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Orders vs. Democracy
• An Editorial

What enraged the judge and prosecutor most was the
democratic operation of the ILWU.
It was clear that this very democracy was on trial, not

Harry Bridges.
It is not hard to find the purpose, The ILWU is a union

that has never taken orders from anyone. It has debated and
decided, and the decision has always come from the men who
made the union and who pay its dues—the workers on the
job. All orders have always come directly from the majority
after full democratic debate.

It is logical, then, that the forces which would control
this union and give orders to its members must first destroy
its source of strength, namely, its rank and file control, its
solidarity, its autonomy and its freedom of debate.

I udge George B. Harris, acting on request of a prosecutor
who is part and parcel of a gang which includes Joe Cur-

ran, Joe Ryan, James B. Carey and other frustated enemies
of the ILWU, has revoked the bail of ILWU President Harry
Bridgs with an opinion which on its face says this:

"We have a new kind of union for you guys. From here
on out you take orders and do what you are told by anybody
in Washington, including National CIO."

In ordinary times that would sound crazy.
(Continued on Page 2)

SAN FRANCISCO—In a proceeding resembling Kangaroo Court tactics Fed-
eral Judge George B. Harris acceded to the request of the Immigration Service
August 5 and sent ILWU President Harry Bridges to jail.
The judge accompanied his extraordinary action with one of the most vicious

red-baiting tirades ever to be heard from any bench.
The nature of the judge's decision was virtual notice to trade unions that

they must accept and carry out orders from Washingon, no matter what they
may be, or have their officials go to jail.
The technicality for the jailing was revocation of Bridges' $25,000 bail to

which he was admitted upon his frameup conviction last April I I.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from Page 1)

The judge's fundamental disagreement
with President Bridges was that Bridges re-
fused to accept and recommend to the union
without question a security order concocted
by known enemies of the ILWU.

He should have, the judge said in effect,
given blind obedience to an order which
might have overnight destroyed the Ihiring
hall, dispensed with load limits, delivered
up preferred gangs and placed the union in
a position of blacklisting its own brothers.

And where did the august court find out
that Bridges opposed that plot and pro-

posed instead a real security program, which
would protect the union's contract at the
same time? He found it out from an immi-
gration agent who in turn found it out from
ILWU bulletins written by some ILWU
people who forgot their oath of membership!

The privacy of the union meeting was
invaded. Ever hear of the privacy of an em-
ployer meeting being invaded? No. Not that
Bridges had anything to hide. He didn't. The
point here is that if the police—immigration
or any other—can invade the privacy of a
union meeting and note the pro and con they
can do the same thing with a gang on the
waterfront, in a warehouse at the noon hour
or even in your home.

"Why didn't Bridges remain silent?"
That's an honest question which has come

from a lot of honest people.
If Bridges as president of the ILWU, re-
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mained silent while union busters dug a
grave for ILWU he would surely be morally
helping the gravediggers. He couldn't, he
wouldn't and he didn't, and he went to jail.

For anybody in Washington or the National
CIO to control the ILWU they have first

to chop it down to size, meaning they have to
destroy its democracy and place its members
in a position Where they can only make a
living if they take orders.

Bridges in jail is not just Bridges in jail.
Behind the bars are your own rights to ex-
press yourself in a union meeting. It is
handcuffs on your union.

Protest now. Tomorrow may be one day
too late!
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Union Letter Says Bridges
Jailed for Protecting ILWU

SAN FRANCISCO--Harry Bridges was jailed because
he tried to protect the union, 1LWU Secretary - Treasurer
Louis Goldblatt charged in a letter to the officers and mem-
bers of all ILWU locals August 5.

Goldblatt's letter follows:
"The President of our International is in jail.
"Judge Harris who revoked his bail is the same judge

who presided at the trial and helped the frameup case by pro-
tecting the perjurers upon whose testimony the conviction
was secured. It was Judge Harris who cited the defense at-
torneys for contempt when they tried to get before the jury
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States clear-
ing Bridges. A little over a month ago this same judge re-
voked Bridges' citizenship.

