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‘SCHONIAKER IS A LIAR!'
NLRB Won't

Defense Will Prove Trial Is a Frameup

Quit Attack

By MORRIS WATSON

On Halls

"Schomaker is a goddamn liar!"
This was shouted from the witness stand by Longshoreman Bruce B. (Ben) Jones this
week as his answer to the testimony of the stoolpigeon, John H. Schomaker, in the fourth
frameup trial of Harry Bridges in Federal District Court in San Francisco.
As the third witness in the defense of Bridges, J. R.. Robertson and Henry Schmidt,
Jones was the most explosive personality thus far on the stand. He was literally dynamite
to the prosecution which found him more than a match for its cross examiner
As to Schomaker's testimony that he saw Jones sign Bridges into the Communist Party
In October or November of 1933, Jones said he never met Bridges until the Spring of 1934
and that Schomaker lied because he never signed Bridges into the Communist Party at any
time, in any restaurant or anyplace else on the face of the earth.

Schomaker Sneered at the Rank and File
He also said that Schomaker was vinclictive against Bridges, that he sneered at Bridges
as a "fathead" and sneered at the rank and file of the union as "the rank and filth."
Before his cross-examiner, Chief Prosecutor F. Joseph Donohue, decided to drop him as
too hot a potato to handle, Jones had shouted into the record, not only what he thought of
low stoolpigeons such as Schomaker, but what he thought of labor frameups such as this
one and even what he thought of Donohue, of whom the kindest thing he said was that he,
too, was a liar. He challenged the prosecution to go after the
gangsters in the ILA on the East coast and leave honest trade
Represent The People
unions alone.
And Be Persecuted
He said "everything Bridges did the rank and file told
SAN FRANCISCO —"Labor
him to do it" When Donohue asked him if he didn't still be- leaders are always persecuted
lieve as Communists believe, he told him that "my political
when they are truly representopinions are none of your business," and added 'all long- ing their people," Transportashoremen are Communists according to some people. Frank- tion and Utility Workers of
lin D. Roosevelt was called a Communist. Everybody who America President Harold Wastands for social progress is called a Communist. What the terbury wrote ILWU President
Harry Bridges from Los Anhell do you mean by being a Communist?"

Whole Case Framed
Jones' colorful testimony followed two minor witnesses
and a scholarly presentation of the defense case by Defense
Counsel James Martin MacInnis, who is associated in the case
with Vincent Hallinan. MacInms told the jury the defense
would prove the whole case was deliberately framed by the
immigration service.
Walter E. Buck, officer or director in a number of large
corporations including the Matson Navigation Company, told
the jury that Bridges had an excellent reputation for keeping his word and that in his opinion he was a labor leader who
used good judgment and tried to get the best deal possible
for the members of the union. This came in response to a
question as to whether he
thought Bridges was irresponsible and whether he provoked
`11
strikes just for the sake of cansing trouble.
Dr. Leo Messer, world reknowned surgeon, was another
SAN FRANCISCO—By a vote
character witness to testify to
Bridges' excellent reputation for running seven to one ILWU longshoremen and shipsclerks in Patruth, honesty and integrity.
cific Coast ports have accepted
IN CALIFORNIA
As The Dispatcher went to the coast contracts, the steampress the defense was in the pro- schooner agreement and the welcess of introducing t he docu- fare plan.
ments proving that Bridges was
The ballots, totaled this week
In California, 3,000 miles away after an extension In the deadfrom New York, when the pro- line, ran like this:
f essional stoolpigeons, Paul
For the longshoremen, 7,648
Crouch a n d Manning Johnson yes votes for the coast contract
said they saw and heard him at to 1,217 no votes, 7,254 yes votes
the 1936 Communist Party con- for the steamschooner agreement
vention.
to 1,267 no votes, and 7,402 yes
votes for the welfare plan to
1,150 no votes.
The shipsclerks cast 919 yes
For daily running account
votes for their coast contract to
of the frameup trial turn to
119 no votes, and 858. yes votes
Page 2.
for the welfare plan to 174 no

geles January 20.
The message of solidarity
said: "We are not asking the
longshoremen and warehousemen to go out on a limb for us,
but we are desirous of friendly
relations at all times. Hope
everything works out for you,
Harry."
Waterbury said his union is
"not a raiding union, only as
far as the Teamsters are concerned. We are a rank and file
union, we are proud to say progressive in intent and spirit."
•

LongshoremenShipsclerks
Vote Yes on Contracts
votes. They are not involved in
the steamschooner agreement.
The welfare plan was tentatively agreed to by the ILWU and
the Pacific Maritime Association
in last year's negotiations; the
coast contracts resulted from the
1448 strike with many clauses
ironed out in the 1949 negotiations.

