all-time l
the shipowners are constantly piecing off the ILWU by giving good
wages, conditions, pension plans, and so forth; the longshoremen
don't do enough work—they have too many men on the job and the
number of men in a longshore gang is too large, and the ILWU wants
it this way, so that half the men can work and the other half sleep
on the job.
There are always stoppages of work, job action and slow-downs.
And the longshoremen deliberately see to it that American run
ships are held up as long as five days in port; the whole thing
is a Communist plot by the ILWU to wreck American shipping on
the West Coast.
Lundeberg particularly directed his attack against the San Pedro
longshoremen and clerks. In this connection, he was merely repeating
statements of some of the most anti-labor elements amongthe Los
Angeles employers and not shipping employers at that. Lundeberg
may have concentrated so much of his attack on San Pedro and our
local unions and officers down there because two top officers of
Local 10 came to the hearing to hear Lundeberg spiel off and they
vigorously applauded his statements.

•

THIS PHONEY, WHOSE scabbing and raiding record Is well-known
I to the ILWU, had some definite 'proposals to make. Pass some
federal legislation, he says, like the Butler bill—which outlaws union
contracts and bargaining rights without a trial or hearing if someone
within or without a union accuses the union of being "Communist
dominated." Cut down the number of longshoremen on the job, says
he, and palletize or ship in containers all cargo, with no handling by
longshoremen where possible; ship all coastwise lumber in packages
and let the sailors do the work; prevent the shipowners from making
deals with the ILWU, such as negotiating good wages and working
conditions; and stop them, through some kind of Federal action from
Interfering with Lundeberg's attempts to take over such work as
loading ships stores, lining and cleaning holds, etc.
He boasted that 4 sailors in the hold can turn out more work—
and cheaper—than 9 longshoremen. And made a real pitch for turning over more and more longshore work to the seamen.

Abir kt.
THIS WHOLE ATTACK and program of Lundeberg's undoubtedly
▪ grows out of the new employer association recently organized in
San Francisco with Foisie, who had been working with Lundeberg
and the SUP as a "special consultant," as an executive secretary.
Foisie has never given up the idea of getting the longshoremen back
to the old fink halls and the fink hall conditions. Lundeberg and the
gang of goons he has lined up in recent years have been trying even
harder but so far have failed. Now they are calling outright for
Federal help to do the job—with Lundeberg acting as the tieless,
open shirt stooge and front man.
The ILWU, and especially the longshoremen, know the score in
the shipping industry. We know that particular shipowner and employer group, and their stooges like Lundeberg and Beck, who dream
of doing a job on us to the detriment of our democratic union
structure and our union conditions.
Lundeberg boasted to the committee that he had taken on both
the ILWU and the shipowners in a 62 day strike in 1952 and had
whipped the pants off both of us. It's funny what a hard time the
West Coast longshoremen had in feeling the licking they took. Be
this as it may, we are not at all unmindful of where Lundeberg and
his supporters are going.
They want a Federal law to bust unions like ours, where conditions are established and contracts negotiated and owned by the rank
and file; he wants such unions destroyed so that bums like Lundeberg
can pick up the pieces and make cozy spots for their goons.

a
•

0.
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'OF:DISPATCHER

Here Are Some ILWU Oldtimers As They Watched a Movie

Infra-red film and red flashes of light not visible to the human eye caught
se ILWU oldtimers on ILWU-PMA pensions as they watched a movie October
in San Francisco. After the movie the oldtimers held a meeting and voted to
Id a social function some time this fall. More than a hundred attended the
vie and meeting. Oldtimers will recognize all these brothers, but the
Dis-

patcher photographer didn't want to interrupt the film-showing to ask for their
names. He did recognize, left to right, Harry Melson (Local 10, with glasses),
Ed Zeisig (right-hand photo, Local 34), Brother Christensen and James, N.,
White (Local 10, light suit). (See story on page 8, this issue.)

Lundeberg Calls for Outlawing the ILWU and All Its Contracts

SAN FRANCISCO—In his tes- gangs, stopping sailors from dointony October 23 beforp the ing longshore work, etc.
enate subcommittee on maritime
Not one of the Senators sitting
ubsidies, SUP-head Harry Lunde- on the committee called the SUPterg made a new record for head's attention to the obvious
imself.
fact that if ILWU longshoremen
Of the three representatives of were actually engaged in such
'Moos who testified, and the "sabotage" they would be the
wore or more of business execu- first to suffer from it—for they
ives belonging to steamship and would work themselves out pf
ihipping companies and banks, Jobs!
was the only witness • Lundeberg coupled his attack
launch an outright assault on on ILWU with a simultaneous
he ILWU and its conditions. • attack on the steamship comHe characterized ILWU as panies who employ ILWU dock'communist" and called for the ers.
1,(Litit to deny bargaining rights
He said "labor relations have
o all such unions.
reached an all-time low" on the
lie praised the Magnuson West Coast, and it was the fault
',. •tscreening act" and complained of the shipowners, became they
hat it was not strict enough., were "appeasing the commie
. "or this altitude, Chairman Sen- ILW U."
'Itor Charles Potter R, Mich.)
In a pointed attack on Ranraised Lundeberg and said that dolph Sevier, president of the
inder SUP policies "our ships are Matson Line, Lundeberg accused
n safe hands."
the Matson Company of havingLundeberg accused ILWU long- called on ILWU President Bridges
of "Communist sabo- "and his commie machine" to
age" of shipping on the West take work away from the Sailors
;!oast by slow-downs, mfnintum Union of the Padfic — meaning.
angs, deliberate shortage of handling ship stores, etc.

f

)rgan•z•ng1 w
"
ith Police:

"Lunchbox" boasted that in
had "taken on both
the communists and the employers" and licked both of them.

1952 his SUP

The employers, said Lundeberg,
are "cooperating with communists
to drive SUP off the waterfront."
In an outright attack on ILWU

Hore are three shots taken on the
New York waterfront recently. In
e upper left picture, AFL workers belonging to the newly chartered longshore
to are packed into covered trucks and rushed to work on Brooklyn
piers as
lice keep ILA members on the sidelines, In the photo below, police and
ILA

wages, hours and conditions, the
SUP-head asked the Senators why
it was that the shipowners didn't
complain about the high longshore costs they have to face, and
answered his own question by
saying that the reason they don't
complain is because they "are
afraid to tell the truth."
Sating he would "tell the truth"
about what was going on in longshore, he launched his accusation
that ILWU's record "stinks" and
said there was a "deliberate slowdown" in Los Angeles Harbor
which, he claimed, was responsible for the loss of perishable
cargoes.
Lundeberg had "answers" for
.these problems, too. He said all
cargo should be palletized, the
way Olson and Alaska Steam have
tried to do it.
In Alaska, Lundeberg said, they
use 9 longshoremen in one hold
and 4 sailors in the other, and
that the 4 sailors turn out more
work than the longshoremen—
and at lower cost. tile did not
refer to the fact that while there

might be 4 sailors working, 11
were on the payroll!)
He said, pointblank, that there
was no need for more than 4
longshoremen to work in theltoid
of a ship.
Lundeberg was praised by the
Senate subcommittee for a vigorous "anti-communist" attitude and
his self- proclaimed "patriotism."
Stating that he supported the
Butler bill and was willing to go
to Washington to testify for it,
he was issued a prompt imitation to do so by Senator John M.
Butler, the author of the bill.
The Butler bill
now before
Congress—would make all unions
subject to the Subversive Activities Control Board, which could
strip them of bargaining right*
any time anybody accused any
'union of being "communist dominated"—and before a hearing on
the issues!
The SUP-head's testimony was
entirely consistent with his record as a raider, scab -herder
and strike - breaker. (See Harry
Bridges, On the Beam, page 2.)

dockers in argument as AFL workers go onto Columbia Street (Brooklyn)
piers
with police protection. In right-hand picture an AFL man puts up a combinatio
n
recruiting and information notice outside Pier 45 (Grace Line) in Manhattan
.
The information relates to gangs numbered I to 7, who are ordered to
report for
work at 8 a.m. withautshaping up first. (Wide World Photos.)
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Local 17
Beats Out
A Co. Union

'The St. Louis Blues'

rLiwu

SACRAMENTO —
Local
17 here has won a bargaining
election that has an interesting
history.
On June 1, 1950, it signed a
2-year contract with Island Elevator (a grain elevator) at Ryer
Island, Solana County, This contract was in full force and effect
until June 1, 1953.
At that time,- open for wages,
the employer stalled negotiations
until the end of that month, and
on July 31 shut down the plant,
in effect locking out 3 ILWU
workers employed by him.

STiot
....-From The AFL News Sewn-tee,
•••

Sugar Workers Set to Go
As Strike Vote Is Taken
(Continued from Page 1)
acted as the union's chief spokeshe said,"the only thing that can man at the bargaining table.
each meeting Hall reported
beat you is Internal dissention."
This was a warning to be • on the "off-the-record" position of
guard against employer attempts the employers, as well as the pubto create trouble within the ranks lic attitude of the industry.
All discussion prior to ballotof the sugar workers.
ing was translated into Japanese,
When balloting began on Octo- Rocas° and Tagalog.
ber 13 at ICsbuku, Robertson adAfter workers on all plantations
dressed the rank and file. Again have been polled, the union will
he pledged the support of the call for a resumption of formal
International. He also attended negotiations. "We will make
meetings on the Big Island and every reasonable effort to reach
on Maui before leaving for San an agreement.," says Ifideo (MaFrancisco last Saturday.
jor) Okada, chairman of the
Also addressing the sugar union's committee.
workers at various stop-work
Formal talks are not expected
meetings was ILWU Regional to get under way until late next
Director Jack W. Hall, who has don th.

Af

Early Sugar Strike Vote Resuits
OAHU
YES
Kahuku
304
Waialua
-534
Ewa558
800
Oahu Sugar __.........._
MAUI
Pioneer Mill .......—__-- 712
Wailuku ....._---_—_- 420
H. C. & S...................._—. 1,830
HAWAII
- Kohala575
_______ 215
Naalehu ---------------------------.
.
Hil Sugar ......._..---.......
.. 288
Pepeekeo ..........._..______ 299
Hakalau
345

NO
21
69
30
68

VOID
2
4
2
3

13
5
54

1
0
1

726
431
1,885

27
7
4
17
9

3
0
1
0
0

605
222
293
318
354

TOTAL
327
607
588
871

Local 142 Officers Nominated
HONOLULU, T. 11 --Antonio
Rania, veteran president of ILWU
Local 142 will run unopposed this
year for the top position in
Hawaii's largest and strongest
labor organization. He was the
only,candidate nominated for the
presidency at the recent convention of the union.
• Nominated for the vice-presitiency were two candidates, the
Incumbent, Constantine Samson
and Alfred Mattes, active leader
In the Hawaiian Pineapple Co.
unit of Local 142.
Also running without opposition will be incumbent SecretaryTreasurer Newton Miyagi.
The practice of nominating executive officers from the convention floor is a new procedure and
came about because of a change
in the union constitution by eon-

vention delegates.
Heretofore, candidates received
nomination by getting 25 members to sign a petition.
The old procedure required a
primary and general election due
,to the number of names on the
ballot. This came about because,
the constitution requires a candidate to receive a majority of all
votes cast to be elected.
Under the new method, the
convention delegates nominate by
motion from the floor. If more
than two candidates are 11011anated, the delegates ballot and
eliminate all but the two receiving the highest number of votes.
The four division directors of
the organization and business
agents will be nominated, and
elected by the members of the
division.