.No Facts, No Law
"Nowhere in the case presented by the department of

justice, or in Harris's decision, is there a single accusation
that Bridges is guilty of doing anything against the welfare
of the nation. They were compelled to admit that neither
Bridges nor any other official of the union had taken any po-
sition against the shipment and handling of supplies for
Korea.

"Nor did Judge Harris or the prosecutor deny that
Bridges and the Coast Committee had proposed a program
such as the one used in World War II which, while protecting
against bad security risks, prevented blacklisting and dis-
crimination. This position was adopted by the membership
of Local 10, and one of .the charges, therefore, against Bridges
was that he was in support of a position taken by his own
membership.

"Harris's decision thus made it perfectly clear that
Bridges' bail has been revoked and he has been jailed be-
cause he tried to protect the union.

No Questions Allowed
"Specifically, Harris said that Bridges should be jailed

because he did not accept without reservation the so-called se-
curity program adopted in Washington. This, Harris said, is
disloyalty.

"So that a security program may be set up by known
enemies of our union, and for the explicit purpose of wreck-
ing our union, and we are supposed to accept it without guess,
tion or debate or go to jail.

"An additional ground for revoking bail was Bridges'
proposal to have the coming longshore, shipsclerks and walk-
ing boss caucus take up the question of the Maritime Federa-
tion of the World. Here again, Harris made clear that offi-
cers of the union are not even to consult the membership
when the Administration tells them to jump.
No Minority Opinion
"Most astounding is that the-entire proceeding was based

upon what Bridges was supposed to have said at meetings
of Local 10. The bulletins of Local 10, not the minutes, were
used as evidence, although the court knew that the member-
ship had gone on record that only the official minutes of the
union contained a record of the union meeting, and that the
bulletins are an individual's reporting and opinion of what
has happened.

"It is significant that although Bridges explained at
length on the witness staitid how policies are made by the
membership of the ILWU, and that the officers are bound
to carry out those policies, the court was not interested. They,
wanted only to know Bridges' persqpal opinions and they in-
sisted that he must state those °pillions. So the court's de-
cision means trade unionists not only must do what they are
told to do with no back talk, but they must think what they
are told to think.

"The decision handed down today adds up to this if
they can make it stick:

"1. There shall be 'no minority opinion,' or any-
thing that they classify as a minority opinion.

"2. Union leaders are to take the lead in turning
this organization into a glorified company union that
follows orders no matter what the consequences are to
the contracts or to the members.

"3. Officials who fight to defend the union, its
contracts and its conditions, run the risk of imprison-
ment.

Time Is Running Short
"Steps have been taken to appeal the revocation of bail.

But the time is later than you think, and it is running short.
If we don't act and act quickly, every single gain made by the
union over the past 16 years, the contracts and conditions
and the protection afforded the membership are in gravest
danger of destruction.

'As far as the officers of this International are con-
cerned, they intend to stand by their obligations of office to
protect and defend the welfare and the contracts of the Mem-
bership.

"Individuals, longshore gangs, warehouses and local un-
ions must make themselves heard. Wires should be sent at
once to President Truman and to Attorney General McGrath
in Washington, D. C., demanding that this union busting pro-
gram be stopped and Bridges released on bail. Copies of these
wires should be sent to Harry Bridges, president of the
ILWU, care of the County Jail, San Francisco."
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We Are Bound to Defend the Members' Rights Bridges Says
Here are excerpts from ILWU

President Harry Bridges' testi-
mony before Judge Harris in ad-
vance of Bridges' jailing:

On Security
Bridges: "Certain people were

picked out to go back (to the se-
curity conference in Washington)
who did not represent the un-
ion . . . certain labor influences
outside of the union used the
point about security as a political
football to try to disrupt and cap-
ture the union.