Defenders—These are
San Francisco Local 10 longshoremen, out
to get signatures on the petitions demanding indictment of
The frame-up trial perjurers
Manning Johnson, Paul Crouch
and Lawrence Ross. At the fop
is Luis a Sousa with a peti.
tion and at the bottom is Frank
Segovia with leaflets giving the
evidence of perjury,

WASHINGTON, D. C.—General
Counsel Robert N. Denham of
the National Labor Relation
Board once more refused shipowner requests to drop his cruo
sade against ILWU hiring halls
January 16.
Meanwhile the ILWU filed its
exceptions to the finding of Taft.
Hartley Trial Examiner Irving
Rogosin that the halls are illegal.
and moved to reopen the ease for
presentation of new evidence.
The ILWU and the Pacifis
Maritime Association are agreed
in the opinion that the hiring hail
system of dispatching longshore,men and clerks to jobs is not Ho
legal.
"QUIT INTERFERING"
The shipowners in March of
last year withdrew all their TaftHartley charges against the union
and asked Denham to quit interfering with West Coast water,
front peace.
He refused then, just as lie did
last week. This time he said the
shipowner statement didn't rem
quire "any extensive reply." He
asked the Taft-Hartley Board to
adopt the trial examiner's find.
ings of illegality.
Another Taft - Hartley harrassment tactic objected to by the
ILWU January 24, was the hearing of charges against Local 24
in Aberdeen, Wash.
14
RANKS PROTEST
The union demanded the hear
ings be stopped until the whole
coast ease is settled, since the
Board conceivably could hold
similar hearings in every port,
large and small, on the Coast, and
thus tie the union up in endless
litigation.
The'Mrs formal motions before the Board followed a strong
statement by Coast Labor Belations Committeemen L. B.
Thomas and Howard Bodine to
the Senate Labor Committee call.
ing for examination of the "wis.
dorsi" of the Taft - Hartley Law
with particular reference to the
Pacific Coast waterfront,
The statement included protests voiced by rank and file
ILWU caucuses in Northern California, the Puget Sound area and
the Columbia River area, pledg(Continued on Back Page)

Who Said It?
"In my opinion, it has been conclusively shown that Mr. Denham is a tyrant
such as has not lived on this earth since the days of the ancient Roman Empire.
in my judgment he is the only federal official, past, present, living or dead, who
ever entertained a desire similar to that of Caligula, who wished that Roman
people had only one hand so that he could chop it off with a single blow. Apparently Mr. Denham's wish concerning working men and women is similar.*

(Turn to back page for name of author.)
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Perjury Has Been Committed by Government Witnesses'l
r

The defense started to present
Its side in the Bridges-RobertsonSchmidt trial after a recess of almost a week, called to allow it to
round up witnesses.

38th Day
(January 23)
James Martin MacInnis drew
the assignment of making the
opening statement for the defense. A previous defense statement was made at the opening
of the trial by Defense Chief
Vincent Hallinan.
-We will now come before you
with an offer of proof that will
leave not a single item of the government ease untouched," MacInnis told the jury. "We will lay
oil the cards on the table and,
more, we will show how those
cards have been played.
THEY ARE NOT GUILTY
-We will show you that perjury
has been committed by the government witnesses.
"We are going to ask you to decide the merits of the case on the
evidence. You have heard so far
the side which has the over*helining burden of proof.
"We are confident that you will the record of this case. The Com- tion you may decide. What the
find there is no real evidence -munist Party has been painted in Party did in the 1934 strike is a
against these men and that they many colors, humanitarian by matter of history. It did not
some witnesses, vile by others. direct the strike.
are not guilty.
"We will show you there is no But whatever- the color of the
"Harry Bridges accepted the
evidence that Robertson and Party, it makes no difference. aid of the Communist Party when
Schmidt conspired with them- These defendants have never he believed it helpful and turned
been members of the Communist it down when he believed there
selves or anybody else.
Party. Harry Bidges was never was any variance with union
FEAR
"We will show you that the a member under the name of aims."
thief defendant, Harry Bridges, Rossi, Dergan, Dorgan or even
"The ,whole premise is false,"
the starter of Gwynn."
he declared as to the theory that
Is entirely innocent.
As to Robertson, he said:
"We have no fear that you will
anybody who stands for some"He had this difficulty—one thing which is endorsed by the
consider lightly the proof brought
day
he
walked
to
to
the
City
Hall
Communist Party is per se a Comforth by these defendants.
"Each defendant will take the see a leader he revered become a munist.
stand to be a witness for himself citizen. By accident he was NO PARTY LINE HERE
and each of the others. It will be pressed into service as a char"We will show you there has
your duty and we invite you to acter witness and now he finds been no Party
line for these three
himself charged with perjury.
compare their testimony.
defendants. The kind of cooperAnd
all
there
is
in
this
trial
is
"When these men take the
ation they have had with the
stand the prosecution will have the fickle testimony of the wit- Communist Party is the same
the right to cross-examine them. ness George Wilson that he saw kind
that might have been had
Barmy Bridges has many times Robertson at a Communist meet- between two
political parties
ing."
before given testimony—volumes
upon particular issues on which
of it. We have no fear that any NOT CALLED CAPITALIST
they stand alike."
errant statement of his will rise
"To us native San Franciscans,"
Mentioning the alleged secret
to harm him.
be went on, "we have evidence meetings in the government case,
that when Harry Bridges emerged l'ilacInnis said secret meetings
ASSAULTED BY PERJURERS
"Henry Schmidt, too, has been prior to 1934 as the leader on the were necessary in the incipient
a witness for Bridges in previous waterfront he was in no position days of the union. Then he freely
eases, and we invite you to look to refuse aid front any source.
admitted that Bridges has met
"A few wealthy citizens gave secretly with Communists.
for any discrepancies in the testihim circuitous aid, but he was
mony he will give here."
"He has also met secretly with
MacInnis invited the jury to never for that reason labeled a city judges who sought his supcapitalist.
The
church
and
other
ask questions if the defense
port but did not want such
should fail in its ease to answer groups gave some aid.
patronage to see the light of day,"
"There was another group he said, "but, that did
every part of the government
not make
which came to him to offer aid. him
ease.
one of them.
This
was
the
Communot Party.
"We will show you," he conCLEARLY FOR UNION
tinued, "that these three men What aid did he accept? It was
"We will show you that upon
not
any
illegal
aid,
and
if
there
charged with perjury have themselves been assaulted by per- were any illegal aims they were every instance when Bridges has
`not known to Harry Bridges or to met with Communists his particijurers.
pation has been clearly iirthe in"When the case is finished Henry Schmidt.
terests of his union,"
there will not be a shred of evi- AID ACMPTED
He likened the alliance to that
dence that has not faded into
"We do not intend to belittle which existed between the United
destruction.
or extol the Communist Party.
"As to the Communist Party in As to the value of its contribu- States and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics during the
war, "when we were fighting for
a common aim."
"We did not thereby become
Communists," he added,"and the
cor 111115
people of the Soviet Union did
A%T€IiIOi not thereby become capitalists."
nelesPoloar of Se liaireadaaal Laaasharamaaii and illarabsonalaa's Maim.tte THEY LOVE AMERICA
acIn nis pointed out that
MORRIS WATSON, EDITOR
people who proposed social sePublished weekly by the international Longshoremen's & Ware- curity, old age insurance and
housemen's Union at ISO Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2, graduated income tax were called
Calif. Entered as second class matter as of Dec. IS, 1942, at - Communists, though such things
lse Postoffice at San Francisco, Calif., under the Act of Au- are now laws and are accepted.
He said Bridges, Robertson and
gust 24, 1912.
Schmidt have always fought for
the economic betterment of the
150 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco 2
members of the union.
Phone PRospeet 5-0533 or PRospeet 5-2220
"These men's actions have not
HARRY BRIDGES,
LOUIS GOLDBLATT,
•
been inspired by the Communist
President
Secretary-Treasurer
Party, but by a love of humanity,
J. R. ROBERTSON,
GERMAIN BULCRE,
and a love for America," he said.
First Vice President
Second Vice President
He continued, telling the jury
LINCOLN FAIRLEY,
that long before Pearl Harbor
MORRIS WATSON,
Research Director
Information Director
Bridges informed the Department
of Justice of the spy activities of
DamaoSs sod limbo: Jessiery 51, 1950