ILWU Executive Board
Is Now in Session
SEATTLE — ILWU's International Executive Board went
Into session here on October
29 and will conclude its deliberations on October 30.
A full report of Executive
Board actions, together with
pictures, will be carried in the
next (November 13) issue of
The Dispatcher.

Wage Raise
Won at Drake
By Local 26

LOS ANGELES—Highlights of
the new contract signed between
ILWU Local 26 and Drake Steel
Supply recently are 10-15 cents
an hour wage boosts, the union
shop, checkoff and seven paid
holidays. The holidays are paid
even though they fall on Saturdays.
Other contract provisions include:
Shift differential of 10 cents an
hour for swing, and 15 cents for
graveyard.
Two 15-minute rest periods a
day.
No discrimination in hiring,
transfers or promotions.
Time and one half after 8
hours, for hours worked before 7
a.m., or after 5 p.m., and for
Saturday work. Double time for
Sunday work.
Truckdrivers •working after
7:30 p.m., receive $1.50 for a
meal, in addition to time and one
PICKET LINES
On September 21 ILWU Local half pay.
Six days sick leave each year,
17 set up another picket line—at
Isleton {Riverside Elevator). paid if not used.
Minimum call-in pay of 4
There followed a series of legal.
.
maneuvers until on October 13 hours.
One week's vacation after 1
an agreement was entered upon
between ILWU, the company and year, 2 after 2, and 3 after 10.
Members of the negotiating
the company union, to hold an
election Ader the auspices of the committee were Charles Corty,
California Department of Indus- Bob Strandquist, Clarence
Swalve, Roland Baker and John
trial Relations.
Neighbors. They were assisted by
It was agreed that 13 voters Local 26 President Al Caplan.
were eligible to vote and ILWU
confidently expected to get about
6 votes. But when the election New MOL Features
was held on October 27, Local 17 ILWU Local 6 Story
got 8 votes to the company union's
CHICAGO — The October5, and won the election.
November issue of the national
Under the terms of the agree- magazine, March of Labor, on the
ment to hold the election it was stands now, features a story on
decided that if ILWU won, Mel- ILWU's big Warehouse Union
ville Marx, president of the eleva- Local 6, titled: "Among San Frantor company, would enter into cisco's Finest."
negotiations with Local 17 for
Written in question and answer
wages, hours and conditions, and form, the article represents an
the company union would be dis- interview with Local 6's presibanded.
dent, Charles (Chili) Duarte, on
Frank Thompson, secretary of the history and structure of the
the Sacramento local, gave high warehouse union and how it operpraise to the 240 ILWU rank and ates.
filers who traveled 35 miles from
Other important articles in the
Sacramento to picket the two current MOL ihclude: "The New
grain elevators during the beef.
Round Against T-H," an account
"Maybe this experience will of the fight against Taft-Hartley;
give other outfits that are think- "Senate Bill 1606," a description
lug of playing around something of the projected Butler Bill that
to think about," Thompson told will make all unions subject to
the unilateral action of the SubThe Dispatcher this week,
versive Activities Control Board.

FINK SETUP
At Isleton, the company owned
another elevator, called Riverside
Elevator, which was an open shop
job. There were 10 men employed at the place.
These men the company induced to form a company union,
and while some did not like it,
all were under pressure and had
to comply. The boss then took
some of these men over to Island
Elevator to take over the jobs
formerly held by ILWU members.
This was early in September.
On September 10 ILWU Local
17 set up a picket line and the
boss swore out an injunction under the Jurisdictional Disputes
section of the California Labor
Code, contending that one union
(ILWU) was picketing another
(the company outfit),

Local 51 Lauds
Steward Organizing

Mensalvas
Re-Elected
By Local 37
SEATTLE — In 1953-54
tions recently conducted her
ILWU Local 37 '(cannery
ers), Chris Mensalvas was
elected to the presidency of
local by an overwhelming vo
Mensalvas received 1,216
lots in a field of four condi
His nearest competitor, Geer
Valdez, collected 401 votes,
T. A. Rojo (153) and Bobby
dero (140) trailing,
Larry Itliong was elected t
vice-presidency of the local,
Matias J. Langunilla re-elect
his post of secretary.
Treasurer for the next
will be Casimir° A. Abella;
nesto Mangaoang was re-die
business agent; Gene Nay
won the post of dispatcher,
Lazar° Soria, patrolman, with
Madarang and Vincent Pile
lected as trustees.
Carlos Bulosan was elected
cational and publicity direct°
1953-54.

Elections Set
For Local 10
SAN FRANCISCO — Ele
for 1954 officers of ILWU
10ovill be held on Novembe
13 and 14, it was announce
the big longshore local last
The following offices and
mittees will appear on the ha
President, vice-president, s
tory - treasurer, business ag
dispatchers, Board of Trus
publicity committee, jani
sergeant - at arms (hiring h
sergeant-at-arms (member
meetings), area labor rela
committee, labor relations
mittee, executive board, in
gating committee, grievance
rnittee, appeals board, promot
committee and delegatei
Northern California Disi
Council.

Nominations Open
In ILWU Local 63

PORT GAMBLE, Wash.— The
WILMINGTON — Nominations
membership of this ILWU long- for office in ILWU Local 83
shore local (51) on September 7 (clerks) here opened on October
Thomas
by unanimous vote asked its sec- 15. Posts open include: Freakvan, chili
retary to Write to the ILWU dent-Business Agent, Vice-Presi- member of Local 6 who ref
Stewards Organizing Committee dent, Sergeant-at-Arms, Disafter 2
to congratulate it on the "fine ',etcher, Relief Dispatcher, Exec- from Best Foods
His fell
years
on
the
job.
work which has been done by the utive Board, Grievance Commitworkers
gave
him
a p
committee in the organizing and tee, Trustees and Labor Relations
affiliation of marine cooks and Committee. Elections will be held a fine wrist watch and
stewards."
December 3.
presents, say they'll miss

Refired-

Anti-Labor Propaganda Now Comes in Comic Book For
WASHINGTON—Palling Together, the bulletin of the antilabor National Small Businessmen's Assn., has distributed with
its September issue a comic book
that tells faithful workers who
promote the boss' speedup plans
that they will get promotions and
be able to buy television sets for
their families.
The 16-page comic book,in full
color, was put out by Harvey
Publications, Inc., information
comics division, 1860 Broadway,
New York, for a fee. The Bemis
Bag Co., oldest and largest bag
company in the world, authored
It The Textile Workers Union

led a bitter 4-month strike last
year at Bemis San Francisco and
Los Angeles plants, finally winming a contract.
PETE & MEL
Theme of the funny - picture
story is that more production
per man per hour means lowered
costs, more jobs and a better
standard of living for everyone."
The two heroes, Pete land Mel,
learn from their boss, Mr. Winthrop, that he's going to put in
new machines because his plant
can't compete with the opposition
oft prices. The booklet carefully
avoids saying the two workers

are members of a union, but they
address their co-workers at what
appears to be an organized meethug. This creates the impression
that the whole setup is an oldfashioned company union.
Throughout the story there is
the general insinuation that when
unit costs are cut, wages of the
employees will be raised, but the
booklet studiously avoids saying
so directly.
FACTS OF LIFE
The story asserts that always
when unit costs go down, prices
go down. This contradiction with
the facts of current US life is not
explained. Nowhere does the

booklet state that while productivity in the US has been increasing steadily prices have been just
as steadily going up.
The story attempts to divert
workers from the campaign of
organized labor for productivity
wage increases. Anyone who follows the adventures of Pete and
Mel and believes them will know
that wage increases wil1 come
automatically from the generosity
of a big-hearted boss. There's no
need for union activity along that
line, the comic book implies.
The story is hazy about just
how the mass of workers in the
plant get more money at the end,

when many new machines
been installed, But it is
definite about Pete and
After they sell the idea of
up to the workers, they get
moted. On the final page
go out with their wives and
television sets they couldn'
ford efore they got their
motions.
Pete's wife, Jenny, narr
escapes being a real wor
heroine. She asks when he
all excited about the boss'
"Isn't that a speedup?" But
Is quickly silenced by her
boss husband and at the end
too, enjoys television.
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Local 6 in
New Pact
With Albers
OAKLAND-ILWU Local 6
has signed a new contract with
Albers Milling Company here
that will run to June 1, 1956,
and which represents considerable gains for the 350 workers,
men and women, employed in the
feed and cereal plant.
Previous contracts with Albers
expired on October 1. The new
contract, rewritten from beginning to end and constituting an
entirely new agreement, brings
the expiration date in conformity
with the majority of Local 6's
contracts and represents a month
and a half of negotiation, Local
6 Business Agent Paul Heide said.
NEW GAINS MADE
•An 8 cent an hour wage raise
across the board was won by the
Albers workers;
•Classification adjustments running from 11
/
2 to 22 cents an hour
-and averaging 2/
1
2 cents across
the board-were won in the new
contract;
•The company agreed to accept
the ILWU Warehousemen's Welfare Plan previously won by Local
6, and supplanting its present
company plan;
•$1,500 life insurance policy will
be given to each worker. It is
paid for by the company;
•A new vacation clause gives 3
weeks off after 10 years on the
job (previously 3 after 15), and
minimum vacation benefits are
based on no hours' work in any
year. Vacations are therefore prorated on a basis of hours worked
between 400 and 1,500 a year;
•Eight paid holidays are guaranteed to Albers workers, regardless of the day on which they fall,
and, to be eligible for vacation
pay, one day's work a month is
required;
•Under sick -leave benefits, a
new schedule will provide 10%
days after one year on the job,
starting on the second day of the
Illness;
•The company will make up the
difference between the worker's
paycheck and what he receives
on jury duty, if called for such
duty;
•Double time for Sunday for all
operations except boiler room and
oil expellers, who will get time
and a half;
•Base rate for women starts at
$1.64 after first 6 months, then
goes to $L69.
The negotiating committee that
won the new contract, which carries an 18 cent package gain, consisted of Bob Bennett, chief
steward; Charlie Brown, Art
Pearl, Charles "Slim" Murray, Al
Duncan, Don Ellis, Jerry Johnson
(women's steward), Charles Kaworkian, Ray Galliani and Local 6
Bast Bay Business Agent Paul
Heide.