• • •
"The membership was told that

this security program would not
suspend any basic provisions of
their agreement. I told them that
my information was to the con-
trary. And all I proposed was
that this so-called security pro-
gram be referred to a coastwise
longshore convention that had al-
ready been set for August 15 ...
"Since this security program

has been adopted, some of our
best union men have been
screened out, men who by no
stretch of the imagination could
ever be called Communists, sub-
versives or anything else . . .
"I pointed out that the Govern-

ment was already screening up
and down the Pacific Coast,
screening longshoremen and
screening seamen, and that they
would continue to do so, and that
we couldn't probably do much
about that except to try to pro-
tect our men pgainst injustices
as the screening goes on.

* • *
"(The union proposals) in our

opinion, met the security situa-
tion, guarded the Government
.against poor security risks, and at
the same time protected all
people classified as poor security
risks, no matter who they may
be—protected them with the un-
ion contract and the union con-
stitution . . . The question of se-
curity came up . . . before the
Washington conference. We were
moving on the security question.

'Are We Still the
Land of the Free?'
SAN FRANCISCO — ILWU

President Harry Bridges
wouldn't crawl and wouldn't
shut up, though he knew it
meant jail.
Bridges is now imprisoned

in cell 25 on the third tier of
the middle wing of San Fran-
cisco County Jail No. 1, be-
cause, as he put it, "I spoke
the way I felt."
"What else could you ex-

pect?" he asked after Judge
George B. Harris revoked his
bail and refused even to let
him have the weekend with
his family. "I believe that any-
one who speaks his mind on
the Korean situation right now
will go to jail."
Bridges' spirits remained

high throughout the ordeal of
the hearing and the jailing.
"Well, I'll get a little sleep at
last," was his first reaction.
"Nothing to do but sit around
and read. Maybe I'll write my
memoirs." His jailers describe
Bridges as cooperative, in fact
a model prisoner.
Bridges' wife, Nancy, was

proud. "I'm so glad he didn't
crawl," she said. "His convic-
tions and beliefs mean so
much that he'd take prison
rather than relinquish them.
Are we still the land of the
free?"
One source of their pride

and good spirits was made
clear in Bridges' answer to a
reporter's question on his fu-
ture plans: "There's still a
union:"

And we only raised one thing,
that no matter who the person
was, if he was a member of the
union, we were bound to defend
his rights."
"We had the job of trying to

protect union members no matter
who they may be on these com-
mercial jobs, and that is what we
are trying to do here. And that
is what we did in the last war.

* *
"The only test that I can say

is that as long as we have been
operating on the waterfront in
this union, there has never been
one single act of sabotage—not
one. Now that is about the best
test I can give for any security
program."

On WFTU
"Any position I hold in that

organization (World Federation
of Trade Unions) is one at 'the
desire of and the will of the mem-
bership .
"The members run the union.

They tell me what to do. I do
it or I am fired. It has always
been that way. It is that way
now, and it is that way whether
there is a Korean war, political
issues, economic issues or any-
thing else. They vote and the
officers carry out the orders, or
else.

4, • *

"The position of our union
should be understood . . (the
ILWU is a maritime union and
when our members are) on strike
they will take help from any
source, and if it is a question of
communist or others, in Australia,
Great Britain, Russia, France, or
anywhere else in the world, when
we send out a call for help, we
don't say, 'Just accept this call
if .you are not a communist un-
ion,' we send it out and we hope
for the best. That is true of my
membership and that is the way
we work, and that is all we are
after ...
"Our concern with the WFTU

is a very simple one . . . As far
as I am concerned, and again this
is my personal viewpoint—it is
what I feel and it is what my ex-
perience has taught me—the un-
ion on the waterfront won't live
without the support of the un-
ions affiliated to the WFTU; that
is, union longshoremen in other
countries .
"Sure, it will live as a company

union. We had a company union
down there for many, many years.
We will have a labor front and a
company union. That is my opin-
ion and, well, until there is some-
thing to show me that it is neces-
sary to change my mind, I am go-
ing to hang on to it.