Japanese fishing boats, only to
have the report filed away. Then
he reminded of the refusal of the
union longshoremen to load scrap
Iron for pre-war Japan.
NAMES CALLED
"For that he was called a
trouble maker," he said.
He said that even while the
Immigration Service was hounding Bridges in 1939 and 1941, the
War Department was seeking and
getting his patriotic cooperation.
He then went point by point
over the testimony of the government's witnesses.
Of John Schomaker—"He will
be caught in the toils of perjury."
WRITTEN OUT
MacInnis called for the blackboard and wrote down a "1." and
after it put "October '33. Visit to
Bridges:" "2. Article for Western
Worker:" "3. Instruction from
Darcy—Albion Hall Group—reactivated the waterfront."
"We will show you," be said,
"that John Schomaker was an
orderly at the Palo Alto hospital
until October 30, 1933, and was
not on the waterfront at all!"
Schomaker had testified he
went to see Bridges in October,
1933 to get him to write for the
Waterfront Worker.
NO 1NSTR.UCTIONS
"But," he said, "we will show
you that the Waterfront Worker
was taken over in September,
1933, by no less a person than.
Harry Bridges, himself."
As to the third item on the
blackboard, •MacInnis told the
Jury the defense would show that
Bridges, himself, started the Albion Hall group months before
Schomaker said he received Communist Party instructions to start
such a group.
He said a witness, Al Bertani,
would be called to testify that
Schomaker came into the union
in November, 1933.
Macfnnis returned to the backboard and wrote "4. Restaurant.
Steuart-Market," "5. November,
1933;" "6. Application,"
irs A RANK LIE
Then he said: "Schomaker testified he was in a restaurant with
Bridges and a man named B. B.
Jones. First, there probably was
no restaurant at Steuart and Market Streets at that time. We will

show you through B. B. Jones,
himself, that there was no such
incident. We will show you that
the supposed signing up of
Bridges in the Communist .Party
Is a rank lie! We will show you
that by evidence other than and
in addition to Jones'."
He said Jones was so enraged
when he read of Schomaker's
testimony that he published a
mimeographed leaflet and distributed it in the union.
BOYCOTT FEARED
MacInnis said Jones would
probably be the defense's third
witness. He said Jones had been
torpedoed in the war. He said
Jones called on Schomaker after
the latter appeared before the
grand jury and made notes on
his conversation, in which Rhomaker said: "My life isn't my own
any more." Also, Schomaker told
him he was afraid that if he did
not testify he might be boycotted
by the Stanford University students who board at his house in
Menlo Park. . Macinnis said the
Jones statement would be offered
in evidence.
Returning to the blackboard,
MacInnis wrote: "7. Dues. Books.
Norma Perry. 1938 Jack Shaw."
He then told the jury that the defense would show that Bridges
never had a Communist Party
book, never paid dues to Schomaker, Jones or Norma Perry. Also,
that it would show that 4ridges
never made a speech of any kind
at the home of Jack Shaw. Schomaker had said Bridges made a
speech there in 1938 urging people to join the Communist Party.
MacInnis said that the only time
Bridges had been at Shaw's home
was to attend a cocktail party.
'DARCY-1934 STRIKE'
MacInnis went back to the
blackboard and wrote "8. Darcy1934 strike." Then he said we
will show you that if Darcy gave
any instructions to Schomaker to
deliver to Bridges, those instructions never reached him.
"Also," he said, "we will show
you that Darcy has been under
subpoena by the government and
the government has not called
him. We will show you that Darcy
did not settle the 1934 strike. On
(Continued on Page 3)