It AU Depends on
How You Look at It
NEW YORK
Louis Waldman, NY attorney who has
been counsel for many years
for the ILA wage-scale committee, recently resigned from
that post.
Thomas F. Lewis, president
of Local 32-E, Building Service
International Union (AFL),
was recently murdered by parties unknown.
On August 28 Mr. Waldman
wrote to the AFL urging it to
adopt a code of ethics for all
its members and to name a
committee to put teeth in it.
Said Mr. Waldman: The
murder of Thomas F. Lewis
helped to "... reveal the absence of standards ..of conduct to guide thousands of
labor officials occupying positions of trust."

November I
Pensioners
Are Listed
SAN FRANCISCO-A list of
ILWU members who will be
added to the retired list by the
ILWU-PMA Pension Fund on
November 1, was released this
week by Pension Director Henry
Schmidt. They are:
Local 8: George N. Grammer,
Daniel B. Webster and Albert J.
York;
Local 10: Peder Humlen, John
S. Kelby, Reuben Swanson and
Anton Turcich;
Local 13: Charles M. Cooper,
John T. Hagmann, Hugo Holt and
Steve Rodin;
Local 19: Frank Asplund,
Thomas Curran, Ernest 0. Johnson, Fred G. McDonald and
Joseph F. Silva;
Local 24: Charles Oleson; Local
40: Thomas J. Sheridan; Local
68: Sidney Adelbert; Local 91:
Hans A. Jade.
The name of James Bauman of
Local 94 was added to the list
of men who retired on September
1, 1953, and the names of George
Armitage Grey (Local 8), Martin
J. Kaczmark (Local 10) and
Clyde J. Miller (Local 21) were
added to the list of those who
retired on October 1, 1958.

Threat of Strike Wins
Wage Raise for Local 26
LOS ANGELES
Threat of a
strike by ILWU Local 26 members at Glostex Chemical Company, where management has
been stalling in negotiations for
several weeks, brought settlement
of a 5 cents an hour across-theboard wage increase, retroactive
to August 15;
Members of the negotiating
committee were William Hughes,
John Green and Dudley Beavers,
assisted by Business Agent Hy
Orkin.

CRDC in
Talks on
China Trade
VANCOUVER, Wash. - Pork
chop possibilities inherent in the
China trade was the topic of
friendly, off - the - cuff debate at
the Columbia River District Council meeting here October 11.
The discussion was touched off
when Ray Keenan, Council secretary, said representatives of marine unions and shipping lines
had conferred with John W.
Powell during the recent visit of
the former Shanghai newspaper
publisher to Portland. Powell told
Keenan he found the shipping
men he talked to, including Bill
Williams of American Mail, "very
much interested."
Dividends to be gained through
cooperation between ILWU locals
and port commissioners in bringing more cargo to w port were
remarked on by Chet Keller, Local 4, and veteran of 13 consecutive terms on the council.
On the civil rights front, the
council recommended that affiliates go to the aid of Wesley
Robert Wells, California Negro
sentenced to die because he
threw a cuspidor at a prison
guard. (Letters urging clemency
for Wells should be directed to
California's Governor Goodwin
Knight and to California's Attorney General Edmund Brown.)
The delegates noted with approval action taken by Locals 8
and 19 in the event of any new
attempt to indict ILWU President
Here h Lars Larsen, ILWU Local 9 I retired
Harry Bridges. It was pointed
walking boss from San Francisco, who has
out such a move could be re- bought a fine house in Sandnes, Norway, and is living on his
garded as a direct attack upon pension and Social Security payments
with his wife. They are
all longshoremen and properly
should become a discussion topic doing all right, Larsen says, on $212.60 a month.
at stop-work meetings in every
port.
A report by Delegate Noonan
Of Local S on the extreme discourtesy shown the American flag
by some foreign ships in AmerQuestions and Answers on the
ican ports brought a council moILWU-PMA Pension Plan
tion recommending longshoremen
refuse to go aboard vessels that
do not display Old Glory in acAttention: Men Retiring November 1
cordance with prescribed tradiILWU members eligible for the ILWU-PMA Pension
tion.
Press bias toward the ILWU who plan to retire November 1, 1953, may make application
was illustrated in a report of a for Social Security Retirement payments any time during
ship tie-up at Willamette Iron & that month. There is no advantage to visiting a Social SeSteel (Terminal II) in Portland curity office earlier.
harbor. The ship Sunwhit was
Step number one is to apply at the office of the Social
picketed by crew members be- Security Administration in your locality. In case your wife
longing to the Canadian branch has reached her 65th birthday, she should
also apply. She
of the SIM The way the news- will be entitled
to one-half the amount of your primary
papers reported the affair, however, it appeared the tie-up was benefits. In other words if your Social Security Retirement
caused by longshoremen refusing Payment is $85 per month your wife is entitled to $42.50 per
to cross a picket line, rather than month-a total of $127.50.
Men planning to retire November 1, 1953, will be paid
by seamen striking a ship in a
beef over wages and hours.
the maximum Social Security Retirement benefits of $85
Local 21 sent two delegates to per month, if they have earned an average of $300 per month
the Governor's annual Safety Con- from January 1, 1951, through March
31, 1953-a total of
ference in Olympia, October 8
$8,100
for
that
-month period. However, it must be re27
and 9, Longview delegates retnembered that any earnings over $3,600 in the year 1951,
ported.
Local 4 members have assessed cannot be added to 1952 earnings. In case you were short of
themselves $5 a month for is six the $8,100 goal on March 31, 1953, and worked through
months' period to go toward a June 30, 1953, and earned $9,000 for that 30-month period,
new building fund; and Local 21 you will have established your eligibility for $85 per month
has been entertaining Coos Bay retirement payments.
dockers with an average of four
Example:-If you retire November 1, 1953, then is
films a week mornings when shiporder to qualify for maximum Social Security Retirement
ping is slow.
Payments, you will need at least $3,600 earnings for 1951
A. J. Wagner, St. Helens,
and another $3,600 for the 12 months from January 1,
served as chairman of the meet1952, through December 31, 1952-and another $900 for
ing in the absence of Council
January, February and March, 1953-a total of $8,100.
President Victor Wrenn.
If on June 30, 1953, your earnings amounted to $9,000
After the conclave delegates
and council visitors were enter- for the 30-month period ending on that date, you are certained at a buffet luncheon by tain to receive $85 per month Social Security Retirement
members of the Vancouver Aux- Payments. And if on September 30, 1953, your earnings
iliary.
amounted to $9,900 for the 33

In Norway.
•

The Pension Plan

S.F. Grocery
House is Closing
SAN FRANCISCO-Mound 65
ILWU Local 6 members will lose
their jobs when the wholesale
grocery firm of Haas Brothers
closes its doors after 102 years
in business.
Local 6 has close to 100 members employed with the firm, of
whom 12 have already received
their walking papers.
The company will retain its
liquor department, it was learned
last week, and about 25 Local 6
men and women who have seniority will remain on the job in this
department.
ILWU workers who are being
discharged will receive severance
pay in proportion to the length
of their service with the liquidating firm.

-month period ending on that
date again you will be eligible for $85 per month Social Security retirement payments. Wages earned in October cannot be added to earlier earnings.
If your first Social Security cheek is not for $85, then
ask the Social Security office to do a recomputation for you.
However, in case you averaged less than $300 per
month in the six-month period April 1, 1953 through September 30, 1953, it will make no difference provided you
averaged $300 per month in the 27 months from January 1,
1951, through March 31, 1953.
Men eligible for ILWU-PMA Pension, who reach age
68 in October 1953, must retire on November 1, 1953. This
is in accordance with a provision in the Pension Contract.
Eligibles who reach their 65th birthday in October, 1953,
have a choice: they may retire on November 1, or continue
to work in the industry and retire at a later date.
A person receiving Social Security Retirement Pay.
ments may work at a job covered by the Social Security Act,
provided earnings do not exceed $75 per month. When earnings exceed $75 per month, Social Security payments will be
withheld for that month. You cannot seek a job as a Ship
Clerk, Walking Boss Or Longshoreman after retiring on
ILWU-PMA Pension.
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Here Is ILWV Statement

Y NAME IS Harry Bridges. I am president of US Shill
the International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union. Our union bargains on behalf of Import°
all but a handful of longshoremen, marine clerks, and
related waterfront workers on the West Coast, in Brit- 10 took
ish Columbia, in Alaska and in Hawaii.
truck, ra
You have invited me to testify today on maritime carriers.
labor-management relations, with special reference to subsidies
labor-management joint efforts for promotion of the panies a]
US merchant marine and with regard to the economy ries to
of the shipping industry in relation to maritime labor. ships.
The i
We certainly believe that a constructive program responsil
designed to further the interests of the US merchant get back
marine is overdue. The union I represent and espeBut i
cially its waterfront members have a clear and direct adopting
stake in the strength and stability of the shipping in- aiding ti
dustry; their jobs and security depend upon a merthe prot
chant marine which is healthy, stable and progressive ship
opei
in all its component parts, both offshore and domestic. service 1,
This statement today is intended to indicate our ing work
position with regard to measures which will produce panies, b
and maintain such a merchant marine.
ect
i]
by direct
marine

M

rtURIIN

Here is the new Kaiser Foundation hospital at 2425 Geary Boulevard
New Hospital: (San
Francisco) which is nearing completion and will service ILWU
members who are covered by the Kaiser Foundation plan. The medical offices and clinic are already open but the hospital itself is not yet ready to accommodate bed patients.

Local 6 Issues Handy Charts
To Explain Both Welfare Plans

41.