• • •
"The hiring hall on the water-

front is in jeopardy those men
on the waterfront . realize that
their whole existence and chance
of fair play and fair treatment is
built around their hiring hall, and
they will fight for it. And when
that time comes, 1 don't just
think, based on my past experi-
ence and their past experience,
when they are calling for support,
they won't ask the longshore un-
ions in Britain or Russia or Aus-
tralia or Italy or Prance, 'Just a
moment, what kind of leadership
have you got, Socialist, Commun-
ist, Republican or any other
kind?' They will say, 'Give us a
hand, we are in trouble.' That is
what they have done in the past
and I think that is what they will
do in the future ...
"On the other hand, I think

that the position of the union,
as it has already expressed itself,
doesn't hold at all with the posi-
tion taken by the WFTU on the
Korean situation . . as president
of the organization, I am bound

to take the same position. But I
just thought I had a right to a
personal viewpoint, and I am go-
ing to kep my Personal view-
points."

On War
Defense Attorney James Martin

MacInnis asks: "As of now, what
is your position on the Korean
campaign?"

Bridges: "As president of the
union, my union has acted and
I am subject to the decisions of
my union if I am going to remain
president. However, that doesn't
mean that I am on any war band-
wagon. I am opposed to war, al-
ways have been, and will do my
best to continue to be opposed to
war . . being opposed to war
doesn't mean that I intend or will
engage in or have engaged in any
illegal activities, violate any
laws . . I just think that wars
are terrible things; that they
should be prevented, if possible,
and once they break out they
should be settled as quickly as
possible and in the lest and most
peaceful manner.
"That is briefly my position on

this or any other war. And I have
spoken out against war before. I
will continue to speak out, in try-
ing to settle this war as quickly
and peacefully as possible. I
think I have that right. If I
haven't got that right, I may as
well go to jail.

* * *
"And I still do not believe that

the membership of the union is
for war; that being for war, as I
interpreted it, is really not one of
your obligations as a loyal Amer-
ican.
"And I might say in that con-

nection, I think now more than
ever it is my duty, and I do not
consider it disloyal to intensify
the fight to prevent this war in
Korea from spreading and de-
veloping into a third world war.
There is no one I know—well,
there was no one I knew, I will
sat, before I came into this court-
room, that I thought was for a
third world war . . . That in no
sense means that if I am ordered
to participate in this war, in keep-
ing with such an order that is
what I will do.
"But I didn't think I had to

like it and believe and be silent
and not think in terms of the
dangers to the people I represent
and to the whole American
people. I think that this thing

can develop into a third world
war, a situation which will be
another hundred years of war,
and it will destroy the economic
life of our country and it will de-
stroy our liberties and a lot of
other things if it goes on. I am
just hoping it won't go on, that
we can confine the action to
Korea and it will stop there . . .
It isn't a question of being for or
against the war; it is a question
of what is the best way to keep
world peace. I just happen to
think that the best way to peace
is through peace more than it is
through war. •
"I have never done anything

disloyal to this country or to the
United Nations . .
"I frankly think, and I do not

believe I am alone, if we get into
war with the people of the Far
East, I do not think we can keep
our liberty; and I do not think
we can keep our unions; I think
the impact upon our economy
will be too great. I know what has
happened to prices already, I
hear it from my own members,
and when I see now the increase
the tax is going to take beginning
October, 20 per cent in the lower
brackets and 10 per cent in the
upper brackets—the lower brack-
ets would mean my members.

* *

"The newspapers carried on
what was the worst campaign of
distortion that I have seen . . .
stories appeared in the newspa-
pers, and in many cases in little
side editorials, that I was engaged
inipa program of trying to picket
ships, trying to arrange demon-
strations, urging the union not
to load ships for Korea. There
were papers, newspaper stories,
radio stories, and all that.
"At no time did anything like

that take place. . . . I have never
seen such a brutal lying, distorted
campaign during my entire ex-
perience, and I have really seen
a few.

* *

"Mr. Donohue (the prosecutor),
I think that if the people that
have to do the fighting—you and
I are kind of old—but if the
young people that have to do
the fighting, if it was left up to
them to decide what was to be
done about wars, I think there
would be more effort made to
prevent them, instead of people
being too darned ready to jump
into them.