Stoolpigeon Isn't Popular with
Los Angeles Auto Workers
LOS ANGELES — "Workers
don't like stoolpigeons!" That
was the opinion of members of
the United Auto Workers here
on Lew Michener's testifying for
the government in the BridgesRobertson - Schmidt frameup
trial.
"Michener hi .a dirty stoolpigeon, He's become phonier
than a crutch," commented
James Patterson, president of
UAW Local 406, Michener's
home local at the big Ford
plant.
"I knew he went up there (to
San Francisco) several weeks
ago," said Patterson. "Some
guys in the plant say Uncle
Sam's got him by the arm, and
what else can he do. But others
are saying he didn't have to become a stoolpigeon. That's my
opinion.
GOT SOFT JOB
"Why did he come here Instead of going back to Chrysler
(where Miehener worked before
he became UAW regional director in the pre-war days)?
"I don't know, but I do know
he's got a soft job here, and
there's some suspicion that the
job was made for him by the
company."
The vice-president of Chrysler Local 230, Frank Guilligan,
said:
"Chrysler workers don't like

stoolpigeons. Michener's not the
same guy he was back when he
wah in this local.
HE'LL SMEAR
"He's been against Harry
Bridges for a long time now.
This was his opportunity to get
even. He'll do his best to smear
Bridges."
Eddie King, a member of the
UAW for more than 12 years,
labeled the fourth attempt to
"get Bridges" as "still a bosses'
game, and it still needs stoolpigeons, Michener seems qualified."
Another long-time member of
the UAW and once its vice-president, Wyndham Mortimer, commented: "Any union member
obligated to remain loyal to his
organization and who deserts to
the enemy is not above planting
onions on his mother's grave for
gain.
NO MORE RESPECT
"Michener has forfeited all
rights to the respect and confidence of honest working people."
Workers in other UAW plants
made comments like: "I've got
no use for a stoolpigeon," and "I
don't go for stoolpigeoning."
Ford local members are circulating a petition stating that he
played his part in the frameup
trial with no support from them.
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'Defendants Are Being ProsecuiredforWhafThey Represent'l
(Continued from Page 2)
the contrary, the strike was
settled by a Presidential board."
MacInnis chalked on the blackboard: "9. Grant's Pass." Then he
said the defense would show that
the alleged meeting, detailed by
Schomaker, never took place.
THA'E PRUNE ORCHARD
"We will show you that on July
20, 1936, Harry Bridges returned
from Seattle where he had been
installed on the Executive Board
of a coastwise union and met
there with Burt Nelson, who was
one of the men Schomaker said
attended the Grant's Pass meeting."
Maclnnis wrote on the blackboard: "10. Browder in the prune
orchard."
"We will show you," he said,
"that Harry Bridges never attended a meeting with Browder
in a prune orchard or anywhere
else until about two years later
when he met Browder very
openly." He said that Schmidt,
also supposed to have been at the
meeting, has never met Browder.
NEVER SAW HANCOCK
MacInnis then wrote: "11. San
Diego 1935." This had to do with
an alleged meeting related by the
government witness Stanley Hancock.
"Neither Bridges nor Schmidt
ever saw Stanley Hancock in their
lives," he said.
Then MacInnis chalked: "12.
Sokol Hall — 1935 — Schneiderman."
"There for the first time there
Is brought to our attention the
name of Lawrence Seton Ross,
who was later introduced as a witness here. We were told Schneiderman made a report about a
Communist congress. We have
searched the newspapers and all
we can find is that Schneiderman
made an open public report at
about that time at Scottish Rite
Auditorium.
LEARNED FROM SHIPOWNER
Next MacInnis wrote: "13. The
Firing of Norma Perry." He said
that Schomaker and other Party
members asked Bridges to fire
Norma Perry as a stoolpigeon but
that Bridges refused, later firing
her after he learned from a shipowner that she truly was a stoolpigeon.
MacInnis turned next to the
witness, Henry Schrimpf and
wrote on the blackboard: "1.
Henry Schmidt and the C P application." He recalled attention
to Schrimpf's testimony that
Schmidt asked. him to join the
CoMmunist Party and banded
him an application card.
"We will show you the incident
never took place."
HATRED WAS MANIACAL
Then on the blackboard:
The Labor Relations Committee."
"There is a hatred of 15 years
standing on the part of Henry
Schrimpf against Harry Bridges
and Henry Schmidt," he said. He
went over Schrimpf's denial of
service on the union's labor relations committee and said: "He
has an unfortunate affliction. He
drinks."
"We will show you that (after
Bridges called Schrimpf to task
for non-attendance at meetings of
the committee) there ensued a
maniacal hatred against Bridges."
EVIDENCE DENIED
MacInnis wrote next: "3.
Schrimpf and the Immigration
Department."
"We will show,* he said "that
Schrimpf was an alien in 1937 and
was seized in Portland by the Immigration Department. We will
show he was then writing letters
to the Immigration Department
denouncing Bridges and demanding his deportation, and that
when confronted with this evidence at the time he denied it."
Next on the blackboard: "4.
Malice toward Schmidt.*
"We will show," he said, "that