SAN FRANCISCO—Two handy
charts that can be hung on the
wall at home have been issued
by ILWU Local 6 to acquaint
members with the two welfare
plans recently won by the big
warehouse local.
Headed: 'Take This Home to
Your Family; It Can Save You
Money', one chart relates to. the
II a iser Foundation coverage
chosen by some Local 6 members, the other to the Insured
Plan medical coverage. Each
chart provides ready reference information for the ILWU member's family.
RAISER PLAN
The Kaiser Foundation chart
reads:
If you have Kaiser Foundation
(Permanente) coverage, this is
how you and your family members get medical care:
For an appointment with a
doctor
In San Francisco, telephone
JOrdan 7-4400. Your appointment
will be at 2425 Geary Boulevard.
In South San Francisco, telephone JUno 8-5152. Medical offices are at 337 Miller Avenue.
In Oakland, telephone HUmboldt 3-5720. Medical offices are
at 280 West MacArthur Boulevard.
If you do not have an appointment and want to see a doctor
right away, go to any of the above
clinics or 515 Market Street, San
Francisco, YUkon 6-3663. You can
telephone first to find out the
hours this DROP-IN service is
available.
EMERGENCY service is available any time, day or night, at
the following hospitals:
San Francisco-331 Pennsylvania Avenue, Mission 7-8981.
South San Francisco — 500
Grand Avenue, JUno 8-3423,
Oakland-280 West MacArthur
Boulevard. Go to the emergency
room or phone HUmboldt 3-5720.
The Kaiser Foundation also has
facilities you can use in Redwood
City, Richmond, Vallejo, Napa,
Walnut Creek and San Leandro.
When you or your dependents
go to a Kaiser Foundation medical office or hospital, take the
temporary identification card
that has been issued all workers
covered by Perminente. NO

CLAIM FORMS ARE NECESSARY.
A booklet will be issued
describing coverage for you and
your family in detail. If you have
any questions about how to use
the Kaiser Foundation or about
your enrollment or eligibility, see
your steward.
INSURED PLAN
The Insured Plan chart reads:
If you have Insured Plan medical coverage, this is how you and
your family members use it:
When you or your dependents
are Ill and go to a doctor or a
hospital, get a claim form at the
house where you work or at your
Local.
Follow the directions on the
claim form, and send it to the
Welfare Claim Office at 150
Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco. When claiming hospital
benefits, attach the hospital bills.
if the claim form is properly

filled out, you will promptly receive a check in the mail for the
amount of money allowed under
the Insured. Plan Schedule of
Benefits. A booklet giving this
Schedule will be provided you
soon.
Assignment forms are available
in the houses and at your Local,
in case you prefer to have the
money go directly to your doctor
and/or to a hospital.
If you have any questions about
what the benefits are, how to fill
out the forms, or on your enrollment or eligibility, see your
steward.
Both charts are signed by
Richard Lynden, secretary of
Local 6, and Paul Heide, Oakland,
administrative directors.
Charts have also been issued by
the Local's Stockton division,
signed by Business Agent Elvin
Balatti, and by Local 17 in
Sacramento, signed by Secretary
Frank Thompson.

ILWU Vitally Concerned
With Strong Merchant Marine
E HAVE FILED a detailed statement with the
W
committee in order to present our view of and
our suggested solutions to the situation presently
confronting the maritime industry. We have indicated
our position not only as far as labor-management
relations are concerned but we have also stated what
we see to be the main obstacles to building and operating a modern and efficient merchant fleet under
the American flag.
Although I represent a union which is involved in
the shipping industry mainly in terms of shoreside
workers who make a livelihood working both American and foreign flag vessels, nevertheless we are
vitally concerned and affected by what happens to the
fleet operating exclusively under the American flag.
In this respect we want the members of this committee'to bear in mind that the continued decline in
the American merchant fleet will not affect the members of the ILWU as directly or as sharply as American seamen or American shipowners. So long as
cargoes move in and out of American ports, no matter
what the vessel which carries them, American longshoremen will do the loading and discharging. Our
concern with the future prospects of the American
fleet is not, therefore, exclusively from the point of
view of the jobs and the security of our own members.
More than that, the ILWU has an interest and a
concern about the diminishing volume of sea-going
freight, the dwindling number of American flag vessels, unemployment of American seamen, and the folding up of the American maritime shipping companies.
These are broader than our immediate regard for
just longshore labor-management problems: The fact
is that despite certain differences that might exist
between the union and management on other questions, we see some of the economic problems pressing upon the industry today as being of immediate
importance to us.

Merchant Marine Is
A National Problem
ADEQUATE—adequate in sense of fitting the
ANneeds
of sections of the American economy and

Prejudice Gets Another
Blow in Washington. D.C.
WASHINGTON — Another big

step toward elimination of racial
segregation in the nation's capital
was announced September 30
when the management of Loew's
disclosed that its three big downtown theaters will admit Negroes.
The Capitol, one of the three
is h Martin Kaczmark, 65, retired 1LWU
theaters Involved, is the largest
Local 10 longshoreman who left the front on
movie house In Washington. It
features top-level vaudeville also. October 1 after 28 years on the job. Kaczmark lives in Daly City
The other two are the Palace and where he spends his time raising pigeons and canaries, selling
Columbia.
and swapping the birds. (Dispatcher staff photo.)

Bird Man.• Th

its specialized transportation requirements—and an
up to date fleet is the first requisite of an American
merchant marine today. This means that the construction, the maintenance and operation of an American flag fleet in both domestic and foreign trade
should be recognized as an essential national problem.
Thus the need for government aid in many forms including construction and operating subsidies, aid in
the construction of proper berthing facilities, the development of new and improved cargo handling facilities, and the extension of subsidies to operations in
the domestic trade.
The main losses to maritime shipping on the West
Coast have resulted from a sharp decline of coastwise and intercoastal shipping. This happened as a
direct result of government policy during World
War AI when the ships on these runs, either under
government operation or privately, were diverted to
overseas runs as part of the war effort. Since the war,
neither these vessels nor their replacements have returned to their original domestic runs to the same
extent as pre-war.
It has been this all-over decline in coastwise and
intercoastal shipping which largely accounts for the
post-war problems besetting the West Coast industry,
and not—as has been at times erroneously reported—
"waterfront labor difficulties."
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on Ship Subsidies to Senate Committee

Shipping Hit by
iportant Competition

Urges Federal Aid
To Shipping Companies

LURING WORLD WAR II; when the government
took over the ships, cargoes were diverted to
ick, rail, and even a small amount to freight plane
rriers. At the same time the federal policy of
bsidies and aids to the railroads, trucking cornnies and airlines has helped these competing carto retain this traffic which formerly went in
ips.
The federal government has, therefore, a direct
;ponsibility to help the domestic shipping industry
t back on its feet.
But instead of facing up to this responsibility and
opting a national policy aimed at rehabilitating and
ling the maritime industry Congress has added to
e problems by creating new competition for the
ip operators through the MSTS, by permitting civil
rvice longshore operations to reduce the stevedor; work available to the private stevedoring cornnies, by imposing restrictions on foreign trade and
directly subsidizing the rebuilding of the merchant
wine in foreign countries. It is a fact that the for-

s a emen
made by ILWU President
Harry Bridges stanunatrizing a 46-page documented
or+ made by ILWU
re• the Senate
Commiffee inquiring into
fae maritime industry in
Son Francisco last week.
The committee was
staffed by Senators
Charles Potter, Warren
Magnuson (who is the au+Ivor of the screening program) and John M.Butler,
who hopes to place a
ions under the confr
e Subversive Activ
Contro

irrt maritime nations, with their new fast fleets, are
jay driving American ships off the seas partly bel
use of the subsidies they have received from their
rrt and from this government.
This is not to say that we oppose foreign maritime
untrles operating their own fleets over such ocean
utes as they choose. Not at all. But we do feel that
e American fleet has to be helped into a position
kere It can compete successfully.
Our union has its troubles and problems with the
ipowners and the stevedoring companies. Every
ae we sit down to negotiate new contracts or to
ange our existing contracts, the operators complain
nost tearfully about high and constantly increasing
)or costs.
Well, we know labor costs are high, and we know
have helped make them high, and they'll probably
higher. But two or three things should be kept in
nd on this score: First, the labor costs were plenty
v to start with. Second, the workers' dollar today
at an all time low. Third, the subsidies which the
lustrY obviously needs should not come from the
ritime workers in the form of low wages, long
ars, and bad working conditions. Even a return of
industry to the open shop conditions would not
ye the shipowners' dilemma.

N THE OTHER hand, although we as a union do
O
not wholly accept the shipping companies'
plaints about being nearly broke, we

do know their
profit take is not what it used to be. And we don't
buy any ideas that they run ships to give us jobs.
They run ships and move cargoes for a profit as they
always have—but we know, from practical knowledge
of the industry, profits are off, plenty. But, we still
want to see the ships run and cargoes move.
We therefore urge upon this committee a policy
on maritime matters which not only increases federal
aids for the construction"and the operation of American flag vessels but which also eliminates the competition of the MSTS and of civil service longshore gangs.
We believe that steps in this direction are what is
required today, and not empty echoing of the charges
that the West Coast maritime industry is a ghost of its
former self because of bad West Coast labor-management relations.
As a matter of fact, the labor-management relations in longshore are good—they have been that
way for some years past—and as far as we can see
they will remain this way, and probably improve in
the future. This is not to say that everything is perfect or couldn't be improved—far from it. We still
have our problems; there are sporadic stoppages and
there are other differences that arise from time to
time, but we have efficient collective bargaining
machinery to handle our management-labor problems
and to solve them. And we mean to continue to do so.
San Francisco, as the committee has probably already learned, is uniquely a maritime city. And no
group in the city is more aware of this than the longshoremen and warehousemen who are members of the
ILWU. Almost the entire economic life of this community and of its people is tied to the waterfront and
to the trans-Pacific trade which has always flowed
thruogh the Golden Gate. San Francisco and its harbor
has not idly been called the "Gateway to the Pacific."

San Francisco Depends
On the Shipping Industry
ECAUSE THE city is so sensitive to the ups and
B
downs of maritime traffic business generally, the
whole city, and not simply that part directly connected with the waterfront, cannot hope to prosper if
the economic trend on the waterfront is in the other
direction.
Therefore we in the ILWU have an Immediate
union interest in the state of health of the maritime
Industry. These are our members and their families,
working all over San Francisco, whose economic security is directly tied in with what happens to shipping
and cargoes. We have no interest in seeing economic
struggles develop in the maritime industry unless our
members are convinced that their security, their
union, their positions in the community, are being
substantially threatened.
Understanding this, the committee should understand the conclusion reached by our union—and
shared, we might add, by many management groups
—that trans-Pacific trade such as trade with China,
and trade with Eastern Europe, should be re-opened
to American operators and not left exclusively to
their foreign competitors.
For example, we think that a major reason for the
recent reduction in California cotton acreage is the
absence of any cotton shipments to China where there
is a vast market for cotton and textile goods. And
other California products, like cheap dried fruits,
have been cut back as a result of the reduction of
trade with the Eastern European countries.
We cannot have a modern and efficient merchant
marine, even with subsidies, unless we have trade and
cargoes. Trade restrictions, like those presently imposed on China and other parts of the world, inhibit
the growth of a modern American merchant marine.
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NLRB 'Enacts' an Anti-Labor
Law Without Congress Vote
WASHINGTON, D. C.— Egged
on by Eisenhower appointees, the
NLRB is revising its rules to conform with the union-busting pattern of the Butler bill.
Last week-end the board announced an order which has the
effect of outlawing unions whose
officers are indicted on charges
of filing false non-communist affidavits.
Until this order, the Board followed a policy of revoking certification of a union after its
officers were convicted of filing
false non-communist affidavits.
GUILTY FIRST
Under the new order, unions
affected will not be granted an
election unless employers or a
raiding union demand action.
Should an election be ordered,
affected unions will not be certified as bargaining agent until
their officers are cleared.
Immediately affected by the
new ruling are the International
Fur & Leather Workers and the
National Union of Marine Cooks
& Stewards, whose national presidents are now under indictment
on the. T-H oath issue. Five local
unions of UE, Mine-Mill and
Packinghouse are also affected.
The procedure of conviction before trial is a basic gimmick of
the Butler bill. Hearings on this
bill are scheduled to'get under
way early in November.
The new order of the Board
was foreshadowed last week in a
speech by Guy Farmer, Eisenhower appointed chairman of the

Must Eliminate MSTS
Competion With Shippers
OREOVER, WE cannot expect to develop a going

M

American flag fleet so long as the government
contrives to subsidize the competing domestic carriers
lavishly while skimming off the cream of the offshore
traffic and routes through the MSTS.
In conclusion I'd like to point out that even if
these problems upon which I have touched are worked
out, the maritime industry still requires a stable work
force composed of men who are secure on the job
and secure in their futures. Such a work force of
necessity must be organized into trade unions of their
own choosing.
This stable labor force, acting through its trade
union organizations, will not only meet and help solve
the labor-management problems of the industry but
will be able to play a major role in the solution of
other problems as well. The economic and the social
security of the members of the ILWU and of other
maritime unions, are tied into the future of the
maritime industry. As a union, our responsibility to
our members and our obligation to advance their interests necessitates our playing an active role in these
other spheres as well.