• • *
"I am a member of the Union,

and I am a leading member of

that Union and an officer of it.
Those people don't expect me to
sit there dumb when a question
comes up. The people that elect
me, they expect me to get up and
express a point of view as the
leader of the Union. Even though
in the final analysis they make
the decisions and I must obey.
And in that Union there (Local
10), I expressed what I thought
was the thing for them to look at,
in their own interests, and in the
interests of them being Ameri-
cans. And I wasn't doing anything
disloyal. I thirik that I was being
a good American too.

* • •

"I don't want to see another
world war. . I just think it is so
senseless and so useless and so
horrible, that if people only
stopped to think about it for a
little while, I don't think it would
happen. . . It is too late after we
get started. If we have another
world war, with the weapons of
today, including t h e atomic
weapons. . . I don't think there
will be much left?'

ACLU Backs
The Fight to
Free Bridges
SAN FRANCISCO — The

American Civil Liberties Un-
ion of Northern California en-
tered strong protest against
the revocation of ILWU Pres-
ident Harry Bridges' bail Au-
gust 5.
ACLU Attorney Wayne M.

Collins said:
"I do not think Judge Har-

ris made the right decision
and I will go to the Circuit
Court with an milieus curiae
(friend of the court) brief ask.
ing that his action be set
aside."

Collins sat through the
hearing before Judge Harris
on behalf of the ACLU, which
had earlier attacked the move
for revocation of bail as a vio-
lation of the right of free
speech.

During the hearing Prose-
cutor F. Joseph Donohue
spoke sneeringly of the Civil
Liberties Union 'or League,"
as he called it.

'Vicious Persecution,' Says 1LWU Board
SAN FRANCISCO The Inter-

national executive board of the ILWU
August 7, condemned the jailing of
President Harry Bridges as "vicious
persecution."

The board acted by telegraphic
poll. The poll was unanimous on the
resolution proposed.

The resolution said:
"The international Executive

Board of the International Longshore-
men's & Warehousemen's Union un-
qualifiedly condemns the revocation
of bail and jailing of President Harry
Bridges as vicious persecution, a labor
frameup and a continuation of the
union- busting campaign against the
ILWU.

"The newspaper campaign used to
jail Bridges was made up of lies and
distortions.

"Neither Bridges nor any other of-
ficer made any proposal that would
interrupt the shipment of supplies to
Korea.

"Bridges and the Coast Commit-
tee did not oppose a proper security
program, but proposed one similar to
that of World War II, that did not
wreck the contract or result in black-
listing and discrimination.

"We condemn as un-American and
dangerous in the extreme the invasion
into the internal affairs of our union
by the courts and the use of any
member's personal remarks in a union
meeting or the expression of personal
opinions as grounds for court action
and incarceration.

"We reaffirm our determination to
fight against the frameup of Harry
Bridges and demand that he be re-
leased on bail."
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BRIDGES IN JAIL
Circuit Court Hearing
SAN FRANCISCO — As

this special issue of The
Dispatcher went to press
the United States Circuit
Court for the ninth district
was hearing arguments for
a motion for bail for
Bridges. Sitting were Jus-
tices Matthews, Healy and
Orr.

(Continued from Page 1)
It was Judge Harris who

granted the 80-day Taft-Hart-
I e y anti-strike injunction
against the ILWU in 1948. It
was also Judge Harris who
presided for 81 days in the
trial of Bridges, J. R. Robert-
son and Henry Schmidt and
by his manner virtually told
the jury to convict, although
the evidence was patently
framed.

It was also Judge Harris
who sentenced Bridges' at-
torneys to jail and subse-
quently ruled arbitrarily that
Bridges' citizenship should
be revoked.
Because of the judge's ob-

vious bias and the hysteria
which had been generated
around the Korean "police
action," it was a ten thousand
to one bet that his mind was
made up the day a poll tax
member of the Senate Judi-
ciary committee moved to
ask the Department of Jus-
tice to jail Bridges.