In virtually every election in the
ILWU Schrimpf was in bitter opposition to Schmidt and that on
one occasion he physically assaulted Schmidt."
A GRAVE MATTER
Saying there was one more
grave matter, MacInnis wrote on
the board: "5. Naturalization of
Schrimpf."
Then he pointed out that
Schrimpf, having been naturalized in 1943, would have had to
answer a question as to whether
he had ever belonged to an organization advocating overthrow.
"Either there was special dispensation granted to Schrimpf or
he committed perjury," MacInnis
said.
Next the defense attorney
moved to the witness Irene Harris
and said the defense knew only
that her husband, Ernest Harris,
has for long been a foe of Bridges
in the union.
MEETING DIDN'T HAPPEN
"On more than one occasion,"
he said, "Bridges has, upon being
accused of being a Communist,
said if the Communists believe in
what we are doing, then Communism must be pretty good."
This was in answer to Mrs. Harris'
testimony that Bridges had attended the alleged meeting at
Jack Shaw's home and urged
people to join the Communist
Party.
MacInnis next took up the witness Stanley Hancock and wrote
on the hoard: "1. Sumner Apts.
San Diego." He said:"When Hancock named the exact location of
the apartment where an alleged

U. S. Discriminates Even
Against Stoolpigeons
NEW YORK, N. Y.—United
States Justice Department discrimination against its own
stoolpigeons was reported in
the latest issue of The Lamp,
publication of the American
Committee for Protection Of
Foreign Born.
"The Justice Department,"
said The Lamp, "pays daily
fees to its 'expert witnesses' in
deportation cases as follows:
men,$25; women,$20; and Filipinos, $15."
meeting was held and described
the property we were worried.
But then he admitted that )ie was
taken back to that apartment just
two weeks before his testimony
by an Immigration agent. We
will show you no such meeting
occurred."
KROLEK GONE OVER
He went similarly over the testimony of Kermit Charles Krolek
who also had been returned to an
apartment scene in Long Beach
by an Immigration agent. He
wrote on the board: "1. NonCommunists and Communists at
same meeting;" "2. Venetian Sq.
Apts. Long Beach," and "3. 121
Haight St."
He said the alleged Long Beach
meeting was of radio operators
and that neither Bridges nor
Schmidt would have any reason
to attend it whether Communists
or non-Communists. Also, he went
into the matter of Krolek seeing
Bridges at Communist Party
headquarters at 121 Haight Street
In San Francisco, and said the defense would show the occasion
was when Bridges went to tell the
Communist Party that the union
could not accept one of its offers
of aid.
On the blackboard MacInnis
lumped the witnesses Manning
Johnson and Paul Crouch together and wrote: "1. The C.P.
Convention at New York June
24-28, 1938;" "2. Johnson saw him
last day or day after;" "3. Crouch:
Possibly 1st day and again at the
election of Central Comm."
He said:
"The most dramatic, the most

climactic thing brought to you In
this fable of the prosecution was
that Bridges as a Communist was
a great big Communist."
He called Johnson a "peripatetic maniac," and he recalled that
Crouch was once in Alcatraz. He
recalled the testimony of the two
witnesses that they saw Bridges
in New York on the closing day
of the Communist Party convention in 1936 and said the defense
would show that Harry Bridges
could not have been in New York
because records will show that he
was in California, that, in tact, on
the very day when he was sup.
posed to have appeared before
the Communist Party Central
Committee he was making a
speech in Stockton, California.
LIES WERE DELIBERATE
MacInnis then went over, document by document, minutes and
other evidence to show that
Bridges was continuously in California for several days before the
1936 Communist Party convention, all during the convention
and for several days after the
convention. He said the defense
also could iiroduce a hundred or
more witnesses along this line if
it wished, and said there would
be produced the man who drove
Bridges to Stockton and back to
San Francisco on the dates when
the government claims be was in
New York. He named this witness as William Christensen, a
longshoreman .
"We will show you," he said,
"that Johnson and Crouch told
deliberate lies and were procured
here to tell deliberate lies in
order to obtain a conviction hero.
"Harry Bridges was never
elected to the Central Committee
of the Communist Party under

the name of Rossi, Dergan, Dorgan or any other name.
ON TO OTHERS
"We will show you that Paul
Crouch, if such a person ever
existed, never did anything at
any CIO convention in the way of
directing Bridges. But this
travelling circus, Johnson and
Crouch, have passed on to other
cities and I will pass on to another witness."
Then he wrote on the blackboard the name of Lawrence
Ross, and under it put: "L
Fresno;" "2._Sokol Hall;" "3. Apt.
In S.F.," and "4. Central Committee."
Then he went on to say that
the defense would show that Ross
lied not only about his name,
background and education but
about all other matters. Then he
proceeded to the witness Lew
Michener, writing on the blackboard: "1. 1940 meeting."
MORE LIES
He said: "Michener told you
this meeting was about distribution of funds of Labor's NonPartisan League. The fact is those
funds were controlled by George
Creel and Phil Gibson, who is
now Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court. The fact is
that meeting never took place."
Then MacInnis swung back to
the blackboard and wrote, "2.
1945 Philadelphia." He told the
jury the defense could show
Michener lied about the details
concerning the resignation of
Philip Connelly as president of
the California CIO in favor of
Mutts G. Thiuunes.
WHY NO OATHS?
Maclanlis—next wrote "S. Welfare Board" ea the blackboard
and reminded the jury that Michener should have been required
to take certain oaths on that sc.