WON'T

NLRB. Farmer promised a gathering of business paper editors
that the Board was "formulating
a new and more stringent program" to deal with unions called
"communist dominated."
(See also editorial on page 2,
this issue.)

United Labor
Forum Called
By Gettings
SEATTLE — Taft-Hartley and
attacks on hiring halls were slated
topics for discussion at a united
labor forum sponsored by CIO,
AFL and independent unions October 30.
Panel speakers announced by
Bill Gettings, ILWU Regional
Director and charman of the arrangements committee, included
Hugh B. Mitchell. former US
senator and congressman, and
several Seattle labor and New
Deal attorneys, among them Phillip Poth, Local 19 attorney, who
got his pre-law training On the
waterfront; Presley Gill, legal
authority on union health and
welfare plans for a number of
AFL and independent locals: and
Stimson Bullett, known for his
vigorous opposition to the Slave
Law. Leonard Goldberg, assistant
professor of business law at the
University of Washington, served
as Moderator.
WORK TOGETHER
The forum, Gettings said, came
about as a "result of our realization that it is necessary to start
working together NOW to find
effective means of combatting
the attacks against our unions
through closer cooperation in
united action."
Decisions on bow to implement
the fight against the repressive
laws would have to be made by
"union members in their own
union meetings," the ILWU
leader explained. The forum was
designed to serve as a clearing
house for questions and discussion on the slave law and current
attacks on rotary hiring. -

Ike Reneges on
Immigration Act

Follows Dad:
Robert F. Davenport at 25 h
1LWU Local 54 Dispatcher at
Stockton. It is his first term.
He has been six years on the
waterfront. His father has been
a longshoreman in the Port of
Stocktop for many years.

WASHINGTON — Asked
whether he will insist on elimination of the discriminatory features of the ivIcCarran- Walter
Immigration Act, which he mentioned in his State of the Union
message, President Eisenhower
told reporters October 8 he could
not say such action was on his
must list. He said it would depend on whether the people administering the act still think it
needs to be corrected.
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ILWU LOCAL 6 MEMBERS VOTE IN SAN FRANCISCO

ILWU Local 6 members in San Francisco cast their secret ballots for officers, business agents and dispatchers on October 20.
The sequence of pictures shows the members entering Polk Hall at the Civic Auditorium Building, registering and picking up
their ballots, marking their ballots and placing them in sealed box. For results of the election in all Local 6 units see Page I.
(Dispatcher Staff photos were taken between 4 and 6 p.m. when balloting wa s at its height.)

Bridges Calls for Aid to ILWU Attorney Shibley
Shippers; More Trade Goes on Trial for Contempt

of the Southern California Boat
Builders Association.
This witness had complained
that Congress had killed a proposed tariff on frozen Japanese
tuna. As a result, he told the
congressmen, the tuna fishermen
of the Pacific Coast were on the
beach.
Senator Butler, with a proud
grin, stated for the record: "I
killed that bill!"
The ship-builders' spokesman
said, "Maybe you should go down
to San Diego some Lime, Senator,
and see all the fishermen on the
beach, their boats laid up, their
families without earnings."
"Well," said Butler, whose current bill before Congress would
make all unions subject to a special union busting Subversive Activities Control Board, "there was
quite a debate about this in Congress, but a lot of us who believe
in free trade saw to it that the
OPERATORS' PLAINTS
The 3-day subcommittee hear- bill was killed."
The implication of the stateings heard representatives of the
Pacific American Steamship As- ment was plain: that powerful
sociation, Pope & Talbot Lines, congressmen were in favor of
American President Lines, Alaska "free trade" for Japanese tuna
Steamship Company, Pacific Mari- interests and didn't particularly
time Association, Matson, Oliver care what happened to the AmerJ. Olson, Luckenbach and many ican tuna-fishing fleet.
shippers of products in foreign
The appearance of ILWU Presiand domestic commerce.
dent Harry Bridges caused a
Most of these executives were standing-room-only jam in the
unanimous in calling on the gov- committee room for the first time
ernment for:
• Subsidies in construction and during the 3-day hearings.
operation of ships;
• Elimination of competition
by Military Sea Transport Service,
which is taking a great deal of
cargo and passenger business
away from privately-owned lines;
• Lower Panama Canal tolls;
SAN FRANCISCO—A meeting
• Some way to combat compe- of more than 100 retired ILWU
tition by foreign flag vessels dock workers held here on Octowhich, they charged, receive ber 16 voted to throw a social
favors that are discriminatory to function some time this fall or
American flag vessels.
winter, as a get - together for
All complained of high labor ILWU oldtimers and their wives.
costs and terminal operating
A committee of 6 retired dockcosts.
ers will work with the ILWU La"I KILLED IT!"
dies Auxiliary to organize the afAn admission interesting to fair. The committee consists of
ILWU members was made by Bill O'Leary (Local 10), Sophia
Senator Butler during the course Larsen (Local 10), Robert Christ
of testimony by a representative (Local 10), Ed Zeisig (Local 34),
(Continued from Page 1)
Bridges—'You invited me here
to speak of economic matters and
you are talking about political
matters now. The business men
to whom I've spoken have asked
me,'Why don't you do something
about China trade?' I said, 'Why
don't you do something? I've
got my neck out far enough.'
Magnuson—"Senators have long
necks, too. I agree that if there
should ever be a stable peace, we
might well trade with them. But
not so long as they are killing
out kids—we shouldn't even send
a piece of cotton to them."
Bridges—"Well, I know this
much: that either with our help
or without it, most of the countries of the world are trading
with these nations, and if we
don't get sonic of that trade
pretty soon, we're never going
to get it."

LOS ANGELES — The trial of
George Shibley, well-known Long
Beach labor attorney and attorney for ILWU Local 13 in Wilmington, on nine counts of
"contempt of the Marine Corps,"
got under way last week in Federal Judge James Carter's court.
Shibley's indictment, under the
Universal Code of Military Justice, followed his defense of Master Sergeant John R. Bennette, a
member of Local 13. Bennette
had been charged with accepting
money from enlisted men for
rides into town from the El Toro
Air Base. Although the original
court-martial found Bennette
"guilty" and fined him $300, the
sentence was later reviewed and
annulled.
Shibley had written to the commandant of the Marine Corps in
Washington and to President Truman protesting against the methods used in the court-martial.
When the beef bouneed back
to Marine Corps brass here, Shibley was summoned before a court
of inquiry. When he refused to
answer questions on the basis of
the confidential relationship be.
tween an attorney and his client,
the Marine Corps got the 9-count
indictment against him from US
District Attorney Walter Binns.
Early this year, when Shibley
refused to answer another request

sr Pensioners 1121oat
Plan Winter Function
Chris Moxnes (Local 91) and Karl
Olsen (Local 10).
The oldtimers meeting was
chaired by Henry Schmidt, ILWU
Pension Director, and was addressed by Ann Waybur of the
Pension Fund, who answered
questions of the retired dockers
on both pensions and welfare.
Two films were viewed by the
assembled oldtimers: a cartoon
film on the subject of obesity
(over-weight )and a travel film
about Scandinavia.

to come to the air base for further questioning, armed Shore
Patrolmen went to his Long
Beach office and forced Shibley
to come to the base with them.
Attorney Dan Marshall, prominent in Los Angeles for his civil
rights cases, accompanied Shibley
to the base, but was not allowed
to act as Shibley's attorney. Marshall is sitting in on the trial
before Judge Carter, but Shibley
is acting as his own attorney.
Members of Local 13 have voluntarily assessed themselves a
dollar each to raise funds for the
defense of Shibley. The local
itself also advanced a considerable sum of money for the legal
expenses.
More than fifty lawyers in the
Southern California area have
come to Shibley's defense and
signed themselves as attorneys of
record.
A second indictment charging
that Shibley had influenced the
"theft of stenographic records of
the court of inquiry proceedings"
has also been issued by the government. Trial on this charge
will be delayed until the present
trial is completed.
Local 13 this week is preparIng a letter to all ILWU locals
asking for financial assistance in
this fight. The 10th Biennial Convention of ILWU pledged full
support to Shibley last April.

Bakke td Speak
At Foreign-Born Dinner
LOS ANGELES — Speakers at
the Third Annual Testimonial
Dinner on November 8 honoring
attorneys defending the foreign
born will be Germain Bulcke,
vice-president of the International
Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union, and Louise Pettibone Smith, professor emeritus
of biblical history at Wellesley
College, the Los Angeles Committee for Protection of Foreign
Born announced this week.