Bill of Rights Out
Special Prosecutor F. Jo-

seph Donohue, who flew here
from Washington to do the
hatchet job on Bridges, told
the court:
"There can be no minority

opinion!"
The court went along with

this amazing reversal of
American tradition, and then
went even further to throw
the Bill of Rights out of the
window.
He said:

' "To protect Bridges in the
mantle of the Bill of Rights
would be a mockery!"

Judge Enraged
But in sending Bridges to

jail the judge went far out of
his way to repeat the hearsay
lies and distortions which
had been presented in court
by the special prosecutor.
Among these lies was the

assertion that Bridges had
sought to prevent a security
program on the waterfront.

Bridges and the coast com-
mittee did not oppose a se-
curity program, but proposed
a security program that
would be effective, yet guard
at the same time the contract
rights of all longshoremen.
The judge apparently was

enraged because the union
had not accepted without
question a security program
adopted in Washington by
many known enemies of the
ILWU.
The judge ignored Bridges'

explanation, given at a Local
10 meeting, as to how the
Washington program could
be used to blacklist members
of the union and break down
contract conditions.

Bridges' testimony as to
how decisions in the union
were made by the rank and
file and carried out by the of-
ficers regardless of their own
personal beliefs was swept
aside.

No Bones
Instead the court and pros-

ecution insisted upon
Bridges' stating even those
personal opinions which At
not count in the union or its
activities.
The judge was enraged,

too, at the ILWU's reliance
upon fraternal ties with dock-
ers in other parts of the
world. Bridges had explained
that it was with the help of
these dockers that the ILWU
won most of its waterfront
conditions. He said that with-
out their help no waterfront
strike could be won.
To the judge this was

"traitorous."
The prosecutor demanded

to know point by point if
Bridges agreed with Presi-
dent Truman's message of
June 27. When Bridges as-
serted he did not agree with
one point, Donohue said,
"That's all," and turned to
his seat with a that-does-it-
brother air.

This is undoubtedly the
first time in American his-
tory that a court and prosecu-
tion made no bones of send-
ing a man to jail for what he
thinks.
Many spectators found it

hard to believe they could sit

Ranks of Sugar Workers
Walk Off Jobs in Protest
HONOLULU, T. II.—In a

rank and file protest against
the jailing of ILWU President
Harry Bridges, 6,000 sugar
workers walked off their jobs
on the big island—Hawaii—
August 7, closing 11 planta-
tions.

Pineapple workers at the
huge Hawaiian Pineapple out-
fit on Lanai joined the walk-
out.
As The Dispatcher went to

press there were indications
the protest action would
spread to other islands, Maui,
Oahu and Kauai.

ILWU Regional Director
Jack Hall commented:
"If it is a contract violation,

as alleged, for the members
of our union on the island of
Hawaii to have left their jobs
temporarily in protest against
the illegal jailing of their
leader . . I still applaud their
action.
"You can't blame the thou-

sands of workers who left
their jobs. And there will
probably be other thousands
who will similarly protest.
"They respect Bridges and

support him."

in an American court and
hear a grand inquisitor de-
mand to lcnow a man's opin-
ion with a view to punishing
him for that opinion.

Bail a Right
It is no accident that one

of the zealous senators Who
started this move against
Bridges is Pat McCarran of
Nevada, chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee, who is a
personal friend of the Span-
ish butcher, Franco.

Defense attorneys in court
with Bridges presented a
brilliant and what surely
seemed an irrefutable show-
ing that bail is a constitu-
tional right in any case where
a substantial question of law
exists and where it cannot be
shown that the defendant is
trying to run away.
The prosecution did not

bother to cite one case, if any
exists, as precedent for revo-
cation of bail for such ex-
traordinary purposes.
The government's entire

case for the jailing was based
upon an affidavit from an im-
migration agent setting forth
quotes from the Local 10 bul-
letins, all of which were writ-
ten by members of the local's
publicity committee, none of
them friendly to Bridges.
(During the hearing Local

10 adopted a resolution say-

ing that the minutes were the
true reflection of what hap-
pens in the local and not the
bulletins which reflect only
the opinions of individuals.)