casion which would make him a
perjurer on the stand. At this
point Chief Prosecutor F. Joseph
Donohue interrupted to offer
Michener's War Labor Board record. Macinnis looked at it and observed that Michener had not
upon it listed two bootlegging
convictions and had left blank the
question about belonging to any
organization allegedly advocating
overthrow of the government.
MacInnis next went to the witness George Wilson and dwelt
only briefly upon his testimony.
He said that Wilson had testified
that an alleged Communist Party
meeting was held in the Governor
Hotel in San Francisco and that
It *is arranged for by Mervyn
Rathborn,e, then Secretary of the
California CIO Council.
IT WAS CIO MEETING
"But," said MacInnis, "we will
show you that far from being a
Communist Party meeting, it was
a CIO meeting and that, in fact,
Rathborne turned in an expense
voucher for the room-to the CIO."
MacInnis declared that Bridges,
with the Government trying to
get him, would have been charged
with perjury whether he had said
"yes" or "no" to the question
asked him—the one concerning
Communism—when he was nat.
nralized. He said that if Bridges
had said "yes" he would have
flown into the face of three court
decisions holding he was not a
Communist.
"The defendants are being prosecuted, not for what they are,
but for what they represent," be
said.

39th Day
(January 24)
Macinnis sketched for the jury
thumbnail biographies of the
three defendants. He went over
the history of Bridges and
Schmidt forming the Albion Hall
group to revitalize the union
movement on the waterfront and
gave the jury some details of the
struggle that liberated longshoremen and warehousemen from low
pay and exploitation.
"We will produce a thorough
cross-section of our citizenry to
show that these men are held in
high esteem," MacInnis said.
MORSE TO TESTIFY
He said United States Senator
Wayne Morse of Oregon would
be a witness, together with shipowners and other employers.
He named a number of well.
known people who will appear,
including the venerable Eugene
Burke who built the National
Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards.
"We are confident you will see
this ease as a monstrous frameup," he said. Then he reminded
the jury that, while the defendants were "left wingers," the late
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
(Continued on Page 4)

Crouch's Scabbing Past Comes to Light
MIAMI, Fla.—A little more
of what the Miama Labor nate* called the "sordid" past of
Paul Crouch, one of the professional witnesses used by the
government in the BridgesRobertson- Schmidt trial, came
to light in that newspaper January 12.
The AFL newspaper started
its story by identifying Crouch
as a "composing room scab at
the Miami Daily News and one
of the founders of the phony
Union Record periodical which
represents no union."
"Crouch's spurious Union
Record," said the Citizen News,
"at first claimed to represent
the CIO here, but when local of-

ficials of that organization repudiated the sheet, Crouch and
his partner mentioned a document allegedly dispatched from
Tallahassee authorizing the CIO
tie-up.
"This later was proved spurious"Last May, during a congressional hearing on Communistic
activities in the U. S. Crouch
appeared in Washington as a
witness for the government.
HE WAS STRIKEBREAKER
"During several days on the
witness stand be told a rambling
cloak-and-dagger tale of women's bodies being chucked into
varous rivers and other lurid
tales tending to make him appear as a Soviet big shot, sub-

ordinate to Moscow, however,
who had seen the light and by
some singular legerdemain suddenly become a good, pure
American again.
"At this juncture, the managing editor of the Miami Daily
News made an airplane flight to
Washington and within a few
days newspaper trailers advertising a forthcoming 'true confession' series by Crouch appeared in the News columns.
"The one noteworthy literary
accomplishment of this budding
author, resulting from the series of articles, was landing a job
as strike-breaker at the News.
"Many authors have fared
worse. One starved to death just
last week."
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Bridges Tells Fishermen: 'Don't Let
CIO Lie to You or Threaten You'

NLRB Won't
Quit Attack
On Halls
(Continued from Page I)
log a fight for repeal of TaftHartley.
The prospects for either repeal
or an amendment exempting the
hiring hall from Taft-Hartley are
very dim in this session of Congress, ILWU Washington Representative William Glazier reported last week.
He said:
"The Democrats are so anxious
N keep Taft-Hartley as an issue
for the 1950 elections that they
don't seem to be interested in
pushing for new legistlationt.
"A very strong report by a subcommittee of the Senate Labor
Committee, describing the disastrous effects of Taft-Hartley on
the unions and the threatened
disruption of the hiring hall system, was completely dumped by
the Democratic members of the
Committee.
NO MORE BLAST
"The story is that the Democrats hoped, by appeasing the Republicans, to get Republican support for a $135.000 appropriation
for the Committee.
"What the Committee finally
wound up with was a report calling for continued 'investigation'
of the effects of the law, including the operation of the hiring
halls on the waterfront.
"The original report, blasting
Taft-Hartley, was 48 pages long.
It was cut down to two-thirds of
a page."

s'ss
the
In FloridaAli
press agent

could think of to say on this
she's on a Miami

one is that
beach.

'Indict The Perjurers'
Mobilization Set
SAN FRANCISCO—The Northern California Bridges-RobertsonSchmidt Defense Committee set
a mobilization for 10 a.m. January 28 at the ILWU Building, 150
Golden Gate Avenue, to further
the petition drive for the indictment of the frameup trial perjurers Manning Johnson, Lawrence
Ross and Paul Crouch.