Local 6
Election
Results
(Continued from Page 1)
challenger Lou Santos by vote of
1,272 to 1,258.
1954 board of trustees will he
comprised of Betty de Losada
(1,746), Al Harman (1,378), and
LeRoy King (1,378). Defeated for
the board were: Tom Gaetano
Alessandra and John E. Peters.
The general executive board
will consist of: Hosey Spears
(1,496), Ernest Alchermes
(1,367), Tom Norton (1,494), Sam
Kratzmar (1,367), Richard Moore
(1,626), Red Macdonald (1,611),
and Max Brundage (1,359).
In the Oakland Division, Business Agent Paul Heide, running
unopposed, was re-elected by a
vote of 1,917.
Only contest in this division
will be a run-off for Business
Agent B between Ed Newman
(910) and Joe Masques (659).
Joe Zuber and Durnise (Don)
Ellis also-ran. The run-off election will be held November 10
in Hayward, and November 12 in
Oakland and El Cerrito. Ballots
will be counted on November 14.
Joe Coelho won the post of
Business Agent C with 1,544
votes, for 606 racked up by
George Parker. Bill Burke was
re-elected to his job of Business
Agent D with 1,521 votes, against
Bob Monzo's 670.
Oakland Division dispatcher
will be Joe Gomes (2,129); the
board of trustees will consist of
Jim Nelson, Dave 'Wilson and
Louis Gonick, and the general
executive board will be staffed
by Jack Scott, George Robertson,
Bertha Schmidt, Ann Adams,
Willie Morgan, Larnel Gibson,
Bob Moore and Charles A. Brown.
OTHER RESULTS
In the Stockton Division, the
following were elected: Business
agent, Elvin Balatti; sergeant-atarms, Jennie Sheppard; board of
trustees, Sam Oliver; general executive board, Vincent Cabebe.
Redwood City found E. L. Conwell elected chairman; Gilbert
Byrne, secretary; Ralph Jaime,
Elmer Buchanan and It. Corley
for the general executive board,
and Ora L. Dearinger to the board
of trustees.
In Crockett, August (Hain "n'
Eggs) Hemenez made a comeback and was elected business
agent over incumbent Bruno
Duca by a vote of 218 to 157.
Dick Donahue was made dispatcher (205) over Dona Lucei
(167); C. Rose will be chairman,
Austin F. Regan will be recording secretary, Harry McCall was
elected to the board of trustees;
T. C. Roncone and Thomas Chrzanowski were placed on the general executive board; James
Harris made the general executive board in Port Cos-ta, and Joe
Angotti was elected sergeant-atarms.

Hallinans Open
Their Defense
SAN FRANCISCO—Vivian and
Vincent Hallinan opened their
defense in their trial for alleged
evasion of income taxes here on
October 26.
The prominent San Franchico
couple (Vincent Hallinan spent
6 months in prison for his defense of Bridges, Robertson and
Schmidt) are charged with evading over $65,000 in taxes during
1946-1950.
Government attorneys and
agents of the Bureau of Internal
Revenue have tried for 5 weeks
to prove that the Hallinans wilfully evaded taxes by concealing
their income and taking unlawful
deductions for business expenses.
The government contends the
prominent attorney did not keep
any records of his law firm, despite the introduction into evidence of bales of check books,
"work sheets" used in computing
Income taxes, cancelled checks
and miscellaneous documents.
The Hallinans have insisted
that they do not owe the government a penny, and that their current trial is part of a pattern of
persecution that began when the
attorney represented the BRS defendants.
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XL WI] CARGO HANDLING 3. RAW SUGAR
Ships loaded with raw sugar arrive at Crockett from
the Hawaiian Islands, where they are unloaded at the
C & H Refinery by ILWU longshoremen.
The photographs on this page show how the job is
done. The Hawaiian Refiner is tied up at the pier (upper
left) loaded with bulk sugar in four holds and three
"marine legs" discharge it.
in upper right photo, the bottom of the marine leg
has been lowered into place in the hold of the ship. It
consists of a continuous chain of buckets that scoop the
sugar up and carry it aloft on a moving belt. The man
seated beside the apparatus controls a large scoop that
brings the sugar to the operating end of the "leg."
In picture at left below the ship is a close-shot of
the control box which lies on the lap of a winch-driver.
This control box operates the scoop (seen in the bottom
left photo) which shoves the raw sugar over to the
"leg," where the buckets pick it up and carry it to conveyor belts which finally deliver it to huge storage vats
in the refinery. The marine leg itself is seen in two closeshots—one from the side and one looking up at it from
bottom of hold.(Right hand side of page.)
The raw sugar is refined and packaged and sent out
all over the nation, end product of the labor of some
20.000 ILWU sugar workers in Ike Territory of Hawaii.
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Two ILWU
Locals Plead
For Wells

Now

DON'T TRY To TELL ME Cca,MPANY POSTERS
ARE
EFFECTNE!

New Base
Local 26
Rate Won • Kids Camp
in Compress Gets Aid

WILMINGTON—A new base
rate of $2.16* an hour, to keep
ILWU Local 26 members at the
highest rate in the industry, was
won last week at Western Compress through negotiations.
The wage increase is retroaative to September 1.
Other contract changes included improvements in health
and welfare provisions and holiday nay,
qualifying hours for coverage
by the employer-paid
Warehouaemen's Health and Welfare
Plan, was redured from 120 hours
worked a month, to 80 hours.
After a man works 1,344
hours, he is guatstiteed coverage
by the health and welfare plan
tor the full calendar year.
Workers employed a minimum
of 20 hours during .a piek roll
week in which a holiday falls,
will receive 8 hours pay for the
holiday not worked. The eon
trait provides for six holidays a
year.
Negotiators were Milton
Spat-s, Oliver Nash, Rafe Tave,
and Howard Perkins. They were
assisted by Business Agent Lloyd
Seel Igor,

How Subversive
Can You Get?
P 'MENA. Calif.—Mr. and
lats. Robert Gray think the
Pasadena school system may
be carrying its "loyalty" oath
program too far.
Their 3-year-old daughter
Janet earned $3 modeling for
Muir Junior College art class.
She posed for four hours at 75
cents an hour.
When Alt's. Gray tried to col•
ect her little girl's pay, she
was told by the school paymaster's office that Janet
would have to sign a -loyalty"
oath.
"But she can't write," the
mother explained.
The pay clerk handed the
oath form to Mrs. Gray to sign
Fur her daughter. She read
the form and then protested:
-How can I swear for my 3sear-old child that 'within five
years immediately- preceding
this oath' she has not been a
member of any organization
tied advocates overthrow of
the government? I haven't
known her that long."
"No exceptions." the clerk
plied. "No oath, no pay."

FONTANA— Members of
ILWU Local 26, employed at the
Philip R. Park Mills here, took
up a voluntary collection of $1
each in the fund drive to raise
money toward establishment of
an ILWU Children's Summer
Camp in the Los Angeles area.
The Summer Camp, although
intended primarily for children
ef Local 26 members, will be open
to the children of members of any
other union.
Local 26 and recently-chartered
ILWU Women's Auxiliary 28 are
undertaking the camp as a joint
venture. First fund raising affair
was the recent picnic, when an
estimated 2,500 persons turned
out for the all-day affair.
Park workers who contributed
are:
Cruz Chavez, Jesus Chavez,
Ralph H. Sykes, Tommy Aparicio,
Pedro Cadena, Donald Crosby,
John Weipert, Dolores Fraijo,
Tony Melendrey, Luis Garcia, C.
Leyva, David Lujano, Percy Frost
and Manuel Seanez.

Dad of Local 13
V-P Passes on
WILMINGTON — Henry C.
Mevert, father of Elmer Mevert,
vice-president of ILWU Local 13
here, died on September 29, it
was learned by The Dispatcher
this week.
The elder Mevert was a retired
member of the longshore local
here, and had been a working
trade-unionist all his life, having
been affiliated at various times
with the Brewery Workers Union, United Mine Workers, Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen
and ILWU.
He started longshore work on
the Los Angeles waterfront after
World War I, having been blackballed off the Santa Fe Railroad'
and was active during the 1934
strike.
Mevert succumbed to a stroke
and was buried from Christ Lutheran Church in San Pedro on
October 2. OIdtimers and younger
workers feel his loss, as he was
well-known to all dockers on the
waterfront.
BOSTON—Direct private investment of American capital
abroad has reached $1.5 billion,
President William S. Swingle of
the National Foreign Trade Council said here September 30.

SAN FRANCISCO — Two powerful ILWU locals have added
their voices to the rising demand
for executive clemency for Wesley Robert Wells, Negro prisoner
facing death in San Quentin's gas
chamber for throwing a cuspidor
at a guard.
The Supreme Court of the
United States on October 19 refused to grant a review to Welts,
and his attorneys are now 'considering the next steps to be
taken to save him from execution.
ILWU ACTIONS
At its 10th Biennial Convention
ILWU asked for clemency fir
Wells, calling upon the then Governor (Earl Warren) and California's attorney general to "cease
and desist in their efforts to have
Wells executed ..."
The Northern California District Council of 1L'WU has already
pleaded for his life, and on Cietober 12 identical letters were sent
to Governor Goodwin Knight and
Attorney General Edmund Brown
by Newton Miyagi, secretarytreasurer of ILWU Local 142
(Hawaii) urging consideration
for the prisoner.
... We in Hawaii," said
Miyagi's letter, "have seen the
discrimination against Negro people during our trips to the mainland, and we are convineed that
something should be done to correct such discrimination.
"The case of Wesley Robert
Wells clearly shows this racial
discrimination against Negroes,
especially when the prison guard
provoked Wells- into throwing a
cuspidor at him."
LOCAL 6 ACTION
Under California law, a lifeterm prisoner who assaults a
prison guard may be executed.
Wells' sentence has never been
fixed by the Adult Authority, apparently with the intention of
giving him what amounts to a
life sentence.
On October 26 ILWU Local 6
sent a night letter to Governor
Knight, pleading for Wells' life
in the following terms:
"Twelve thousand Bay Area
warehouse men and women urge
you grant executive clemency to
Wesley Robert Wells. We consider that freak provision of law
regarding indeterminate sentences brings this man, who took
no life, to the threshold of death.
We believe that deep - grained
racial feelings will be profoundly
stimulated if Wells' life is not
spared. We are in complete accord with the opinion of Federal
Judge Louis Goodman. that Wells
was denied due process of law
and the equal protection of the
law, contrary to the 14th Amendment of the Constitution. We
think you can reassure the thousands of insecure Negro voters
that under your administration
all citizens will share justice
equally regardless of race or
color. The issue here is not one
of freeing Wells, but of sparing
his life. No other man has ever
lost his life in California under
the circumstances that exist in
this case. Trusting you will give
our suggestion the utmost consideration, and with kindest personal
regards."
The letter was signed by
Charles Duarte, President, and
Richard Lynderi, Secretary-Treasurer, of the big warehouse local.