He Knew Better
Yet, it was upon the bulle-

tins that Judge Harris relied
for what Bridges said in Lo-
cal 10 meetings, thus taking
the very distortions that
were in the press over the
nation.
And although he knew bet-

ter from what he heard from
Bridges in the court room the
judge carefully worded his
opinion so as to double-talk
through the impression that
Bridges somehow sought to
obstruct or delay war ship-
ments.

The charge against Bridges
was that "he has pursued and
will continue to pursue a
course of action dangerous to
the public welfare and inimi-
cal to the United States."

Nothing was said by the
prosecutor or judge about
Bridges' fifteen years' of
leadership during which the
ILWU has marched steadily
ahead in economic gains.

Galling the judge was the
very nature of the democracy
of the ILWU as it was ex-
plained in court by Bridges,
whereby any member can
hold any opinions and freely
express them in debate,
going along finally with what
the majority decides when
the debate is over.

The Bridges Defense Committee
Fledges Redoubled Efforts in Fight
SAN FRANCISCO — The

Bridges - Robertson - Schmidt
Defense Committee pledged
that the fight to free ILWU
President Harry Bridges and
to expose the whole dirty
frameup against h 1 m and
against J. R. Robertson and
Henry Schmidt w i 11 go on
with redoubled effort in a
statement issued August 5.
Here i s the committee's

statement:
"Lynching under color of

legal procedure occurred in
the court of Judge George B.
Harris.

Dealt With Hysteria
"The judge dealt neither

with facts or law in jailing
Harry Bridges because he ex-
ercised his right to speak in
his own union meeting. He
dealt instead with hearsay
and hysteria.
"His so-called oral opinion

which was so carefully writ-
ten out was not fair, factual
or judicial. It was calculated
to do what the department of
justice and the immigration
service set out to do in the
first instance, that is, to
smash a union, the ILWU.
"The judge accepted un-

supported and unverified
hearsay from the prosecution
and swept aside with little or
no mention at all the care-
fully documented presenta-
tion of the defense. In his zeal
to get Bridges at any cost he
even went so far as to pre-
sume to lay down rules of

conduct for trade unionists in
their meetings.

Personal Conduct, Too
"Either trade unionists

must accept without question
the opinions a n d dicta of
those in the seat of power or
they must go to jail. No other
meaning can possibly be read
into his decision. The judge
was saying to all members of
the union, not just to Bridges,
that they must go along with
what amounts to a Nazi-like
labor front or go to jail. It
was demonstrated in the hear-
ing and in the opinion that
this goes for personal opinion
as well as union conduct.
"Bridges made amply clear

in his testimony how policy in
the union is made by the rank
and file and thereafter
obeyed by the officers re-
gardless of their own feelings.
But neither the prosecutor,
Donohue, nor the judge
would accept this. They in-
stead inquired into Bridges'
own personal beliefs, insist-
ing that he state them. This is
genuine thought control ac-
tivity upon the part of the de-
partment of justice and the
court.
"At no time did Judge Har-

ris deny the fact presented by
the union that there never
was any proposal by Bridges
or other officers or anybody
connected with the union that
would stop or delay shipping
for Korea. Nor could he nor
did he deny that Bridges did

not oppose proper security
measures, but that he did
warn against any type of se-
curity program which could
be used for blacklisting.

'To Wreck the Union'
"The judge ignored com-

pletely the fact that the union
worked under a coastwide se-
curity program throughout
World War II and managed
at the same time to hold onto
its gains. Now the judge has
said to ILWU members vir-
tually this: accept a security
program which' is designed
by known enemies of the un-
ion and designed to wreck
your union or go to jail.
"The fight to free Bridges

and to expose the whole dirty
frameup against him and
against .1. R. Robertson and
Henry Schmidt will go on
with redoubled effort.
"The lights of freedom

shall not be forever dimmed."

SIGN THE PETITION
"Free Bridges" petitions

have been sent to all locals
and should now be in cir-
culation.
The petitions are ad-

dressed to President Tru-
man and Attorney General
J. Howard McGrath. They
protest the invasion of
trade union democracy by
jailing Bridges for exercis-
ing his democratic rights
in the union.