SAN FRANCISCO—"We won't
be pushed around," ILWU President Harry Bridges told delegates
of the CIO International Fishermen & Allied Workers in the first
day of their 11th annual convention here January 24.
"The CIO is out to liberate
your union and my union of 'communistic' leaders," he said, "We'd
like to see them give a little more
time to liberating workers from
low wages, speedup and bad
working conditions. One of the
things the ILWU and the IFAWA
have in common is the difficulty
with National CIO."
With the proposed merger of
ILWU and IFAWA scheduled to
come up before the convention
later in the week, Bridges pointed
up the need "for the greatest understanding and solidarity when
there's so much hysteria running
around."
LET'S WORK TOGETHER
"I hope we work together," he
said, "in the interest of the working rank and file of both organizations."
Bridges characterized American
Radio Association President William Steinberg who brought the
charges against both ILWU and
IFAWA in the CIO as representing "the clique which for years
has been trying to achieve officer
status.
"This group wants gold braid
and brass; it wants to be respect-

"We tried to organize the proable; it wants to be a cut above
the rank and file.
duction workers in Hollywood into an industrial union," he said.
NO GUTS
"They haven't the guts to hold "Capone's representatives importpublic trials because they can ed some Chicago gunmen in Linnever prove we violated the con- coln Zephyr bullet-proof limoustitution of the CIO if they live sines. The Pedro longshoremen
took them on, worked out a littlo
to be 500 years old.
"They're trying to discredit scheme to handle the gunmen.
your organization and mine, but
"The Hollywood producers and
it won't work.
the AFL gangster unions joined
"Don't let CIO scare you, lie to in a propaganda campaign to loyou, threaten you. Insist on your be! the CIO eommunist-domirights, tell them you've nothing nate&
to hide, tell them to put the cards
"We said: 'they're lying; It. a
on the table out here where your cover-up for the mob.' We weren't
membership is."
believed and the CI 0 was voted
Bridges likened the red-baiting down.*
situation
the
crusade in CIO to
WORKERS SOLD OUT
in 1938 when he was CIO regional
Bridges told the fishermen how
director and Al Capone was running Hollywood "to save it from Capone's tactics were exposed in
a tax court last November after
communism."
one of his representatives Frank
"The Enforcer" Nitto died and
Questions Answered On "in dying thought up an ingeniILWU-PMA Welfare Fund ous explanation of why his estate
shouldn't be taxed."
SAN FRANCISCO — Questions
Nitto, according te the tan
and answers on the ILWU-Pacific
Maritime Association Welfare court findings of fact, split the
Fund went out to all Coast locals take of the International Allianee
from the ILWU Research Depart- of Theatrical Stage Employes'
William Bioff and George Brown
ment January 21.
Material covered Includes the for selling out the workers, prosetup of the plan, disability insur- venting strikes, forcing speedup.
ance and how claims are handled, etc.
Nitto contended the hundretb
and hospitalization features in effect February 1 in the ports of San of thousands of dollars thus paid
Francisco, Los Angeles and Port- off by the Hollywood producers
to prevent real unionism should
land.
Details on hospitalization in not be taxed because they
other ports will be sent out later. weren't "earned."

Docker B.B Jones Testifies:'Schomaker is a Goddamn Liar'
(Continued from Page 3)
had declared himself "a little
left of center."
A CONTRADICTION
James J. Ryan, personnel officer of the Veterans Hospital at
Palo Alto, Calif., was the first
defense witness called. He testified that the government witness
John Schomaker worked at the
hospital from January 18, 1929,
to October 30, 1933. Schomaker
had testified he was on the waterfront in October, 1933 and had
called upon Bridges.
Cross-examining the witness,
Prosecutor Donohue tried to show
that Schomaker might have had
accumulated leave which would
have permitted him to leave the
hospital before the actual date on
his record card.
Albert Bertani, recording secretary of ILWU Local 10, was the
second defense witness. He was
examined by Hallinan.
HE WANTED TO EAT
Bertani produced the record of
Schomaker's initiation into the
International Longshoremen's Association, showing that he came
Into the union on November 20,
1933, long after Schomaker had
said he called upon Bridges on
union business.
Bruce Barrow Jones took the
stand as the third defense *itness. He is a longshoreman and
has been such since 1934, excepting for periods of union work and
war service. He said he was once
a member of the Communist
Party.
He said he knew John Schomaker and that both were at one
time members of the Marine
Workers Industrial Union. He
said he first met Bridges in 1934
when he was a seaman and
Bridges was a longshoreman.

Fight for FEP Goes On
SAN FRANCISCO — The fight
for a Fair Employment Practices
ordinance will be on again Monday, January 30, at the City Hall,
with ILWU locals here planning
to help turn out another recordbreaking crowd,