Wayne Morse Hits
At Eisenhower Deals
PORTLAND, Ore.—Senator
Wayne L. Morse (Ind, .Ore.) attacked the "hard money" and
giveaway policies of the Eisenhower administration in a speech
•at Reed College here. He also
trounced Oregon's senior senator,
Guy Cordon (R), for his stand
on the tidelands oil bill and
charged that Cordon "couldn't
even give the boundaries of the
land proposed to be given away."
Earlier in the day, Morse took
on Governor Paul Patterson, saying he knew an anti public power
governor when he saw one. Morse
said the state "might as well have
the head of the American Utilities Association sitting in the
governor's chair."

e

ILWU Book Club Asks
Advice from Its Readers
The ILWU Book Club is planning to branch out into a
number of new areas. One area is sports. Another is health.
Besides these, we have a large number of other areas
under consideration.
This does not mean that we do not Intend to offer books
on political and economic questions along the lines of
many of the books already available through the ILWU
Book Club. Our idea is simply to add a number of new
lines which may be of interest to other members.
Before going much further along the new lines, we'd
like some advice and suggestions from the membership.
We want to offer good books with the widest possible appeal and cheap in price.
It would be a real assistance to us in selecting books if
you would check the attached list and send it in. We
would also welcome specific suggestions of titles which
you think we should consider.
Check the kinds of books you would like to have the
Book Club offer.
SPORTS
Baseball
Fikning
Other (specify)

Boating
........ Horseracing

HEALTH
Home handbook on health and
Diet and
nutrition .
Other (Specify)
.....
"HOW-TO-DO-IT" BOOKS ON—
Home repair
and upkeep
Cooking

diseases.
How to reduce
First aid
Home accidents

it

ha
eve

Furniture making
Other (specify)

OLD'AGE
Activities for
the retired
To retire or
not to retire
.NOVELS

Health and
old age
Other (specify)

TRAVEL
Classics
.. . Sea Stories
..... Modern Novels
..... Historical
CHILD-CARE
Novels

CHILDREN'S BOOKS

ART

HISTORY
Suggestions of specific titles

Mail to: ILWU Book.Club
150 Golden Gate Avenue,
San Francisco, California.

EMU Book Club List
ILWU Book Club,
American Im150 Golden Gate Ave.,
perialism, by Victor Perlo,
San Francisco 2, Calif.
Cee $1.00 (paper);
Please send me (postpaid)
(copies) The F.B.I., by
the books I have checked off
Max Lowenthal, (e). $3.75
below. I enclose the correct
(cloth);
sum in check or money-order.
(copies) A Funeral for
(Price includes California
Sabella, by Robert Travsales tax.)
ers, @ $1.00 (cloth);
(copies) The Mooney Case,
(copies) Murder, Inc., by
by Ernest Jerome Hopkins,
Feder & Turkus, () $0.40
Co $1.00 (cloth);
(paper);
(copies) Labor Fact Book
...(copies) Man's Worldly
XI, by Labor Research
Goods, by Leo Huberman,
Assn., ict $1.50 (cloth);
@ $1.00 (Paper);
.— (copies) Freedom Road,
by Howard Fast, © $0.75 - (copies) The Big Strike,
by Mike Quin, e $0.10
(paper);
(paper);
(copies) The American,
(copies) John L. Lewis,
by Howard Fast, 6 $1.00
by Saul Alinsky, e $1.00
(cioti)i
(cloth);
Spartacus, by
Howard Fast, @ $0.75 —. (copies) We Can Be
Friends, by Carl Marzani
(paper);
@ $0.75 (paper);
__ (copies) The Bending
Jaek London,
Cross, by Ray Ginger, Q:1)
American Rebel, by Philip
$0,75 (cloth);
S. Foner, e $1.00 (cloth).
(copies) American Labor
a
Leaders, by Charles Madi-* Pamphlets:
son, (en $2,75 (cloth);
...... (copies) Courage Is Contagious, 0) $0.15;
._ (copies) Peace, War &
You, by Jerome Davis, (4)
(eopies) McCarthy Report
$1.00 (paper);
Pamphlet, @, $0.10;
(Name)
(Address).
(City)
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un

(Local)..............—..-..-.....
•
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ILWU Unify
Group Meets
In Alaska
KETCHIKAN, Alaska—A meeting of the ILWU Industrial Unity
Council was held here on October 21 to hear reports from various ILWU bodies in the Alaskan
area.
A report was made to the Council on the recent visit of ILWU
Second Vice-President Germain
BuIcke, who was in Alaska from
October 1 to 3, but was unable to
stay for the Council meeting.
It was also reported that Bob
secretary of ILWU
Cummings,
SO
ODD ABOUT IT
"WHAT'S
Local 3 (fish) was in Ketchikan
'YOU KNOW THESE NON-UNION
attend meetings
LABORER'S JUST MAKE A BARE on October 13 tofishing
situation.
on the herring
LIVING!"
CANNERY PROBLEMS
It was reported by representatives of ILWU Local 61-C (cannery workers) that they had sent
their secretary, Ruby Currie, to
Juneau to represent them at the
hearings of the Employment Security Commission.
The cannery workers are seriSAN FRANCISCO—The board ously affected by the seasonality
of trustees of ILWU Local 6, of the canning industry, and hope
meeting on September 30, voted eventually to do away with it ento donate $200 to the defense of tirely. A conference was held in
Hugh Bryson, president of the Juneau on September 29 and 30
National Union of Marine Cooks for the express purpose of secur& Stewards.
ing aid for the relief of distressed
Bryson faces trial this fall on fishermen.
Taft-Hartley charges of having
This meeting was called by
-falsified his "non • Communist" Alaska's delegate to Congress,
affidavit.
E. L. Barlett, and Henry A. BenThe board of trustees also son, Commissioner of Labor. No
voted to set up committees in definite action was taken, howeach division of the warehouse ever, which would get to the root
local to sell 50-cent and $1 de- of the problem: how to assist
fense stamps for Bryson's benefit thousands of fishermen who face
In a similar action, ILWU Lo- actual starvation in the Territory
cal 13 in San Pedro called for a of Alaska.
$1 voluntary assessment for Bry- ON SEASONALITY
son's defense, to be paid at the
A caucus of the Democratic
local's dues windows. Bryson precinct, which was held in Ketspoke to the longshore local at chikan on October 14 produced
its first October meeting.
some resolutions of interest to
On October 14, Antonio Ranla, ILWU. They included one to
in
142
president of ILWU Local
eliminate the seasonality proviHawaii, mailed to Hugh Bryson sions of the Unemployment Coma check in the sum of $285.45, pensation Act. Another resolution
which he stated was the big opposed herring fishing for reHawaii local's "first round" con- duction purposes during the wintribution to the MCS Defense ter months.
Committee.
The ILWU Industrial Unity
In his letter, Ramie said: "We Council will sponsor meetings of
the
feel this is an investment in
fishermen during the winter seafuture security of our union, as son, to discuss problems facing
well as yours, because the entire these workers in the Territory,
labor movement is in danger to- according to John E. Rabin, its
day with such laws as the Taft- secretary.
Hartley Act on the books. You
Representatives of the Alaska
can expect additional support Department of Fisheries have
in
Hawaii—your promised to lecture to the fisherfrom our union
fight is our fight."
men on the work the department
Is doing to re-stock streams, clear
streams and cher aspects of research.

ILWU Locals
Donate to
Bryson Case

JURY BRANDS A
NOTORIOUS LIAR

NEW YORK—Paul C. Crouch,
who was proved to be a perjurer
In the Bridges-Robertson-Schmidt
case, was found to be a liar by a
federal jury here on October 18,
when it awarded $5,000 in damages to Armand E. Scala in a
suit brought against Crouch and
the Hearst publications.
Scala, former flight service
chairman of the CIO Transport
Workers Union Airlines Local
500, sued after a story published
In 1949, and written by Crouch,
called him "the chief courier for
the (Communist) party in South
Ainerica."
In the BRS case Crouch
claimed to have seen ILWU
President Harry Bridges at a
"central committee meeting," of
the Communist Party in New
York when Bridges was proved
by Stockton newspapers to have
been addressing a union meeting
there at the very same time. No
action was taken against the perjurer.
Crouch is a permanent government witness in Smith Act cases
and also appeared in Honolulu
against ILWU Regional Director
Jack W. Hall, during his recent
Smith Act trial.

James Harris Elected
Pres. of ILWU Local 61
KETCHIKAN, Alaska — At its
regular meeting on October 12,
ILWU Local 61 here (warehouse)
elected James Harris as its president, Ira L. Brougher vice-president and William Ihly, secretarytreasurer.

President Harry Bridges speaking at the October 16 dinner
Bryson Defense.. ILWU
in San Francisco, organized for the defense of MCS President Hugh

Bryson in his coming Taft-Hartley trial. Seated at Bridges' left is Mrs. Nancy Bridges. On his
right (standing) is MCS Secretary-Treasurer Joe Johnson, Hugh Bryson and Mrs. Vera Bryson.
Behind her, a glimpse of ILWU Local 6 President Charles (Chili) Duarte, ILWU Secretary-Treasurer Louis Goldblatt and Mrs. Terry Goldblatf. Eddie Tangen SF port agent, end of table.

Business Man Now
Heads Labor Dept.
WASHINGTON — James P.
Mitchell, 50, vice - president of
Bloomingdale Brothers, Inc., New
York department store, was
sworn in as Secretary of Labor
October 9 to succeed Martin P.
Durkin, president of the AFL
Plumbers Union, who resigned
because President Eisenhower
went back on a promise to support 19 amendments to the Taftliartley Act. '
President A. J. Hayes of International Association of Machinists
(AFL), mimicking the sardonic
remark of the late Senator Robert A. Taft (R, 0.) when Eisenhower selected Durkin for the
job, said of the Mitchell appointment: "ll'Eeincredible. Now even
the Labor Department has been
turned over to business."
Mitchell was born November
12, 1902, in Elizabeth, N. J. He
worked his way up to managerial
status in the Western Electric
Co., starting in the Kearny, N. J.,
plant. He left the company for
labor relations work with the
Works Progress Administration
during the depression and later
became personnel and labor relations man for the Army. In 1945
he went to Macy's as personnel
director, and in 1947 moved to
Bloomingdale's. He is on leave
from his vice - presidency there
and has been acting as assistant
Army secretary in charge of manpower. He is a Republican and,
like Durkin, the only Catholic in
the Cabinet

ILWU President Bridges Hits at
Indictment of MCS' Hugh Bryson
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU
President Harry Bridges told a
dinner audience of 400 people
here on October 16 that the TaftHartley indictment of Hugh Bryson, president of the National Union of Marine Cooks & Stewards
was an old technique—the technique of dividing and conquering
the people.
"The purpose," said the ILWU
president, "is to split and destroy
those who stand on principle for
the unity of the people, against
war and for peace.
"The real Iron Curtain," Bridges said, "is the one that is being
hung around the United States of
America, and the thoughts and
liberties of our people.
"Any attempt to expose the nature of this iron curtain meets
with the wrath of those who are
the enemies of the people."
The occasion for Bridges' address was a dinner held at the
Hotel Bellevue here under the
auspices of the MCS Defense
Committee that is raising funds
to fight Bryson's indictment for
alleged falsification of his TaftHartley affidavit.
The MCS president has been indicted three times on the same
charge and will ultimately face
trial in Washington, D. C. under

the third indictment which charges him with lying when he denied membership in the Communist Party, affiliation with that
party, and association with an organization that advocates the
overthrow of the government by
force and violence.
• On the subject of force and
violence, the 1LWU president told
the assembled trade unionists at
the Bryson dinner that " . . .
those who are most vocal in their
opposition to force and violence
are the very same people who do
not hesitate to use it all over the
world today. Those who insist
most loudly that they are interested in strengthening the tradeunion movement, are the very
people who want to destroy it and
are attempting to destroy it?'
BRYSON SPEAKS
The MCS president told the dinner guests that he had signed.his
Taft -Hartley affidavit in good
faith.
"The attack is therefore not
only against use, but it is against

the union and its meniliere,
against trade unionism itself. It
is intended to return glingsterians
to the West Coast.
"Every basic principle of out
democracy is involved in this at.
tack," Bryson said.
Joe Johnson, national secretary-treasurer of MCS, was the
master of ceremonies for the banquet, which was also addressed by
ILWU Local 6 president Charles
(Chile) Duarte, Dr, Carleton
Goodlett, prominent San Francisco Negro leader, and Maurice
Travis, secretary-treasurer of the
International Union of Mine, Mill
& Smelter Workers.
Large delegations from Mine
Mill, the United Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers, and limnvidual AFL, CIO and other union
leaders were present, including
Louis Goldblatt, ILWU secretarytreasurer.
ILWU at its 10th Biennial Convention last April pledged full
support to the defense of Bryson,
recognizing it as one step in an
ultimate attack on ILWU itself.