Jones talked about the "old fink
hall" and answered one question
by saying "I was involved in a
transaction by which I was trying to get something to eat."
When Hallinan asked if he had
signed Bridges into the Communist Party as testified by Schomaker, he said:
"Schomaker is a goddamn liar!"
A little later the Court told
him it was unnecessary to use
swear words and Jones said:
"I'm sorry, but I'm a longshoreman and when a man puts my
name in the newspapers this way
I get sore."
Jones said he went to see Schomaker after the Bridges indictment "because I was convinced
this was another frameup against
Bridges."
IMMIGRATION HOUNDED
He went on to say that he knew
Schomaker was in financial difficulty because he had been trying
to borrow money from him.
He said Sehomaker told him
that the Immigration agents had
hounded him, and had virtually
taken over his life, walking in
and out of his house at will. He
said Schomaker told him he had
told the grand jury he had never
seen a Party card for Bridges, or
even seen Bridges pay Communist
Party dues. This was opposite to
Schomaker's testimony for the
government.
He said he began to "shy away"
from Schomaker when the latter
began to convert the term "rank
and file" to "rank and filth."
HATRED TOLD
He said Schomaker hated
Bridges and belittled Bridges' efforts to organize the unorganized.
Hallinan showed him a statement he made immediately after
he saw Schomaker following the
indictment of Bridges. He offered
it into evidence and the government objected. There was no immediate ruling.
Donohue cross-examined.
"Am I to believe," he asked,
"that you left the Communist
Party because you had stomach
trouble?"
Jones answered that he left the

Communist Party because he
wanted to get into the Navy.
When Donohue asked him if he
was not still in accord with the
Communist Party, he shouted
back:
"My political opinions are none
of your damn business!"
Jones was by far the most explosive witness of all on the
stand. He said:
"I told everybody I saw that
what Schomaker said about me
signing up Bridges was a lie."
He objected to giving his home
address because of what vigilantes had done to the home of
Hallinan as result of his helping
Bridges. Donohue withdrew the
question.
"Dist you get William Schneiderman's permission to testify
here?" asked Donohue.
"DEGENERATED MORON"
"Absolutely not!" he said. 9
just came here to say Schomaker
is a liar!"
Jones exploded:
"Since Schomaker came here
and lied I decided he was a degenerated moron!"
He exploded later:
"All longshoremen have been
called Communists! Franklin D.
Roosevelt was called a Communist! Everybody who stands
for social progress has been
called Communist! What the hell
do you mean by 'being a Communist'?"
Donohue asked the Court
weakly:
"Might we have the noon recess?"
DR. ELOBSSER CALLED
He was saved by the noon
bell, and it is doubtful if Donohue enjoyed the applause Jones
got from the gallery as he walked
from the courtroom.
MacInnis asked the Court if he
might interrupt the cross-examination of Jones in order to place
Dr. Leo Eloesser on the stand,
Dr. Eloesser is a world Wilms
surgeon and was scheduled to fly
to Brazil the next day for the
United Nations.
After going at length over Dr.

Eloesser's brilliant career, MaeInnis asked him:
"When did you first meet
Harry Bridges?"
"When he was a patient in 1933
In St. Francis Hospital," he replied.
REPUTATION IS GOOD
Then Macfnnis asked him about
his opinion as to Bridges' reputation for integrity and honesty.
The prosecutors objected. MaoInnis rephrased the question and
got this answer about Bridges.
"He has a good reputation for
honesty and truth."
Then Donohue arose to crossexamine. He used a red-baiting
line, such as "Do you know that
such and such an organization to
which you belong is on the subversive list of the Attorney General, etc.?"
MacInnis came back with an observation that almost any charitable organization could be
labelled subversive by the Attorney General and the prosecutors.
Jones returned to the stand and
Donohue resumed cross-examination.
LINCOLN QUOTED
After a series of unimportant
questions and answers, Jones
overwhelmed the prosecutor with
a witness stand speech. This was
in reply to Donohue's question:
'What is a fink hall?" Jones
quoted Abraham Lincoln and
grew eloquent on the subject. His
eloquence continued through several more questions, including a
humorous recital of a crap game
incident in Philadelphia.
Donohue questioned him
closely about his service on the
steamship "Texan." Jones was no
comfort to him. Every answer
went further than the prosecutor
desired.
Explaining why he went to
Bridges' lawyers when he was
subpoenaed to the grand jury,
Jones said passionately:
"There's been all kinds of
frameups around here and We
certainly the duty of any union
man to go immediately to the
union's lawyers."'
"Didn't you go down to the

Gulf to raid the ILA union down
there?"
"Ha, ha," said Jones, "I
wouldn't call it raiding," and then
he went on to say that the purpose of his being sent to the Gulf
by the ILWU was to bring demos
racy to Negroes and others there.
When Donohue went into the
ILA and Joseph P. Ryan's leadership of it,. Jones again exploded:
"There's gangsterism, Mr. Dessohue, and why don't you do something about that?"
"YOU LIE, DONOHUE"
"You are a liar!" Jones said
later. "You are a liar, Donohnot
You are a liar!"
This came when Donohue tried
to get him to say that he had admitted to Schomaker that Schomaker's story was true.
As Donohue retired from crossexamination, Jones went on to
say that as far as he was concerned the whole case against
Bridges was a "dirty plot" by the
Immigration Service.
RYAN USES GANGSTERS
Hallinan introduced into sob
dence a letter from Schomaker's
wife written only last Friday. It
invited him to visit them at
Menlo Park. Then, continuing re
direct examination, Hallman lot
Jones go on. Jones held forth
eloquently on the difference between the ILWU and the ILA,
the fact that Ryan heads the ILA
for life and that he keeps hk
power through the use of gangsters.
Of Bridges, he said:
"Everything he's done, the rank
and file told him to do itl"
Then Jones let go with:
"Donohue and Barber and all
these are out to get the union
through Bridges!"
Barber is San Francisco Mot
of the Immigration Service.
Court adjourned for the day an
Jones was dismissed from the
stand.

Answer to Who Said It?
Senator M. M. Neely
Weif Virginia
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