New California •
Anti-Labor Probe
SACRAMENTO — Chairman F.
Presley Abshire (R) of the State
Senate interim committee on
labor has named a subcommittee
to investigate charges that local
unions in California are being
"dominated" by their international officers.
The new anti-utilon probe was
authorized in a measure sneaked
through in the closing days of
the legislature without giving
unions an opportunity to oppose
S
Abshire said the inquiry would
be limited to determining
whether and to what extent international officers "have taken over
control and administration of local unions and deprived the latter
of their right to elect their own
officers, administer their own
finances or receive proper atcounting of funds."
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To Your Health!
One of a Series of Articles
On Your Health 8.: Welfare

Use of X-Ray and Other Tests

general view of the ILWU Local 142 convention held in
Hawaii Convention: AHonolulu,
October 15 to 18. ILWU First Vice-President J. R.
(Bob) Robertson is seen addressing the delegates, over 250 of them—who came from all the
islands of the Territory to discuss sugar, pineapple, longshore and miscellaneous problems of the
Island membership. (See page 1 stories on convention and sugar strike-vote.)

ILWU Local 142 Convention in
Vow to'Make This a Sugar Year'
(Continued from Page I)
First to pledge support to the
sugar workers in the event they
are forced to "hit the bricks,"
was ILWU First Vice-President
J. It. (Bob) Robertson. He told
delegates the International Union
Is "ready to roll."
Robertson was given a loud ovation by the delegates, as was Mr.
Willard K. Bassett, administrative
assistant to Mayor John H.
Wilson.
Speaking for the chief executive of the city and county, Bassett said the sugar workers are
entitled to "victory upon victory."
Called to order by President
Antonio Rania, the delegates
opened the convention by singing
the national anthem.
The Reverend E. C. Yadao gave
the invocation. He asked divine
guidance for the sugar workers
and the employers "in an effort
to resolve our difficulties."
MAYOR'S AIDE TALKS
After the invocation Mr. Bassett stepped to the speaker's platform and welcomed the unionists
in behalf of the mayor who was
unable to attend because of a
minor illness.
W.K.B., as the mayor's assistant
is called, laid into the administration of Gov. Samuel Wilder King.
He accused the newspapers of
"not telling you" the facts regarding labor disputes and political
controversies.
W.K.B. charged that "seven big
advertisers*" are able to exert a
domineering Influence over the
Territory's two major daily newspapers. "I don't blame the reporters," he said, looking at the
press table. "Most of the time,"
he added, "they don't believe 90
per cent of what they read on the
editorial pages . of their own
papers."
The afternoon session of the
first day was taken up by the
delegates hearing a report of "offthe-record" discussions that took
place between the sugar industry
spokesmen and union negotiators.
Hall denounced the industry
for refusing to bargain "realistically." He said some industry representatives "feel that we are
weak and won't put up a fight."
HALL SPEAKS
The veteran Hawaii ILWU Regional Director said the union
should adopt the polkcy of President Theodore Roosevelt, who
said "speak softly, but carry a
big stick."
Speaking for the sugar negotiating committee, Hall recommended the delegates vote to recommend to the sugar workers
that they authorize their negotiators to can a strike if necessary
to reach an agreement. This recommendation brought the loudest
applause heard during the fourday meet.
Included in the Regional Director's report were remarks about
the condition of other sections of
the ILWU in Hawaii.
He charged the pineapple industry with "not telling us the
truth" during negotiations held
earlier this year. This was a ref-

erence to an "inability-to-pay" •Continued support for Jack
contention put forth by industry Hall; opposition to a sales tax;
support for the United Public
spokesmen.
After the Report of the Re- Workers; opposition to incentive
gional Director the delegates (speedup plans); urging indebroke up into committees and the pendent political action; calling
for world peace; calling for memconvention got down to work.
bers to buy union - made goods;
Convention actions included:
and many others.
* Passage of resolution urging
On Saturday the delegates did
sugar workers to arm their negotiators with the authority to call not hold their usual night session.
for strike action if direct nego- Instead they went to the Queen's
tiations fail to bring about an Surf for kaukau. Because the
convention was scheduled to adagreement.
journ late Saturday afternoon, the
•Selection of Hilo, Hawaii, as pre-convention committee made
the site of the next convention, arrangements with the restaurant
and decision to hold conventions for the convention dinner to be
biennially instead of every year. held that evening. However, be•Nominated candidates for local cause it was impossible to take
offices.
care of unfinished business, the
Passed numerous resolutions delegates recessed, went to the
and adopted policy statements, banquet and continued their deliberations the next day.
including:

Doctors use x-ray and laboratory tests to help diagnose
sickness. Sometimes these tests are the only sure way of finding out if a person has a disease.
X-ray and laboratory Work can run into considerable
money, but ILWU members and families covered under the
union's welfare plans are protected against all or part of the
bills and need not hesitate to use these aids to modern medical care.
Longshoremen, shipsclerks and walking bosses and warehousemen and women covered under group service plans like
the Kaiser Foundation get all x-ray and laboratory work
free of charge with no limits. Their families have the same
complete coverage, except that dependents under the Warehousemen's Health and Welfare Fund in Los Angeles pay
half rates.
Members and families under the various insured plans
are entitled to reimbursement for x-ray and laboratory tests,
with money and time limits. For instance, Local 6's insured
plan allows $50 worth of such tests outside of hospitals per
condition.
USE OF X-RAY TESTS
One of the tests most often used is the chest x-ray, which
can be obtained free of charge from the Tuberculosis Association in the community as well as through the welfare
plans. Members and families with insured plan coverage
would do well to get their chest x-rays through the community agency in order not to use up their limited welfare
benefits.
Chest x-rays, recommended as a regular yearly health cheek, not only show up tuberculosis spots but abnormalities
In the shape of the heart and evidence of lung cancer.
Other much-used x-ray tests include the GI series, the
gall bladder series and the barium enema, which are given
people with symptoms of illness in the stomach and intestines. A major purpose is determining the presence or absence of cancer. The GI series also detect ulcers. However,
many organs do not show up and x-rays are not used, for
instance, in diagnosing liver disease ,or appendicitis.
Many laboratory tests are used for diagnosing many different kinds of diseases.
USE OF BLOOD 'TESTS
Among them blood tests are of great importance, because
almost everything that happens in the body is reflected in
the blood.
The blood sugar test is for detection of diabetes.
The hemoglobin test shows whether a person has anemia,
a condition where the blood is low either in quantity or
quality.
The blood serology reveals venereal disease.
The blood count, a count of the red blood cells and of the
several types of white blood cells, helps diagnosis of many
illnesses and infections.
There are also blood tests to determine the type of liver
disease a person may have, and to show how the kidneys
function.
Common urine tests are for sugar and albumin. If a sugar
test is positive it is followed by a blood sugar test to determine whether a person has diabetes. Presence of albumin
may indicate kidney disease—further tests are used to make
sure.
OTHER TESTS USED
The electrocardiogram, often called the- EKG, shows the
rate of the heart, the rhythm of its beat and the way electric
impulses flow through it. Irregularities in heart action may
mean the heart is damaged and needs medical treatment.
The basal metabolism test shows the rate at which a
person's body burns up the energy derived from the food he
eats.
Since the normal rate of burning energy is known, any
test results showing differences from the normal may mean
a person is ill and medical treatment is necessary.
A recently developed test, in use for just three years, is
the smear test for cancer of women's organs. This test picks
up cancer in its very early stage when treatment is most
effective.
Use of laboratory and x-ray tests is part of good medical
care. ILWU members with welfare plan coverage will find
it worthwhile to keep this particular coverage in mind and
use it whenever their doctor orders such tests.

ILWU Auxiliaries Hit
ike's 'Give-Away' Program
d above is the
Welfare Booklets:Reproduce
cover of a booklet just off the
press describing the ILWU-PMA Welfare program.*Booklets will
be distributed to all longshoremen, shipsclerks and walking
bosses who are eligible for welfare coverage. Separate editions
are being issued covering the different benefits in different
areas on the Coast. Printed so far are editions on the Kaiser
Foundation Health Plan and the Insured Plan in California and
in the Northwest. The booklets cover eligibility, health benefits,
disability insurance, and life insurance. In the major ports the
booklets are being mailed into the homes. In some of the smaller
ports where there are no facilities for mailing, copies are available at the locals. The Fund Trustees urge all men to fake their
copies home for their families' information.

NORTH BEND, Ore. — The
ILWU Federated Auxiliaries on
October 23 protested the planned
"give-away" of the Hells Canyon
dam site to a private utility corporation and called upon the government to safeguard the natural
resources of the Columbia-Snake
River systems for the uses of the

people.'
In a resolution sent to Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay, Senators Wayne Morse and
Guy Cordon and the Federal
Power Commission, the Auxiliaries stated:
"... The waters of an area are
a natural resource that belongs

to the people. The government
can make far greater use of the
vast potentials of the Snake River
than can siny individual or group
of investors. Therefore, we are
opposed to the give-away of Hells
Canyon dam site to the Idaho
Power Company."

Answer to Who Said It?
Bruce Barton, advertising
executive and former New
York Republican Congressman, in the Los Angeles Examiner, Oct. 21, 1951,

